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TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York 


Proceedings  of  the  Thirty-Third  Annual  Meeting. 


FIRST  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  thirty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  was  held  at  Albany,  on  May  8  and  9,  1901. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10:15  o'clock  by  the  President, 
Dr.  John  I.  Hart,  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  Hotel  Ten  Eyck, 
introducing  the  Rev.  Edgar  H.  Brown,  who  offered  prayer,  asking 
for  Divine  guidance  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  BuRKHART :  I  move  that  the  calling  of  the  roll  be  dispensed 
with  until  a  later  session,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  those  who 
come  later  to  be  counted  as  present. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Upon  roll  call  by  the  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  A.  White,  the  following 
permanent  and  delegate  members  answered  the  call : 

Permanent  Members. 

F.  LeGrand  Ames,  J.  L.  Appleton,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  W.  A.  Camp- 
bell, J.  W.  Canaday,  Wm.  Carr,  W.  H.  Colgrove,  J.  H.  Collins,  A. 
R.  Cook,  J.  W.  Cowen,  W.  C.  Dean,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Frank  French, 
F.  A.  Greene,  S.  L.  Goldsmith,  O.  J.  Gross,  John  I.  Hart,  F.  F, 
Hawkins,  A.  M.  Holmes,  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  G.  W.  Hoysradt,  Wm. 
Jarvie,  V.  H.  Jackson,  W.  H.  Johnston,  F.  O.  Kramer,  Louis  C. 
Leroy,  J.  Edw.  Line,  F.  W.  Low,  Benj.  C.  Nash,  F.  D.  Nellis,  M."  L. 
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Rhein,  E.  T.  Reppier,  C.  W.  Stainton,  Alfred  R.  Starr,  W.  E. 
Snyder,  A.  L.  Swift,  W.  F.  Tremain,  C.  K.  Van  Vleck,  F.  C. 
Walker,  W.  A.  White,  E.  J.  Young,  M.  L.  Rowe. 

Delegate  Members. 

First  District— Geo.  P.  Willis,  F.  L.  Fosume,  W.  D.  Tr^cy. 

Second  District— R.  G.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  H.  C.  McBrair,  W.  J. 
Turner,  F.  B.  Keppy,  F.  P.  Hamlet,  T.  P.  Hyatt,  Allison  Hillyer, 
H.  P.  Gould. 

Third  District— J.  W.  Hine,  C.  W.  Wheeler,  M.  J.  Barrett,  H.  G. 
Nelson,  C.  H.  Bird. 

Fourth  District — E.  B.  Rhinehart,  A.  A.  Rossiter,  W.  S.  Rose. 

Fifth  District — S.  Slocum,  J.  C.  Benz,  G.^B.  Beach. 

Sixth  District— C.  F.  Baylis,  H.  D.  Whitmarsh,  W.  J.  LeSeur. 

Seventh  District — L.  H.  Gilbert,  F.  Messerschmitt,  B.  S.  Hert, 
L.  C.  Jones,  F.  W.  Proseus. 

Eighth  District — L.  Meisburger,  D.  H.  Young,  S.  Eschelman, 
W.  J.  Leake. 

Visitors. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Griswold,  Denver,  Colo. ;  Dr.  G.  V.  I.  Brown,  Mil- 
waukee,  Wis. ;  Dr.  R.  M.  Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J. ;  W.  A.  Pur- 
rington,  LL.  D.,  New  York  City;  Dr.  J.  V.  Flaherty,  Chittinango, 
N.  Y.;  Dr.  S.  S.  Stowell,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

The  President  :  The  minutes  of  the  last  session  of  the  last  meet- 
ing have  appeared  in  the  transactions.  If  there  are  no  objections, 
that  order  of  business  will  be  dispensed  with. 

There  being  none,  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  through  Dr.  Appleton,  chair- 
man, asked  for  further  time  in  which  to  report,  which  was  granted. 

A  short  recess  was  taken  for  the  reception  of  delegates  and 
payment  of  dues. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Hofheinz,  the  Vice-President,  President 
Hart  asked  Dr.  Jarvie  to  occupy  the  chair  while  he  read  the 
Annual  Address.     See  Transactions,  page  54. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Walker  then  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  recommendations  in  the 
president's  address.  Tlie  motion  was  carried,  and  Drs.  F.  C. 
Walker,  H.  J.  Burkhart  and  F.  L.  Ames  were  appointed  on  such 
committee,  who  reported  as  follows: 
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To  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Gentlemen. — Your  Committee,  who  were  instructed  to  consider  the 
recommendations  in  your  president's  address,  report  that  they  have  given 
them  due  consideration.  We  endorse  for  the  action  of  the  Society  the 
suggestion  of  appointing  a  committee  on  "Oral  Hygiene  in  Our  Public 
Schools"  to  follow  out  the  line  of  inquiry  of  a  like  committee  in  the 
National  Dental  Association  and  report  to  them  for  this  Society  and  to  us 
at  our  next  meeting.  Other  matters  therein  have  been  attended  to  since 
the  reading  this  morning.  We  recognize  the  zeal  of  our  President  and 
congratulate   him  on   the  concise   manner   in   which   he   has  arranged  and 

presented  matters. 

'  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  C.  Walker, 

H.  J.  BURKHART, 

F.    LeGrand    Ames. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton,  Treasurer,  next  submitted  the  following 
report : 

ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE    TREASURER    OF    THE    DENTAL 
SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  MAY  8,   1901. 

Balance   reported   last  year $  138.64 

Received  this  year, — 

Members*  dues   $240.00 

District   Society  dues 168.00 

Dental  College  dues  18.00 

Initiation  fees 50.00 

Making  from  Society  resources $476.00 

From  Regents 25.08 

Law  Committee  goo.oo 

Total  receipts  , 1401.08 

Add  last  balance,  gives $1539-72 

There  has  been  paid, — 

Secretary   $100.00 

Secretary's   bill   sundries t 86.77 

Treasurer's  bill  sundries 28.78 

Correspondent,  sundries  5.00 

Committee  on   Practice 6.00 

Committee  of  Arrangements 18.00 

Committee  on  Pan-American  Printing 10.00 

Treasurer's  printing    1 1.09 

$265.64 
Law   Committee   $1 159.54  1425.18 

Leaving  balance  $1 14.54 

C.  W.  Stainton, 
Treasurer. 
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Dr.  Stainton:  There  is  a  question  that  will  come  up  for  the 
ruling  of  the  chair  or  decision  of  the  Society,  and  this  is  a  proper 
time  to  bring  it  up.  Dr.  F.  C.  Walker  tendered  his  check  for  dues 
for  the  year  to  finish  at  the  meeting  of  1901,  which  the  Treasurer 
declines  to  takie.  He  makes  the  point  that  this  should  cover  this 
meeting,  and  the  Treasurer  makes  the  point  that  this  bill  is  for  the 
past  year.  I  told  him  I  would  present  the  thing  for  decision  by  the 
chair  or  the  members. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Walker  :  I  hold  the  other  receipt  from  Dr.  Stainton  for 
a  bill  which  reads  "To  dues  from  close  of  annual  meeting',  1899, 
to  close  of  annual  meeting,  1900,"  which  is  paid  and  receipted. 
I  received  a  bill  from  Dr.  Stainton  for  dues  from  the  close  of-  the 
meeting  of  1900  to  the  beginning  of  this  meeting — a  part  of  the  year 
with  no  meeting  in  it.  Afterward,  I  received  another  bill  for 
two  years'  dues.  Now  the  point  I  raise,  and  the  reason  I  wrote 
that  check  so,  was  to  cover  myself  for  paying  a  year's  dues.  If 
Dr.  Stainton  or  any  other  man  bought  his  ticket  to  Albany  and 
was  put  off  about  two  miles  below  Albany,  and  told  to  walk  the 
rest  of  the  way,  that  it  didn't  amount  to  anything,  he  would  kick, 
as  he  had  a  right  to  do.  I  have  paid  my  dues  as  called  for,  but  when 
you  come  to  cut  out  two  days  in  the  year,  I  object  strongly, 
especially  when  those  days  are  the  meeting  days.  You  may  say 
your  financial  year  does  not  begin  at  the  close  of  the  meeting.  Your 
year  begins  when  the  officers  take  their  places  and  does  not  end 
until  they  go  out  of  office  and  others  take  their  place,  according  to 
all  parliamentary  rules.  If  the  Society  is  hard  up  and  wants 
the  extra  money,  I  will  be  glad  to  pay  the  $3,  if  an  assessment  is 
made;  but  I  do  not  want  it  crowded  in  by  asking  for  two  years' 
dues,  when  only  one  is  due. 

The  President:  You  have  heard  the  statement  of  the  Treas- 
urer, and  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  This  seems  to 
be  a  matter  for  the  Society  to  pass  upon. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  :  I  speak  for  the  Second  District  Society,  as  its 
treasurer.  The  Second  District  Society  has  received  a  bill  similar 
to  tiiat  which  Dr.  Walker  received,  and  we  have  refrained  from 
paying  the  dues  orr  the  same  basis.  The  bill  we  received  last  year, 
after  the  close  of  the  meeting  of  1900,  calls  for  dues  from  May 
10,  1900,  which  was  the  last  day  of  the  last  meeting,  to  May  8, 
1901,  which  is  to-day;  and  as  Dr.  Walker  has  said,  it  is  not  a  full 
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year,  and  includes  no  meeting.  Our  Society  has  decided  not  to 
pay  the  dues  until  the  matter  is  permanently  settled.  The  by-laws 
were  amended  at  our  last  meeting,  cutting  out  the  clause  defining 
when  the  year  shall  begin  and  end,  but  that  does  not  alter  the 
fact  when  the  year  begins  and  ends — ^when  the  officers  take  office 
and  when  they  relinquish  office.  There  cannot  be  one  year  for 
officers  and  another  for  members  of  the  body.  We  have  received 
another  bill  for  the  year  beginning  1901  to  the  year  beginning  1902, 
and  dues  for  last  year.  The  amendment  was  passed  last  year.  It 
must  apply  to  the  meeting  following  the  one  at  which  the  amendment 
was  passed,  and  that  is  this  one.  This  is  the  first  session  that  has 
occurred  since  that  was  passed.  Our  dues  for  the  year  must  be 
due  now,  and  not  at  the  close  of  the  last  meeting,  as  the  Treasurer 
has  stated. 

The  President:  The  chair  would  largely  agree  with  the  last 
speaker,  except  the  last  statement.  My  understanding  is  that  the 
dues  for  the  current  year  are  due  now.  In  other  words,  all  members 
who  were  clear  at  the  close  of  the  last  meeting,  were  clear  of 
dues  to  this  Society  until  ten  o'clock  this  morning.  Now,  gentlemen, 
is  that  your  understanding?  We  must  be  clear  on  this  matter.  It  is 
a  pity  to  waste  much  time  in  discussion  of  it.  Do  you  sustain  the 
chair  in  this  decision — ^that  all  members  who  were  clear  on  the 
books  at  the  close  of  the  last  meeting  were  clear  during  the  year, 
and  do  not  owe  dues  until  the  commencement  of  this  meeting ;  and 
dues  paid  at  the  commencement  of  this  meeting  clear  those  members 
or  district  societies  or  delegates  from  colleges  for  the  current  year? 
If  that  is  your  decision,  those  are  the  conditions  under  which  we  will 
live  until  the  by-laws  are  changed. 

Dr.  Goldsmith:  Are  not  the  dues  for  the  ensuing  year  due 
now  as  well? 

Dr.  Stainton  :  The  dues  until  the  beginning  of  the  next  annual 
meeting  are  due  now. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  :  As  you  have  stated  it,  it  is  exactly  the  point 
I  make.  That  is  the  stand  I  take,  to  the  very  letter,  and  if  I 
understand  you  right,  you  imply  that  the  year  which  began  at  the 
close  of  the  last  annual  meeting  does  not  end  until  this  meeting 
ends. 

The  President:  My  statement  is  that  if  the  Second  District 
Society  (and  what  applies  to  one  society  applies  to  all)  was  clear 
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at  the  close  of  the  last  meeting,  no  dues  should  come  from  your 
society  to  this  society  until  ten  o'clock  this  morning.  With  the 
payment  of  those  dues,  you  will  be  clear  until  ten  o'clock  of  the 
first  day  of  the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  :  But  the  Treasurer  has  claimed  that  the  dues 
were  payable  at  the  end  of  the  last  annual  meeting — last  May.  He 
stated  on  his  bill:  "These  dues  are  due  now."  The  bill  is  dated 
May  12,  1900.  My  claim  is  exactly  the  statement  you  have 
made. 

The  President:  The  matter  is  satisfactory  how  to  the  mem- 
bers and  to  you,  so  we  will  consider  the  matter  settled.  When 
you  pay  your  dues  now,  you  are  clear  until  the  beginning  of  the 
next  session. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  :  But  the  Treasurer  will  not  give  me  a  receipt 
like  that. 

The  President:  If  the  Society  sustains  that  decision,  I  do  not 
think  the  Treasurer  will  refuse  you  a  receipt. 

Dr.  Stainton:  We  adopted  a  by-law  last  year,  changing  our 
financial  year.  The  point  made  by  the  gentleman  who  has  spoken 
regarding  the  dues  going  on  to  the  time  when  the  officers  take 
charge,  is  foolishness;  no  society  does  that.  The  National  Dental 
Association  makes  the  dues  payable  at  the  beginning  of  the  session. 
Do  the  officers  take  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  session?  Cer- 
tainly not.  At  the  close.  Last  year,  bills  were  sent  to  all  the 
members  and  societies,  and  all  have  paid  except  the  Second  District. 
The  bill  was  due  at  the  close  of  the  last  annual  session.  They 
have  waited  a  year  and  now  they  come  and  make  the  point  that  they 
are  getting  cheated  out  of  an  annual  meeting — a  point  which  no 
other  individual  or  society  makes.  The  chair  has  perhaps  been  a 
little  bit  in  error  in  saying  the  dues  carry  them  to  the  next  annual 
meeting.  The  Second  District  Society  owes  now  the  dues  from 
the  last  annual  session  to  the  beginning  of  this,  and  the  dues  frgm 
the  beginning  of  this  to  the  beginning  of  next.  We  have  so 
changed  the  by-laws. 

Dr.  Walker:  Mr.  President,  you  say  according  to  your  idea, 
jthe  dues  paid  now  carry  us  to  the  beginning  of  the  next  year. 
That  we  all  understand.  But  what  about  last  year?  Do  you  go 
back  from  the  end  of  the  last  meeting  to  the  beginning  of  this 
meeting?  Then  you  rule  that  we  pay  for  a  year  without  any 
meeting  in  it. 
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Dr.  Goldsmith  :  The  by-laws  as  passed  last  year  were  that  in 
the  future  the  year's  dues  should  b^  paid  in  advance.  If  the  year 
commences  at  the  election  of  officers,  then  the  dues  for  last  year  are 
due  now,  and  the  dues  for  next  year  are  due  at  the  close  of  this 
meeting  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  President:  Naturally  it  is  the  prerogative  of  any  mem- 
ber, or  district  society,  or  delegate  from  a  college,  to  pay  dues  in 
advance.  My  ruling  was  that  it  was  compulsory,  if  the  individual 
wants  to  be  in  a  position  to  receive  all  the  privileges  of  the  floor, 
and  of  voting,  to  pay  dues  in  advance.  If  he  desires  to  pay  his  dues 
during  the  winter,  or  at  the  annual  meeting,  it  is  his  privilege  to 
do  so. 

Dr.  Jarvie:  So  there  shall  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  any 
as  to  your  exact  meaning,  may  I  ask  if  a  person  or  a  society  hav- 
ing a  receipt  for  dues  to  the  close  of  the  meeting  of  1900  is  clear 
on  the  books  until  this  morning,  when  the  next  payment  is  due? 

The  President:  That  would  be  my  understanding.  If  that 
is  not  the  understanding  of  this  body,  I  would  ask  of  those  who 
are  not  in  favor  of  that  decision  to  rise.  No  one  having  arisen,  I 
assume  that  my  ruling  is  approved  by  this  Society,  and  becomes 
a  minute  of  this  Society. 

Dr.  BuRKHART :  I  suggest  that  we  dispose  of  all  business  before 
we  come  to  the  reading  of  essays.  The  suggestion  was  favorably 
received. 

Dr.  BuRKiiART,  chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  offered 
the  following  programme  as  its  report,  and  begged  leave  to  report 
the  order  in  which  the  papers  will  be  read,  later  on : 

The  following  program  is  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Society: 

President's  Annual  Address,  J.  I.  Hart,  D.  D.  S.,  New  York  City. 

Report  of  Correspondent,  "The  Solution  of  Dental  Problems."  Henry  D. 
Hatch,  D.  D.  S.,  New  York  City.  Discussion  opened  by  S.  L.  Goldsmith, 
D.  D.  S.,  New  York  City. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  A.  R.  Cooke,  D.  D.  S.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Discussion  opened  by  H.  J.  Burkhart,  D.  D.  S.,  Batavia,  N.  Y. 

"Surgical  Operations  for  Closure  of  Cleft  Palate  in  Relation  to  Speech 
and  Health."  G.  V.  I.  Brown,  M.  D,  D.  D.  S..  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Discussion 
opened  by  William  Jarvie,  M.  D.  S.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

"Pericemental  Abscess."  E.  S.  Talbott,  M.  D,  D.  D.  S.,  Chicago,  111. 
Discussion  opened  by  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  D.  D.  S.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

"Removable  Porcelain  Bridge  Work."  W.  E.  Griswold,  D.  D.  S.,  Denver, 
Colo.     Discussion  opened  by  R.  M.  Sanger,  D.  D.  S.,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
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"Laws  Regulating  the  Practice  of  Dentistry  and  Their  Enforcement." 
W.  A.  Purrington,  LL.  D.,  New  Yprk  City.  Discussion  Opened  by  William 
Carr.  D.  D.  S.,  New  York  City. 

"Dentistry  in  State  Institutions."  Frederick  W.  Proseus,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Discussion  opened  by  F.  LeGrand  Ames,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

REPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  submitted  the  following  report : 

Headquarters  have  been  arranged  for  at  the  Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  where  rates 
have  been  secured  at  $3.50  per  day — American  plan.  The  management  of 
the  house  have  kindly  donated  the  use  of  the  assembly  hall  for  the  meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.     L.     Appleton, 
W.  W.  Smith, 
W.    E.    Lansing. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGISLATION. 

The  Committee  on  Legislation  respectfully  report  that  no  meeting  of 
that  body  was  called,  but  assistance  was  rendered  to  the  Law  Committee 
in  furthering  its  work  by  its  Chairman. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
1st  Dist. — W.    C.    Deane,   Chairman. 
2d  Dist. — Wm.  Jarvie, 
3d   Dist. — J.   W.   Canaday, 
4th  Dist. — A.  J.  Gross, 
5th  Dist.— C.  H.  B-\rnes, 
6th  Dist.~G.  W.  HoYSRADT, 
7th  Dist.— J.  W.  CowEN, 

8th    Dist.— H.    J.    BURKHART. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NECROLOGY. 

Albany,  May  8,  1901. 
To  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Gentlemen. — The  Committee  on  Necrology  would  respectfully  report 
that  it  is  their  sad  duty  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  our  members  during 
the  past  year,  namely,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Harreys,  of  Brooklyn,  who  died 
March   16,   1901. 

OBITUARY. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Harreys. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Harreys,  a  prominent  dentist  of  the  Borough  of  Brook- 
lyn, died  suddenly  of  peritonitis  at  his  residence,  632  Bedford  avenue,  on 
Saturday,  March  16.  Dr.  Harreys  removed  with  his  parents  from  Richmond, 
Va.,  to  New  York  when  he  was  quite  a  young  man,  and  took  up  the  study 
of  dentistry  with  Dr.   Ira  Starr,  with  whom  he  remained  for  some  years. 
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He  then  opened  an  office  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  has  been  in  active  practice 
for  thirty  years.  He  was  well-known  professionally  throughout  the  State, 
being  a  permanent  member  of  the  New  York  State  Dental  Society  and  of 
the  Second  District  Dental  Spciety  of  the  Borough  of  Brooklyn,  of  which 
he  was  at  one  time  President.  Dr.  Harreys  was  a  member  of  Excelsior 
Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. ;  Corinthian  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Masonic  Veterans* 
Association,  Fraternity  Council,  R.  A.,  and  the  Reform  Club  of  Manhattan. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children,  a  son.  Dr.  C.  W.  Harreys,  a  physician  of 
Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  and  a  daughter,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Charles  Eddy,  of  the 
same  place. 

Dr.  Harreys  will  be  greatly  missed  throughout  the  community.  Being 
of  a  genial  nature,  he  made  many  warm  friends.  He  was  a  member  of 
St.  John's  M.  E.  Church,  and  the  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  his 
pastor,  the  Rev.  David  G.  Downey.  They  took  place  Tuesday  evening,  at 
8  p.  m.,  at  his  late  home.  Interment  was  in  Cypress  Hills  Wednesday 
morning. 

O.  J.  Gross, 

S.     B.     Palmer, 

C.    H.    Barnes. 

Dr.  Jarvie  moved  that  this  report  be  entered  in  full  upon  a  special 
pagt  in  the  minute  book.    The  motion  was  carried. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ETHICS. 

Dr.  Cooke,  Chairman  Committee  on  Ethics,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report : 

The  Committee  on  Ethics  respectfully  report  that  no  complaints  have  been 
presented  to  their  attention. 

Signed, 

A.  R.  Cooke, 
W.   J.   Turner, 

B.  C.  Nash. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   SPECIAL  LEGISLATION. 

Dr.  Wm.  Carr^  Chairman  Committee  on  Special  Legislation,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was  received : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen: 

A  special  Committee  on  Legislation,  consisting  of  Drs.  Jarvie,  Freeman  and 
Carr,  was  appointed  at  our  last  meeting,  and  was  instructed  to  obtain  such 
legislation  as  in  their  judgment  would  tend  to  the  better  enforcement  of 
the  existing  dental  law.     This  committee  begs  to  report  as  follows : 

The  committee,  immediately  after  its  organization,  with  Dr.  Carr  as 
Chairman,  requested  Mr.  Wm.  A.  Purrington,  Counsel  to  the  State  Society, 
to  draft  such  amendments  to  the  then  existing  law  as  might,  in  his  opinion, 
be  best  adapted  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  wishes  of  the  Society.     After 
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several  conferences  with  Mr.  Purrington,  the  Chairman  of  your  committee 
caused  the  introduction  into  Senate  and  Assembly  of  an  "Act  to  amend  the 
public  health,  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  dentistry,  and  to  incorporate 
therein  the  statutes  relating  to  dental  societies,  being  Chapter  215  of  the 
laws  of  1901,  which  became  a  law  on  March  28,  1901,  the  Governor 
approving.  This  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  Senate  by  Senator  Elsberg  and 
ipto  the  Assembly  by  Mr.  Rogers,  and  your  committee  desires  here  to 
extend  its  thanks  and  express  its  appreciation  of  the  efficient  assistance 
rendered  by  these  gentlemen  to  the  committee,  the  State  Society  and  the 
profession  of  dentistry  at  large. 

Among  the  amendment^  incorporated  in  this  Act,  your  committee  desires 
to  call  attention  to  the  provisions  therein  relating  to  the  State  Society  and 
the  District  Societies,  whereby  the  provisions  in  the  old  law  have  been 
made  more  definite;  namely:  the  provision  whereby  twenty  shall  constitute  a 
quorum;  the  provision  whereby  the  State  Society  may  elect  not  more  than 
sixteen  permanent  members  at  any  annual  meeting  from  among  eminent  den- 
tists of  the  State,  who  shall  have  the  privileges  of  delegate  members;  the 
provision  that  no  degree  in  dentistry  shall  be  conferred  in  this  State  except- 
ing the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  (permitting  the  examiners  to 
recommend  for  a  license  only  those  who  have  degrees) ;  the  provision 
whereby  it  becomes  necessary  for  a  graduate  in  medicine  to  take  a  course 
of  special  study  in  dentistry  for  at  least  two  years,  instead  of  one  year, 
as  in  tl^e  old  law;  the  provision  whereby  the  Regents  of  the  University 
are  empowered  to  confer,  upon  request,  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  upon  all 
holders  of  the  degree  of  Master  of  Dental  Surgery ;  providing  for  six  years* 
reputable  practice  instead  of  five  years,  as  required  under  our  old  "exemption 
clause;"  the  provision  that  a  county  clerk  who  knowingly  shall  make  or  suffer 
to  be  made  upon  the  book  of  registry  of  dentists  kept  in  his  office  any 
other  entry  than  is  provided  in  this  section,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
fifty  dollars  to  be  recovered  by  the  State  Dental  Society  in  a  suit  in  any 
court  having  jurisdiction;  the  provision  for  a  more  definite  statement  of  the 
penalties  incurred  for  violations  of  the  law ;  the  provision  that  any  person 
who  shall  falsely  impersonate  another  at  any  examination  held  by  the 
Regents  or  the  Board  of  candidates  for  dental  students'  certificates,  dental 
degrees  or  licenses,  or  who  shall  induce  another  to  make,  or  aid,  or  abet  in. 
the  making  of  such  false  personation,  or  who  shall  knowingly  avail  himself 
of  the  benefit  of  such  false  personation,  or  who  shall  knowingly  or  negli- 
gently make  falsely  any  certificate  required  by  the  Regents  or  Board  in 
connection  with  their  examinations,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
with  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  $250  fine,  or  imprisonment  of  not  less 
than  six  months,  or  both  fine  and  imprisonment ;  and  last  but  not  least,  to  the 
provision  that  in  future  "All  Courts  of  Special  Sessions  and  police  justices 
sitting  as  courts  of  Special  Sessions  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  first 
instance  to  hear  and  determine  all  charges  of  misdemeanors  mentioned  in 
this  Act,  committed  within  their  local  jurisdiction,  and  to  impose  all  the 
penalties  provided  for  misdemeanors  in  this  statute." 

This  last  provision   is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  prior  to  the  passage 
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of  this  amendment  we  were  obliged  to  depend  upon  Grand  Juries  (sometimes 
more  or  less  friendly  to  the  accused)  to  bring  indictments  in  all  districts 
outside  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and  this  method  of  pro- 
cedure has  been   uniformly  disastrous. 

For  a  detailed  report  upon  this  bill,  as  passed  and  signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, your  committee  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  paper  to  be  read  by  Mr. 
Purrington  this  evening. 

The  expenses  of  your  committee  are  as  follows: 

To  printing  500  copies  of  the  law $9.00 

To  typewriting  copies  for  the  Legislature.     (This  expense  was  caused 

by  sundry  changes  made  in  the  Law  after  its*introduction) 9.00 


$18.00 
The  Chairman  of  your  committee  made  four  trips  to  Albany,  and  has  made 
no  charge  for  his  services,  traveling,  hotel  and  other  expenses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William    Carr,    Chairman. 
Wm.  Jarvie, 
S.  A.  Freeman. 

Dr.  Carr  also  read  Jthe  following  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Law,  which  was  received: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LAW. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : 

The  Committee  on  Law  of  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York 
respectfully  reports  as  follows: 

Immediately  after  its  election,  your  committee  organized  by  electing  Dr. 
William  Carr  as  Chairman,  with  authority  to  retain  Wm.  A.  Purrington, 
Esq.,  as  Counsel. 

Since  its  last  report,  your  committee  has  received  seventy-eight  com- 
plaints from  the  rural  and  interior  sections  of  the  State,  an  increase  in  num- 
ber over  last  year.  In  many  instances  it  was  found,  upon  investigation,  that 
the  evidence  upon  which  the  complaint  was  made  was  "hearsay,"  which 
could  not,  of  course,  be  used  in  the  prosecution  of  the  alleged  offenders. 
With  but  one  exception,  so  far  as  we  know,  these  alleged  illegal  practi- 
tioners have,  upon  receipt  of  a  warning  letter  from  your  committee,  ceased 
practice,  and  pledged  themselves  not  to  recommence  said  practice  until 
they  had  complied  with  the  provisions  of  law  governing  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  this  State.  The  exception  noted  is  that  of  a  man  against  whom  a 
second  complaint  has  been  received,  and  this  case  is  now  under  investigation 
by  the  agents  of  the  Society. 

The  labor  of  your  committee  has  been  much  more  arduous  than  in 
former  years,  as  evidence  is  becoming  extremely  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
many  of  the  cases  prosecuted  during  the  past  year  were  bitterly  contested, 
owing  to  the  many  technical  questions  which  have  arisen. 

Your  committee  will  report  briefly  upon  the  cases  prosecuted  during  the 
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year,  as  Mr.  Purrington  will  read  a  paper  this  evening  which  will  cover 
the  work  done  in  full. 

The  work  of  your  committee  has  been  carried  along  conservative  lines, 
in  order  not  to  antagonize  public  opinion  and  jeopardize  our  law,  and  the 
result  of  this  course  is  made  apparent  by  our  record  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn. 
Heretofore  convictions  have  been  rare  in  this  city,  but  our  policy  has 
finally  succeeded  in  winning  the  confidence  of  the  Courts,  and  we  now 
feel  reasonably  certain  of  securing  a  conviction  whenever  the  evidence  will 
justify  such  a  result — and  this  has  not  been  the  case  in  former  years. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  results  obtained  in  the  prosecution  of 
illegal   practitioners   during  the  year  past: 

DISPOSITION  OF  DENTAL  CASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1900-1901. 

CASES  IN    WHICH   WARRANTS   HAVE  BEEN   ISSUED. 

Cases  Pending  May  /,  iqoo. 

Name.  Disposition.    Date.    Fine.  Remarks. 

^  Jacob  Marcy,  fined  May  8,  1900,  $50.    Convicted  May  3,  1900,  and  so  reported 

last  year. 
S.  B.  Cassin,  fined  May  8,  1900,  $50. 
E.  P.  Jenkins,  case  withdrawn,  the  statute  being  complied  with. 

Cases  Initiated  After  May  J,  igoo 

Maurice  Randell,  forfeited  bail,  $500.  Matter  pending  in  Dist.  Attomey*s  office. 

Harry  Solomon,  fined  July  5,  1900,  $50. 

Samuel  Arkin,  fined  July  26,  1900,    50.  * 

Chas.  L.  Fox,  fined  Nov.  16,  1900,     50. 

M.   Leipziger,  fined   Nov.  30,   1900,  350.    Third  offense. 

J.    W.    Hess,    fined    Jan.  10,  1901,     50. 

Chas.  L.   Fox,  fined  Feb.  27,  1901,   100.     Second  offense. 

Mary  Fishman,  fined  Jan.  22,  1901,    50. 

W.  E.  Walker,  Grand  Jury  refused  to  indict. 

M.  E.  White,  fined  March  8,  1901,    50. 

Mark   Levy,    fined   April    17,  1901,    50. 

Paul   Levine,   fined   April     i,  1901,    50. 

Ph.    S.   Bern,   fined  April  22,  1901,    50. 

A.    Player,    fined    April    10,    1901,    100.     Serving  time. 

Amount  of  fines  imposed ^ $1,100.00 

Amount  of  bail  forfeited 500.00 

Amount   paid  to   Society 850.00 

Amount  in  City  Treasury 150.00 

Amount  served  in  prison 100.00 

Cases  Pending  in  Which  Warrants  Have  Not  Been  Issued. 

Henry  J.  Taft.     Charge:     Practice  after  having  been  convicted  of  felony. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  a  test  case  this  dentist  has  agreed  to  come 
into  Court  without  execution  of  warrant,  and  to  admit  both  the  fact  that  he 
is  practicing  and  that  he  has  committed  a  felony. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   THE   STATE    OF   NEW   YORK  1 5 

William  E.  Walker.  Charge:  Unlicensed  and  unregistered.  (Improperly 
registered.) 

This  is  the  same  case  as  above  reported  in  which  the  Grand  Jury  failed 
to  indict.  The  law  has  been  amended  so  as  to  permit  of  trial  before  police 
justices,  and  the  case  is  now  under  advisement. 

SUMMARY    OF    DENTAL    PROSECUTIONS    DOWN    TO    AND    INCLUDING    MAY    4,     I9OI. 

Number  of  warrants  issued 193 

Convictions    121 

Acquittals    10 

Dismissed  by  magistrate 2 

Evasions  of  arrest 6 

Refusals  by  Grand  Jury  to  indict 4 

Forfeitures  of  bail 6 

Deceased  pending  trial i 

Withdrawals  by  Society 42 

Pending    i 


193  193 
Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  the  Year  Ending  May  ^,  i^i. 

Received  from  Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton,  Treasurer, — 

June   6,   1900 $152.32 

June  6,  1900 51.00 

July  9,  1900 150.75 

Aug.  3,  1900 55.00 

Atig.   20,   1900 100.00 

Dec.  19,  1900 50.47 

Jan.  24,  1901 350.00 

March  15,  1901 200.00 


^  $1,109.54    $1,109.54 

Disbursements, — 

To  Wm.  A.  Purrington,  on  account  of  retainer  arid  dis- 
bursements, amounting  to  $1,570.83 $1,062.54 

Bal.  due,  $508.29. 

To  Gatano  Amato,  Miss  Julia  Walker  and  Miss  Cataldo, 
detectives,  for  services,  carfares.  County  Clerk's  cer- 
tificates, witness  fees,  fees  for  operations  upon  pa- 
tients, photographs,  transcripts  of  Court  records,  etc.     938.25 

To  William  Carr,  postage,  telegrams,  etc 20.00 

To  William  Carr,  balance  due  last  report 122.00 

Total   disbursements    $2,142.79 

Total    receipts    1,109.54 

Deficit    $1,033.15 
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Due  William  Carr  for  moneys  advanced $1,033.15 

Due  Wilfiam  A.  Purrington , .      508.29 

Total  deficit   $1,541.44 

Total  deficit    $1,541.44 

Due  for  bail   $500 

Due  for  fines  150         650.00 

Deficit,  1900-1901  $891.44. 

While  our  financial  report  shows  a  balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
ledger,  to  our  regret^  still  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  cost  of  obtaining 
evidence  was  very  heavy  this  year,  illegal  practitioners  having  become 
wary,  added  to  which  considerable  work  was  done  in  the  interior,  necessi- 
tating traveling  and  other  expenses  by  our  detectives,  as  well  as  by  our 
Counsel,  Mr.  Purrington  making  three  trips  to  Albany  during  the  year. 
In  view  of  this,  your  committee  feels  that  its  work  has  been  conducted 
with  all  possible  economy,  and  respectfully  submits  its  financial  report  for 
your  approval. 

Taking  the  cases  as  they  appear  in  the  table  of  disposition  of  cases, 
as  given  above,  your  committee  will  comment  upon  the  various  parties 
named  as  follows,  touching  briefly  upon  the  main  points  in  each  case  only: 

Maurice  Randell  belongs  to  a  family  several  of  whom  have  been  con- 
victed of  violations  of  the  dental  law.  When  arraigned  before  the  police 
magistrate,  he  gave  bail  in  the  sum  of  $500,  and  promptly  fled  to  Mexico, 
forfeiting  his  bail,  which  is  yet  unpaid.  Your  committee  is  now  pressing 
the  District  Attorney  for  the  collection  of  this  amount,  and  he  is  now  taking 
steps  to  secure  this  sum  to  the  Society. 

Moses  Lcipziger  received  the  largest  fine  imposed  during  the  year, 
namely,  $350.00,  this  being  his  third  offense.  The  agents  of  the  Society 
found  it  difiicult  to  obtain  evidence  against  him,  although  morally  convinced 
that  he  was  persistently  practicing.  He  had  't)een  convicted  before,  and 
had  sufficient  political  influence  to  secure  the  introduction  of  a  bill  modi- 
fying the  dental  law,  which  our  Counsel,  Mr.  Purrington,  opposed  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Assembly,  securing  its  defeat.  On  his  final  trial,  his  Counsel,, 
who  introduced  this  bill,  refused  to  defend  him. 

Charles  L.  Fox  was  convicted  twice  during  the  year.  His  case  is  peculiar, 
in  that  he,  as  well  as  Jo4in  W.  Hess  and  Mary  Fishman,  are  graduates  of 
the  New  York  Dental  School,  and  claimed  to  have  passed  the  State 
examinations,  to  which  they  seem  to  have  been  admitted  without  having 
complied   with   the   regulations   concerning   preliminary   requirements. 

Mark  Levy  is  a  cousin  of  Maurice  Randell,  and  was  formerly  employed 
by  him. 

Adolph  Player,  whose  real  name  is  Siegfried  Reubel,  is  serving  his  fine 
of  $100  in  prison.  His  sentence  was  made  comparatively  light  on  account 
of  the  appeal  to  sympathy  made  in  Court  by  a  young  woman  who  was,  or 
was  represented  to  be,  his  wife — having  an  infant  child.     In  sentencing  him 
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the  Jud^e  of  Special  Sessions  said  that  he  was  unworthy  of  any  clemency 
so  far  as  he  was  personally  concerned. 

Samuel  Arkin  was  convicted  in  July  last.  Ever  since  then  it  is  claimed 
that  he  has  been  practicing  tmder  the  name  of  a  registered  practitioner,  and 
has  had  in  his  employ  a  registered  man  named  Kessler,  so  that  it  has 
been  difficult  to  bring  home  to  Arkin  a  second  violation  of  the  law.  Sufficient 
evidence  seems  now  to  have  been  collected  by  which  to  convict  him  again, 
however. 

Of  the  cases  pending,  the  first  is  that  of 

Henry  J.  Taft,  a  practitioner  in  Brooklyn,  who  was  convicted  in  1892  of 
grand  larceny  in  the  second  degree,  the  charge  being  theft  of  dental  instru- 
ments and  apparatus.  He  has  agreed  to  come  into  Court  and  submit  the 
facts  in  his  case,  admitting  the  practice  and  the  prior  conviction  of  felony, 
contending  that  inasmuch  as  said  conviction  was  obtained  three  years  before 
the  passage  of  the  law  forbidding  a  felon  to  practice,  it  is  to  him  ex  post  facto. 
This  point,  however,  has  been  decided  adversely  to  his  contention  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  Hawker's  case.  Taft  has  retained  as 
Counsel  Mr.  James  W.  Ridgway,  formerly  District  Attorney  of  Kings 
County,  under  whom  the  conviction  of  felony  was  obtained. 

The  only  remaining  case  which  need  be  dwelt  upon  is  that  of  William 
E.  Walker. 

Wm.  E.  Walker,  as  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  was  complained  of 
more  than  two  years  ago  as  practicing  unlawfully  in  Lansingburgh.  It 
was  presumed  that  he  paid  heed  to  the  warning  that  was  sent  to  him.  On 
the  contrary,  he  continued  to  practice.  Initial  steps  were  taken  toward  his 
prosecution,  when  he  obtained  the  introduction  into  the  Legislature  of  a 
bill  for  his  relief,  which  was  defeated.  He  also  applied  to  Mr.  Justice 
Fursman  of  the  Supreme  Court,  without  any  notice  to  the  Society,  for 
permission  to  file  a  student's  certificate,  such  as  might  have  been  filed 
prior  to  August  i,  1895.  The  order  not  being  opposed  by  the  Regents 
or  the  Society  (which  was  not  notified)  was  granted,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Society  accepted  the  filing  under  protest.  It  was  deemed  politic  to 
wait,  to  see  whether  Walker  would  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  thus 
granted,  and  appear  before  the  Board.  He  did  not  do  so,  however.  In 
February  last  he  was  arrested  and  taken  before  Police  Justice  Abbott  H. 
Jones,  of  Troy,  who  held  him  for  the  Grand  Jury.  The  witnesses  who 
weht  before  that  body  presumably  testified  to  these  facts :  ( i )  that  Walker 
registered  with  the  Clerk  of  Rensselaer  County,  on  August  19,  1895,  stat- 
ing in  his  affidavit  that  he  was  thirty-three  years  old,  and  had  received  his 
diploma  from  the  Wisconsin  Dental  College  on  May  5,  1883.  These 
dates  would  make  it  appear  that  he  was  just  of  the  statutory  age — ^twenty- 
one — when  the  diploma  was  conferred.  But  upon  August  19,  1895,  no 
diploma,  much  less  a  Wisconsin  diploma,  conferred  any  license,  and  the 
county  clerk  was  at  fault  in  permitting  such  an  improper  registration.  At 
the  request  of  the  Regents*  office,  that  official  noted  its  invalidity  in  red  ink, 
in  the  registration  book.  On  March  12,  1900,  Walker,  in  his  petition  before 
Judge  Fursman,  swore  that  he  was  then  thirty-one  years  old ;  that  is  to  say, 
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two  years  younger  than  he  was  in  1895,  and  that  his  course  of  dental  study 
began  in  November,  1888,  with  W.  A.  Gabeler  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  September,  1892,  and  continued  with  Chas.  H. 
Gabeler  until  July,  1899,  in  Troy,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1895,  when 
he  studied  with  C.  A.  Hill,  of  Albany.  The  two  affidavits,  that  of  regis- 
tration and  the  petition,  are  hopelessly  contradictory.  Partly  to  harmonize 
them,  the  affidavit  of  registration  has  been  altered  so  that  it  appears  now  on 
the  record  that  he  received  his  diploma  in  1893  instead  of  1883,  as  originally 
written,  the  change  being  made  by  scratching  off  part  of  the  second  eight 
in  the  latter  date.  But  the  affidavit  was  not  otherwise  changed  to  correspond 
with  the  petition,  wherefore  it  still  appears  that  Walker  was  two  years 
younger  in  1900  than  he  was  in  1895,  and  that  he  received  his  diploma,  accord- 
ing to  the  registration,  when  he  was  thirty-three  years  old — but  according 
to  the  petition,  when  he  was  fourteen. 

Notwithstanding  the  overwhelming  evidence,  the  Troy  grand  jury  refused 
to  find  an  indictment,  and  part  of  the  local  press  treated  this  false  swearer 
as  though  he  were  a  persecuted  man.  This  case  illustrates  how  difficult  it  is 
to  prosecute  upon  the  most  convincing  evidence  where  local  prejudice  and 
sympathy  is  allowed  to  be  superior  to  official  duty.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  amendments  passed  this  spring  will  prevent  a 
repetition  of  such  annoying  experiences  as  this. 

During  the  past  year  our  counsel  has  given  advice  and  rendered  opinions 
when  requested,  and  assisted  in  drafting  the  dental  amendments.  He  made 
three  visits  to  Albany  and  Troy  in  the  Walker  matter,  and  rendered  the 
usual  routine  services  of  his  position  in  a  most  efficient  and  satisfactory 
manner. 

The  Walker  case  was  the  only  one  prosecuted  by  the  Society  which  did 
not  result  in  conviction;  and  he  was  held  for  the  grand  jury  by  the  magis- 
trate. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  every  case 
brought  to  trial  the  Society  has  secured  a  conviction.  There  has  been  no 
acquittal ;  the  nearest  approach  to  one  being  the  dissent  of  one  of  the  Spe- 
cial Sessions  Judges  in  Kings  County  in  the  case  of  Mark  Levy,  who,  with 
his  sister,  testified  that  the  agent  of  the  Society  represented  himself  as  suffer- 
ing great  pain,  and  that  he  treated  her  tooth  out  of  sympathy.  This  testi- 
mony the  agent  denied,  and  corroborated  her  testimony  by  producing  Levy's 
contract  to  treat  her  mouth  for  $8.00. 

It  may  be  said  here  that  several  cases  are  pending  in  the  interior  of  the 
State,  in  which  sufficient  evidence  has  been  secured,  we  believe,  to  convict; 
but  these  cases  have  not  been  pushed,  owing  to  our  desire  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  new  provisions  of  the  law,  concerning  trials  before  police  justices. 
They  will  be  taken  up,  however,  and  prosecuted  to  a  finish,  this  summer. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

William  Cark, 
Chairman,  Committee  on  Dental  Law, 

Dr.  Hatch  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  g^ven  to 
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the  Law  Committee  for  its  arduous  work,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
Committee  presented  no  bill,  which  should  have  been  done. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  carried. 

Dr.  W.  A.  White^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
submitted  the  following  report.  The  contract  submitted  by  H.  D. 
Justi  and  Son  of  Chicago,  III,  publishers  of  the  Dental  Review, 
which  follows  the  report,  was  unanimously  accepted: 

REPORT  OF  PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : 

The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 
The  transactions  for  1900  comprising  a  volume  of  206  pages  exceeding 
that  of  1899  by  56  pages,  was  published  and  distributed  in  December,  1900. 
Your  committee  hoped  to  have  the  work  completed  and  distributed  as  early 
as  September,  but  owing  to  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  circumstances  the 
work  was  necessarily  delayed,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  committee.  Six 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  were  issued  and  distributed  as  follows:  To  the 
First  District,  145  copies;  Second  District,  130  copies;  Third  District,  40 
copies;  Fourth  District,  38  copies;  Fifth  District,  50  copies;  Sixth  District, 
55  copies;  Seventh  District,  75  copies;  Eighth  District,  85  copies.  Copies 
were  also  sent  to  all  the  honorary  members  of  the  State  Society,  Howard 
Dental  Library,  Boston,  Mass.,  Board  of  Regents  and  State  Library,  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  Academy  of  Stomatology,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Surgeon -General's  office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  to  the  Dental  Cosmos,  Items  of  Interest,  The  International 
Dental  Publication  Co.  and  other  dental  journals,  all  of  which  have  been 
acknowledged  with  thanks  to  the  Society.  It  is  with  regret  that  your  com- 
mittee were  unable  to  get  a  renewal  of  the  contract  which  we  have  had  the 
past  two  years  with  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  Manufacturing  Company  for 
printing  and  distributing  the  transactions.  We  have  negotiated  with  all  the 
principal  publishers  of  dental  journals' endeavoring  to  obtain  a  satisfactory 
contract.  We  herewith  submit  several  propositions,  one  of  which  we  hope 
will  meet  with  your  approval.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  A.  Whtte,  Chairman. 


The  following  contract  was  accepted. 


Wm.  Jarvie. 
F.  H.  Lee. 


Chicago,  III.,  April  22,  1901. 


Dr.  W.  A.  White,  "Sec,"  Phelps,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  the  17th  inst.  has  had  our  careful  consideration.  We 
find  that  the  cost  of  the  700  copies  including  reporter's  fee  and  illustrations 
will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500.00),  which  is  more 
than  we  care  to  spend. 

We  will,  however,  agree  to  furnish  the  (700)  seven  hundred  copies  on 
the  same  terms  as  printed  on  page  23  of  the  "Transactions  of  the  Dental 
Society  of  the  State  of   New   York"  for   1900   with   the  exception  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


20  TRANSACTIONS   OF   THE    DENTAL   SOCIETY 

reporter's  fee  of  $75.00,  which  we  cannot  assume.     Trusting  this  will  be 

satisfactory  to  you,  we  are. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  D.  JusTi  &  Son. 
W.  A.  Wilde. 

Of  course  it  is  imderstood  that  the  papers  are  to  be  printed  in  the  Dental 
Review  in  place  of  the  Dental  Cosmos, 

Dr.  Stainton  presented  the  following  with  relation  to  regulating 
the  number  of  delegates  from  district  societies,  to  be  acted  upon  at 
the  next  annual  meeting : 

A    PROPOSED   CHANGE   IN   DELEGATE  MEMBERSHIP. 

Mr.  President: 

I  desire  to  present  a  matter  of  ver^  considerable  importance  to  this 
Society,  changing  radically  the  representations  in  this  body  of  our  District 
Societies. 

Instead  of  each  district  having  eight  delegates,  the  proposition  is  to  make 
the  number  of  members  in  the  District  Society  the  basis  of  representation 
here. 

The  number  of  delegates  reported  in  all  the  District  Societies  last  year 
was  570.  The  number  of  delegates  is  64.  That  is  one  delegate  to  nine 
members  within  a  slight  fraction.  But  the  Third  and  Fourth  Districts  have 
a  delegate  to  every  four  and  one-half  members — while  the  First  District  has 
a  delegate  to  twenty-one  members,  and  the  Second  District  a  delegate  to 
every  seventeen  members.  Nothing  but  usage  could  make  us  endure  such 
misrepresentation. 

Our  membership  in  the  District  Societies  is  constantly  growing.  In  1880 
it  was  311.  In  1890  418.  In  1900  570.  By  1910  it  will  probably  reach  800. 
If  we  make  ten  members  the  unit  of  representation,  the  report  of  the  pre- 
vious year  being  the  basis  of  computation,  and  the  majority  fraction  of  ten 
(6)  counting  as  a  unit,  it  will  give  us  a  just  and  satisfactory  representation 
— changing  properly  as  the  Society  membership  increases  and  acting  almost 
necessarily  as  a  stimulus  to  each  District  Society.  It  will  lighten  financial 
difficulties  that  have  been  hard  to  bear. 

The  following  made  both  on  the  unit  of  nine  and  also  on  the  unit  of  ten 
members  per  delegate  will  illustrate  the  plan : 

Delegates  Delegates 

Members  to  Nine    Annual    to  Ten    Annual 

1900  Members  Dues  Members  Dues 

1  District    128  14  $42  13  $39 

2  District    114  13  39  n  33 

3  District  37  4  12  4  12 

4  District  37*  4  12  4  12 

5  District  51  6  18  5  15 

6  District  59  7  21  6  18 

7  District  66  7  21  7  21 

8  District  78  9  27  8  24 

570  64  192  58  174 
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The  ratio  or  unit  of  ten  on  last  year's  reports  reduces  the  delegates  by  six 
and  the  dues  by  eighteen  dollars.  But  it  is  not  proposed  that  this  change  can 
go  into  effect  until  1903 — which  will  be  on  the  reports  made  in  1902,  which, 
by  this  growth  of  membei-ship  in  our  District  Societies,  will  give  us  a  larger 
delegation  and  revenue  than  we  have  now. 

A  change   so   decided  as  this  should  be  made  only  after  mature  con-, 
sideration  and  I  aim  only  to  get  this  notice  presented  where  it  may  be  seen 
and  studied  by  all. 

I  therefore  move  that  this  paper  be  printed  in  our  transactions  as  a  notice 
of  intention  to  instruct  at  our  next  annual  session,  our  Committee  on  Legis- 
lation to  so  amend  our  dental  law,  that  this  basis  of  representation  in  this 
body  shall  be  (probably  ten)  members  in  each  District  Society,  and  that 
every  District  Society  consider  this  proposition  during  the  coming  year, 
approving  or  disapproving  it  if  they  choose. 

C.  W.  Stainton. 

The  President  :  It  is  the  usual  procedure  for  the  reports  from 
district  societies  and  dental  colleges  to  be  referred  to  the  Publi- 
cation Committee.  If  there  be  no  objection,  that  will  be  the 
course  followed  this  year. 

There  being  none,  it  was  so  ordered. 


REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  SOCIETIES. 
FIRST  DISTRICT. 

The  thirty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  First  District  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  wtis  held  Tuesday  evening,  April  9,  1901.  The  board 
of  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  was  as  follows: 

President,  Charles  A.  Dubois,  36  West  Fifty-ninth  street. 

Vice-President,  Henry  D.  Hatch,  74  West  Eighty-fifth  street. 

Secretary,  Benjamin  C.  Nash,  142  West  Seventy-eighth  street. 

Treasurer,  James  W.  Taylor,  108  East  Fifty-seventh  street. 

Librarian,  Frederick  L.  Stanton,  35  West  Thirty-eighth  street. 

The  delegates  elected  to  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York 
are  William  E.  Francis  and  George  P.  Willis,  each  for  four  years. 

The  regular  meetings  were  held  from  October  to  April,  and  have  been 
generally  interesting  and  profitable.  One  clinic  was  given  during  the  season 
in  the  Polyclinic  Hospital  at  which  Dr.  Robert  H.  M.  Dawbom  was  the 
operator,  showing  his  operation  of  starving  out  malignant  growths  by  excision 
of  the  external  carotids.  This  clinic  was  well  attended  and  much  interest 
and  appreciation  manifested.  The  Society  continues  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion with  a  large  balance  in  the  treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  C.  Nash,  Secretary. 
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DELEGATES  TO  STATE  SOCIETY. 

ELECTED   APRIL,    1 898. 

George  H.  Rich  for  1898,  1899,  1900,  1901. 
David  C  Baker  for  1898,  1899,  1900,  1901. 

ELECTED    APRIL,    1 899. 

William  E.  Hoag  for  1899,  1900,  1901,  1902. 
Charles  G.  Pease  for  1899,  1900,  1901,  1902. 

ELECTED  APRIL,    I9OO. 

F.  L.  Fossume  (changed  from  Fosheim)  for  1900,  1901,  1902,  1903. 
Wm.  D.  Tracy  for  1900,  1901.  1902,  1903. 

ELECTED  APRIL,   I9OI. 

George  P.  Willis  for  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904. 
Wm.  E.  Francis  for  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904. 


B;  C.  Nash,  Secretary. 


ACTIVE    MEMBERS. 


Abel,  S.  Hosford,  28  W.  39th  st. 
Albert,  H.,  136  W.  34th  st. 
Allan,  George  S.,  51  W.  39th  st. 
Allen,  J.  L.,  128  E.  29th  st. 
Andrews,  Charles  L.,  121  E.  70th  st. 
Armstrong,  Herbert  R.,  171  W.  126th 

St. 

Baker,  David  C,  27  W.  33d  st. 
Berg,  Nils  A.,  179  E.  iioth  st. 
Bishop,  J.  Adams,  30  W.  38th  st. 
Blakeslee,   George   W.,   28   W.   26th 

St. 

Bogue,  E.  A.,  63  W.  48th  st. 
Brauncis,  F.  A.,  103  W.  45th  st. 
Buxbaum,  A.  I.  F.,  60  E.  58th  st. 
Caille,  William,  132  E.  60th  st. 
Carr,  William,  35  W.  46th  st. 
Castillo,  A.  L,  del,  151   W.  47th  st. 
Chaim,  M.  L.,  30  Cooper  Union. 
Colbum,  Walter  H.,  167  W.  81  st  st. 
Cole,  J.  Parley,  51  W.  soth  st. 
Coman,  John  S.,  2296  Seventh  ave. 
Cudlipp,  Edwin,  167  W.  8ist  si. 
Currie,  Alex.  W.,  626  Lexington  ave. 
Dailey,  Wilber  M.,  30  W.  39th  st. 
Deane,  William  C,  114  E.  60th  st. 
Dubar,  Charles  L.,  451  W.  22d  st. 
Dubois,  Charles  A.,  36  W.  59th  st. 


Dunning,  William  B.,  13  E.  33d  st. 
Evans,  George,  55  W.  39th  st. 
Farrar,  J.  N.,  1271  Broadway. 
Fletcher,  C.  R.,  146  W.  93d  st. 
Fossume,  F.  L.,  31  E.  60th  st. 
Foumier,  Joseph,  66  E.   58th  st. 
Francis,  William  E.,  45  E.  22d  st. 
Freeman,  S.,  965  Madison  ave. 
Gibson,  Charles  C,  41  W.  35th  st. 
Gibson,  Kasson  C,  41 J^  W.  4Sth  st. 
Goldsmith,  Sahiuel  L.,  129  E.  60th  st. 
Gottschaldt,  Martin  C,  13  E.  46th  st. 
Green,  Leo,  44  E.  75th  st. 
Grinan,  Alfred  J.,  253  W.  127th  st. 
Hammer,  H.  F.,  42  W.  40th  st. 
Hart,  John  L,  118  W.  55th  st. 
Harvitt,  Joseph,  214  E.  Broadway. 
Hasbrouck,  Jas.  F.,  62  W.  38th  st. 
Hatch,  Henry  D.,  74  W.  85th  st. 
Herbhold,  Otto,  222  E.  15th  st. 
Hiller,  Paul  W.,  231  W.  42d  st. 
Hills,  William  B.,  307  E.  i8th  st. 
Hoag,  William  E.,  8  E.  43d  st. 
Hodson,  J.  F.  P.,  19  W.  39th  st. 
Howe,  J.  Morgan,  58  W.  47th  st. 
Howells,  E.  W.,  70  W.  35th  st. 
Hull,  Henry  J.,  640  ^adison  ave. 
Jackson,  V.  H.,  240  Lenox  ave. 
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Jenkins,  G.  R.,  302  W.  56th  st. 
Jernigan,  G.  F.,  154  Madison  ave. 
Krone,  O.  A.,  108  E.  57th  st. 
Lambert,  H.,  240  E.  19th  st. 
Lansing,  A.  G.,  239  W.  52d  st 
Le  Roy,  Louis  C,  6  Lexington  ave. 
Linton,  C  C,  65  W.  126th  st 
Littig,  J.  Bond,  113  W.  47th  st 
Lord,  Benjamin,  34  W.  28th  st 
Marshall,  H.  G.,  144  W.  126th  st. 
Merritt,   Arthur  H.,  413   Lexington 

ave. 
Mersereau,  G.  B.,  34  W.  126th  st. 
Messinger,  Elmer.  S.,  41  *W.  35th  st 
Metzger,  Otto  L,  606  Park  ave. 
Meyer,  John  H.,  117  W.  48th  st 
Miller.  A.  B.,  123  W.  48th  st. 
Miller,  Charles  W.,  424  Park  ave. 
M  inner,  E.  E.,  136  W.  92d  st 
Morse,    Daniel    E.,    1135    Lexington 

ave. 
McKenzie,  James,  57  W.  84th  st. 
McLaren,  Francis  J.,  127  W.  48th  st 
McNaughton,  S.  H.,  63  W.  49th  st. 
McNeille,    Charles    S.,     19    Cooper 

Union. 
Nash,  Benjamin  C,  142  W.  78th  st 
Niles,  W.  W.,  172  E.  ii6th  st 
Nisley,  John  C,  35  W.  46th  st 
Northrop,  A.  L.,  57  W.  49th  st. 
Onderdonk,  T.  W.,  10  E.  34th  st 
Palmer,  Delos,  48  W.  50th  st 
Palmer,  Eugene,  48  W.  soth  st. 
Palmer,  G.  B.,  126  W.  126th  st. 
Palmer,  James  G.,  63  W.  48th  st. 
Park,  William  B.,  375  3d  ave. 
Pease,  Charles  G.,  loi  W.  72d  st» 
Peters,  A.  L.,  58  2d  ave. 
Perrin,  Alfred  R.,  86th  st.  and  Lex- 
ington ave. 


Perry,  S.  G.,  46  W.  37th  st. 
Rabell,  Charles  F.,  129  W.  22d  st 
Reitz,  Ralph  B.,  38  E.  61  st  st. 
Remington,  F.  A.,  57  W.  49th  st 
Rettich,  H.,   118  W.  58th  st 
Rhein,  M.  L.,  38  E.  61  st  st 
Rich,  George  H.,  943  Madison  ave. 
Richardson,  C.  C,  1 190,  Madison  ave. 
Ros,  Osvaldo,  51  W.  50th  st 
Rouse,  A.  G.,  542  sth  ave. 
Scott,  Charles  F.,  105  E.  24th  st 
Sheckter,  Samuel  J.,  251   E.  Broad- 
way. 
Shields,  Nelson  T.,  154  Madison  ave. 
Short,  William  B.,  242  Lenox  ave. 
Simon,  Samuel,  222  E.  13th  st. 
Sisson,  H.  H.,  64  W.  49th  st 
Smith,  F.  Milton,  141  W.  I22d  st 
Smith,  Karl  Chapin,  67  W.  54th  st. 
Sniffen,  D.  Austin,  155  W.  48th  st. 
Spencer,  H.  W.,  65  W.   117th  st 
Stanton,  F.  L.,  35  W.  38th  st. 
Starr,  Alfred  R.,  8  E.  92d  st. 
Stier,  J.  J.,  300  W.  48th  st. 
Strohmeyer,  J.  J.,  123  E.  64th  st. 
Suriani,  Philip,  239  E.  34th  st. 
Swift,  Arthur  L.,  161  W.  71st  st. 
Taylor,  James  W.,  108  E.  57th  st. 
Tracy,  W.  D.,  46  W.  37th  st. 
Turner,  F.  C,  58  W.  50th  st. 
Vetter,  Charles,  Jr.,  152  2d  st. 
Wald,  Armin,  323  E.  4th  st. 
Walker,  Alfred  S.,  76  W.  89th  st. 
Walker,  W.  W.,  58  W.  50th  st. 
Wardwell,  C.  S.,  542  5th  ave. 
Wardwell,  I.  F.,  542  5th  ave. 
Williamson,  D.  W.,  121  W.  21st  st 
Willis,  George  P.,  114  E.  6oth  st. 
WoIIison,  R.  M.,  20  W.  47th  st. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


♦Crowley,  C.  George,  New  York. 
Gaylord,  E.  S.,  New  Haven,  C<fnn. 
Harmstad,  F.  C,  New  York. 


♦Hawes,  Arnold  C,  Noroton,  Conn. 
♦Heitzmann,  Carl,  New  York. 
Herbst,  Wilhelm,  Bremen,  Germany. 


♦Deceased. 
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Kirk,  Edward  C,   Philadelphia,  Pa.  Odell,  Frank  M.,  New  York. 

Merritt,  Charles,  New  York.  Shepard,  L.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Miller,   Charles,   New   York.  Younger,  W.  J.,  Chicago,  III 
♦McKellops,  H.  J.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

NON-RESIDENT   MEMBERS. 

Andrews,  R.  R.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  Meeker,  Charles  A.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Darby,  Edwiix  T.,  Philadelphia,   Pa.  Peirce,  C.  N.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Francis,  C.  E.,  Stamford,  Conn.  Stowell,  Sidney  S.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Gardner,   F.  H.,  Chicago,  III.  Thomas,  T.  J.,  Glen  Cove,  N.  Y. 

Goodwillie,  James,  New  York.  Truman,  James,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Guilford,  S.  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Valentine,  D.  W.,  Englewood,  N.  J. 

Harlan,  A.  W.,  Chicago,  111.  Watkins,  S.  C.  G.,  Montclair,  N.  J. 

Hoblitzell,  C-,  W.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  n 
La  Roche,  W.  T.,  Harrington  Park, 
N.  J. 

CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Black,  G.  v.,  Jacksonville,  III.  Luckey,  B.  F.,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Brown,  E.  Parmly,  New  York.  McQuillen,  D.  N.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Butler,  Charles  S.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Stockton,   C   S.,   Newark,   N.   J. 

Faught,  L.  Ashley,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Tovill,  W.  R.,  Melbourne,  Australia. 

Lee,  F.  H.,  Auburn,  N.  Y.  Vaz,  Ph.  N.,  Caracas,  Venezuela. 


SECOND   DISTRICT. 

Dr.  W.  A.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Second  District  Dental  Society, 
held  in  Brooklyn,  April  8,  1901,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year: 

President,  W.  J.  Turner,  105  Clinton  street. 

Vice-President,  F.  P.  Hamlet,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

Recording  Secretary,  Ellison  Hillyer,  472  Greene  avenue. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  H.  P.  Gould,  193  Joralemon  street. 

Treasurer,  R.  G.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  444  Putnam  avenue. 

Librarian,  R.  C.  Brewster,  126  Lefferts  place. 

Delegates  to  State  Society,  Horace  P.  Gould  and  Ellison  Hillyer,  t6  serve 
four  years. 

The  seven  meetings,  all  held  in  Brooklyn,  have  been  well  attended  and 
the  papers  and  discussions  have  been  very  satisfactory.  We  have  added 
thirteen  new  names  to  our  active  membership  list,  and  one  to  our  honorary 
list.  We  have  lost  by  death  Drs.  C.  W.  Harreys  and  C.  Stevens.  Six 
members  have  resigned  and  three  been  dropped  from  the  rolls  for  non- 
payment of  dues.  The  transactions  of  the  Society  have  appeared  in  the 
Items  of  Interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

♦Deceased.  Ellison  Hillyer,  Secretary, 
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MEMBERS/ 


Abbott,  Frank  P.,  124  S.  Oxford  st 
Allan,  C  R,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
Ash,  Chas.  F.,  160  Park  pi. 
Ayres,   L.   S.,  New   Brighton,   S.   I. 
Babcock,  E.  H.,  140  Remsen  st. 
Barker,  D.  W.,  87  Lafayette  avc 
Barnes,  W.  N.,  126  Greene  ave. 
Brewster,  R.  C,  126  Lefferts  pi. 
Brock  way,  A.  H.,  13  Greene  ave. 
Brown,  B.  A.,  13  Greene  ave. 
Brown,  J.  B.,  80  Lafayette  ave. 
Buckley,  W.  A.,  Liberty,  N.  Y. 
Bush,  C.  Abbott,  520  Nostrand  ave. 
Bush,  W.  N.,  368  Putnam  ave. 
Byers,  J.  M.,  488  Nostrand  ave. 
Campbell,  W.  A.,  436  Gold  st 
Clark,  W.  G.,  105  Montague  st. 
Clark,  W.  P.,  380  9th  st. 
Clasing,  J.  F.  W.,  280  President  st 
Connor.   M.,    189  Joralemon   st 
Cook,  C.  D.,  162  Remsen  st. 
Croscup,  H.  C!,  190  State  St 
Cuinet  L.  A.,  152  Henry  st 
Desnoes,  A.  M.,  62  Hancock  st 
Dills,  W.  B.,  260  De  Kalb  ave. 
Dobbs,  E.  T.,  167  State  st 
DuBois,  C.  F.,  290  Gates  ave. 
Emerson,  F.  S.,  140  Wilson  st 
Ferris,  H.  C,  1108  Bergen  st 
Frazer,  W.  N.,  184  McDonough  st. 
Fuller,  D.  A.,  162  Clinton  st 
Fuller,  D.  J.,  162  Clinton  st. 
Fuller,  E.  D.,  Peekskill,  N.  Y. 
Fuller,  Z.  P.,  105  S.  Elliott  pi. 
Gilchrist,  H.  C,  Nyack,  N.  Y. 
Gould,  H.  P.,  193  Joralemon  st 
Gould,  H.  S.,  103  Greene  ave. 
Graves,  C  F.,  201  Schermerhom  st 
Halsey,  W.  E.,  203  Jefferson  ave. 
Hamlet,  F.  P.,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 
Hankinson,  M.  C,  144  Lawrence  st 
Hanning,  J.  H.,  188  St  Marfcs  ave. 
Heilig,  S.  E.,  82  Sixth  ave. 
Hill,  O.  E.,  160  Clinton  st 
Hillyer,  Ellison,  472  Greene  ave. 
*  All  of  Brooklyn  unless  otherwise  noted. 


Holly,  J.  H.,  Warwick,  N.  Y. 
Holly,  R.  T.,  155  Montague  st. 
Holmes,  J.  H.,  748  Putnam  ave. 
Hopkins,  S.  P.,  156  Clinton  st. 
Houghton,  O.  E.,  126  S.  Oxford  st 
Hubbard,  Chas.,  191  6th  ave. 
Hull,  P.  L.,  Jamaica,  L.  I. 
Hurd,  W.  B.,  502  Bedford  ave. 
Huskinson,  E.  C,  804  DeKalb  ave. 
Hutchinson,  R.  G.,  Jr.,  444  Putnam 

ave. 
Hyatt,  T.   P.,  516  Nostrand  ave. 
Jarvie,  Wm.,  105  Clinton  st. 
Johnston,  W.  H.,  73  Ft  Greene  pi. 
Keowen,  S.  S.,  949  Bedford  ave. 
Keppy,  F.  B.,  62  Hancock  st. 
Ketcham,  F.  S.,  359  Macon  st. 
Knight,  G.  W.,  15  Cambridge  pi. 
Kreamer,   F.   O.,  225   Schermerhom 

st 
Lanchantin,  E.  F.,  360  9th  st. 
Lienau,  R.  C,  233a  Clinton  st. 
Lundgren,  C.  J.,  1241  Broadway. 
Mapp,  C.  J.,  59  Court  st 
McBrair,  H.  C,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 
McCori^ack,  P.,  465  Fulton  st. 
McDougall,  K.,  119  Halsey  st. 
Mills,  J.  J.,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 
Moore,  F.  W.,  408a  Qinton  st 
Morris,  F.,  642  Greene  ave. 
Nies,  F.  H.,  114  William  st 
Noll,  Jos.  A.,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 
Norton,  S.  J.  L.,  218  Van  Buren  st 
O'Brien,  H.  L.,  217  9th  st 
Ottolengui,    R.,   115    Madison    ave., 

New  York. 
Parker,  C.  B.,  167  Remsen  st. 
Parker,  D.  W.  L.,  167  Remsen  st. 
Parker,  E.  G.,  Goshen,  N.  Y. 
Parker,  V.  F.,  114  Montague  st. 
Peterson,  John  O.,  216  Bergen  st. 
Pool,  G.  E.,  196  52d  St. 
Powell,  J.  K,  Jr.,  155  Hendrix  st 
Provost,  W.  D.,  352  Stuyvesant  ave. 
Quinlan,  T.  A.,  463  Fulton  st. 
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Ramsdell,  W.  M.,  129  S.  Oxford  st. 
Randall,  W.  V.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
Riggs,  W.  C,  461  Washington  ave. 
Rippier,  E.  T.,  352  9th  st. 
Rogers,  W.  H.,  568  Jefferson  ave. 
Roussell,  A.  N.,  143  Stuyvesant  ave. 
Royce,  F.  C,  65  Greene  ave. 
Russell,  J.  W.,  368  Adelphi  st. 
Ruyl,  J.  P.,  49  Ashford  st. 
Sanbem,  F.,  156  Clinton  ave. 
Sandhusen,  G.,  298  Cumberland  st. 
Schmidt,  J.  A.,  1195  Dean  st. 
Scofield,  F.  E.,  87  Macon  st. 
Seaver,  A.  D.,  154  Berkeley  pi. 
Shaw,  L.,  162  Remsen  st. 


Siqveland,  Theo.,  260  President  st. 
Skinner,  D.  S.,  71  Greene  ave. 
Spooner,  F.  B.,  12  Cambridge  pi. 
Strong,  W.  A.,  34  Smith  st. 
Turner,  W.  J.,  105  Clinton  st. 
Van  Note,  F.  L.,  826  Flatbush  ave. 
Van  Woert,  F.  T.,  260  DeKalb  ave. 
Varcoe,  E.  R.,  Goshen,  N.  Y. 
Walker,  F.  C.,  41  Schermerhom  st 
Wallace,  E.  Chapin,  57  Morton  st. 
Weiskotten,  R.  H.,  473  Bedford  ave. 
White,  G.  W.,  309  13th  st. 
Wicks,  J.  V.  P.,  548  Madison  st. 
Wilder,  L.  G.,  52  Ft.  Greene  pi. 


HONORARY   MEMBERS. 


Flagg,  J.  Foster,  Swarthmore,  Pa. 
Jackson,  V.  H.,  240  Lenox  ave.,  N. 

Y. 
Marvin,   C.   A.,  Montclair,   N.  J. 


Mirick,    H.     G.,    "The    Arlington, 

Montague  st. 
Royce,  T.  C,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 
Wait,  S.,  138  Lefferts  pi. 


DELEG.\TES    TO    STATE    SOCIETY. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  term  expires  1902. 
Dr.  H.  C.  McBrair,  term  expires  1902. 
Dr.  W.  J.  Turner,  term  expires  1903. 
Dr.  F.  B.  Keppy,  term  expires  1903. 
Dr.  F.   P.  Hamlet,  term  expires  1904. 
Dr.  T.  P.  Hyatt,  term  expires  1904. 
Dr.  H.  P.  Gould,  term  expires  1905. 
Dr.  Ellison  Hillyer,  term  expires  1905. 


THIRD    DISTRICT. 

Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir/— I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  Third  District  Dental  Society 
as  follows: 

Three  (3)  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  viz. :  The  semi- 
annual at  Schenectady  in  joint  session  with  the  Fourth  District. 

The  quarterly  at  Troy  and  the  annual  at  Albany.  At  all  three  meetings 
instructive  clinics  were  held  and  papers  read. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are: 

President,  Dr.  G.  A.  Sullivan,  Albany. 

Vice-President,  Dr.  Frank  Ketner,  Hudson. 

Secretary,  Dr.  M.  J.  Barrett,  Troy. 

Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  W.  Canaday,  Albany. 
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Correspondent,  Dr.  F.  LeGrand  Ames,  Albany. 
Delegates  jelected  to  State  Society  for  term  of  four  years  are : 
Dr.  H.  G.  Nelson. 
Dr.  C.  H.  Bird,  and 

Dr.  J.  W.  Hine  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Dr.  Rowe. 
One  member,  Dr.  Joseph  MacDonald,  has  been  removed  by  the  hand  of 
death,  leaving  our  present  membership  thirty-seven  (37)  as  follows: 


.\CTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Aldcroft,  J.  G.,  Hudson. 
Ames,  F.  LeGrand,  Albany. 
Amyot,  B.  E.,  Cohoes. 
Allen,  Chas.  E.,  Albany. 
Appleton,  J.  T.,  Albany. 
Appleton,  G.  N.,  Albany. 
Barrett,  M.  J.,  Troy. 
Bennett  E.  A.,  Albany. 
Bird,  C  H.,  Troy. 
Canaday,  J.  W.,  Albany. 
Ellis,  Richard,  Troy. 
Englert,  G.  A.,  Catskill. 
Garvey,  P.  S.,  Hudson. 
Haskill,  H.  S.,  Albany. 
Hawkins,  F.  F.,  Troy. 
Hine,  James  W.,  Albany. 
Johnson,  A.  S..  Troy. 
Kirwan,  P.  T.,  Albany. 
Ketner,   Frank,   Hudson. 


Knauff,  K  J.,  Troy. 
Lyman,  H.  D*.,  Troy. 
McCarthy,  W.  E.,  Troy. 
Nelson,  H.  G.,  Troy. 
Oakley,  P.  S.,  Troy. 
Ouimet,  F.,   Albany. 
Quinlan,  F.  H.,  Troy. 
Roosa,  Hyman,  Kingston. 
Rowe,  M.  T.,  Albany, 
Schermerhom,  Frank,  Cohoes. 
Scott,  John  A.,  Rensselaer. 
Sullivan,  Geo.  A.,  Albany. 
Van  Vleck,  C.  K.,  Hudson. 
Whitbeck,  T.  H.,  Albany. 
Whitney,  S.  N.,  Albany. 
Wright,  A.  M.,  Troy. 
Young,  E.  J.,  Troy. 
Young,  G.  B.,  Troy. 

M.  J.  Barrett,  Secretary. 


FOURTH    DISTRICT. 

Dr.  W.  a.  White^  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — The  thirty-third  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on 
the  1 6th  day  of  April  in  Schenectady. 

There  were  twenty  of  our  members  present. 

The  Society  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Three  new  members  were 
elected,  making  a  total  of  thirty-nine  active  members,  one  name  having 
been  dropped  from  the  roll. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

President,  Dr.  A.  D.  Youngs,  Johnstown. 

Vice-President,  Dr.  George  Brown,  Glens  Falls. 

Secretary,  Dr.  Edward  B.  Rhinehart,  Schenectady. 

Treasurer,  Dr.  E.  Doolittle,  Saratoga. 

Correspondent,  Dr.  W.  S.  Rose,  Schenectady. 

The  delegates  to  the  State  Society  are: 
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Drs.  George  Woolsey  and  W.  E.  Lansing,  term  expires  1901. 
Drs.  C.  R.  Holt  and  A.  H.  McCann,  term  expires  1902. 
Drs.  E.  B.  Rhinehart  and  A.  D.  Youngs,  term  expires  1903. 
Drs.  A.  A.  Rossiter  and  W.  S.  Rose,  term  expires  1904. 
Our  Society  recommend  Dr.  W.  E.  Lansing  for  permanent  membership 
in  the  State  Society. 

ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Brown,  George,  Glens  Falls. 
Bush,  F.  S.,  Gloversville. 
Collins,  J.  H.,  Granville. 
Colgrove,  W.  H.,  Johnstown. 
Clark,  G.  M.,  Gloversville. 
Doolittle,  E.,   Saratoga. 
Foulds,  T.  H.,  Glens  Falls. 
Foote,  N,  E.,  Whitehall. 
Gross,  O.  J.,  Schenectady. 
Hull,  J.  B.,  Schenectady. 
Hall,  H.  A.,  Gloversville. 
Hawley,  A.  F.,  Waterford. 
Holt,  C  R.,  Westport. 
Lamb,  G.  E.,  Port  Henry. 
Lansing,  W.  E.,  Gloversville. 
Merrihew,  P.  P.,  Quaker  Street. 
Merwin,  N.  L.,  Amsterdam. 
Munroe,  E.  A.,  Saratoga 
McCann,  A.  H.,  Glens  Falls. 
Powers,  N.  C,  Saratoga. 

The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  Glens  Falls,  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  April,  1902. 

Respectfully, 

O.  J.  Gross,  Secretary. 


Quigg,  John,  Saratoga. 
Rhinehart,  E.,  Schenectady. 
Rose,  W.  S.,  Schenectady. 
Reynolds,  E.  E.,  Schenectady. 
Reynolds,  W.   T.,   Amsterdam. 
Rich,   A.   C.,   Saratoga. 
Rossiter,  A.  A.,  Saratoga. 
Sigsbee,  J.  L.,  Canajoharie. 
Sloan,  P.,  Canajoharie. 
Shaw,  Edmund,  Gloversville. 
Snyder,  W.  E.,  Amsterdam. 
Shannon,  George,  Cambridge. 
Sitterly,  A.  T.,  Schenectady. 
Sayers,  D.  D.,  Gloversville. 
Tibbetts,  Willard  H.,  Ballston. 
Timerman,  L.  A.,  Fort  Plain. 
Woolsey,  George,  Fonda. 
Wright,  Frank,  Ticonderoga. 
Young,  A.  D.,  Gloversville. 


FIFTH   DISTRICT. 


Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  Fifth  District  Dental 
Society  as  follows: 

The  thirty-second  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  in  Syracuse  Oct.  9 
and  10,  1900.  Dr.  J.  C  Sullivan,  of  Little  Falls,  and  Dr.  L.  F.  Dunn,  of 
Oneida,  were  elected  to  membership.  A  very  interesting  and  instructive 
program  was  presented. 

The  thirty-third  annual  meeting  was  held  at  "The  Yates,"  Syracuse,  April 
12  and  13,  1901.     Eight  papers  were  presented,  all  of  a  high  order  of  merit. 

Six  men  were  elected  to  membership,  viz. :  A.  Fowler  Smith  and  Clarence 
M.  Ryan,  Syracuse;   Lawrence  H.  Jones,  Rome;  A.  L.  Puckey,  Waterville; 
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^^.  B.  Parker  and  C.  W.  Howard,  Watertown.    Seven  names  were  dropped 
^^  nonpayment  of  dues  and  two  resigned,  leaving  our  active  membership 
^'^-one  and  six  honorary  members. 
The  following  officers  were  elected: 
I^resident,  Dr.  C.  H.  Barnes,   Syracuse. 
Vice-President,  Dr.  Sheridan  Slocum,  Oswego. 
Secretary,  Dr.  A.  D.  Wells,  Skaneateles.  , 

Treasurer,  Dr.  I.  C.  Curtis,  Fulton. 
Correspondent,  Dr.  J.  H.  Dower,  Syracuse. 
*-ibrarian,  Dr.  F.  R.  Adams,  Vernon. 

It  ^as  decided  to   hold   the  thirty-third  semi-annual  meeting  at  Utica, 

^^t  8  and   9,    1901.     Society   adjourned  on    Saturday  afternoon   to   reas- 

•^cnbie  at  a  complimentary  dinner  tendered  to  Dn  S.  B.  Palmer  under  the 

^P/ces  of  the  Society  by  his  friends  and  fellow  workers  in  commemoration 

^«<v.  "^^ty-two  years  of  successful  practice  and  in  appreciation  of  his  accurate 

Aii^r^^ilic  work,  his  faithful  character  and  the  prominent  and  influential  posi- 

^     ^^^cupied  by  him  in  the  dental  profession.     Prominent  men  in  the  pro- 

"^sVt^n  were  present  from  all  parts  of  the  State.    All  of  which  is  respect- 

VoJX^  submitted. 

Albert  D.  Wells,  Secretary. 


V\ 


ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Adams,  F.  R.,  Vernon. 
Butler,  G.   H.,   Syracuse. 
Billington,   B.   H.,   Syracuse. 
Barnes,  C  H.,  Syracuse. 
Beach,   G.    B.,    Syracuse. 
Bcnz,  John  C,  Syracuse. 
Cherry,  C.  E.,  Syracuse. 
Cooke,  A.  R.,  Syracuse. 
Cooke,  A.    A.,  Utica. 
Curtis,  I.   C,   Fulton. 
Coe,  I.  J.,   Fulton. 
Ciunmings,  J.  E.,  Syracuse. 
Dower,  J.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Dunn,  T.  F.,  Oneida. 
Elliott,  Geo.   L.,   Syracuse.  * 
Fisher,  F.  W.,  Syracuse. 
Garlinghouse,  J.   N.,   Clinton. 

Hardisty,  G.  H.,  Syracuse, 

Haight,  Percy  L.,  Little  Falls. 

Howard,  C.  W.,  Watertown. 

Jones,  R.  Frank,  Utica. 

Jones,  Wm.  H.,  Clinton. 

Jackson,  J.  Will,  Boonville. 

Jones,  L.  H.,  Rome. 

McCraith,  T.  E.,  Utica. 

Murray,  W.  G.,  Herkimer. 


Nellis,  F.   D.,   Syracuse. 
Palmer,  S.  B.,  Syracuse. 
Priest,  A.  M.,  Utica. 
Peters,  C,  J.,  Syracuse. 
Pollard,  Glen  F.,  Oriskany  Falls. 
Potter,  G.  A.,  Cape  Vincent. 
Puckey,  A.,  Waterville. 
Parker,  Geo.  B.,  Watertown. 
Retter,  A.,  Utica. 
Red  way,  R.  B.,  I  lion. 
Ryan,  C.  M.,  Syracuse. 
Stillman,  A.  A.,  Syracuse. 
Slocum,  Sheridan,  Oswego. 
Smith,  E.  A.,  Rome. 
Smith,  F.  R.,  Rome. 
Sullivan,  J.  C,  Little  Falls. 
Smith,   A.   F.,   Syracuse. 
Tibbetts,   F.  G.,  Fayetteville. 
Tremain,  W.  F.,  Rome. 
Tompkins,  H.  H.,  Utica. 
Wells,   A.   D.,    Skaneateles. 
Wells,  L  G.,  Holland  Patent. 
Webb,  E.  R.,  Syracuse. 
Webb,  H.  C,  Syracuse. 
Yule,   O.  J.,   Mohawk. 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Curtis,  Geo.,  Lenox,  N.  Y.  Schmidt,  J.  A.,  Brooklyn. 

Evans,  Geo.,  New  York.  Swartwout,   E.   L.,   Utica. 

Barrett,  W.  C,  BuflFalo.  Ford,  F.  A.,  Cazenovia. 

CENSORS. 

Dr.  F.  D.  Nellis,  Syracuse.  Dr.   A.   Retter,   Utica. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 

DELEGATES   TO   STATE  SOCIETY. 

1898-1902  R.  B.  Redway,  I.  G.  Wells. 

1899-1903  C.  H.  Barnes,  W.  H.  Jones. 

1900-1904  S.  Slocum,  J.  C.  Benz. 

1901-1905  G.  B.  Beach,  E.  A.  Smith. 


SIXTH    DISTRICT. 

BiNGHAMTON,  N.  Y.,  May  4,  1901. 

The  Treasurer,  Secretary  and  several  committees  presented  their  annual 
reports,  all  of  which  were  accepted  by  the  Society. 

Officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are: 

President,  Marcus  O.  Landon,  of  Delhi. 

Vice-President,  Francis  M.  Willis,  of  Ithaca. 

Secretary,  Frederic  W.  McCall,  of  Binghamton. 

Treasurer,  Herbert  D.  Whitmarsh,  of  Bingham  ton. 

Censor,  M.  Hoffman  Fish,  of  New  Berlin. 

Delegates  to  State  Dental  Society: 

Charles  F.  Baylis,  of  Oneonta. 

Herbert  D.  Whitmarsh,  of  Binghamton. 

Dr.  George  W.  Melotte,  of  Ithaca,  was  elected  an  honorary  member,  and 
Charles  M.  Dunne,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Norwich,  and  Miles  M.  Smith,  D.  D.  S., 
of  Lester-Shire,  were  elected  to  active  membership. 

The  Business  Committee  presented  an  unusually  attractive  program,  which 
included  a  clinic  given  by  I.  C.  Curtis,  M.  D.  S.,  of  Fulton,  N.  Y. 

The  entire  forenoon  of  the  second  day  was  given  up  to  clinics,  which 
were  held  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary. 

The  Society  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  Seventh  District  Dental 
Society,  and  will  meet  with  them  at  Rochester  next  October. 

The  Treasurer  was  directed  to  send  twenty-five  dollars  to  the  Galveston 
(Texas)  Dental  Society. 

The  Sixth  District  Society  has  fifty-seven  active  members  and  nine  honor- 
ary members. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Frederic  W.  McCall,  Secretary. 
Dr.  W.  A.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  thirty-third  annual  report  of 
the  Sixth  District  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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The  thirty-second  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Oneonta  Club, 
Oneonta,  New  York,  on  October  3  and  4,  1900.  An  attractive  program,  a 
theater  party  and  a  dinner  made  this  meeting  an  enjoyable  one. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  at  this  meeting  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  we  mourn  the  loss  of  Dr.  Charles  W.  McCall  as  per- 
sonal because  every  member  of  the  Society  knew  and  loved  him  as  a  friend 
and  fellow-worker." 

This  is  no  ordinary  expression  from  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  a 
memorial,  but  one  where  every  member  feels  that  it  is  a  personal  loss  to  no 
longer  see  and  feel  his  presence.  Be  it  further  resolved,  that  in  Dr.  McCall 
we  mourn  the  loss  of  one  who  was  in  every  sense  an  inspiration  to  do 
one's  best  in  all  the  complex  duties  of  life.  His  influence  for  good  was 
far  reaching,  as  he  was  a  pattern  of  the  kindly  professional  gentleman,  and  a 
devoted  friend. 

We  extend  to  his  family  our  condolence  and  this  expression  of  our 
sorrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  tribute  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased. 

(Signed)  A.  M.  Holmes, 

M.  H.  Fish, 
A.  S.  Barnes, 

Committee, 

The  thirty-third  annual  meeting  was  held*at  Binghamton,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  May  2  and  3,  1901. 

Dr.  Marcus  O.  Landon,  of  Delhi,  President  of  the  Society,  called  the 
meetiog  to  order  on  Thursday  at  3  p.  m.,  and  delivered  an  address  of  wel- 
come. The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Bennett  Assembly  Hall,  and 
thirty  members  and  several  visitors  were  present 


ACTIVE    MEMBERS. 


Adamy,  S.  W.,  Union. 
Aldrich,  M.  B.,  Binghamton. 
Arbuckle,  J.  H.,  Delhi. 
Barnes,  A,  S.,  Oneonta. 
Barton,  W.  W.,  Binghamton. 
Bassett,  C  G.,   Sidney. 
Baylis,  C.  F.,  Oneonta. 
Campbell,  Paul,  Cooperstown. 
Clark,  A.  P.,  Sidney. 
Copley,   W.   M.,   Otego. 
Cowan,  J.  H.,  Cortland. 
Cox,  C  W.,  Horseheads. 
Darby,    F.   B.,   Elmira. 
Denike,  G.  A.,  Binghamton. 
Downs,  E.  D.,  Owego. 
Dunne,  C.  M.,  Norwich. 
Fish,  M.  H.,  New  Berlin. 


Fish,  W.  S.,  Sherburne. 
Flaherty,   J.   V.,    Chittenango. 
Ford,  F.  A.,  Cazenovia. 
Fox,   A.   H.,  Elmira. 
Goddard,  E.,  Elmira. 
Hall,  W.  H.,  Binghamton. 
Hamilton,   H.   B.,  Ithaca. 
Harris,  E.  W.,  Walton. 
Hawkins,   C.    F.,    Ithaca. 
Hill,  William  L.,  Owego. 
Holmes,  A.  M.,  Morrisville. 
Howe,  Fred  B.,  Ithaca. 
Howe,   John    B.,    Ithaca. 
Hoysradt,  G.  W.,  Ithaca. 
Hughston,  R.  G.,  Delhi. 
Ingalls,   C.    E.,   Cortland. 
Ingalls,  L.  S.,  Cortland. 
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Ingalls,  M.  B.,  Cortland. 
Ingraham,  W.  J.,  Binghamton. 
Jewell,  M.  D.,  Richfield  Springs. 
Joachim,  E.  B.,  Unadilla. 
Knapp,  L.  E.,  Deposit 
Landon,  M.  O.,  Delhi. 
LeSuer,  W.  J.,  Oneonta. 
Mayor,  William  E.,  Owego. 
McCall,  F.  W.,  Binghamton. 
Needham,  A.  V.,  Oneida. 
Nelson,  E.,  Waverly. 
Pitcher,  E.  L.,  Cooperstown. 


Sanford,  L.  P.,  Binghamton.   • 
Sharp,  W.  M.,  Binghamton. 
Smith,  M.  M.,  Lester-Shire. 
Spencer,  C.  W.,  Sidney. 
Thompson,  F.  R.,  Homer. 
Turner,  A.  D.,  Binghamton. 
Turner,  H.  H.,  Marathon. 
Walker,  E.  S.,  Greene. 
White,  L.  T.,  Cortland. 
Whitmarsh,  H.  D.,  Binjrhamton. 
Willis,  F.  M.,  Ithaca. 


HONORARY  MEMBEI^S. 

L.  D.  Walter,  D.  D.  S.,  Rochester.  J.  K  Newell,  Wyalusing,  Pa. 

E.  C.  Rischell,  Athens,  Pa.  Dr.  Quintere,  Lyons,   France. 

.W.  B.  Kelly,  Towanda,  Pa.  F.  S.  Howe,  Dryden. 

W.  W.  Smith,  Montrose,  Pa.  G.  W.  Melotte,  Ithaca. 
C.  S.  Dosenbury,  M.  D.,  LeRaysville, 
Pa. 


SEVENTH   DISTRICT. 

Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

The  Seventh  District  Dental  Society  held  two  meetings  during  the  year. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  in  joint  session  with  the  Eighth  District  Society 
was  held  in  Buffalo. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  Powers  Hotel  in 
Rochester.  Three  well  attended  sessions  were  held,  seven  interesting  papers 
were  read,  and  several  valuable  clinics  were  given. 

All  members  and  visitors  were  invited  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Rochester  Dental  Society  at  night,  and  a  very  enjoyable  and  profitable  even- 
ing was  spent  by  all  present. 

Seven  new  members  were  received  during  the  year:  Dr.  R.  B.  Avery, 
Auburn,  N.  Y. ;  H.  J.  Cull,  Sodus,  N.  Y. ;  M.  C.  Bradley,  Avon,  N.  Y. ;  S. 
L.  Pickels,  Corning,  N.  Y. ;  W.  G.  Kempe,  J.  N.  Hanna,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; 
W.  H.  Marks,  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President,  W.  W.  Belcher,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Vice-President,  F.  W.  Proseus,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Recording  Secretary,  F.  Messerschmitt,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  C.  F.  Bunbury,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer,  LeRoy  Requa,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Board  of  Censors,  F.  H.  Lee,  J.  Requa,  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  H.  S.  Miller, 
W.  W.  Smith. 

Delegates  to  State  Society: 

C.   Elmendorf  and  L.  H.  Gilbert,  1902. 
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F.  Messerschmitt  and  B.  S.  Hert,  1903. 

G.  G.  Bums  and  B.  C.  Guile,  19CX4. 
L.  C.  Tones  and  F.  W.  Proseus,  1905. 


F.  Messerschmitt^  Secretary, 


ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Ailing,  F.  D.,  Sodus. 
Andrews,  G.  A.,  Lyons. 
Avery,  R.  B.,  Auburn. 
Bachman,  C.  C,  Waterloo. 
Barr,  W.  H.,  Rochester. 
Beebee,  J.  H.,  Rochester. 
Belcher,  W.  W.,  Rochester. 
Booth,  C  F.,  Canandaigua. 
Bradley,  M.  C,  Avon. 
Bunbury,  C.  F.,  Rochester. 
Burkhart,  A.  P.,  Dansville. 
Bums,   G.  G.,   Rochester. 
Chase,  J.  A.,  Geneseo. 
Clapp,   E.   A.,   Livonia. 
Cowan,   J.   W.,   Geneseo. 
Cull,   H.  J.,   Sodus. 
Dennison,  J.  S.,  Waterloo. 
Edington,  L   C,  Rochester. 
Edwards,  D.  L.,  Clyde. 
Elmendorf,   C,   Penn   Yan.. 
Erler,  R.,  Rochester. 
Fenderson,  F.  A.,  Coming. 
French,  F.,  Rochester. 
Fumer,  J.  S.,  Lima. 
Gilbert,  L.  H.,  Rochester. 
Goble,  L.  S.,  Rochester. 
Goode,  G,  Rochester. 
Greene,  F.  A.,  Geneva. 
Guile,  B.  C,  Hammondsport. 
Hall,  Alex.,  Hbmellsville. 
Hanna,  J.  N.,  Rochester. 
Hert,  B.  S.,  Rochester. 
Hofheinz,  R.  H.,  Rochester. 
Holmes,  H.  N.,  Canandaigua. 
Howell,  C.  F.,  Rochester. 
Hulme,  M.  L.,  Rochester. 
Jones,  L.   C,  Wolcott. 


Kempe,  W.  G.,  Rochester. 
Knapp,  J.  F.,  Geneva. 
La  Salle,  B.  F.,  Rochester. 
Lee,  F.  H.j  Auburn. 
Line,  J.  Edw.,  Rochester. 
Link,  E.  G,  Rochester. 
Locke,  G.  E.,  Brockport. 
Marks,  W.   H.,   Palmyra. 
Messerschmitt,  F.,  Rochester. 
Miller,  H.  S.,  Rochester. 
Nicholson,  C.  H.,  Rochester. 
Osgood,  A.,  Bath. 
Post,  F.  A.,  Clifton  Springs. 
Povall,  W.  H.,  Mt.  Morris. 
Pickels,    S.    L.,    Coming. 
Proseus,  F.  W.,  Rochester. 
Requa,  J.,  Rochester. 
Requa,  L.,  Rochester. 
Rood,  F.  M.,  Rochester. 
Salter,  R.,  Rochester. 
San  ford,   J.    E.,    Rochester. 
Saunders,  B.  G.,  Rochester. 
Schlottman,  E.  L,  Rochester. 
Sibley,  F.  L.,  Rochester. 
Smith,   P.   H.,   Rochester. 
Smith,  W.  W.,  Rochester. 
Stevens,  R.  J.,  Geneseo. 
Sweet,  E.  J.,  Hornellsville. 
Tarrant,    F.   J.,    Rochester. 
Thompson,  L.  L,  Rochester. 
Thompson,  G,  H.,  Honeoye  Falls. 
Waugh,  D.  H.,  Rochester. 
White,  W.  A.,   Phelps. 
Wilbur,  W.   C,   Coming. 
Windell,  W.  A.,  Rochester. 
Wood  worth,  F.  J.,  Rochester. 


HONORARY   MEMBERS. 


Adam,   F.  D.,  Minnesota. 
Amold,  W.  F.,  Rochester. 


Howard,  C.   T.,  Rochester. 
Howard.  F.  E.,  Buffalo. 
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Leyden,   M.,  Rochester.  Walters,  J.  S.,  Eugene,  Ore. 

Palmer,  S.   B.,  Syracuse.  .  Ward,  C.  H.,  Rochester. 

Smith,  M.  H.,  Colorado  Springs,  Col.      Watson,  G.  H.,  Berlin,  Germany. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  thirty-third  annual  report 
of  the  Eighth  District  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Seven  monthly  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  extending  from 
September,  1900,  to  April,  1901,  with  the  exception  of  December,  in  which 
month  there  was  no  meeting. 

A  good  average  attendance  of  the  members  demonstrated  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Society  and  its  value  as  a  factor  in  dental  education  and  pro- 
fessional intelligence. 

The  essays,  discussions  and  clinics,  too,  were  of  a  high  order  of  merit 
The  union  meeting  of  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  District  Dental  Societies, 
which  convened  at  BuflFalo,  October  30,  31  and  November  1,  1900,  was 
one  of  the  best  meetings  of  this  type  held  in  several  years,  and  some  of 
the  best  talent  in  the  profession  participated  in  its  deliberations. 

The  Society  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  the  library  is  growing 
steadily  under  the  efficient  management  of  the  Librarian. 

The  past  year  has  seen  more  work  accomplished  in  the  Society  than  in 
many  years  previous.  Twenty-one  new  members  have  been  added  to  the  rolls, 
making  a  record  of  unparalleled  increase.  Fqur,  names  have  been  dropped 
for  nonpayment  of  dues;  leaving  a  membership  of  97  active  members  and 
one  honorary  member. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President,  M.  O.  Cooley,  Niagara  Falls. 

Vice-President,  G.  B.  Scott,  Buffalo. 

Recording  Secretary,  B.  W.  Whipple,  Buffalo. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Geo.  W.  Pringle,  Niagara  Falls. 

Treasurer,  L.  Meisburger,  Buffalo. 

Librarian,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo. 

Board  of  Censors,  C.  S.  Butler,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  B.  Rathbun,  R.  Murray, 
J.   W.  Beach. 

Delegates  to  State  Society,  D.  H.  Young,  H.  B.  Huver,  W.  J.  Leake, 
W.  V.  Grove,  J.  Wright  Beach,  L.  Meisburger,  S.  Eschelman,  M.  O.  Cooley. 

B.  W.  Whipple,  Secretary, 

ACTIVE    MEMBERS. 

Allen,  A.  J.,  Lockport.  Barrows,  W.  A.,  Buffalo. 

Allen,  C.  A.,  Buffalo.  Barrows,  D.  E.,  Olean. 

Austin,  L.  P.,  Silver  Creek.  Barrows,   C.   L.,   Buffalo. 

Bellachy.   F.   A.,   Buffalo.  Barber,  L.  A.,  Buffalo. 

Barrett.  W.  C,  Buffalo.  Beach,  J.  W.,  Buffalo. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK' 


35 


Belcher.   H.    L.,    Buffalo.  • 
Blood,  F.  S..  Buffalo. 
Boswell,   H.   H.,   Buffalo. 
Bradshaw,  C.  A.,  Buffalo.       , 
Bristol,  L.  W.,  Lockport 
Brown,  S.  A.,  Westfield. 
Burkhart,  H.  J.,  Batavia. 
Butler,  C  S.,  Buffalo. 
Collins,  J.  P.,  Buffalo.     . 
Cooley,   M.  O.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Coon,  W.  W.,  Alfred. 
Dailey,  M.  H.,  Akron. 
Dewey,  C.  E.,  Batavia. 
Doolittle,  H.  B.,  Albion. 
Doolittle,   G.    P.,   Albion. 
Dunbar,   G.   W.,  Buffalo. 
Ellsworth,  F.  S.,  Wellsville. 
Ernsmere,  J.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Eschelnian,  S.,  Buffalo. 
Eshleman,  M.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Fay,  M.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Flagg,  C.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Freeman,  S.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Frey,  G.  J.,  Buffalo. 
Gibson,  T.  G.,  Buffalo. 
Greene,  P.  D.,  Belmont. 
Grove,  W.  V..  Buffalo. 
Hausle,  E.  J.,  Buffalo. 
Hayes,  W.  C,  Buffalo. 
Haynes,  F.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Houghton,  C,  Batavia. 
Howard,  F.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Huver,  H.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Isham,  A.  F.,  Buffalo. 
Jung,  A.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Kendall,  C.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Kcssel,  R.,   Buffalo. 
Leach,  L.  R.,  Hamburg. 
Leake,  W.  J.,  Lockport. 
Lewis,  T.  G.,  Buffalo. 
Low,  F.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Lyon.  H.  B.,  Dunkirk. 
Madden,  J.  J.,  Buffalo. 
Marshall,  W.  E.,  Buffalo. 


Mason,  F.  H.,  Lancaster. 
MacDougall,  S.  E.,  Buffalo. 
McMichael,  H.  R.,  Buffalo. 
Meisburger,    L.,    Buffalo. 
Mimmack,  A.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Murray,  R.,  Buffalo. 
Muntz,   E.,   Buffalo. 
Mouthrop,  G.  F.,  Buffalo. 
Paull,  W.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Phillips,  T.  S.,  Buffalo. 
Phillips,  T.  C,  Buffalo. 
Poole,  P.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Preston,  A.  E.,  Delevan. 
Pringle,  G.  W.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Pullen,  H.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Rathbun,  B.,  Dunkirk. 
Rathbun,    C.   M.,   Fredonia. 
Richardson,  C.  G.,  Batavia. 
Robinson,  L.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Salisbury,  S.   E.,  Buffalo. 
Scott,  G.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Sharp,  C.  H.,  Lockport. 
Smith,  T.  B.,  Bolivar. 
Snow,  G.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Snider,  W.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Stainton,  C   W.,   Buffalo. 
Squires,  L.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Squire,  D.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Stackhouse,  J.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Stadlinger,  C.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Straight,  M.   B.,   Buffalo. 
Thompson,  D.  M..  Niagara  Falls. 
Underwood,  F.  H.,  Buffalo. 
.  Waters,  A.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Washburn,  F.  M.,   Perry. 
Welles,  Wm.  C,  Medina. 
Wettlaufer,  C  E.,  Buffalo. 
Whipple,  B.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Whipple,    G.,    Cuba. 
Whipple,  E.  O.,  Olean. 
Whitbeck,   H.    L.,    Buffalo. 
Wiles,  L.  E.,  Fillmore. 
Young.  D.  H.,  Attica. 


HONORARY    MEMBER. 

Hastings,  C.  A.,  Rio  De  Janeiro.  S.  A. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  DENTAL  SCHOOL. 

May,  1 901. 
The  New  York  State  Dental  Society: 

Gentlemen, — The  Faculty  of-  the  N.  Y.  Defttal  School  take  great  pleasure 
in  reporting  to  your  honorable  body  a  very  successful  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  session  we  matriculated  fifty-three  students, 
which  is  an  encouraging  increase  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  very  great  increase  in  clinical  material  necessitated  adding  more 
chairs  in  the  infirmary  and  even  with  the  increased  facilities  has  taxed  our 
capacity  to  the  utmost 

The  work  of  the  session  has  just  been  completed  and  a  class  of  ten 
students  graduated. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Chas.   Milton   Ford,  M.   D.,  Dean. 

The  following  amendments  to  the  by-laws  were  introduced  by 
H.  J.  Burkhart,  and  on  motion,  were  laid  on  the  table  until  the 
afternoon  session: 

BY-LAW  AMENDMENTS. 

Section  9,  p.  20.  Change  the  word  "five"  in  third  line  to  "sixteen,"  so  that 
by-law  shall  read:  "No  more  than  sixteen  permanent  members  can  be 
elected  by  the  Society  in  any  one  year." 

Section  38,  p.  27,  line  6.  Change  as  follows:  Make  the  comma  in  line  6 
a  period;  then  insert  the  following:  "Each  District  Society  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  electing  two  permanent  members  each  year.  After  the  call 
of  all  the  districts,  if  the  full  number  of  sixteen  members  have  not  been 
chosen,  the  call  shall  continue  in  numerical  order  until  the  whole  number 
are  chosen,  if  there  be  candidates." 

Section  43,  p.  28.  Change  the  word  "ten"  in  the  second  line  to  "five," 
making  the  initiation  fee  five  dollars. 


FIRST  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  Hart. 

The  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  morning  session,  which 
were  approved. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  the  National  Dental 
Association,  in  relation  to  "Oral  Hygiene  in  the  Public  Schools." 

Dr.  Johnston:  This  memorandum  is  of  great  importance,  and 
I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  President's 
Address,  and  incorporated  in  their  report. 
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Motion  carried. 

Dr.  BuRKHART :  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the 
by-laws,  which  were  proposed  this  morning,  to  make  our  by-laws 
conform  to  the  State  law  in  regard  to  the  election  of  permanent 
members. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  Staintox  :  It  was  mentioned  last  year  that  our  initiation  fee 
of  ten  dollars  was  twice  as  high  as  any  other  society's  in  the 
country.  This  amendment  in  relation  thereto  was  forgotten  to  be 
read  before.  I  move  that  the  rule  in  relation  to  its  lying  over 
be  suspended,  and  that  we  act  on  it  now. 

Motion  carried. 

Now  I  move  that  the  initiation  fee  be  made  five  dollars,  instead 
of  ten  dollars. 

Upon   the   question   being  put   to  vote,   it   was   found   that  23 
members  were  in  favor  and  9  opposed.     The  motion  was  declared 
carried. 
.  The  Secretary  then  read  the  following  report : 

Mr,  President  and  Gentlemen: 

As  Secretary  of  this  Society  I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  I  have 
received  most  gratifying  reports  from  each  of  the  eight  District  Societies, 
all  of  which  are  in  a  most  prosperous  condition.  The  various  State  Society 
committees  have  remained  intact  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions  where 
resignations  have  occurred,  but  in  each  instance  the  vacancy  has  been 
immediately  filled  by  thoroughly  competent  men.  It  is  a  deplorable  fact 
that  this  Society  was  represented  by  only  three  delegates  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Dental  Association,  while  we  are  entitled  to  ten  represent- 
atives. Delegate  certificates  were  issued  to  Dr.  F.  W.  Low,  of  Buffalo,  Dr.  W. 
E.  Lansing,  of  Gloversville,  and  Dr.  W.  D.  Tracy,  of  New  York.  Notices  of  this 
meeting  appeared  in  the  February,  March  and  April  issues  of  The  Cosmos 
and  Items  of  Inicrest,  while  fourteen  hundred  preliminary  and  regular 
notices  have  been  issued. 

The  following  communications  have  been  received  and  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  A.  WhitEj  Sec'y. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
tional Dental  Association  and  the  Galveston,  Texas,  Dental  Society, 
both  of  which  were  received. 

Dr.  Burkhart:  I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  a' 
statement  made   in   the  letter   from   the  Corresponding  Secretary 
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of  the  National  Dental  Association  letter  is  not  true.  Delegates  are 
received  in  the  National  Association  from  any  duly  organized  dental 
society.  The  amendment  was  offered  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  adopted 
at  Old  Point  Comfort  last  summer,  so  it  is  not  necessary  for  us,  as 
a  State  society,  to  send  delegates  as  heretofore.  Every  duly  organ- 
ized society  can  send  one  to  every  nine  of  its  members. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Pan-American  Dental  Congress.  On  motion,  the  report  was  received 
and  the  committee  was  discharged  with  thanks: 

Mr.   President  and  Members  of  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  York: 

Gentlemen, — Your  Committee  on  Pan-American  Dental  Congress  begs  to 
report  that  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  our  last  annual  meeting  we 
undertook  to  ascertain  how  many  delegates  from  Pan-American  States,  other 
than  the  United  States  and  Canada,  would  be  likely  to  attend  such  a  Congress 
and  how  much  assistance  on  the  program  we  could  reasonably  expect  to 
receive  from  them.  The  result  of  this  inquiry  was  to  the  effect  that  not 
more  than  two  or  three  and  possibly  not  so  many  would  be  apt  to  come, 
so  that  if  the  Congress  were  held  it  would  be  composed  largely,  if  not 
entirely,  of  American  and  Canadian  dentists  and  this  would  destroy  wholly 
the  idea  of  a  Pan-American  Congress,  besides  being  a  duplicate  in  a  large 
measure  of  our  own  National  Association.  In  view  of  all  this  the  committee 
believed  it  would  be  unwise  to  attempt  to  hold  a  Congress. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  S.  Butler. 

Wm.  Jarvie. 

Wm.  Carr. 

J.  I.  Hart. 

F.  LeGrand  Ames. 

REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  DENTAL  EXAMINERS 

REPRESENTING  THE  NEW  YORK   STATE  DENTAL 

SOCIETY. 

To  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  : 

The  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  of  the  State  of  New  York  respect- 
fully report  that  during  the  official  year  ending  August  i,  1900,  four  exam- 
inations were  held  simultaneously  in  New  York  City,  Albany,  Syracuse 
and  Buffalo. 

Previous  to  this  year,  the  examinations  had  been  five,  but  this  number 
being  deemed  unnecessary,  the  April  examination  was  dropped  from  the 
list.  One  hundred  and  fifty-four  candidates  appeared  before  the  Board  as 
against  222  in  1899,  a  falling  off  of  one-third  in  quantity,  but  an  increase 
in  quality. 

At  the  September,  1899,  examination  the  whole  number  examined  were 
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31 ;  25  passed ;  6  failed.  At  the  January,  igcx),  meeting,  the  whole  number 
examined  were  15;  12  passed;  3  failed.  At  the  May  examination,  1900,  83 
were  examined;  68  passed;  15  failed.  At  the  June  examination,  1900,  there 
were  examined  25;  21  passed;  4  failed. 

At  the  September,  1899,  examination  there  were  examined  at, — 


New  York. 


Sept.,  1899. 
Jan.,  1900.. 
May,  1900. 
June,    1900. 


Total  number  of  candidates 
from  each  city 


19 
II 
48 
17 


95 


Albany. 

4 
o 
6 
3 


13 


Syracuse. 
6 
0 

I 
I 


Buffalo. 

4 

4 

28 

4 


40 


The  expenses  of  the  examiners  are  as  follows: 


Dr.  Burkhart   $17947 

Df.  Carr 

Dr.  French,  Secretary  and  Ex- 
aminer      512.32 


Dr.  Palmer  $146.96 

Dr.  Jarvie  171.00 

Dr.  Wright  122.37 

Dr.  Gross   128.35 

Dr.  Holmes    161.72 

As  per  bills  rendered  to  Board  of  Regents. 

Dr.  William  Jarvie,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer,  of  Syracuse,  were 
re-appointed  by  the  Regents  as  examiners  for  four  years  from  August  i,  1900, 
their  term  of  office  having  expired  with  the  close  of  the  official  year.  The 
Board  added  to  their  examinations  this  year  that  of  practical  Prosthetic  Den- 
tistry, the  work  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  two  examiners  at  each 
place  of  examination  and  report  to  the  examiner  in  Prosthetic  Dentistry. 

Following  are  names  and  numbers  of  candidates  who  have  been  granted 
licenses  during  the  past  year: 


September,  1899. 


Barton,  Walter  W 713 

Benz,  John  G 714 

Bristol,  Burt  M 715 

Cumings,  William  H 716 

Cusb,  James  F 717 

Dougall,  George  E 718 

Fleming,  Luella  1 719 

Foster,  Clarence  D 720 

Holmes,  Frank  W 721 

Marshall,  A.  James 722 

Kirwan,  Moses  F 723 

Landon,  Seymour  F 724 

Liebster,  Alexander  S 725 


Longendyke,  LeRoy   726 

MacNicholl,  Wm.  A 727 

Miller,  Gove  L. 728 

Moscoutz,  Samuel  729 

Orr,  Charles  W 730 

Sager,  Albert  E 731 

Turk,  William   732 

VanOrden,   Chas.    A 733 

Washburn,  Fred  M -.  734 

Weed,   Thomas   M 735 

White,  Harry  F 736 

Zoberier,  Ernest  A 737 
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January,  1900. 


Brelsford,  John  F 738 

King,  Marcus   739 

Koonz,  Harold  A 740 

Newton,  Jr.,  William  W 741 

Ortman,  Isaac 742 

Picard,  Milton    743 


Rebolz,    Anthony    F 7^4 

Shaw.  Walter  B *.  .745 

Showers,  George  F 746 

Sortore,  John  F 747 

Taussig,  Ernest   748 

Turcot,    T.    G 749 


May,  1900. 


Arvine,    Fordyce   B 750 

Ayers,  Herbert  D 751 

Ballachey,  Frederic  A 752 

Bennett,  Harry  C 753 

Bleyer,    Frederick   H 754 

Bracken,  John  W .- 755 

Brush,  Samuel  W 756 

Buckley,  William  A .757 

Cays,  Edgerton  B 758 

Chester.  John   759 

Clark,   Carlyle  L 760 

Coe,  Glenn  E 761 

Cole,  John    P 762 

Davis,   Charles  H 763 

Douglass,  George  C 764 

Dowd,    Louis   J -765 

Frisbee,  Jay  D 766 

Giddes,  Elmer  A 767 

Grinau,  Alfred  J 768 

Gray,  Ernest   R 769 

Griswald,  Elmer  R 770 

Hartman,  William  N 771 

Hess,    John    Wilbur TJ2 

Hicks,    James    R 773 

Hicks,  Thomas  A 774 

Holbrook,  Willis  H 775 

Jennings,  Cortland  E 776 

Jones,   Edward   P Tjy 

Kempe,  Walter  G 778 

Kerrick,  Charles  S 779 

Kloer,  Karl  B 780 

Lawrence,  Benj 781 

Leggett,  George  H 782 

Leonard,  Benj 783 


Leonard,  Mark  DeV 784 

Lester,   William   B 785 

Lottridge,  Stephen  S 786 

Luther,  Ralph  E 787 

Lynott,   Oscar  E 788 

Morgan,  George  H 789 

Morrison,  Edwiii  V 790 

Morss,  George  L 791 

Newton,  Rollin  A 792 

Paddock,  Frank  793 

Powers,  Nicholas  C 794 

Prest,  Percival  F 795 

Reader,  Emil  G 796 

Redfield,  Howard  F 797 

Ryan,  Frederick  J 798 

Scharoff,   Mitchell  V 799 

Schwartz,  Mark  A 800 

Sherwood,  James  A 801 

Smith,  Louis  W 802 

Smith,    Pliny   W 803 

Smith,   Thaddeus  B 804 

Spengeman,  Edwin  J 805 

Springsted,  James  W 806 

Strong,  Irving  E 807 

Terrell,  George  B 808 

Thompson,  Albert  L 809 

Tillon,  DeRuse  S 810 

Tillotson,  Raymond  R 811 

Vial,  Charles  W 812 

Van  Sann,  S.  Wellington 813 

Waldo,  Charles  H 814 

Waldorf,  Harry  S 815 

Waugh,   Ira   L.    M 816 

Welcher,   Harold   A 817 


June,  1900. 

Baab,  Jacob  A 818   .    Bruce.  Wallace  W 820 

Bradbum,  Albert  G .819       Clapp,    Harold   M 821 
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Crowther,  Frank 822  Liebrechht,  Chas.  F 831 

Cursons,  Leon  V 823  Mann,  Perry  R 832 

Doty.   Perry  S 824  Russell,  Alice  E 833 

Fox,  Charles  L 825  Sherry,  Ernest   834 

Frank,   Frederick  A 826  Skidmore,  Harry  A 835 

Greenberg.  Abraham 827  Stewart,  Guy  A 836 

Hanna,  George  R 828  Stuart,  Annie   837 

King,   Henry  A 829  Thompson,  Walter  C 838 

Landau,   Max   830 

The  next  order  of  business  being  the  election  of  officers,  the 
chair  appointed  as  tellers  Drs.  H.  J.  Burkhart,  A.  R.  Cook  and  H. 
D.  Hatch. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President,  Dr.  John  L  Hart,  New  York. 
Vice-President,  Dr.  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Rochester. 
Secretary,  Dr.  W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 
Treasurer,  Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo. 
Correspondent,  Dr.  H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York. 
The  following  nominations  were  next  submitted: 

For  Examiners  from  the  First  District. 

Dr.  William  Carr  and  Dr.  A.  L.  Swift  were  nominated. 
Dr.  Hatch  moved  that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  those 
gentlemen.     The  motion  was  carried. 

For  Examiners  from  the  Third  District. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Wright  and  Dr.  M.  L.  Rowe. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  those  gentlemen,  and 
they  were  declared  elected. 

Committee  on  Law. 

First  District,  Dr.  William  Carr. 
Second  District,  Dr.  F.  C.  Walker. 
Third  District,  Dr.  A.  M.  Wright. 
Fourth  District,  Dr.  W.  H.  Colgrove. 
Fifth  District,  Dr.  A.  R.  Cooke. 
Sixth  District,  Dr.  M.  D.  Jewell. 
Seventh  District,  Dr.  F.  H.  Lee. 
Eighth  District,  Dr.  S.  A.  Freeman. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


42  transactions  of  the  dental  society 

Committee  on  Legislation. 

First  District,  Dr.  W.  C.  Deane.  . 

Second  District,  Dr.  William  Jarvie. 

Third  District,  Dr.  J.  W.  Canaday. 

Fourth  District,  Dr.  A.  H.  McCann. 

Fifth  District,  Dr.  C.  H.  Barnes. 

Sixth  District,  Dr.  G.  W.  Hoysradt. 

Seventh  District,  Dr.  J.  W.  Cowen. 

Eighth  District,  Dr.  H.  J.  Burkhart. 

Dr.  Burkhart  moved  that  the  nominations  be  ratified,  as  read. 
The  Secretary,  on  motion,  cast  one  ballot  for  the  gentlemen  named, 
and  they  were  declared  elected. 

Permanent  Members. 

First  District,  W.  D.  Tracy,  C.  A.  Dubois. 

Second  District,  R.  G.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  H.  C.  McBrair. 

Third  District,  P.  S.  Oakley,  G.  A.  Eng^lert. 

Fourth  District,  W.  S.  Rose,  E.  B.  Reinhart. 

Fifth  District,  C.  H.  Barnes. 

Seventh  District,  H.  N.  Holmes,  F.  W.  Proseus. 

Eighth  District,  S.  Eischelman,  H.  B.  Huver. 

The  Secretary:  According  to  the  new  law,  we  are  allowed 
sixteen  members — ^two  members  from  each  district;  but  the  Sixth 
District  presents  no  candidates  for  permanent  membership,  and 
the  Fifth  District  presents  only  one  name,  leaving  our  number  as 
presented,  thirteen.  The  Second  District,  in  case  there  is  a  vacancy^ 
also  present  the  names  of  W.  J.  Turner  and  F.  B.  Keppy. 

Dr.  Stainton:  The  by-laws  specify  that  they  are  to  be  con- 
tinued in  numerical  order  until  the  number  is  complete. 

The  President:  Under  that  understanding,  we  would  take  up 
the  First  District  first. 

Dr.  Burkhart  read  the  by-law  referring  to  the  matter,  and  after- 
ward moved  that  the  nominations  as  read  by  the  Secretary  be 
ratified,  and  that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  the  gentlemen 
named.    They  were  then  declared  elected. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  the  programme  for  the  even- 
ing session. 
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The  President  announced  the  following  committees: 

Arrangements. — Drs.  J.  L.  Appleton,  M.  L.  Rhein  and  F.  J.  Keppy. 

Business. — Drs.  H.  J.  Burkhart,  F.  L.  Ames  and  W.  H.  Johnston. 

Publication.— Drs,  W.  A.  White,  Wm.  Jarvie  and  W.  W.  Smith. 

By-Laws.— Drs.  M.  J.  Barrett,  B.  C.  Nash  and  W.  J.  Turner. 

Practice— Dr.  A.  R.  Cooke. 

National  Museum. — Dr.  S.  A.  Freeman. 

Necrology. — Drs.  O.  J.  Gross,  A.  L.  Swift  and  A.  D.  Young. 

Ethics. — Drs.  L.  Meisberger,  W.  A.  Campbell  and  F.  W.  Low. 

Executive  Council. — Drs.  Wm.  Carr,  Wm.  Jarvie,  S.  A.  Freeman. 

Committee  to  Confer  with  State  Board  of  Charity. — Drs.W.  C.  Deane,  F. 
W.  Proseus,  F.  LeGrand  Ames. 

Committee  on  Oral  Hygiene  in  our  Public  Schools. — Drs.  T.  P.  Hyatt, 
H.  J.  Burkhart,  M.  J.  Barrett,  W.  H.  Johnston,  S.  Slocum,  F.  W.  Proseus. 

Dr.  Stainton  :  I  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Appleton,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  for  the  very  efficient  work 
he  has  performed. 

On  suggestion  of  Dr.  Freeman,  it  was  made  a  rising  vote.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

Dr.  Stainton:  It  becomes  my  duty  as  Treasurer  to  state  that 
Dr.  C.  Mench,  of  the  Second  District,  is  behind  over  three  years 
in  his  dues. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Walker:  As  far  as  that  matter  is  concerned,  being 
in  the  same  district,  I  will  say  that  perhaps  he  has  been  unfor- 
tunate ;  he  is  getting  along  in  years,  and  he  has  lost  interest  in  the 
local  societies.  I  think  he  has  been  dropped  from  one  of  them  at 
least,  and  I  move  that  his  name  be  dropped  from  the  roll  of  this 
society. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  Appleton:  The  Committee  of  Arrangements  report  that 
they  secured  this  hall  for  the  simple  fee  of  what  we  could  collect 
from  the  exhibitors.  For  a  number  of  years,  we  have  found  that 
what  we  have  been  able  to  get  from  the  exhibitors  has  paid  for 
our  hall,  so  no  money  has  come  out*  of  our  treasury  for  that : 

I  have  another  little  matter  here,  that  I  want  to  speak  of.  Some 
years  ago,  a  Frenchman  was  traveling  through  his  country,  and 
on  a  monument  that  was  erected  to  Bonaparte,  he  scribbled  the 
following : 

"Boney  was  a  great  man; 
A  soldier  brave  and  true." 
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An  Englishman  following  him,  came  to  the  monument,  and  added 
to  that: 

"Boney  was  a  great  man, 
A  soldier  brave  and  true ; 
But  Wellington  did  lick  him 
At  the  field  of  Waterloo." 

An  American  who  was  traveling  in  France,  saw  the  monument 
and  the  inscriptions,  and  he  wrote: 

**But  stronger  still,  and  better  far. 
And  tougher  than  shoe  leather 
Was  Washington,  the  man  who  could 
Have  licked  them  both  together/* 

This  simply  shows  how  a  nation  will  become  proud  of  its  sol- 
diers. 

We,  as  American  dentists,  also  have  just  pride  for  what  many 
of  our  members  have  done  toward  the  scientific  advancement  of  our 
profession.  They  have  given  to  the  rank  and  file  an  inspiration 
for  nobler  and  better  work.  We  have  the  honor  of  establishing  the 
first  dental  college  in  the  world.  For  many  years,  the  Baltimore 
Dental  College  was  the  heart  of  dentistry,  and  I  believe  that  to  New 
York  State  belongs  the  honor  of  establishing  dental  colleges. 

The  thought  has  come  to  me  that  there  should  be  some  connecting 
link  between  the  heart  of  learning  and  the  heart  of  law ;  and  with 
this  in  view,  I  communicated  with  the  Dean  of  Baltimore  College. 

It  is  necessary  that  an  officer  should  be  equipped  with  the  proper 
insignia  of  his  office  that  he  may  be  able  to  call  his  associates  from 
refreshment  to  labor. 

So,  Mr.  President,  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  you  the  "Hart" 
of  our  New  York  Society — this  gavel. 

The  head  dates  its  ancestry  back  to  the  very  existence  of  Balti- 
more College,  and  was  an  old  "turnkey"  used  in  that  institution 
in  its  earliest  days.  It  was  sent  me  by  Dr.  Foster,  the  present 
Dean  of  the  College. 

Joseph  L.  Appleton,  M.  D.  S. 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrangements. 
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The  President:  On  behalf  of  this  Society,  I  accept  from, the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  this  emblem  of  the 
office  that  has  been  entrusted  to  me.  It  is  most  interesting,  not 
only  by  reason  of  the  history  which  it  represents,  but  also  in  that 
it  shows  how  extremely  orderly  the  dentists  of  the  Dental  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York  are,  when  a  light  gavel  of  this  kind  is 
all  that  is  necessary  to  keep  them  in  order. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  gift  of  this  kind  from  the  Baltimore 
Dental  College,  of  so  much  historical  value,  indicating  a  frater- 
nal feeling,  that  is  extremely  beautiful  in  these  times  of  rush 
and  confusion,  should  be  acknowledged  by  some  official  action, 
and  it  would  afford  me  pleasure  if  one  of  the  gentlemen  would 
move  that  our  Secretary  send  some  suitable  acknowledgment  on 
the  part  of  the  Society  for  this  gift. 

Dr.  BuRKHART :  I  think  it  would  be  more  fitting  if  the  President, 
in  connection  with  the  Secretary,  would  make  such  acknowledgment. 

The  President:  I  think  your  suggestion  is  eminently  proper, 
Dr.  Burkhart,  and  we  will  do  so. 

Dr.  White^  Chairman  of  the  Publication  Committee,  stated  as 
follows : 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation confer  with  the  Treasurer  in  regard  to  the  printing  of  the 
transactions  of  this  year's  meeting,  we  have  decided  to  accept  the 
proposition  submitted  by  the  '* Dental  Review^*  of  Chicago,  which  is 
the  same  as  the  proposition  of  the  ''Dental  Cosmos"  with  the  excep- 
tion that  the  society  pays  the  stenographer's  fees. 

Report  adopted. 

Dr.  Hatch  of  New  York,  read  his  report  as  Correspondent. 

See  page  140. 

Dr.  Goldsmith  read  his  discussion. 

The  President:  There  are  many  points  in  the  report  of  our 
Correspondent  which  should  receive  careful  consideration.  We 
will  devote  some  time  to  its  discussion,  after  the  paper  of  Dr. 
Frederick  W.  Proseus,  of  Rochester,  has  been  read. 

Dr.  Proseus  read  his  paper,  entitled:  "Dentistry  in  State  Insti- 
tutions."   See  page  109. 

Dr.  Proseus  :  Every  institution  that  employs  a  physician  has  an 
annual  report  of  the  cases  attended  to;  but  in  dentistry  there  is 
nothing  of  that  kind. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46  TRANSACTIONS  OF   THE   DENTAL   SOCIETY 

Dr.  Burkhart:  Lest  the  matter  be  forgotten,  and  before  the 
paper  is  discussed,  I  desire  to  make  a  motion  that  the  President 
and  Secretary  be  authorized  to  furnish  credentials  to  any  mem- 
bers of  the  New  York  State  Society  who  wish  to  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  National  Association. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  F.  L.  Ames  read  his  discussion.    See  page  114. 

The  President  :  We  have  with  us  a  gentleman  who  has  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  State  institutions  recently — Dr.  W.  C.  Deane, 
of  New  York. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Deane,  of  New  York :  I  would  like  to  rnove  that  a 
committee  of  three  from  the  State  Society  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Commissioners  of  Charity  throughout  the  State,  to  see 
if  it  could  be  brought  about  that  a  resident  dentist  be  appointed  for 
each  institution  of  the  State.  Through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Dawbam, 
of  New  York  City,  oral  surgeon  of  the  City  Hospital  on  Blackweirs 
Island,  Dr.  Bogue  and  myself  were  appointed  visiting  dental  sur- 
geons to  that  institution.  The  trouble  in  the  past  in  various  hospitals 
has  been  that  where  a  dentist  visited  there  as  a  dentist,  and  not  as 
an  oral  surgeon  or  as  a  physician  practicing  dentistry  as  a  specialty, 
he  had  no  chance  except  to  go  there  and  extract  a  tooth.  If  a  man 
has  a  degree  of  M.  D.  he  has  a  chance  to  confer  with  the  internes 
and  consult  with  the  Board  at  their  meetings  once  a  month.  Going 
there  once  a  week,  he  has  very  little  chance,  except  for  surgical  treat- 
ment, fractures,  etc.,  but  for  regular  treatment  of  the  teeth,  very 
little  can  be  done.  The  visiting  dentist  should  confer  with  the 
medical  board. 

Dr.  Hatch:  Would  Dr.  Deane  allow  this  amendment  to  his 
motion,  namely:  That  an  abstract  or  synopsis  of  the  paper  and  Dr. 
Ames'  able  discussion  of  it,  be  printed  or  in  some  way  submitted 
to  the  legislators  of  this  State  ?  They  are  really  the  men  who  have 
to  do  with  this  thing. 

Dr.  Deane:  I  think  the  Commissioners  would  be  the  men  to 
see.  I  know  Commissioner  Keller  was  the  one  who  helped  us  in 
our  work. 

Dr.  Hatch  :  Can  the  Board  of  Charities  do  such  a  thing  without 
an  act  of  the  Legislature? 

Dr.  Deane:  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  each  dentist  would 
communicate  with  the  Assemblyman  or  Senator  of  his  district,  and 
have  the  thing  brought  up  properly  for  the  Governor's  action. 
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Dr.  Wright  :  We  all  know  very  well  that  Superintendent  Col- 
lins has  instituted  a  number  of  changes,  starting  with  the  paper, 
"Star  of  Hope,"  in  the  prisons,  dropping  the  lock-step,  etc.,  and  his 
pet  hobby  to-day  is  the  appointment  of  dentists  to  the  state  prisons. 
I  have  had  a  good  many  communications  with  Mr.  Collins  on  that 
subject,  even  going  so  far  as  to  make  out  a  list  of  what  would  be 
necessary  to  furnish  an  office  in  each  prison  in  our  State.  H^s  idea 
was  to  have  a  dentist  visit  one  prison  for  a  week  and  then  pass  on 
to  the  next,  having  everything  necessary  for  his  use  in  each  prison, 
engine,  chair,  etc.  I  furnished  a  list  of  what  would  be  absolutel> 
necessary,  within  the  last  ten  days,  and  he  said  to  me  he  would 
bring  all  force  possible  to  bear  to  get  the  Commissioners  to  make 
some  appropriation  so  that  they  could  have  a  dental  outfit  in  each 
prison. 

Dr.  Deane:     I  accept  the  amendment  made  by  Dr.  Hatch. 

The  President:  The  motion  as  amended  is  that  a  committee 
of  three  from  the  State  Society  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  send 
out  synopses  of  this  paper  and  discussion  and  arrange  for  the 
appointment  of  resident  dentists  in  the  State  institutions. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  Deane:  Commissioner  Keller  has  promised  to  put  in  an 
appropriation  for  an  outfit  for  a  dentist's  office  in  the  State  insti- 
tutions. After  this  year,  we  are  to  have  a  dental  outfit  in  the 
hospitals. 

Dr.  Hyatt  :  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  think  the  new  century  is 
opening  in  a  most  remarkable  manner  in  favor  of  the  liberality 
of  the  dental  profession.  It  depends  entirely  upon  the  men  of  the 
profession.  I  think  the  public  view  of  dentistry  and  of  the  dental 
profession  is  going  to  be  biased  or  broadened  according  to  our 
actions,  and  feelings  toward  each  other.  As  soon  as  we  realize  that 
we  have  a  science,  that  we  have  knowledge  that  is  of  benefit  to  the 
public,  and  we,  as  an  organization,  in  our  district  societies  and 
State  societies,  commence  to  give  that  knowledge  to  the  public,  the 
public  and  the  politicians  and  all  others  will  view  our  efforts  in  a 
very  liberal  way,  and  will  see  that  our  work  is  in  favor  of  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people.  We  have  national  departments  for  the 
benefit  of  farming  and  other  things,  but  not  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind and  for  his  health.  I  hope  we  will  have  a  department  of 
medicine,  in  which  dentistry  will  be  one  of  the  important  factors. 
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TuE  President  appointed  on  the  Conference  Committee ,  sug- 
gested by  Dr.  Deane,  the  following  gentlemen : 

Drs.  Deane,  Proseus  and  Ames. 

Dr.  Hatch  :  I  had  a  purpose,  and  a  very  earnest  one,  in  bringing 
this  before  you.  It  is  not  new,  but  inasmuch  as  we  are  in  debt, 
it  would  be  useless  to  try  to  do  anything  this  year. 

Dr.  Proseus:  In  regard  to  the  State  institution  work,  I  wish 
to  say  that  my  first  idea  was  prompted  by  a  love  for  the  profession. 
It  is  my  life  work,  and  when  I  went  to  this  institution,  and  found 
that  I  did  not  have  a  listing  there  as  much  as  any  petty  official 
in  the  place,  I  thought  the  recognition  of  dentistry  was  on  a  pretty 
low  plane.  From  what  I  could  gather,  I  think  that  institution 
stands  loo  per  cent  ahead  of  any  other  in  the  State  in  the  treat- 
ment of  its  dentist;  more  facilities  have  been  offered  to  him  than 
any  other,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
As  long  as  the  work  was  done  in  a  certain  way,  no  attention  was 
paid  to  the  dentist.  I  thought  if  there  is  anything  that  can  give 
us  a  recognition  in  the  institutions,  it  is  something  gained,  and  in 
this  next  report  of  the  institution,  you  will  see  the  report  of  the 
dentist,  and  I  will  wager  it  is  the  first  one  in  the  histor\'  of  the 
State.  That  is  the  reason  I  so  strongly  recommend  the  appointment 
of  dentists  on  the  managing  board.  These  things  might  be  brought 
about  if  you  had  personal  ambition  in  the  work.  If  you  get  a 
dentist  in  there  who  lags  and  has  no  ambition  ana  is  not  repre- 
sented on  the  managing  board,  how  will  you  know  what  is  being 
done  ? 

Dr.  Deane:  That 'is  what  I  tried  to  bring  about.  Unless  the 
dentist  is  recognized  on  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  hospital, 
he  is  nil.  At  the  present  time,  Dr.  Bogue  and  myself  belong  to 
that  Board,  but  as  yet  we  have  not  the  right  to  vote.  We  can 
only  make  recommendations.  I  think  more  or  less  it  has  been 
through  jealousy  that  we  might  encroach  on  some  of  the  medical 
work ;  but  if  there  are  resident  dentists  and  a  visiting  dentist  to  go 
through  the  wards  and  pick  out  cases,  and  confer  with  the  resident 
dentist,  it  would  be  of  great  benefit.  There  are  lots  of  young  men 
who  would  be  glad  to  take  those  positions  without  pay,  the  same 
as  the  physicians. 

Dr.  Proseus:  In  the  State  Industrial  School,  I  am  allowed  all 
the  privileges  of  the  medical  man.     If  I  had  to  accept  a  position. 
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as  is  done  in  the  Elmira  State  Institution,  I  would  not  take  it  if 
you  gave  me  $ioo  a  week.  Of  course,  I  do  not  work  for  each  one. 
Every  name  is  given  to  me  as  they  come  in,  and  I  look  over  the 
case.  In  the  hospital  I  have  the  same  freedom  which  is  given 
the  medical  men,  and  I  treat  them  at  the  bedside  very  often. 

The  President:  This  is  only  a  matter  of  education.  Every 
advance  we  have  made  has  been  done  slowly,  and  this  entering 
wedge  put  in  by  Drs.  Proseus  and  Deane  will  redound  to  the 
credit  of  the  whole  profession.  These  papers  read  to-night — one  on 
the  attention  needed  and  which  will  be  given  to  our  poor — the  other 
on  dental  advancement  on  lines  laid  down  by  Dr.  Hatch — recog- 
nizing where  we  are  deficient  and  where  we  may  make  up  that 
deficiency — are  two  broad  strides  in  advance. 

There. being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

The  President:  At  the  last  moment  Dr.  Talbot  was  prevented 
from  being  here  in  person,  so  Dr.  M.  L.  Rhein  has  consented  to 
read  his  paper. 

Dr.  Rhein  read  Dr.  Talbot's  paper,  the  title  of  which  is  "Perice- 
mental Abscess."     See  page  69. 


FIRST  DAY— EVENING  SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  Hart.  The 
Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  afternoon  session,  which  were 
approved. 

Dr.  Frank  French  spoke  of  the  illness  of  Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer,  of 
Syracuse,  for  many  years  a  member  of  this  Society. 

Dr.  Burkhart  :  I  move  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  send 
a  telegram  expressing  the  sympathy  of  the  New  York  State  Dental 
Society  for  Dr.  Palmer,  and  wishing  him  a  speedy  recovery  to 
health. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Secretary  sent  the  following  tele- 
gram : 

"Dr.  S.  B.   Palmer,  Warren  Street.  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Doctor, — The  New  York  State  Dental  Society,  now  in  session,  learns 
*with  sorrow  and  regret  of  your  illness,  and  sends  greeting  for  a  speedy  and 
permanent  recovery. 

W.  A.  White^  Secretary" 
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Dr.  G.  V.  I.  Brown,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  then  read  his  paper, 
entitled :  "Surgical  Operations  for  Closure  of  Cleft  Palate,  in  Rela- 
tion to  Speech  and  Health."  The  paper  was  illustrated  with  charts 
and  models,  and  also  by  the  use  of  the  phonograph.    See  page  54. 

The  President:  Mr.  \V.  A.  Purrington,  of  New  York  City, 
our  counsel,  has  consented  to  come  here  to-night  and  elucidate 
some  of  the  questions  which  have  perplexed  us  in  the  past : 

Mr.  Purrington  read  his  paper,  entitled :  "Laws  Regulating  the 
Practice  of  Dentistry,  and  their  Enforcement."     See  page  1 19. 


MAY  9,  1901. 
SECOND    DAY— MORNING    SESSION.     - 

The  Vice-President,  Dr.  Hofheinz,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Burkhart:  I  move  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treas- 
urer to  pay  the  Secretary  his  usual  allowance — $100. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  F.  L.  Amks:  1  move  that  $50  be  appropriated  for  the  Treas- 
urer.    The  motion  was  carried. 

Dr.  Hatch  :  I  have  a  motion  I  would  like  to  make.  As  a  Society, 
we  are  entitled  to  ten  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  there  may  be  some  who  would  like  to  join  that  association. 
Although  it  is  possible  that  they  might  secure  their  certificates  from 
the  district  societies,  it  is  now  past  their  meeting  time,  so  I  would 
move  that  the  President  and  Secretary  be  empowered  to  furnish  cer- 
tificates (to  the  number  of  ten)  to  members  in  good  standing  who 
wish  to  attend  the  American  ?^Iedical  Association.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  be  an  M.  I).  The  Section  of  Stomatology  is  largely  com- 
posed of  men  who  have  that  degree,  but  it  is  not  necessary.  A 
D.  D.  S.  can  join  that  association. 

Motion  carried. 

The  President,  Dr.  Hart,  then  took  the  chair. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Walker  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Presi- 
dent's Address.  On  motion,  the  report  was  adopted.  The  report 
suggested  that  the  chair  appoint  a  committee  to  report  at  the  next 
session  as  to  the  wisdom  of  taking  up  the  work  suggested  by  the 
National  Dental  Association,  on  instruction  in  oral  hygiene  in  pub- 
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lie  institutions.  The  President  appointed  on  such  committee  Drs^ 
T.  P.  Hyatt,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  M.  J.  Barrett,  W.  H.  Johnston,  S. 
Slocum  and  F.  W.  Proseus. 

Dr.  A.  R.  Cooke  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Practice. 
See  page  154. 

Dr.  Cooke  :  The  work  was  taken  up  rather  late  in  the  year  by  me, 
as  a  substitute  in  place  of  the  gentleman  who  was  appointed  at  your 
last  meeting,  who  tendered  his  resignation.  It  may,  therefore,  seem 
short  and  rather  incomplete.    However,  it  is  presented  on  its  merits. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  President  John  I. 
Hart,  and  the  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  second 
Wednesday  in  May,  1902. 

W.  A.  White,  Secretary, 
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President  s  Address. 


By  JOHN  I.  HART.  D.  D.  S.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Gentlemen,  I  assume  the  position  to  which  you  have  so  gener- 
ously elected  me  with,  I  believe,  a  full  appreciation  of  its  responsi- 
bilities and  exactions.  This  promotion  at  your  hands  I  fully  appre- 
ciate, and  I  most  heartily  thank  you  for  it,  and  especially  for  the 
unanimous  spirit  you  have  manifested  in  its  bestowal. 

Our  thirty-third  annual  meeting  is  inaugurated  under  particu- 
larly favorable  auspices  in  that  Father  Time  has  treated  us  with 
singular  consideration  during  the  past  year.  Reports  from  the  dis- 
trict societies  indicate  a  growth  in  nearly  all,  and  a  retrograde  in 
none.  Our  own  growth  in  the  past  has  not  been  commensurate  pro- 
portionately with  the  increase  in  our  profession ;  under  the  new  law, 
however,  we  are  permitted  to  elect  each  year  sixteen  permanent 
members.  This  privilege  judiciously  exercised  will  bring  into  our 
society  more  members,  and  while  material  prosperity  is  not  our  only 
consideration  it  is  to  be  considered  as  well  as  our  technical  and 
scientific  advancement. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Dental  Association,  held 
at  Old  Point  Comfort  last  July,  it  was  resolved  that  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  by  the  president  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  co-operating  with  the  public  schools  in  teaching  "Good  Teeth, 
Good  Health.**  A  communication  has  been  received  from  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee,  which  at  the  proper  time  will  be  read  by  our 
secretary,  and  I  would  ask  that  at  some  time  during  our  delibera- 
tions this  subject  shall  be  taken  up  to  ascertain  whether  we,  of  the 
Empire  State,  desire  to  co-operate  in  this  work.  In  Sweden  a  sys- 
tematic study  of  this  kind  has  been  made  and  the  results  reported 
to  the  Third  International  Dental  Congress,  held  in  Paris  last  sum- 
mer, by  Dr.  Elof  Forberg,  of  Stockholm. 
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Since  our  last  meeting  the  army  examining  board,  for  which 
the  entire  profession  put  forth  so  much  effort,  has  become  an  estab- 
lished fact.  The  bill  as  passed,  is  not  up  to  the  standard  that  in  many 
respects  it  might  be ;  but,  at  least,  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  proper  officials  will  recognize  the  weak 
elements  and  correct  them. 

A  special  committee,  appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  advisability  of  the  appointment  of  an  execu- 
tive council,  will  report,  and  the  matter  will  come  up  for  your  con- 
sideration. Two  days  devoted  by  this  society  to  its  deliberations  is 
not  too  much  of  a  sacrifice  to  ask  of  this  body;  and  I  trust  you 
will  all  remain  to  the  close  of  the  meeting,  so  that  the  full  body  will 
be  present  to  consider  all  the  matters  that  are  brought  before  us. 
We  can  economize  much  time  by  commencing  all  sessions  promptly 
at  the  time  indicated  by  the  chairman  of  the  business  committee. 
I  would  suggest  that  at  the  close  of  the  first  session  each  district 
delegation  shall  meet  and  nominate  two  permanent  members ;  a  njem- 
ber  of  the  law  and  legislative  committees ;  and  the  delegation  of  the 
first  and  third  districts,  members  for  the  board  of  examiners.  I 
shall  refrain  from  anticipating  in  any  particular  the  reports  of  any 
of  the  committees,  as  the  work  performed  by  each  is  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  special  report  and  any  redundancy  in  our  transactions  is  to 
be  deprecated. 
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Surgical  Treatment  of  Cleft  Palate  in 
Relation  to  Speech. 


By  GEORGE  V.  I.  BROWN,  A.  B.,  D.  D.  S..  M.  D.,C.  M.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Discussion  of  the  two  subjects,  health  and  speech,  in  relation 
to  correction  of  cleft  palate  deformities  necessarily  includes  the 
entire  subject  for  the  purpose  of  every  treatment,  whether  surgical 
or  prosthetic,  contemplates  at  least  an  improvement  in  these 
respects. 

The  general  health  of  patients  afflicted  with  such  malformations 
presents  a  clinical  aspect  under  two  natural  divisions. 

First:  In  the  periods  of  infancy  and  early  childhood,  when 
the  difficulty  of  proper  nourishment  is  sometimes  so  great  as  to  be 
a  menace  to  life  itself,  and  always  a  factor  of  greater  or  less  degree 
in  retarding  development. 

Secondly:  In  adult  life  when  catarrhal  condition  of  the  naso- 
pharynx due  to  unusual  exposure  of  its  mucous  membrane  lining,  to 
oral  secretions  and  other  irritants,  cause  the  usual  train  of  associated 
symptoms  manifest  in  related  parts  to  which  diseased  conditions  are 
readily  communicated  by  reason  of  continuity  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane surfaces  with  those  of  the  nasal,  pharyngeal,  and  oral  cavi- 
ties, also  affecting  in  many  instances  the  nervous  and  circulatory 
systems. 

It  would  seem  to  be  self-evident,  to  all  who  are  familiar  with 
these  cases,  that  any  procedure,  however  radical,which  might  remove 
this  menace  to  the  healthfulness  of  the  affected  individual  would 
be  warranted  in  view  of  its  urgent  rfecessity,  and  no  extended  dis- 
cussion ought  to  be  required  to  make  clear  the  fact  that  with  all  due 
respect  for  the  great  benefits  that  have  been  accomplished  by 
prosthetic  assistance  in  the  form  of  mechanical  substitutes,  it  is  alto- 
gether better  and  more  healthful  to  have  the  parts  restored  with 
living  tissue  if  such  a  result  can  be  obtained. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  55 

This  may  also  be  said  to  be  true  with  regard  to  speech,  except 
that  more  requirements  are  indispensable  to  correct  articulation,  be- 
cause not  only  is  it  necessary  for  the  clefts  in  both  hard  and  soft 
palates  to  be  covered  with  tissue,  but  also  that  the  tissue  itself  be 
susceptible  to  muscular  control  and  sufficiently  flexible  to  allow 
movement  necessary  to  perfect  performance  of  the  mechanism  of 
sounding  vowels  and  consonants  in  such  manner  as  to  make  distinct 
words  in  speech,  and  yet  one  thing  more  not  to  be  forgotten,  the  ear 
must  be  trained  to  detect  the  proper  sound. 

Bearing  in  mind  these  facts,  a  perusal  of  literature,  old  and  new, 
makes  clear  the  fact  that  the  most  needed  thing  at  the  present  time 
is  a  correct  classification  of  cases  with  regard  to  their  proper  surgical 
treatment. 

Making  the  speech  the  standard,  we  find  it  necessary  at  the  outset 
to  recognize  two  general  classes,  congenital  and  acquired. 

The  reasons  for  this  are  obvious,  because  in  acquired  cases  the 
vocal  sounds  are  only  injured  to  the  extent  of  the  lost  usefulness  of 
the  part  which,  if  overcome,  allows  a  return  of  former  ability  to 
speak  clearly,  but  persons  born  with  the  parts  imperfect  are  unable 
to  successfully  use  them  when  corrected  until  they  learn  to  do  so. 

Acquired  cases  may  be  subdivided  according  to  the  etiologic 
factor  which  may  be  disease  or  accident — the  former  usually  contra- 
indicating  operation,  especially  with  syphilis  by  reason  of  the  fear 
of  extending  rather  than  closing  the  opening,  the  surrounding  tissue 
being  subjected  to  the  constitutional  condition,  and  therefore  prone 
to  slough  rather  than  to  unite. 

In  treatment  these  may  be  again  subdivided  into  openings 
through  the  hard  palate  alone,  due  to  the  necrosis  of  the  bony  struc- 
ture— or  loss  of  portion  of  the  soft  palate — since  a  plate  readily 
covers  the  former  and  gives  no  serious  inconvenience  to  the  wearer, 
making  operation  unnecessary,  whereas  if  speech  be  impaired 
through  destruction  of  the  soft  palate  a  staphylorrphy  might  bo 
undertaken  under  cover  of  constitutional  treatment,  the  risk  being 
warranted  by  the  necessity. 

It  is  in  the  differentiation  which  shall  give  us  a  proper  classifica- 
^tion  of  congenital  cases  that  we  find  real  perplexity,  because  of  the 
widely  divergent  views  of  those  writers  whose  opinions  are  entitled 
^^  be  considered  valuable,  but  for  practical  purposes  it  seems  l^est 
^  distinguish  between  the  different  forms  of  deformity  and  age  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56  TRANSACTIONS   OF   THE    DENTAL   SOCIETY 

time  of  operation,  since  these  are  the  important  considerations  which 
must  govern  the  surgeon^s  method  of  procedure. 

Cleft  in  soft  palate  with  hard  palate  normal. 

Single  cleft  extending  through  both  hard  and  soft  palates. 

Double  cleft  either  bifurcating  from  a  single  one  and  separating 
the  intermaxillary  bone,  or  two  clefts,  involving  both  hard  and  soft 
palates. 

Continuing  this  classification  from  an  operative  standpoint  based 
upon  age  we  classify  as  follows: 

First,  infants  whose  cases  by  reason  of  malnutrition,  due  to  the 
inability  to  take  proper  nourishment,  demand  that  their  mouths  be 
immediately  put  into  a  better  form,  it  then  being  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity to  operate,  and  the  best  time  for  such  being  in  the  early  months 
of  infancy,  according  to  Dr.  Brophy's  method. 

Second,  cleft  in  both  hard  and  soft  palates  at  the  age  of  eight  to 
ten  months  old. 

Third,  after  the  deciduous  teeth  have  erupted,  but  before  the 
habit  of  speech  has  become  fully  formed. 

Fourth,  older  children. 

Fifth,  adults  whose  permanent  teeth  have  erupted. 

This  classification  is  all  important  in  relation  to  the  possibilities 
of  securing  the  best  possible  speech  as  a  result  of  operation.  Unques- 
tionably when  an  operation  can  be  performed  in  the  early  months  of 
infancy,  which  will  successfully  close  the  openings  in  both  hard  and 
soft  palate  and  correct  the  deformities,  no  difficulty  in  speech  might 
be  anticipated,  providing  the  circumstances  were  such  as  to  admit 
of  a  perfect  result.  Tliis  then  would  be  the  most  desirable  from  a 
standpoint  of  speech  alone,  but  the  question  as  to  whether  the  gfrav- 
ity  of  danger  of  early  operation  is  not  such  as  to  give  good  reasons 
for  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon,  when  surgeons  everywhere 
agree  that  infants  bear  the  loss  of  blood  badly  and  that  the  death 
rate  after  operation  of  any  serious  nature  is  always  very  high,  is 
one  that  cannot  be  lij^htly  cast  aside.  Fifty  per  cent,  according  to 
Ehrmann,  is  the  death  rate  of  infants,  while  Schede,  Wolff,  Fowler 
(Dennis  System  of  Surgery)  all  state  that  the  best  time  is  from 
five  to  eight  or  ten,  or  even  twelve  years  old. 

My  own  experience  seems  to  warrant  these  statements,  at  least 
in  regard  to  operations  earlier  than  three  or  four  months.  It  is 
true  that  infants  take  chloroform  with  comparatively  little  danger. 
Moreover  the  shock  is  less  than  would    probably    ensue    in    older 
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patients,  because  they  apprehend  no  danger,  but  it  takes  so  very 
little  to  upset  the  digestive  apparatus  in  infancy  that  the  difficulty 
in  keeping  up  nourishment  sufficiently  to  restore  a  loss  of  the  vitality 
due  to  hemorrhage  and  to  continue  to  maintain  a  proper  degree  of 
healthfulness  is  very  great.  The  crying  and  fretting  of  the  little 
ones  has  a  tendency  to  disturb  more  favorable  conditions.  Swal- 
lowing bacteria  from  the  wound  surface  usually  affects  the  entire 
digestive  tract  so  greatly  that  even  after  nourishment  has  been 
maintained  per  rectum  until  the  irritation  resulting  prevents  its 
successful  continuance,  it  frequently  occurs  through  want  of  vital 
activit}'  the  stomach  and  intestinal  tract  still  refuse  to  perform 
the  office  of  digestion  and  the  prognosis  becomes  a  very  grave  one 
indeed.  By  delaying  operation  until  the  age  of  the  second  division 
at  eight  to  ten  or  twelve  months,  wires  can  be  adjusted  directly 
through  both  sides  of  the  jaws  so  tightly  by  fastening  to  the  metal 
plates  on  buttons  that  the  two  lateral  portions  are  drawn  together 
considerably,  and  by  twisting  the  wires  in  the  mouth  with  a  pair  of 
forceps  from  day  to  day  the  fissure  can  be  gradually  narrowed.  It 
is  usually  the  case  that  one  side  of  the  jaw  is  much  higher  or  more 
forward  than  the  other,  giving  an  unevenness  to  the  face.  This  can 
be  corrected  by  wiring  as  described,  and  when  the  cleft  has  been 
sufficiently  narrowed  and  the  two  lateral  portions  of  the  jaws  appear 
in  perfect  line,  operation  upon  the  lip  can  be  performed  with  per- 
fect safety  and  with  assurance  that  a  much  better  result  will  be  ob- 
tained than  would  have  been  had  it  been  operated  on  before  the 
jaws  had  been  properly  adjusted.  The  narrowing  of  the  fissure 
is  continued  by  the  living  muscles,  after  the  operation  has  brought 
them  play.  "It  will  still  be  a  year  or  more  before  the  child  begins 
to  talk  much,  and  during  that  time  it  is  gaining  strength  and  power 
of  resistance  so  that  operation  for  the  complete  correction  of  the 
deformity  may  usually  be  safely  performed  before  he  has  begun  to 
talk  at  all.  In  the  next  class,  with  the  deciduous  teeth  in  place,  an 
orthodontia  appliance,  attached  by  cement  to  the  teeth  on  each  side, 
can  be  turned  a  little  from  day  to  day,  and  the  intervening  space 
so  narrowed  that  operation  is  not  only  simplified,  but  much  more 
likely  to  be  permanently  useful  and  successful  than  if  it  had  hap- 
pened that  operation  was  demanded  at  an  earlier  age.  The  last 
class  mentioned  implies  the  correction  by  surgical  operation  and  a 
method  that  I  beHeve  was  first  adopted  by  myself  and  described 
before  the  section  of  stomatology  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
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tion  and  the  National  Dental  Association  two  years  ago,  which,  by 
adopting  the  principles  employed  by  dentists  in  the  correction  of 
irregularities  of  the  dental  arch  and  by  orthopedic  surgeons  in  mal- 
formations of  other  bones,  has  made  possible  surgical  treatment  of 
deformities  that  by  other  methods  would  have  been  considered  unfit 
for  operation,  because  in  this  way  it  is  possible  to  narrow  the  arch 
at  least  the  width  of  a  molar  tooth,  thus  allowing  the  upper  teeth 
to  occlude  with  buccal  cusps  inside  instead  of  outside  of  the  molars 
of  the  lower  jaws,  as  in  the  narrowed  occlusion.  This  can  be  done 
without  impairing  the  usefulness  of  the  jaws  for  mastication,  and 
the  width  of  a  broad  molar  crown  taken  out  of  even  the  widest 
cleft  of  the  palate  will  leave  it  so  narrow  that  operation  immediately 
becomes  a  practical  possibility.  Thus  we  are  able  to  say  that  no 
case  could  present  itself  which  would  absolutely  demand  the  appli- 
cation of  a  prosthetic  appliance.  It  naturally  follows  that  having 
thus  supplied  a  covering  for  the  roof  of  the  mouth  of  living,  healthful 
tissue,  and  the  same  for  the  soft  palate,  that  a  marked  improvement 
in  speech  would  be  expected,  yet  this  is  not  so,  and  the  question  as 
to  "why  it  is  not  so"  embodies  in  itself  the  purpose  of  this  paper. 
It  seems  to  me  that  while  flexibility  of  the  velum  after  operation 
and  the  absence  therefrom  of  scars  with  cicatricial  tissue  to  stiffen 
and  to  interfere  with  the  muscular  movements  are  desirable,  even 
indispensable,  for  its  perfect  vocal  assistance,  the  real  reason  why 
the  speech  of  adults  improves  so  little  is  the  same  reason  an  Amer- 
ican finds  it  difficult  to  speak  French  or  German  or  other  languages, 
and  when  he  does  so,  thinks  the  sounds  that  he  makes  the  same  as 
those  made  by  natives  in  pronouncing  the  same  words,  for  he  is 
conscious  of  no  distinguishing  difference,  whereas  differences  do 
exist  in  a  marked  degree  and  are  quite  noticeable  to  other  people. 
There  are  several  elements  in  the  explanation  of  this  fact  that  are 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  lead  us  directly  to  a  study  of  the 
mechanism  of  speech.  To  get  perfect  speech  as  a  result  of  palate 
operation  we  must  first  of  all  supply  tissue,  which  will  serve  to 
prevent  thej  nasal  sound  by  shutting  off  the  nasal  passages.  Second, 
the  ear  must  become  so  trained  as  to  distinguish  readily  incorrect 
sounds  in  the  pronunciation  of  words.  Third,  the  brain  centers 
which  receive  the  impressions  that  excite  sound  vibrations  must 
carry  to  the  motor  centers  messages  that  will  set  the  right  muscles 
in  action  in  the  right  way.  Invariably  with  older  patients  it  is 
found  that  efforts  to  speak  in  spite  of  cleft  palate  deformity  have 
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caused  the  greater  development  of  muscles,  the  application  of  which 
are  usually  a  hindrance  instead  of  a  benefit. 

The  so-called  area  of  speech  as  commonly  conceded  involves 
something  more  than  a  distinctly  outlined  portion  of  the  brain  struc- 
ture, but  in  a  general  way  it  may  be  understood  that  in  and  about 
the  sylvian  fissure,  the  third  frontal  convolution,  the  Rolandic  area 
and  that  particular  portion  known  as  Brocas  convolution,  the  various 
psycho-motor  centers  necessary  to  vocalization  are  located,  and  a 
consideration  of  the  association  of  these  parts  to  each  other  will 
convince  the  careful  reasoner  that  in  the  correction  of  these  oral 
deformities  there  are  many  difficulties  to  be  considered  beside  merely 
the  task  of  securing  an  adjustable  veil,  which  will  serve  to  close  or 
open  certain  air  passages  during  the  act  of  speech  as  in  the  normal 
individual.  A  study  of  the  brain  structure  and  of  the  principles 
upon  which  modem  brain  surgery  is  based, .  proven  over  and  over 
again  through  experiments  upon  lower  animals  and  by  clinical  ex- 
perience in  the  study  of  aphasia  and  other  affections  of  speech  due 
to  diseased  conditions,  makes  clear  the  fact  that  the  perfect  forma- 
tion of  words  and  their  construction  into  intelligent  sentences  re- 
quires the  co-operation  of  a  number  of  the  distinctly  different  nerve 
centers. 

The  first  cry  of  a  child  is  merely  a  sound  caused  by  reflex  action 
of  the  muscles  without  any  guiding  influence  exerted  by  the  faculty 
of  reason ;  this  is  followed  by  the  first  efforts  of  sound  to  represent 
intelligent  words  as  objects  begin  to  be  recognized,  and  gradually 
this  is  continued  and  extended  until  expression  of  ideas  in  speech 
has  become  possible.  It  will  readily  be  understood  that  if  these 
efforts  have  been  upon  normal  or  correct  lines,  the  muscular  activity 
necessary  to  sound  producing  must  have  been  guided  by  the  proper 
nerve  centers,  which  will  have  caused  an  increase  in  the  brain  de- 
velopment of  those  centers,  and  the  messages  sent  from  the  motor 
tracts  to  the  muscles  which  are  concerned  in  the  utterance  of  words 
will  be  in  all  respects  correct,  therefore  the  habit  of  proper  speech 
will  have  become  an  established  fact;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a 
deformity  has  existed  from  birth,  by  reason  of  which  the  normal  use 
of  certain  muscles  will  have  been  greatly  restricted  and  the  use 
of  the  certain  other  muscles  not  commonly  used  in  the  process  of 
word  enunciating  have  received  more  stimulation  than  would  have 
been  the  case  had  there  been  a  perfectly  formed  mputh  and  throat, 
the  result  must   invariably  be  an   increased   development    of    the 
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nerve  centers  which  are  injurious  to  speech,  with  a  faulty  develop- 
ment of  those  that  are  necessary  to  perfect  speech.  This  would 
be  termed  a  habit,  but  the  word  habit  conveys  too  restricted  an  idea 
of  the  condition.  For  example,  when  the  eye  through  its  retinal 
image  registers  upon  the  brain  structures  the  particular  nerve  stimu- 
lations which  in  time  shall  become  associated  with  the  name  of  an 
object,  its  form,  record  is  established  by  what  may  be  known  as  the 
visual  memory  centers.  In  the  same  manner  the  sound  of  the  name 
of  the  subject  through  vibrations  of  the  auditory  nerves  and  organs 
of  hearing  becomes  fixed  in  the  auditory  memory  centers.  Precisely 
also  are  the  somaesthetic  areas  affected  by  the  tactile  sense,  and 
memory  of  the  sense  of  touch  as  well  as  taste,  smell  or  other  stim- 
ulus that  may  have  been  excited  by  or  associated  with  any  particu- 
lar object,  and  when  the  sensorium  takes  consciousness  of  this  object 
the  name  of  which  has  become  known  to  it,  there  is  required  the 
co-ordination  between  these  different  memory  centers  in  order  that 
the  proper  message  may  be  sent  to  the  motor  centers  through  which 
certain  muscles  may  be  set  in  motion  in  proper  manner  to  produce 
the  sound  which  may  be  clearly  recognized  as  the  spoken  name  of 
the  object. 

It  is  known  that  in  speech  the  muscles  of  the  chest,  which  are 
responsible  for  expiration,  the  muscles  that  raise  and  lower  the 
larynx,  those  that  tighten  the  vocal  cords  and  tip  the  hyoid  bone,  as 
well  as  resounding  properties  due  to  the  nearness  of  the  spinal  col- 
umn, and  the  co-operation  of  the  forces  that  are  applied  in  raising 
and  lowering  the  soft  palate,  the  adjustment  of  the  tongue,  proper 
action  of  the  muscles  of  the  cheeks  and  lips  are  necessary  for  the 
utterance  of  even  a  single  word.  If,  therefore,  during  the  life  of  the 
individual  through  faulty  operation,  or  adverse  action  of  these 
agencies,  wrong  messages  have  been  constantly  sent,  to  any  portion 
of  the  brain  concerned  in  making  a  certain  sound,  and  i£  the  auditory 
memory  centers  have  registered  by  constant  hearing  imperfect 
sounds,  for  specific  words,  which  will  accordingly  have  caused  the 
development  of  brain  structure,  which  is  all  active  against  correct 
speech,  and  if  there  be  an  insufficient  development  of  those  centers 
which  are  needed  for  perfect  speech,  how  great  becomes  the  difficulty 
of  giving  a  speech  power  to  individuals  in  face  of  all  these  acquired 
disadvantages. 

It  is  too  narrow  in  view  of  his  own  special  portion  of  the  sound- 
making  apparatus  that  has  so  limited  the  oral  surgeon  in  his  con- 
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5/Weration  of  this  subject  in  the  treatment  of  cleft  palate.     There 

bas    been  laid  down  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  a  soft  palate 

which   will  be  capable  of  entirely  excluding  the  passage  of  air  to  the 

posterior  nares,  thus  to  overcome  nasal  tones,  but  a  well-known 

writer    has  recently  stated  that  this  is  a  false  idea,  since  there  are 

many   times  in  speaking  and  singing,  during  which  the  passage  of 

air    through  the  nares  is  not  excluded,  and  yet  no  nasal  tone  is 

noticeable. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  both  the  quality  and  tone  are  largely  decided 
before  the  sound  wave  has  reached  the  soft  palate  at  all. 

Practical  examples  of  the  truth  of  these  theoretical  principles 

3re  shown  by  the  following  illustrations,  which  show  photographs  of 

the  patients  and  casts  of  their  mouths  before  and  after  operation : 

Figriire  i.    *The  cleft  was  confined  to  the  soft  palate  alone. 

Figfure  2  shows  a  very  large  cleft  extending  through  both  hard 

^^  soft  palates.    Both  these  patients  are  girls  about  the  same  age. 

^t  it  ^ill  be  noticed  by  the  graphophone  record  that  the  speech  of 

^^- ,  with  a  much  greater  deformity,  is  somewhat  clearer  than 

^^-  " — ,  with  a  lesser  opening  in  the  palate.    This  is  particularly  in- 
teresting because  an  unusual  development  of  the  muscles  that  raise 
^^   tongue  and  constrictors  of  the  pharynx  had  enabled  No.  2  to 
^^^^  the  back  of  the  tongue  up  into  the  cleft  and  narrow  the  pharyn- 
^^^1  opening  so  as  to  overcome  in  a  measure  at  least  the  deficiency, 
"^    the  unusual  muscular  action  will  undoubtedly  mihtate  against 
"^^^ss  after  operation.     No.  i  having  been  given  almost  a  perfect 
^^  y^^,  one  quite  flexible  and  free  from  the  thickening  of  scar  tissue, 
y^ile   much  improved  in  ordinary  conversation  retains  a  good  deal 
the  characteristic  disagreeable  vocal  sounds,  and  when  excited 
«        ^^>nies  almost  unintelligible,  yet  when  reciting  a  little  piece  that  I 
^^    recently  taught  her  to  say  properly,  the  involuntary  office  of 
^'^^^^g  auditory  and  memories  being  by  effort  excluded,  it  will  be 
^^^ed  from  the  phonographic  record  that  even  at  sixteen  years  of 
^^   and  only  a  few  weeks  after  operation  it  is  possible  with  a  little 
^^  to  get  nearly  perfect  vocalization. 

A.  summary  of  conclusions  from  the  foregoing  would  be  as  fol- 

First,  the  risk  of  operation  in  early  infancy  is  necessary  except 
^^re  vitality  of  the  child  is  threatened  by  malformation. 


*M'e  were  unable  to  procure  the  photographs  to  illustrate  this  paper. — 
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Second,  the  most  favorable  time  for  operation  is  after  the  decid- 
uous teeth  have  been  erupted,  but  before  habit  of  speech  has  been 
acquired. 

Third,  difficulty  of  acquiring  correct  methods  of  pronouncing 
words  after  operation  in  adult  cases  can  only  be  overcome  by  careful 
mental  training. 

Fourth,  there  can  be  no  cases  which  cannot  be  improved  by 
treatment  and  operation,  both  with  regard  to  health  and  speech, 
no  matter  what  the  age  may  be,  providing  the  co-operation  and 
assistance  of  the  patient  may  be  assured. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  William  Jarvie:  When  I  was  requested  to  lead  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  paper^  I  declined  absolutely,  because  I  know  prac- 
tically nothing  about  the  subject,  and  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  dis- 
cuss it  from  a  scientific  standpoint,  my  ignorance  would  appear  to 
you  tully  as  dense  as  it  is ;  but  this  afternoon  I  was  permitted  by  ' 
Dr.  Brown  to  see  these  pictures  and  models,  and  one  or  two  thoughts 
occurred  to  me  which,  with  your  permission,  I  will  give  expression 
to,  and  say  a  few  words  on  the  benevolent  and  beneficent  feature 
of  this  operation.  That  it  is  benevolent,  you  may  readily  under- 
stand, when  you  know  that  these  cases  rarely  occur  in  private  prac- 
tice, or  among  well-to-do  people.  They  occur  among  tlie  ver}^  poor 
people,  poorly  nourished — among  those  who  are  the  least  able  to  . 
pay  for  an  operation  such  as  is  required  to  correct  these  deformi- 
ties, and  gentlemen  whom  we  are  proud  to  number  among  our  pro- 
fession— men  like  Dr.  Rrophy,  Dr.  Fillebrown  and  Dr.  Brown — 
have  devoted  years  of  study  and  a  great  deal  of  time  to  what 
must  be  largely  a  labor  of  love  for  humanity,  as  well  as  love  for 
the  science.  There  can  be  no  adequate  pecuniary  return  and  these 
gentlemen  do  not  expect  it.  Think  of  these  poor  miserable  crea- 
tures, born  with  great  holes  in  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  their  lips 
with  great  gashes  in  them — unable  to  speak  and  about  as  wretched 
specimens  of  humanity  as  you  can  possibly  imagine.  The  men  J 
have  mentioned  take  charge  of  these  little  ones,  and  by  operations 
such  as  you  have  had  represented  on  this  boy — from  being  objects 
of  disgust  almost  to  look  at,  they  become,  if  not  beauties,  at  least 
not  so  very  distressing  in  their  appearance ;  and  when  we  think  of 
these  poor  creatures  unable  to  speak  or  to  make  themselves  under- 
stood, being  brought   from   that  condition   to  one  in  which  their 
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Speech,  while  not  at  all  musical,  is  yet  perfectly  understood,  and 
they  are  made  useful  and  in  some  cases  fairly  ornamental  members 
of  society,  we  can  appreciate  somewhat  the  beneficent  character  of 
the  work  these  gentlemen  are  engaged  in.  I  think  it  is  truly  the 
most  beneficent  line  of  work  that  is  engaged  in  by  the  surgeons  of 
this  country. 

Another  thought  that  occurred  to  me,  as  I  was  talking  with  Dr. 
Brown  this  afternoon,  is  the  peculiar  fitness  of  the  trained  dentist 
to  become  an  operator  in  cases  of  this  kind,  and  the  impossibility  of 
one  who  has  only  had  the  practice  of  the  general  surgeon  ever  to 
become  as  proficient  in  this  kind  of  work.  The  dentist,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years'  practice,  acquires  a  skill  and  delicacy  in  handling 
and  manipulating  the  mouth  such  as  one  who  has  not  had  that  train- 
ing never  can.  The  training  in  conserving  the  tissues  comes  in  good 
service  here.  Take  this  case  where  the  teeth  appeared  to  be  grow- 
ing out  of  the  end  of  the  boy's  nose.  Naturally  enough  the  surgeon 
would  clip  off  that  end.  There  is  the  model  and  you  can  get 
some  idea  of  the  distance  of  the  protrusion.  In  this  case,  Eh*. 
Brown  removed  a  section  posterior  to  the  protrusion  of  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  width,  and  then  forced  or  pressed  back  the 
part  holding  the  teeth  into  a  fairly  normal  position,  so  that  the 
child  has  not  only  a  decent  appearing  upper  lip,  but  he  has  also 
the  temporary  teeth  and  undoubtedly  the  germs  of  the  permanent 
ones.  I  call  your  attention  to  this  case  in  connection  with  what  I 
said  about  the  special  fitness  of  the  dentist  to  become  the  perfect 
oral  surgeon.  As  I  said  at  the  beginning,  I  am  proud  to  number 
such  men  as  I  have  named  among  the  members  of  the  dental  pro- 
fession, and  honor  them  for  the  scientific,  benevolent  and  beneficent 
work  they  are  doing:  in  the  cause  of  humanity. 

Dr.  Jackson  :  I  wish  I  could  say  something  that  would  interest 
the  audience  in  the  way  of  discussion  on  this  subject.  I  have 
assisted  at  several  operations  of  cleft  palate,  but  I  do  not  think  T 
could  make  any  remarks  that  would  be  of  value,  however.  I  would 
like  to  ask  two  or  three  questions.  In  the  first  place,  I  understand 
that  Dr.  Brophy  recommends  an  early  operation,  and  that  Dr. 
Brown  recommends  an  operation  later  in  life.  Dr.  Brown  has  .rea- 
sons for  this;  he  tells  us  there  is  more  vitality,  the  bad  effects  of 
the  loss  of  blood,  etc.,  are  overcome,  and  the  anesthesia  is  not  so 
serious  to  the  child.  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Brown  to  explain  this 
matter  more  fully.     Perhaps   I   did  not   follow  his  paper  closel>; 
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enough.     I  am  very  much  interested  in  this  subject,  and  hope  that 
he  will  speak  farther  on  that  part  of  the  paper. 

Dr.  Low :  I  would  like  to  ask  about  the  development  of  the 
germs  of  the  permanent  teeth,  as  in  this  case  of  protrusion — if  the 
Doctor  has  had  experience  of  sufficient  length  to  determine  whether 
they  are  likely  to  erupt. 

Dr.  Brown  :  In  answer  to  Dr.  Jackson's  question,  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  reply  more  fully.  I  stated  in  my  paper 
that  the  danger  is  not  the  danger  of  immediate  operation.  The  little 
ones  do  take  an  anesthetic  well,  and  so  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
and  I  think  most  others  have  had  the  same  experience,  there  is  very 
little  difficulty  about  that  feature  of  it — perhaps  even  less  than  there 
would  be  later.  Dr.  Brophy's  operation  is  simply  wonderful  for 
the  purpose  he  contemplates;  but  my  experience  with  these  little 
people  has  not  been  so  successful — the  same  as  that  of  other  sur- 
geons, calling  attention  to  the  high  death  rate.  I  speak  now  of 
hospital  cases.  Our  nurses  have  taken  special  pains  with  these  cases 
for  me,  and  I  have  seen  these  cases  sometimes  four  or  five  times  a 
day,  or  oftener,  so  1  could  follow  the  history  sheet  with  perfect 
accuracy.  The  mouth  of  the  baby  is  filled  with  wires  and  sutures. 
The  baby  stands  the  operation  very  well,  but  it  does  not  like  the 
mouth  filled  with  wires  and  sutures  any  more  than  bigger  people. 
The  vitality  is  generally  low  anyhow.  They  have  no  appetite, 
and  we  are  obliged  to  resort  to  rectal  feeding,  and  give  it  the  vari- 
ous predigested  foods.  You  can  keep  an  individual,  particularly  a 
baby,  fed-  by  the  rectum  until  irritation  is  set  up  there,  and  until 
it  begins  to  refuse  to  take  nourishment  in  that  way.  In  the  mean- 
time you  can  support  the  strength  of  that  baby  to  a  considerable 
degree  by  rubbing  with  oils  and  alcohol  and  such  nourishment  as 
you  can  manage  to  get  through  the  skin ;  but  when  the  time  comes 
that  that  ceases  to  be  beneficial,  if  your  baby  does  not  begin  to 
recover  and  show  some  signs  of  returning  vitality  and  an  appetite, 
you  can  be  pretty  sure  that  that  baby  is  gone,  because  the  tempera- 
ture will  run  up  and  in  a  very  little  while  it  slips  away,  because  it 
has  no  power  of  resistance.  That  has  been  my  experience  in  two 
cases,  and  that  is  enough  for  me.  It  might  have  been  argued — in 
fact  it  was,  that  the  baby  could  not  live  anyway.  Of  course  that 
was  the  reason  I  did  operate.  The  other  one  was  a  baby  whose 
mouth  I  have  here.  It  was  never  able  to  take  any  nourishment  at 
all.     It  never  took  nourishment,  and  we  did  not  make  the  effort  to 
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nourish  it  through  the  rectum,  as  in  other  cases,  because  it  was 
too  hopeless.  Dr.  Brophy's  success  has  been  greater  than  any  one 
else  has  ever  had  in  that  particular  kind  of  operation.  But  all  cir- 
cumstances agree  that  it  is  extremely  dangerous  and  unsafe,  and  I 
believe  one  can  get  a  better  result,  when  it  is  possible  to  operate 
more  deliberately,  when  you  can  do  a  little  of  the  work  at  a  time.  In 
such  cases  as  this  one  (illustrating)  I  believe  I  got  a  better  result 
than  could  have  been  gotten  otherwise,  for  the  reason  that  these 
parts  have  gone  together  until  I  had  quite  a  good  pressure  in  this 
narrow  portion  of  the  cleft.  I  went  through  with  a  surgical  engine 
burring  away  not  only  the  soft  tissue,  but  the  bone;  and  that  was 
held  there  until  I  had  bony  union.  I  had  complete  circulation,  and  I 
had  a  good,  sturdy  little  boy,  two  and  a  half  or  three  year&  old,  who 
had  intelligence  and  whom  we  could  tell  something  about.  With  a 
newly-born  infant,  frequently  it  is  difficult  to  tell  the  character  of  its 
food — the  kind  of  milk  it  takes  best,  the  kind  that  agrees  with  it 
best,  when  you  are  trying  to  keep  it  alive ;  but  a  child  two  or  three 
years  old  has  that  established.  The  mother,  or  whoever  takes  care 
of  it,  knows  just  what  is  good  for  it.  This  little  boy*s  mother 
stayed  in  the  hospital  with  him,  and  prepared  his  food  and  took 
care  of  him.  He  was  as  nearly  over  the  road  as  I  care  to  go ;  but  he 
is  all  right  now.  When  the  bones  are  just  as  you  want  them, 
operate.  The  operation  is  reduced  at  least  one-half  in  extent,  and 
all  the  conditions  are  favorable.  Don't  let  any  one  think  that  I  wish 
to  cast  reflection  on  any  other  method  or  operation.  This  is  simply 
my  own  way  of  doing  it. 

So  far  as  the  development  of  the  germs  was  concerned,  we  do  not 
know  what  will  follow,  but  we  do  not  know  whether  a  little  degen- 
erate like  that,  who  has  tosis,  cannot  open  his  eyelids,  whose  legs 
are  crooked  and  who  is  stone  deaf,  will  live  or  not.  The  section 
was  removed  where  there  ought  to  be  no  teeth.  I  cut  out  a  section 
in  this  way,  carrying  the  incision  completely  through  this  bone, 
taking  out  a  V-shaped  piece  from  the  nasal  cartilage,  so  his  nose 
would  have  something  like  a  shape  when  it  was  finished,  as  you 
see  it  has. 

Dr.  Stainton:  Don't  you  think  the  greatest  beneficence  would 
have  been  to  let  the  child  die  under  that  anesthetic? 

Dr.  Brown  :  That  was  not  my  office ;  and  if  I  had  done  that,  I 
could  not  have  told  you  about  it  to-day.  Poor,  degenerate  creature 
that  he  is,  he  tries  to  show  his  gratitude.     At  first  he  used  to  run 
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and  hide  behind  his  father's  legs,  and  shrink  from  every  one.  Since 
his  face  was  corrected,  he  shakes  hands  with  everybody,  and 
although  he  was  deaf,  he  seemed  to  understand  what  was  done  for 
him,  and  he  became  quite  a  useful  member  of  society. 

Dr.  Keppy  :    Would  you  mind  explaining  your  method  of  wiring? 

Dr.  Brown  :  I  attach  these  wires  to  silver  plates.  The  wire  is 
quite  a  heavy  copper  wire,  I  suppose,  covered  with  aluminum.  It 
only  takes  about  fifteen  minutes — I  have  done  it  in  less,  to  fasten 
those  wires  through  and  twist  the  ends  together  over  the  plates, 
and  then  let  the  child  go  right  home.  The  hemorrhage  is  very 
slight.  I  twist  a  little  bit  over  generally  so  it  will  not  interfere  with 
the  teeth. 

Dr.  Hatch  :  How  long  can  you  retain  that  wire  and  twist  it 
without  causing  sloughing? 

Dr.  Brown:  You  can  keep  those  wires  in  several  weeks  or 
months,  if  necessary.  The  muscles  will  push  down  on  the  plate,  and 
there  will  not  be  any  sloughing;  but  do  not  put  any  heavy  strain 
on  it,  any  more  than  you  would  in  correcting  the  teeth.  In  this 
adult  cast,  we  had  the  bony  tissue  for  resistance.  I  went  behind 
the  tuberosity  with  my  engine,  and  cut  through,  and  with  a  heavy 
clamp  compressed  the  parts  and  held  them.  But  in  babies  you 
could  not  do  that.  In  a  jaw  that  has  one  side  forward  more  than 
the  other,  you  place  the  wires  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  draw  the 
side  around  any  way  you  want  it.  The  purpose  is  to  have  the  jaws 
in  the  position  you  want,  before  the  wires  can  possibly  slough  out. 
There  is  very  little  sloughing  there,  except  there  is  a  catching  of 
the  cheek,  if  it  happens  to  come  against  the  cheek.  Mouth  washes 
can  be  used  to  prevent  that. 

If  you  notice,  this  is  a  characteristic  case.  One  side  or  the 
other  of  a  jaw  is  usually  more  developed,  and  that  leaves  a  flatness. 


I  have  here  a  cast  of  the  mouth  of  one  of  these  cases,  that  was 
reduced  in  that  way;  also  this  rubber  model  shows  how  it  was 
done.  This  is  the  cast  of  a  mouth  of  a  little  fellow  about  two  and 
a  half  years  old.  An  ordinary  orthodontia  appliance  was  applied  to 
the  teeth,  and  the  cleft  narrowed,  and  finally  an  operation  for  hare- 
lip followed,  which  gave  a  favorable  result. 
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We  have  here  a  picture  of  the  cleft,  and  here  is  the  rubber  model, 
with  the  appliance  in  place.  The  intermaxillary  bone  was  com- 
pletely separated,  making  the  jaw  in  three  pieces,  and  here  is  the 
result.     The  patient's  age  was  twenty-three  years  then;  he  is  now 

twenty-five. 

***** 

This  girl  with  a  comparatively  small  cleft  of  the  soft  palate  did 
not  speak  quite  so  plainly  as  this  girl  with  a  very  large  cleft,  extend- 
ing through  both  palates.  The  reason  for  that  is  that  there  was  an 
unusual  development  in  that  case  of  the  muscles  that  raise  and 
lower  the  tongue,  so  the  tongue  was  forced  up  into  the  cleft;  but 
that  very  peculiarity  is  going  to  make  it  hard  for  this  patient  to 
learn  to  talk.  I  have  taken  some  phonog^phic  records  of  these 
cases.  You  know  the  speech  or  sounds  of  these  individuals  is 
hard  to  understand  even  when  heard  directly,  so  in  the  phonograph 
it  will  not  be  very  clear ;  but  you  may  get  some  idea  from  it. 


The  sounds  made  by  this  young  man  here,  could  not  be  under- 
stood at  all  when  he  first  came  to  me ;  he  had  to  write  everything. 


This  is  the  young  girl  whose  photograph  is  here.  Bad  as  it  is, 
you  will  notice  that  it  is  much  better  than  the  next  one,  which  is 
the  case  of  the  girl  with  the  small  cleft.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
could  not  even  understand  the  girl's  name;  I  could  make  nothing 
out  of  her  speech.  You  will  see,  however,  by  the  next  cylinder,  how 
much  her  speech  has  improved.  That  same  patient,  when  she  speaks 
ordinarily,  speaks  Very  badly,  even  now.  When  she  becomes  a  little 
excited,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  anything  she  says. 
But  these  words,  that  little  verse,  I  taught  her  by  making  her  go 
to  the  far  end  of  the  auditorium  of  the  college  and  recite  it  until 
I  heard  it  well.  She  could  say  those  words  very  well.  When  she 
speaks  v/ithout  thinking,  the  muscles  act  involuntarily  and  are  all 
wrong.  When  she  speaks  this  piece,  she  says  the  words  as  she  has 
been  taught  to  do,  and  that  is  what  will  have  to  be  done  with  the 
other  patients.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  patient,  almost  any- 
thing can  be  done. 
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I  have  left  out  all  reference  to  operative  measures,  because  I  did 
not  think  they  would  interest  you. 

This  was  a  case  that  I  had  some  little  difficulty  in  getting, 
because  his  father  wanted  to  put  him  in  a  dime  museum.  This 
shows  the  profile  of  the  child.  He  moved  a  little,  and  we  were 
compelled  to  outline  it.  This  is  a  double  cleft  with  the  intermax- 
illary bone  free."  This  horn  is  an  extension,  an  increased  condition, 
of  the  nasal  septum.  The  ordinary  treatment  would  have  been  to 
cut  out  that  horn,  and  then  the  child  would  lose  those  teeth,  of 
course.  His  appearance  was  of  having  the  two  teeth  growing  out 
of  the  end  of  his  nose.  That  mouth  will  get  better  as  he  grows 
older.  It  was  done  by  taking  a  section  out  of  this  bone  of  nearly 
one  and  one-half  inches.  This  central  portion  was  brought  back 
and  wired  into  place,  the  sides  of  the  bones  well  freshened,  and  the 
pieces  held  there  by  wires,  until  union  took  place.  The  operation 
for  double  hare-lip  was  performed,  which  was  done  without  any 
unusual  characteristics  whatever. 


This  is  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  other  little  ones.  Without  mak- 
ing an  operation  for  the  closure  of  the  cleft  palate,  we  can  do  a 
great  deal  with  wiring  the  sides  of  the  jaw,  making  it  perfectly 
even  and  overcoming  the  arrested  development  which  always  takes 
place.  At  the  same  time  we  are  narrowing  the  cleft,  and  laying  the 
ground  for  future  operation.  There  is  no  special  operation  for 
that,  but  after  you  have  reduced  the  cleft,  you  are  in  good  condition 
to  strip  your  periosteum  from  the  bone,  bring  it  down,  because  the 
nearer  the  sides  are  perpendicular,  the  easier  it  is  to  prevent  the 
suture  from  cutting  out.  I  use  the  silver  wire,  as  Dr.  Fillebrown 
does. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ :  If  Dr.  Brown  deserves  the  thanks  of  his  patients 
and  of  humanity  in  general,  the  State  Society  can  do  no  less  than 
give  him  a  rising  vote  for  having  come  here,  and  I  herewith  move 
that  we  give  him  a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 

Motion  carried. 

[Owing  to  lack  of  time  Dr.  Brown  was  unable  to  prepare  cuts 
for  illustrating  the  above  cases  referred  to,  which  the  publication 
committee  made  every  effort  to  obtain.] 

Dr.  Brown  :  It  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  come 
here,  and  I  felt  highly  honored  in  being  invited  to  come  before  you. 
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Peridental  Abscess. 


By  EUGENE  S.  TALBOT,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S..  Chicago,  111. 


A  paper  read  before  this  society  last  year  by  Dr.  Edward  C. 
Kirk,  upon  the  subject  of  "Pericemental  Abscess,"  was  recently 
discussed  in  an  editorial  by  Dr.  R*.  Ottolengui/  who  states  that 
"it  remains  for  Dr.  Kirk  to  demonstrate  that  pericemental  abscess 
may  be  caused  by  an  infection  which  reaches  the  pericementum 
through  the  blood  channels."  Here  Dr.  Ottolengui  evinces  rather 
remarkable  ignorance  of  current  literature.  Studies  of  my  own, 
for  example,  have  during  the  past  twelve  years  dealt  with  the 
pathology  of  peridental  abscesses  from  the  onset  to  breaking  down 
of  tissue  and  resultant  abscess.  These  researches  have  been  summed 
up  in  my  work  on  "Interstitial  Gingivitis  or  So-Called  Pyorrhoea 
Alveolaris,"  published  two  years  ago.  The  loose  notions  so  cur- 
rent under  auto-bacteriologic  fads  were  therein  exploded  and  the 
entire  subject  of  peridental  abscess  discussed  for  the  first  time 
from  the  standpoint  of  experiments  guided  by  modern  pathology. 

The  term  Pericemental  Abscess  implies  a  misconception  of  the 
patholc^^  involved.  The  impression  given  is  that  it  forms  on  the 
lines  of  an  alveolar  abscess ;  that  it  is  attached  to  the  tooth  root  and 
can  be  removed  with  the  tooth  when  extracted.  This  has  not  been 
my  experience.  Pus  infection  follows  the  vessels  in  the  alveolar 
process  and  peridental  membrane,  with  the  result  that  abscess 
occurs  in  the  peridental  membrane  near  the  alveolar  process  or 
in  the  fibrous  tissue  where  the  alveolar  process  once  was  located. 
For  this  reason,  when  the  teeth  are  extracted,  the  abscess  rarely 
comes  away  with  the  tooth.    These  abscesses  not  infrequently  form 

'  Items  of  Interest,  March,  1901. 
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in  the  center  or  upon  the  outer  surface  of  what  had  been  the  alveo- 
lar process.  Since  the  term  "peridental  membrane*'  is  ccwnmonly 
accepted,  its  derivative,  "peridental  abscess,"  obviously  suggests 
itself,  since  the  abscess  may  be  located  around  the  tooth,  in  the 
peridental  membrane,  periosteum  or  at  any  point  that  had  been  the 
alveolar  process. 

Pathology  of  the  structure  which  surrounds  the  teeth  cannot 
be  understood  unless  the  normal  condition  be  known.  The  alveolar 
process  is  composed  of  loose  or  cancellated  bone  structure  and  is 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  teeth  in  place.     When  the 


-^ 


Fig.  1.    Inflammation  of  peridental  membrane. 

teeth  are  absent,  the  alveolar  process  is  not  present.  In  the  lower 
vertebrates,  there  is  a  continuous  succession  of  teeth  (or  polyphyo- 
dontia).  When  one  tooth  has  performed  its  function  it  disappears 
to  give  way  to  another.  This  continues  throughout  life.  In  the 
development  of  man,  change  occurs.  The  two  sets  or  dyphyodontia 
condition  has  developed.  The  alveolar  process  and  teeth  have,  how- 
ever, retained  remnants  of  the  physiologic  processes  of  removing 
useless  structures.  Should  man  live  long  enough,  he  would  nor- 
mally lose  his  second  set  of  teeth  by  osteomalacia  or  senile  absorp- 
tion. This  is  one  factor  of  the  transitory  nature  of  the  alveolar 
process. 
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Another  factor  has  been  brought  about  by  the  evolution  of 
the  jaws.  Human  jaws  once  measured  2.75  inches  laterally.  There 
was  excessive  prognathism.  Much  work  was  performed  by  the 
jaws  and  teeth.  These  have  been  growing  smaller  and  smaller 
until  to-day  they  easily  measure  two  inches  in  diameter.  Prog- 
nathism has  approximated  orthognathism.  Methods  of  etiquette 
as  to  moving  the  jaw  in  mastication  with  the  mouth  closed  have  had 
much  to  do  with  the  disuse  of  the  jaws.  When  the  teeth  have  not 
grown  smaller  in  proportion,  irregularities  result.  Having  these 
two  great  factors  with  which  to  contend,  the  alveolar  process  is 


Fig.  2.    Thickening  of  peridental  membrane  with  abscess. 

necessarily  the  most  transitory  structure  in  the  body.  Hence  it  is 
likewise  the  most  morbidly  susceptible  of  structures. 

Other  than  for  etiologic  purposes  it  is  erroneous  to  speak  of 
"many  forms  of  gingivitis,"  or  to  state,  "the  disease  presents  two, 
three,  four  or  five  different  forms,  etc.'*  No  matter  whether  the 
irritation  be  local  or  constitutional,  the  result  and  the  pathology  are 
the  same. 

Inflammation  in  the  alveolar  process  and  soft  tissues  takes  the 
same  course  it  would  in  other  bones  and  soft  tissues.  It  will  either 
terminate  in  resolution  and  the  structures  return  to  nearly  normal, 
or  it  will  result  in  absorption,  ulceration  and  abscess. 
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Inflammation  either  builds  up  the  structure  as  in  hypertrophy 
so  beautifully  illustrated  by  Dr.  G.  Lenox  Curtis/  in  "Syphilitic 
Loculosis  Alveolaris,"  or  it  destroys  the  bone  by  absorption. 

Irritation,  when,  local,  first  produces  gingivitis,  which,  becom- 
ing chronic,  extends  to  the  alveolar  process  and  assumes  an  inter- 
stitial character.  When  irritation  is  constitutional,  due  to  auto- 
intoxication or  drug  poisoning,  the  alveolar  process  and  deeper 
tissues  first  become  involved,  then  assuming  an  interstitial  character, 
later  affecting  the  gums,  producing  gingivitis. 


Fig.  3.     Inflammation  of  the  gum. 

How  susceptible  the  alveolar  process  is  to  interstitial  gingivitis 
is  well  illustrated  in  every-day  cases.  Extract  two  teeth  upon  one 
jaw,  inflammation  about  the  tooth  or  teeth  having  no  occlusion 
sets  in,  bone  cells  are  deposited,  the  alveolar  process  elongates  car- 
rying the  tooth  or  teeth  upward  or  downward  until  occlusion  is 
restored.  Later,  when  auto-intoxication  takes  piace  or  drug  poi- 
son, violent  inflammation  sets  in  with  marked  interstitial  gingivitis, 
absorption  and  loosening  the  teeth. 


1  Journal  American  Medical  Association.  June.  igoo. 
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A  seamstress  bites  her  thread.  Interstitial  gingivitis  results 
with  absorption  of  the  bone  and  loosening  of  the  teeth.  Persons 
with  very  low  vitality,  poorly  nourished  people,  suffering  with  pro- 
longed sickness,  pregnant  women,  have  general  interstitial  gingi- 
vitis. Persons  overworked  or  suffering  with  neurasthenia  are  prone 
to  interstitial  gingivitis. 

In  syphilis,  interstitial  inflammation  is  not  only  set  up  in  the 
alveolar  process,  but  in  all  bones  of  the  body  as  well,  causing  hyper- 
trophy as  well  as  absorption  and  death  of  bone.     Heat  and  allied 


Fig.  4.    Round  cell  infiltration  from  arteries. 

irritation  will  produce  interstitial  gingivitis  and  bone  absorption. 

Some  more  severe  forms  of  interstitial  gingivitis  deserve  atten- 
tion from  the  irritation  point  of  view.  I  have  for  years  moved 
the  teeth  of  dogs  with  regulating  appliances,  using  a  screw,  sixty 
threads  to  the  inch.  In  some  the  screw  was  turned  one-quarter 
around,  in  others  one-half,  and  in  still  others  one  full  turn  once  a 
day.  Some  of  the  dogs  were  killed  in  three  days,  others  in  a  week, 
and  still  others  in  two  weeks.  By  this  method,  the  simplest  and 
most  severe  forms  of  pressure  were  applied.  The  length  of  time 
being  brief  as  well  as  extended.   These  tissues  were  decalcified,  cut. 
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Stained,  and  mounted  for  the  microscope.  In  every  case,  inflamma- 
tion was  produced.  This  disproves  the  theory  so  long  held  that 
bone  absorption  in  regulating  teeth  was  purely  a  physiologic  proc- 
ess. Teeth  were  also  extracted  in  dogs,  and  after  a  week  they  were 
killed.  The  bone  was  decalcified,  cut,  stained  and  mounted  for  the 
microscope.  The  absorption  was  inflammator}-  in  character.  The 
jaws  of  dogs  and  monkeys  who  were  erupting  the  second  teeth  were 
treated  in  like  manner.  Absorption  of  the  alveolar  process  to  allow 
the  teeth  to  pass  into  position  was  of  inflammatory  tvpe.     The  sim- 


Fig.  5.     Inflammation  and  fibrous  tissue.  • 

pie  irritation  as  well  as  the  severe  pressure  hence  produces  the 
same  pathologic  process,  inflammation  or  interstitial  gingivitis. 

The  blood  vessels  which  supply  the  gums,  peridental  mem- 
brane and  alveolar  process  are,  as  I  have  elsewhere  demonstrated, 
closely  connected,^  those  in  the  peridental  membrane  forming  a 
plexus  along  the  wall  of  the  alveolar  process,  while  only  a  small 
number  are  near  the  roots  of  the  teeth.  So  closely  connected  are 
these  that  the  vessels  in  one  tissue  cannot  become  involved  without 

^  International  Dental  Journal,  April,  1896. 
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involving  those  of  the  other  tissues.  Hence  gingivitis  occurs, 
which  in  reality  becomes  interstitial,  or  interstitial  inflammation 
appears  which  in  reality  becomes  a  gingivitis. 

No  matter  what  the  cause  may  be,  or  whether  the  initial  lesion 
be  in  the  gum  or  interstitial  structure,  absorption  of  the  alveolar 
process  results. 

Three  forms  of  the  absorption  of  the  alveolar  process  are  always 
present — Halisteresis,  Volkmann*s  perforating  canal  and  lacunar 
or  osteoclast  absorption.    These  are  named  in  the  order  of  the  rapid- 


Fig.  6.    Inflammation  without  fibrous  tissue. 

ity  in  which  they  destroy  the  alveolar  process.  Inflammation  and 
bone  absorption  may  and  does  go  on  for  years  without  pus  infec- 
tion. Dr.  Edwin  T.  Darby  first  described  pericemental  abscess 
about  1880.  Pus  germs  may  be  carried  to  any  part  of  the  inflamed 
process,  as  I  have  elsewhere  shown.^  An  abscess  may  form  at 
the  border  of  the  alveolar  process,  it  may  form  upon  the  periosteum 
at  the  outer  border.     Owing  to  the  tortuous  position  of  the  blood 

2  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Jan.  16,  1897. 
Interstitial    Gingivitis    or    So-called    Pyorrhoea   Alveolaris. 
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vessels  in  the  alveolar  process,  the  pus  germs  usually  collect  at  the 
border,  stasis  of  blood  generally  being  greatest  at  that  point.  I  first 
demonstrated  absorption  of  the  alveolar  process,  thickening  and 
breaking  down  of  tissue  into  an  abscess,  in  1896.  This  tooth  was 
taken  from  the  .mouth  of  a  fifty-four-year-old  man.  He  was  suf- 
fering from  auto-intoxication  due  to  neurasthenia  from  overwork 
with  slight  attack  of  Bright's  disease,  Figs,  i  and  2.  These  are 
of  low  magnifying  power.  Fig.  i  shows  the  first  stages,  round 
cell   infiltration  and  thickening  of  the  peridental  membrane  with 


Fig.  7.    Acute  inflammation. 

corresponding  absorption  of  the  alveolar  process,  which  does  not 
show  here.  Fig.  2  illustrates  thickening  of  the  peridental  mem- 
brane, which  in  reality  is  nothing  more  than  a  large  area  of  fibrous 
tissue,^ the  result  of  absorption  of  the  lime  salts  of  the  bone,  leav- 
ing the  mesh  of  fibers,  which  occasionally  come  away  with  the 
extracted  tooth.  The  pathologic  state  is  here  farther  advanced 
than  in  Fig.  i.  In  the  center  of  this  thickened  mass  is  seen 
a  white  area  at  D  a  breaking  down  of  tissue.  To  the  right  and  near 
the  edge  the  tissue  has  broken  down  and  an  abscess  formed.     Tn 
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1897,  in  an  article  read  before  the  Section  on  Stomatology  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  I  demonstrated  the  pathology  of 
the  disease  from  simple  inflammation  to  the  breaking  down  of 
tissue.  The  pathology  here  pictured  in  this  series  is  illustrative 
of  that  in  all  peridental  abscesses. 

The  following  are  illustrations  magnified  480  diameters.     Fig. 

3  illustrates  gum  tissue  with  round  cell  infiltration  due  to  irrita- 
tion from  a  gold  crown.    Tooth  loosened  and  was  removed.     Fig. 

4  cross-section  of  peridental  membrane  of  the  left  inferior  central 


Abscess.— 

-  Abscesa 


Fig.  8.    Formation  of  two  abscesses. 

incisor  of  a  twenty-nine-year-old  lady,  who  had  been  under  my 
care  for  fourteen  years.  Owing  to  her  occupation,  that  of  dress- 
making, she  had  no  exercise.  She  was  in  the  habit  of  biting  her 
thread  with  this  tooth.  She  drinks  no  water.  The  result,  auto- 
intoxication. Two  cross-sections  of  blood  vessels  are  seen  consid- 
erably thickened  (endarteritis  obliterans),  with  round  cell  infiltra- 
tion about  them. 

The  following  four  illustrations  show  different  stages  of  inflam- 
mation and  degeneration  of  the  peridental  membrane  of  a  right 
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superior  first  molar  in  a  forty-year-old  lady,  who  has  had  inter- 
stitial gingivitis  with  pyorrhoea  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  is 
now  losing  teeth  very  rapidly  and  is  a  marked  neurasthenic. 

Fig.  5.  Cross-section  of  palatal  root  near  apex,  showing  con- 
nective tissue  with  active  inflammation. 

Fig.  6.  Cross-section  farther  down,  showing  further  stage  of 
inflammation  of  peridental  membrane,  with  all  sizes  and  'kinds  of 
connective  tissue  cells  and  round  cell  infiltration. 

Fig.  7.  Cross-section  still  farther  down  on  same  root,  showing 
further  stage  of  inflammation. 

Fig.   8.     Cross-section   lower   down   and    of    low    magnifying 


Fig.  9.     Inflammation  due  to  mercurial  poisoning. 

power ;  shows  degeneration  and  liquefaction  of  tissue.  Two  areas 
with  violent  round  cell  inflammation  about  to  break  down  into 
abscesses. 

From  paper  No.  4,  Pyorrhoea  Alveolaris  in  Mercurial  and  Lead 
Poisoning  in  Dental  Cosmos,  1897. 

Fig.  9  illustrates  active  inflammation  of  the  peridental  membrane 
in  a  forty-eight-year-old  merchant,  who  was  a  dyspeptic,  debili- 
tated and  asthmatic.  He  had  been  under  calomel  and  tonics  for  less 
than  two  weeks.  When  he  came  under  observation,  the  mucous 
membrane  and  gums  were  then  much  inflamed.  There  was  marked 
sialorrhoea.    The  teeth  were  loose.     The  gums  were  swollen.     Pus 
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oozed  from  the  gums.  The  breath  had  a  decided  metallic  odor.  At 
my  suggestion  his  medical  attendant  stopped  the  calomel.  He  was 
then  ordered  six  pints. of  spring  water  daily.  The  gums  were  on 
alternate  days  saturated  with  iodin.  In  a  few  days  the  soreness 
and  swelling  were  so  reduced  that  the  deposits  could  be  removed. 
The  patient  was  discharged  cured  m  a  short  time  other  than  as  to 
the  right  inferior  second  molar,  which  was  so  loose  as  to  require 
removal.  This  tooth  was  placed  immediately  in  fifty  per  cent 
alcohol  for  twenty-four  hours  and  then  removed  to  absolute  alcohol 


Abscess.     ,  — 


Fig.  10.    Abscess  due  to  mercurial  poisoning. 

for  twenty-four  hours  more.  The  membrane  had  receded  about 
two-thirds  the  length  of  the  root.  Sections  for  microscopic  pur- 
poses were  made  from  the  lower  third  of  the  root.  Of  these  sec- 
tions, Fig.  9  shows  a  small  fragment  of  inflamed  peridental  mem- 
brane. Fig.  lo  exhibits  violent  round  cell  inflammation,  degenera- 
tion and  liquefaction  of  tissue  or  abscesses. 

A  thirty-five-year-old  diabetic  painter  came  under  observation 
for  lead  poisoning.     His  gums  were  swollen.     There  was  decided 
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sialorrhoea.  The  teeth  were  loose.  Pus  flowed  from  the  gums. 
He  was  placed  on  ozonate  spring  water  and  the  gums  were  satu- 
rated with  iodin  on  alternate  days.  Three  loose  teeth  were  removed 
and  placed  in  alcohol.  Sections  from  the  upper  third  of  the  left 
superior  second  bicuspid  gave  results  on  microscopic  examination 
similar  to  those  already  described  in  mercurial.  Fig.  ii  shows 
round  cells  of  inflammation.  Fig.  12  illustrated  very  marked  degen- 
eration of  the  peridental  membrane.  In  the  right-hand  comer  are 
seen  the  root  of  the  tooth,  dentine  and  cementum.  The  whole  sur- 
face of  the  peridental  membrane  is  in  an  advanced  phase  of  inflam- 


Fig.  11.     Inflammation  due  to  lead  poisoning. 

mation.  Just  at  the  border  of  the  root  is  evident  an  area  of  mem- 
brane softening.  Just  beyond,  but  adjoining,  is  noticeable  breaking 
down  of  tissue.  In  the  center  are  seen  two  areas  of  softened  tis- 
sue more  advanced  in  degeneration. 

Two  cases  are  added  from  my  collection,  of  slides  showing  peri- 
dental abscess,  that  have  never  been  published.  These  illustrate 
the  wide  range  of  diseases  in  which  they  may  occur. 

Fig.  13  (X  50)  illustrates  the  four  stages  of  abscess  in  the 
peridental  membrane  of  a  sixty-eight-year-old  diabetic  man.  He 
was   a  contractor,   a   neurasthenic    with    auto-intoxication,   which 
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finally  culminated  in  kidney  lesions.  The  illustration  shows  active 
inflammation  at  different  points,  the  two  lower  areas  breaking 
down  and  liquefaction  of  tissue.  The  upper  space  shows  an  abscess 
with  bacteria  within,  while  without  is  seen  round  cell  inflamma- 
tion. 

The  following  scorbutic  case  was  referred  to  me  by  Dr.  George 
W.  Johnson:^ 

A  twenty-five-year-old  American  was  admitted  to  Cook  County 


—Abscess. 


-Abscess. 
-Abscess. 


-Tissue 
breaking 
down  to 
forniabs.ce8S 


Fig.  12.    Four  abscesses  due  to  lead  poisoning 

Hospital  for  the  Insane,  December  2,  1892,  suffering  with  melan- 
cholia, attended  by  delusions  of  persecution  and  suicidal  tendencies 
marked  by  refusal  of  food.  June  i,  1896,  he  again  began  to 
refuse  food,  but  took  liquid  diet  on  persuasion.  June  29  the 
patient  was  transferred  to  the  hospital  because  of  his  emaciation. 
Scorbutic  symptoms  were  discovered,  July  18,  1896,  the  constitu- 
tional   and    local  symptoms  of    scurvy  were  well  marked.      The 

^  Journal  American  Medical  Association,  April  30,  1898. 
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teeth  were  covered  with  sordes  and  loosened.  Under  anti-scor- 
butic treatment  these  symptoms  had  fully  disappeared  by  August 
13,  1896. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Johnson,  I  was  allowed  to  see 
this  patient.  I  found  none  of  the  teeth  very  loose,  showing  the 
disease  was  superficial.  I  removed  two  teeth  that  were  decayed 
and  loosest.  These  were  prepared  for  the  microscope  in  the  usual 
manner.  Fig.  14  shows  the  gums  and  peridental  membrane  in 
an  active  state  of  inflammation.     Small  blood  vessels  are  observed 


Fig.  13.     Four  abscesses  in  a  64  year  old  diabetic  man. 

in  different  localities  with  round  cell  infiltration  extending  into  the 
tissue.  Fig.  15,  the  root  of  the  right  superior  second  bicuspid  with 
peridental  membrane  attached,  shows  active  inflammation  about  an 
artery  which  has  thickened  and  an  area  of  tissue  degeneration  form- 
ing an  abscess. 

I  now  propose  to  call  attention  to  another  form  of  abscess  of 
common  occurrence,  but  as  yet  undescribed.  In  interstitial  gingi- 
vitis, absorption  of  bone  takes  place  by  halisteresis,  Volkmann's 
perforating  canal  absorption  or  lacunar  or  osteoclast  absorption. 
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In  nearly  every  case,  as  I  have  elsewhere  shown,  this  absorption 
so  takes  place  that  islands  of  bone  (Fig.  i6)  become  dis- 
lodged. These  cause  irritation,  pus  germs  infect  the  part  and 
abscesses  result  about  the  roots  of  the  teeth.  The  pus  burrows  its 
way  to  the  surface  and  the  spiculae  of  bone  is  discharged.  The 
abscess  may  heal  of  its  own  accord,  but  treatment  is  generally  nec- 
essary. 


—Gum  tissue. 


—Epithelial 
layer. 


—Deeper  layer 


Fig.  14.    Scurvy.    Round  cell  infiltration  from  three  small  arteries. 

The  calcic  deposit  about  the  roots  of  teeth  and  in  abscesses  is 
due  to  absorption  of  the  alveolar  process  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
In  1898,  George  T.  Carpenter  and  myself  independently  made 
extensive  experiments  upon  pus  in  abscesses  and  pockets,  each  with 
the  following  results:  Summing,  Dr.  Carpenter  pertinently  asks: 
"But  can  tissue  be  absorbed  and  still  remain  as  debris  in  the  pocket? 
Such  is  the  condition  found  in  pyorrhoea  pockets,  which  can  be 
easily  proved  by  taking  the  contents  of  a  pocket,  dissolving  it  in 
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hydrochloric  acid,  then  adding  three  times  its  bulk  of  water ;  filter, 
boil,  and  when  cold  add  a  solution  of  ammonia,  which  will  precipi- 
tate the  phosphate  of  calcium.  The  same  result  is  attained  by  rins- 
ing a  freshly  extracted,  roughened  pyorrhoea  root  in  cold  water, 
then  with  a  stiff  brush  and  water  brush  the  roughened  parts  and 
put  the  resulting  product  into  a  test-tube;  add  hydrochloric  acid 
and  water,  if  necessary ;  filter  and  boil  and  to  this  add  a  solution  of 
ammonia,  and  the  lime  salts  are  precipitated." 


Thickened    - 
Artery  or 
Endarteritis 
obliterans. 


Active  — 

inflammation 
about  artery. 
First  stages 
of  abscess. 


Fig.  15.    Scurvy. 


I*  collected  the  contents  of  peridental  abscesses  in  a  sterilized 
teaspoon.  Dr.  Wesener,  chemist  of  the  Columbus  Medical  Labora- 
tory, found  that  there  was  an  average  of  eight  times  more  lime  salts 
in  the  pus  cavities  than  there  was  in  normal  blood. 

Since  stasis  of  blood  has  taken  place  in  a  large  area  about  the 
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abscess  and  pus  pockets,  deposits  from  the  vessels  seem  out  of 
the  questicMi. 

The  experiments  cited  by  Dr.  Ottolengui  from  Dr.  Kirk  are  of 
decades  old  type,  destitute  of  value  as  to  their  special  character, 
containing  elements  of  error  not  removed  by  control  experiments. 


x60.    H-lnchobJ.    No.  Oc. 

Fig.  16.    Cross  section  of  tooth,  Alveolar  process  and  peridental  membrane, 

showing  lacunar  absorption.    Man. 

C,  Cementum.     D,  Dentine.     I,  Peridental  Membrane.     J,  Alveolar  Process. 

O,  Lacunar  Absorption. 

No  pathologist  acquainted  with  septicaemic  infection  would  have 
deemed  them  worth  the  time  wasted  on  them.  There  is  a  vast 
field  of  modem  dental  pathology  which  Drs.  Kirk  and  Ottolengui 
have  l^ft  unexplored,  while  wasting  time  in  experiments  that  even 
a  pathologic  neophyte  would  have  disdained  to  make. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Rochester,  N.  Y. :  The  paper  before  us  is 
a  very  remarkable  one.  It  contains  excellent  specimens  of  the 
writer's  broad,  scientific  intellect  and  of  his  personal  intensity.  I  am 
not  sure  why  I  should  have  been  chosen  to  discuss  a  paper  on  path- 
ology, as  I  have  never  posed  before  the  dental  community  as  a 
pathologist  who  has  a  claim  to  original  investigations. 

A  great  lesson  is  given  us  by  the  author  when  he  says :  "Extract 
two  teeth  on  one  jaw,  inflammation  about  the  tooth  or  teeth  having 
no  occlusion  sets  in,  bone  cells  are  deposited,  the  alveolar  process 
elongated,  carrying  the  tooth  or  teeth  upward  or  downward  until 
occlusion  is  restored.  Later,  when  auto-intoxication  takes  place,  or 
drug  poison,  violent  inflammation  sets  in  with  marked  interstitial 
gingivitis,  absorption  and  loosening  of  the  teeth." 

Gentlemen,  if  you  would  receive  no  other  object  lesson  fran 
all  the  papers  read  before  this  meeting,  it  should  have  compensated 
you  for  your  trip  to  Albany.  The  great  and  powerful  factor  which 
malarticulation  plays  in  the  development  of  interstital  gingivitis 
has  never  been  more  forcibly  expressed.  In  a  first-class  dental  prac- 
tice these  observations  are  but  rarely  made.  I  have  seen  more  cases 
of  true  interstitial  gingivitis  caused  by  malarticulation  in  one  winter 
of  my  college  duties,  than  I  have  possibly  observed  in  all  of  my 
private  practice  before.  I  pass  to  you  a  model  of  one  of  the  students 
which  is  as  t3rpical  a  case  as  I  can  find.  The  entire  denture  is  free 
from  all  troubles  of  the  described  nature,  but  the  first  molar  of  the 
right  superior  jaw,  which  is  elongated  owing  to  the  untimely  ex- 
traction of  the  inferior  six-year  molar.  A  condition  of  interstitial 
gingivitis  exists  to-day  which  threatens  the  life  of  the  six-year 
molar  and  has  largely  attacked  the  twelve-year  molar. 

This  result  alone  should  dispose  of  any  attempt  at  injudicious 
extraction  of  teeth.  The  time  has  passed  when  the  argument  of 
inability  to  save  a  six-year  molar  had  a  right  for  existence.  Our 
advanced  methods  of  filling  teeth  with  gold,  our  advanced 
knowledge  of  the  physical  property  of  amalgam,  and  a  justified 
crowning  of  the  first  molar,  makes  the  argument  obsolete.  This 
outward  movement  of  the  teeth  is  resorted  to  by  nature  to  estab- 
lish a  new  and  useful  relationship  with  the  other  teeth;  and  thus 
she  takes  her  revenge  for  the  undue  interference  of  human  lack  of 
knowledge  and  observation. 
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The  author  tells  of  his  valuable  experiments  to  ascertain  whether 
^ne  absorption  in  regelating  teeth  was  a  purely  physiologic  or  path- 
oiogic  process.  The  results  of  these  experiments  indicate  a  true 
Pathologic  character.  It  suggests  to  me  the  question  whether  the 
Activity  of  the  cells  involved  is  extremely  physiologic  or  incipient 
pathologic.  It  may  permit  of  the  question  whether  the  processes 
are  not  differences  in  degree  rather  than  in  kind. 

Iri  regard  to  Dr.  Talbot's  statement  about  the  calcic  deposits,  the 
question  in  this  connection  has  presented  itself  to  me  thus:  How 
**^^^^lx  of  this  so-called  senminal  deposit  on  the  roots  of  teeth  is  due 
.  ^ir-cct  deposition  from  the  blood,  and  how  much  to  a  low  inflamma- 
^^^^  bordering  on,  or  possibly  associated  with,  suppuration,  the  pus 
,?^  ^.c:cimiulating  beyond  a  point  at  which  it  is  readily  picked  up  and 
^I^Osed  of  without  suggestion  of  outflow  about  the  tooth?    These 

^^^  to  me  questions  of  possible  disputation. 
f^^j  ^l^lie  treatment  of  the  peridental  abscesses  is  not  always  success- 
di^"  My  clinical  observations  confirm  the  fact  that  some  systemic 
b%>^2^^€sis  is  especially  inciting  this  class  of  dental  perplexities.  I 
/»^^  ^  at  no  time  observed  their  prevalence  more  than  during  the 
winter,  the  most  memorable  one  for  the  Russian  blessing  to 


Vtt,. 


lanity,  la  grippe.    La  grippe  microorganisms  are  no  doubt  re- 
«;^nsible  for  this  as  they  are  responsible  for  the  many  complications 
in  the  ethmoidal  sinus,  the  middle  ear,  etc. 

The  only  successful  and  rapid  method  of  treatment,  according 
to  my  observations,  consists  in  a  thorough  cleansing  of  the  pus  sinus 
with  three  per  cent  solution  of  hydrogen  dioxide,  after  which  a 
fifty  per  cent  solution  of  the  tincture  of  iodine  applied  in  connec- 
tion with  cataphoresis  and  ten  volts,  one  and  one-half  to  two  milli- 
amperes  applied  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  have  cured  a  number  of 
cases  which  the  ordinary  methods  of  treatment  refused  to  do.  It 
produces  a  temporary  irritation  more  or  less  intense,  but  is  the  most 
efficacious  method  of  treatment  known  to  me. 

The  author  finishes  his  paper  by  telling  us  "that  the  experiments 
dted  by  Dr.  Ottolengui  from  Dr.  Kirk  are  of  Decade's  old  type, 
destitute  of  value  as  to  their  special  character,  containing  elements 
^^  error  not  removed  by  control  experiments.  No  pathologist 
^^^Uainted  with  septicsemic  infection  would  have  deemed  them 
worthy  the  time  wasted  on  them.  There  is  a  vast  field  of  modem 
dental  pathology  which  Dr.  Kirk  and  Dr.  Ottolengui  have  left  unex- 
piored;  while  wasting  time  in  experiments  that  even  a  pathologic 


Digitized  by 


Google 


88  TRANSACTIONS   OF  THE   DENTAL   SOCIETY 

nec^yte  would  have  disdained  to  make."  This  paragraph  seems 
to  me  open  to  criticism.  We  all  know  and  gladly  recognize  Dr. 
Talbot's  indefatigable  labor  in  the  field  of  interstitial  gingivitis  and 
general  dental  pathology.  A  g^eat  many  of  the  profession,  includ- 
ing myself,  have  looked  upon  Dr.  Kirk's  paper  read  before  the  union 
meeting  in  Baltimore,  June  3,  1898,  as  the  first  specific  attempt  to 
describe  the  etiology  and  pathology  of  a  pericemental  abscess  upon 
teeth  withfliving  pulps,  in  contradistinction  to  the  abscess  upon  teeth 
with  dead  pulps,  and  in  contradistinction  to  the  general  pus  forma- 
tion in  cases  of  pyorrhea  alveolaris. 

After  all  what  does  it  matter  to  whom  the  laurel  wreath  for 
precedence  belongs  ?  Science  should  not  scrutinize  in  such  direction. 
A  well-known  pathologist  tells  me  that  h^  has  recognized  cases  of 
abscesses  in  teeth  with  living  pulps  for  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
but  the  gentleman  failed  to  record  his  opinion,  which  of  course 
deprives  him  of  one  of  the  leaves  for  his  wreath  of  immortality.  We 
have  always  looked  upon  Dr.  Kirk  as  too  well  informed  a  man  and 
too  honest  to  omit  what  is  due  to  his  confreres,  least  to  a  man  who 
ranks  as  high  in  original  experimental  pathology  as  Dr.  Talbot. 

As  far  back  as  1887  Dr.  G.  V.  Black  more  than  hinted  at  this 
case  in  question  when  he  says  of  an  extracted  cuspid  which  showed 
no  signs  of  phagadenic  pericementitis :  "I  found  that  some  of  the 
lymphatics  near  the  gingival  border  of  the  membrane  were  in  a 
state  of  suppuration,  etc.  This  condition  followed  the  lymphatic 
chains  in  the  direction  of  the  apex  of  the  root  to  a  distance  that 
surprised  me,  considering  the  very  slight  signs  of  the  disease  before* 
operation,  and  seemed  especially  confined  to  those  cells,  etc.  This 
case  certainly  hints  quite  strongly  at  the  fact  that  these  lymphatics 
are  the  seat  of  this  very  peculiar  affection."  The  very  opinion 
pronounced  by  Dr.  Kirk. 

Gentlemen,  never  has  dentistry  needed  the  harmonious  working 
of  its  scientific  men  more  than  now.  We  shall  never  make  scientific 
progress  until  our  investigators  work  together.  Let  all  opinions 
stand  on  the  foundations  of  their  merit.  Time  alone  will  properly 
classify  them;  all  unnecessarv  personal  intensities  may  lead  to  a 
polemic  feeling  which  never  yet  has  been  conducive  to  the  develop- 
ment of  science.  The  higher  regions  of  thought,  science  and  large 
conclusions  should  be  altogether  outside  of  the  scope  of  every-day 
feelings. 
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DV.  Hofheinz  :  A  bridge  was  constructed  by  me  about  fourteen 
years  ago,  from  the  second  molar  to  the  cuspid.  The  cuspid  was 
cut  off,  and  the  usual  Richmond  crown  placed  thereon.  The  cement 
dissolved  in  cuspid  root.  It  was  fastened  again.  The  root  split 
and  pyorrhea  alveolaris  set  in,  and  I  extracted  the  root  two  years 
ago  and  drilled  it  thoroughly,  left  the  socket  from  three  to  four 
months.  After  that  I  re-drilled  the  socket  and  implanted  a  tooth, 
which  was  a  very  large  lateral,  and  about  four  weeks  ago^— nearly 
two  years  after  the  implantation  has  been  done,  I  replaced  it  by 
new  crown  and  bridge  of  which  you  see  the  model  here. 

Dr.  G.  V.  I.  Brown,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. :  When  men  begin  to 
wrangle  with  each  other  about  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first 
to  promulgate  some  particular  theory,  it  is  safe  to  presume  that 
that  theory  is  correct,  and  therefore  we  may  presume  there  is  no 
question  about  the  existence  of  pericemental  abscess.  So  far  as 
Dr.  Talbot's  position  is  concerned,  I  think  I  can  throw  a  little,  light 
upon  that  without  at  all  interfering  with  the  rights  any  one  else  may 
have,  by  giving  you  some  idea  of  what  Dr.  Talbot  has  done.  It  is 
not  an  idea  that  Dr.  Talbot  thinks  any  one  is  trying  to  take  from 
him  something  he  lias  originated,  although  he  sometimes  gives  that 
impression;  but  Dr.  Talbot  has  kept  several  laboratories  constantly 
employed  in  getting  out  his  experiments,  in  regard  to  this  particular 
affection.  He  naturally  has  gotten  very  much  beyond  the  rest  of 
us,  and  like  every  one  else  who  does  that,  will  have  to  wait  for 
time  to  develop  an  appreciation  of  what  he  has  done.*  I  know  some- 
thing of  it  myself,  because  his  experiments  with  regard  to  deter- 
mining whether  there  was  a  specific  bacterium,  which  caused  this 
disease,  or  not,  were  done  in  our  own  laboratory,  before  my  own 
eyes.  It  took  one  man  many  months  to  take  cultures  from  mouths 
and  continue  those  cultures,  separating  them  until  finally,  as  nearly 
as  possible  pure  cultures  were  obtained  from  what  were  at  first 
very  nmch  mixed  cultures,  as  all  cultures  in  the  mouth  must  be. 
Think  what  a  great  labor  it  was  to  develop  all  the  different  sides 
of  the  question.  The  definition,  as  you  all  know,  for  inflammation, 
is  simply  a  pathological  exaggeration  of  the  normal  processes  of 
repair  accompanied  by  certain  physical  signs  and  loss  of  function. 
An  inflammation  is  an  inflammation — it  does  not  make  much  differ- 
ence where  it  is.  It  can  be  caused  in  any  tissue  by  many  etiological 
factors  and  bacteria.  I  do  not  think  we  need  wrangle  about  who 
discovered   any   particular   form   of    it   first.     Mild   irritation   will 
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give  a  slow,  progressing  degree  of  inflammation,  and  the  results  of 
this  irritation  may  be  made  worse  by  certain  general  conditions  of 
the  system,  as  any  inflammation  may  be.  I  was  pleased  with  what 
Dr.  Hofheinz  said,  because  it  referred  to  one  of  the  hobbies  of  my 
life,  viz. :  That  the  disease  recognized  as  pyorrhea  alveolaris  is  simply 
one,  and  I  may  say  the  least,  of  a  considerable  number  of  patho- 
logical conditions  that  come  from  exactly  the  same  cause.  In  my 
work,  I  have  many  cases  of  severe  neuralgias,  dating  back  and  con- 
tinuing for  many  years.  I  have  a  number  of  patients— one  that 
I  have  in  mind,  who  came  from  a  sanitarium — another  who  is  now 
in  a  sanitarium,  suffering  from  hopeless  melancholia  for  some  four 
years — and  many  cases  of  a  similar  character — the  direct  irritating 
cause  I  am  satisfied  being  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  habit  of  the 
jaws,  due  to  the  irritation  caused  originally  by  an  irregularity  or 
malocclusion  of  the  jaws.  Nearly  all  of  the  cases  have  been  more 
or  less  relieved  by  the  simple  correction  of  this  difficulty.  We  hear 
a  great  deal  about  pericemental  abscess  and  about  pyorrhea,  but 
we  hear  very  little  about  the  teeth,  examples  of  which  many  of  you 
have  extracted,  in  which  there  was  a  constructive  inflammation  of 
the  pericementum,  and  the  deposit  of  bone  cells  united  the  root  to 
the  alveolar  process.  It  is  simply  another  expression  of  the  same 
trouble  which  with  a  destructive  inflammation,  would  have  been 
pyorrhea  alveolaris.  If  we  did  not  vie  with  each  other  about  who 
were  the  originators  of  particular  theories,  perhaps  we  would  not 
make  so  much,  progress,  and  so,  doubtless,  it  is  a  good  thing  that 
we  do. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Rhein,  of  New  York :  It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
know  just  what  to  say  on  this  paper.  Personally  I  coincide  most 
heartily  with  the  discussion  of  Dr.  Hofheinz,  and  with  the  remarks 
just  made  by  Dr.  Brown.  I  have  felt  for  some  years,  and  stated 
in  a  discussion  at  the  Odontological  Society  on  this  subject  a  couple 
of  years  ago,  when  Dr.  Harlan,  of  Chicago,  read  his  paper,  that 
if  the  different  men  throughout  the  world,  who  have  been  investigat- 
ing this  question  of  the  pathology  of  the  peridental  membrane  and 
its  allied  surfaces,  were  brought  together,  there  would  be  much  less 
difference  of  opinion  than  appears  to  be  upon  the  surface.  Dr.  Tal- 
bot I  esteem  very  highly,  and  the  work  he  has  done ;  and  I  have  the 
same  high  regard  for  the  other  two  gentlemen  whom  he  has  criti- 
cised so  severely  to-day,  and  as  I  believe  very  unjustly — for  this 
reason :  that  he  has  failed  to  appreciate  just  what  those  gentlemen 
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had  reference  to.  Most  of  us  heard  Dr.  Kirk  present  this  .subject 
before  this  society  in  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  did,  and 
the  impression  he  conveyed  to  me  was  that  he  felt  he  was  touching 
upon  a  subject  which  was  not  thoroughly  explored,  but  which  con- 
tained a  great  field  for  investigation.  He  is  misinterpreted  by  Dr. 
Talbot,  when  Dr.  Talbot  makes  him  attempt. to  confound  a  peri- 
dental abscess  in  a  tooth  with  a  vital  pulp,  with  an  ordinary  abscess. 
That  was  far  from  Dr.  Kirk's  intent,  as  far  as  I  understood  the 
tenor  of  his  paper,  and  that  seems  to  be  the  only  point  of  criticism 
contained  in  Dr.  Talbot*s  paper  as  to  what  Dr.  Kirk  had  to  say. 
The  point  in  this  matter,  as  I  see  it,  is  this :  In  pyorrhea  alveolaris, 
or  interstitial  gingivitis,  we  are  very  much  troubled,  as  far  as  the 
treatment  of  the  diseased  condition  extends,  with  abscesses,  as  so 
beautifully  illustrated  in  the  views  sent  to  us  to-day  by  Dr.  Talbot. 
Those  are  the  conditions  that  present  the  hard  points  to  us,  as  far 
as  practice  goes,  and  that  is  what  interests  us.  The  point  that  Dr. 
Kirk  made  was  just  the  opposite  of  what  Dr.  Talbot  appears  to 
make  him  say.  In  other  words,  he  wants  to  draw  our  attention 
si>ecifically  to  the  fact  that  we  have  here  an  abscess  which  is  abso- 
lutely distinctive  from  the  ordinary  type  of  alveolar  abscess — some- 
thing entirely  different.  I  agree  with  Dr.  Talbot  in  the  change  in 
the  name  he  suggested — peridental  abscess,  instead  of  pericemental 
abscess — for  the  better  description  of  the  condition  involved.  In 
the  ordinary  forms  of  pyorrhea  alveolaris,  one  of  the  most  common 
things  we  have  to  contend  with,  is  the  possibility  of  an  abscess  due 
to  the  interstitial  gingivitis — due  to  the  results  of  the  inflammation 
that  exists — resulting  in  a  pyorrheal  condition  that  does  not  involve 
the  pulp  of  the  tooth.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  a  condition 
where  this  is  present,  complicated  by  an  abscess  from  a  dead  pulp 
— in  other  words,  the  disease  progressing  in  such  a  way  by  its 
mechanical  progress,  cutting  off  the  supply  from  the  pulp,  and  the 
death  of  the  pulp  ensuing,  and  the  alveolar  abscess  unites  its  dis- 
charge of  pus  to  the  pus  formation  that  already  exists  in  the 
pyorrheal  pocket.  It  was  to  distinguish  diagnostically  between  this 
condition  and  that  which  we  get  in  a  simple  peridental  abscess 
around  the  end  of  the  root,  where  the  pulp  remains  alive,  that  Dr. 
Kirk  brought  this  to  our  attention.  That  such  a  condition  could 
exist,  has  been  violently  and  aggressively ,  disputed  by  the  major 
part  of  the  profession  for  many  years.  I  have  known  men  to  take 
the  most  antagonistic  ground  to  such  a  condition  of  affairs  being 
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possible,  and  it  is  in  this  respect  that  I  feel  that  the  statements  made 
here  to-day  by  Dr.  Hofheinz  are  such  as  would  redound  to  our 
advancement  in  this  direction,  if  investigators  would  allow  more 
consideration  for  their  fellow-investigators.  The  very  experiments 
that  Dr.  Brown  spoke  of,  that  Dr.  Talbot  is  engaged  in — ^those  pur- 
sued at  his  own  college  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  pyorrhea 
being  produced  etiologically  by  any  specific  form  of  bacteria,  have 
been  corroborated  in  other  laboratories,  and  there  are  other  labora- 
tories and  other  men  working  in  this  same  connection.  At  the 
same  time.  Dr.  Brown  is  as  well  aware  of  the  fact  as  I  am,  that 
there  is  a  man  who  claims  he  has  discovered  by  the  very  same  kind 
of  investigation,  a  specific  form  of  bacteria  which  will  produce 
pyorrhea  alveolaris.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  that  the  gentle- 
man I  refer  to  is  Dr.  Young.  I  have  made  experiments  running 
over  a  series  of  about  nine  months  in  this  respect,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  some  of  the  best  pathologists  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  they  have  been  entirely  corroborative  of  the  work  done 
by  Dr.  Talbot  in  this  respect,  that  there  is  no  especial  bacteria  that 
can  be  eliminated,  and  to  which  we  can  trace  any  infection  as  a 
cause  for  pyorrhea.  At  the  same  time,  the  possibility  for  error  in 
work  of  this  kind  is  vast.  Dr.  Talbot's  work  may  be  found  to  have 
error  in  it,  and  also  mine.  Dr.  Young  may  come  out  some  day 
right  on  top  of  the  heap.  At  the  present  time,  no  one  has  corrobo- 
rated the  assertion  he  has  made.  I  myself  place  very  little  value 
on  it,  but  that  is  only  a  small  consideration  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
I  feel  that  Dr.  Talbot  makes  himself  very  badly  misunderstood  in 
some  things  he  has  said.  In  the  paper  he  has  given  us  to-day,  he 
speaks  of  the  fact  that  while  there  may  be  a  host  of  etiological 
causes  of  pyorrhea  the  results  and  the  pathological  conditions  result- 
ing are  precisely  the  same.  In  expressing  that  sentiment  in  the 
way  he  does,  it  leaves  it  open  to  a  great  deal  of  misconception, 
because  the  very  thing  that  he  admits  and  prefaces  his  sentence  by 
— that  the  etiological  causes  are  varied — while  they  bring  about 
general  results  of  a  similar  character,  those  results  when  they  are 
of  an  inflammatory  type  and  are  producing  destruction  of  tissue, 
show  from  clinical  observation  quite  differently  to  the  human  eye, 
according  to  the  etiological  cause  of  the  interstitial  gingivitis  that 
is  existing  at  the  time.  Now  I  agree  with  the  general  remark  that 
Dr.  Talbot  has  said,  and  disagree  with  the  inference  which  he  leaves 
that  all  cases  of  pyorrhea  look  alike,  and  consequently  ought  to  be 
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treated  alike.  I  have  never  failed  to  find  a  great  difference  in  any 
two  cases  of  pyorrhea,  as  far  as  they  appear  to  the  eye,  if  the  etio- 
logical causes  were  different,  and  as  a  natural  conclusion,  the  local 
as  well  as  the  general  treatment  would  also  be  different.  It  is  un- 
fortunately true,  as  Dr.  Hofheinz  so  succinctly  expressed  it,  that 
the  desire  for  personal  honor  in  investigation  of  this  kind  frequently 
mars  the  friendly  and  amicable  spirit  that  should  exist,  and  to  put 
aside  any  possibility  of  any  of  these  men  claiming  the  priority  in 
regard  to  investigations  of  this  kind,  I  want  to  say  right  here,  that 
about  two  weeks  ago,  in  Philadelphia,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  having 
placed  before  me  a  small  book  published  in  1530,  in  German,  in 
which  the  subject  of  pyorrhea  alveolaris  is  treated  at  considerable 
length,  and  treated  practically  in  the  way  that  we  have  heard  Dr. 
Talbot  speak  of  to-day,  in  the  way  we  have  heard  Dr.  Kirk  speak 
of  it,  and  Dr.  Hofheinz  and  Dr.  Brown.  That  knocks  your  priority 
pretty  far  back,  if  you  can  find  a  work  published  in  1530  that 
speaks  of  the  various  etiological  causes,  and  how  the  treatment  of 
it  depends  upon  the  general  systemic  condition.  They  even  had  a 
name  for  it  at  that  time,  which  I  copied.  The  name  that  it  went 
under  at  that  date,  was  "dentium  commocrum."  The  derivation  and 
meaning  of  the  word  "commocrum'*  I  have  not  been  able  to  deter- 
mine up  to  the  present  time,  but  I  should  not  be  surprised,  if  we 
went  back  eventually  for  the  name  which  has  been  one  of  the  sore 
points  of  discussion  of  this  trouble,  to  the  one  in  use  a  few  cen- 
turies ago,  and  in  that  way  come  to  an  amicable  conclusion  as  to 
what  we  will  call  this  condition  of  the  peridental  membrane. 
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A  System  of  Retaining  Springs  for  Partial 
Plates  and  Removable  Bridges. 

By  W.  E.  GRISWOLD,  D.  D.  S.,  Denver,  Col. 


It  is  with  some  embarrassment  that  a  man  from  the  wild  and 
woolly  west  comesr  before  one  of  the  oldest  dental  science  associa- 
tions in  this  country,  with  an  idea,  in  many  respects  new,  and  I 
would  not  dare  to  do  so  had  I  not  thoroughly  demonstrated  both 
in  the  mouth  and  on  models,  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  my 
patients,  myself  and  many  members  of  the  profession,  that  it  is 
one  of  merit. 

It  consists  of  a  series  of  springs,  made  from  a  new  alloy  of 
metals,  discovered  by  myself  after  some  four  years  of  experimenting, 
which  will  stand  the  action  of  the  oral  secretions  and  a  heat  sufficient 
to  flow  twenty-two  carat  gold  sdder,  and  at  that  degree  not  lose  its 
high  elasticity.  As  presented  to  your  notice  these  springs  are 
punched  from  this  metal,  and  by  a  series  of  steel  dies  brought  to  the 
form  in  which  you  see  them. 

I  will  first  call  your  attention  to  that  part  of  the  system  which 
necessitates  the  cutting  off  of  crowns  of  teeth.  To  a  root  capped 
in  the  usual  way  I  simply  solder  the  spring  stud,  shown  at  figure 
I,  plate  B,  and  cover  this  with  a  capsule  made  of  platinum  and 
iridium,  carrying  over  it  a  disk,  shown  at  figure  3,  adapting  very 
closely  to  the  root  cap,  then  waxing  2  and  3  together,  remove  them 
and  solder,  making  w^hat  I  call  my  crown  cap,  on  which  all  super- 
structure is  placed. 

In  practical  work,  after  capping  abutments,  we  take  an  impres- 
sion and  bite  at  the  same  time  in  wax  and  place  this  on  the  articulator. 
This  is  merely  for  reference,  a  means  whereby  we  can  ascertain  the 
position  on  the  root  cap  to  solder  the  springs  so  they  will  not  inter- 
fere with  placing  a  facing  in  front  of  them,  and  also  determine  the 
size  to  use  and  the  length  we  can  have  it,  and  not  have  it  interfere 
with  the  occluding  teeth. 
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We  now  take  an  impression  of  the  capped  roots  and  edentulous 
parts.  If  caps  have  not  come  away  with  the  impression,  remove  and 
place  in  their  respective  places  before  running  the  model ;  cover  the 
inside  of  caps  and  the  surface  of  the  pins  with  a  filrh  of  w^ax.  When 
the  model  is  made  (preferably  of  sump,  or  some  other  nonshrink- 
able  material)  shave  it  perfectly  smooth  and  level  on  the  bottom, 
and  if  for  any  reason  you  want  your  bridge  to  go  in  on  one  side  the 
heel  or  toe  first,  shave  it  so  that.it  will  tip  a  little  that  way.  Now 
warm  the  caps  enough  to  melt  the  wax  and  remove  them  from  the 
model,  and  after  melting  out  all  the  wax  replace  them. 

We  now  take  the  soldering  jig,  plate  C,  warm  its  base  and  put  a 
sheet  of  base  plate  wax  over  it,  and  press  the  model  into  this  softened 
wax,  and  fasten  with  the  centering  pin,  No.  i ;  clamp  with  the  nut 
No.  3.  Now  by  observing  the  model  on  the  articulator  you  deter- 
mine where,  on  these  root  caps,  you  can  best  place  the  stud,  and  not 
interfere  with  the  bite,  and  also  allow  a  facing  to  go  in  front  of  it, 
also  the  length  you  can  have  them  and  the  right  size  to  use.  Take 
this  stud  and  hold  it  over  a  Bunsen  burner  until  it  is  a  dull  red, 
but  do  not  throw  it  into  water  to  cool  it,  as  it  makes  it  stiff  again  and 
brittle.  Place  it  in  the  open  end  of  soldering  chuck  8,  plate  E,  this 
in  jig  chuck  6,  fastening  with  nut  10,  bring  it  to  the  position  you 
wish  it  to  occupy  on  the  root  cap,  and  observe  the  angle  to  which 
it  must  be  filed  to  fit  accurately;  loosen  nut  No.  7  and  remove  all 
these  parts,  and  using  them  as  a  holder  with  a  fine  cut  gold  file, 
cut  to  the  desired  angle.  Replace,  tighten  nut  7,  see  that  No.  8  is  in 
line  with  the  centering  pin,  and  tighten  all  nuts.  Flux,  place  a  bit 
of  solder  inside  the  spring,  and  solder  as  at  figure  D,  using  the 
pointed  flame,  hdd  onto  the  root  cap  until  solder  has  flowed  down 
and  fastened  all  together.  Now  loosen  nut  No.  5,  raise  up  arm  No.  4, 
which  brings  the  root  cap  with  it,  loosen  nut  No.  10,  take  out 
chuck  8,  remove  the  spring  and  root  cap — see  that  the  two  are  firmly 
united,  and  if  not,  hold  in  a  pair  of  pliers  and  complete  the  soldering 
so  that  each  leaf  of  the  spring  is  soldered  solid  to  the  root  cap. 
Now  place  a  bit  of  vulcanizing  rubber  over  the  pin  and  carry  down 
to  the  edge  of  root  band.  Place  the  pin  in  a  vise,  so  that  the  cap  rests 
on  the  jaws,  the  thin  edge  of  the  band  being  protected  by  the  rubber. 
Take  the  special  pliers.  No.  13,  plate  E,  place  the  capsule  as  at  No. 
14,  carry  this  over  the  stud.  Observe  the  angle  to  which  it  must  be 
filed  to  fit  the  root  cap  around  the  base  of  the  spring  perfectly. 
Take  special  punch,  No.  15,  for  the  size  capsule  used,  punch  in  a 
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piece  of  plate  large  enough  to  cover  the  root  cap  and  extend  over  it, 
on  the  side  the  saddle  comes,  a  hole  which  just  fits  over  this  capsule. 
Carr\'  it  to  a  position  and  adapt  perfectly  to  the  surface  of  the  root 
cap,  wax  the  capsule  and  this  plate  together,  remove  and  solder 
heavy.  Replace,  then  thoroughly  adapt  the  crown  plate  to  the  root 
cap  again,  so  that  nothing  can  get  between  them.  If  this  is  a  bit 
loose,  do  not  worry,  it  is  all  the  better  as  it  facilitates  easy  working, 
and  you  can  tighten  when  the  work  is  in  the  mouth,  by  a  very  slight 
tap  on  the  end. 

You  will  proceed  with  each  abutment  in  the  same  way :  when 
complete  pull  off  the  crown  caps.  Replace  each  root  cap  with  the 
spring  stud  soldered  to  it  on  the  roots  in  the  mouth.  If  you  use  a 
saddle  (this  being  previously  made)  place  in  position,  replace  the 
crown  caps  over  their  studs,  and  as  they  extend  over  the  root  caps 
on  the  side  next  the  saddle  they  hold  it  in  position;  now  take  a 
bite,  then  select  a  suitable  cup,  punch  a  hole  in  the  bottom  corre- 
sponding to  the  shank  of  impression  prop  No.  i6,  place  cup  and  prop 
in  the  mouth,  see  that  it  forces  the  saddle  where  you  want  it  when 
the  patient  bites  on  the  rubber  cushion,  if  the  case  necessitates  the 
use  of  two  or  more  of  these  pro[>s.  While  the  patient  is  biting  on 
them  take  a  piece  of  wire  and  go  from  one  to  the  other  on  the  out- 
side of  the  cup,  twisting  it  around  each  prop  and  binding  them  all 
together,  so  that  when  subsequently  replaced  in  the  mouth  they  will 
go  in  exactly  the  same  position."  Now  fill  your  cup  with  plaster, 
carr}'  it  to  position,  and  have  the  patient  bite  firmly  on  the  props 
which  force  your  saddle  into  the  soft  tissues  with  exactly  the  same 
pressure  that  they  will  exert  in  subsequent  use.  Force  up  your  tray 
and  get  an  impression  of  all  the  parts  in  this,  their  true  relation  when 
in  use.  When  hard  pull  out  the  root  caps  and  lay  aside  for  polish- 
mg.  Place  a  match  or  some  piece  of  wood  in  the  crown  caps  so  that 
it  will  extend  well  into  the  model. 

Now  make  a  model  of  plaster  and  set  up  on  an  articulator  with 
the  bite.  Take  a  bit  of  sump,  or  some  other  nonshrinkable  substance, 
and  build  up  on  this  model,  over  the  crown  caps  and  saddle,  enough 
so  that  you  can  remove  them  all  together,  turn  over  and  solder  all 
together  on  the  side  which  comes  in  contact  with  the  soft  tissues, 
replace  on  tlie  model  and  finish  in  any  way  desired. 

There  are  some  members  of  the  profession,  and  probably  many 
patients,  who  will  object  to  the  amputation  of  crowns,  but  would 
prefer  to  have  shell  crowns  put  over  teeth  ground  down.    To  accom- 
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modate  these  people,  I  have  made  these  springs  in  a  different  form, 
but  just  as  serviceable.  A  wedge-shaped  U  spring,  with  a  depres- 
sion in  its  sides,  which,  when  the  next  size  is  slipped  over,  locks  the 
two  together,  as  seen  in  different  positions  in  plate  G — No.  i  is  a 
side  view,  No.  2  a  three-quarter  view.  No.  3  a  front  view.  No.  4  a 
top  view,  and  No.  5  a  three-quarter  view  soldered  to  a  crown. 

These  springs  are  made  in  dies,  the  same  as  the  others,  and  in 
three  sizes,  so  that  one  size  can  be  used  as  a  box  for  the  other  and 
for  all  porcelain  work.  The  two  larger  sizes  are  made  for  higher 
fusing. 

With  the  outfit  ccHTies  two  soldering  chucks,  one  for  the  small 
size,  and  one  for  the  second  size,  with  a  milled  groove  in  the  open 
end  to  hold  these  springs  in  position  for  soldering  to  the  crowns, 
and  in  perfect  alignment,  by  placing  th^m  in  the  chuck  of  the  solder- 
ing jig,  plate  C.  One  of  these  chucks  is  shown  in  plate  E,  figure  8. 
The  method  of  procedure  is  similar  to  that  described  for  the  spring 
stud.  You  simply  take  your  impression  of  the  abutments,  and  you 
wax  up  the  inside  of  the  crowns  so  that  when  the  wax  is  melted 
they  can  be  removed  from  the  model.  Make  your  model  of  sump, 
and  place  on  the  soldering  jig,  as  before  described.  Select  the 
prof>er  size  spring  for  the  place,  either  No.  i  or  2.  Take  this  spring 
and  pass  it  through  the  flame  of  a  Bunsen  burner  until  it  is  a  dull 
red  to  anneal  it ;  then  file  it  to  the  proper  length  to  fit  the  crown,  up 
end  it  on  a  piece  of  gold,  drawing  the  open  ends  slightly  together, 
so  that  it  will  be  a  bit  narrower  at  its  base  than  at  the  upper  end, 
and  solder  on  the  inside.  Now  take  this,  and  lay  it,  narrow  side 
down,  on  another  piece  of  gold  plate,  fitting  it  perfectly.  Flux  it, 
placing  a  very  little  solder  inside  again,  fuse  it  over  Bunsen  burner, 
soldering  the  two  firmly  together,  not  allowing  the  solder  to  flow 
upon  the  spring  any  more  than  can  possibly  be  helped.  Now  place 
this  in  its  proper  soldering  chuck,  put  this  chuck  in  jig  chuck,  bring 
it  to  the  position  on  the  mesial  or  distal  side  of  the  crown  you  wish 
it  to  occupy,  by  soldering  this  piece  of  plate  on  the  side  of  the  spring 
coming  in  contact  with  the  crown,  it  reinforces  the  crown  at  this 
point.  This  enables  it  to  resist  the  force  brought  to  bear  on  it  in 
mastication.  You  now  take  the  next  size,  slip  over  it,  filing  to  the 
same  width  and  length,  lay  this  on  a  piece  of  plate,  as  at  11  G,  and 
springing  the  ends  slightly  together  with  pliers,  and  holding  in  this 
position  with  them,  as  No.  11  shows,  solder  on  the  outside,  pre- 
viotisly  placing  inside  some  whiting  dissolved  in  alcohol,  to  prevent 
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any  possibility  of  the  solder  flowing  inside,  and  spoiling  the  perfect 
fit  of  this  box  for  the  spring.  Now  remove  your  crown  from  the 
model,  which  is  easily  done  on  account  of  the  wax  having  been 
melted,  now  force  the  box  over  the  spring  stud.  It  will  probably 
go  over  very  hard  and  stiff,  sometimes  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  a 
pair  of  pliers  to  force  it  on  and  remove  it,  but  after  doing  this  two 
or  three  times,  it  is  put  on  and  taken  off  more  easily.  But  the  per- 
fect adaptation  which  you  get  in  that  way  is  essential  to  perfect 
work.  Plate  G  shows  a  model  with  gold  crown  at  one  end  with 
spring  soldered  to  it,  box  8,  ready  to  go  over  it  and  be  fitted  to  the 
saddle,  shown  in  position  on  the  model,  at  the  other  end,  stud  7, 
soldered  to  a  root  cap,  with  its  crown,  plate  6,  ready  to  slip  over 
it,  when  both  are  in  position  you  take  an  impression  as  before  with 
sump^  of  these  parts  on  the  model.  When  hard  remove  and  solder 
all  three  parts  together,  the  crown,  plate  6,  the  box,  8,  and  the 
saddle. 

Now  place  your  abutments  on  their  respective  teeth  or  roots,  put 
your  saddle  with  its  abutments,  Nos.  6  and  8,  soldered  to  it,  in  posi- 
tion, take  a  bite,  and  your  impression,  make  a  model  of  plaster,  set 
up  on  an  articulator,  and  proceed  to  finish  the  work  in  any  way 
you  like.  . 

At  10  is  shown  a  model  with  abutments  setting  at  an  angle,  the 
springs  soldered  on  parallel,  and  the  space  between  the  spring  and 
cap  filled  in  with  plate,  and  solder  making  a  very  solid  attachment. 

In  making  this  attachment,  remember  that  the  spring  is  alto- 
gether in  compressing  the  outer  edge,  or  larger  diameter  of  the 
U-shaped  wedge  spring,  the  box  must  be  made  in  such  a  way  as 
to  compress  its  sides  when  it  goes  over  and  be  rigid. 

My  claims  for  this  system  are,  the  ability  to  restore  the  contour 
of  the  soft  tissues  and  give  harmonious  expression  to  the  face; 
ability  to  avoid  the  display  6f  gold,  and  to  make  with  porcelain  the 
most  artistic  and  lifelike  denture  known. 

Second,  even  in  the  cheapest  work,  vulcanite,  give  your  patrons 
something  much  more  artistic,  something  held  firmly  in  place,  but 
removable  by  the  patient  for  cleansing,  and  the  occasional  rest  which 
the  abutments  need  to  restore  to  normal  tone  the  over-strained  sur- 
rounding tissues.  It  also  divides  the  strain  between  the  abutments 
and  the  edentulous  parts,  also  to  make  a  temporary  denture  which 
will  not  irritate  the  recently  lacerated  tissues,  and  can  be  replaced 
at  any  time  with  more  permanent  work,  without  changing  the  abut- 
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ments  or  attachments.  The  attachments  hold  with  more  tenacity  than 
is  necessary,  but  the  tension  can  be  made  greater  or  less  according  to 
the  strength  of  the  abutments. 

It  affords  opportunity  to  bridge  space  not  possible  by  any  other 
system,  and  attachments  can  always  be  tightened,  should  they  wear 
loose ;  the  spring  studs  by  slight  tap  on  the  end ;  the  U  springs  by 
spreading  a  little  with  a  pair  of  pliers. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  R.  i\I.  Sanger,  of  East  Orange,  N.  J.:  Mr.  President  and 
Gentlemen :  When  I  was  invited  to  discuss  this  subject,  I  was 
somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  just  what  to  say  about  something  which 
I  had  never  seen  or  even  read  about,  so  I  could  not  prepare  a 
formal  discussion.  Dr.  Griswold  very  kindly  demonstrated  to  me 
this  morning  the  apparatus  he  had  with  him,  and  I  will  give  you  the 
impressions  I  derived  from  that.  The  application  of  a  ladies' 
placket  fastener  to  a  dental  bridge  is,  to  say  the  least,  novel.  The 
apparatus  which  Dr.  Griswold  shows  gives  evidence  of  the  utmost 
nicety  in  mechanical  skill  and  adjustment.  It  has  this  feature  to 
recommend  it — that  much  of  the  difficult  work  of  making  a  smooth- 
working,  practical  adjustable  denture  is  done  for  you,  and  leaves  to 
the  operator  simply  the  task  of  the  intelligent  assembling  of  the 
parts  under  the  careful  guiding  of  very  carefully  prepared  instru- 
ments. The  little  device  he  has  invented,  which  he  calls  a  cen- 
tering device,  I  think  is  simple,  unique  and  complete.  It  seems 
to  answer  the  purpose  as  no  other  apparatus  that  I  have  ever  seen 
answers  it.  There  are  several  so-called  centering  devices — ^but  I 
have  never  seen  anything  which  seems  to  so  completely  and  exactly 
fill  the  bill  as  this  one.  In  regard  to  the  utility  of  the  work,  that 
is  a  matter  of  experience  entirely,  but  certainly  in  the  models  which 
he  shows,  the  strength  seems  to  be  there.  I  do  not  see,  although 
I  examined  carefully,  how  the  clumsiest  patient  could  get  it  very 
much  out  of  order.  The  work  is  strong.  He  has  succeeded  in 
discovering  some  combination  of  metals  which  will  stand  the  ex- 
treme heat  necessary  to  be  applied  in  soldering  with  the  platino- 
iridium  solder,  without  robbing  the  spring  or  metal  of  its  elasticity, 
that  being  the  first  essential,  of  course,  in  all  metals  which  depend 
upon  the  spring  for  the  attachment.  The  construction  gives  oppor- 
tunity for  making  an  adjustable  bridge,  no  matter  how  short  the 
bite  may  be.     You  all  know  that  where  the  holding  of  the  retain- 
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ers  is  reduced  to  a  minimum,  the  patient  who  has  been  so  careless  as 
to  need  a  bridge  on  account  of  the  loss  of  the  natural  teeth,  is 
not  going  to  be  very  careful  about  your  attachment,  consequently 
strength  is  as  essential  when  there  is  an  attachment  as  where  there 
are  teeth  in  the  mouth.  It  is  a  mechanical  appliance  which  appeals 
to  you  as  you  look  at  the  models,  and  says  more  at  a  moment's 
glance  than  an  hour's  talk  by  myself  would  be  able  to  do. 

The  Doctor  has  a  little  device  there,  which  he  did 
not  speak  of,  by  which,  after  he  has  made  the  saddle — struck  it  up 
and  adjusted  it  to  the  mouth — he  holds  the  saddle  to  the  gum  by 
the  biting  force  of  the  patient  closing  the  jaws  on  a  little  biting 
piece  which  extends  through  the  impression  tray.  He  gets  the 
saddle  into  position,  and  then  puts  the  biting  arrangement  through 
the  cup  and  allows  the  patient  to  bite  the  saddles  up  against  the 
gum,  so  that  they  set  snugly.  Having  them  adjusted  and  held  by 
copper  wire,  he  introduces  the  tray  into  the  mouth  with  these  little 
holders  in  position,  and  then  tells  the  patient  to  bite.  That  forces 
the  saddles  well  up  against  the  gum,  and  then  he  carries  his  tray 
up,  taking  the  plaster  impression  with  these  saddles  well  in  posi- 
tion. The  result  is  that  the  little  placket  holder  and  the  U-spring 
perform  the  office  of  holding  the  bridge  in  the  mouth  while  the 
saddle  rests  on  the  alveola  and  does  the  work  of  taking  the  strain 
of  mastication.  The  result  is  that  a  large  amount  of  strength  that 
is  required  by  the  retaining  attachments  in  any  of  the  ordinary 
adjustable  bridges  is  eliminated  under  this  system. 

Dr.  Ellison  Hillver,  of  Brooklyn :  This  is  something  entirely 
new.  Of  course,  in  college  work,  we  hear  a  great  deal  of  Dr. 
'Griswold,  in  one  way  or  another,  and  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  meet 
him.  This  is  so  new  we  have  not  had  much  experience  with  it, 
but  as  far  as  I  can  see,  it  has  a  most  admirable  basis.  I  would 
like  to  ask  Dr.  Griswold,  in  his  experience,  how  long  will  the  spring 
last  in  a  patient  who  is  on  the  average  careful  in  its  use. 

Dr.  Griswold  :  One  case  I  had  here,  which  I  presented  to  your 
notice,  has  been  taken  off  and  replaced  over  2,600  times.  That  is 
a  pretty  good  indication  in  itself  of  the  stability  of  it.  I  have  a 
good  many  cases  in  the  mouth,  but  they  have  not  been  in  long 
enough  to  state  exactly.  None  has  been  in  more  than  six  months. 
I  have  work  in  the  mouth  that  has  been  in  place  six  years,  made 
on  the  same  principle,  but,  as  I  stated  in  my  paper,  the  springs 
were  made  of  clasp  metal,  and  I  had  to  change  and  tighten  them. 
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They  were  subsequently  taken  out  and  replaced  with  this  metal.  I 
think  Dr.  Sanger  misunderstood  me  in  one  thing.  He  mentioned 
that  this  metal  would  stand  great  heat.  I  have  fused  pure  gold  on 
it,  and  also  Ash  and  Sons'  body  without  losing  its  elasticity,  but 
I  would  not  recommend  greater  heat  than  would  fuse  22  solder. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Rhein,  of  New  York:  What  is  the  composition  of 
this  metal? 

Dr.  Griswold  :  That  I  keep  secret ;  it  is  the  only  control  I  have 
over  it.  If  our  present  expectations  keep  true,  it  has  an  application 
way  outside  of  dentistry.  If  I  could  produce  a  heat  which  would 
bring  platinimi  to  the  boiling  point,  I  think  it  would  have  the  dense- 
ness  and  hardness  of  steel,  and  you  may  imagine  what  a  range  of 
usefulness  that  would  have. 

Dr.  Hillyer:  If  this  is  a  secret  preparation,  is  it  to  be  within 
our  reach? 

Dr.  Griswold:     Not  the  metal  itself. 

Dr.  Hillyer:     Then  what  substitute  would  we  have? 

Dr.  Griswold:  I  furnish  the  springs.  They  are  all  made  in 
dies.  For  each  spring  it  takes  from  four  to  six  dies  to  produce  it 
in  the  shape  you  see  here.  I  simply  sell  the  outfit  to  you.  Here 
are  the  tools  and  appliances  to  go  with  the  outfit. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Deane,  of  New  York :  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Gris- 
wold whether  this  spring  extends  into  the  root,  or  is  merely  sold- 
ered. Also,  whether  he  reinforces  the  crown  at  the  point  where 
he  attaches  that  spring?    That  I  should  think  ought  to  be  double. 

Dr.  Griswold:  You  could  make  that  as  heavy  as  you  want  it, 
but  there  is  no  necessity  for  making  it  of  any  greater  d^ree  of 
strength  than  the  crown  itself.     It  is  as  solid  as  you  need. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Hatch,  of  New  York:  These  little  gibs,  if  they  were 
filled  up  and  made  solid  for  purposes  of  cleanliness,  would  it  inter- 
fere with  the  working  of  the  spring? 

Dr.  Griswold  :  There  would  be  no  spring  to  it  then.  The  spring 
is  entirely  in  that  little  crown. 

Dr.  Hatch  :  After  constructing  such  an  apparatus  as  that,  that 
has  four  crowns,  two  with  the  glove-button  attachment  and  the  two 
others,  do  you  put  them  on  to  this  piece  and  cement  altogether,  or 
each  separately? 

Dr.  Griswold:  I  put  each  piece  in  in  the  position  I  want  it  to 
occupy,  and  then  in  cementing  them  in  the  mouth,  I  put  them  on 
one  at  a  time.     They  would  be  held  there  by  the  spring.     Each 
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must  get  thoroughly  hard,  or  the  removal  of  the  denture  would 
remove  the  tooth  from  the  head,  or  the  cap  from  the  root. 

I  did  not  call  your  attention  to  that»  because  this 
illustrated  pamphlet  is  being  sent  to  every  dentist.  This  represents 
the  part  that  is  adjustable,  one  part  going  into  the  other.  I  use 
it  to  bring  individual  pressure— the  same  pressure  that  that  patient 
will  subsequently  make  on  the  saddle  in  position.  I  divide  the  strain 
between  the  abutments  and  the  soft  tissue,  so  that  this  little  device 
does  not  require  much  more  strength  than  is  necessary  to  hold  the 
denture  in  place.  I  have  a  full  case  extending  over  fourteen  teeth, 
that  is  held  in  place  by  those  spring  studs  on  the  left  side,  and  two 
bicuspids  on  the  right  side.  The  second  bicuspid  on  the  right  side 
is  very  weak,  but  I  soldered  all  three  caps  together  so  as. to  increase 
the  strength.  That  has  been  in  use  for  several  months.  Professor 
Hunt,  of  the  Omaha  Dental  School,  was  interested  in  this  work, 
and  came  out  to  spend  four  days  with  me.  I  called  in  quite  a  num- 
ber of  cases,  that  he  might  examine  them,  and  this  case  which  I 
speak  of,  Xhc  gentleman  had  not  removed  it  for  several  weeks.  I 
took  it  out  as  he  wanted  to  examine  the  condition  under  the  partial 
denture.  He  was  very  well  satisfied  of  the  stability  of  the  work  and 
the  condition  of  the  patient.  All  the  criticism  he  offered  was  demon- 
strated to  be  entirely  wrong.  We  have  no  cases  in  the  East,  except 
Dr.  Stanton,  of  New  York,  has  an  outfit,  and  he  told  me  he  placed 
one  case  in  position  that  was  giving  very  good  satisfaction  for  the 
time  it  was  in — a  case  where  I  should  hardly  feel  justified  in  using 
it,  because  he  has  but  three  teeth  in  the  upper  jaw — a  cuspid,  lateral 
and  central,  and  he  placed  U-springs  on  the  central  and  cuspid ;  yet 
the  patient  masticates  on  it  with  perfect  comfort. 

Dr.  Stanton  :  I  found  it  very  easy  to  assemble  the  parts ;  by 
using  the  soldering  gig,  I  was  readily  able  to  do  it.  The  case  went 
in  without  any  trouble,  the  superior  central  and  cuspid  being  the 
only  teeth  in  the  upper  jaw.  The  patient  was  unable  to  wear  rubber 
plates  or  other  plates,  being  unable  to  hold  them  up.  As  far  as  I 
know,  the  patient  is  getting  along  very  well  with  it. 

Dr.  Colgrove:  Do  the  alveolar  borders  shrink  or  become 
absorbed  ? 

Dr.  Grisvvold:  The  denture  coming  in*  contact  with  the  soft 
tissues,  there  is  possibility  of  absorption ;  but  I  claim  for  absorption 
it  is  due  to  intimate  contact  or  pressure.  I  have  demonstrated  that 
in  this  way :    I  had  one  patient  who,  on  the  left  side  is  wearing  one 
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of  these  removable  bridges  for  six  years.  On  the  other  side  is  a 
permanent  bridge,  made  by  myself,  cemented  in  place,  with  a  saddle. 
I  watclied  that  very  carefully,  and  there  has  been  no  absorption  on 
either  side;  but  of  course,  where  absorption  did  take  place,  you 
have  this  advantage — all  you  have  to  do  is  to  take  off  the  denture, 
remove  the  teeth,  put  your  crown  caps  or  boxes  in  place,  take  a  new 
impression  and  set  up  the  teeth  again,  which  you  would  have  to  do 
anyhow.  It  has  this  other  advantage — that  in  cases  where  you  want 
to  put  in  a  temporary  denture,  you  can  make  the  abutments  the 
same  as  for  a  permanent  denture,  and  let  the  patient  wear  it.  When 
you  want  to  put  in  a  more  permanent  or  more  expensive  one,  you 
can  take  it  off  and  use  the  same  abutments. 
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Dentistry  in  State  Institutions. 


By  FREDERICK  W.  PROSEUS,  D.  D.  S.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  a  paper  on  this  subject  be- 
fore the  New  York  State  Dental  Society,  and,  should  its  objects 
meet  with  the  endorsement  of  my  co-laborers,  the  essayist  will  indeed 
feel  well  repaid  for  the  effort  to  bring  to  your  attention  certain  facts 
and  conclusions  arrived  at  in  this  line  of  work. 

While  my  experience  in  state  institutional  work  covers  only  a 
period  of  about  twenty  months,  I  feel  certain  that  it  is  sufficient  to 
enable  me  to  judge  well  of  its  requirements  and  possibilities. 

While  the  monthly  pay-roll  may  be  of  great  importance  and  per- 
sonal interest  to  one  so  employed,  it  should  be  subordinate,  first  to 
the  equivalent  good  rendered,  and  second,  to  the  profession  so  rep- 
resented. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  make  comparisons  or  give  reports  of  this 
work  in  different  institutions  in  the  state,  for  the  reason  that  such 
reports  are  not  sufficient  to  be  found.  Very  valuable  statistics  could 
be  gathered  from  records  carefully  made  in  such  work.  Supt.  F.  H. 
Briggs  has  offered  to  have  printed  for  his  school,  a  form  for  the 
purpose.  I  have  not  undertaken  to  keep  such  a  record,  as  the  time 
required  would  hinder  more  important  work.  From  information 
gathered,  I  believe  the  dentistry,  practiced  generally  until  very  recent 
years  in  all  of  our  state  institutions,  has  been  but  a  slight  improve- 
ment over  that  of  the  time  of  Ambroise  Pare. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  give  my  experience  at  the  State 
Industrial  School  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  as  I  find  the  work  there. 
This  school  is  conducted  under  military  discipline  and  has  a  well- 
equipped  hospital  and  resident  physician.  A  department  for  girls, 
numbering  at  present  about  125,  from  12  to  20  years  of  age;  a 
primary  department  for  small  boys,  numbering  about  225,  from 
10  to  16  years  of  age;  a  department  for  large  boys,  numbering^about 


Digitized  by 


Google 


no  TRANSACTIONS   OF  THE    DENTAL   SOCIETY 

450,  in  age  from  14  to  21.  This  latter  department  is  divided  into 
three  divisions. 

A  dentist  has  been  employed  at  this  school  for  about  ten  years. 
I  am  informed  that  when  the  first  effort  was  made  to  secure  dental 
services  much  opposition  and  many  objections  were  raised. 

In  taking  the  position,  I  found  my  predecessor  of  five  years  had 
done  the  most  beautiful  work,  but  there  was  utter  lack  of  system  and 
detail  in  taking  into  account  the  work  as  a  whole. 

An  examination  of  the  girl's  and  primary  departments  was  made 
each  year.  Those  in  bad  condition  were  marked  in  class  i ;  those 
needing  ordinary  work  in  class  2;  class  3  consisted  of  those  with 
teeth  to  be  cleaned  and  having  minor  defects.  In  October,  nine 
months  after  his  examination,  I  found,  on  entering  the  work,  he 
had  not  yet  finished  all  those  marked  in  the  first  class,  while  those 
entering  the  school  had  been  entirely  neglected,  unless  complaining 
of  toothache.  An  idea  struck  me  to  take  the  new  comers  as  they 
arrived  in  the  girl's  department,  regardless  of  the  lists.  So,  in 
March,  six  months  later,  I  found  this  department  completed  except 
twelve.  A  new  examination  was  made  of  the  whole  girl's  department, 
which  included  all  that  needed  removal  of  small  amounts  of  tartar, 
green  stain  and  diseased  gums.  This  last  was  completed  in  Septem- 
ber and  the  new  arrivals  were  being  cared  for.  A  new  examination 
was  again  made  for  my  own  satisfaction,  and  it  was  completed  three 
months  later.    The  department  was  now  in  almost  perfect  ccMidition. 

During  this  time  I  had  reasons  to  believe  the  primary  department 
of  boys  could  be  put  in  perfect  condition,  so  an  examination  of  the 
entire  department  was  made.  Those  with  abscessed  teeth,  exposed 
pulps,  bad  cases  of  pyorrhea,  excessive  tartar,  supernumerary  teeth, 
large  anterior  cavities  and  irregularities,  were  marked  for  immediate 
attention.  Those  with  ordinary  decay,  etc.,  were  marked  with  a  cross 
after  their  name,  meaning — needs  attention.  Those  without  decay, 
green  stain  or  small  amounts  of  tartar  and  slight  inflammations  of 
the  gums  were  not  listed. 

I  began  working  for  those  who  needed  immediate  attention,  and 
nine  months  later  had  the  satisfaction  of  completing  the  lists,  be- 
sides caring  thoroughly  for  the  new  arrivals.  In  March  of  this 
year  I  made  another  examination  of  the  entire  primary  department 
for  dirty  mouths,  and  found  forty-seven  needing  teeth  cleaned  and 
but  four  with  filthv  mouths. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   THE   STATE   OF   NEW   YORK       ,  III 

The  larger  boys  in  the  three  divisions,  consisting  of  about  450, 
aged  from  14  to  21,  were  allowed  to  call  upon  the  dentist  for  relief 
from  pain,  fillings,  etc.,  at  their  own  wish;  consequently  this  work 
was  kept  well  in  hand  by  giving  one-half  day  per  week  to  this 
department.  I  should  mention  here  that  the  time  given  is  one  and 
one-half  days  each  week  to  the  whole  school  and  one-half  day  to  each 
department. 

In  September  I  concluded  to  try  taking  the  new  arrivals  of  di- 
vision boys,  to  see  what  results  could  be  accomplished.  I  soon  found 
it  impossible  to  keep  the  new  work  caught  up  with  those  also  needing 
relief  reporting  at  sick  call.  Yet,  during  the  whole  fall  I  was  able 
to  give  nearly  half  the  time  to  them  which  was  formerly  given  to 
the  girls  and  primary  boys.  I  then  tried  keeping  up  the  new  ones 
and  leaving  out  those  returned  from  parole.  It  was  found  impos- 
sible to  give  them  the  necessary  care,  and  then  I  resorted,  for  sani- 
tary reasons,  to  the  removal  of  all  abscessed  and  badly  diseased 
teeth  from  the  new  arrivals,  but  have  found  it  simply  impossible  to 
keep  the  work  up  to  my  satisfaction.  Of  course,  the  perfection  of 
the  zvhole  is  the  only  ideal,  which  it  is  impossible  to  realize  under 
existing  circumstances  and  conditions.  But  there  are  many  reasons, 
it  seems  to  me,  why  this  should  be  the  only  standard  for  dentistry  in 
an  institution  for  the  young.  From  a  sanitary  point,  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance ;  as  a  moral  influence,  for  expression  and  articu- 
lation; and  also  as  one  of  the  things  sure  to  be  of  benefit  in  after 
years,  and  to  be  appreciated  long  after  other  things  there  received  are 
but  a  memory. 

The  average  number  of  inmates  for  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1900,  were  830.  In  March,  1900,  the  number  was  844.  There 
were  received  in  1900,  including  new  and  returned,  521.  Making 
comparisons  from  an  editorial  in  the  April  number  of  the  Interna- 
tional Dental  Journal,  the  new  arrivals  would  be  greater  than  the 
actual  clientele  of  a  dentist  in  full  practice.  Of  course,  the  work 
done  in  an  institution  is  more  simple  and  requires  much  less  time  to 
complete  an  operation,  but,  unless  the  dentist  is  quick  and  watchful 
of  all  advantages,  he  will  be  a  very  busy  man,  especially  while  the 
old  work  is  being  put  in  shape. 

In  the  year  1900  the  following  work  was  done : 

906  teeth  filled. 

241  teeth  treated. 

416  teeth  extracted. 
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1 60  being  temporary. 
269  roots  extracted. 

55  sets  of  teeth  cleaned. 

56  removed  tartar. 
40  gums  treated. 
93  roots  filled. 

15  abscesses  treated. 
9  roots  treated. 
This  represents  2,160  operations  and  984  visits. 
From  the  manner  of  keeping  records,  the  number  of  individuals 
treated  cannot  be  easily  given,  as  there  is  not  sufficient  time  to  allow 
the  dentist  to  record  everything  done.    A  list  of  the  primary  depart- 
ment from  April,    1900,  to  April,   1901,  will  give  some  idea  of, 
the  rate  of  entrance  and  the  number  needing  attention,  arriving  in 
the  department: 

April 9 

May 8 

June 6 

July 8 

August 19 

September 10 

October     14 

November     12 

December   i 

January 21 

February     8 

March   13 

Total  for  year. 139 

Of  this  number  twenty-one  were  found  needing  no  attention  ex- 
cept instructions  in  caring  for  the  teeth. 

The  number  of  visits  required  to  complete  these,  was  one  hundred 
and  ninety-six,  the  majority  being  finished  at  one  visit,  while  a  few 
required  from  three  to  fourteen  visits.  It  would  be  erroneous  to 
compare  these  results  with  the  larger  or  division  boys  for  the  reason 
of  age.  Among  them  I  find  many  with  good  teeth  and  clean  mouths, 
some  with  one  or  two  simple  cavities,  an  unshed,  deciduous  tooth,  a 
dead  pulp  in  an  anterior  tooth,  an  irregularity  which  can  be  corrected 
by  simply  extracting  one  or  two  teeth,  or  a  supernumerary,  while 
others  may  present  a  most  deplorable  condition  caused  by  tartar, 
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pyorrhea,  decay,  exposed  pulps,  and  from  one  to  six  abscessed  teeth, 
discharging  through  fistulous  openings. 

It  is  this  class  which  appeals  to  me  as  the  one  sad  and  hopeless 
feature  under  present  conditions.  For  the  sake  of  humanity  it  should 
not  be ;  and  for  the  influence  on  the  character  and  morals  of  the  in- 
dividual, which  eventually  affect  the  morals  of  the  State,  it  should 
not  be;  and  we,  as  dentists,  should  call  attention  to  this  one  fact, 
above  all  for  sanitary  reasons.  It  is  a  blot  on  the  dental  and  medical 
professions  of  the  twentieth  century  which  must  be  wiped  out,  and 
I  trust  the  New  York  State  Dental  Society  will  be  first  in  action  to 
hasten  the  inevitable  advance.  What  would  the  medical  profession 
think  of  a  surgeon  in  a  State  Institution  throwing  his  pus  dressings 
into  every  nook  and  comer  about  the  whole  institution  ?  Yet  a  con- 
dition as  bad,  I  believe,  is  allowed  to  be  practiced  in  all  of  them. 
Inmates,  with  great  deposits  of  tartar,  pyorrhea,  and  abscessed  teeth, 
expectorate  in  every  convenient  place.  Why  not  allow  a  patient  with 
an  abscess  on  the  body  to  squeeze  the  pus  on  the  grounds,  or  about 
the  wards,  as  to  allow  one  with  a  large  alveolar  abscess  formed,  to 
discharge  its  contents  nearly  everywhere  ?  I  believe  the  patient  with 
a  large  alveolar  abscess  should  be  isolated  until  pus  discharge  has 
practically  stopped. 

To  bring  about  the  best  results,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  den- 
tist give  his  whole  time  to  the  work.  Institutions  that  are  small  and 
not  sufficient  to  constantly  employ  a  dentist,  can  receive  part  of  the 
time,  and  the  dentist  furnished  by  the  State  can  be  kept  busy  in  two 
or  three  different  institutions.  The  fallacies  of  procuring  the  ser- 
vices of  a  dentist  in  outside  practice  are  many,  the  major  one  being, — 
should  he  be  anything  but  a  professional  failure — his  best  ambitions 
are  wrapt  up  in  his  outside  patients  and  not  in  the  institution. 
Some  may  say  the  field  is  not  broad  enough  for  ambitious  young 
men  to  accept  such  positions.    This  would  not  be  true. 

Summing  up  that  which  is  necessary  for  the  best  results  in  this 
work,  I  believe  that  one  or  more  dentists  should  be  represented  on 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  all  institutions  where  dental  services  are 
required  to  assure  the  carrying  out  of  oral  hygiene  and  sanitation. 

The  dentist's  salary  should  be  sufficient  to  induce  good  men  to 
apply.  The  other  expenses  would  be  increased  very  little  for  the 
material. 

The  equipment  necessary  for  rapid  work  and  best  results  should 
include  a  modem  dental  electric  engine,  wall  bracket  and  table,  and 
saliva  ejector. 
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Acknowledge  of  the  following  operations  would  be  necessary: 
Regulating,  treating  pyorrhea,  cleaning  teeth,  setting  Logan,  plate 
teeth  crowns  and  white  metal  caps,  pressure  anaesthesia  for  imme- 
diate pulp  removal  and  immediate  root  filling,  extraction,  filling 
with  amalgam,  gutta-percha  and  cement. 

Though  one  would  lose  practice  in  gold  filling,  this  is  more 
than  compensated  for  by  the  great  number  of  regulating,  implanta- 
tion and  replantation  cases  presented;  probably  more  than  the 
majority  of  us  receive  during  our  whole  professional  career. 

Tlie  number  of  inmates  in  New  York  State  institutions  under 
the  control  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1899,  were: 

Number  in  institutions 63,595 

Number  received  during  year 137,062 

Total  supported 200,657 

Total  supported,  public  fund 133,169 

Total  supported,  private  fund 67,488 

Taking  the  total  of  137,062,  the  number  received  during  the  year, 
we  have  a  number  approximating  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States. 

While  the  sympathies  and  efforts  of  our  profession  have  gone 
out  to  the  soldiers  in  our  armies,  how  much  more  we  should  try  to 
secure  benefit  for  these  .poor,  unfortunate  people  cut  off  from 
society,  and  the  great  majority  of  them  prevented  from  having 
dental  services  should  they  so  desire. 

The  time  of  ignorance,  prejudice  and  lack  of  appreciation  for 
our  profession  will  certainly  draw  to  a  close  while  the  20th  century 
is  still  young.  A  few  more  generations  of  advanced  standing,  of 
college  requirements  and  graduation,  and  the  dentist  will  not  be 
obliged  to  beg  recognition  as  a  professional  man,  but  his  ability, 
education  and  character  will  demand  it. 

I  believe  the  time  is  now,  when  our  profession  should  take  an 
active  interest  in  all  State  institutions  where  dental  services  are 
required.  Not  from  a  selfish  motive,  but  for  the  relief  of  suffering, 
moral  good,  and  professional  recognition  in  the  State  politic. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  F.  LeGrand  Ames,  Albany,  N.  Y. :  I  consider  this  society 
most  fortunate  in  having  this  subject  brought  before  it,  and  the  great 
need,  on  humanitarian  lines,  so  ably  presented. 
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The  needs  of  dental  service  as  presented  by  the  Essayist,  from 
personal  experience  and  observation,  reduce  the  argument  to  an  un- 
disputable  fact. 

Our  state  institutions  have  been  overlooked  by  the  profession  in 
general,  and  by  this  society  in  particular,  and  I  heartily  endorse  the 
Essayist  in  urging  this  society  to  take  this  matter  in  hand,  and 
not  rest  from  its  labors  until  every  charitable  and  penal  institution 
is  provided  with  a  capable,  conscientious  representative  of  the  dental 
profession  upon  its  board  of  managers  or  staff  officers. 

I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  cry  of  greed  might  be  raised, 
and  that  a  vast  amount  of  hard  work  will  have  to  be  done  by  some- 
one to  establish  a  convincing  fact,  that  it  was  not  a  job  or  position 
that  was  being  sought,  but  a  desire  to  be  helpful  to  unfortunate 
mankind  for  public  health  and  moral  good. 

The  Essayist  has  well  said  that  the  inmates  of  an  institution 
that  conserves  to  their  health  and  moral  good  through  sanitation  and 
oral  hygiene  will  create  a  more  enduring  benefit  when  other  things 
have  ceased  to  be  a  memory. 

The  Essayist  has  presented  some  figures  that  are  quite  startling 
to  any  one  that  has  not  given  this  subject  any  thought,  by  opening 
to  our  view  the  extent  of  the  field  for  this  opportunity,  and  yet  he 
has  but  only  touched  upon  the  facts  of  the  true  conditions.  He 
has  shown  that  the  number  of  inmates  in  the  state  institutions 
under  the  control  of  the  State  Board  of  Charity  exceed  200,000, 
and  that  133,169  are  supported  at  public  expense,  while  67,488 
were  sustained  at  private  expense,  a  total  number  approximating 
the  entire  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States. 

How  many  of  us  have  given  a  thought  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
state's  charities,  or  the  enormous  expense  to  tare  for  these  poor 
imf ortunates  ?  There  are  117  institutions  of  charity  that  report  to 
the  state  board,  out  of  that  number  thirteen  are  sustained  entirely 
by  the  state,  at  an  annual  expense,  according  to  the  comptroller's 
report  for  1899,  of  $i»i59>29i.35  for  general  sustenance,  but,  mark 
you,  sanitation  and  oral  hygiene  were  not  included. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  a  few  of  these  institutions,  to  show 
the  diversified  lines  of  these  charities:  Western  House  of  Refuge 
for  Women,  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Soldiers  and  Sailors' 
Home,  Craige  Colony  for  Epileptics,  State  Reformatory,  House  of 
Refuge  for  Women,  Women's  Relief  Corps  Home,  Society  for  the 
Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  State  Industrial  School,  Rome 
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State  Custodial  Asylum,  State  Institution  for  Feeble  Minded 
Children,  Thomas  Asylum  for  Orphan  and  Destitute  Indian 
Children. 

I  am  unable  to  trace  any  state  recognition  of  dental  service  for 
any  of  these  institutions,  other  than  the  appointment,  on  July  i, 
1894,  for  the  Industrial  School  at  Rochester,  of  Lewis  Gilbert, 
"dentist,"  at  an  annual  compensation  of  $600,  and  there  is  no  record 
or  report  of  service  or  results. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  aware  that  I  must  cut  this  discussion 
short,  although  it  could  be  prolonged  indefinitely.  But  I  desire 
to  present  for  your  consideration  another  part  of  the  field  not 
touched  upon  by  the  Essayist,  and  that  is  the  penal  institutions.  I 
shall  present  a  few  facts  which  I  trust  will  impress  and  interest 
you. 

There  are  in  the  state  the  following  penal  institutions  under 
the  control  of  the  State  Commission  pf  Prisons :  Sing  Sing  Prison, 
Qinton  Prison  at  Dannemora,  Auburn  Prison,  Elmira  Reformatory, 
Eastern  Reformatory  at  Napanock,  Albany  County  Penitentiary, 
Onondaga,  Monroe,  Kings  and  New  York  Penitentiaries,  with  a 
population  of  about  10,000. 

As  to  the  conditions  of  existing  practice  in  the  various  institu- 
tions they  may  best  be  understood  by  giving  extracts  of  some  corre- 
spondence: As  to  the  Elmira  Reformatory,  with  its  population  of 
1,400,  whose  average  ag6  is  22  years,  average  terms  i  year  and 
10  months,  this  institution  presents  a  condition  where  a  great 
amount  of  good  might  be  accomplished. 

To  quote  from  the  superintendent :  "A  visiting  dentist  comes  as 
often  as  may  be  necessary,  but  visits  at  least  once  every  two  weeks. 
I  believe  our  institutions  should  be  allowed  sufficient  funds  to 
pay  for  the  services  of  a  competent  dental  surgeon,  especially  in  an 
institution  of  this  character." 

As  to  penitentiaries,  the  Albany  County  Penitentiary  has  at 
present  266  male  and  9  female  inmates,  average  age  about  35  years, 
short  term  prisoners.  The  dentistry  is  performed  by  the  prison 
physician,  except  where  a  prisoner  has  the  means  to  pay  for  a  dentist 
to  visit  him,  which  is  allowed,  but  which  seldom  happens. 

Erie  County  Penitentiary  has  a  population  of  450  males  and 
60  females,  terms  from  10  days  to  i  year.  To  quote  from  the 
superintendent :  "We  carry  a  good  assortment  of  extracting  instru- 
ments.   The  need  of  a  dental  surgeon  would  seem  to  be  very  slight. 
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The  great  majority  never  make  use  of  the  dentist  beyond  having 
aching  teeth  extracted.  If  a  fairly  sound  tooth  is  giving  trouble,  we 
can  usually  relieve  them  until  their  term  is  up,  and  they  can  get 
the  needful  filling  outside.  The  long-term  prisoners  are  usually 
of  a  little  superior  class;  their  teeth  are  in  better  condition,  they 
giving  them  some  attention  with  use  of  brush,  etc.  We  venture 
the  opinion  that  very  few  prisoners  would  avail  themselves  of  the 
services  of  a  dentist  if  he  were  accessible,  except  for  extraction. 
The  great  majority  take  absolutely  no  care  of  their  teeth  through 
their  own  efforts  or  those  of  the  dentist."  I  assume  that  the  condi- 
tions in  these  two  penitentiaries  are  a  fair  type  of  all  the  others. 

Aub^im  prison  contains  1,175  niales  and  115  females,  average  age 
27  years,  average  term  4  years;  none  are  received  under  16  years  of 
age.  To  quote  the  superintendent :  "I  would  heartily  endorse  a 
plan  to  provide  the  prisons  with  a  permanent  dentist.  The  necessity 
in  this  line  approaches  to  a  considerable  degree  that  of  a  physician. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  no  funds  available  to  pay  the  services 
of  a  dentist,  and  only  those  prisoners  who  have  money  can  employ 
one."    Truly  a  deplorable  condition. 

Sing  Sing  prison  has  a  population  of  1,300,  all  males,  average 
age  31  years  8  months,  average  term  five  and  one-half  years.  The 
superintendent  says:  "At  present  we  have  to  depend  upon  the 
prison  physician  to  extract  teeth  when  necessary,  but  the  inmates 
are  permitted  to  employ  a  dentist  from  the  outside  to  fill  their  teeth, 
etc.,  if  they  so  desire.  Recently  I  have  taken  the  matter  up  with 
the  superintendent  of  prisons,  of  employing  a  dentist,  who  will 
regularly  visit  the  different  prisons  of  the  state  and  look  after  the 
teeth  of  the  inmates,  and  I  think  this  plan  will  soon  be  adopted.  I 
am  very  much  in  favor  of  such  a  plan."  Please  bear  in  mind  the 
prospective  plan  and  the  warden's  opinion. 

Clinton  prison  contains  1,027  prisoners,  all  males.  The  same 
condition  and  opportunities  are  available  as  in  Sing  Sing — dentists 
visit  the  prison  at  stated  intervals  and  convicts  are  allowed  to  use 
their  deposits  or  earnings  for  what  dental  work  they  may  require. 
State  Superintendent  C.  V.  Collins  uses  the  following  language  in 
his  report  to  the  Legislature:  "Too  many  convicts  suffer  from 
physical  disabilities,  that  hinder  their  progress,  which  are  in  many 
cases  the  results  of  their  practices  and  neglect  of  proper  habits. 
It  is  not  disease  so  much  as  debility  or  impairment  of  faculties. 
Defective  vision,  bad  teeth  and  similar  defects  handicap  such  men, 
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though  they  may  seek  to  do  their  best  The  superintendent  is  of 
opinion  that  the  services  of  an  oculist  and  dentist  in  the  state 
pKson  would  be  more  effective  to  attain  the  end  >vhich  he  herein 
places  first  in  prison  education,  whose  true  aim  is  to  make  men 
rather  than  scholars."  The  warden  heartily  agrees  with  the  fore- 
going statement. 

In  the  face  of  all  that  has  been  presented,  can  any  one  say  that 
the  field  is  not  broad  enough  for  any  ambitious,  progressive  young 
man? 

Gentlemen,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  field  is  ripe  and  that  the 
time  is  ripe  in  this,  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century,  when  the 
dental  profession  must  go  arm  in  arm  with  the  medical  profession 
in  all  fields  for  sanitation  and  moral  good. 
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Laws  Regulating  the  Practice  of  Dentistry 
and  Their  Enforcement. 


By  W.  a.  PURRINGTON,  LL.  D.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Thirty-three  years  ago  the  New  York  legislature  enacted  Chapter 
152  of  the  Laws  of  1868  "to  incorporate  dental  societies  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  and  regulating  the  practice  of  dentistry  in 
this  state."  That  statute,  the  charter  of  this  society  and  the  district 
societies,  created  from  their  membership  a  state  board  of  censors 
authorized  to  examine  dentists  in  regular  practice  at  the  date  of 
the  passage  of  the  act,  persons  who  had  received  diplomas  from 
dental  colleges  of  the  state  and  those  who  had  studied  and  practiced 
four  years  with  accredited  dentists.  The  society  was  empowered  to 
grant  its  diploma  to  those  recommended  by  the  board,  but  no  one 
was  compelled  to  submit  to  examination  and  the  diploma,  since  it 
conferred  neither  license  nor  title,  had  no  particular  value. 

This  act,  while  it  enabled  dental  societies  to  incorporate,  failed 
to  regulate  the  practice  of  dentistry  and  confine  it  to  licentiates. 

Two  years  later  Chapter  331  of  the  Laws  of  1870  authorized 
the  society  to  grant  the  degree  of  Master  of  Dental  Surgery,  con- 
ferment of  which  by  any  other  body  was  forbidden,  and  made  it  a 
misdemeanor  for  any  one  falsely  to  pretend  that  he  held  the  cer- 
tificate of  license  or  diploma  of  any  dental  society  of  the  state  or  any 
incorporated  dental  college — thus  adding  value  to  the  society's 
diploma,  but  assuming,  what  was  not  a  fact,  that  license  was 
required  of  dental  practitioners,  whereas  in  truth  the  practice  was 
free  to  all. 

Here  the  law  rested  until  1879,  when,  by  Chapter  540  of  that 
year,  license  was  for  the  first  time  required  of  dental  practitioners. 
Those  already  engaged  in  the  practice  on  or  before  July  ist  of  that 
year  were  allowed  to  continue  in  it ;  but  every  one  else  was  forbidden 
to  embark  therein  without  a  diploma  or  certificate  either  from  the 
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society  or  from  the  faculty  of  a  dental  or  medical  college  recognized 
by  the  society  as  reputable.  Unlicensed  practice  was  made  a  mis- 
demeanor punishable  by  fine  of  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than 
$200,  and  all  practitioners  within  the  state  were  required  to  register 
within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  the  act.  No  penalty,  however, 
was  provided  for  failure  to  register  nor  was  registration  required  of 
any  but  those  already  in  practice — the  future  being  thus  inadvert- 
ently unprovided  for.  But  by  Chapter  376  of  the  Laws  of  1881, 
extending  the  time  for  registration  to  sixty  days  from  the  date  of 
its  passage,  that  formality  was  required  of  all  persons  thereafter 
licensed. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  system  of  licensing  dentists  in  this 
state  was  thirteen  years,  from  1868  to  1881,  in  getting  a  start,  so  to 
speak.  Since  the  latter  year  the  law  has  been  amended  by  Chapters 
280  of  the  Laws  of  1888,  337  of  1889,  528  of  1892,  661  of  1893 
(whereby  the  dental  law  was  made  part  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
formulated  by  the  late  revisory  commission,  and,  to  some  extent, 
undoing  the  work  theretofore  accomplished),  262  of  1895,  297  of 
1896,  247  of  1897,  353  of  1898,  and,  finally,  by  Chapter  215  of  the 
Laws  of  1901. 

To  recite  in  detail  the  reasons  necessitating  these  frequent  amend- 
ments and  the  precise  changes  through  which  the  law  has  evolved 
into  its  present  and,  let  us  hope,  stable  condition  would  weary  you 
and  consume  my  whole  time  without  compensating  advantage.  But 
tho^  familiar  with  legislation  know  that  few  laws  can  be  framed  in 
the  first  instance  upon  ideal  lines ;  that  there  is  always  some  conflict 
of  views  among  those  interested,  but  not  always  full  knowledge 
of  existing  evils  or  the  best  way  to  remedy  them ;  that  no  matter  how 
carefully  a  bill  be  framed  it  is  more  than  likely  to  be  changed  in  its 
passage  through  the  legislature  either  by  open  concessions  to  oppo- 
nents, by  secret  devices,  or  even  by  changes  of  phrase  that  are  quite 
inexplicable;  thus,  for  example,  in  the  law  of  this  year  your  com- 
mittee's phrase,  *The  existing  division  of  the  State  Board  of  Dental 
Examiners  into  four  classes  and  their  terms  of  office  shall  continue," 
has  been  quite  unnecessarily  altered  to  read,  "The  existing  division 
of  the  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  shall  be  divided  into  four 
classes  and  their  terms  of  office  shall  continue,"  a  performance  in 
division  that  your  committee  was  not  guilty  of. 

One  must  remember,  moreover,  that  laws  of  this  kind  are  neces- 
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sarily  educational  and  become  perfected  by  a  gradual  evolution, 
carrying  public  opinion  along  with  them. 

It  is  sufficient  then  to  recite  the  salient  features  of  the  present 
law. 

( 1 )  The  statute  consolidates  the  separate  Ikws  specifically  affect- 
ing the  dental  profession,  those  relating  to  dental  societies  as  well 
as  those  regulating  practice. 

(2)  The  variable  and  unsatisfactory  standard  of  license,  a  college 
diploma,  is  done  away  with.  Every  license  now  must  issue  from  the 
regents  of  the  university  and  can  be  granted  only  to  one  who  has 
passed  the  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  after  receiving  a  high 
school  education,  or  its  equivalent,  and  a  diploma  from  a  dental 
school  or  a  medical  school,  the  course  in  which  latter  he  has  supple- 
mented by  a  two  years'  study  of  dentistry.  An  apparent  exception 
to  the  rule  is  made  with  reference  to  the  much-desired  state  inter- 
change of  license  and  in  analogy  with  the  regulations  of  admission  to 
the  bar.  It  empowers  the  regents,  upon  the  state  board's  recom- 
mendation, to  license  graduates  of  six  years'  practice  in  other  states 
and  licentiates  of  other  state  boards ;  but  this  exemption  is  apparent, 
as  already  said,  not  real,  for  the  board  can  only  recommend  those 
who  have  received  a  preliminary  and  professional  education  equiva- 
lent to  tliat  required  of  all  candidates  for  license.  The  exception, 
moreover,  is  much  less  liberal  than  that  made  in  favor  of  foreign 
attorneys  seeking  to  practice  at  our  bar,  who  are  admitted  without 
examination  upon  proof  of  three  years'  practice  in  the  highest  court 
of  another  state.  The  reason  of  these  rules  is  obvious ;  one  who  has 
been  engaged  for  several  years  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  after 
graduation  may  have  become  a  person  of  much  greater  attainment 
than  he  was  when  his  diploma  was  conferred  and  yet  find  it  difficult 
to  pass  examinations  upon  matters  that  were  at  his  fingers'  tips  when 
fresh  from  the  school.  It  may  well  be  doubted  if  any  of  us  could 
now  pass  successfully  our  freshman  papers.  What  the  law  aims  at 
is  the  admission  of  competent  men  to  and  the  exclusion  of  incom- 
petents from  the  profession.  If  a  system — which  possibly  may  be 
arrived  at  some  day — ^were  now  practicable,  whereunder  licentiates 
of  any  state  might  practice  in  every  other,  we  should  have  a  most 
fortunate  condition  of  affairs;  just  as  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
uniform  laws  regulating  medical  practice,  marriage,  divorce  and 
other  quasi-public  relations;  but  these  desiderata  are  at  present 
unattainable  because  of  the  varying  standards  of  morals  and  educa- 
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tion  in  different  jurisdictions  and  the  lack  of  power  in  the  national 
Congress  to  legislate  upon  such  matters  for  the  states. 

(3)  No  dental  degree  can  now  be  conferred  in  this  state  except 
Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery;  and  that  can  be  granted  only  to  those 
who  either  earn  it  in  professional  schools  or  receive  it  in  lieu  of 
the  master's  degree  formerly  conferred  by  this  society  after  exami- 
nation assured  to  be  equivalent  at  least  to  those  of  the  schools 
conferring  only  the  doctorate.  It  should  need  no  argument  to  prove 
that  a  professional  degree  representing  technical  attainments  should 
not  be  given  causa  honoris  or  ad  eundem;  and  experience  has 
shown  that  it  is  these  unearned  degfrees  conferred  in  absentia  that 
have  been  so  widely  sold  by  so-called  colleges  of  the  Buchanan  and 
Delavan  stripe. 

(4)  Even  licentiates  may  not  practice  dentistry  unless  registered 
in  the  county  wherein  they  practice ;  the  purpose  of  this  rule  being 
to  spread  upon  the  public  record  the  practitioner's  authority  and 
afford  opportunity  to  investigate  it. 

(5)  Licenses  may  be  revoked  for  unprofessional  or  immoral  con- 
duct, and  the  practice  is  forbidden  to  convicted  felons. 

(6)  Non-licentiates  practicing  dentistry,  or  holding  themselves 
out  so  to  practice,  become  misdemeanants  punishable  by  fine  of  $50 
for  a  first  offense,  and  for  a  second  offense  by  fine  of  not  less  than 
$100  or  imprisonment,  or  both.  The  like  penalty  is  provided  for 
failure  of  practitioners  or  their  employees  to  post  their  names  in  or 
about  their  offices — b,  provision  necessitated  by  the  custom  in  so- 
called  "dental  parlors"  of  employing  unlicensed  men  designated  by 
numbers  or  initials. 

(7)  Purchase  or  sale  of  diplomas  or  other  documents  evidencing 
license  or  right  to  examination  or  registration,  alteration  and  fraudu- 
lent use  of  such  writings,  practice  of  dentistry  under  false  and 
assumed  names,  false  assumption  of  medical  or  dental  titles  or 
titular  letters,  and  false  personation  of  candidates  at  preliminary  or 
professional  examination  are  made  misdemeanors  punishable  by  fine 
of  not  less  than  $250. 

(8)  False  swearing  to  statements  required  by  the  statute  is 
made  perjury. 

(9)  To  courts  of  special  sessions  is  given  jurisdiction  to  try  in 
the  first  instance  misdemeanors  under  the  act. 

( 10)  This  society  is  authorized  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  law  and  to 
receive  fines  and  forfeitures  imposed  thereunder. 
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Thus  we  see  that  the  prohibitions  of  the  act  are  comprehensive, 
and  the  penalties  for  its  violation  sufficiently  grave  to  give  adequate 
sanction  to  the  law,  which,  if  obeyed,  voluntarily  or  by  compulsion, 
would  leave  little  or  nothing  to  be  desired.  But  that  may  also  be 
said  of  the  ten  ccmimandments  or  of  almost  any  penal  code.  If  to 
make  men  good  it  were  enough  to  enact,  "Thou  shalt  not,"  the 
millennium  would  have  been  here  long  ago.  But  notwithstanding  the 
commands  from  Sinai,  "Thou  shalt  not  kill"  and  "Thou  shalt  not 
steal,"  murder  still  occurs  and  a  considerable  number  of  dishonest 
men  are  at  large.  And  yet  there  are  those  who  with  simple  faith 
expect  merely  human  law  to  accomplish  more  than  the  Divine  law 
has  effected ;  to  prevent  not  only  sporadic  acts  criminal  per  se,  but 
customary  acts,  the  commission  of  which,  in  the  absence  of  statutory 
prohibition,  is  lawful.  Our  statute  books  grow  more  and  more 
encumbered  with  ineffective  and,  therefore,  undesirable  laws  regu- 
lating the  ordinary  actions  of  men ;  and  it  behooves  us  all  to  inquire 
carefully  whether  a  statute  in  the  making  of  which  we  share  be 
necessary  and  likely  to  do  more  good  than  harm*. 

Let  us  consider  then  the'  reasons  for  regulating  dental  practice 
by  law  and  the  methods  and  results  of  enforcing  such  a  statute. 

Why  should  any  one  be  forbidden  to  practice  dentistry?  Cer- 
tainly not,  or,  at  least,  not  primarily,  in  order  to  benefit  dentists  as 
a  class,  to  reduce  competition,  to  enable  spiteful  rivals  to  injure  one 
another  or  yet  to  enforce  canons  of  good  taste. 

The  statute  is  an  exercise  of  the  so-called  police  power*  under 
which  the  state  may  within  constitutional  limitations  enact  laws  for 
the  protection  of  public  health,  welfare  and  even  enjoyment.  Both 
legislatures  and  courts  have  stretched  this  elastic,  indeterminate 
power  to  its  verge ;  and  the  growing  tendency  to  regulate  all  busi- 
ness by  commissions,  boards  and  penal  statutes  is  to  be  jealously 
watched  lest,  under  the  guise  of  protecting  public  welfare,  indi- 
viduals seek  advantage  for  their  trades  or  callings  at  public  expense 
and  their  personal  advantage  at  the  expense  of  their  callings  or 
trades. 

If  dentistry  were  only  a  mechanical  art  or  trade — ^and  the  courts 
in  reporting  cases  have  held  it  to  be  both  one  and  the  other — I  should 
not  find  easy  the  defence  of  that  legislation  in  procuring  which  I,  as 
your  counsel,  have  had  some  part.  But  dentistry  is  not  a  mere 
handicraft  or  commercial  venture.  The  dentist  of  to-day  is,  and 
the  future  practitioner  will  be,  in  a  still  higher  degree,  something 
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more  than  a  skilled  worker  in  metals  and  amalgams.  Mechanical 
excellence  in  filling  teeth  and  artificially  supplying  their  loss  is  not, 
or,  at  least,  should  not,  be  the  limit  of  his  functions. 

It  is  not  for  me,  a  layman,  to  tell  you  what  your  profession  is  or 
should  be,  but  as  a  lawyer  I  may  tell  you  how*  the  courts  have 
regarded  it. 

In  Lee  vs.  Griffin  (30  L.  J.  Q.  B.  252,  A.  D.  i860)  a  dentist  sued 
an  estate  for  £21,  the  value  of  artificial  teeth  made  for  decedent  who 
died  before  their  delivery.  The  defence  was  that  the  contract  was  for 
the  sale  of  goods  and,  therefore,  under  the  statute  of  frauds,  not 
enforceable,  because  not  in  writing.  Plaintiff  argued  that  his  con- 
tract was  not  to  sell  material  of  small  value,  but  to  furnish  skill  in 
working  it  up ;  and  that  he  was  comparable  to  an  artist,  the  value 
of  whose  products  depends  upon  his  skill  and  not  upon  the  substance 
to  which  it  is  applied.  The  court,  however,  said  that  the  contract 
was  for  the  supply  of  goods  and  that  the  dentist  was  to  be  compared 
with  a  tailor  supplying  cloth  for  a  suit  requiring  measurement  and 
fitting.  In  France  about  the  same  time  (1858)  the  Tribunal  of 
Commerce  in  Paris  took  a  contrary  view  and  held  that  a  dentist 
could  not  be  sued  before  it  for  the  value  of  gold  and  platinum  used 
in  his  practice  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  tradesman. 

In  our  own  country  the  case  of  Whitcomb  vs.  Reid  (31  Miss. 
567,  A.  D.  1856)  followed  the  French  view  and  held  that  a  dentist's 
instruments  were  not  exempt  from  levy  of  execution  as  mechanic's 
tools.  The  court  said :  "A  dentist  cannot  be  properly  denominated 
a  mechanic.  It  is  true  that  the  practice  of  his  art  requires  the  use 
of  instruments  for  manual  operations,  and  that  much  of  it  consists 
in  manual  operations;  but  it  also  involves  a  knowledge  of  the 
physiology  of  the  teeth  which  cannot  be  acquired  but  by  a  proper 
course  of  study,  and  this  is  taught  by  learned  treatises  on  the  subject 
and  as  a  distinct  or  limited  part'of  the  medical  art  in  institutions 
established  for  that  purpose."  The  court  argued  further  that  there 
was  no  more  reason  to  classify  dentists  as  mechanics  because  of 
their  use  of  instruments,  than  similarly  to  classify  general  surgeons 
who  use  the  knife  and  saw.  On  the  other  hand  in  Maxon  vs.  Perott 
(17  Mich.  332)  involving  the  same  point.  Judge  Cooley,  a  most 
distinguished  jurist,  held,  to  the  contrary,  that  dental  instruments 
were  included  in  the  exemptions  of  mechanics'  tools  from  levy,  and 
said :  "A  dentist,  in  one  sense,  is  a  professional  man,  but  in  another 
sense  his  calling  is  mainly  mechanical  and  the  tools  that  he  employs 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE   STATE  OF    NEW   YORK  125 

are  used  in  mechanical  operations.  Indeed  dentistry  was  formerly 
purely  mechanical  and  instruction  in  it  scarcely  went  beyond  manual 
dexterity  in  the  use  of  tools ;  and  a  knowledge  of  the  human  system 
generally  and  of  the  diseases  which  might  affect  the  teeth  and  render 
an  operation  important  was  by  no  means  considered  necessary.  Of 
late,  however,  as  the  physiology  of  the  human  system  has  become 
better  understood,  and  the  relations  of  the  various  parts  and  their 
mutual  dependence  become  more  clearly  recognized,  dentistry  has 
made  great  progress  as  a  science  and  its  practitioners  claim  with 
much  justice  to  be  classed  among  the  learned  professions."  But, 
nevertheless,  the  court  said  that  so  far  as  tools  are  employed  the 
operations  of  the  dentist  are  purely  mechanical — 3,  proposition  from 
which  we  may  well  dissent.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  in  both 
of  these  cases  dentists  were  seeking  to  have  their  calling  classified 
as  a  trade  in  order  to  avoid  payment  of  their  debts,  and  that  the 
judges  were  taking  a  higher  view  of  the  profession  than  the  dentists 
themselves. 

The  question  of  the  status  of  your  profession  arose  again  in 
1893  in  the  case  of  Flickinger  vs.  Fisher  (21  S.  W.  440,  593) 
wherein  the  Missouri  Supreme  Court  held,  voting  four  to  three, 
that  dentists  were  not  included  in  the  statutory  exemptions  of 
"medical  practitioners"  from  jury  duty.  The  dignified  dissenting 
opinion  quoted  approvingly  the  address  of  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D., 
president  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  which  he  took 
the  ground  that  dentistry  has  become  an  important  part  of  medical 
science;  the  prevailing  opinion  loses  weight  by  the  flippancy  of  the 
argument  that  turned  the  nearly  balanced  scale  of  justice. 

Again  in  1897  the  question  came  under  discussion  in  North  Caro- 
lina ;  one  of  your  calling  having  done  for  a  trifling  gain  that  which 
begot  another  precedent  characterized  by  its  display  of  judicial 
humor,  to  the  effect  that  dentists  are  not  to  be  classed  among 
physicians.  One  Smathers,  a  dental  practitioner,  prescribed  a  pnit 
of  whiskey  on  Sunday,  ostensibly  to  relieve  the  aching  tooth  of  Mr. 
Stagg.  McMinn,  an  apothecary,  sold  the  whiskey  and,  being  prose- 
cuted under  the  excise  law,  relied  upon  this  prescription  of  "Dr." 
Smathers  as  a  defence — ^physicians  being  allowed  to  prescribe 
whiskey  in  that  state  on  the  Lord's  day.  The  court  not  only  held  that 
a  dentist  is  not  a  physician  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  a 
conclusion  that  was  doubtless  correct,  but  went  further  and  inti- 
mated that  this  was  very  fortunate,  inasmuch  as  every  normal  North 
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Carolinian  has  thirty-two  teeth,  all  of  which  would  be  likely  to 
ache  at  once  if  the  dental  prescription  for  one  toothache  were  a 
pint  of  whiskey.  But  while  we  admit  the  court's  conclusion  that  a 
dentist  is  not  a  physician,  in  the  general  use  of  the  term,  we  may 
well  deny  its  proposition  that  the  duties  of  a  dentist  are  limited  to 
the  "manual  or  mechanical  operations  on  teeth,"  and  that,  therefore, 
"whenever  the  use  of  liquor  is  necessary,  it  being  a  remedy  to  act 
on  the  body,  and  only  indirectly  in  any  case  for  the  teeth,  within 
the  purview  of  the  statute  it  must  be  prescribed  by  a  physician  to 
authorize  its  sale  on  Sunday."  The  judicial  mind  was  evidently 
convinced  that  Smathers  was  not  prescribing  for  toothache  but  for 
thirst,  and  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  court  would  have 
reached  the  same  conclusion  if  the  dentist  had  prescribed  an  ounce 
of  whiskey  for  actual  prostration  after  a  bo;ta  fide  operation ;  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  on  the  other  hand,  that  a  physician  of  North  Caro- 
lina prescribing  whiskey  on  Sunday  as  a  tipple  would  abuse  his  pro- 
fessional privilege  and  violate  the  law  in  spirit,  if  not  letter,  quite  as 
much  as  did  Smathers.  Perhaps  the  most  recent  case  in  point  is 
People  vs.  DeFrance  (104  Mich.  563),  wherein  it  was  held  that  a 
dentist  "is  not  within  the  terms  or  the  spirit"  of  the  statute  pro- 
hibiting a  physician  to  reveal  confidential  communications  of  a 
patient.  And  here  again,  while  admitting. that  the  decision  may  be 
sound  in  so  far  as  it  expounds  the  letter  of  the  statute,  I  find  it 
impossible  to  agree  that  the  dentist  is  not  within  the  spirit  of  the 
law.  The  purpose  of  the  statute  is  not  to  benefit  medical  men  but 
to  enable  patients  to  consult  them  with  confidence  that  necessary 
disclosures  will  not  be  revealed.  Such  being  the  purpose  of  the 
law,  is  there  any  reason  in  common  sense  why  a  dentist  should  be 
permitted  to  disclose  what  he  has  learned  in  examining  the  oral 
cavity  while  a  laryngologist  or  rhinologist  would  be  forbidden  to 
reveal  the  same  condition  ?  To  state  the  proposition  is  to  refute  it. 
The  dentist  is  distinctly  within  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  will  be 
within  its  letter  when  it  is  appreciated  that  his  services  are  those  of 
a  medical  specialist. 

But  although  we  find  these  decisions  excluding  dentists  from  the 
category  of  physicians  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  to  be  always 
excluded  even  in  the  law  from  classification  as  medical  men ;  and 
whenever  the  question  has  arisen  whether  a  physician  is  entitled  to 
practice  dentistry,  the  courts,  so  far  as  reported  cases  show,  have 
answered  affirmatively  upon  the  theory  that  dentistry  is  a  department 
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of  medicine ;  although  I  believe  there  have  been  contrary  opinions 
expressed  from  the  bench.  Very  recently  in  the  Rhode  Island  case 
of  State  vs.  Beck  (43  Atlantic  366)  it  was  held  that  although  the 
dental  law  of  that  state  "does  prohibit  physicians  as  well  as  all 
other  persons  from  practicing  dentistry  without  first  obtaining  the 
required  certificate,"  still  the  statute  should  be  construed  in  con- 
nection with  that  one  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. "Dentistry,"  said  the  court,  "is  now  a  well  recognized  branch 
of  surgery.  A  dentist  is  a  dental  surgeon.  He  performs  operations 
upon  the  teeth  and  jaw  and,  as  incidental  thereto,  upon  the  flesh 
connected  therewith.  His  sphere  of  operations  then  as  before  inti- 
mated is  included  in  the  larger  one  of  the  physician  and  surgeon ;" 
it  was  accordingly  held  that  dentistry  being  a  department  of  general 
medicine,  any  physician  might  practice  it  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  dental  law. 

Again  whenever  a  dentist  has  been  sued  for  damages  on  account 
of  alleged  malpractice,  the  courts  have  applied  to  him  the  standard 
applicable  to  physicians  and  surgeons  and  not  that  to  which  trades- 
men and  artificers  are  held  (Simonds  vs.  Henry,  39  Me.  155). 
And  even  in  North  Carolina  this  rule  was  adopted  in  an  action  for 
malpractice  against  one  Smathers,  probably  the  same  who  prescribed 
whiskey  with  the  result  of  obtaining  the  ruling  that  dentists  were 
not  physicians  (McCracken  vs.  Smathers,  29  S.  E.  354). 

To  me  it  seems  too  clear  for  further  argument  that  he  who 
undertakes  to  treat  abnormal  conditions  within  the  oral  cavity, 
call  him^  dentist,  odontologist,  stomatologist,  what  you  will,  is,  or 
should  be,  a  specialist  in  medicine.  Certainly  this  is  true  if  we  are 
to  accept  as  accurate  these  words  of  Dr.  Garretson  addressed  in 
i860  to  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Dental  Surgeons :  "When 
years  back  before  this  association  I  have  spoken  of  anaemia,  chlo- 
rosis and  kindred  conditions  as  a  source  of  dental  caries,  I  have 
been  met  with  rebuke  for  traveling  outside  of  my  profession.  Let 
me  now,  gentlemen,  add  my  mite  to  the  experience  of  to-night  by 
affirming  that  I  believe  I  have  saved  more  teeth  by  constitutional 
treatment  than  ever  I  have  by  mere  manipulation."  These  words 
were  uttered  forty  years  ago  and  since  then  what  a  marvelous 
advance  has  been  made  in  medical  science.  If  the  dentist  of  to-day 
is  a  mere  mechanic,  then  he  is  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  negli- 
gence in  omitting  those  precautions  and  measures  required  in  mod- 
em antiseptic  surgery ;  and  this  proposition  I  do  not  suppose  any  one 


Digitized  by 


Google 


128  TRANSACTIONS   OF   THE    DENTAL   SOCIETY 

will  maintain.  Undoubtedly  there  is  a  certain  inharmony  between 
medical  and  dental  laws;  we  have  seen  one  court  deny  that  the 
dentist  is  included  within  the  category  of  "medical  practitioners," 
another  hold  that  physicians  may  practice  dentistry  because  it  is  a 
department  of  medicine,  and  yet  another  affirm  that  dentists  are  not 
compelled  to  guard  the  confidence  of  their  patients  as  are  all  other 
medical  practitioners.  Certainly  the  line  of  demarkation  between 
what  the  dentist  may  lawfully  do  in  systemic  treatment  and  oper- 
ative surgery  is  very  ill  defined.  But  the  solution  of  the  legal 
problems  arising  from  these  vague  conditions  is  found  when  the 
operating  dentist  is,  as  he  probably  will  be  generally  in  the  near 
future,  first  graduated  in  medicine  and  then  specialized  in  den- 
tistry. Such  an  one  is  and  will  be  authorized  to  practice  as  freely 
as  the  otologist  or  any  other  medical  specialist,  and  is  no  more  to 
be  excluded  from  the  category  of  medical  men  than  is  the  orthop- 
edist to  whose  practice  mechanical  appliances  are  necessities. 

It  is  then  because  your  work  is  essentially  of  a  surgical  nature 
and  because  the  mistakes  of  the  most  skillful  mechanical  operator 
without  physiological  and  medical  knowledge  may  entail  life-long 
injury  upon  the  patient  that  I  find  justification  for  dental  legislation. 
For  if  any  calling  may  be  properly  regulated  by  law  with  advantage 
to  the  public  welfare  it  is  that  of  medicine.  Reason  and  experience 
expressed  in  terms  of  ordinary  common  sense  establish  that  the 
repairing  of  the  human  engine  cannot  be  safely  intrusted  to  one  who 
is  ignorant  of  its  mechanism.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  contend  that 
a  college  course,  or  any  course  of  instruction,  will  make  of  a  poor 
student,  of  an  unobservant  person,  a  good  physician,  an  able  sur- 
geon, a  skillful  dentist.  You  cannot  grow  figs  on  thistles.  Nor  is 
the  clever  man  of  books  necessarily  an  able  diagnostician  or  skillful 
operator ;  he  may  be  inferior  in  both  regards  to  one  less  learned  in 
theory.  But  genius  itself  cannot  become  fitted  to  treat  our  often 
infirmities  without  study,  observation  and  training.  And  because 
it  would  be  impossible  and  undesirable,  even  if  constitutional,  to 
prescribe  by  law  methods  of  applying  scientific  knowledge  to  medi- 
cal practice,  the  state  is  justified  in  refusing  to  allow  any  one  to 
enter  upon  that  practice  without  proof  that  he  has  followed  a  course 
of  study  such,  both  by  its  duration  and  nature,  as  to  give  him  fairly 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  conditions  with  which  he  may  have  to 
deal  and  the  proper  treatment  thereof,  and  to  start  him  in  his  pro- 
fession equipped  to  gather  knowledge  from  the  future  study  and 
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experience  of  his  lifetime.  Dentistry  then  is  regulated  by  our 
statutes  only  because  it  is  a  special  department  of  medicine.  In  so 
far  as  it  is  a  mere  mechanical  art  the  law  does  not  attempt  to 
regulate  it,  and  the  worker  upon  inert  matter  in  the  laboratory  is 
neither  required  to  take  out  a  license  nor  is  he  subjected  to  any 
pains  and  penalties  except  when  emerging  from  his  workshop  he 
undertakes  without  proper  qualification  to  operate  within  the  oral 
cavity. 

It  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to  multiply  for  your  instruction 
cases  wherein  medical  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  dental  prac- 
titioner has  proved  necessary  and  desirable  in  the  patient's  interest. 
But  upon  the  assumption  that  my  words  may  pass  beyond  this  hall 
to  laymen  holding  the  foolish  notion  that  the  ideal  dentist  is  a  mere 
filler  of  teeth  in  a  workmanlike  fashion,  I  may  mention  one  or  two 
cases  within  my  own  knowledge. 

The  enactment  of  the  dental  law  in  France  was  preceded  by  long 
and  instructive  discussion  before  the  legislative  committees  wherein 
it  was  pointed  out  that  serious  consequences  might  ensue  to  the 
human  system  generally  from  injudicious  dental  work  wrought  with 
great  mechanical  skill,  as  the  application  of  well  made  plates  over 
lesions,  filling  of  teeth  over  exposed  pulps  and  so  on.  A  man,  of 
whom  I  know,  suffered  from  a  condition  of  the  tongue  diagnosti- 
cated as  cancerous  by  a  surgeon  who  appointed  a  date  for  its  excision. 
In  the  meantime  the  patient  visited  a  dentist,  who,  upon  examination, 
satisfied  himself  that  the  morbid  condition  was 'not  cancerous  but  a 
traumatic  ulcer  due  to  rough  edges  of  the  teeth.  These  he  filed 
down  and  applied  emollients  to  the  wound;  the  patient  slept  that 
night  for  the  first  time  in  days.  Subsequent  treatment  demonstrated 
the  mistake  in  the  origihal  diagnosis  and  restored  normal  conditions. 
The  operator  here,  a  member  of  your  society,  was  a  graduated 
physician  who  had  specialized  hiijiself  as  a  dentist.  A  leading 
surgeon  of  New  York  to  whom  I  mentioned  the  case  told  me  that  he 
"had  just  sent  home  to  the  South  a  woman  .who  had  been  sent  to 
him  for  the  excision  of  her  tongue,  diagnosed  to  be  in  a  cancerous 
condition.  He  had  taken  her  to  a  dentist  and  caused  certain  teeth 
to  be  extracted;  she  was  restored  to  the  normal  and  enabled  still 
to  get  the  last  word  in  discussion.  A  famous  neurologist,  whom  I 
knew,  treated  for  a  long  period  with  anodynes  a  young  woman 
suffering  from  persistent  facial  neuralgia.  Finally  he  sent  her 
to  a  dentist,  who,  upon  examination,  found  that  the  gum  had  closed 
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over  the  fragments  of  a  tooth  broken  in  a  clumsy  attempt  at  extrac- 
tion and  remaining  as  a  source  of  nervous  disturbance;  with  their 
removal  the  neuralgia  ceased ;  but  the  morphine  habit  remained. 

Such  being  the  reason  justifying  dental  legislation,  we  may 
now  consider  the  method  of  its  enforcement — an  unenforced  law 
being  worse  than  none — a,  pitfall  for  the  unwary,  not  a  protection 
to  the  public. 

There  has  been  surprisingly  little  dissent  on  the  part  of  legis- 
lators, the  executive^  the  courts  and  laymen  generally  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  dental  legislation.  And  in  the  great  cities  where  individuals 
are  lost  in  the  multitude  it  has  been  comparatively  easy  for  this 
society  to  enforce  the  law.  In  Greater  New  York  conviction  has 
followed  an  arrest  almost  with  certainty;  a  result  largely  due  to 
the  fact  that  your  representatives  have  prosecuted  no  case  unless 
satisfied  that  the  accused  was  willfully  violating  the  statute.  Where 
there  has  been  doubt  on  this  point  the  unlawful  practitioner  has 
been  advised  of  the  statute.  Wherever  it  has  seemed  that  the  aim  of 
the  law  would  be  attained  as  well  by  clemency  as  severity,  proceed- 
ings have  been  discontinued  upon  affidavits  by  the  accused  that  he 
would  in  future  desist  from  unlawful  practice;  affidavits,  I  am 
sorr>'  to  say,  more  often  broken  than  kept.  Your  agents  have  been 
strictly  charged  to  use  none  of  the  obnoxious  methods  of  those  who 
are  called  by  the  French  ^'agents  provocateurs  •/'  that  is  to  say,  they 
have  been  forbidden  to  procure  their  evidence  by  falsehood  or  by 
inducing  persons  to" commit  a  breach  of  the  law.  They  have  been 
charged  with  the  duty  of  finding  actual  patients ;  and  the  testimony 
of  an  agent  to  acts  of  practice  upon  himself  has  only  been  used  when 
corroborating  circumstances  have  been  such  as  to  insure  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  detective's  statement.  Thos^  in  your  employ  have 
been  paid  a  fixed  sum  in  no  wise  contingent  upon  the  number  of 
arrests  made ;  in  short,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  do  away  with 
or  abate  those  evils  which  every  candid  man  must  admit  are  incident 
to  the  enforcement  of  such  laws  by  the  use  of  detective  agents  unless 
those  agents  are  strictly  supervised.  If  the  law  has  been  ever  abused 
or  perverted  from  its  true  intent  by  those  acting  in  your  behalf,  no 
proof  of  such  ill-doing  has  been  ever  furnished  to  your  representa- 
tives. 

But  although  the  dental  law  is  readily  enforceable  in  great  cities 
as  I  have  said,  conditions  are  very  different  in  smaller  com- 
nmnities,  villages,  towns  and  even  cities  of  the  second  class.     The 
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good  people  of  such  bodies  politic  assent  through  their  representa- 
tives at  Albany  to  the  legislation  we  are  discussing.  They  approve 
the  general  principles  that  have  been  enunciated ;  but,  when  it  comes 
to  punishing  the  illegal  practitioner,  they  nullify  in  the  jury  room 
or  box  the  law  which  they  hav^  made,  and  declare  that  the  unquali- 
fied man  shall  not  be  disturbed  and  that  the  person  capable  of  filling 
a  tooth  is  a  sufficiently  good  man  to  practice  upon  them.  Three 
modem  instances  will  serve  to  illustrate  what  has  been  said. 

In  1889  one  Barnes  opened  a  dental  office  in  Herkimer;  he  was 
neither  registered  nor  entitled  to  regfister ;  he  had  failed  to  pass  his 
examinations  at  the  Boston  Dental  College;  nevertheless  in  the 
Supreme  Court  on  November  21,  1887,  he  falsely  swore,  in  order 
to  qualify  as  an  expert  witness  in  the  case  of  Merville  vs.  Merville, 
that  he  was  a  graduate  of  that  college.  Proof  of  this  false  swear- 
ing, of  his  practice  and  lack  of  license  or  regfistration  were  presented 
to  the  district  attorney  and  by  him  to  three  grand  juries,  the  last 
one  of  which  was  charged  by  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  of  the  Supreme 
Court  on  April  6,  1891,  in  terms  too  explicit  and  stinging  to  be 
misunderstood,  that  the  function  of  a  grand  jury  was  to  pass  upon 
the  evidence  before  it  and  find  a  true  bill  if  the  unexplained  facts 
showed  the  commission  of  a  crime.  No  grand  jury  could  have  a 
simpler  state  of  facts  to  consider  than  these  cases  present — namely, 
has  the  accused  practiced  dentistry  or  held  himself  out  so  to  practice 
and  is  he  registered  and  licensed.  Notwithstanding  the  plainness 
of  this  issue  not  only  did  these  three  grand  juries  refuse  to  indict 
Barnes,  whose  practice  and  nonregistration  were  demonstrated,  but 
the  local  press  applauded  their  plain  disregard  of  duty;  The  Her- 
kimer Democrat  and  Little  Falls  Times  notably.  The  former  on 
December  11,  said  among  other  things:  "There  is  no  doubt  but 
what  Bames  is  violating  the  law,  but  the  law  (portions  of  it)  is 
so  unjust  and  obnoxious  that  it  should  be  amended  without  delay. 
.  .  .  Mr.  Barnes  remains  here  and  will  continue  his  practice 
and  he  is  backed  by  a  very  large  circle  of  friends  and  the  best 
people  in  the  village."  The  latter  journal  said:  **He  may  have 
violated  the  technical  letter  of  the  law  but  everything  goes  to  show 
that  he  did  not  oflfend  against  its  spirit  and  intention.  No  g^rand 
jur}'  ever  impaneled  in  this  county  would  have  found  an  indictment 
under  such  circumstances."  Certainly  we  could  not  have  more 
explicit  admissions  that  the  grand  jur}'  had  disregarded  its  sworn 
duty  in  view  of  the  "circumstances,"  which  were  simply  these  so  far 
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as  can  be  ascertained :  The  accused  was  a  man  of  plausible  address, 
with  a  varied  career,  the  details  of  which  Were  unknown  to  the 
neighbors;  he  was  reported  to  the  society  by  a  fellow  practitioner 
whose  only  authority  for  regfistering  was  that  he  had  been  in  practice 
prior  to  the  law  of  1879.  Personally  the  accuser  appears  to  have 
been  less  popular  than  the  accused,  to  whom  he  had  been  opposed, 
as  an  expert  in  the  Merville  case.  In  short  the  grand  juries  and 
the  newspapers  taking  sides  in  the  quarrel  of  the  two  men,  disre- 
garded the  facts,  the  law  and  the  duties  of  good  citizenship.  The 
metropolitan  press  took  a  different  view  of  the  case;  The  Xew 
York  Times  of  December  8,  1889,  spoke  of  it  as  "A  curious 
instance  of  a  grand  jury  allowing  sympathy  factitiously  worked 
up  to  take  the  place  of  evidence."  And  again  on  April  12,  189 1, 
said:  "He  (Barnes)  may  or  may  not  have  been  made  a  competent 
dentist  by  the  practice  that  he  has  attained  through  violating  the 
law,  but  the  more  important  question  is  whether  laws  are  made  to 
be  enforced  and  whether  the  oath  of  grand  jurors  has  any  bindinj^r 
effect  when  a  case  is  brought  before  them  in  which  they  prefer  not 
to  find  an  indictment,  however  conclusive  the  evidence  may  be  that 
the  law  has  been  violated.  As  Judge  Knapp  of  Hudson  County,  N. 
J.,  said  in  the  case  of  a  refusal  to  indict  pool  sellers:  'A  habitual 
disregard  of  law  by  officers  who  should  enforce  it  is  the  most  pitiful 
spectacle  that  can  be  presented  to  a  community.'  " 

An  equally  illustrative  and  more  amusing  case  occurred  in  May, 
1889,  at  Warsaw.  Two  dentists  went  there  to  engage  in  practice 
and  found  an  unlicensed  man,  a  native  of  the  place  who  they  said 
had  originally  followed  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright.  However  that 
may  be  they  reported  him  to  the  district  attorney,  who  placed  the 
case  before  the  grand  jury.  That  intelligent  body  having  sent  for 
the  registry  of  the  county  clerk  found  that  neither  the  accused  nor 
his  accusers  were  registered ;  whereupon  with  a  joyous  sense  of 
humor,  they  indicted  the  accusers  but  threw  out  the  bill  as  to  the 
accused. 

The  third  case  is  very  recent.  A  man  named  Walker  was 
reported  about  two  years  ago  as  practicing  dentistry  without  license 
in  Lansingburg,  then  a  suburb  but  now  a  part  of  Troy.  A  letter 
was  written  to  him  warning  him  of  the  law,  and,  as  no  further  com- 
plaint was  received,  it  was  assumed  that  he  had  desisted  from  his 
practice.  Eventually  complaint  was  renewed,  and,  after  further 
warning  to  Walker,  proceedings  were  instituted  against  him,  and 
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in  February  last  he  was  arrested  and  taken  before  Police  Justice 
Abbott  H.  Jones  of  Troy,  who  held  him  to  answer  to  the  grand 
jury  before  which  the  district  attorney  subpoenaed  witnesses 
prepared  to  prove  the  following  facts;  that  Walker  had  practiced 
and  was  practicing  openly ;  that  he  had  no  license,  was  not  lawfully 
registered  and,  in  his  attempt  to  obtain  a  legal  status  as  a  dentist, 
had  made  conflicting  statements  under  oath,  even  as  to  his  own  age, 
all  of  which  could  not  possibly  be  true. 

In  more  detail  the  facts  of  the  case  are  these :  On  August  19, 
1895.  Mr.  Walker  entered  an  affidavit  upon  the  registration  book 
of  Rensselaer  County  wherein  he  swore  that  he  was  then  thirty- 
three  years  old  and  that  his  authority  to  practice  was  a  diploma  of 
the  Wisconsin  Dental  College  dated  May  5,  1883.  This  diploma 
was  never  a  license.  The  college  has  never  been  rated  in  this  state 
as  reputable,  and  the  county  clerk  should  not  have  suffered  the 
registration,  which  is  annotated  on  the  margin  as  irregular.  You 
will  note  that  if  on  August  19,  1895,  Walker  was  thirty-three 
years  old,  he  must  have  been  twenty-one  years  old  on  May  5,  1883, 
the  date  of  the  alleged  diploma — the  earliest  age  at  which  a  diploma 
can  be  conferred.  After  the  society  instituted  proceedings,  Mr. 
Walker,  realizing  the  nullity  of  his  registration,  had  recourse  to 
the  legislature  for  one  of  those  special  enactments  which  it  occa- 
sionally grants  to  individuals  and  which  our  present  governor  most 
laudably  vetoes.  Failing  here  Mr.  Walker,  without  any  notice  to 
this  society,  appHed  ex  parte  on  March  12,  1900,  to  Mr.  Justice 
Fursman  for  permission  to  file  then  one  of  the  students'  certificates 
which  were  allowed  to  be  filed  prior  to  August  i,  1895.  To  pro- 
cure the  order  Mr.  Walker  swore  to  a  petition  in  which  he  said 
that  he  was  then  thirty-one  years  old,  that  is  to  say,  two  years 
younger  than  he  had  sworn  himself  to  be  on  registering  five  years 
before;  that  he  began  to  study  dentistry  with  A.  W.  Gabeler  of 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  November,  1888;  that  is  to  say,  more  than  five 
years  after  the  date  of  the  diploma  which  he  swore  in  1895  was  his 
authority  to  practice,  and  which  must  have  been  conferred  upon  him, 
if  this  last  oath  as  to  his  age  was  true,  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen. 
He  went  on  to  swear  that  after  leaving  Addison  W.  Gabeler  in  1892 
he  removed  to  Troy  and  remained  a  student  of  Charles  H.  Gabeler 
until  July  i,  1889,  which  is  perhaps  meant  to  be  1899,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1895,  when  he  was  a  student  of  C.  A.  Hill, 
of  Albany.     There  is  not  a  word  in   the  petition  concerning  the 
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Wisconsin  diploma;  on  the  contrary  he  swears  that  he  began  to 
Study  dentistry  five  years  later  than  its  date.  Not  only  were  these 
conflicting  and  necessarily  false  oaths  made,  but  the  book  of  regis- 
tration has  been  altered.  It  now  appears  on  that  record  that  the 
diploma  which  Walker  originally  swore  was  granted  in  1883  was 
granted  in  1893,  the  change  being  effected  by  scratching  off  the 
lower  part  of  the  third  eight  in  the  former  date,  a  change  visible 
to  the  naked  eye  without  the  aid  of  a  magnifying  glass,  which, 
however,  was  furnished  the  grand  jury.  But  in  altering  the  record^ 
the  date  of  the  diploma,  no  corresponding  change  was  made  for 
age,  so  that  the  record  as  it  now  stands  shows  that  Walker  did  not 
receive  his  diploma  until  he  was  thirty-one  years  old.  In  fact  one 
of  the  witnesses  who  went  before  the  grand  jury  says  that  the 
accused  admitted  to  him  purchasing  the  document  for  $50. 

The  facts  established  beyond  dispute  that  Mr.  Walker  was 
not  only  unlicensed  and  unregistered  but  that  he  had  made  false 
oaths  that  under  the  statutes  seem  to  constitute  perjury.  Never- 
theless the  grand  jury  of  Rensselaer  County  refused  to  indict 
Walker  as  the  Herkimer  grand  jury  had  refused  to  indict  Barnes ; 
and  the  former  violator  of  law,  like  the  latter,  found  aid  and  comfort 
in  tlie  local  press. 

These  cases,  which  have  been  subjects  of  previous  reports  to 
your  law  committee  well  illustrate  the  difficulty  encountered  outside 
the  great  centers  in  enforcing  laws  of  this  nature.  To  my  appre- 
hension they  show  that  these  grand  juries,  made  up,  beyond  doubt, 
of  well  meaning  persons,  had  no  very  keen  appreciation  of  the 
fact  that  tlie  purpose  of  the  law  is  the  protection  of  the  public  and 
no  very  sound  comprehension  of  the  extent  to  which  education  and 
training  are  necessar>^  to  equip  dental  practitioners  of  the  present 
day,  and  furthermore  that  they  allowed  themselves,  as  did  the  news- 
papers, to  be  influenced  by  an  erroneous  idea  that  the  prosecution 
was  persecution;  the  result  being  that,  without  due  and  careful 
investigation — for  I  am  loth  to  believe  that  either  the  grand  jurors 
or  the  newspapers  would  have  assumed  such  positions  upon  impartial 
consideration  of  the  facts— they  assumed  that  the  statute  was  set  in 
operation  for  private  not  public  objects  and  espoused  causes  demon- 
strably wrong  at  the  sacrifice  of  their  duty  as  citizens.  The  result 
of  these  prosecutions  is  one  more  demonstration  of  the  need  of 
educating  the  public  mind  to  the  functions  of  the  law  and  the  true 
nature  of  the  dental  profession. 
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Indeed  in  my  judgment  the  chief  value  of  the  law  is,  so  to  speik, 
prophylactic,  a9  indeed  is  that  of  any  penal  law.  Most  unfortunately 
the  conviction  of  a  law  breaker  does  not  as  a  rule  cure  him  of  wrong 
doing.  On  the  contrary  it  is  apt  to  confirm  him  in  his  evil  ways. 
The  burglar  comes  out  of  the  penitentiary  after  years  of  confinement 
and  robs  on  the  first  occasion.  The  man  forbidden  to  follow  a 
certain  calling  without  license  being  caught  and  punished  not  infre- 
quently looks  upon  his  fine  as  a  license  fee  and  repeats  his  offence 
as  soon  as  he  leaves  the  court  room;  exercising  to  be  sure  more 
caution  and  limiting  his  practice  to  cases  that  he  considers  least 
hazardous.  But  are  we  for  such  reasons  to  join  with  those  who 
argue  that,  because  the  majority  of  judgments  in  debt,  are  unsatisfied, 
we  should  abolish  all  laws  for  the  collection  of  debt  in  order  to 
render  men  careful  as  to  whom  they  credit;  or  those  others  who, 
discouraged  by  the  constant  repetition  of  crime,  suggest  the  abolition 
of  all  punishment  and  the  substitution  instead  of  "moral  suasion?" 
I  think  not;  I  think  that  medical  and  dental  legislation  has  had  a 
proven  value.  Certainly  coincidently  with  it,  and  I  doubt  not 
largely  on  account  of  it,  the  standard  of  professional  education  has 
been  greatly  advanced.  Stripping  the  diploma  of  its  licensing 
power  stimulated  the  colleges  to  demand  higher  qualifications  for 
the  degree  than  they  required  in  the  old  days  when  faculties  were 
loth  to  refuse  diplomas  because  of  an  unconfessed  feeling  that  the 
payment  of  students'  fees  established  a  lien,  as  it  were,  upon  the 
license  and  that  it  would  be  cruel  to  refuse  the  parchment  that 
entitled  a  student  to  earn  his  living.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  col- 
leges themselves  that  this  temptation  to  maintain  low  standards  and 
belittle  their  credentials  was  removed  from  them.  It  is  fortunate  for 
the  community  that  the  men  graduated  from  our  leading  colleges 
to-day  are  far  better  equipped  than  those  who  went  before  them. 
And  so  although  discouragement  in  well  doing  comes  at  times  to 
all  men  and  they  ask  what  profit  there  is  in  all  the  labor  they  do 
under  the  sun,  there  is  no  need  to  be  discouraged  over  the  result 
of  your  efforts.  We  hear  of  the  men  who  violate  the  law,  but  we 
can  only  guess  at  the  number  of  those — indeed  we  cannot  even 
guess  at  it — who  are  turned  by  the  knowledge  that  this  law  exists 
into  the  paths  of  study  in  order  to  equip  themselves  for  the  lawful 
exercise  of  their  chosen  profession.  No  parent  is  willing  to  have 
his  child  marked  as  a  criminal;  and  no  right-minded  youth  will 
take  the  chances  of  being  stigmatized  by  conviction  in  a  criminal 
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court  when  he  knows  that  by  reasonable  effort  and  sacrifice  he  can 
fit  himself  to  do  lawfully  that  which  unlawfully  done  brings  not 
only  risk  of  punishment  but  a  closing  of  the  path  to"  professional 
distinction  and  social  position. 

Such  being  the  value  of  these  laws,  it  would  seem  clear  that  their 
enforcement  according  to  their  spirit  and  with  clemency  is  a  benefit 
to  the  community  and  to  the  professions  affected.  The  law  that  you 
undertake  to  enforce  bids  fair  to  and,  as  I  believe,  eventually  will 
establish  dentistry  before  the  courts  as  a  most  important  department 
of  medicine,  and,  as  already  said,  it  seems  to  me  manifest  that  in  the 
not  remote  future  the  operating  dentist  will  qualify  himself  in  gen- 
eral medicine  as  every  other  medical  specialist  does ;  and  as  the  den- 
tists would  have  done  long  ago  except  that  the  operative  part  of  the 
practice  requires  unusual  mechanical  knowledge  and  skill  while  at 
the  same  time  the  ver\'  fact  that  it  has  been  regarded  as  largely 
mechanical  has  led  the  public,  as  represented  by  the  grand  juries  I 
have  mentioned,  to  consider  that  any  charlatan  with  sufficient 
mechanical  skill  to  fill  a  tooth  is  necessarily  a  good  dentist. 

On  the  other  hand  if  the  real  object  of  the  law,  the  public  pro- 
tection, be  forgotten,  if  it  be  enforced  for  selfish  purposes,  without 
due  discrimination,  in  a  spirit  of  pitiless  logic  or  for  private  ends, 
there  will  result  necessarily  loss  of  public  approval  and  the  eventual 
repeal  of  the  statute.  This  is  not  mere  prophecy,  it  is  a  statement 
of  what  has  happened  with  respect  to  medical  laws  both  in  this 
country  and  in  England.  Whenever  those  laws  have  seemed  reason- 
able and  just  they  have  been  accepted  by  the  people ;  whenever  they 
have  seemed  to  be  used  for  class  purposes  they  have  been  wiped  from 
■  the  statute  books. 

There  is  one  feature  of  your  enforcement  of  the  law  not  to  be 
overlooked.  It  is  the  protection  afforded  to  the  individual  accused. 
No  premium  is  offered  to  informants,  as  under  the  laws  which  gave 
a  portion  of  the  fine  to  any  prosecutor.  There  is  no  prosecution  for 
the  sake  of  collectini^  fines.  So  well  is  this  understood  in  Greater 
New  York  that  when  individuals  make  charges  before  magistrates 
that  the  law  has  been  violated,  those  officials  refer  the  complainants 
to  the  society  for  invcstic^ation  of  the  facts.  When  this  society 
prosecutes,  the  accused,  in  case  he  be  arrested  without  probable 
cause,  has  a  remedy  in  an  action  for  damages  against  a  responsible 
defendant ;  and  because  such  actions  may  be  brought  against  you  or 
vour    officers — and     in     fact     several    have    been     unsuccessfully 
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brought — self-interest  demands  a  degree  of  care  in  investigating 
complaints  that  serves  to  safeguard  the  accused  against  groundless 
prosecutions. 

One  other  point  and  I  shall  have  finished.  Other  societies  that 
aid  in  the  enforcement  of  particular  laws  — auxiliary  governmental 
agencies,  to  adopt  a  recent  phrase — solicit  and  receive  large  con- 
tributions from  the  public  in  aid  of  their  work,  in  addition  to  the 
moneys  collected  under  the  statutes  enforced.  But  this  is  not  true 
of  the  professional  societies.  Bar  associations,  when  they  take 
action  to  purge  the  legal  profession,  defray  all  expenses  from  their 
own  treasuries.  Medical  and  dental  societies,  which  have  slenderer 
purse?  and  take  much  more  frequent  action,  receive  no  public  aid 
except  the  moneys  collected  under  the  statutes  which  never  approxi- 
mate the  cost  of  their  work.  In  so  far  then  as  this  law  regulating 
dentistry  is  to  the  public  advantage,  you  are  doing  at  your  own  cost 
to  a  large  extent  work  for  the  common  good.  Your  particular 
reward  is  that  you  are  at  the  same  time  advancing  the  status  of  your 
profession  and  paying  that  debt  which  every  professional  man  is 
said  to  owe  to  the  calling  that  he  elects  to  follow. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Carr:  I  desire  to  thank  Mr.  Purrington  for  this  valuable 
and  interesting  paper,  and  congratulate*  the  Society  on  having  had 
the  privilege  of  listening  to  it.  I  trust  we  will  not  only  read  it 
when  It  is  published,  but  study  it,  that  we  may  become  familiar  with 
our  rights  and  privileges  under  the  laws  and  statutes.  I  would 
ask  the  essayist  to  tell  us  what  are  the  difficulties  that  we  have  to 
encounter  in  procuring  evidence  sufficient  to  convict. 

Mr.  Purrington  :  So  far  as  the  difficulties  in  enforcing  the  law 
are  concerned,  I  think  they  are  such  as  I  have  alluded  to  in  speak- 
ing of  prosecutions  in  communities  outside  of  greater  New  York 
and  grow  out  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  neighbors.  There 
has  been  little  difficulty  in  greatfer  New  York.  Many  grand  jurors 
seem  to  feel  that  any  man  has  a  right  to  practice,  especially  if  they 
consider  him  "a  good  fellow,"  as  they  did  in  the  case  of  Barnes, 
for  whom  the  grand  jury  sent,  to  discuss  and  settle  his  own  case. 
So  in  Warsaw,  the  popular  man,  although  clearly  guilty,  was  let 
go  free  by  the  grand  jury  that  indicted  his  accusers.  Wherever 
the  case  is  supposed  to  grow  out  of  rivalry,  the  jury  look  on  it 
with  a  frown.     That  feeling  will  exist  and  is  sometliing  we  cannot 
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help.*  I  do  not  know  that  any  man,  physician  or  lawyer,  can  foresee 
the  result  of  le^al  proceedings.  We  know  that  a  man  who  has 
graduated  in  medicine  is  not  fit  to  do  the  operative  work  of  den- 
tistry, and  yet  the  courts  have  the  position,  that  the  physician  may 
practice  dentistry,  although  the  dentist  may  not  practice  medicine. 
This  has  been  held  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  another  State  and  in 
our  own  State  by  a  police  judge  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  worst  of 
criminals,  who  varied  his  practice  of  dentistry  by  forging  money; 
but  of  course,  as  you  know,  a  police  court  decision  is  not  binding. 
It  was  Celsus  who  said  that  all  parts  of  medicine  are  so  interwoven 
that  you  cannot  separate  them;  and  this  seems  to  me  certain,  that 
the  man  who,  having  qualified  himself  to  practice  medfcine,  special- 
izes himself  in  dentistry,  is  the  proper  man  who  will  not  suffer  from 
the  discrimination  now  made  between  dentists  and  other  medical 
men. 

Dr.  Carr  :  What  is  the  easiest  way  to  prosecute  before  a  magis- 
trate or  a  jury? 

Mr.  PiRRiNGTON :  A  magistrate,  except  the  kind  I  have  men- 
tioned, is  quite  sure  to  follow  the  law  and  convict  its  violation.  He 
has  a  sense  of  individual  responsibility  not  possessed  by  jurors, 
especially  grand  jurors.  Herbert  Spencer  has  pointed  out  in  his 
Essay  of  Railway  Morals,  that  gentlemen  who  individually  would 
scorn  to  steal  the  money  of  others,  do  some  very  odd  things  with 
the  money  of  stockholders,  when  acting  in  a  corporate  capacity 
with  others,  ])y  allowing  many  charges  to  others  and  making  large 
ones  of  their  own.  Each  being  willing  with  the  assent  of  others  to 
take  his  share.  Where  a  body  of  lawyers  would  convict  without 
any  doubt,  a  jur>'  will  bring  in  a  sympathetic  verdict.  The  man 
Walker,  when  taken  before  the  Police  Magistrate  in  Troy,  was 
held.  It  was  the  irresponsible  grand  jury  that  refused  to  indict 
him,  and  upon  evidence  amounting  to  demonstration.  At  the  same 
time — ^this  evil  is  minimized  with  petit  juries-r-and  out  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  prosecutions  we  have  had  only  ten  acquittals, 
and  those  were  cases  wherein — frankly — had  I  been  on  the  jury.  I 
should  have  given  defendant  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

There  vvas  the  case  of — a  man  let  us  call  him  Brown — so  false, 
that  having  sworn  bankruptcy,  that  he  was  not  worth  a  cent,  came 
a  short  while  later  into  a  police  court  and  swore  that  he  was  w^orth 
$2,000,  in  order  to  qualify  on  a  bond.  C)ne  of  his  employees  was 
tried  upon  the  evidence  of  your  agent,  who  swore  to  what  was  true 
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— that  he  stood  at  the  other  side  of  the  street  and  saw  the  accused 
man  practice,  when  the  employer  was  at  his  lunch.  The  employer, 
the  accused  and  one  other  man  swore  this  was  not  so.  The  judge, 
I  know,  believed  the  defense  to  be  perjured;  but  the  judge  does 
not  decide  on  the  facts,  and  the  jury  gave  the  prisoner  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt.  In  the  case  of  Maurice  Randall,  now  a  fugitive,  the 
magistrate  accepted  as  bondsman  one  O'Hayon,  who  swore  that  he 
ow^ned  certain  real  estate,  title  to  which  stood  of  record  in  his  own 
name.  This  was  false,  Randall,  having  fled  for  the  second  time, 
he  is  now  in  Mexico — we  endeavored  to  prosecute  O'Hayon,  who 
is  a  "man  of  influence  in  his  district,"  for  perjury  in  thus  falsely 
swearing.  We  found  that  he  had  made  the  same  false  oath  in 
some  six  other  cases,  and  was  tried  for  perjury  in  one  of  them. 
The  judge  in  that  case,  upon  OTiayon*s  testimony,  that  he  had  con- 
veyed the  house  to  a  creditor  who  had  agreed  to  reconvey  on  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  instructed  the  jury  that  the  facts  showed  a  com- 
mon law  mortgage,  and  as  it  seems,  that  the  false  oath  that  title 
was  in  O'Hayon  was  not  perjury.  The  jury  were  directed  by  the 
court  to  acquit.  I  have  urged  the  district  attorney's  office  to  prose- 
cute the  man  for  perjury  in  our  case;  but,  although  I  telephoned 
there  to-day,  I  could  find  out  nothing  definite  about  the  case. 
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The  Solution  of  Dental  Problems. 


By  H.  D.  hatch,  D.  D.  S.,  Correspondent. 


Your  correspondent  is  an  evolutionist,  and  believes  in  gradual 
change  rather  than  in  new  creations,  en  masse.  Believes  that  we  are 
too  prone  to  look  for  something  new  in  every  journal  and  at  every 
meeting,  when,  perhaps,  the  matter  in  the  last  journal  or  the  essay 
of  the  last  rneeting  remains  undigested  or  unproved. 

Hence  the  title  of  this  report,  which  is  made  by  prefixing  the 
words  "The  Solution  of"  to  the  title  of  the  correspondent's  report  last 
year,  which  was  ''Dental  Problems." 

Dr.  Ottolengui  then  asked  for  ideas  concerning  their  solution, 
but  the  problems  themselves  so  overshadowed  the  last  question  that 
it  did  not  receive  its  share  of  attention. 

Then,  too,  as  committee  on  practice  last  year,  I  corresponded 
upon  several  subjects  pertaining  to  practice,  and  was  appalled  by 
the  lack  of  uniformity,  and  by  the  flat  contradictions  of  men  of  long 
experience  and  reputed  to  be  accurate  observers. 

For  instance,  those  who  thought  oxyphosphate  cement  did,  or 
might,  injure  the  pulp,  numbered  forty-six,  as  against  thirty  who 
thought  it  was  not  injurious.  Of  those  who  thought  it  injurious  and 
gave  a  reason,  fourteen  said  phosphoric  acid  and  two  arsenic. 

All  of  which  led  your  then  committee  on  practice  to  remark  that 
our  cements  needed  looking  into,  as  probably  some  of  the  difference 
in  opinion  arose  from  a  difference  in  the  composition  of  the  various 
cements. 

At  the  same  time  to  urge  the  employment  by  this  society  of  a 
chemist,  to  whom  samples  of  filling  materals  might  be  submitted  for 
analysis. 

The  same  report  closed  with  a  quotation  from  Dr.  Robert  Morris 
of  New  York,  which  seemed  to  us  apropos.  This  was  in  part  as 
follows:  "I  hope  that  another  century  will  see  the  establishment  of^ 
a  medical  court  with  a  judiciary  which  has  no  other  occupation  than 
weighing  evidence  and  giving  rulings  upon  that  large  part  of  medical 
knowledge  which  can  be  classified." 
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Hence  the  following  letter,  which  was  sent  to  some  fifteen  men, 
nearly  all  of  whom  are  eminent  as  original  investigators : 

"As  correspondent  of  this  society,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  gain  the 
views  of  eminent  men  upon  a  selected  subject. 

Will  you  kindly  reply  to  the  following  questions : 

In  our  attempts  to  solve  the  many  problems  now  before  the  pro- 
fession, what  methods  are  best  to  pursue  ? 

Should  each  individual  worker  pay  his  own  expenses  and  do  his 
own  work  in  his  own  way  ? 

Or,  should  commissions  be  established  and  money  furnished  by 
state  and  national  societies  ? 

Would  the  profession  be  advanced  and  more  uniform  practice 
attained  by  the  establishment  of  a  court  or  commission,  containing, 
besides  eminent  practitioners,  judges,  men  of  judicial  minds  and 
training,  who  would  collect  scattered  facts,  weigh  evidence,  and  give 
rulings  upon  disputed  subjects  ?" 

To  this  letter  eleven  replies  have  been  received,  upon  the  quality 
of  which  this  society  is  to  be  congratulated. 

Occasion  is  here  taken  to  publicly  thank  the  writers. 

Dr.  Robert  R.  Andrews  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  writes  as  follows : 

"As  chairman  of  the  Stomatological  Section  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  I  am  really  too  busy  in  preparing  for  its  June 
meeting  to  give  the  lettfer  which  I  have  received  from  you  the  con- 
sideration which  it  should  have.  The  questions  which  you  propose 
seem  to  me  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  future  of  our  profession, 
and  deserve  the  most  careful  consideration,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  receive  from  better  hands  than  mine.  I  regret  that  I  can,  at  this 
time,  give  but  a  brief  reply. 

Among  the  bright  young  men  who  enter  our  profession  from 
the  better  colleges,  there  are  always  a  few  who  have  the  inborn 
faculty  necessary  to  pursue  scientific  investigation  intelligently. 

After  graduating,  most  of  these  men  give  a  large  amount  of  time 
and  money  to  research  work.  They  strive  earnestly  to  solve  any 
scientific  questions  which  appeal  strongly  to  them. 

They  are  earnest,  conscientious  workers,  who  are  not  known 
simply  because  they  are  not  sought  out.  Some  of  them  are  unable 
to  procure,»by  reason  of  the  great  expense,  the  necessary  apparatus 
for  carrying  out  their  work,  and,  since  their  work  is  wholly  in  the 
interests  of  the  profession,  it  seems  only  right  that  some  means 
should  be  found  whereby  such  a  court  or  commission  could  search 
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them  out  and  see  that  proper  and  adequate  apparatus  be  provided. 
A  department  for  research  work  could  be  established  without  great 
trouble  in  all  our  dental- schools,  and  picked  men  under  the  eye  and 
care  of  competent  professors,  could  begin  a  career  of  investigation 
which  might  promise  much  for  our  profession's  future.  If  the 
commission  that  you  speak  of  should  be  established,  with  the 
proper  moral  and  financial  support  of  the  state  and  national  socie- 
ties, these  workers  could  give  a  certain  part  of  their  time  to  the 
research  work  that  should  be  proposed  by  the  court  or  commission. 
And  for  this  they  should  always  receive  adequate  compensation. 

I  believe  that  the  profession  would  be  greatly  advanced  and 
benefited  by  the  creation  of  such  a  body  as  you  proposed  in  your 
letter,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  may  be  established. 

I  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  answer  your  courteous  communica- 
tion so  briefly.    Very  triily  yours,  Robert  R.  Andrews." 

Our  former  secretary.  Dr.  Charles  S.  Butler,  writes : 
"To  your  first  proposition  I  should  say  yes  most  assuredly ;  and 
to  the  second  that  all  contributions  for  investigation  should  be  made 
through  endowment  of  regular  chairs  in  some  one  or  more  of  our 
best  schools,  that  the  effort  may  be  permanent. 

I  can  see  nothing  to  be  gained  by  the  adoption  of  the  third  propo- 
sition. The  purpose  of  the  profession  should  be  toward  endowment 
of  special  chairs  in  our  well-conducted  schools.    Very  sincerely, 

Charles  S.  Butler." 

The  following  letter  is  from  that  venerable  and  venerated  teacher, 
Dr.  James  Truman,  of  Philadelphia : 

**i.  'In  our  attempts  to  solve  the  many  problems  now  before  the 
profession  what  methods  are  best  to  pursue  ?' 

The  question  is  not  sufficiently  definite.  Each  problem  must 
receive  special  attention  and  cannot  be  placed  in  a  mass  and  a  gen- 
eral rule  adopted  for  the  whole.  Some  problems  need  laboratory 
investigation,  others  both  laboratory  and  clinical  observation,  and 
others  again  require  therapeutic  examination  in  clinics.  Each  of 
these  methods  may  be  used  separately,  or  combined.  My  own  view 
is  that  the  solution  must  largely  depend  upon  individual  effort  and 
the  value  placed  by  the  person  upon  results  obtained. . 

2.  'Should  each  individual  worker  pay  his  own  expenses  and  do 
his  own  work  in  his  own  way  T 
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Two  questions  are  here  involved.  It  will  depend  entirely  upon 
the  individual  whether  he  should  meet  his  own  expenses. 

He  must  first  prove  his  capability,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by 
making  many  elaborate  investigations  and,  measurably,  proving 
certain  abstruse  points.  Having  thus  established  a  certain  reputa^ 
tion  and  inspired  a  degree  of  confidence,  then  some  society  should 
relieve  him  of  the  burden  of  cost.  •  His  work  is  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  and  the  entire  dental  body  should  assist  in  the  expense  to 
which  he  is  necessarily  involved  in  the  solution  of  the  problems 
undertaken.  For  this  purpose  each  society  should  have  a  separate 
fund.  A  siinilar  action  to  this  was  taken  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
National  Dental  Association,  and  it  is  worthy  of  universal  adoption. 

The  investigator  must  do  his  work  in  his  own  way.  The  matter 
to  be  solved  is  a  problem,  and  a  problem  presupposes  universal 
ignorance  and  hence  no  one  can  propose  any  method  without,  in  a 
measure,  impinging  upon  the  right  of  original  enquiry. 

3.  'Should  commissions  be  established  and  money  furnished  by 
state  and  national  societies  ?' 

Commissions  are  not  usually  productive  of  good  results,  for  the 
reason  that  to  secure  the  greatest  benefit  investigations  must  be 
individualized,  for  otherwise  their  value  may  be  altogether  destroyed 
by  a  lack  of  centralization  of  ideas. 

In  the  end  the  work  of  a  commission  is  usually  done  by  the 
separate  effort  of  one  or  two  men.  The  money,  in  my  opinion,  will 
be  more  satisfactorily  used  if  given  by  state  or  ftational  organizations 
through  a  committee  with  supervisory  powers  over  individual  ef- 
forts.   Yours  truly,  James  Truman." 

Dr.  W.  D.  Miller  of  Berlin,  whose  work  in  pure  science  has  done 
much  to  place  our  profession  on  a  high  plane  among  the  learned 
professions,  answers  the  question,  "Should  each  individual  worker 
pay  his  own  expenses,  and  do  his  own  work  in  his  own  way  ?"  thus, 
**Yes,  but  assistance  rendered  such  workers  is  always  very  welcome 
and  desirable." 

To  the  question,  "Should  commissions  be  established  and  money 
furnished,"  etc.,  Dr.  Miller  says,  "That  is  all  right,  so  far  as  the 
money  is  concerned,  but  such  commissions  should  not  be  allowed 
to  hamper  the  private  worker  by  imposing  any  restrictions  upon  his 
perfect  freedom." 

With  regard  to  the  idea  of  a  court  to  weigh  evidence,  give  rulings, 
etc..  Dr.  Miller  says,  "I  have  very  little  faith  in  such  a  commission, 
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if  it  did  not  consist  of  trained  workers  it  would  probably  make  a 
frightful  mess  of  things." 

Our  esteemed  president,  Dr.  John  I.  Hart,  writes  briefly  thus : 
"I  think  the  ideal  conditions  would  be  to  have  in  each  large  city 
a  laborator}'  where  men  might  delve  and  experiment  as  free  lances ; 
to  select  from  these  workers  those  who  gave  evidence  of  special 
ability,  to  work  out  definite  problems.  I  think  the  laboratories  shouM 
be  supported  by  the  state  and  the  individual  investigator  into  special 
problems  should  be  selected  by  a  committee  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation and  the  individual  should  have  recompense  from  the  national 
body. 

I  think  this  would  be  an  equitable  division  of  the  expense,  it 
would  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  two  or  more  individuals  dupli- 
cating each  other's  labors,  and  would  keep  men  in  training  all  the 
time  to  take  up  problems  that  are  constantly  presenting  themselves 
and  might  be  the  means  of  solving  for  all  time  some  of  present  dis- 
puted ones.    Cordially  yours,  John  I.  Hart." 

Dr.  J.  Nutting  Farrar,  whose  great  work  in  orthodontia  will  al- 
ways stand  pre-eminent,  expresses  himself  as  follows: 

"You  ask  the  broad  question :  Should  a  commission  be  chosen 
and  paid  for  solving  professional  problems,  or  would  it  be  better  for 
individuals,  as  individuals,  to  do  such  work. 

In  my  studies  (largely  devoted  to  scientific  lines)  I  have  found 
tliat  the  greatest  f)rogTess  made  has  been  through  individual  efforts 
and  not  by  commissions.  While  I  say  this,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  mis- 
understood in  regard  to  commissions,  which  are  of  the  greatest 
value  in  political  and  military  matters,  and  in  adjusting  some  of  the 
mixed  questions  of  the  day,  but  in  scientific  lines  pertaining  to  medi- 
cine, and  its  various  branches,  and  even  in  digging  into  any  of  the 
more  or  less  obscure  problems  of  matter  and  its  bearings  upon  life, 
their  relations  and  consequences;  the  individual  has  always  been 
the  "wheel"  that  has  led  to  the  greatest  developments  for  moving 
the  world  of  thought,  especially  when  marshaled  by  natural-born 
"generalizers,"  such  as  Spenser,  Huxley,  Mills  and  Darwin.  Great 
minds  work  the  best  alone  in  their  specialties,  and  their  results  are 
also  best  generalized  and  rounded  into  the  great  whole  by  the  gen- 
eralizer  himself. 

These  facts,  and  combinations  of  facts,  may  be  of  great  benefit 
to  any  profession,  or  its  branches,  by  open  debates  in  societies  and 
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conventions,  but  seldom  are  they  satisfactorily  settled  there.  Re- 
garding expenses,  I  have  always  thought  that  when  a  mind  has  been 
found  that  has  great  faculty  for  diving  deeply  into  any  line  of 
valuable  treasure  yet  unsolved,  that  mind  should  not  be  prevented 
from  accomplishing  its  purpose  by  financial  hamper.  Scientific  minds 
are  seldom  great  in  financial  lines,  and  often  nothing  at  all,  and  there- 
fore as  their  labors  are  for  the  general  good,  it  should  be  seen  that 
there  be  no  hamper  in  the  path  of  such  great  thinkers.  I  long  to 
see  some  way  established  by  which  these  few  minds,  born  fitted  to 
(disinterestedly)  work  out  the  hidden  and  undeveloped  mines  in  the 
various  phenomena  of  creation,  may  feel  free  from  vexations  con- 
sequent to  physical  support,  called  the  "bread  and  cheese"  necessity. 
While  commissions  and  committees  have  their  value,  I  do  not  see 
how  such  bodies  are  to  be  selected  from  great  scientific  minds  who 
are  peculiarly  averse  to  public  positions  through  modesty.  Very  re- 
spectfully, J.  N.  Farrar." 

Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer,  for  whom  we  all  have  the  most  profound  re- 
spect and  who  has  honored  this  society  by  his  helpful  presence  for 
so  many  years,  sends  us  the  following : 

"The  answer  to  your  questions  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a 
commission,  whereby  to  establish  a  more  uniform  dental  practice, 
calls  for  discussion  from  two  distinct  phases  of  the  subject. 

First,  the  object  seems  to  be  to  improve  practice,  which,  if  done 
effectually,  must  be  done  upon  a  scientific  basis. 

As  this  appears  upon  the  surface,  the  idea  of  a  commission  or 
appointment  of  judges  is  right  and  commendable.  But  the  present 
accepted  definition  of  dental  science  is  so  restricted  and  physically 
defined  as  to  admit  of  no  investigation  or  discovery  that  cannot 
be  demonstrated  by  experiments,  or  recorded  in  tables  satisfactory  to 
the  senses. 

This  limitation  has  often  been  cited  within  the  last  decade,  in  dis- 
cussions relative  to  evolution  in  science,  which  embraces  what  has 
recently  been  called  the  "chemistry  of  organized  life,"  claiming  that 
neuroses  is  a  disease  that  affects  the  condition  of  rendering  them 
more  susceptible  to  caries  at  various  periods. 

It  is  evident  that  dental  science  is  on  the  eve  of  evolution.  As 
the  present  teaching  and  general  belief  gives  expression  it  would  be 
a  menace  to  evcJution  in  this  one  particular  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion.    It  might  be  difficult  to  find  half  a  dozen  leading  minds  who 
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would  care  to  investigate  such  claims ;  such  has  been  the  history  in 
past  years.  In  this  particular  a  commission  would  not  get  at  the 
facts  needed.  Dental  practice  is  constantly  changing,  and  most 
of  the  beneficial  ideas  came  from  individuals  who  knew  best  how 
to  develop  and  introduce  these  productions  to  practice.  Better  re- 
sults are  obtained  by  individual  thinking,  than  by  giving  over  im- 
mature conceptions  to  other  minds,  to  mould  into  forms  according  to 
their  ideas. 

A  commission  would  report  what  in  its  judgment  would  best 
promote  practice.    Possibly  some  valuable  facts  might  be  left  out. 

There  would  be  less  stimulant  to  young  men  to  act  independently. 
Unification  in  practice  would  soon  establish  boundary  lines  as  arbi- 
trarily as  those  observed  by  denominational  church  creeds. 

Progress  in  operative  dentistry  is  conducted  upon  thought  and 
perseverance.  Elements  of  this  nature  are  neutralized  when  they  are 
compounded  with  those  differing  from  them. 

Quite  unlike  stock  investments,  where  each  dollar  retains  its 
value,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  invite  all  to  bring  forward  the 
scattered  facts  and  present  them  to  a  commission  of  the  whole  that 
each  might  judge  individually,  rather  than  to  have  any  facts  cast 
aside  by  appointed  judges  who  might  conscientiously  deem  them 
unworthy  of  discussion.  Science  in  practice  will  be  advanced  by 
stimulating  individual  thought  and  action,  both  to  present  new  truths 
and  to  educate  minds  to  receive  them.    Very  truly, 

S.  B.  Palmer." 

Dr.  J.  Foster  Flagg,  the  leader  of  the  "New  Departure  Corps,'' 
answers  the  questions  thus : 

"I  do  not  know  that  anything  I  could  even  give  suggestively 
would  help  you  in  the  least.  'What  methods  are  best  to  solve  the 
problems  ?'    Ans. :    The  Lord  only  knows. 

Should  each  worker  pay  his  own  expenses,  etc.  ?  Ans. :  That  is 
the  way  I  have  done. 

Should  commissions  be  established  and  money  furnished  ? 

Why  not? 

Would  the  profession  be  advanced  by  a  court  of  rulings?  I  think 
the  bench  would  be  six  guilty  and  six  not  guilty  on  every  method, 
for  I  do  not  know  of  one  practice  or  one  method  the  value  of  which 
cannot  easily  be  decided  by  clinical  experience,  and  yet  the  opinion 
as  to  "worthy"  or  "unworthy"  is  quite  equally  balanced. 
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What  are  we  going  to  do  about  it?  Isn't  that  Yankee?  as  I  am 
answering  your  questions  by  asking  another?    Thine  hopefully, 

J.  Foster  Flagg." 

Dr.  Eugene  S.  Talbot,  the  well-known  writer  and  original  in- 
vestigator, writes  as  follows  : 

"In  answer  to  your  questions,  I  shall  simply  deal  with  historical 
results.  Where  science  is  free  and  untrammeled  by  government  or 
social  conditions  it  has  done  the  best  work. 

In  medicine,  in  geology,  biology  and  in  pathology,  enthusiastic 
individual  workers  carefully  trained,  have  at  their  own  expense 
added  most  to  advance.  Commissions  established  by  the  state  have 
always  given  extremely  misleading  results,  which  require  rigid  crit- 
ical analysis  since  matter  extraneous  to  science  have  dominated  their 
work.  The  prize  essay  system  has  seriously  damaged  science,  since 
social  and  college  clique  elements  have  crowned  the  products  of  de- 
fective brains.  The  so-called  judicial  system  in  actual  operation  in 
the  courts  substitutes  the  dictum  of  an  egotistic  politician  for  the 
results  of  free  discussion  implied  in  the  very  name  of  science.  Re- 
placement of  free  discussion  by  a  so-called  judicial  tribunal  has  al- 
ways fossilized  science.  The  inquisition  was  such  a  tribunal.  Science 
is  a  matter  of  growth,  and  hence  in  it  no  disputed  question  can  be 
settled  by  a  ruling.  An  English  clique  of  literati  and  sciolistic 
scientists,  headed  by  a  sciolistic  pretender  named  Dr.  Lardner,  made 
themselves  judges  of  all  disputed  questions  in  science  and  attempted 
to  prove  that  steam  navigation  was  impossible.  The  encyclopaedia 
published  by  this  clique  had  hardly  issued  from  the  press  when  the 
first  steamship  reached  the  shores  of  America.  Commissions,  ju- 
dicial or  otherwise,  would  simply  repeat  this  blunder.    Very  truly, 

E.  S.  Talbot." 

Dr.  F.  W.  Low  of  Buffalo,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  much 
good  work  along  bacteriological  lines,  gives  his  ideas  as  follows : 

"Besides  'the  many  problems  now  before  the  profession'  new 
ones  are  arising  every  year.  Those  that  a  competent  cc^mmittee  of 
the  National  Dental  Association  may  elect  to  investigate  first,  should 
be  by  them  turned  over  to  a  single  investigator  known  by  them  to 
be  a  worker  by  exact  methods  and  to  be  possessed  of  superior 
knowledge,  say  of  chemistry,  bacteriology,  or  of  applied  physics,  as 
the  problem  to  be  solved  may  require.  A  liberal  allowance  both  for 
time  and  expense  should  be  made.    It  would  not  be  safe  to  let  every 
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theorist  feel  that  he  could  make  investigations  and  then  ask  for  re- 
imbursement, therefore  the  man  who  begins  should  pay  his  ozvfi 
expense. 

The  expense  borne  by  the  National  Dental  Association  should  be 
only  for  investigations  to  verify  or  disprove  the  discoverer's  claim. 

I  speak  somewhat  as  one  having  had  experience.  My  investiga- 
tions regarding  dental  instrument  and  dental  instrument  case  sterili- 
zation by  formaldehyde  fumigation,  which  you  commented  upon  in 
your  report  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  practice  last  year,  cost 
me  $90.00,  and  recently  in  order  to  qualify  myself  to  speak  before 
the  Buffalo  Dental  Association  on  the  same  subject,  I  paid  for 
culture  tubes  something  over  $7.00  more,  but  the  man  who  is  se- 
curely mounted  on  his  favorite  hobby  will  not  stop  for  such  small 
considerations,  and  he  ought  to  feel  satisfied  when  he  has  'thrown 
down  the  gauntlet  to  the  dental  world,'  if,  with  its  taking  up,  his 
burden  ceases. 

Concerning  your  third  question,  I  am  so  much  in  doubt  that  I 
will  not  attempt  to  answer.    Very  sincerely,      Frank  W.  Low." 

Our  esteemed  Vice  President,  Dr.  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  has  sent  the 
following : 

"It  is  difficult  to  answer  all  your  questions  separately  and  not  to 
resort  to  a  possible  repetition. 

It  has  been  my  view  for  years,  and  it  is  so  recorded  in  the  minutes 
of  the  state  society,  that  the  dental  society  should  create  a  fund,  the 
income  therefor  to  be  used  for  scientific  investigations. 

True  it  is  that  the  eminent  investigators  of  the  past  have  paid 
their  own  expenses.  Equally  true  it  is  that  the  remuneration  for 
their  labor  was  extremely  small.  It  is  also  true  that  the  present 
time  has  very  few  original  workers  in  the  field  of  dental  science. 
It  is  not  because  all  scientific  questions  in  dentistry  are  solved  to 
our  satisfaction,  nor  is  it  because  we  have  not  men  of  the  necessary- 
intellectual  qualifications. 

The  time  in  which  we  live  does  not  only  demand  results  of  our 
labor,  but  it  demands  substantial  results. 

The  investigator  in  the  chemical  laboratory,  the  inventor  in  the 
electric  shop,  receives  a  probable  compensation  for  his  achieve- 
ments, which  serves  as  a  great  stimulant  aside  from  the  innate 
desire. 

What  does  the  dental  investigator  receive?  The  thanks  of  pos- 
terity. 
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I  do  not  desire  to  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  that 
no  scientific  investigations -can  be  made  without  a  bank  check  in  sight. 
Alas,  poor  science,  if  that  were  true. 

The  great  achievements  of  our  original  investigators  have  not 
yielded  th#m  anything  commensurate  for  the  time  they  spent,  nor 
any  equivalent  for  the  general  good  the  profession  has  received. 

The  dental  profession  is  an  ungrateful  profession  in  this  respect, 
and  I  apprehend  that  many  minds  and  hands  remain  bound  to  the 
grinding  stone  for  that  reason,  instead  of  using  their  Promethean 
spark  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  profession  at  large. 

If  the  dental  profession  would  create  a  fund,  select  a  body  of  able 
men,  who  again  would  choose  the  proper  workers  for  their  respective 
fields,  I  believe  that  a  great  many  scientifically  able  men  would  gladly 
lay  aside  their  operating  instruments,  which  mean  to  them  bread 
and  butter,  and  throw  their  soul  and  energy  where  by  natural  apti- 
tude and  destination  it  should  always  have  been. 

Our  investigators  would  then  be  in  the  enviable  position  that 
the  famous  chemist  Bunsen  was  in,  ,when  he  invented  the  Bunsen 
burner.  His  friends  told  him  that  it  might  bring  him  millions. 
With  his  child-like  smile  he  answered :  *My  inventions  belong  to 
the  people,  the  state  pays  for  my  work.'    Yours  truly, 

R.  H.  HOFHEINZ." 

The  last  letter  which  I  have  to  present  to  you  is  from  the  pen 
of  that  well-known  author  and  clear  thinker,  Dr.  C.  N.  Johnson,  of 
Chicago.: 

*'Replying  in  brief  to  your  questions  I  will  say  that  while  in  the 
past  most  of  our  advance  in  the  way  of  research  has  been  made 
through  the  medium  of  the  individual  worker  and  at  his  own  ex- 
pense— except  in  so  far  as  recompense  has  come  from  the  payment 
for  articles  along  original  lines  in  our  most  progressive  dental  jour- 
nals— ^yet  it  would  seem  high  time  for  the  experiment  to  be  made 
of  having  commissions  appointed  for  the  investigation  of  disputed 
questions,  and  these  paid  by  contributions  from  the  state  and  national 
societies. 

It  has  been  proved  beyond  question  that  we  cannot  look  with 
any  degree  of  hope  upon  a  plan  to  raise  money  for  original  research 
by  popular  subscriptions  among  the  professions.  Such  an  idea 
was  suggested  a  few  years  ago  by  a  writer  in  a  prominent  journal, 
but  the  matter  fell  almost  literally  flat.  I  very  well  remember  having 
written  the  editor  at  the  time  signifying  my  desire  to  be  placed  with 
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those  who  would  contribute  to  such  a  fund,  and  having  heard  from 
him  subsequently  that  he  had  received  one  other  communication  of 
a  similar  character.  This  does  not  imply  that  the  entire  profession 
are  illiberal,  but  that  such  a  plan  does  not  appeal  to  them.  The 
proper  function  of  society  funds  outside  of  the  expen^^  accounts 
would  seem  to  be  the  development  of  scientific  research,  and  there 
are  assuredly  many  questions  in  dentistry  to-day  which  need  solving, 
and  which  lacking  solution,  must  leave  the  profession  to  that  degree 
disgraced. 

I  have  said  that  it  was  time  to  try  the  experiment  of  submitting 
these  questions  to  commissions,  by  which  I  mean  to  imply  that  to 
my  mind  it  will  prove  an  experiment,  and  I  am  not  at  all  certain 
that  even  if  commissions  are  appointed  they  will  be  more  effective 
than  have  individual  workers  following  their  own  bent. 

The  whole  secret  in  scientific  research  lies  in  individual  en- 
thusiasm in  looking  for  facts,  coupled  with  the  persistence  to  plod : 
and  these  are  qualities  which  must  be  inherent  in  the  investigator  and 
which  are  not  likely  to  be  found  existing  uniformly  in  any  commis- 
sion— nor  can  they  be  imparted  to  a  commission. 

But  I  still  think  the  experiment  worth  trying. 

The  idea  of  establishing  a  court  for  the  unification  of  practice, 
composed  of  eminent  men  in  the  profession,  together  with  men  hav- 
ing judicial  minds  outside  of  it,  would  seem  to  me  to  be  wholly 
impracticable.  A  man  may  be  an  able  jurist  and  renowned  for 
his  breadth  of  intellect,  and  yet,  without  a  special  training  which 
such  a  man  could  not  afford  to  submit  to,  he  would  be  totally  un- 
qualified to  sit  in  judgment  upon  a  matter  pertaining  to  dental  prac- 
tice. We  need  judicial  minds  in  dentistry,  but  it  will  be  more  potent 
and  profitable  to  develop  this  quality  among  our  own  profession  than 
to  attempt  to  develop  dental  discrimination  in  men  outside  of  it. 
Yours  fraternally,  C.  N.  Johnson." 

This,  Mr.  President,  completes  our  list  of  letters.  Please  allow  a 
few  suggestions  from  your  correspondent. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  sum  up  the  preceding  papers,  but  nearly 
all  agree  that  the  time  is  ripe  to  supplement  unaided  individual  eflFort 
by  organized  effort  of  some  kind.  Just  what  that  kind  will  be  is 
hard  to  determine  at  present. 

Our  idea  is  to  commence.     Do  the  thing  that  we  can  do,  and 
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that  we  are  sure  is  right,  no;iv,  and  from  that  beginning  will  grow 
a  system  sufficient  for  our  needs. 

Let  us  cc«nmence  by  employing  an  analytical  chemist,  whose 
services  will  be  controlled  by  a  committee  chosen  by  this  society; 
the  committee  and  the  chemist  to  stand  in  the  same  relation  to 
the  society  as  the  law  committee  and  its  attorney  do  now. 

The  committee,  by  keeping  accurate  records,  could  prevent  dupli- 
cate work,  and  by  using  good  judgment  could,  at  not  very  large 
expense,  acquire  facts  about  filling  materials,  mouth  washes,  den- 
tifrices, etc.,  which  we  ought  to  know  for  obvious  reasons. 

The  next  year  a  bacteriologist  might  be  added,  and  the  scope 
of  the  committee  enlarged ;  and  so  on  until  we  had  secured  a  com- 
mittee with  the  necessary  expert  helpers  to  undertake  work  of  a  more 
intricate  nature. 

The  time  has  gone  by  when  one  man  can  know  everything,  and 
the  time  has  come  when  we  must  rely  upon  experts,  each  in  his  par- 
ticular field. 

There  is  no  dentist  who  makes  his  living  by  operative  work  who 
knows  more  than  the  rudiments  of  chemistry. 

It  is  impossible  for  him  to  do  both  and  work  at  the  chair  day 
after  day. 

If  a  dentist  undertakes  to  do  both,  either  one  or  the  other  must 
suflfer. 

Dr.  Kirk  said  last  year  that  he  would  not  have  much  faith  in  the 
results  of  work  done  for  a  pecuniary  reward.  I  would  have  less 
faith  in  the  accuracy  of  work  done  at  night  (after  a  long  day  of 
tedious  and  nerve-trying  dental  operating)  with  a  few  poor  home- 
made appliances. 

Because  a  man  takes  pay  for  what  he  does  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  he  does  the  work  for  the  pay. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  whether  a  man  ought  to  work  for  nothing, 
but  rather  of  whether  he  can  work  for  nothing. 

I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  associated  with  a  dentist  who  spent 
his  nights,  his  Sundays  and  his  holidays  working  at  bacteriology  and 
microscopy. 

After  four  years  of  such  work  he  told  me  that  he  had  done  just 
enough  to  find  out  that  one  could  know  nothing  of  bacteriology  unless 
he  spent  his  entire  time  at  it. 

And  so  we  may  say  that  the  time  has  gone  by  when  a  dentist 
of  ordinary  means  (and  he  would  not  be  a  dentist  if  he  were  pos- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


152  TRANSACTIONS   OF  THE    DENTAL   SOCIETY 

sessed  of  great  wealth)  can  accomplish  much  in  the  way  of  scientific 
work  without  financial  aid. 

Let  each  of  the  more  progressive  state  societies  undertake  some 
work,  each  knowing  what  the  other  is  doing,  and  all  report  to  the 
national  society. 

There  might  be  appointed  by  that  society  a  committee  or  com- 
mission, who  would  undertake  to  codify  and  correlate  the  facts, 
making  them  stand  in  their  proper  relation  to  each  other,  for  facts 
are  not  science  until  so  related  and  codified. 

Again,  every  important  work  done  by  the  individual  worker 
should  be  gone  over  carefully,  not  only  as  to  details  and  methods, 
but  the  conclusions  also,  for  these  are  apt  to  be  most  at  fault,  and 
we  are  sorry  to  say,  are  apt  to  be  the  only  part  of  the  published  work 
which  is  read. 

Not  every  phenomena  following  a  given  incident  was  caused  by 
that  incident. 

The  following  squib,  clipped  from  the  Chicago  Tribune,  illus- 
trates this  admirably : 

"Eminent  foreign  scientists  have  found  out  that  a  grasshopper's 
ears  are  in  its  legs." 

*'How  did  they  ascertain  that?" 

"They  put  a  *hopper'  on  a  board  and  tapped  the  board  gently." 

"Well?" 

"The  creature  hopped  away.  Then  they  cut  off  its  legs,  put  it 
on  the  board  again,  and  tapped  the  board  as  before,  and  it  didn't 
hop  away.    It  couldn't  hear  the  tap,  you  see." 

"Gosh,  what  a  wonderful  thing  science  is  ?" 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  our  report.  It  is  submitted  hoping  that 
it  will  bear  some  fruit  other  than  mere  discussion. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNz:  I  am  sorr>'  time  does  not  permit  of  a  detailed 
discussion.  The  Correspondent's  report  began  with  the  question 
of  cements.  I  wish  I  had  a  hundred  tongues  to  recommend  to 
you  Dr.  Ames'  oxyphosphate  of  copper,  to  use  when  you  have  a 
hypersensitive  cavity  to  fill,  where  you  are  not  able  to  do  anything 
with  any  other  medicament,  and  where  you  are  not  going  to  use 
cataphoresis  as  has  been  stated.  It  makes  no  difference,  in  my  mind, 
how  much  the  State,  or  any  individual,  or  any  corporation,  will 
pay  for  some  work  of  some  men,  if  there  is  an  innate  desire  for 
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scientific  work  in  man  he  will  do  it,  whether  he  gets  paid  for  it, 
or  not.  Shakespeare,  in  literature,  or  Bach  in  music,  would  be 
impossible  to-day,  because  a  great  man,  as  soon  as  he  has  written 
or  said  a  thing,  is  criticised  by  millions  and  millions  almost  im- 
mediately, and  that  very  criticism  influences  his  mind,  which  was 
not  the  case  with  Shakespeare,  or  Homer,  or  Bach.  There  was  a 
time  when  a  savant,  or  scientific  man,  was  satisfied  with  his  little 
room  saturated  with  kerosene  oil  smoke;  but  to-day  a  scientist 
demands  a  parlor,  a  bed-room,  a  sitting-room  and  a  bath-room, 
and  expects  them  all  to  be  lighted  with  electricity.  He  has  a  right 
to  demand  remuneration,  that  is  given  to  the  others;  and  why 
should  not  the  dental  investigator  receive  it  as  well  as  the  chemist 
who  receives  it  from  large  corporations?  It  is  for  the  State  to 
do  that,  but  with  our  democratic  institutions,  that  probably  will 
be  very  far  oflf.  As  a  happy  compromise,  the  societies  at  large  ought 
to  create  a  fund  for  that  very  purpose,  which  will  stimulate  men 
who  are  to-day  obliged  to  work  for  their  bread  and  butter,  devoting 
their  time  to  routine  work  for  the  sake  of  the  mighty  dollar. 

There  are  a  gieat  many  cases  of  irregularity,  and  I  have  just 
taken  the  casts  of  two  with  supernumerary  teeth  in  place,  which 
may  be  interesting  to  some  to  see.  This  cast  here  should  also 
have  a  deciduous  cuspid,  but  it  is  lost.     (Models  were  passed.) 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Practice. 


By  a.  R.  COOKE,  D.  D.  S.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


The  twentieth  century  opens  with  full  promise  of  advancement 
in  both  the  study  and  practice  of   dentistry. 

We  pride  ourselves,  with  cause,  upon  the  achievements  of  our 
first  century  of  existence;  we  point  with  pleasure  to  the  develop- 
ment of  our  profession  from  a  trade  of  modest  pretensions  to  an 
honored  place  in  the  world  of  learning. 

This  report  being  confined  to  the  practice  of  the  art,  we  shall 
limit  our  remarks  to  that  department. 

The  practice  of  any  art  depends  upon  an  accurate  knowledge 
and  application  of  scientific  laws  formulated  by  careful  study.  In 
pro|X)rtion  as  such  accuracy  and  knowledge  are  applied  in  practice, 
are  we  carrying  out  the  fundamental  laws  of  our  profession.  It 
is,  therefore,  a  great  satisfaction  to  note  improvements  in  instru- 
ments, materials  and  appliances  of  precision. 

This  is  an  age  of  precision.  The  refinements  of  modern  science 
are  truly  marvelous. 

Accuracy  of  statement,  of  manipulation  and  of  method  has  been 
greatly  advanced  by  the  investigation  of  the  physical  properties  of 
materials  in  daily  use.  The  preparation  of  cavities,  the  instrumenta- 
.tion  involved  in  their  filling,  and  the  choice  of  materials,  have 
received  careful  attention  during  the  year.  Drs.  Black,  Miller, 
Williams,  Peck,  and  many  others,  have  added  to  our  knowledge  in 
these  lines. 

Notable  advances  have  been  made  in  oral  surgery,  and  our 
specialists  in  this  line  are  to  be  commended  for  the  success  of  their 
operations.  However,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  there 
is  danger  of  overdoing  this  class  of  practice.  What  have  been 
considered  simple  operations,  involving  treatment  in  the  usual 
course  of  dentistry,  are  too  often  made  subjects  of  surgical  opera- 
tive procedure.  It  is  not  that  the  results  are  not  beneficial,  but 
that  the  same  result  might  have  been  secured  by  proper  dental 
treatment  supplemented  by  the  processes  of  nature. 
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By  all  means  let  us  have  surgical  interference  when  necessary, 
but  do  not  let  it  be  carried  to  the  extreme. 

The  point  in  question  was  recognized  by  the  late  Prof.  Garretson 
when  he  said  that  the  "chief  aim  of  his  life  had  become  the  preven- 
tion of  unnecessary  oral  surgery  operatfons." 

The  "Surgical  Treatment  of  Palatal  Defects"  was  the  title  of 
the  most  important  paper  presented  before  the  International  Den- 
tal Congress.  Dr.  Brophy  clearly  outlined  his  present  system  of 
operation  in  this  class  of  cases,  and  gave  a  summary  of  results 
which  is  highly  satisfactory,  and  which  received  unstinted  praise 
from  European  specialists.  The  paper  in  full  should  be  carefully 
studied  by  every  member  of  the  profession. 

This  operation,  properly  performed,  promises  relief  for  a  class 
of  cases  which  has  long  puzzled  the  medical  fraternity,  and  which 
has  proven  a  cause  of  anxiety  to  the  dental  specialist  in  his  effort 
to  correct  the  same  mechanically. 

Several  methods  of  rapid  anaesthetizing  and  removal  of  the 
dental  pulp  have  been  presented  and  are  finding  acceptance. 

The  first  with  which  we  are  familiar  consists  practically  of  an 
injection  of  cocaine  solution  into  the  pulp  tissue. 

A  slight  exposure  having  been  secured,  the  blunt  point  of  a 
hypodermic  syringe  is  carefully  inserted  and  slight  pressure  made 
upon  the  piston,  forcing  more  or  less  of  the  solution  into  the  pulp 
chamber. 

A  second  method  was  devised  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Morton,  in  which 
the  exposure  is  secured  as  before.  After  removal  of  the  debris  from 
the  cavity,  by  syringing  with  tepid  water,  an  application  of  cocaine 
hydrochlorate  dissolved  in  formaldehyde  is  applied.  Over  this  a 
small  piece  of  amadou  is  placed  and  the  entire  cavity  filled  with 
unvulcanized  rubber.  Pressure  upon  this  mass  of  rubber  is  made 
with  a  flat  or  blunt  pointed  instrument  forcing  the  solution  as  before 
into  the  pulp.    Anaesthesia  is  complete. 

Carbolic  acid  may  be  used  as  a  menstruum,  the  mixture  con- 
sisting largely  of  cocaine  and  having  the  consistence  of  thin  syrup. 
Frwn  personal  experience  we  can  say  that  the  latter  method  is 
successful — easily  performed  and  is  less  troublesome  than  the  use  of 
a  syringe. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  National  Dental  Association,  Dr.  E.  T. 
Darby  advocated  a  similar  process,  substituting  equal  parts  of  car- 
bolic acid  and  chloroform  for  the  previous-named  anaesthetics.    The 
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exposed  pulp  is  first  touched  with  carbolic,  when  the  blunt  point 
of  an  abscess  syringe  is  inserted  into  the  pulp  chamber  and  pres- 
sure made  by  means  of  the  piston.  This  involves  the  filling  of  the 
cavity  with  temporary  stopping  around  the  canula  of  the  syringe. 
Two  to  three  drops  of  the  solution  produce  anaesthesia.  We  shall 
not  discuss  the  theory  of  this  operation,  as  thgt  properly  comes 
under  other  departments. 

It  is  well  that  the  porcelain  inlay  process  has  not  found  gen- 
eral acceptance  and  practice  throughout  the  State.  Like  all  other 
artistic  operations,  it  requires,  for  its  successful  practice,  peculiar 
ability  and  a  rare  judgment  in  the  selection  of  cases. 

The  preparation  of  the  cavity,  the  forming  of  the  matrix,  the 
selection  and  manipulation  of  material,  and  the  fusing  of  the  inlay 
differ  much  in  detail  from  our  accepted  ideas  of  practice  and  require 
special  training. 

That,  porcelain  work  in  all  forms  has  come*  to  stay,  is  too  trite 
to  dispute,  but  we  are  not  prepared  to  accept  it  as  advocated  by  its 
extreme  exponents. 

Porcelain  crown  work  has  many  advantages  which  have  been 
ably  presented  before  this  society  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Capon,  and  before 
other  societies,  and  in  recent  publications  by  Dr.  H.  J.  Goslee,  of 
Chicago.  The  specimens  exhibited  challenge  the  admiration  of 
every  one  who  has  essayed  this  class  of  work. 

The  questions  of  strength,  permanence  and  possibility  of  repair, 
demand  consideration. 

High  grade  bodies,  or  more  properly  high  fusing  porcelain,  is 
preferred  on  account  of  strength  and  small  amount  of  shrinkage. 

Our  experience  with  cataphoresis  may  be  repeated  if  the  fad 
becomes  general. 

In  this  connection  it  might  be  well  to  consider  the  old  quota- 
tion "Be  not  the  first  by  whom  the  new  is  tried,  nor  yet  the  last  to 
lay  the  old  aside." 

It  has  been  reported  that  second-hand  cataphoresis  apparatus 
can  be  purchased  very  cheaply — that  the  process  is  a  failure  and 
should  have  no  place  in  practice.  Be  this  as  it  may,  cataphoresis 
finds  some  adherents  who  derive  substantial  benefit  for  both  patient 
and  operator. 

If  our  early  efforts  in  this  line  had  been  attended  by  the  more 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  application  of  the  electric  current  to  the 
teeth  which  we  now  possess,  we  should  have  had  less  failures  to 
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record.  Our  instruments,  too,  would  have  been  constructed  upon 
better  principles  and  would  have  given  more  uniform  results. 

Undue  haste  to  accept  anything  new  which  promises  easy  and 
quick  returns,  has  been  the  bane  of  dentistry  and  the  source  of  much 
profit  to  the  instrument  makers. 

In  the  last  number  of  our  "State  Transactions,"  you  will  find 
a  paper  by  Dr.  F.  Milton  Smith,  entitled  "A  Plea  for  Less  of  Crown 
Work  and  More  of  Good  Gold  Fillings."  The  essay  not  being  read 
in  Convention,  received  no  discussion,  although  the  deductions  are 
pertinent. 

It  has  been  said  that  modem  crown  work  has  done  more  than 
all  else  to  lower  the  standard  of  operative  dentistry,  and  your  com- 
mittee is  much  inclined  to  the  same  opinion. 

Certainly  no  specialty  has  ever  been  so  much  overdone. 

Cases  requiring  care  and  much  time  in  preparation  and  filling 
are  so  easily  treated  with  ill-fitting,  poorly-made  gold  caps,  for 
which  a  fair  fee  is  readily  collected,  that  the  filling  of  these  cavities 
with  gold  is  being  neglected. 

The  unsightliness  of  the  gold  crown  is  the  least  objection  to  the 
practice,  as  your  committee  considers  a  well  filled  tooth  with  living 
pulp  vastly  superior  to  one  with  the  average  crown  and  possibly 
putrescent  pulp. 

I  quote  the  following  from  the  essay  in  question :  "In  the  judg- 
ment of  your  essayist,  with  the  advent  of  crown  and  bridge-work 
there  began  a  decline  in  the  number  of  thoroughly  good  filling  oper- 
ations that  has  been  gradually  on  the  increase,  until  in  proportion 
to  the  nimiber  of  teeth  filled,  we  believe  fewer  good  fillings  are  made 
than  ever  before  during  our  professional  life  of  twenty-five  years." 

In  conclusion  of  the  same  paper  the  following  propositions  were 
submitted : 

"First.  The  great  number  of  crowns  applied  is  attributable 
largely  to  our  inability  to  do  as  perfect  work  as  we  ought  with  gold 
as  a  filling  material. 

"Second.  There  are  two  principal  causes  for  this  inability, 
(i)  Insufficient  teaching  of  the  schools,  and  (2)  laziness  and  indif- 
ference after  graduation. 

"Third.  That  to  do  first-class  gold  filling  work  is  within  the 
reach  of  almost  every  dentist  who  will  pay  the  price. 

"Fourth.  In  proportion  as  we  are  able  to  handle  the  various 
forms  of  gold  will  success  be  ours  in  practice." 
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Valuable  additions  have  been  made  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
"Pathology,  Chemistry  and  Therapeutics  of  Putrescent  Pulps/'  by 
the  investigations  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Peck,  of  Chicago. 

That  hydrogen  sulfid  is  not  the  only  gas  developed  and  that  the 
use  of  germicides  alone  is  not  sufficient  in  treatment  of  putrescent 
pulps,  seem  proven.  We  anticipate  with  pleasure  the  continuance 
of  these  experiments  and  hope  for  accurate  knowledge  upon  which 
to  base  intelligent  treatment  of  these  cases. 

Dental  prophylaxis  is  receiving  more  general  attention  in  prac- 
tical ways.  If  we  are  to  accept  the  conclusions  of  Dr.  Black  that 
caries  is  largely  a  matter  of  environment,  how  important  this  sub- 
ject becomes.  The  question  of  local  cleanliness  is  to  be  advanced 
by  the  advice  of  the  dentist,  supplemented  by  the  care  of  the  patient. 
Every  factor  in  tooth  environment  should  be  carefully  considered 
in  our  attempt  to  establish  prophylaxis. 

The  saliva  being  the  prime  factor  in  the  causation  of  decay, 
demands  more  accurate  examination.  The  paper  read  at  the  last 
International  Dental  Congress,  by  Dr.  Michaels,  of  Paris,  throws 
new  light  on  this  subject.  "Sialo-Semiology :  Analysis  of  the 
Saliva  as  an  aid  in  the  diagnosis  of  Diathetic  Diseases  and  Gingivo- 
dental  Changes"  is  the  title  of  the  paper,  an  abstract  of  which 
appeared  in  the  December  Cosmos. 

By  series  of  experiments  he  has  demonstrated  that  immunity 
from  caries  is  directly  dependent  upon  the  systemic  conditions 
which  cause  a  variation  from  normality  in  composition  of  the  oral 
fluids. 

From  meager  notes  at  hand  we  are  unable  to  draw  definite  con- 
clusions and  await  the  publication  of  the  paper  in  full  with  antici- 
pation, and  recommend  a  general  study  of  the  same. 

The  practical  application  of  this  study  must  come  to  our  aid  in 
the  intelligent  treatment  of  the  future. 

In  conclusion  of  this  brief  report,  I  quote  the  following  from 
Dr.  C.  E.  Kirk  as  bearing  upon  this  point : 

"The  problem  which  still  confronts  us,  as  it  has  from  the  begin- 
ning, is  the  prevention  and  cure  of  dental  caries.  The  art  of  den- 
tistry, elaborate  and  ingenious  as  it  is,  has  not  furnished  a  satis- 
factory solution  of  this  perplexing  question.  The  filling  of  carious 
cavities  in  human  teeth  by  the  insertion  of  metallic  restorations  and 
various  mineral  compositions,  notwithstanding  the  consummate 
skill  and  artistic  perfection  with  which  it  may  be  done,  is  not  the 
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highest  therapeutic  ideal  of  which  dentistry  is  capable.  Something 
more  is  required  of  us  and  must  be  attained,  namely,  the  develop- 
ment of  our  special  knowledge  to  the  point  where  we  can  success- 
fully prevent  the  bacterial  destruction  of  tooth  structure. 

This  is  the  problem  which  the  science  of  dentistry  must  unfold, 
and  the  end  which  it  must  furnish  the  means  to  attain." 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Burkhart:  I  have  had  some  difficulty  in  preparing  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Practice,  for  the  reason 
that  in  his  resume  he  has  treated  all  phases  of  the  subject  touched 
upon  in  a  very  rational  and  concise  manner;  and  there  are  only  one 
or  two  points  in  the  paper  upon  which  I  care  to  speak,  and  not  to 
differ  very  much  with  the  essayist.  The  first  reference  is  on  the 
manner  of  producing  local  anesthesia  for  the  removal  of  the  pulp. 
Three  or  four  methods  have  been  explained,  which  are  familiar  to 
all  of  us,  and  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon.  I 
take  it  that  it  is  largely  a  matter  of  choice  as  to  which  method  is 
employed.  There  is  also  an  element  of  luck  which  enters  into  a  suc- 
cessful completion  of  an  operation  of  this  nature.  The  method 
suggested  by  Dr.  Darby  at  the  National  Association  meeting  last 
summer,  has  found  a  great  deal  of  favor  with  many  who  have  tried 
it.  I  have  used  for  some  years  the  carbolic  acid,  and  by  gradually 
working  it  into  the  pulp,  have  found  it  very  successful.  Other 
gentlemen  use  the  various  preparations  of  cocaine,  and  have  been 
equally  successful.  The  point  which  was  raised  by  Dr.  Smith  here 
last  year  in  his  plea  for  more  gold  filling  in  preference  to  so  much 
crown  work,  is  something  I  believe  we  should  advocate  whenever 
we  have  an  opportunity.  There  is  a  great  dearth  of  good  contour 
gold  filling  work,  compared  with  what  we  had  before  crowns  were 
in  vogue  as  much  as  at  the  present  time,  and  as  the  Committee 
on  Practice  well  says,,  the  deterioration  in  that  work  is  largely  due  to 
the  laziness  of  the  operator — perhaps  advancing  age  that  seems  to 
strike  most  of  us,  and  that  little  "tired  feeling."  I  intend  in  the 
future  to  do  better,  but  I  must  confess  that  I  have  many  times 
placed  crowns  on  teeth  that  I  might  have  filled,  if  I  had  not  had 
that  tired  feeling. 

Dental  prophylaxis  has  been  touched  upon  by  the  essayist,  and 
I  think  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  things  that  a  dentist 
has  to  do.     If  we  are  careful  in  instructing  a  patient,  if  we  are 
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careful  ourselves  and  make  our  operations  as  cleanly  as  possible, 
a  great  deal  of  good  will  be  done.  As  I  said  at  the  outset,  there  is 
very  little  that  can  be  disagreed  with,  and  I  desire  to  commend  the 
Committee  on  Practice  for  this  very  concise  and  able  report. 

Dr.  Starr  :  That  which  interests  me  more  than  anything  else  in 
the  report,  is  the  part  which  refers  to  the  method  of  extending 
cavities  for  prevention  of  decay.  We  have  heard  quite  a  little  of 
that  subject  in  the  society  discussions,  and  it  has  been  of  considerable 
interest  to  me.  Those  who  have  observed  closely  in  regard  to  this 
particular  method,  will  agree  that  in  many  cases  much  advantage 
is  to  be  derived  from  its  use.  Where  we  have  much  recurrence  of 
decay  around  the  margins  of  approximal  fillings,  I  think  we  will 
usually  find  that  the  cavities  have  not  been  prepared  so  as  to  reach 
these  so-called  safety  margins.  As  a  rule,  I  practise,  and  advise 
the  extension  of  cavities  to  reach  these  safety  margins,  in  all  cases 
where  it  requires  but  little  sacrifice  of  sound  tooth  structure  to 
reach  those  lines;  but  I  do  not  believe  in  the  wholesale  destruction 
of  perfect  tooth  substance  to  accomplish  the  result.  In  most  cases 
I  believe  it  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  small  cavities  and  destroy 
good  tooth  structure  in  order  to  obtain  those  so-called  safety  mar- 
gins, hence*  I  consider  the  indiscriminate  practice  of  this  method 
is  very  objectionable.  It  would  be  almost  as  radical  if,  when  a 
brakeman  were  injured  while  coupling  cars,  and  had  one  or  two 
fingers  crushed,  the  surgeon  should  recommend  amputation  at  the 
shoulder  joint.  The  surgeon  might  argue  that  the  brakemail's 
occupation  was  such  that  he  would  be  very  liable  to  have  a  recur- 
rence of  an  accident  to  that  hand,  and  to  avoid  it  he  would  recom- 
mend'the  removal  of  the  whole  arm.  We,  as  dental  surgeons, 
should  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  this  wholesale  destruction  of 
tooth  substance  must  mean  greater  danger  to  the  pulp  and  to  the 
longevity  of  the  tooth,  and  for  that  reason  I  am  not  in  favor  of  the 
invariable  practice  of  this  method,  but  where  the  cavity  approxi- 
mates at  all  closely  to  those  safety  lines,  I  believe  in  making  the 
extension. 

In  regard  to  the  other  points  in  the  paper,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
have  anything  to  oflfer.  The  report  has  been  clear  and  concise,  and 
as  Dr.  Burkhart  says,  it  is  "common  sense"  in  all  particulars.  I 
have  not  had  much  experience  with  cataphoresis,  but  I  have  had 
some  good  results — more  good  results  than  poor.  I  think  the  pro- 
fession is  making  somewhat  of  a  mistake  in  dropping  it  as  hastily 
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as  it  seems  to  have  done.  I  think  there  is  more  in  it  than  has  yet 
been  found  out. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ :  I  think  we  ought  to  be  just  as  conservative  in 
that  direction  as  in  the  selection  of  our  filling  material.  Where  the 
oral  cavity  indicates  a  rapid  decay — formerly  we  would  have  said 
where  the  teeth  were  "soft'* — where  the  environment  indicates  rapid 
decay — ^are  the  cases  in  which  we  should  extend  our  safety  lines, 
and  make  them  absolutely  as  secure  as  we  can ;  but  where  there  is  a 
normal  oral  condition,  I  think  the  extensive  excavation  for  safety 
is  out  of  place. 

In  regard  to  cataphoresis,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  essayist.  It  is 
our  own  fault  if  cataphoresis  is  not  a  success.     (Applause.) 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  in  the  room  who  has  perhaps  given 
cataphoresis  the  trial  which  such  a  novel  scientific  matter  as  that 
deserves.  If  cataphoresis  is  a  failure  in  the  hands  of  most  practi- 
tioners, in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  sensitive  dentine,  let  them 
apply  it  for  medicating  peridental  abscesses,  and  if  they  do  not 
receive  great  benefit,  I  am  much  mistaken.  It  should  have  a  proper 
trial  in  the  treatment  of  sensitive  dentine,  and  should  be  given  the 
proper  time  for  a  trial.  Where  we  find  the  time,  it  will  prove  a 
great  benefit. 

Operative  dentistry  has  reached  to  a  great  extent  its  limit.  I  do 
not  think  there  will  ever  be  a  time  where  the  manipulation  of  gold 
will  be  better  understood  than  it  is  to-day.  It  may  be  thaf  the  differ- 
ent qualities  of  gold  which  the  market  now  furnishes  may  enable  us 
to  do  the  operations  quicker,  but  I  think  they  cannot  be  done  better. 
The  future  of  American  and  any  other  dentistry  lies  in  the  applica- 
tion of  dental  prophylaxis.  Just  such  little  devices  as  Dr.  Cowen 
showed  to-day,  will  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  good.  We  must  not 
teach  our  patients  dental  prophylaxis  and  not  expect  remuneration. 
If  a  dentist  sits  down  for  fifteen  minutes  or  half  an  hour  and 
preaches  to  the  patient,  and  teaches  the  patients  to  keep  their  teeth 
clean,  he  should  be  paid  for  it.  (Applause.)  Most  of  the  dentists 
do  not  take  the  time  to  give  that  instruction,  which  is  a  g^eat  deal 
more  valuable  than  putting  in  fillings  which  come  out  after  some 
time. 

Many  of  our  dentists  have  a  moral  scruple  to  make  charges  for 
anything  but  actual  labor  accomplished  in  the  mouth.  This  is  one 
of  the  great  faults  of  our  professional  education  and  mode  of  think- 
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ing.     An  intelligent  advice  to  prevent  a  disease  is  more  valuable 
than  the  drug  to  cure  the  same  1 

Dr.  Goldsmith  :    I  do  not  know  that  I  have  anything  special  to 
say,  except  upon  the  principal  topic  on  which  the  last  speaker 
touched.    The  report  has  been  very  general,  and  showed  an  immense 
amount  of  work  which  should  receive  much  commendation.    Prob- 
ably none  but  those  who  have  tried  it  can  conceive  the  amount  of 
work  entailed.     Only  one  criticism  I  wish  to  make,  and  that  is  in 
reference  to  what  was  said  about  cataphoresis.     The  essayist  says 
that  he  thinks  there  is  lots  of  cataphoric  apparatus  which  can  be 
bought   for  a  song.     I   only  want  to  say  that  if  I  could  not  get 
another  cataphoric  apparatus,  I  would  not  sell  mine  for  any  price. 
It  is  invaluable  to  me.     I  use  it  almost  every  day.     I  think  the 
y  lies  with  improper  apparatus  and  improper  current,  and 
because  our  professional  brothers  have  not  had  the  temerity 
to  a  patient:    "We  have  the  apparatus  here;  we  can  relieve 
ig;  but  if  you  want  it,  it  will  consume  time  which  will  natu- 
icrease  the  size  of  your  bill."     I  think  these  are  the  main 
i  cataphoric  apparatus  has  so  often  been  relegated  to  the 
or  cellar. 

-Iatch  :    I  will  discuss  the  very  excellent  report  only  in  one 
particulars.     I  still  retain  my  cataphoric  apparatus.     It  is 
ble  to  me,  but  not  exactly  for  obtunding  sensitive  dentine, 
:h  I  do  use  it  for  that,  but  only  as  a  dernier  resort.    It  takes 
ch  time,  and  I  can  get  along  in  simpler  ways.     I  retain  it 
ally  to  treat  pulpitis.     The  action  of  the  cocaine  which  you 
ito  the  tooth,  in  addition  to  its  anesthetic  action,  is  to  drive 
le  blood  from  the  pulp,  and  the  action  of  the  positive  pole  of 
vanic  current  does  the  same  thing.    The  positive  pole  used 
without  any  medicament  whatever,  has  a  decided  action  in 
iging  the  capillaries — driving  the  blood  toward  the  negative 
pole.     Hence  you  get  relief  in  cases  where  there  is  pulpitis,  and 
where  for  some  reason  you  do  not  care  to  devitalize  the  pulp — ^more 
especially  in  those  cases  where  there  is  a  large  gold  filling,  perhaps 
one  recently  put  in,  and  where  there  is  no  exposed  dentine.    Apply 
the  rubber  dam,  place  the  positive  electrode  against  the  gold  filling, 
and  use  a  mildy  steady  current  for  some  15  or  20  minutes.    A  per- 
manent relief  will  often  follow  this  simple  treatment. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ :     This  is  entirely  new  to  me,  and  I  am  grateful 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE   STATE   OF   NEW   YORK  163 

for  it.  Would  you  always  use  the  positive  pole  against  the  metallic 
filling? 

Dr.  Hatch  :  Always.  If  you  take  a  piece  of  beefsteak,  put  the 
two  electrodes  in  it,  the  juices  will  be  driven  toward  the  negative 
pole. 

Dr.  Low:  In  cases  of  deep-seated  pyorrhea,  sometimes  there  is 
not  only  tenderness  remaining,  but  acute  pain;  and  the  application 
x)ver  the  tooth  of  an  emulsion  of  aconite,  iodine,  tannin  and  glycerin, 
applied  cataphorically,  has  proved  of  great  benefit.  I  apply  it  with 
a  little  rubber  cup  over  the  tooth,  and  have  gotten  relief  where  other 
means  have  failed.  I  use  nearly  half  of  the  concentrated  tincture  of 
iodine.  The  aconite  will  penetrate  deeply  into  the  tissue,  and 
soothe,  because  it  seeks  a  negative  pole.  In  the  Splitting  up,  the 
iodine,  the  tannin  and  the  glycerin  all  concentrate  on  the  surface 
of  the  mucous  membrane,  directly  under  the  positive  pole.  This  I 
have  learned  through  experimentation.  The  tincture  of  iodine  alone 
would  make  quite  a  bad  blister,  but  the  tannin  helps  it,  and  the 
glycerin  seems  to  soothe,  so  I  do  not  get  an  eschar.  In  cases  of 
incipient  pulpitis  and  incipient  pericementitis,  I  have  found  this 
treatment  to  give  more  relief  and  to  be  more  beneficial  than  any- 
thing I  know  of.  I  would  not  part  with  my  cataphoric  apparatus, 
as  one  of  the  gentlemen  has  said.  I  never  have  spoken  with  the 
man  who  really  had  one  that  he  used  any  length  of  time,  so  that  he 
knew  whether  his  electrodes  were  in  connection  with  the  battery 
or  not — who  would  surrender  it  for  any  price  whatever.  I  want 
to  say  that  if  there  is  any  man  who  has  not  got  one,  let  him  get  a 
dozen  dry  cell  batteries  and  make  himself  one  with  a  resistance  of 
any  kind  whatsoever,  for  the  purpose  I  mentioned.  There  are  plenty 
in  the  market  for  $io  or  $12.  If  you  want  one  for  sensitive  dentine, 
you  must  have  one  that  is  carefully  balanced ;  but  for  this  purpose, 
I  would  take  a  certain  number  of  cells,  and  have  no  rheostat  at  all. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNz:  How  many  volts  does  Dr.  Low  use  in  connec- 
tion with  the  iodine  treatment? 

Dr.  Low:  I  have  fourteen  cells,  of  1.5  volts  each.  I  put  in  a 
carbon  rheostat.  I  had  a  very  delicate  German  silver  spooled  wire 
one  at  first,  but  I  found  this  one  to  be  just  as  good,  while  less 
troublesome  to  keep  in  order.  I  liave  my  girl  turn  on  the  current 
until  the  patient  is  conscious  of  it,  and  then  I  turn  it  back  the  least 
particle,  and  hold  it  for  perhaps  two  or  three  minutes. 
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Dr.  Goldsmith  :  Dr.  Price,  of  Cleveland,  claims  that  in  work- 
ing on  a  live  tooth,  that  the  danger  point  is  one  milliampere,  and 
he  rarely  goes  to  one-half  milliampere  unless  he  wished  to  kill  the 
pulp.    In  working  on  soft  tissue,  do  you  have  any  danger  point? 

Dr.  Low :  No,  as  soon  as  the  patient  is  conscious  of  the  current, 
if  you  allow  this  aconite  and  iodine  to  remain  for  two  minutes,  it  is 
sufficient. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNz:  In  answer  to  Dr.  Goldsmith,  I  have  used  as 
much  as  two  and  a  half  milliamperes  without  any  bad  results. 

Dr.  Johnston  :  There  is  one  point  in  the  paper,  touched  on  also 
by  Dr.  Hofheinz,  which  I  think  it  is  well  for  us  to  consider  at  a 
little  greater  length,  and  to  consider  all  the  time.  It  is  in  reference 
to  prophylaxis.  I  feel  just  as  Dr.  Hofheinz  has  said,  that  we  do 
not  spend  time  enough  in  trying  to  instruct  and  train  those  who 
come  to  us  for  the  best  service  we  can  give  them.  We  do  not  take 
time  enough  to  instruct  them  in  those  little  things  which  count  for 
so  much  in  the  life  of  the  tooth — the  perfect  cleanliness  of  the  mouth 
in  every  respect.  We  talk  about  it,  but  we  do  not  insist  upon  it. 
I  believe  every  one  of  us,  from  time  to  time,  has  a  feeling  of  repug- 
nance as  we  look  at  the  mouths  of  even  those  who  are  often  the 
best  able  to  pay  for  the  best  advice  we  may  be  able  to  give  them. 
In  connection  with  that,  there  has  been  a  request  from  the  National 
Association,  in  regard  to  dental  hygiene  in  the  schools.  I  have 
the  greatest  desire  to  see  our  public  schools  in  the  great  cities  espe- 
cially, gone  through  with  care  by  some  one  who  is  willing  to  devote 
a  little  time  without  the  expectation  of  a  fee,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  what  may  be  discovered — ^the  accumulation  of  data  that  may 
be  found  through  such  circumstances.  I  myself  have  the  great- 
est desire  in  my  heart  to  do  something  to  stop  the  ravages  which 
we  see  when  we  look  into  the  mouths  of  young  children.  We  see 
their  beautiful  teeth  with  not  as  yet  the  least  sign  of  dental  caries ; 
but  we  see  in  our  mind's  eye,  five  or  ten  years  from  that  time,  a 
mouth  full  of  a  great  mass  of  dental  work.  If  we  could  only  do 
something  to  stop  that,  and  make  that  unnecessary,  it  should  be 
the  work  of  our  profession,  and  win  for  us  the  greatest  apprecia- 
tion from  the  public  at  large.  I  want  to  see  something  more  done 
in  that  line,  and  I  want  to  see  every  member  of  my  society,  and  of 
the  profession,  insisting  upon  the  proper  cleanliness  and  care  of  the 
mouths  of  our  children. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   THE   STATE   OF   NEW   YORK  1 65 

Dr.  A.  R.  Cooke:  I  only  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  or  two 
points.  In  the  discussion  on  cataphoresis,  it  has  been  stated  that 
my  paper  seemed  to  reflect  upon  the  process.  Such  is  not  the  case. 
I  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a  need  of  more 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  principles  involved  not  only  in  cata- 
phoresis, but  in  any  new  process.  We  are  too  prone  to  take  up 
anything  that  comes  along,  without  a  fundamental  knowledge  of  it. 
When  cataphoresis  came  before  the  profession,  and  the  instruments 
were  put  on  the  market,  they  were  adopted  by  many  with  little 
knowledge  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  electrical  laws.  We  did 
not  know  about  the  meaning  of  a  volt,  a  milliampere.  Ohms  law,  or 
of  many  other  things  of  which  we  might  speak.  That  lack  of 
knowledge  produced  bad  results.  Men  purchased  apparatus  but 
did  not  apply  the  same  intelligently.  The  instruments  which  they 
were  furnished  with  by  the  makers  were  not  well  constructed.  The 
rheostats  and  the  milliamperemeters  were  crude.  This  should  not 
occur  in  as  delicate  an  operation  as  is  involved  in  cataphoresis.  We 
need  the  best  instruments,  and  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  funda- 
mental laws.  If  those  two  factors  had  prevailed  in  the  early  stages 
of  cataphoric  appliances,  we  should  have  found  a  very  different 
condition  of  affairs  in  that  process  to-day. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Officers  for  1 900-1 901 


J.  I.  HART,  New  York. 

R.  H.  HOFHEINZ.  Rochester. 

W.  A.  WHITE,  Phelps. 

CHARLES  W.  STAINTON,  Buffalo. 

H.  D.  HATCH,  New  York. 


BOARD  OF  DENTAL  EXAMINERS. 
New  York.  V.  S.  B.  Palmer,  Pres.,  Syracuse. 

E,  Brooklyn.  VI.  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 

IGHT,  Troy.  VII.  F.  French,  Sec,  Rochester. 

3S,  Schenectady.  VIII.  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 


COMMITTEES. 
A  rrangements, 
N,  W.  W.  Smith. 

Business, 
RT,  F.  Le  Grand  Ames, 

Publication, 
Wm.  Jarvie, 

By-Laws, 
r,  W.  A.  Campbell, 

Ethics, 
W.  J.  Turner, 

Practice, 
A.  R.  Cooke. 

Law. 
M.  L.  RowE,  A.  R.  Cooke, 

, '       A.  D.  Young,  M.  D.  Jewell, 


W.  E.  Lansing. 


W.  H.  Johnson. 


F.  H.  Lee. 


L.Meisburger. 


B.  C.  Nash. 


F.  H.  Lee, 

S.  A.  Freeman. 


Legislation. 
J.  W.  Canaday,        C.  H.  Barnes,  J.  W.  Cowen, 

O.  J.  Gross,  G.  W.  Hoysradt,     H.J. Burkhart. 


Necrology, 
S.  B.  Palmer, 

National  Museutn, 
S.  A.  Freeman. 


C.  H.  Barnes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIST    OF    MEMBERS 


167 


Permanent  Members. 


Ames,  F.  LeGrand,  63  Washington 
ave.,  Albany. 

Appleton,  J.  L.,  5  Ten  Broeck  st., 
Albany. 

Barnes,  C.  H.,  Syracuse. 

Barrett,  W.  C,  208  Franklin  st.,  Buf- 
falo. 

Bogue,  E.  A.,  63  W.  48th  st.,  New 
York. 

Boswell,  H.  H.,  322  Franklin  St., 
Buffalo. 

Broclcway,  A.  H.,  13  Greene  ave., 
Brooklyn. 

Brewster,  R.  C,  126  Lefferts  Place, 
Brooklyn. 

Burkhart,  H.  J.,  Batavia. 

Butler,  C.  S.,  680  Main  st,  Buffalo. 

Campbell,  W.  A.,  436  Gold  St.,  Brook- 
lyn. 

Canaday,  J.  W.,  283  State  st.,  Al- 
bany. 

Carr,  William,  35  W.  46th  st,  New 
York, 

Colgrove,  W.  H.,  Johnstown. 

Collins,  J.  H.,  Granville. 

Cook,  Charles  D.,  162  Remsen  st., 
Brooklyn. 

Cooke,  A.  R.,  815  University  Block', 
Syracuse. 

Coon,  W.  W.,  Alfred. 

Cowen,  J.  W.,  Geneseo. 

Curtis,  G.  L.,  30  W.  59th  st.,  New 
York. 

Darby,  Frank  B.,  316  E.  Church  St., 
Elmira. 

Deane,  W.  C,  860  Lexington  ave.. 
New  York. 

Dubois,  C  A.,  36  W.  59th  st..  New 
York. 


Emerson,    F.    S.,     140    Wilson    st , 
Brooklyn. 

Englart,  G.  A.,  Catskill. 

Eschelman,  S.,  Buffalo. 

Evans,  George,  133  W.  34th  st.,  New 
York. 

Ferris,     H.     C,     1108     Bergen     st, 
Brooklyn. 

Foulds,  T.  H.,  Glens  Falls. 

Freeman,  S.  A.,  641  Main  st.,  Buf- 
falo. 

Freeman,  S.,  965  Madison  ave.,  New 
York. 

French,  Frank,  62  State  St.,  Roches- 
ter. 

Garvey,  P.  S.,  Hudson. 

Greene,  F.  A.,  Geneva. 

Gibson,  Kasson  C,  41 H  W\  45th  st. 
New  York. 

Goldsmith,  S.  L.,  129  E.  60th  st, 
New  York. 

Gross,  O.  J.,   Schenectady. 

Hart,  John  I.,  118  W.  55th  st.,  New 
York. 

Hatch,    Henry   D.,   27   W.    84th   st. 
New  York. 

Hawkins,  F.  F.,  95  Fourth  st.,  Troy. 

Hill,  O.  E.,  160  Clinton  st,  Brooklyn. 

Holley,   J.   H.,  Warwick. 

Holmes,  A.  M.,  Morrisville. 

Holmes,  H.   N.,  Canandaigua. 

Hofheinz,  R.   H.,  C.  of  C.  Bldg..  E. 
Main  st.,  Rochester. 

Houghton,  O.  E.,  Brooklyn. 

Howard,  F.  E.,  331  Franklin  st,  Buf- 
falo. 

Howell,    C.    F.,   659    Powers    Bldg., 
Rochester. 

Hoysradt  G.  W.,  Ithaca. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 68 


LIST  OF   MEMBERS 


Hutchins,    R.    G.,    Jr.,    444    Putman 

ave.,  Brooklyn. 
Huver,   H.   B.,   Buffalo. 
Jarvie,     William,     105     Clinton     St., 

Brooklyn. 
Jackson,  V.  H.,  240  Lenox  ave.,  New 

York. 
Jewell,  Myron  D.,  Richfield  Springs. 
Johnston,    W.    H.,    35    Ft.    Greene 

Place,  Brooklyn. 
Kraemer,   F.  O.,  Jr.,  225  Schermer- 

horn  St.,  Brooklyn. 
Lee,  F.  H.,  Auburn. 
LeRoy,  Louis  C,  6  Lexington  ave., 

New  York. 
Line,  J.  Edward,  717  E.  and  B.  Bldg., 

Rochester. 
Low,  F.  W.,  680  Main  St.,  Buffalo. 
McBrair,  H.  C,  Middletown. 
McDougall,  S.  E.,  530  Mooney  Bldg., 

Buffalo. 
Meyer,  John  H.,  159  W.  34th  St.,  New 

York. 
Mills,  James  J.,  Port  Jervis. 
Nash,    Benj.    C,    142    W.    78th    St., 

New  York. 
NelHs,    F.    D.,    114    E.    Fayette    St., 

Syracuse. 
Northrop,  A.  L.,  57  W.  49th  St.,  New 

York. 
Oakley,  P.  S.,  Troy. 
Ottolengui,    R.,     The    Bryant    Park 

studio,  80  West  40th  St.,  New  York. 
Palmer,  Delos,  134  W.  45th  St.,  New 

York. 
Palmer,    Eugene,    134    W.    45th    St., 

New  York. 
Palmer,    S.    B.,   225    S.   Warren    St., 

Syracuse. 
Perry,   S.   G.,  46  W.   37th   St.,   New 

York. 
Peters,  C  J.,  No.  i  Pike  Bldg.,  Syra- 
cuse. 
Preston,  A.  E.,  Delevan. 


Priest,  A.  N.,  236  Genesee  st.,  Utica. 

Proseus,  F.  W.,  Rochester. 

Reinhart,  E.  B.,  Schenectady. 

Retter,  A.,  219  Genesee  St.,  Utica. 

Rhein,  M.  L.,  38  E.  61  st  st.,  New 
York. 

Rippier,  E.  T.,  352  9th  st,  Brooklyn. 

Rose,  W.  S.,  Schenectady. 

Rowe,  M.  L.,  130  State  st.,  Albany. 

Royce,  F.  C.,  65  Green  ave.,  Brook- 
lyn. 

Schmidt,  J.  A.,  Nostrand  ave.. 
Brooklyn. 

Sibley,  F.  L.,  57  Lake  ave.,  Roches- 
ter. 

Sloan,  P.,  Canajoharie. 

Smith,  W.  W.,  65  East  ave.,  Roch- 
ester. 

Stainton,  C.  W.,  47  N.  Pearl  st.,  Buf- 
falo. ^ 

Starr,  Alfred  R.,  8  E  92d  st.,  New 
York. 

Snyder,  W.  E.,  Amsterdam. 

Swift,  A.  L.,  161  W.  71st  St.,  New 
York. 

Taylor,  James  W.,  108  E.  57th  st. 
New  York. 

Tracy,  W.  D.,  46  W.  37th  st.  New 
York. 

Tremain,  W.  F.,  Rome. 

Tompkins,  H.  H.,  Steuben  Park, 
Utica. 

Van  Vleck,  C.  K.,  Hudson. 

Van  Woert,  F.  T.,  612  Bedford  ave.. 
Brooklyn. 

Walker,  F.  C.,  41  Schermerhom  st, 
Brooklyn. 

Walker,  W.  W.,  58  W.  50th  st.  New 
York. 

White,  W.  A.,  Phelps. 

Wright,  Albert  M.,  38  Third  St., 
Troy. 

Wright,    F.,   Ticonderoga. 

Young,  E.  J.,  108  Third  st,  Troy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIST   OF    MEMBERS 


169 


DELEGATES. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Rich,  Geo.  H.,  1902. 
Baker,  David  C.,  1902. 
Hoag,  Wm.  E.,  1903. 
Pease,  Chas.  G.,  1903. 
Fossume,  F.  L.,  1904. 
Tracy,  Wm.  D.,  1904. 
Willis.  Geo.  P.,  1905. 
Francis,  Wm.  E.,  1905. 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Kelson,  H.  G. 
Bird,  C.  H. 
Hine,  J.  W. 
Wheeler,  C.  W. 
Oakley,  P.  S. 
Schermerhorn,  Frank. 
Englert,  Geo. 
Barrett,  M.  J. 

FIFTH    DISTRICT. 

Redway,  R.  B.,  1902. 
Wells,  I.  G.,  1902. 
Barnes,  C  H.,  1903.. 
Jones,  W.  H.,  1903. 
Slocum,  S.,  1904. 
Benz,  J.  C,  1904. 
Beach,  G.  B.,  1905. 
Smith,  E.  A.,  1905. 

SEVENTH   DISTRICT. 

Elmendorf,  C,  1902. 
Gilbert,  L.  H.,  1902. 
Messerschmitt,  1903. 
Hert,  B.  S.,  1903. 
Bumes,  G.  G.,  1904. 
Guile,  B.  C.,  1904. 
Jones,  L.  C,  1905. 
Proseus,  F.  W.,  1905. 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Hutchinson,  R.  G.,  Jr.,  1902. 
McBrair,  H.  €.,  1902. 
Turner,  W.  J.,  1903. 
Keppy,  F.  B.,  1903. 
Hamlet,  F.  P.,  1904. 
Hyatt,  T.  P.,  1904. 
Gould,  H.  P.,  1905.  ' 
Hillyer,  Ellison,  1905. 

FOURTH   DISTRICT. 

Woolsey,  Geo.,  1902. 
Lansing,  W.  E.,  1902. 
Holt,  C.  R.,  1903. 
McCann,  A.  H.,  1903. 
Rhinehart,  E.  B.,  1904. 
Youngs,  A.  D.,  1904, 
Rossiter,  A.  A.,  1905. 
Rose,  W.  S.,  1905. 

SIXTH   DISTRICT. 

Ingals,  L.  S.,  1902. 
LeSuers,  W.  J.,  1902. 
Ingals,  M.  B.,  1903. 
Fish,  M.  H.,  1903. 
Joachin,  E.  B.,  1904. 
Dowens,  E.  D.,  1904. 
Baylis,  Chas.  F.,  1905. 
Whitmarsh,  H.  D.,  1905. 

EIGHTH   DISTRICT. 

Young,  D.  H.,  1902. 
Beach,  W.  J.,  1902. 
Huver,  H.  B.,  1903. 
Meisburger,  L.,  1903. 
Leake,  W.  J.,  1904. 
Eschelman,  S.,  1904. 
Grove,  W.  V.,  1905. 
Cooley,  M.  O.,  1905. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I/O 


NECROLOGY 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


Black,  G.  v.,  Jacksonville,  111. 
Brooniell,  I.  N.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Burridge,  L.  S.,  Rome,  Italy. 
Campbell,  Alex.,  Saronas  Ferry,  B.  C. 
Cartwright,  S.  H.,  London,  England. 
Crane,  J.  W.,  Paris,  France. 
Cryer,  M.  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Darby,  E.  T.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Dodge,  J.   S.,   Jr.,   New  York. 
Foster,  M.  W.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Guilford,  S.  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Hailes,  Wm.,  Albany. 
Hastings,  C.  A.,  Rio  Janeiro,  Brazil. 
Herbst,  Wilhelm,  Bremen,  Germany. 


Home,  W.  C,  Rome,  Jtaly. 
Himt,  R.  F.,  Washington,  D.  C 
Kirk,  E.  C,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Knox,  H.  E,,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Marshall,  J.  S.,  Chicago,  111. 
Merritt,  Charles,  New  York. 
Miller,  W.  D.,  Berlin,  Germany. 
Mirick,  H.   G.,  Brooklyn. 
Nash.  S:  M.,  New  York. 
Peirce,  C.  N.,  Philadelphia. 
Sanger,  R.  M.,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
Seabury,    F.    N.,    Providence,    R.    I. 
Shepard,  L.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Stowell,  S.  S.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 


NECROLOGY. 


Dr   Snmiipl  F)   Frptich,  of  Troy,  died  July  21,  1889. 

son,  of  New  York,  died  April  2,  1891. 

New  York,  died  March  8,  1892. 

f  Brooklyn,  died  May  4,  1894. 

;,  of  Syracuse,  died  June  3,  1894. 

of  Hudson,  died  July  14,  1894. 

tr,  of  Albany,  died  July  14,  1895. 

I,  of  Greenwich,  died  October  8,  1895. 

le,  of  Cazenovia,  died  February  13,  1896. 

ibbott,  of  New  York,  died  April  20,   1897. 

orf,  of  Brooklyn,  died  October,  1897. 

n,  of  Brooklyn,  died  December  i,  1897. 

ipman,  of  Brooklyn,  died  March  23,   1898. 

:k,  of  Buffalo,  died  June  11,  1898. 

i  Brooklyn,  died  March  28,  1899. 

)lank,  of  Albany,  died  August  27,  1899. 

t  Newburgh,  died  October  9,  1899. 

reys,  of  Brooklyn,  died  March   16,  1901. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Appendix. 


Dental  Society,  State  of  New  York. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  30,  1668. 

DELEGATES    PRESENT. 

First  District.— O.  A,  Jarvis,  W.  C.  Home,  J.  G.  Ambler,  John  Allen, 

E.  A.  Bogue,  Wm.   Carr,  A.  C.  Hawes,  and  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  Xo^k 
City. 

Second  District.— H.  G.  Mirick,  G.  A.  Mills,  C.  D.  Cook,  Wm.  B.  Hurd, 
O.  E.  Hill,  and  A.  H.  Brockway,  Brooklyn;  L.  S  Straw,  Newburgh;  W. 
S.   Elliott,  Sag  Harbor. 

Third  District. — Alex.  Nelson,  John  C.  Austin,  J.  A.  Perkins,  Albany; 
S.  D.  French,  H.  H.  Young,  Troy;  A.  W.  Doty,  Windham;  A.  Colton, 
Hudson. 

Fourth  District. — A.  R.  Eaton,  Whitehall;  J.  H.  Vedder,  Schenectady; 

F.  W.  Weed,  Saratoga;    P.  Sloan,  Canajoharie. 

Fifth  District. — ^J.  A.  Cowles,  Rome;  W.  W.  Perkins,  Baldwinsville; 
P.  Harris,  Skaneateles;  L.  W.  Rogers,  C.  B.  Foster,  Utica;  S.  C.  Dayan, 
Watertown;    A.  Westcott,  Syracuse. 

Sixth  District. — A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville;  L.  A.  Rhodes,  Norwich; 
Ransom  Walker,  Owego;    H.  Hodge,  Binghamton. 

Seventh  District. — F.  French,  Rochester;  J.  L.  Clark,  Waterloo;  J.  A. 
Chase,  Geneseo;    W.  F.  Eddington,  Geneva;    B.  W.  Cook,  Brockport;    A. 

G.  Coleman,  Canandaigua;   L.  D.  Walter,  H.  S.  Miller,  Rochester. 
Eighth  District. — T.  M.  Briggs,  Stockton;    C.  W.  Harvey,  G.  E.  Hayes, 

R.   G.  Snow.  B.  T.   Whitney,  Buffalo;    L.   W.   Bristol,  Lockport;    Nelson 
Stevens,  Batavia. 

New  York  Dental  College. — Norman  W.  Kingsley,  New  York  City. 


officers. 

President, 

A.  WESTCOTT, 

Syracuse. 

Vice-President, 

W.  B.  HURD, 

Brooklyn. 

Secretary, 

L.  W.  ROGERS, 

Utica. 

Treasurer, 

B.  T.  WHITNEY, 

Buffalo. 

Digitized  by 


Google 


172 


APPENDIX 

CENSORS. 

J.  G.  Ambler, 

New  York. 

W.   J5.   HURD, 

Brooklyn. 

A.  Nelson, 

Albany. 

Z.    COLTON, 

Cambridge. 

A.  Westcott, 

Syracuse. 

R.  Walker, 

Owego. 

,                F.  French, 

Rochester. 

R.  G.  Snow, 

Buffalo. 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

lew  York.                        J.  Requa,  Rochester. 

few  York.                        C.  W 

.  Harvey,  Buffalo. 

iw  York.                          B.  T. 

Whitney,  Buffalo. 

ew  York.                        H.  H 

Young,  Troy. 

New  York.                     J.  A. 

Perkins,  Albany. 

Brooklyn.                          J.  H. 

Vedder,  Schenectady. 

ilbany.                               G.  A. 

Foster,  Utica. 

racuse.                              A.  M. 

Holmes,  Morrisville. 

?go.                                   A.  G. 

Coleman,  Canandaigua. 

Geo.  E.  Hayes,  Buffalo. 

.  ADJOURNED  SESSION. 


ESSAYS. 


February  2,  18 


.ires" John  Allen. 

rt  in  the  Practice  of  Dentistry" N.  W.  Kingsley. 


FIRST   ANNUAL   MEETING. 
iSSEMBLY  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  July  27,  18 


OFFICERS. 

B.  T.  WHITNEY, 
J.  G.  AMBLER, 
CHAS.  BARNES, 
A.  C  HAWES, 
N.  W.  KINGSLEY, 


Buffalo. 
New  York. 
Syracuse. 
New  York. 
New  York. 


CENSORS. 

First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 
Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 


permanent   MEMBERS. 


Brooklyn, 
jwburgh. 
Utica. 


Frank  French,  Rochester. 
C.  A.  Marvin,  Brooklyn. 
S.  H.  McCall,  Binghamton. 


ESSAYS. 

ire  of  Artificial  Teeth  in  America" J.  G.  Ambler. 


.W.    S.    Elliott. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  29,  1870. 

OFFICERS.  • 

President,  L.  W.  ROGERS,  Utica. 

Vice-President,  C  A.  MARVIN,  Brooklyn. 

Rcc,  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES,  Syracuse. 

Cor.  Secretary,  W.  H.  ATKINSON.  New  York. 

Treasurer,  A.  C  HA  WES,.  New  York. 

censors. 
Sixth  District,  S.    H.   McCall. 
Eighth  District,  R.  G.  Snow. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  L.  D.  Walter,  Rochester. 

Peter  Sloan,  Canajoharie.  W.  H.  Allen,  New  York. 

A.  P.  Southwick,  Buffalo.  P.  Harris,  Skaneateles. 

S.  D.  French,  Troy. 

ESSAYS. 

"Why  Do  Teeth  Decay?" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Physiology  of  the  Nervous  System" R.  G.  Snow. 

"Diagnosis" C.  E.  Francis. 

"Dental  Conservatism" C.  A.  Marvin. 

"Irregularities" N.   W.    Kingsley. 


THIRD   ANNUAL   MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber   (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  28,  187 1. 
officers. 
President,  W.  B.  HURD,  Brooklyn. 

Vice-President,  S.  H.  McCALL,  Binghamton. 

Rec,  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES,  Syracuse. 

Cor,  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,     .        Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HA  WES,  New  York. 

censors. 
Fourth  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 
Eighth  District,  L.   F.  Harvey. 

permanent  members. 

A.  L.  Northrop,  New  "York.  L.  C.  Wheeler,  Troy. 

L.  A.  Rhodes,  Norwich.  C.  F.  Rich,  Saratoga  Springs. 

E.  A.  Bogue,  New  York. 

ESSAYS. 

"Rights  of  Dental  Patients" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"The  Needs  of  the  Profession"  (Prize  Essay) C.  A.  Marvin. 

"Artificial  Dentures" J.  G.  Ambler. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


174  APPENDIX 

FOURTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  27,  1872. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  C.  A.  MARVIN,  Brooklyn. 

Vice-President,  W.  C.  BARRETT,  Buffalo. 

Rec,  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES,  Syracuse. 

Cor.  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  .      New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Second  District,  C.  D.   Cook. 
Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

S.  G.  Perry,  New  York.  D.  Monroe,  New  York. 

L.  F.  Harvey,  Buffalo.  J.  C  Austin,  Albany. 

W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York.  F.  M.  Snook,  Waverly. 

ESSAYS. 

"Nutrition" .' L.  F.  Harvey. 

"Keeping  Cavities  Dry" C.  E.  Francis. 

"Popular  Information  on  the  Subject  of  Dentistry" W.  C.  Barrett. 


FIFTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  25,  1873. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  J.  G.  AMBLER,  New  York. 

Vice-President,  A.  M.  HOLMES,  Morrisville. 

Rec.  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES,  Syracuse. 

Cor.  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 

Second  District,  C.  A.  Marvin   (vice  Cook  resigned). 

Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

W.  S.  Elliott,  Goshen.  S.  D.  Stillman,  Greenwich. 

A.  N.  Chapman,  Brooklyn.  A.  N.  Priest,  Utica. 

W.  F.  Winne,  Albany.         '  W.  W.  Perkins,  Baldwinsville. 

A.  Colton,  Hudson.  G.  W.  Tripp,  Auburn. 

G.  C.  Daboll,  Buffalo. 

ESSAYS. 

"Tumors  of  the  Mouth" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"The  Saliva" W.  C.  Barrett. 

"The  Anatomical  and  Physiological  Relations  of  the  Spinal 

Sympathetic  and  Fifth  Cerebral  Nerves" W.  S.  Elliott 

"Treatment  of  Exposed  Pulps" G.  C.  Daboll. 

"The  Six- Year  Molars" S.  H.  McCall. 
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SIXTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  24,  1874. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  W.  C.  BARRETT,  Warsaw. 

Vice-President,  L.  S.  STRAW,  Newburgh. 

Rec.  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES,  Syracuse. 

Cor.  Secretary,  W.  S.  ELLIOTT,  Goshen. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES.  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Sixth   District,   S.    H.   McCall. 
Eighth  District,  L.  F.  Harvey. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

Chas.  Merritt,  New  York.  A.  S.  Roberts,  Rome. 

W.  T.  Shannon,  Brookljm.  B.  R.  McGregor,  Rochester. 

W.  C.  Barrett,  Warsaw. 

ESSAYS. 

"Preserving  the  Teeth" O.  A.  Jarvia 

"Chemical  and  Galvanic  Action  on  the  Teeth" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Hyperesthesia": W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Professional  Education" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Anatomical  and  Histological  Structure  of  the  Deciduous 

Teeth" W.   C   Barrett 


SEVENTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  30,  1875. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  W.  C.  BARRETT,  Warsaw. 

Vice-President,  L.  S.  STRAW,  Newburgh. 

Rec,  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

•Cor.  Secretary,  S.  B.  PALMER,  Syracuse. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Fourth  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

Wm.  H.  Dwinelle,  New  York.  O.  R.  Young,  Troy. 

C  P.  Crandell,  Brooklyn.  L.  E.  Ireland,  Oneonta. 

John  Allen,  New  York.  W.  A.  Bronson,  New  York. 

ESSAYS. 

"Theory  and  Practice" F.  French. 

"Dental  Nutrition" O.  A.  Jarvis. 

"Cohesive  Gold  and  Leaky  Fillings" C.  A.  Marvin. 
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"Dental  Relations,  Requirements,  and  Possibilities" C.  P.  Fitch. 

"Dentistry  in  England" W.  H.  Waite,  Liverpool. 

"Indigestion,  Its  Cause  and  Effect" Frank  Abbott. 

"Success  and  Failure  of  Dental  Operations  Chemically 

Considered" S.  B.   Palmer. 

"Saving  of  Time  in  Dental  Operations,"  C.  Stoddard  Smith,  Springfield,  111. 


EIGHTH   ANNUAL  .MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  July  12,  1876. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  C.  A.  MARVIN,  Brooklyn. 

Vice-President,  L.  F.  HARVEY.  Buffalo. 

Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Cor.  Secretary,  S.  B.  PALMER,  Syracuse. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

permanent  members. 
J.  Smith  Dodge,  New  York.  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 

J.  Bond  Littig,  New  York.  Chas.  Barnes,  Syracuse. 

essays. 

"Treatment  of  Exposed  Pulps" W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Dental  Encyclopedia" B.  R.  McGregor. 

"Choice  of  Materials  in  Filling  Teeth" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Culture  of  Refined  Habits" C.  E.  Francis. 

"Violated  Laws" L.  S.  Straw. 

"Inflammation" L.  F.  Harvey. 

"Pus" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Dental   Pathology" C  A.  Marvin. 

"Sensitive  Dentine,  Its  Cause  and  Treatment" W.  H.  Dwindle. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Rec.  Secretary, 
Cor.  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


NINTH    ANNUAL   MEETING. 
Common  CorxciL  Chamber,  Albany,  May  9,  1877. 


OFFICERS. 

L  H.  HARVEY. 
A.  M.  HOLMES. 
S.  A.  FREEMAN. 
\V.  H.  ATKINSON, 
A.  C  HAWES, 


Buffalo, 
morrisville. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
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CENSORS. 
Eighth  District,  A.  P.  South  wick  (vice  Harvey,  resigned). 
First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 
Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 

PERMANENT   MEMBER. 

W.  St.  George  Elliott,  New  York. 

ESSAYS. 

"Dental  Associations" A.  M.  Holmes. 

*T>ental  versus  Medical  Practice" A.  C.  Hawes. 

"Management  of  Proximal  Surfaces  of  Bicuspids  and  Molars,"  S.  G.  Perry. 
"Structure  of  Bone,  Periosteum,  and  Dentine"  (Illustrated), 

Wm.  Hailes,  Jr.,  M.D. 

"Necrosis"   (Prize  Essay) .'...'. W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Artificial  Dentures" J.  G.  Ambler. 

"Dental  Science" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Necessity  for  Dental  Legislation" C.   P.   Crandell. 

"The  Use  of  Creosote  in  Treating  Simple  Exposure  of 

Dental  Pulps.  Is  it  Correct  Practice?" W.  C.  Barrett. 


TENTH   ANNUAL   MEETING. 
Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  8,  1878. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  A.  M.  HOLMES,  Morrisville. 

Vice-President,  C.  E.  FRANCIS,  New  York. 

Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Cor.  Secretary,  ^.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

censors. 
Sixth  District,  S.  H.  McCall. 
Eighth  District,  A.   P.   Southwick. 

permanent  members. 
C.  E.  Francis,  New  York.  F.  B.  Darby,  Elmira. 

Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr.,  Brooklyn.  W.  B.  Van  Vleck,  Hudson. 

O.  E.  Hill,  Brooklyn.  B.  Rathbun,  Dunkirk. 

G.  W.  Hoysradt,  Ithaca. 

ESSAYS. 

"Dental  Education" G.  W.  Bush,  M.  D. 

"Clinical  Observations  on  Anesthesia" W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Gunshot  Wounds  of  the  Mouth" W.  St.  Geo.  Elliott. 

"Artificial  Teeth" C.  N.  Eccleston. 

"Professional  Safeguards" J.  G.  Ambler. 

"Inflammation" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Eclectic  Practice  in  Dentistry" S.  B.  Palmer. 
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ELEVENTH   ANNUAL   MEETING. 

Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  14,  1879. 

OFFICERS. 

C.  E.  FRANCIS,  New  York. 

G.  C.  DABOLL,  Buffalo. 

S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

A.  C.  HA  WES,  New  York. 

censors. 
h  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
ith  District,  F.  French. 
District,  A.  M.  Holmes,  (vice  McCall  resigned). 

permanent  members. 
w  York.  A.  H.  Brockway,  Brooklyn, 

^ew  York.  Chas.  K.  Van  Vleck,  Hudson. 

W.  H.  Colgrove,  Johnstown. 

essays. 

W.  H.  Atkinson. 

and  Pathology  of  the  Teeth"   (Illustrated), 

Wm.  Hailes,  Jr.,  M.  D. 

Dental  Practice" G.  C.  Daboll. 

F.  M.  Odell. 

iction" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

Condition  of  Scientific  Progress" J.  Smith  Dodge,  Jr. 


TWELFTH   ANNUAL   MEETING. 

Albany  Med.  College.  Albany,  May  12,  1880. 
officers. 
O.  E.  HILL, 


G.  C  DABOLL, 
S.  A.  FREEMAN, 
W.  H.  ATKINSON, 
A.  H.  BROCKWAY, 


Brooklyn. 
Buffalo. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
Brooklyn. 


censors. 
ond  District,  W.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
th  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 
irth  District,  W.  H.  Colgrove  (vice  C.  F.  Rich). 

permanent  members. 
E.  C.  Baxter,  Albany. 
S.   A.   Freeman,   Buffalo. 

essays. 
S.   B.   Palmer. 

ds". G.  A.  Mills. 
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"Physiological  Requirements  of  Artificial  Dentures" W.  S.  Elliott 

"Cohesive  Gold" M.  H.  Webb,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

"Duties  of  Teachers  in  Dentistry" W.  H.  Atkinson, 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  11,  1881. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  O.  E.  HILL,  Brooklyn. 

Vice-President,  L.  S.  STRAW,  Newburgh. 

Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN.  Buffalo. 

Cor.  Secretary,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  A.  H.  BROCKWAY,  Brooklyn. 

censors. 
First  District,  N.   W.  Kingsley. 
Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 

permanent  members. 
Chas.  E.  Mensch,  Brooklyn.  C.  E.  Stacks,  Glens  Falls. 

Frank  D.  Nellis,  Syracuse.  M.  E.  Elmendorf,  Brooklyn. 

ESSAYS. 

"Elements  of  Progress  in  Dentistry" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Civilization  in  its  Relation  to'  the  Increasing  Degeneracy  of 

Human  Teeth."     (Prize  Essay) N.  W.  Kingsley. 

"Common  Sense  as  a  Most  Valuable  Factor  in  Dental 

Practice" C  A.  Marvin. 

"Comments  on  Modem  Dentistry" G.  W.  Weld. 

"Bacteria" Frank    Abbott. 

"Restoration  of  the  Crowns  of  Teeth" A.  M.  Holmes. 


FOURTEENTH    ANNUAL   MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  10,  1882. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Rec.  Secretary, 
Cor.  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


officers. 

L.  S.  STRAW, 
F.  FRENCH, 
J.  EDW.  LINE, 
W.  H.  ATKINSON. 
A.  H.  BROCKWAY, 


Newburgh, 
Rochester. 
Rochester. 
New  York. 

Br(X)KLYN. 


censors. 
Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
Eighth   District,   A.    P.   Southwick. 

permanent  members. 
J.  H.  Race,  Brooklyn.  Geo.  E.  I^mb,  Port  Henry. 

C  F.  W.  Bodecker,  New  York.  Benj.  Lord,  New  York. 
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ESSAYS. 

"Professional  Duties  and  Practical  Suggestions" C.  E.  Francis. 

"Carbolic  Acid" Frank  French. 

"The  Minute  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Tooth" Frank  Abbott 

"Gold  Restoration  of  Abraded  Dentures".' E.  Parmly  Brown. 


FIFTEENTH   ANNUAL   MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  9,  1883. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  L.  S.  STRAW,  Newburgh. 

Vice-President,  WM.  JARVIE,  Jr.,  Brooklyn. 

Secretary,  J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

Correspondent,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn. 

censors. 
Fourth  District,  W.   H.   Colgrove. 
Seventh  District,  F,  French. 

permanent  members. 

C.  A.  Woodward,  New  York.  J.  Edw.  Line,  Rochester. 

C.  W.  Harreys,  Brooklyn.  F.  LeGrand  Ames,  Albany. 

Chas.  Miller,  New  York. 
essays. 

"Longitudinal  Grooves  in  Teeth" C.  E.  Francis. 

"On  Certain  Microscopic  Elements  in  Pulpless  and  Gum- 
Denuded  Teeth  in  Their  Relations  to  the  Filling  of 
Roots  and  the  Re-attachment  of  the  Gum  Tissue" J.  Edw.  Line 

"Disease" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Artificial  Crowns" N.  W.  Kingslcy. 

"Artificial  Crowns" W.  Storer  How. 

"Extraction  of  Deciduous  Teeth"  (Prize  Essay) N.  W.  Kingsley. 

"Professional  Attainments  and  Popular  Needs" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  Cleft  Palate" A.  P.  Southwick. 

"Disease  of  the  Antrum" Frank  Abbott. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Correspondent, 

Treasurer, 


SIXTEENTH   ANNUAL   MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  14,  18 


officers. 
L.  S.  STRAW, 
F.  B.  DARBY, 
J.  EDW.  LINE, 
W.  H.  ATKINSON, 
H.  G.  MIRICK. 


Newburgh. 
Elmira. 
Rochester. 
New  York. 
Brooklyn. 
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CENSORS. 

Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

Frank  Abbott,  New  York.  John  J.  Pitts,  Brooklyn. 

B.  T.  Mason,  Phoenix.  Myron  D.  Jewell,  Richfield  Springs. 

Albert  M.  Wright,  Troy. 

ESSAYS. 

"Condensed  History  of  Histological  Observations" Frank  Abbott 

"Dental  Student" E.  Parmly  Brown. 

"Microscopical  Studies  upon  the  Absorption  of  the  Roots  of 

Temporary  Teeth"  (Prize  Essay) Frank  Abbott. 

"On  the  Transposition  of  Certain  Functions  of  the  Teeth" J.  Edw.  Line. 

"Preparation  of  the  Mouth  for  the  Insertion  of  Teeth  of 

Substitution" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"The  Influence  of  Antiseptics,  Filling  Materials,  etc.,  upon 

the  Fungi  of  Dental  Caries" W.  D.  Miller,  Berlin. 

"Anatomical  Reasons  for  Dento-Alveolar  Abscess  of  the 

Hard  Palate" J.  Edw.  Line. 


SEVENTEENTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  13,  1885. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  FRANK  B.  DARBY,  Elmira. 

Vice-President,  G.  C.  DABOLL,  Buffalo. 

Secretary,  J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

Correspondent,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn. 

CENSORS. 

First  District,  Wm.  Carr. 
Third  District,   S.    D.   French. 

permanent  member. 
B.  C  Nash. 

ESSAYS. 

"Pulpless  Teeth", C.  F.  Ives. 

"The  Herbst  Method  of  Filling  Teeth" C.  F.  W.  Bodecker. 

"Some  Recent  Events  connected  with  the  Dental  Profession 

in  England" W.  H.  Waite,  Liverpool. 

"Reproduction  of  Tissue  by  Sponge-Grafting" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Elements  of  Decay" W.  C  Barrett 

"Discoloration  of  Gold  Fillings" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Dental  Therapeutics" Frank  Abbott. 

"Effects  of  Amalgam  Fillings  upon  the  System" E.  A.  Bogue. 
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EIGHTEENTH   ANNUAL   MEETING. 

Assembly  Hall,  Albany,  May  12,  1886. 

OFFICERS. 

N.  W.  KINGSLEY,  New  York. 

B.  RATHBUN,  Dunkirk. 

J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

W.  H.  ATKINSON,         New  York. 

H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn, 

censors. 
Sixth  District,  A.   M.   Holmes. 
Eighth  District,  A.  P.  Southwick. 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

New  York.  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady, 

ansingburgh.  W.  C.  Stewart,  Elniira. 

F.  A.  Greene,  Geneva. 

ESSAYS. 

ictice" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

in  Dental   Prognosis" M.  D.  Jewell. 

if  the  Vital  Forces" Julian  W.  Russell. 

le  Teeth  as  a  Preventive  of  Decay" Charles  S.  Butler. 

ms" A.  H.  Brockway. 

Crown  and  Bridge  Work" E.  P.  Brown. 


NINETEENTH    ANNUAL   MEETING. 

Common  Council  Chamber^  Albany,  May  11.  1887. 

OFFICERS. 

N.  W.  KINGSLEY.  New  York. 

B.  RATHBUN,  Dunkirk. 

J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

W.  H.  ATKINSON,         New  York. 
H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn, 

censors. 
Fourth   District,    W.    H.    Colgrove. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 
permanent  members. 
York.  P.  W.  Weed,  Saratoga. 

t,  Brooklyn.  G.  L.  Curtis,  Syracuse. 

F.   E.  Howard,  Buffalo. 
essays. 
ad  Pulps  without  Fistulas  and  the  Better  Filling  of  Roots." 

J.  Morgan  Howe. 

, C.  T.  Stockwell,  Springfield,  Mass. 

F.  G.   Clark. 
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"The  Implantation  of  Teeth  in  Artificial  Sockets." 

Paper  No.  i G.  L.  Curtis. 

"    2 G.  W.  Weld,  M.D. 

"Laboratory  Work" G.  W.  Melotte. 

"Dental  Practice" E.  P.  Brown. 

"The  Legal  Status  of  Dentists" Daniel  Nason,  Esq. 


TWENTIETH    ANNU.AL   MEETING. 

Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  9,  1888. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

Vice-President,  C.  F.  RICH.  Saratoga  Springs. 

Secretary,  M.  D.  JEWELL,  Richfield  Springs. 

Correspondent,  G.  L  CURTIS,  '  Syracuse. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MI  RICK,  Brooklyn. 

censors. 
Second    District,    Wm.    Jarvie,    Jr. 
Fifth  District,  S.   B.    Palmer. 

permanent  Members. 
A.  R.  Starr,  New  York.  P.  S.  Garvey,  Hudson. 

J.  H.   Holley,  Warwick.  A.  Retter,  Utica. 

W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 

ESSAYS. 

"Esoteric  Law  of  Cure" R.  Ottolengui. 

"What  Lack  I  Yet?" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

Committee  on  Practice M.   L.   Rhein. 


TWENTY-FIRST   ANNUAL   MEETING. 

Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  8,  1889. 


President, 

rice-President, 

Secretary, 

Correspondent, 

Treasurer, 


officers. 

J.  EDW.  LINE. 
W.  W.  WALKER, 

F.  T.  VAN  WOERT. 

G.  L.  CURTIS, 
H.  G.  MIRICK, 

censors. 


Rochester, 
New  York. 
Brooklyn, 
Syracuse. 
Brooklyn. 


First  District,   Wm.    Carr. 
Third    District.    S.    D.    French. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


184  APPENDIX 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

John  I.  Hart,  New  York.  T.  C.  Royce,  Middletown. 

V.  H.  Jackson,  New  York.  B.  G.  Saunders,  Rochester. 

H.  A.  Birdsall,  Buffalo. 

ESSAYS. 

\ngle"  (Prize  Essay) C.  T.  Howard. 

olaris" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

eth" S.  B.  Palmer. 

id  its  Therapeutic  Applications" Chas.  L.  Lang,  M.  D. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hermanns  Bleeker  Hall,  Albany,  May  14,  1890. 

OFFICERS. 

W.  W.  WALKER,  New  York. 

G.  L.  CURTIS,  Syracuse. 

F.  T.  VAN  WOERT,  Brooklyn. 

R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 

H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn. 

censors. 
District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
District,  A.  P.  Southwick. 
District,  E.  C.  Baxter  (vice  S.  D.  French,  deceased). 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

New  York.  S.  E.  MacDougall,  Clinton. 

Brooklyn.  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Rochester. 

Troy. 

ESSAYS. 

Dree  in  the  Oral  Cavity" S.  B.  Palmer, 

Dental  Anatomy" W.  C.  Barrett. 

entist  to  Patient" .S.  E.  MacDougall. 

le   Antrum" J.    L    Hart. 

ion"   (Prize  Essay) W.  C.  Barrett. 

Applying  Springs  for  the  Purpose  of 

Teeth  without  the  use  of  Plates" V.  H.  Jackson. 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Lecture  Room,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  BlVg,  Albany,  May,  13,  1891. 

OFFICERS. 

W.  W.  WALKER,  New  York. 

F.  T.  VAN  WOERT,  Brooklyn. 

C.  S.  BUTLER,  Buffalo. 

R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 

H.  G.  MIRICK.  Brooklyn. 
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CENSORS. 

Fourth   District,   W.   H.   Colgrove. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

S.  A.  Schmidt,  Ilion.  K.  C.  Gibson,  New  York. 

E.  T.  Rippier,  Brooklyn.  R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

Chas.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo. 

ESSAYS. 

'Dental  Uses  of  Aristol" E.  C.  Kirk,  Philadelphia. 

"Dental  Education  and  Legislation" L.  D.  Shepard,  Boston. 

"Secondary  Dentine.     Its  Physiological  and  Pathological 

Significance" C.  N.  Peirce,   Philadelphia. 

"Congenital  Defects  in  Enamel" Frank  Abbott 

"Quantitative  and  Qualitative  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Teeth 

in  their  Relations  to  Work" J.  Edw.  Line 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  BlVg,  Albany,  May  11,  1892. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


OFFICERS. 

W.  W.  WALKER, 
F.  T.  VAN  WOERT, 
C.  S.  BUTLER, 
H.  G.  MIRICK, 
R.  OTTOLENGUI. 


New  York. 
Brooklyn. 
Buffalo. 
Brooklyn. 
New  York. 


censors. 
Second   District,   Wm.    Jarvie. 
F.ifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

permanent  members. 
Eugene  Palmer,  New  York.  W.  A.  Campbell,  Brooklyn. 

W.  C  Deane,  New  York.  W.  W.  Smith,  Penn  Yan, 

W.  W.  Coon,  Alfred. 

ESSAYS. 

"Dental    Erosion    and   the    Gouty    Diathesis;    Are    They 

usually  Associated  ?" Edw.  T.  Darby,  Philadelphia. 

"Treatment  of  Irregularities  of  the  Teeth" Eugene  S.  Talbot,  Chicago. 

"Electricity;  Its  Application  in  Dental  Practice," 

Albert  Carter  Westlake,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 
"Herbst  Method  of  Treating  Exposed  Pulps" C.  F.  W.  Bodecker. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bl'd'g,  Albany,  May  lo,  1893. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


OFFICERS. 

F.  T.  VAN  WOERT, 
H.  J.  BURKHART, 
C.  S.  BUTLER, 
J.  L  HART, 


Brooklyn. 
Batavia. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 


CENSORS. 

First  District,-  Wm.  Carr. 
Third  District,  E.  C.  Baxter. 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

John  H.  Meyer,  New  York.  F.  F.  Hawkins,  Troy. 

F.  O.  Kraemer,  Jr.,  Brookljii.  C.  F.  Howell,  Rochester. 

H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 

ESSAYS. 

"Early  History  of  Dental   Legislation  in  the  State  of 

New  York" A.  M.  Holmes. 

"Some  Thoughts  upon  Pyorrhea  Alveolar  is" W.  C.  Barrett. 

"A  Treatise  on  Methods  of  Correcting  Irregularities  of 

the  Teeth" V.  H.  Jackson. 


TWENTY-SIXTH   ANNUAL  MEETING. 

.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bl'd'g,  Albany,  IVIay  9,  1894. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 

Corrcsf^ondent, 


OFFICERS. 

F.  T.  VAN  WOERT, 
H.  J.  BURKHART, 
C   S.  BUTLER, 
J.  I.  HART. 
R.  OTTOLKXGUI. 


Brooklyn. 
Batavia. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
New  York. 


CE.XSORS. 

Sixth  District,  A.  M.   Hohnes. 
lii^rhth    District,   A.    P.    Southwick. 


PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 


M.  L.  Rhein,  New  York. 
Geo.  Evans,  New  York. 


M.   L.  Thompson,  Brooklyn. 
G.  H.  Hoysradt,  Ithaca. 


IT.   H.   Boswcll.  Buffalo. 

ESS.XYS. 

"Is  Pyorrhea  Curable?" J.  Allen  Osmun,  Newark,  N.  J. 

"The  Use  of  Peroxid  of  Sodium  a<;  recommended  by 

Dr.  E.  C.  Kirk" ." Wm.  J.  Turner. 
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*'The  First  Permanent  Molar" R.  M.  Sanger,  Orange,  N.  J. 

"Crown  and  Bridge  Work.     A  Protest  against  some  of 

Its  Abuses" '...S.  H.  Guilford,  Philadelphia. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Academy  Hall,  Albany,  May  8,  1895. 


President, 

l^'ice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


OFFICERS. 

H.  J.  BURKHART,  • 
C.  K.  VAN  VLECK, 
C.  S.  BUTLER, 
J.  I.  HART, 
R.  OTTOLENGUI, 


Bat  A  VI  A. 
Hudson. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
New  York. 


CENSORS. 

Fourth  District,  W.  H.  Colgrove. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 

Third  District,  A.  M.  Wright  (appointed  by  Pres.  Burkhart  in  place 
of  E.  C.  Baxter,  deceased,  July  14,  1895). 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York.  F.  C.  Royce,  Middletown. 

L.  C.  LeRoy,  New  York.  F.  S.  Emerson,  Brooklyn. 

J.  H.  Collins,  Granville. 

ESSAYS. 

*'The  Etiobgy  of  Green-Stain" Carl  Theodore  Gramm,  Chicago. 

''Therapeutics  of  Green-Stain" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"The  Classification  of  So-Called  Green-Stain" W.  C.  Barrett. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  13,  1896. 


President, 

I  'ice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


OFFICERS. 

H.  J.  BURKHART, 
C  K  VAN  VLECK, 
C.  S.  BUTLER, 
J.  I.  HART, 
R.  OTTOLENGUI, 


Batavia. 
Hudson. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
New  York. 


BOARD  of   dental   EXAMINERS. 

(Old  Board  of  Censors.) 


I  St  Dist,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York. 
ad  Dist.,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn. 
^d  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
4th  Dist.,    W.   H.    Colgrove,   Johns- 
town. 
5th  Dist.,  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 


6th  Dist.,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morris- 
ville. 

7th  Dist.,  F.  French^  Rochester 
(Secretary). 

8th  Dist.,  A.  P.  Southwick,  Buf- 
falo (President). 
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PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

J.  W.  Taylor,  New  York.  J.  W.  Canaday,  Albany. 

W.  H.  Johnston,  Brooklyn.  T.  H.  Foulds,  Glens  Falls. 

H.  H.  Tompkins,  Utica. 

ESSAYS. 

Solaris;  Its  Causation,  Diagnosis,  and 

C.  N.  Peircc,  Philadelphia. 

?ees" S.   G.   Perrv. 


TWENTY-'KINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Albany,  May  12,  1897. 

OFFICERS. 

H.  J.  BURKHART,  Batavia. 

.     C.  K  VAN  VLECK,  Hudson. 

C.  S.  BUTLER,  Buffalo. 

J.  I.  HART,  New  York. 

R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 

board  of  dental  examiners. 
Carr,  New  York.  6th  Dist.,    A.    M.    Holmes,   Morris- 

Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  ville. 

Wright,  Troy.  7th    Dist.,    F.     French,    Rochester 

H.    Colgrove,   Johns-  (Secretary). 

8th  Dist.,   A.    P.    SouTHwiCK,    Buf- 
Palmer,  Syracuse.  falo  (President). 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

jeneseo.  F.  W.  Low,  Buffalo. 

1,  Brooklyn.  A.  L.  Swift,  New  York. 

R.  I.  Verplanck,  Albany. 

ESSAYS. 

Correspondent R.   OttolenguL 

;!ommittee  on  Practice A.  R.  Starr. 

ngs,  with  a  Practical  Demonstration," 

G.  V.  Black,  Jacksonville,  111. 

i-rcnuii  organizations" James  Truman,  Philadelphia. 

"Irregularities  of  the  Teeth  and  their  Correction," 

J.  N.  Farrar,  New  York. 

"Cataphoresis" Henry  W.  Gillett,  Newport,  R.   I. 

"The  Need  of  a  National  Dental  Organization,"  B.  Holly  Smith,  Baltimore. 
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THIRTIETH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Albany,  May  11,  1898 

OFFICERS. 

President,  F.  LeGRAND  AMES,  Albany. 

Vice-President,  JOHN  I.  HART,  New  York. 

Secretary,  CHARLES  S.  BUTLER,         Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  CHARLES  W.  STAINTON,  Buffalo. 

Correspondent,  R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 

BOARD  OF  DENTAL  EXAMINERS. 


1st  Dist.,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York. 
2d  Dist,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn. 
3d  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
4th  Dist.,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady. 
5th  Dist.,    S.    B.    Palmer,    Syracuse 
(President). 


6th  Dist,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 
7lh    Dist.,     F.     French,     Rochester 

(Secretary). 
8th  Dist.,  H.  J.  BuRKHART,  Batavia. 


PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 


S.  Freeman,  New  York. 
F.  H.  Lee,  Auburn. 


C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo. 
W.  E,  Snyder,  Amsterdam. 
W.  F.  Tremain,  Rome. 


ESSAYS. 

Report  of  the  Correspondent,  "Prosthetic  Dentistry". R.  Ottolengui. 

Report  Committee  on  Practice L.  C.  LeRoy. 

**lgnorance  of  Dentistry  and  Medicine  a  Source  of  Misery 

and  Poverty" E.  A.  Shillinger,  Dalton,  Mass. 

"Removable  Bridge,  Showing  Some  Novel  Features," 

S.  S.  Stowell,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
**The  Histology  of  Cementum,  Normal  and  Otherwise,* 

L  N.  Broomell,  Philadelphia. 

"Leucoplakia" J.    S.    Marshall,   Chicago. 

'^Studies  of  Maxillary  Bones,  No.  2" M.  H.  Cryer,  Philadelphia. 

"The  Toxic  Effect  of  Cocain,  induced  through  Cataphoresis, 
applied  to  a  Pulp  Preparatory  to*  its  Removal," 

M.  W.  Foster,  Baltimore,  Md. 


THIRTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  Albany,  May  10,  1899. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


OFFICERS. 

F.  LeGRAND  AMES, 
J.  I.  HART, 
W.  A.  WHITE, 
C.  W.  STAINTON, 
R.  OTTOLENGUI, 


Albany. 
New  York. 
Phelps. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
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BOARD  OF   DENTAL   EXAMINERS. 

1st  Dist.,  W>t.  Carr,  New  York.  6th  Dist.,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 

2d  Dist.,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  7th     Dist.,     F.     French,     Rochester 
3d  Dist.,  A.  M.  .Wright,  Troy.  (Secretary). 

4th  Dist.,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  8th  Dist.,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 
5th  Dist.,    S.    B.    Palmer,    Syracuse 
(President). 

permanent  members. 
R.  C.  Brewster,  Brooklyn.  Frank  Wright,  Ticonderoga. 

M.  L.  Rowe,  Albany.  C  J.  Peters,  Syracuse. 

A.  E.  Preston,  Delevan. 

ESSAYS. 

Report  of  Correspondent.  "Interstate  Comity  in  Dental 

Legislation" R.    Ottolengui. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice L.  C.  LeRoy. 

"The  Dentist's  Posture" L.  D.  Shepard,  Boston,  Mass. 

"Microscopic  Projection"   (Illustrated) Wm.  Hailes,  Jr.,  Albany. 

"Novelties  in  Prosthetic  Dentistry" R.  M.  Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

"Restoring  Badly  Broken-Down  Molars  and  Bicuspids  to 

Usefulness" A.    Retter. 


THIRTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  Albany,  May  9.  1900. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  F.  LeGRAND  AMES.  Albany. 

Vice-President,  J.  I.  HART,  New  York. 

Secretary,  W.  A.  WHITE.  Phelps. 

Treasurer,  C.  W.  STAINTON,  Buffalo. 

Correspondent.  R.  OTTOLENGUI.  New  York. 

BOARD   OF   DENTAL   EXAMINERS. 

1st  Dist.,  Wm.  Carr.  New  York.  6th  Dist,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 

2d  Dist.,  Wm.  Jarvie.  Brooklyn.  7th     Dist.,     F.     French,     Rochester 
,ld  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy.  (Secretary). 

4th  Dist.,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  8th  Dist..  H.  J.  Burkh.\rt,  Batavia. 
5lh  Dist.,    S.    B.    Palmer.    Syracuse 
(President). 

permanent  members.  , 

Samuel  L.  Goldsmith,  New  York.  J.  L.  Appleton,  Albany. 

H.  C.  Ferris.  Brooklyn.  A.  R.  Cooke,  Syracuse. 

F.  L.   Sibley.  Rochester. 

essays. 

"Porcelain  as  a  Beneficial  .A.rt  in  Dentistry." 

Frederick  J.  Capon,  Toronto,  Canada. 
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"The  Status  of  the  Inlay  in  Comparison  with  Other 

Fillings" Joseph    Head,    Philadelphia. 

"Evolution  in  Dental   Practice  within  the  History  of  the 

Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York" S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 

"Pericemental  Abscess" Edward  C.  Kirk,  Philadelphia. 

Report  of   Correspondent,   "Dental    Problems,"   R.   Ottolengui,   New   York. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice Henry  D.  Hatch,  New  York. 

"Diagnosis" .v  .  .Chas.  H.  Barnes,   Syracuse. 

"A  Plea  for  Less  of  Crown-Work  and  More  of  Good  Gold  Fillings," 

F.  Milton  Smith,  New  York. 


THIRTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  Albany,  May  8,  190 1. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  J.  I.  HART,  New  York. 

Vice-President,  R.  H.  HOFHEINZ,  Rochester. 

Secretary,  W.  A.  WHITE,  PAelps. 

Treasurer,  C  W.  STAINTON.  '             Buffalo. 

Correspondent,  H.  D.  HATCH,  New  York. 

board  of  dental  examiners. 

1st  Dist.,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  6th  Dist..  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 

2d  Dist.,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  7th    Dist.,     F.     French,     Rochester, 

3d  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy.  (Secretary). 

4th  Dist.,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  8th  Dist.,  H.  J.  Burkhart.  Batavia. 
5th  Dist.,    S.    B.    Palmer,    Syracuse 
(President). 

permanent  members. 

C.  H.  Barnes,  Syracuse.  H.  C.  McBrair,  Middletown. 

C.  A.  Dubois,  New  York.  P.  S.  Oakley,  Troy. 

G.  A.  Englert,  Catskill.  E.  R  Reinhart,  Schenectady. 

S.  E^chelman,  Buffalo.  F.  W.  Proseus,  Rochester. 

H.  B.  Huver,  Buffalo.  W.  S.  Rose,  Schenectady. 

R.  G.  Hutchins,  Jr.,  Brooklyn.  W.  D.  Tracy,  New  York. 

essays. 
"Surgical  Operations  for  Closure  of  Cleft  Palate  in  Relation  to 

Speech  and  Health" G.  V.  I.  Brown.  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

** Pericemental  Abscess" E.  S.  Talbott,  Chicago,  111. 

•'Removable  Porcelain  Bridge  Work" W.  E.  Griswold,  Denver,  Colo. 

"Laws  Regulating  the  Practice  of  Dentistry  and  their 

Enforcement" W.  A.  Purrington,  New  York  City. 

Report  of  Correspondent,  "The  Solution  of  Dental  Problems," 

H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York  City. 

Report  Committee  on   Practice A.   R.   Cook,  Syracuse. 

"Dentistry  in  State  Institutions" F.  W.  Proseus,  Rochester. 
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DENTAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

DISCUSSION  OF  correspondent's  REPORT.         SEE  PAGE  I40 

Dr.  Goldsmith:  The  question  brought  to  our  notice  by  the 
correspondent  for  this  year  is  a  very  vital  one  and  one  which  seems 
to  be  viewed  differently  by  many  of  the  members  of  the  profession. 
That  there  should  be  some  organized  effort  to  solve  the  various 
problems  which  exist,  and  arise  from  time  to  time,  seems  to  be  fairly 
well  agreed.  This  effort,  however,  from  the  limited  vote  taken  it 
would  appear  should  be  supplemental  to  one  of  an  individual  nature. 

Our  correspondent  says  he  is  an  evolutionist,  and  in  regard  to  the 
subject  under  discussion  I  am  in  accord  with  him.  In  my  estimation 
dental  problems  will  best  be  solved  when  dental  society  organiza- 
tion has  been  improved.  Every  state  in  the  union  should  be  made 
up  of  districts  which  contribute  delegates,  etc.,  to  the  state  society 
the  same  as  our  own  state  society.  These  various  state  societies 
then  to  send  delegates  to  the  national  society  as  also  already  pro- 
vided. 

The  point,  however,  which  I  wish  to  bring  out  is  that  each 
state  society  should  contribute  funds  to  the  parent  or  nsttional  society 
by  which  there  should  be  established  a  national  academy  of  dentistry 
or  national  dental  laboratory,  the  name  to  be  decided  after  the 
project  had  assumed  shape.  The  national  academy  to  be  com- 
posed only  of  such  men  as  had  demonstrated  their  abilities  in 
special  work,  who  would  receive  sufficient  compensation  to  make 
them  independent  of  the  necessity  of  earning  a  living  at  the  chair. 

It  has  been  stated  that  men  work  best  who  work  without 
pecuniary  reward,  but,  gentlemen,  the  men  who  would  comprise 
the  national  academy  of  dentistry  should  be  only  those  who  had 
already  demonstrated  their  abilities  and  the  title  F.  N.  A.  D. 
(Fellow  of  the  National  Academy  of  Dentistry)  would  be  a  goal 
the  desire  to  reach  which  would  stimulate  individual  effort. 

Dr.  Ottoleng^i,  in  his  report  as  correspondent  a  year  ago,  sug- 
gested establishing  an  honorary  membership  in  the  national  society, 
and  suggested  a  title  of  Fellow  of  the  National  Association.  The 
idea  herein  outlined  differs  inasmuch  as  the  fellowship  suggested 
is  not  a  membership  in  the  society,  but  is  to  be  a  salaried  office  for 
definite  work.     One  objection  to  establishing  any  position  of  this 
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sort  is  that  political  influence  and  not  merit  might  be  the  principal 
factor  in  obtaining  preferment.  This  would  be  eliminated  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  requirement  that  the  successful  competitor  must 
be  one  who  had  already  demonstrated  his  superiority  and  might  still 
further  be  excluded  by  constituting  an  elective  commission  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  various  college  faculties  and  containing 
also  some  eminent  member  of  the  bench. 

Should  this  dream  ever  be  realized  and  the  academy  firmly  estab- 
lished I  do  not  think  it  would  be  at  all  out  of  the  way  to  expect 
a  contribution  from  the  government.  Why  is  it  that  the  Germans 
have  led  in  medical  research?  It  is  because  the  government  en- 
courages and  supports  it.  The  work  for  the  most  part  is  done  in 
colleges  supported  by  the  government,  but  as  a  government  dental 
college  is  practically  out  of  the  question  in  this  country,  let  us 
do  what  we  can  to  establish  a  national  academy  of  research  and 
the  sooner  the  national  society  is  looked  up  to  as  the  parent  of  the 
state  societies  in  fact,  and  substantially  supported  with  financial 
aid  the  sooner  will  our  end  be  achieved. 

Great  works  are  not  accomplished  at  once,  nor  do  I  expect  the 
academy  to  be  built  in  a  day,  but  the  sooner  factional,  sectional 
and  collegiate  jealousies  are  subdued  the  sooner  will  the  brake  be 
removed  from  the  wheels  of  progress  and  the  easier  it  will  be  to 
solve  dental  problems. 

The  national  association  at  its  last  meeting  voted  that  the  sec- 
tions should  make  an  effort  to  encourage  original  work  and  tliat 
they  should  appoint  a  supervisory  committee.  1  am  informed  this 
committee  was  to  select  and  pay  some  one  to  perform  special  work 
each  year.  I  am  not  informed,  however,  whether  this  plan  ever 
matured.    It  was  good  as  far  as  it  went,  but  it  did  not  go  far  enough. 

In  the  meantime  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Hatch,  which  he  made 
last  year,  and  repeated  in  his  report  just  read,  is  a  very  good  one, 
and  deserves  more  notice  than  was  given  last  year.  There  are  cer- 
tain questions,  for  instance,  that  of  cements,  which,  had  we  a  paid 
chemist,  would  be  nearer  solution;  and  I  think  the  society  would 
do  well  to  take  action  on  the  subject.  Should  this  plan  be  success- 
fully carried  out  other  societies  would  probably  emulate  our  ex- 
ample and  many  of  the  problems  which  now  perplex  us  would  be 
solved. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


DENTAL  SOCIETY 


OF  THE 


State  of  New  York. 


thirty-fourth 
Annual    Meetinq, 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
M  AY,    1 9  O  2  . 


uigiTizea  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRANSACTIONS 


OF  THE 


DENTAL  SOCI 


OF  THE 


State  of  New  York. 


Thirty-fourth  Annual  Mee 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  May,  1902. 


COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLICATION. 

W.  A.  White,  Wm.  Jarvie,  VV.  W.  Smith, 

Phelps.  Brooklyn.  Rochester. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRANSACTIONS 


Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


Proceedings  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Meeting. 


FIRST  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  thirty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Hotel 
Ten  Eyck,  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  May  14  and  15,  1902.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  John  I.  Hart,  of  New 
York,  at  10.15  o'clock.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Charles  W. 
Heisler,  of  Albany,  who  invoked  the  Divine  blessing  on  the  de- 
liberations of  the  society.  On  roll-call  by  the  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  A. 
White,  the  following  members  answered  the  call : 

Permanent  Members. 

F.  Le  Grand  Ames,  J.  L.  Appleton,  C.  H.  Barnes,  R.  C.  Brewster, 
H.  J.  Burkhart,  W.  A.  Campbell,  J.  W.  Canaday,  Wm.  Carr,  W. 
H.  Colgrove,  A.  R.  Cooke,  J.  W.  Cowen,  W.  C.  Deane,  C.  A. 
Dubois,  Geo.  A.  Englert,  H.  C.  Ferris,  T.  H.  Foulds,  S.  Freeman, 
Frank  French,  P.  S.  Garvey,  S.  L.  Goldsmith,  O.  J.  Gross,  John  I. 
Hart,  H.  D.  Hatch,  A.  M.  Holmes,  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  R.  G.  Hutchins, 
H.  B.  Huver,  Wm.  Jarvie,  W.  H.  Jdmston,  F.  O.  Kraemer,  F.  H. 
Lee,  Louis  C.  Le  Roy,  Benj.  C.  Nash,  R.  Ottolengui,  S.  B.  Palmer, 
A.  E.  Preston,  E.  B.  Reinhart,  M.  L.  Rhein,  E.  T.  Rippier,  W.  S. 
Rose,  M.  L.  Rowe,  F.  C.  Royce,  W.  W.  Smith,  C.  W.  Stainton, 
W.  E.  Snyder,  A.  L.  Swift,  W.  D.  Tracy,  F.  C.  Walker,  W.  A. 
White,  A.  M.  Wright,  F.  Wright,  E.  J.  Young. 
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Delegate  Members. 

First  District— F.  L.  Fossume,  Wm.  D.  Tracy,  Geo.  P.  Willis, 
Ralph  B.  Reitz,  F'd'k  L.  Stanton. 

Second  District:— W.  J.  Turner,  F.  B.  Keppy,  F.  P.  Hamlei, 
H.  P.  Gould,  Ellison  Hillyer,  J.  H.  Hanning,  G.  Sandhusen. 

Third  District— H.  G.  Nelson,  J.  W.  Hine,  C.  W.  Wheeler,  M.  J. 
Barrett. 

Fourth  District — L.  A.  Timmerman,  C.  R.  Holt,  H.  E.  Douglas, 
J.  Barraclough,  S.  A.  Demarest. 

Fifth  District — ^J.  C.  Benz,  G.  B.  Beach,  J.  E.  Cummings,  J.  H. 
Dower. 

Sixth  District — Wm.  J.  Le  Suer,  Chas.  M.  Dunne. 

Seventh  District — F.  Messerschmitt,  G.  G.  Burnes,  B.  C.  Guile, 
L.  C.  Jones,  C.  F.  Bunbury,  B.  G.  Saunders,  C.  Elmendorf. 

Eighth  District — H.  B.  Lyon,  A.  E.  Mimmack. 

New  York  Dental  School — R.  M.  Sanger. 

Visitors. 

A.  E.  Webster,  Toronto,  Canada;  M.  Degenhardt,  New  York; 
C.  H.  Klindt,  New  York;  N.  C.  Foote,  Tupper  Lake,  N.  Y.;  L.  J. 
Smith,  Waterford,  N.  Y. ;  Morton  Vanhouse,  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  Wm. 
C.  Hepburn,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. ;  J.  F.  Wark,  Corinth,  N.  Y. ; 
H.  E.  Chesebrough,  Greenwich,  N.  Y.  ;J.  Barraclough,  Sandy  Hill, 
N.  Y. ;  C.  E.  Parkhurst,  Somerville,  Mass.;  Geo.  Hammond,  Port 
Jervis;  A.  G.  Dana,  Bennington,  Vt. ;  C.  H.  Bishop,  Kingston, 
N.  Y. ;  W.  F.  Wilkinson,  Warrensburgh,  N.  Y. ;  C.  F.  Wheeler, 
Albany,  N.  Y. ;  Joseph  Head,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Chas.  F.  Kelley. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Lionel  M.  Hamburger,  New  York ;  G.  L.  Prim- 
rose, Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  R.  M.  Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J. ;  J.  F. 
Adams,  New  York ;  S.  S.  Stowell,  Pittsfield,  Mass. ;  A.  F.  Hawley, 
Waterford,  N.  Y. ;  L.  A.  Demarest,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y. ;  Gladstone 
Goode,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  C.  S.  Dewitt,  Canastota,  N.  Y. ;  G.  N.  Yates, 
Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. ;  J.  K.  Burnette,  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Burkiiart  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of 
the  last  session  be  dispensed  with,  inasmuch  as  they  appeared  in  full 
in  the  Transactions. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Appleton,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, asked  for  further  time  before  submitting  his  report. 
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The  request  was  granted,  and  a  ten-minute  recess  was  taken  for 
the  payment  of  dues  and  reception  of  delegate  members. 

\' ice-President  Dr.  R.  H.  Hofheinz  occupied  the  chair  while 
the  President,  Dr.  Hart^  read  his  annual  address,  for  which  see 
page  63. 

Vice-President  Hofheinz  appointed  the  following  committee  to 
ref)ort  on  the  President's  address :  Dr.  Wm.  Carr,  Dr.  Wm.  Jarvie, 
and  Dr.  H.  J.  Burkhart,  who  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  President's 
annual  address  advising  the  consideration  of  a  three  days'  session  would 
respectfully  report  that,  after  consultations  with  many  members  of  the 
society,  they  think  such  a  change  would  not  be  at  present  desirable. 

(Signed)  William  Carr, 

William  Jarvib, 
H.  J.  Burkhart. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-laws : 

TREASURER'S  REPORT.  - 
Balance  reported  last  year $xi4-54 

Receipts. 

Membership  dues   $258.00 

District  Societies : 240.00 

Dental  Colleges  12.00 

Initiation  fees  55-00 

Law  Committee  fines  550.00 

State  Regents  159840    2713.40 

Total  resources  $2827.94 

Expenditures. 

Stenographer  $7500 

Secretary    100.00 

Secretary's  bill,  sundries 78.47 

Treasurer  50.00 

Treasurer's  bill,  sundries  4,25 

**            "     printing    16.50 

Committee  of  Arrangements 9.05 

Law  Committee,  sundries   18.00 

Law  Committee,  attorney's  fees  2074.13    2425.40 

Balance  on  hand $402.54 

C.  W.  Stainton,  Treasurer. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ethics  was  next  submitted  and 
accepted. 

Dr.  H.  J.  BuRKHART,  chairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  re- 
ported the  following  program,  and  suggested  that  all  routine  busi- 
ness be  disposed  of  at  the  morning  session  so  as  to  devote  the  other 
sessions  to  the  essays  and  discussions.  (Report  accepted  and  sug- 
gestion agreed  to.) 

Program. 

President's  Address.    John  I.  Hart,  D.D.S.,  New  York  city. 

Report  of  Correspondent.  Henry  D.  Hatch,  D.D.S.,  New  York  city. 
Discussion  opened  by  C.  S.  Butler,  D.D.S.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  A.  R.  Cooke,  D.D.S.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Discussion  opened  by  F.  L.  Sibley,  D.D.S.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

"Root  Fillings  and  Their  Relative  Value."  Leo  Greenbaum,  D.D.S.,  Phila- 
delphia.   Discussion  opened  by  W.  J.  Turner,  D.D.S.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

"The  Practical  Side  of  It."  S.  S.  Stowell,  D.D.S.,  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Dis- 
cussion opened  by  L.  Meisburger,  D.D.S.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

"Comparative  Value  of  Ordinary  Sealings  for  Root  Dressing  as  Ex- 
cluders of  Bacteria,"  A.  E.  Webster,  M.D.,  D.D.S.,  L.D.S.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
Discussion  opened  by  M.  L.  Rhein,  D.D.S.,  New  York  city. 

"Extension  for  Prevention."  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  D.D.S.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Discussion  opened  by  Wm.  Jarvie,  D.D.S.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

"Porcelain  Crown-  and  Bridge- Work.  From  the  Hygienic  Point  of  View." 
J.  Head,  D.D.S.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Discussion  opened  by  W.  D.  Tracy, 
D.D.S.,  New  York  city. 

"Cements;"  W.  V-B.  Ames,  D.D.S.,  Chicago,  111.  Discussion  by  Special 
Committee  presenting  results  of  tests  and  experiments:  Drs.  F.  W.  Low, 
C  W.  Stainton,  A.  E.  Mimmack,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  W.  W.  Belcher,  F.  M. 
Rood,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  J.  W.  Cowen,  Genesee.  N.  Y. ;  W.  D.  Tracy,  New 
York  city;  F.  B.  Keppy,  W.  J.  Turner,  R.  G.  Hutchinson,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.; 
H.  Gillett,  Newport,  R.  I. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LAW. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — The  Committee  on  Law  of  the  Dental 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  respectfully  reports  as  follows : 

Immediately  after  its  election,  your  committee  organized  by  electing  Dr. 
William  Carr  chairman,  with  authority  to  retain  Wm.  A.  Purrington,  Esq., 
as  counsel. 

There  were  pending  at  the  date  of  our  last  report  two  cases  wherein  war- 
rants had  not  been  issued,  namely,  the  matter  of  Heflry  J.  Taft,  of  Brooklyn, 
and  that  of  William  Walker,  in  Troy. 

In  the  borough  of  Brooklyn  there  were  two  sets  of  magistrates  claiming 
the  offices ;  one  set  by  right  of  election,  the  other  set  by  right  of  appointment, 
— which  anomolous  condition  of  affairs  seemed  to  make  it  advisable  not  to 
apply  for  warrants  in  that  borough,  except  where  absolutely  necessary,  until 
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the  courts  should  decide  who  were  entitled  to  sit  as  magistrates.  The  Court 
of  Appeals  has  not  yet  decided  this  question.  In  the  case  of  Taft,  we  are 
informed  that  he  has  ceased  to  practice,  and  if  this  be  true  the  end  of  the  law 
has  been  obtained. 

Our  counsel  has  communicated  with  the  society's  representatives  in  Troy, 
offering  to  prosecute  Walker  as  soon  as  an  affidavit  should  be  provided  in 
that  city  as  to  the  necessary  facts.  In  the  absence  of  such  affidavit  we  could 
do  nothing. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  twenty-nine  warrants  issued,  which  is 
fifteen  more  than  during  the  year  from  May  i,  1900,  to  May  i,  1901. 

The  fines  imposed  have  aggregated  $1000,  which  is  the  same  amotmt  as 
that  imposed  during  the  previous  year,  exclusive  of  $100,  imposed  in  the  year 
1901  in  cases  coming  over  from  1900,  making  a  total  of  fines  imposed  during 
that  year  of  $1100.  We  have  collected  this  year,  however,  $150  of  fines  from 
the  year  before,  so  the  receipts  will  really  be  $50  more,  when  the  Controller 
shall  have  paid  over  the  amounts  now  in  his  hands. 

Out  of  twenty-nine  warrants  issued  we  have  tried  nineteen  cases,  securing 
seventeen  convictions,  there  being  only  two  acquittals.  Five  complaints 
were  withdrawn,  one  defendant  was  discharged  by  a  magistrate,  one  fled  the 
jurisdiction,  and  two  cases  are  awaiting  trial. 

Out  of  the  $1000  in  fines  imposed,  one  fine  of  $50  was  served  out  in  prison, 
leaving  $950  to  come  to  the  society. 

Of  the  two  acquittals,  one  was  in  New  York  city  and  one  in  Rochester. 
The  New  York  case  was  that  of  William  F.  Bronough,  a  negro.  The  wit- 
nesses against  him  were  Julia  Winkler,  a  detective,  and  a  patient.  Mrs. 
Hatchett,  both  white  women.  The  alleged  patient  denied  under  examination 
that  Bronough  had  practiced  upon  her.  He  produced  two  witnesses  to  con- 
tradict the  detective.  Her  receipt  differed  from  the  carbon  copy  in  the 
office  as  to  the  amount  paid.  One  or  the  other  had  been  tampered  with, 
and  as  the  Court  was  in  doubt,  we  suggested  that  the  defendant  be  given  the 
benefit  of  this  doubt,  and  he  was  accordingly  acquitted. 

The  other  case  was  the  acquittal  of  Estella  Hapman,  tried  in  Rochester  on 
July  30th.  She  was  a  comely  woman,  who  swore  that  she  was  a  student, 
acting  under  the  direction  of  a  preceptor  in  an  adjoining  room.  The  wit- 
ness against  her  was  a  detective.  The  jury  were  out  four  hours,  and  finally 
rendered  a  verdict  according  to  their  sympathies  for  the  woman. 

The  defendant  discharged  by  a  magistrate  was  Samuel  J.  Arkin.  after- 
wards re-arrested,  convicted,  and  fined.  The  patient,  upon  whom  we  relied, 
stated  out  of  court  that  the  accused  practiced  upon  her,  but  swore  before  the 
magistrate  that  the  practice  was  done  by  Arkin's  registered  assistant  (who 
was  the  instigator  of  the  prosecution,  and  who  was  avowedly  actuated  by 
malice,  growing  out  of  their  financial  transactions).  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  court  could  not  do  otherwise  than  discharge  the  defendant. 

The  withdrawals  have  been  as  follows:  In  Rochester,  Thomas  H.  Mc- 
Dermott,  Charles  Angle,  and  one  Pollock,  all  of  whom  made  affidavit  that 
they  would  not  violate  the  law  in  future.    The  officers  of  the  Seventh  Dis- 
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trict  Society,  appreciating  certain  difficulties  which  were  pointed  out  to  them 
after  the  arrests  were  made,  assented  to  these  withdrawals. 

In  New  York  city,  the  withdrawals  were  in  the  cases  of  Samuel  J.  Arkin 
and  William  Hendricks.  As  previously  stated,  Arkin  was  subsequently 
convicted. 

The  person  who  fled  the  jurisdiction  was  Richard  Seely,  of  Medemann's 
•  Union  Painless  Dental  Co.    A  warrant  was  issued,  but  he  fled  before  it  could 
be  executed. 

The  cases  pending  are  those  of  Floyd  Danforth  and  George  H.  Martin. 
Dan  forth  and  Martin  were  arrested  together  with  Charles  Keller,  out  of  the 
New  York  Painless  Dental  Company.  They  were  all  registered  dentists,  the 
charge  against  them  being  failure  to  post  their  names.  The  chief  complain- 
ing witnesses  were  Detective  Sergeant  Robert  Charlton,  corroborated  by 
Joseph  Mundy,  a  fireman,  and  his  wife,  all  actual  patients,  and  all  complain- 
ing of  malpractice.  The  defendants  were  represented  by  Mr.  Robert  Todd, 
the  regular  attorney  of  the  New  York  Painless  Dental  Co.,  and  Mr.  Ungcr, 
late  Assistant  District  Attorney  of  New  York  county.  The  (Jcfence  was  that 
the  names  were  actually  posted,  on  cards  smaller  than  visiting  cards,  placed 
on  a  rack  on  the  window  frame,  beneath  the  instrument  rack.  These  cases 
were  bitterly  contested,  and  many  adjournments  procured,  but  eventually 
Keller  was  convicted,  and  at  once  appealed.  The  Justices  of  Special  Ses- 
sions remitted  the  cases  of  Danforth  and  Martin,  to  await  the  result  of  the 
appeal,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  attack  the  constitutionality  of  so  much  of 
the  Dental  Law  as  requires  posting  of  the  names  of  practitioners. 

In  July  last,  Mr.  Purrington,  at  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  your  com-- 
mittee  and  at  his  personal  expense,  visited  Rochester,  Buffalo,  and  Syracuse. 
In  Buffalo  a  conference  was  had  with  Dr.  Freeman,  who  at  that  time  had 
no  case  ready  for  prosecution.  Later  on,  forms  of  complaint  were  sent  to 
Dr.  Freeman,  in  the  matter  of  one  Gadsley,  in  Batavia,  who,  under  the  advice 
of  local  counsel,  was  duly  arrested.  Mr.  Purrington  had  purchased  his  ticket, 
and  was  on  his  way  to  the  train,  when  your  chairman  received  a  telegram 
from  Dr.  Burkhart  advising  him  that  Gadsley  had  anticipated  trial  by  plead- 
ing guilty  and  sentence  was  suspended.  Your  chairman  at  once  communi- 
cated with  Mr.  Purrington  stating  the  facts,  and  that  his  presence  was  no 
longer  required  in  Batavia  to  conduct  the  trial. 

In  Syracuse  Dr.  Cook  had  one  case  which  he  considered  good,  but  on 
going  over  the  evidence  it  was  decided  best  not  to  prosecute,  as  the  com- 
plaining witness  was  a  young  lad.  While  his  parents  were  absent  from  the 
city,  he  had  gone  to  the  dental  office  at  the  suggestion  of  his  Sunday-school 
teacher,  who  did  not  at  the  time  realize  the  unpleasant  position  in  which  the 
boy  would  be  placed  as  complaining  witness.  The  case  was  therefore  tem- 
porarily dropped. 

In  Rochester,  Norman  Spencer  pleaded  guilty,  and  sentence  was  suspended. 

Charles  L.  Fox,  who  had  been  twice  convicted  last  year,  was  allowed,  by 
some  oversight,  to  go  before  the  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners,  whose 
examinations  he  passed  successfully,  as  he  had  already  successfully  passed 
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the  examinations  of  the  New  York  Dental  School.  He  had  previously 
failed,  however,  to  pass  his  preliminary  examinations.  After  having  subse- 
quently successfully  passed  his  preliminaries,  he  applied  to  the  court  for  a 
mandamus  to  compel  the  Regents  to  license  him.  The  papers  were  duly 
served  upon  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University,  who,  supposing  them  to 
be  copies  from  Mr.  Parsons,  allowed  the  matter  to  go  by  default 

This  case  was  called  to  the  attention  of  your  chairman  by  the  Regents* 
Office,  and,  there  being  no  fund  upon  which  the  Regents  could  draw  to  defray 
the  necessary  legal  expenses  in  such  an  action,  your  chairman  requested 
Mr.  Purrington  to  follow  the  matter  up  to  the  end,  all  expenses  to  be  borne 
personally  by  him,  and  not  to  be  a  charge  against  the  treasury  of  the  society. 
Mr.  Purrington  appeared  in  the  matter,  and  after  conference  with  Pox's 
counsel  agreed  to  make  a  case  on  appeal  instead  of  opening  the  default. 
Unfortunately,  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  nature  of  this  agreement 
has  arisen,  and  the  opposing  counsel  now  considers  himself  entitled  to  take 
advantage  of  a  technicality,  after  the  appeal  papers  had  been  printed.  He  is, 
however,  disposed  to  live  up  to  his  agreement  as  he  understands  it,  and  the 
matter  is  now  in  abeyance.    This  case  may  come  up  at  any  time. 

Referring  to  the  forfeited  bail  of  Maurice  Randall,  who  fled  the  jurisdiction 
last  year  rather  than  stand  trial,  one  O'Hayon  went  upon  this  bond,  which 
was  forfeited.  Mr.  Purringfton  urged  the  late  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Phil- 
bin,  to  prosecute  O'Hayon  for  false  swearing,  his  perjury  being  demonstrable. 
This  man  had  gone  on  other  bonds,  giving  as  security  the  same  property, 
which  he  in  fact  did  not  own,  and  having  been  tried  and  acquitted  in  one 
instance  on  a  charge  of  perjury,  Mr.  Philbin  was  indisposed  to  press  the 
matter.  0*Hayon  called  upon  Mr.  Purrington,  and  desired  to  have  the 
prosecution  dropped,  but  this  Mr.  Purrington  refused  to  agree  to,  and  when 
Mr.  Jerome  came  into  office,  called  the  matter  to  his  attention.  Mr.  Jerome 
reports  that  this  man  has  left  the  country  and  our  agent  confirms  this  report. 

The  case  of  Janofsky,  of  Brooklyn,  is  now  under  investigation.  This  man 
employs  as  his  registered  assistant  one  Sternberg,  formerly  employed  by 
Arkin  in  the  same  capacity,  as  a  shield.  This  case  was  reported  to  Dr. 
Jarvie  by  Dr.  Springsted.  Janofsky  had  practiced  upon  a  man  named 
McGowan,  extracting  a  tooth;  yet,  when  taken  to  the  office  by  our  agent, 
McGowan,  who,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  has  been  settled  with,  pointed  out 
Sternberg  as  the  practitioner,  and  refused  to  identify  Janofsky.  Other  al- 
leged patients  refused  to  give  evidence.  We  are  now  engaged  in  the  en- 
deavor to  secure  a  bona  fide  patient  who  will  testify  honestly  to  the  facts. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we  have  investigated  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  cases  during  the  past  year. 

Referring  to  the  foregoing  summary  of  our  work  during  the  past  year,  we 
deeply  regret  our  inability  to  show  better  results  in  the  Second  District,  but. 
as  stated  above,  the  anomolous  condition  of  affairs  in  the  borough  of  Brook- 
lyn with  regard  to  the  sitting  magistrates  prevented  our  taking  action  prior 
to  a  decision  of  the  courts  as  to  their  status.  Had  we  procured  warrants 
against  violators  of  the  law,  prosecuted  them,  and  obtained  convictions,  and 
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had  the  courts  afterward  decided  that  the  trial  magistrate  was  sitting  illegally, 
your  chairman  would  have  been  liable  to  prosecution  for  false  imprisonment 
and  subject  to  civil  damages.  For  this  reason,  and  acting  under  advice  of 
counsel,  no  warrants  were  or  will  be  asked  for  until  the  situation  has  been 
cleared  up  by  the  courts.  Meanwhile,  however,  we  have  not  been  idle,  and 
many  cases  have  been  investigated  and  evidence  secured  which  will,  in  our 
opinion,  result  in  convictions  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  take  action  against  the 
offenders  in  question.  In  the  case  of  Taft,  which  will  be  found  reported  ia 
full  on  page  17  of  our  last  report,  the  man  has  ceased  to  practice,  and  we 
believe  is  permanently  disposed  of. 

Among  the  curious  outcomes  of  our  prosecutions  we  may  mention  the 
case  of  T.  W.  Robinson,  a  colored  man,  whose  arrest  and  prosecution  de- 
veloped the  fact  that  in  addition  to  his  violation  of  the  Dental  Law,  be  was 
also  a  bigamist.  His  arrest  called  to  notice  his  previous  matrimonial  record^ 
and  his  first  and  fourth  wives  appearing  against  him,  he  is  now  lying  under 
indictment  for  bigamy. 

Your  chairman  desires  to  call  special  attention  to  the  efficient  work  done 
by  Dr.  Freeman,  a  member  of  your  committee  from  the  Eighth  District. 
Dr.  Freeman  devoted  much  time  to  the  preparation  and  prosecution  of  the 
case  against  one  Gadsley,  of  Batavia,  mentioned  in  our  summary  o£  cases* 
And' also  spent  much  time  in  ferreting'  oiit  other  illegal  practitioners  in  his 
district.  We  also  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
to  the  society  by  Drs.  Belcher  and  Proseus,  in  the  Seventh  district,  who 
have  expended  their  time  and  drawn  on  their  personal  funds  in  the  work  of 
this  committee. 

Referring  to  the  Fox  matter,  and  also  to  the  special  visit  of  Mr.  Purring- 
ton  to  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  districts,  all  expenses  in  connection  therewith 
were  borne  by  your  chairman  personally,  and  are  in  no  way  a  charge  against 
our  treasury. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  three  objectionable  bills  wer^ 
introduced  [see  page  13],  two.  Assembly  Bill  No.  691  and  Assembly  Bill  No. 
1303,  introduced  into  the  Assembly  by  Mr.  McCullough,  and  Senate  Bill  No. 
I73.794f  introduced  into  the  Senate  by  Senator  Wilcox.  The  first  two  were 
read  once,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Health,  from  which 
committee  they  were  withdrawn  by  Mr.  McCullough,  upon  request  from  your 
chairman.  The  Senate  Bill  was  read  twice,  printed,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Health,  and  favorably  reported  upon  by  that  committee. 
These  bills,  had  they  passed  as  introduced,  would  have  provided  in  effect, 
that  any  person  who  had  practiced  dentistry,  within  or  out  of  this  state, 
prior  to  August  i,  1895  (and  this  regardless  of  whether  his  practice  was  or 
was  not  illegal),  might  have  applied  to  a  court  for  an  order  permitting  him 
to  commence  or  continue  such  practice  in  the  state  of  New  York.  These 
bills,  if  passed,  would  have  practically  nullified  all  the  work  that  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  dental  legislation  in  this  state,  and  would  have  removed 
the  safeguards  which  have  been  placed  around  the  practice  of  dentistry  in 
New  York,  by  admitting  a  horde  of  incompetent  practitioners  from  other 
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States,  who  would  simply  have  been  obliged  to  prove  the  fact  that  they  had 
been  engaged  in  practice  (legal  or  otherwise),  to  entitle  them  to  registry  in 
this  state.  Comment  on  this  is  unnecessary.  At  the  request  of  your  Com- 
mittee-on  Legislation,  the  chairman  of  your  Law  Committee  visited  Albany, 
and  offered  a  substitute  for  the  Senate  Bill  above  mentioned,  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Wilcox,  and  was  afterward  duly  passed,  received  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Governor,  and  became  a  law. 

This  substitute  measure  provides  that  any  person  who,  then  being  a  bona 
Ude  student  of  dentistry  in  this  state  under  private  preceptorship,  was  en- 
titled to  file  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  1895,  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  Dental  Society  a  certificate  of  study  under  private  preceptor- 
ship,  may  at  any  time  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1904,  upon  sworn 
proof  of  such  fact,  file  such  a  certificate  with  the  Regents,  and  thereupon  be 
admitted  to  examtoation  before  the  board.  This  clause,  we  believe,  removes 
the  isst  excuse  for  amendment  of  the  Dental  Law,  and  we  sincerely  trust 
that  it  will  be  allowed  to  stand  as  at  present  constituted  for  many  years  to 
come. 

Copies  of  the  aforementioned  bills  are  hereto  annexed 

The  following  table  will  show  at  a  glance  the  results  obtained  during  the 
year  1901-1902  in  the  prosecution  of  violators  of  the  Dental  Law. 

Disposition  of  Dental  Cases  during  the  Year  1901-1902. 

(7)  Cases  pending  May  /,  igoi. 

Henry  J.  Taft. 

Waiiam  Walker. 

These  cases  were  under  consideration,  but  no  warrants  were  issued;  Taft 
is  reported  to  have  ceased  practice,  and  no  one  has  appeared  to  make  affi- 
davit  against  Walker. 

{2)  Cases  initiated  after  May  i,  igoi. 
(These  cases  are  numbered  consecutively  from  the  beginning  of  prosecu- 
tions.) 

196.  Samuel  J.  Arkin.    Withdrawn. 

197.  Samuel  J.  Arkin.    Discharged. 

198.  Charles  Keller.    Fined  $50,  March  14,  1902. 

199.  Floyd  Danforth.    Pending. 

200.  George  H.  Martin.     Pending. 

201.  Thomas  H.  McDermott.    Withdrawn.     C Rochester.) 

202.  Charles  Angle.    Withdrawn.     (Rochester.) 

203.  Estella  Hapman.    Acquitted.     (Rochester.) 

204.  Norman  Spencer.    Convicted;  suspended.     (Rochester.) 

205.  Pollock .    Withdrawn.     (Rochester.) 

206.  Brune  Schott.    Fined  $100,  March  14,  1902. 

207.  Frank  Sarenson.    Fined  $50,  December  17,  1901. 

208.  T.  W.  Robinson.    Fined  $50 ;  served  in  prison. 

209.  Wm.  R.  Leaf.     Fined  $50,  January  30,  1902. 

210.  Richard  Seely.    Fled  from  jurisdiction. 
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211.  Samuel  J.  Arkin.    Fined  $ioo,  March  14,  1902. 

212.  Louis  J.  Froman.    Fined  $50,  March  14,  1902. 

213.  Wm.  F.  Bronough.     Acquitted.. 

214.  Wm.  F.  Nickel.    Fined  $50,  March  6,  1902. 

215.  Wm.  Hendricks.    Withdrawn. 

216.  Jos.  Loutenburg.    Fined  $100.     March  6,  1902. 

217.  Chas.  Sissenberger.     Fined  $50,  March  6,  1902. 

218.  Chas.  Sissenberger.     Fined  $50;  suspended,  March  6,  1902. 

219.  Philip  J.  Koontz.    Fined  $50,  March  6,  1902. 

220.  Bernard  Mendelovici.    Fined  $50,  April  16,  1902. 

221.  Wm.  F.  Nickel.     Fined  $100;  second  conviction,  April  16,  1902. 

222.  Gadsley,  Claude  C.     Convicted.    Suspended.     (Batavia.) 

223.  Jacob  Landau.     Fined  $100,  May  9,  1902. 

224.  Jacob  Landau.     Convicted;  suspended.    May  9,  1902. 

(3)  Cases  pending. 
Charles  Keller.    On  appeal. 
Floyd  Dan  forth.    Awaiting  Keller's  appeal. 
George  H.  Martin.    Awaiting  Keller's  appeal. 

(4)  Fines  for  1901-1902. 
Amount  of  fines  imposed,  $1000. 

Amount  paid  to  society  (including  $150  from  last  year),  $550. 
Amount  served  in  prison,  $50. 
Amount  in  city  treasury,  $500. 
Amount  suspended,  $50. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  the  Year  ending  May  14,  1902. 
Received  from  Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton,  Treasurer: 

May  28,  1901   $150.00 

July  I,  1901 150.00 

November  9,   1901    9B6.79 

January  8,  1902  143.05 

February  4,   1902    152.86 

March  19,  1902  152.68 

April  5,  1902  155-12 

May  2,  1902  15363 

May  12,  1902   30.00 

$3074.13 

Disbursements: 

To  Wm.  A.  Purrington,  Esq.,  balance  due  from  last  year $508.29 

'*    Wm.  A.  Purrington,  Esq.,  retainer  and  disbursements  for 

the  year  from  May  4,  1901,  to  May  14,  1902 1535.34 

"    Dr.    Freeman,    for    disbursements    in    the    Eighth    dis- 
trict           30.00 

"    Wm.   Carr,    for   moneys   disbursed   to   Gaetano   Amato, 
Julia  Winkler,  and  Miss  Cataldo,  detectives,  for  ser- 
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vices,  car  fares,  county  clerks*  certificates,  witness  fees, 
fees  for  operations  upon  patients,  photographs,  trans- 
scripts  of  court  records,  etc $1225.00 

To  Wm.  Carr,  for  postage,  telegrams,  etc iioo 

Total  disbursements $33ioi3 

receipts  207413 

Deficit  $1236.00 

Due  Wm.  Carr  for  moneys  advanced $1236.00 

"    Wm.  Carr,  balance  from  last  report 10331S 

Total  due  Wm.  Carr,  chairman $2269.15 

Note:    There  is  still  due  and  unpaid,  in  the  hands  of  the  Controller  of 
the  city  of  New  York  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  fines  im- 
posed during  the  past  year,  which  will  be  paid  and  forwarded  to 
your  Treasurer  in  due  course. 
While  it  may  seem  to  some  that  the  expenses  of  your  committee  are  large, 
we  believe,  if  any  persons  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  reports  of  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Children,  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Vice,  and 
the  State  Medical  Society,  they  will  discover  that  our  expenses,  when  com- 
pared with  the  work  accomplished,  are  very  much  smaller  than  theirs. 

And  in  this  connection,  we  cannot  refrain  from  stating  the  fact  that  were  it 
not  for  the  care  displayed  in  the  preparation  of  our  cases  for  trial,  the  skillful 
conduct  of  such  cases  before  the  courts,  and  the  high  standing  in  the  pro- 
fession of  our  counsel,  our  measure  of  success  would  not  be  as  great  as  it  is 
at  present.  Respectfully  submitted, 

•  William  Carr,  Chairman. 

[Assembly — No.  691.] 
AN  ACT 

To  AMEND  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LAW,  AND  THE  ACTS  AMENDATORY  THEREOF,  IN 
RELATION  TO  THE  PRACTICE  OF  DENTISTRY. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  i.  The  third  subdivision  of  section  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  of 
chapter  six  hundred  and  sixty-one  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety- three,  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  the  public  health,  constituting 
chapter  twenty-five  of  the  general  laws,"  as  amended  by  chapter  six  hundred 
and  twenty-six  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  chapter 
three  hundred  and  fifty-five  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
entitled  ''licenses"  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Sec  162,  subdivision  3.  Licenses. — On  certification  by  the  board  of  dental 
examiners  that  a  candidate  has  successfully  passed  the  examination  and  is 
competent  to  practice  dentistry,  the  Regents  shall  issue  to  him  their  license 
so  as  to  practice  pursuant  to  the  rules  established  by  them.  Upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  board,  the  Regents  may  also,  with  the  examination  herein- 
before provided  for,  issue  their  license  to  any  applicant  therefor  who  shall 
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furnish  proof  satisfactory  to  them  that  he  has  been  duly  licensed  to  practice 
dentistry  in  any  state  or  county  after  full  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  its  dental  laws,  and  has  been  thereafter  lawfully  and  reputably  engaged  in 
such  practice  for  five  years  next  preceding  his  application;  or  who  holds  a 
license  to  practice  dentistry  in  any  other  of  the  United  States  granted  by  a 
state  board  of  dental  examiners,  endorsed  by  the  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  provided,  that  in  either  case  his  preliminary  and  pro- 
fessional education  shall  have  been  not  less  than  that  required  in  this  state. 
The  Regents  may  also  license  any  applicant  on  the  certificate  of  the  board 
that,  after  due  investigation  or  examination,  it  finds  his  education  and  pro- 
fessional attainments  and  experience  of  not  less  than  five  years  in  actual 
practice  to  be  together  fully  equal  to  the  requirements  for  license  in  this 
state.  Every  license  so  issued  shall  state  upon  its  face  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  is  granted,  and  the  applicant  may  be  required  to  furnish  his  proof 
upon  affidavit.  Any  person  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry 
for  not  less  than  five  years  prior  to  the  first  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  may  apply  by  petition  to  a  court  of  record,  or  to  a  judge 
thereof,  within  the  judicial  district  in  which  he  may  reside,  for  an  order  per- 
mitting him  to  continue  such  practice.  If  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  to 
such  court  or  judge  by  affidavit,  or  upon  a  hearing  before  such  court  or 
judge,  that  said  applicant  is  of  good  moral  character,  and  is  competent  to 
practice  dentistry,  and  that  he  has  so  practiced  for  five  years  prior  to  Augfust 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  the  court  or  judge  in  this  state  shall 
make  an  order  that  said  applicant  be  authorized  to  so  practice.  Upon  filing 
said  order  in  the  county  clerk's  office  of  the  county  where  said  applicant  shall 
reside,  said  county  clerk  shall  make  an  entry  of  the  same  in  the  register 
kept  for  that  purpose,  and  said  applicant  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  prac- 
tice dentistry  in  said  county,  or  in  any  other  county  of  this  state  upon  filing 
in  the  clerk's  office  thereof  a  certified  copy  of  said  order.  Competency  to 
practice  shall  be  proved  by  the  oaths  or  affidavits  of  at  least  two  reputable 
dentists  who  are,  and  have  been  for  at  least  five  years  members  of  the  Dental 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Sec  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

[Assembly — No.  1303.] 
AN  ACT 

To    AMEND    THE    PUBLIC    HEALTH    LAW,    AND    TO    INCORPORATE    THEREIN    THE 
STATUTES   RELATING  TO  DENTAL  SOCIETIES. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  i.  Article  nine  of  chapter  six  hundred  and  sixty-one,  of  the  laws 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  the 
public  health,  constituting  chapter  twenty-five  of  the  general  laws,"  as 
amended  by  chapter  six  hundred  and  twenty-six  of  the  laws  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  chapter  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  of  the  laws 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-six,  chapter  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  of 
the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  chapter  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  of  the  laws  of  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

Sec.  166.     Examinations. 

Subdivision  4.  Subsequently  to  receiving  such  preliminary  education  either 
has  been  graduated  in  course  with  a  dental  degree  from  a  rc^stered  dental 
school,  or  else,  having  been  graduated  in  course  from  a  registered  medical 
school  to  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  has  pursued  thereafter  a  cotirse  of 
special  study  of  dentistry  for  at  least  two  years  in  a  registered  dental  school. 
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and  received  therefrom  its  degree  of  doctor  of  dental  surgery,  or  else  holds  a 
diploma  or  license  conferring  full  right  to  practice  dentistry  in  some  foreign 
country  and  granted  by  some  registered  authority.  Provided  that  any  student 
of  dentistry  whose  certificate  of  study  under  private  preceptorship  was  duly 
filed  with  the  secretary  of  the  State  Dental  Society  on  or  before  July  thirty- 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  law 
then  in  force,  may  also  present  himself  for  such  examination,  upon  condi- 
tion that  he  file  with  the  Regents  before  the  first  day  of  January  nineteen 
hundred  and  two  a  notice  of  his  intention  to  present  himself  for  such  ex- 
amination; provided  further,  that  no  such  certificate  shall  be  filed  after  said 
first  day  of  January  nineteen  hundred  and  two.  No  degree  in  dentistry  shall 
be  conferred  in  this  state  until  the  candidate  has  satisfactorily  completed  a 
course  of  not  less  than  three  years  in  an  institution  registered  by  the  Regents 
of  the  University  as  maintaining  proper  dental  standards  or  the  candidate 
for  a  certificate  to  practice  dentistry  has  had  five  years'  actual  practice  in 
operative  and  mechanical  dentistry  subsequent  to  the  registration  of  his  certi- 
ficate as  student,  and  that  he  passes  an  examination  in  operative  and  prothetic 
dentistry  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Examiners. 
Sec.  2.     This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

[Senate— No.  173,  794.] 
AN  ACT 

To  AMEND  SECTION  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-SIX  OF  ARTICLE  NINE,  OF  CHAPTER 
TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTEEN,  OF  THE  LAWS  OF  NINETEEN  HUNDRED  AND  ONE, 
ENTITLED  "An  ACT  TO  AMEND  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LAW  IN  RELATION  TO  THE 
PRACTICE  OF  DENTISTRY." 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  i.  Paragraph  four  of  section  one  hundred  and  sixty-six,  article 
nine  of  chapter  six  hundred  and  sixty-one  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred 
ajid  ninety-three,  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  the  public  health,  constituting 
chapter  twenty-five  of  the  general  laws,"  as  amended  by  chapter  six  hundred 
and  twenty-six  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  chapter  two 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-six, 
chapter  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  and  chapter  two  hundred  and  fifteen  of  the  laws  of  nineteen 
hundred  and  one,  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

4.  Subsequently  to  receiving  such  preliminary  education  either  has  been 
graduated  in  course  with  a  dental  degree  from  a  registered  dental  school,  or 
else,  having  been  graduated  in  course  from  a  registered  medical  school  with 
a  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  has  pursued  thereafter  a  course  of  special 
study  of  dentistry  for  at  least  two  years  in  a  registered  dental  school  and 
received  therefrom  its  decree  of  doctor  of  dental  surgery,  or  else  holds  a 
diploma  or  license  confernng  full  right  to  practice  dentistry  in  some  foreign 
country  and  granted  by  some  registered  authority.  Provided  that  any  stu- 
dent of  dentistry  whose  certificate  of  study  under  private  preceptorship  was 
duly  filed  with  the  secretary  of  the  State  Dental  Society  on  or  before  July 
thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
law  then  in  force,  may  also  present  himself  for  such  examination,  upon  condi- 
tion that  he  shall  file  with  the  Regents  before  the  first  day  of  January,  nine- 
teen hundred  and  two,  a  notice  of  his  intention  to  present  himself  for  such 
examination ;  provided  further  that  no  such  certificate  shall  be  filed  after  said 
first  day  of  January,  nineteen  hundred  and  two.  Provided  that  any  person 
who  then  being  a  bona  Ude  student  of  dentistry  in  this  state  under  private 
preceptorship  was  entitled  to  file  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  July 
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eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five  with  the  secretary  of  the  State  Dental  So- 
ciety a  certificate  of  study  under  private  preceptorship  may  at  any  time  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  January  nineteen  hundred  and  four  upon  sworn  proof  of 
such  fact  file  such  a  certificate  with  the  Regents  and  thereupon  be  admitted 
to  examination  before  the  board.  Any  member  of  the  board  may  inquire  of 
any  applicant  for  examination  concerning  his  qualifications  and  may  take 
testimony  of  any  one  in  regard  thereto,  under  oath,  which  he  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  administer. 

Sec.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


Dr.  Carr,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Law.  I  am  somewhat  dis- 
appointed in  coming  here  this  time  with  a  deficit,  but  if  the  known 
political  condition  had  not  existed  in  Brooklyn  I  think  we  would 
have  come  here  this  year  with  a  little  to  our  credit.  We  have  in- 
vestigated about  twenty-three  cases  in  Brooklyn,  and  in  nearly  all 
we  have  evidence  sufficient  to  convict.  I  do  not  think  we  will  come 
here  another  season  in  the  condition  we  are  in  this  year. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted,  and  the  thanks 
of  the  society  tendered  to  the  committee  for  its  laborious  efforts. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  Carr.  I  want  to  state  one  fact,  and  if  representatives  of  the 
dental  companies  which  are  doing  this  are  present,  I  wish  they 
would  come  forward.  We  have  found  this  difficulty  in  enforcing 
our  law, — whether  it  is  done  knowingly  or  unknowingly,  I  cannot 
say :  There  are  many  men  who  start  in  practice  illegally,  who  have 
no  funds  with  which  to  go  into  business.  They  come  out  of  labora- 
tories, and  perhaps  arrive  in  this  country  having  been  laboratory 
men  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  Some  of  our  dental  manufac- 
turing companies  will  sell  them  goods  and  give  them  an  outfit, 
taking  a  mortgage  upon  it,  and  so  those  men  are  enabled  to  go  into 
practice.  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  call  the  attention  of  the  manu- 
facturers to  this  fact.  I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  they  think 
of  the  consequences ;  they  are  zealous  and  anxious  to  sell  their 
goods.  I  received  a  very  unpleasant  letter  from  one  of  these  peo- 
ple which  had  no  effect  whatever  upon  me,  as  I  know  the  bounds 
of  the  law, — threatening  libel,  etc.  I  propose  next  year  to  make 
that  a  special  point,  and  will  find  out  who  those  men  are.  If  some 
of  these  illegal  practitioners  did  not  have  this  tangible  assistance 
from  the  companies,  they  could  not  go  ahead.  It  is  simple  enough 
to  find  out  if  a  man  is  registered  before  selling  him  goods. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Dr.  S.  A.  Freeman,  the  Chair  appointed 
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in  his  place  Dr.  H.  J.  Burkhart,  on  the  Committee  on  Appointment 
of  an  Executive  Council,  who  presented  the  following  report: 

To  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Gentlemen, — The  committee  appointed  to  consider  that  portion  of  Presi- 
dent Hart's  annual  address  relating  to  an  Executive  Council  who  should 
take  charge  of  the  reports  and  business  matters  connected  with  the  society, 
so  that  time  might  not  be  so  occupied  in  listening  to  much  detail,  as  at 
present,  would  respectfully  report  that  after  giving  the  subject  due  considera- 
tion they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  thus  occupied  is  well  spent,  as  the 
members  are  kept  informed  of  all  the  details  of  the  organization  and  are 
given  an  opportunity  of  expressing  themselves  on  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  business  of  the  society. 

The  committee  believes  that  more  interest  will  be  taken  in  the  society  by 
its  members  under  the  present  plan  of  conducting  its  affairs  than  if  all  its 
reports  and  business  matters  were  referred  to  our  Executive  Council  for 
consideratioa 

(Signed)  William  Carr, 

William  Jarvie, 
H.  J.  Burkhart,  Committee, 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NECROLOGY. 

Gentlemen^ — Your  Committee  on  Necrology  regret  that  they  are  called 
upon  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  our  members,  Dr.  Benjamin  Lord,  whose 
death  occurred  at  his  home  in  New  York  city,  as  per  notice  appended. 

"Benjamin  Lord,  who  practiced  dentistry  in  tnis  city  for  more  than  sixty 
years,  died  yesterday  of  old  age  at  his  home,  34  West  Twenty-eighth  street. 
He  was  born  in  Trenton  eighty-three  years  ago.  He  was  once  President  of 
the  New  York  Odontological  Society  and  the  New  York  Institute  of  Stoma- 
tology.   A  widow,  son,  and  daughter  survive  him. 

(Signed)  O.  J.  Gross, 

A.  L.  Swift, 
A.  D.  Young,    Committee. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Mr.  President: 

Your  Committee  on  By-laws  having  examined  the  credentials  of  the  fol- 
lowing delegates,  recommend  them  to  membership  in  this  society: 

First  District— Ralph  B.  Reitz,  F.  L.  SUnton. 

Second  District — J.  H.  Hanning,  G.  Sandhusen. 

Third  District— W.  E.  McCarthy,  Morton  Van  Loan,  James  W.  Hine,  C.  F. 
Wheeler. 

Fourth  District — H.  E.  Douglass,  S.  A.  Demarest. 

Fifth  District— J.  E.  Cummings,  Dr.  J.  H.  Dower. 

Sixth  District— W.  J.  Le  Suer,  Chas.  M.  Dunne,  H.  D.  Whitmarsh. 

Seventh  District — B.  G.  Saunders,  C.  Elmendorf. 

Eighth  District — H.  B.  Lyon,  A.  E.  Mimmack. 

New  York  Dental  School — Roderick  M.  Sanger. 
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We  have  also  examined  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Treasurer  of  this 
society,  and  find  them  correct.  We  also  recommend  the  pa)rmcnt  of  bills 
referred  for  audit.  Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  J.  Barrett, 

B.  C.  Nash, 

W.  J.  TxjRNER,  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS. 

We  have  secured  special  rates  at  Hotel  Ten  Eyck;  $3.50  per  day. 
This  room  has  also  been  engaged  for  our  meeting.    After  all  expenses  of 
the  committee  have  been  paid  from  the  money  received  from  exhibitors,  the 
balance  will  be  turned  over  to  Hotel  Ten  Eyck  for  rental  of  rooms. 

(Signed)  J.  L.  Appleton, 

F.  B.  Keppy, 
J.  W.  HiNE,  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  recognizing  the  need  for 
dental  service  in  the  charitable  institutions  for  sanitation  as  humanitarian, 
for  the  health  and  moral  good  of  the  inmates,  respectfully  submit  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  the  necessity  for  such  service. 

Having  petitioned  the  Commission  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and 
Penal  Institutions  for  a  provision  for  dental  service  in  the  institutions  tmder 
their  supervision,  and  having  received  encouraging  indorsement  of  the  great 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  such  service,  we  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
superintendent  petition  the  State  Commission  of  Charities  for  the  services  of 
a  dental  surgeon. 

W.  C.  Deane. 

F.  LeGrand  Ames, 

F.  W.  Proseus,  Committee. 

Supplemental  Report  of  Committee  to  Confer  with   State  Board   of 

Charities. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  State  Commissioners  of  Chari- 
ties would  respectfully  report  that  they  have,  according  to  instructions,  com- 
municated with  the  Commissioners  of  Charities  and  Prisons,  and  would 
state  that  the  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  having  dental  surgeons  ap- 
pointed in  all  the  charitable  institutions  in  the  state  under  their  jurisdiction, 
but  desire  the  State  Society  to  take  the  initiative  and  make  such  suggestions 
as  in  their  judgment  would  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  public.  Your 
chairman  has  been  very  courteously  received  and  presented  with  volumes  of 
the  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  which  are  at  the  disposal 
of  the  society.  The  same  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  various  charitable 
institutions  within  the  state. 

In  a  communication  received  from  Mr.  Hebberd,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Charities,  dated  April  28,   1902,  he  advises  that  it  will  be  best  for  the 
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society  to  communicate  directly  with  the  presidents  of  the  boards  of  managers 
of  the  various  institutions,  whose  names  and  addresses  can  be  found  in  the 
directory,  outlining  in  sufficient  detail  the  society's  plan  for  securing  to  the 
inmates  of  the  institution  suitable  dental  treatment.  Should  any  of  the  state 
institutions  request  the  salary  classification, — consisting  of  the  State  Comp- 
troller and  the  President  of  this  Board, — which  has  jurisdiction  in  such 
matters,  to  allow  them  the  services  of  a  dentist,  the  application  will  have 
careful  consideration.  Mr.  Hebberd  will  be  glad  to  have  the  society  send  to 
the  State  Board  of  Charities  also  a  copy  of  any  circular  we  may  think  best  to 
send  out  to  the  institutions  with  reference  to  the  society's  plans.  Mr.  Heb- 
berd also  states  that,  in  so  far  as  practicable,  the  State  Board  of  Charities 
desires  the  inmates  of  the  institutions  within  its  jurisdiction  to  receive 
proper  instruction  and  assistance  in  the  care  of  their  teeth ;  and,  while  it  will 
be  inadvisable  for  the  board  at  this  time,  probably,  to  say  an)rthing  with  rela- 
tion to  the  matter  for  fear  that  such  action  might  be  misconstrued,  he  is  sure 
that  it  will  do  whatever  it  can  properly  to  encourage  the  philanthropic  pur- 
pose which  your  committee  outlined  to  Mr.  Hebberd  in  a  general  way  at  our 
meeting. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  two  visiting  dental  surgeons  to  the  City 
Hospital,  New  York  city,  one  attending  dental  surgeon  to  Randall's  Island, 
and  one  operator  who  visits  the  institution  of  the  deaf  mutes  twice  a  week, 
and  a  consulting  dental  surgeon  to  the  same  institution.  The  Sailor  Snug 
Harbor  Home  has  a  visiting  dentist  and  a  consulting  oral  surgeon.  There 
is  also  a  visiting  dentist  at  the  House  of  Refuge,  who  receives  forty  dollars 
monthly. 

The  Kings  County  Hospital  has  a  department  of  dental  surgery  supervised 
by  a  dental  surgeon  and  an  assistant. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by 
the  State  Society,  with  power  to  co-operate  with  the  Commissioners  of 
Charities  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  move  taken  in  hand  by  your  commit- 
tee. A  requisition  for  1000  tooth-brushes  for  the  children  on  Randall's  Island 
has  been  approved  by  Commissioner  Folks,  of  New  York  city,  who  should 
receive  the  indorsement  of  our  society  for  the  noble  work  he  has  done  in 
aiding  your  committee  in  the  work  in  question. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  Deane, 

F.  L.  Ames, 

F.  W.  Proseus,  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : 
The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 
The  Transactions  for  1901,  comprising  the  usual  volume,  was  published  and 
distributed  early  in  November,  1901.     Seven  hundred  copies  were  issued  ard 
distributed  as  follows:    First  District,  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies;  Second 
District,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  copies;  Third  District,  forty  copies; 
Fourth  District,  forty  copies ;  Fifth  District,  fifty-four  copies ;  Sixth  District, 
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seventy  copies;  Seventh  District,  eighty-eight  copies;  Eighth  District,  one 
hundred  and  five  copies.  Copies  were  also  sent  to  the  honorary  members  of 
the  State  Society;  Howard  Dental  Library,  Boston;  Board  of  Regents;  the 
State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  Academy  of  Stomatology,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Surgeon-General's  office,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Medical  Society  of  the  County 
of  Kings;  Dental  Digest;  Dental  Cosmos;  Items  of  Interest;  International 
Dental  Journal,  and  to  many  others,  all  of  which  have  been  acknowledged 
with  thanks  to  the  society. 

The  committee  take  pleasure  in  announcing  that  they  are  enabled  to  sub- 
mit for  your  consideration  a  renewal  of  our  former  contract  with  the 
Dental  Cosmos  for  printing  the  Transactions  of  1902. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  A.  White  (Chairman), 

Wm.  Jarvie, 

W.  W.  Smith,  Committee. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  the  chairman  of  the 
Publication  Committee  was  instructed  to  enter  into  contract  with 
the  Dental  Cosmos  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  as 
per  following  contract: 

The  S.  S.  White  Dental  Mfg.  Co., 

Philadelphia,  May  22,  1902. 
*'Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary,  Phelps,  N.  Y. : 

**Dear  Sir, — In  confirmation  of  our  telegram  of  May  14,  1902,  we  offer  to 
supply  the  Transactions  of  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  for 
the  meeting  of  1902  on  the  following  terms: 

"We  will  print  and  bind  700  copies  of  the  Transactions  in  the  same  style 
as  heretofore,  supplying  such  illustrations  as  are  necessary,  and  deliver  them 
as  directed  by  you.  without  cost  to  the  society.  We  will  also  pay  the  bill 
of  the  stenographer  for  the  report. 

"We  will  agree  to  have  the  work  done  within  ninety  days  after  the  copy 
is  delivered  to  us  complete,  it  being  understood  that  it  is  to  be  properly  pre- 
pared for  the  printer  when  it  is  delivered  to  us. 

"It  is  understood  that  so  much  of  the  matter  as  may  be  suited  to  his  pur- 
poses will  be  used  by  the  editor  of  the  Dental  Cosmos  in  that  magazine,  and 
that  he  shall  have  the  sole  right  to  print  the  papers  in  full  previous  to  the 
appearance  of  the  official  Transactions.  This  is  not,  however,  to  be  under- 
stood as  abridging  the  right  of  other  editors  to  make  such  reports  of  the 
discussions  or  such  reasonable  abstracts  of  the  papers  as  they  may  deem  it 
well  to  make  during  the  meeting. 

"Yours  truly, 

"Dental  Cosmos,  per  R.  I.  Pearson, 
"Business  Manager" 

The  following  reports  from  the  various  District  Societies,  Dental 
Colleges,  and  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication : 
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FIRST  DISTRICT. 

The  thirty- fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  First  District  Dental  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York  was  held  Tuesday  evening.  April  8,  1902.  The  entire 
board  of  officers  was  re-elected  as  follows : 

President— ChsLThs  A.  DuBois,  36  West  Fifty-ninth  street. 

Vice-president— Henry  D.  Hatch,  35  West  Thirty-eighth  street. 

Secretary — Benjamin  C.  Nash,  142  West  Seventy-eighth  street. 

Treasurer — ^James  W.  Taylor,  108  East  Fifty- seventh  street. 

Librarian — Frederick  L.  Stanton,  35  West  Thirty-eighth  street. 

The  delegates  elected  to  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  are 
Drs.  Ralph  B.  Reitz  and  Frederick  h.  Stanton,  each  for  four  years. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  have  been  held  as  usual  from  October  to  April, 
excepting  the  January  meeting,  which  was  omitted  owing  to  the  society's 
meeting  with  the  Second  District  Dental  Society.  The  meetings  have  been 
well  attended,  and  the  papers  read  have  been  of  interest.  One  clinic  was 
given  during  the  season,  which  was  of  exceptional  interest.  The  society  is 
in  a  prosperous  condition  financially. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  C.  Nash,  Secretary. 

ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Abel,  S.  Hosford,  28  W.  39th  st. 
Allan,  Geo.  S.,  51  W.  37th  st. 
Allen,  J.  L.,  128  E.  29th  st. 
Andrews,  Chas.  L.,  121  E.  70th  st. 
Armstrong,  H.  R.,  171  W.  126th  st. 
Arvine,  F.  B.,  8  E.  43d  st. 
Baker,  David  C,  27  W.  33d  st. 
Bate,  Jacob,  iii  E.  26th  st. 
Berg,  Nils  A.,  210  Lenox  ave. 
Bishop,  J.  Adams,  30  W.  48th  st. 
Blakeslee,  G.  W.,  28  W.  26th  st. 
Bogue,  E.  A.,  63  W.  43th  st. 
Bowman,  Harry,  108  E.  73d  st. 
Brauneis,  F.  A.,  103  W.  45th  st. 
Buxbaum,  A.  I.  F.,  60  E.  58th  st. 
Caille,  William,    132  E.  6oth  st. 
Carr,  William,  35  W.  46th  st. 
Castillo,  A.  L.  del,  151  W.  47th  st. 
Chaim,  M.  L.,  30  Cooper  Union. 
Colburn,  W,  H.,  167  W.  71st  st. 
Cole,  J.  Parley,  51  W.  50th  st. 
Coman,  John  S.,  2296  7th  ave. 
Cudlipp,  Edwin,  167  W.  71st  st. 
Currie,  Alex.  W.,  626  Lexington  ave. 
Dailey,  W.  M.,  30  W.  39th  st. 


Deane,  William  C,  114  E.  6oth  st. 
Dubar,  Chas.  L..  451  W.  22d  st. 
DuBois,  Chas.  A.,  36  W.  spth  st. 
Dunning,  Wm.  B.,  13  E.  33d  st. 
Evans,  George,  55  W.  39th  st. 
Farrar,  J.  N.,  1271  Broadway. 
Fletcher,  C.  R.,  146  W.  93d  st. 
Fossume,  F.  L.,  31  E.  60th  st. 
Fournier,  Joseph,  66  E.  58th  st. 
Fox,  Edward,  105  E.  24th  st. 
Francis,  Wm.  E.,  45  E.  22d  st. 
Freeman,  S.,  965  Madison  ave. 
Gibson,  Charles  C,  41  W.  35th  st. 
Gibson,  Kasson  C,  41 J^  W.  45th  st. 
Goldsmith,  S.  L.,  129  E.  60th  st. 
Gottschaldt,  M.  C,  13  E.  46th  st. 
Green,  Leo,  44  E.  75th  st. 
Grinan,  Alfred  J.,  253  W.  127th  st. 
Hammer,  H.  F.,  42  W.  40th  st. 
Hart,  John  I.,  118  W.  55th  st. 
Harvitt,  Joseph,  214  E.  Broadway. 
Hasbrouck,  J.  F.,  62  W.  38th  st. 
Hatch,  Henry  D.,  35  W.  38th  st. 
Herbhold,  Otto,  222  E.  15th  st. 
Hiller,  Paul  W..  231  W.  42d  st. 
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Hills,  W.  B.,  307  E.  i8th  St. 

Hoag,  W.  E.,  8  E.  43d  st. 

Hodson,  J.  F.  P.,  19  W.  39th  st. 

Howe,  J.  Morgan,  58  W.  47th  st. 

Howells,  E.  W.,  70  W.  35th  st. 

Hull,  H.  J.,  640  Madison  ave. 

Jackson,  V.  H.,  240  Lenox  ave. 

Jenkins,  G.  R.,  302  W.  56th  st. 

Jernigan,  G.  F.,  61  W.  56th  st. 

Krone,  O.  A.,  108  E.  57th  st. 

Lambert,  H.,  240  E.  19th  st. 

Lansing,  A.  G.,  239  W.  52d  st. 

Leggett,  G.  H.,  17  E.  124th  st. 

LeRoy,  Louis  C,  6  Lexington  ave. 

Linton,  C.  C,  65  W.  126th  st. 

Littig,  J.  Bond,  113  W.  47th  st. 

Merritt,  Arthur  H.,  413  Lexington 
ave. 

Mersereau,  G.  B.,  34  W.  126th  st. 

Messinger,  Elmer  S.,  41  W.  35th  st. 

Metzger,  Otto  L,  606  Park  ave. 

Meyer,  John  H.,  W.  87th  st. 

Miller,  A.  B.,  123  W.  48th  st. 

Miller,  Chas.  W.,  424  Park  ave. 

Minner,  Edmund  E.,  136  W.  92d  st. 

Morse,   Daniel   E.,    1135   Lexington 
ave. 

Moss,  M.  L.,  307  E.  86th  st. 

McKenzie,  James,  57  W.  84th  st. 

McLaren,  F.  J.,  127  W.  48th  st. 

McNaughton,  S.  H.,  63  W.  49th  st. 

McNeille,  Charles  S.,  19  Cooper 
Union. 

Nash,  Benjamin  C,  142  W.  78th  st. 

Niles,  W.  W.,  172  E.  ii6th  st. 

Northrop,  A.  L.,  57  W.  49th  st. 

Onderdonk,  T.  W.,  10  E.  34th  st. 

Palmer,  Delos,  48  W.  50th  st. 

Palmer,  Eugene,  48  W.  50th  st. 

Palmer,  G.  B.,  Windsor  Arcade. 

Palmer,  Jas.  G.,  63  W.  48th  st. 

Pease,  Chas.  G,  loi  W.  72d  st. 

Perrin,  Alfred  R.,  86th  st.  and  Lex- 
ington ave. 


Perry,  S.  G.,  46  W.  37th  st. 
Peters,  A.  L.,  58  2d  ave. 
Rabell,  C.  F.,  129  W.  22d  st. 
Reitz,  Ralph  B.,  38  E.  6ist  st 
Remington,  F.  A.,  57  W.  49th  st. 
Rettich,  H.,  118  W.  s8th  st. 
Rhein,  M.  L.,  38  E.  6ist  st. 
Rich,  Geo.  H.,  943  Madison  ave. 
Richardson,    C.    C,    1190   Madison 

ave. 
Ros,  Osvaldo,  51  W.  soth  st. 
Rosenstiel,  L.  S.,  634  Lexington  ave. 
Rouse,  A.  G.,  542  5th  ave. 
Russell,  Wm.  F.,  278  W.  112th  st. 
Schnaper,  Sam'l,  860  Lexington  ave. 
Scott,  Chas.  F.,  105  E.  24th  st. 
Sheckter,  S.  J.,  251  E.  Broadway. 
Shields,  Nelson  T.,  61  W.  56th  st. 
Short,  Wm.  B.,  242  Lenox  ave. 
Simon,  Samuel,  222  E.  13th  st. 
Sisson,  H.  H.,  503  5th  ave. 
Smith,  F.  Milton,  51  W.  37th  st. 
Smith,  Karl  C,  6^  W.  54th  st.    ' 
Sniffen,  D.  Austin,  155  W.  48th  st. 
Spencer,  H.  W.,  65  W.  117th  st. 
Stanton,  F.  L.,  35  W.  38th  st. 
Starr,  Alfred  R.,  8  E.  92d  st. 
Stier,  J.  J.,  300  W.  48th  st. 
Strobridge,  Robert,  113  W.  47th  st. 
Strohmeyer,  J.  J.,  123  E.  64th  st. 
Suriani,  Philip,  239  E.  34th  st. 
Swift,  Arthur  L.,  161  W.  71st  st. 
Taylor,  James  W.,  108  E.  57th  st. 
Tracy,  W.  D.,  46  W.  37th  st. 
Turner,  F.  C,  58  W.  soth  st. 
Vetter,  Chas.,  Jr.,  152  2d  st. 
Wagner,  Alfred,  127  E.  Soth  st. 
Walker,  Alfred  S.,  y^i  W.  89th  st. 
Walker,  W.  W.,  58  W.  50th  st. 
Wardwell,  C.  S.,  542  5th  ave. 
Wardwell,  L  F.,  542  5th  ave. 
Williamson,  D.  W.,  121  W.  21st  st. 
Willis,  Geo.  P.,  114  E.  60th  st. 
Wollison,  R.  M.,  20  W.  47th  st. 
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♦Crowley,  C.  George,  New  York. 
Gaylord,  E.  S.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Harmstad,  F.  C,  New  York. 
♦Hawes,  A.  C,  Noroton,  Conn. 
♦Heitzmann,  Carl,  New  York. 
Herbst,  Wilhelm,  Bremen,  Germany. 
Kirk,  Edward  C,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


♦Lord,  Benjamin,  New  York. 
Merritt,  Charles.  New  York. 
Miller,  Charles,  New  York. 
♦McKellops,  H.  J.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Odell,  Frank  M.,  New  York. 
Shepard,  L.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Younger,  W.  J.,  Chicago,  111. 


NON-RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


Andrews,  R.  R.,  Cambridge,  Mass.    LaRoche,  W.  T.,  Harrington  Park, 
Darby,  Edwin  T.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.       N.  J. 


Francis,  C.  E.  Stamford,  Conn. 
Gardner,  F.  H.,  Chicago,  111. 
Goodwillie,  James,  New  York. 
Guilford,  S.  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Harlan,  A.  W.,  Chicago,  111. 


Meeker,  Chas.  A.,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Peirce,  C.  N.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Stowell,  Sidney  S.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
Thomas,  T.  J.,  Glen  Cove,  N.  Y. 
Truman,  James,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Hoblitzell,  C.  W.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.   Valentine,  D.  W.,  Englewood,  N.  J. 

Watkins,  S.  C.  G.,  Montclair,  N.  J. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Black.  G.  v.,  Jacksonville,  111.  Luckey,  B.  F.,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Brown,  E.  Parmly,  New  York.  McQuillen,  D.  M.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Butler,  Chas.  S.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Stockton,  C.  S.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Faught,  L.  Ashley,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Tovill,  W.  R.,  Melbourne,  Australia. 

Lee,  F.  H.,  Auburn,  N.  Y.  Vaz,  Ph.  N.,  Caracas,  Venezuela. 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  Second  District  Dental  So- 
ciety as  follows: 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Brooklyn,  on  April  14,  1902,  and  the  fol- 
lowing oflficers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President— F.  P.  Hamlet,  Hemstead,  L.  I. 

Vice-President — Ellison  Hillyer,  472  Greene  avc. 

Recording  Secretary — F.  C.  Royce,  65  Greene  ave. 

Corresponding  Secretary — D.  W.  Barker,  87  Lafayette  ave. 

Treasurer — R,  G.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  444  Putnam  ave. 

Librarian — R.  C.  Brewster,  126  Lefferts  Place. 

Delegates  to  State  Society  for  term  of  four  years:  J.  H.  Hanning  and  G. 
Sandhusen. 

Seven  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  extending  from  October  to 
*  Deceased. 
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April,  and  were  very  largely  attended.    The  papers  contributed  were  both 
instructive  and  interesting  and  called  forth  quite  extensive  discussion. 
We  have  added  to  our  roll  ten  new  members. 

The  transactions  of  the  Society  have  appeared  in  the  Items  of  Interest. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  C.  Royce.  Secretary. 

ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 

Resident  in  Brooklyn  unless  otherwise  specified. 


Abbott,    Frank    P.,    33    Cambridge 

Place. 
Allan,  C.  F.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
Ash,  Chas.  F.,  160  Park  Place. 
Ayres,  L.  S.,  New  Brighton,  S.  I. 
Babcock,  E.  H.,  140  Remsen  st. 
Barker,  D.  W.,  87  Lafayette  ave. 
Barnes,  W.  N.,  126  Greene  ave. 
Brewster,  R.  C,  126  Lefferts  Place. 
Brockway,  A.  H.,  13  Greene  ave. 
Brown,  B.  A.,  13  Greene  ave. 
Brown,  J.  B.,  80  Lafayette  ave. 
Buckley,  W.  A.,  Liberty,  N.  Y. 
Burgess,  Huntington,  L.  I. 
Bush,  C.  Abbott,  516  Nostrand  ave. 
Bush,  W.  N.,  368  Putnam  ave. 
Byers,  T.  M.,  488  Nostrand  ave. 
Campbell,  W.  A.,  436  Gold  st. 
Clark,  W.  G.,  105  Montague  st. 
Clark,  W.  P.,  380  Ninth  st. 
Clasing,  J.  F.  W.,  280  President  st. 
Connor,  M.,  189  Joralemon  st. 
Cook,  C.  D.,  162  Remsen  st. 
Croscup,  H.  C,  190  State  st. 
Cuinet,  L.  A.,  152  Henry  st. 
Desnoes,  A.  M.,  62  Hancock  st. 
Dills,  W.  B.,  260  DeKalb  ave. 
Dobbs,  E.  T.,  167  State  st. 
Du  Bois,  C.  F.,  290  Gates  ave. 
Emerson,  F.  S.,  632  Bedford  ave. 
Ferris,  H.  C,  1166  Dean  st. 
Frazer,  W.  N.,  184  McDonough  st. 
Fuller,  D.  A.,  162  Clinton  st. 
Fuller,  D.  J.,  162  Clinton  st. 
Fuller,  E.  D.,  Peekskill,  N.  Y. 
Fuller,  Z.  P.,  105  S.  Elliott  Place. 
Gilchrist,  H.  C,  Nyack,  N.  Y. 

♦  Deceased. 


Gould,  H.  P.,  193  Joralemon  st. 

Gould,  H.  S.,  103  Greene  ave. 

Graves,  C.  F.,  201  Schermerhorn  st. 

Halsey,  W.  E.,  203  Jefferson  ave. 

Hamlet,  F.  P.,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

Hankinson,  M.  C,  262  Schermer- 
horn St. 

Hanning,  J.  H.,  56  Pine  St.,  N.  Y. 

Heilig,  S.  E.,  255  Flatbush  ave. 

Hill,  O.  E.,  160  Clinton  st. 

Hilly er,  Ellison,  472  Greene  ave. 

Holly,  J.  H.,  Warwick,  N.  Y. 

Holly,  R.  T.,  155  Montague  st. 

Holmes,  J.  H.,  748  Putnam  ave. 

Hopkins,  S.  P.,  156  Clinton  st. 

Houghton,  O.  E.,  126  S.  Oxford  st. 

Hull,  P.  L.,  Jamaica,  L.  I. 

Hurd,  W.  B.,  502  Bedford  ave. 

Huskinson,  E.  C,  804  DeKalb  ave. 

Hutchinson,  R.  G.,  Jr.,  444  Putnam 
ave. 

Hyatt,  T.  P.,  114  Montague  st. 

Jarvie,  Wm.,  105  Clinton  st. 

*Johnston,  W.  H.,  73  Ft.  Greene 
Place. 

Keowen,  S.  S.,  949  Bedford  ave. 

Keppy,  F.  B.,  62  Hancock  st. 

Ketcham,  F.  S..  359  Macon  st. 

Knight,  G.  W.,  15  Cambridge  Place. 

Kreamer,  F.  O.,  225  Schermerhorn  st 

Lanchantin,  E.  F.,  360  Ninth  st. 

Lienau,  R.  C,  170  Clinton  st. 

Lundgren,  C.  J,,  1241  Broadway. 

Magruder,  R.  B.  L.,  51  Quincy  st. 

Mapp,  C.  J.,  59  Court  st. 

Master,  C.  M.,  Flushing,  L.  L 

McBrair,  H.  C,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 
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McCormack,  P.,  46s  Fulton  st. 
McDougall,  Km  119  Halsey  st. 
Mills,  J.  J.,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 
Moore,  C.  E.,  670  President  st. 
Moore,  F.  W.,  4D8a  Qinton  st. 
Morris,  F.,  642  Greene  ave. 
Nies,  F.  H.,  114  William  st. 
Nodine,  A.  M.,  45  Hanson  Place. 
Noll,  Jos.  A.,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 
Norton,  S.  J.  L.,  218  Van  Buren  st. 
O'Brien,  H.  L.,  217  Ninth  st. 
Ottolengui,  R.,  80  W.  40th  st 
Parker,  C.  B.,  167  Remsen  st. 
Parker,  D.  W.  L.,  167  Remsen  st. 
Parker,  E.  G.,  Goshen,  N.  Y. 
Parker,  V.  F.,  124  Montague  st. 
Peterson,  J.  O.,  216  Berfi^en  st. 
Pool,  G.  E.,  196  52d  St. 
Powell,  J.  K.,  Jr.,  155  Hendrix  st. 
Provost,  W.  D.,  352  Stuyvesant  ave. 
Quinlan,  T.  A.,  463  Fulton  st. 
Ramsdell,  W.  M.,  129  S.  Oxford  st. 
Randall,  W.  V.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
Reed,  E.  D.,  144  Lefferts  Place. 
Rippier,  E.  T.,  354  Ninth  st. 
Rogers,  W.  H.,  506  Hancock  st. 
Roussell,  A.  N.,  143  Stuyvesant  ave. 


Royce,  F.  C,  65  Greene  ave. 
Russell,  J.  W.,  368  Adelphi  st. 
Ruyl,  J.  P.,  18  Ashford  st. 
Sanbern,  F.,  156  Clinton  st. 
Sandhusen,  G.,  298  Cumberland  st. 
Schmidt,  J.  A.,  1195  Dean  st. 
Scofield,  F.  E.,  87  Macon  st. 
Seaver,  A.  D.,  154  Berkeley  Place. 
Shaw,  L.,  162  Remsen  st. 
Siqueland,  Theo.,  260  President  st. 
Skinner,  D.  S.,  75  Greene  ave. 
Solomons,  J.  R.,  200  Quincy  st. 
Springsted,  J.  W.,  152  Noble  st. 
Strong,  W.  A.,  34  Smith  st. 
Turner,  W.  J.,  105  Clinton  St. 
Tuttle,  J.  H.,  Jr.,  927  Marcy  ave. 
Van  Note,  F.  L.,  826  Flatbush  ave. 
Van  Woert,  F.  T.,  260  DeKalb  ave. 
Varcoe,  E.  R.,  Goshen,  N.  Y. 
Walker,  F.  C,  226  Schermerhorn  st. 
Wallace,  E.  C,  57  Morton  st. 
Weiskotten,  R.  H.,  133  Hewes  st. 
White,  G.  W.,  :'09  Thirteenth  st. 
Wicks,  J.  V.  P.,  548  Madison  st. 
Wilder,  L.  G.,  52  Ft.  Greene  Place. 
Wood,  John,  233  Hancock  st. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


Marvin,  C.  A.,  Montclair,  N.  J.  Jackson,    V.    H.,    240   Lenox    ave., 

Mirick,    H.    G.,    "The    Arlington,"       N.  Y. 

Montague  st.  Royce,  T.  C,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 

Flagg,  J.  Foster,  Swarthmore,  Pa.       Wait,  S.,  138  Lefferts  Place. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

April  19,  1902. 
Dr,  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — The  thirty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Third  District  Dental 
Society  met  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  April  15,  1902.    Members  present,  twenty-five. 

Three  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  two  at  Troy  and  the  annual 
at  Albany. 

After  the  semi-annual  meeting,  held  October  15,  1901,  a  testimonial  ban- 
quet was  tendered  to  the  two  oldest  living  charter  members  of  the  Society, — 
Dr.  F.  LeGrand  Ames  and  Dr.  E.  J.  Young,— at  the  New  Kenmore,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are: 
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President-^F.  W.  Kctaer,  Hudson. 

Vice-President— M,  J,  Barrett,  Troy. 

Secretary— Chzrles  E.  Allen,  Albany. 

Treasurer— J.  W.  Canaday,  Albany. 

Correspondent— ^F.  LeGrand  Ames,  Albany. 

The  list  of  delegates  now  stands  as  follows :  F.  Schermerhom  (term  ex- 
pires 1903),  M.  J.  Barrett  (1904),  C.  H.  Bird  (1905),  H.  G.  Nelson  (1905), 
J.  W.  Hine  (1906),  C.  F.  Wheeler  (1906),  Morton  Van  Loan  (1904,  to  fill 
unexpired  term  of  G.  A.  Englert),  W.  E.  McCarthy  (1903,  to  fill  unexpired 
term  of  P.  S.  Oakley). 

Six  new  members  were  received  during  the  year:  L.  S.  Blatner,  Albany; 
L.  T.  Brown,  Cobleskill ;  C.  B.  Cragin,  Kingston ;  Moses  F.  Kirwan,  Albany ; 
Josiah  Mann,  Middleburgh;  Morton  Van  Loan,  Albany. 

Two  names  have  been  dropped  from  the  rolls. 

One  honorary  member  has  been  elected :  Nelson  T.  Shields,  New  York  city. 

Our  society  recommends  J.  W.  Hine  for  a  permanent  member  of  the 
State  Society. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  during  the  past  year. 

From  our  president's  report,  "we  have  a  substantial  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury," and  "developed  a  closer  bond  of  friendship  and  a  broader  spirit,"  and 
"on  account  of  the  absence  of  formality,  the  discussions  were  decidedly  pleas- 
ant and  instructive." 

Our  membership  at  present  numbers  forty-two. 

Chas.  E.  Allen,  Secretary. 

ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 

Aldcroft,  J.  G.,  Hudson.  Kirwan,  M.  F.,  Albany. 

Allen,  Charles  E.,  Albany.  Knauff,  E.  J.,  Troy. 

Ames,  F.  Le  Grand,  Albany.  Lynam,  H.  D.,  Troy. 

Amyot,  B.  E.,  Cohoes.  Mann,  J.,  Middleburgh. 

Appleton,  J.  L.,  Albany.  McCarthy,  W.  E.,  Troy. 

Appleton,  G.  N.,  Albany.  Nelson,  H.  G.,  Troy. 

Barrett,  M.  J.,  Troy.  Oakley,  P.  S.,  Troy. 

Bennett,  E.  A.,  Catskill.  Quimet,  F.,  Albany. 

Bird,  C.  H.,  Troy.  Roosa,  Hyman,  Kingston. 

Blatner,  L.  S.,  Albany.  Rowe,  M.  L.,  Albany. 

Brown,  L.  T.,  Cobleskill.  Schermerhorn,  Frank,  Cohoes. 

Canaday,  J.  W.,  Albany.  Scott,  John  A.,  Rensselaer. 

Cragin,  C.  B.,  Kingston.  Sullivan,  G.  A.,  Albany. 

Ellis,  Richard,  Troy.  Van  Loan,  Morton,  Albany. 

Englert,  G.  A.,  Catskill.  Van  Vleck,  C.  K.,  Hudson. 

Garvey,  P.  S.,  Hudson.  Wheeler,  C.  F.,  Albany. 

Hawkins.  F.  F.,  Troy.  Whitbeck,  T.  H.,  Albany. 

Hine,  J.  W.,  Albany.  Whitney,  S.  W.,  Albany. 

Johnson,  A.  S.,  Troy.  Wright.  A.  M.,  Troy. 

Ketner,  F.  W.,  Hudson.  Young,  E.  J.,  Troy. 

Kirwan,  P.  S..  Albany.  Young,  G.  B.,  Troy. 

HONORARY   MEMBER. 

Shields,  Nelson  T..  New  York  city. 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

April  16,  1902. 
Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — The  thirty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
April  15,  1902,  in  Glens  Falls. 

There  were  twenty-one  of  our  members  present. 

The  society  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Four  new  members  were  elected,  making  a  total  of  forty-three  active 
members. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

President — Geo.  Brown,  Glens  Falls. 

Vice-President — L.  A.  Timerman,  Fort  Plain. 

Secretary — Eldward  Rhinehart,  Schenectady. 

Treasurer — E.  Doolittle,  Saratoga. 

Correspondent— J.  Barraclough,  Sandy  Hill. 

The  delegates  to  the  State  Society  are  Drs.  C.  A.  Holt,  A.  H.  McCann, 
H.  E.  Douglass,  J.  Barraclough,  S.  A.  Demarest,  Geo.  Brown,  and  L.  A. 
Timerman. 

Our  society  recommend  Dr.  E.  Doolittle  and  Dr.  S.  A.  Demarest  for  per- 
manent membership  in  the  State  Society. 

ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Barraclough,  J.,  Sandy  Hill. 
Brown,  George,  Glens  Falls. 
Bush,  F.  S.,  Gloversville. 
Clark,  G.  M.,  Gloversville. 
Colgrove,  W.  H.,  Johnstown. 
Collins,  J.  H.,  Granville. 
Demarest,  S.  A.,  Glens  Falls. 
Doolittle,  E.,  Saratoga. 
Douglass,  H.  E.,  Ticonderoga. 
Foote.  N.  E.,  Whitehall. 
Foulds,  T.  H.,  Glens  Falls. 
Gross,  O.  J.,  Schenectady. 
Hall,  H.  A.,  Gloversville. 
Hawley,  A.  F.,  Waterford. 
Holt,  C.  R.,  Westport. 
Hull,  J.  B.,  Schenectady. 
Lamb,  G.  E.,  Port  Henry. 
Lansing,  W.  E..  Gloversville. 
Merrihew,  P.  P.,  Quaker  Street. 
Merwin,  N.  L.,  Amsterdam. 
Munroe,  E.  A.,  Saratoga. 
McCann,  A.  H.,  Glens  Falls. 

The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held  at  Glens  Falls  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  April,  1903.  Respectfully, 

Edward  B.  Rhinehart,  Secretary, 


Powers,  N.  C,  Saratoga. 
Quire*  John,  Saratoga. 
Reynolds,  E.  E.,  Schenectady. 
Reynolds,  W.  T.,  Amsterdam. 
Rhinehart,  E.,  Schenectady. 
Rich,  A.  C,  Saratoga. 
Rose,  W.  S.,  Schenectady. 
Rossiter,  A.  A.,  Saratoga. 
Sayers,  D.  D.,  Gloversville. 
Shannon,  George,  Cambridge. 
Shaw,  Edmund,  Gloversville. 
Sigsbee,  J.  L.,  Canajoharie. 
Sitterly,  A.  T.,  Schenectady. 
Stoan,  P.,  Canajoharie. 
Snyder,  W.  E.,  Amsterdam. 
Tibbetts,  Willard  H.,  Ballston. 
Timerman,  L.  A.,  Fort  Plain. 
Williamson,  W.  J.,  Middle  Granville. 
Woolsey,  George,  Fonda. 
Wright,  Frank,  Ticonderoga. 
Young,  A.  D.,  Gloversville. 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  Fifth  District  Society  as 
follows : 

Two  regular  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  the  semi-annual 
being  held  at  Utica  in  October  last,  and  the  annual  meeting  at  Syracuse, 
April  8th  and  9th.  At  each  of  these  meetings  instructive  clinics  were  given 
and  papers  read. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  were  as  follows: 

President — Chas.  H.  Barnes,  Syracuse. 

Vice-President — Sheridan  Slocum,  Oswego. 

Secretary — A.  D.  Wells,  Skaneateles. 

Treasurer — I.  C.  Curtis,  Fulton. 

Librarian — F.  R.  Adams,  Vernon. 

Board  of  Censors— F,  D.  Nellis,  S.  B.  Palmer,  A.  Retter. 

Delegates  to  the  State  Society:  1899-1903,  C.  H.  Barnes,  W.  H.  Jones; 
1900-1904,  S.  Slocum,  J.  C.  Benz;  1901-1905,  G.  B.  Beach,  E.  A.  Smith; 
1902- 1906,  J.  H.  Dower,  J.  E.  Cummings. 

The  place  of  meeting  for  the  thirty-fourth  semi-annual  in  October  was  left 
to  a  committee. 

There  have  been  no  new  members  added  to  the  society  during  the  year, 
while  one  has  resigned,  leaving  the  active  membership  fifty. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Albert  D.  Wells,  Secretary. 


ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Adams,  F.  R.,  Vernon. 
Barnes,  C.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Beach,  G.  B.,  Syracuse. 
Benz,  John  C,  Syracuse. 
Billington,  B.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Butler,  G.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Cherry,  C.  E.,  Syracuse. 
Coe,  I.  J.,  Baldwinsville. 
Cooke,  A.  R.,  Syracuse. 
Cooke,  A.  A.,  Utica. 
Cummings,  J.  E.,  Syracuse. 
Curtis,  I.  C,  Fulton. 
Dower,  J.  IL,  Syracuse. 
Dunn,  T.  F.,  Oneida. 
Elliott,  Geo.  L.,  Syracuse. 
Fisher,  F.  W.,  Syracuse. 
Garlinghouse,  J.  N.,  Clinton. 
Haight,  Percy  L.,  Little  Falls. 
Hardisty,  G.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Howard,  C.  W.,  Watertown. 


Jackson,  J.  Will,  Boonville. 
Jones,  L.  H.,  Rome. 
Jones,  R.  Frank,  Utica. 
Jones,  Wm.  H.,  Clinton. 
McCraith,  T.  E.,  Utica. 
Murray,  W.  G.,  Herkimer. 
Nellis,  F.  D.,  Syracuse. 
Palmer,  S.  B.,  Syracuse. 
Parker,  Geo.  B.,  Watertown. 
Peters,  C.  J.,  Syracuse. 
Pollard,  Glen  F.,  Oriskany  Falls. 
Potter,  G.  A.,  Cape  Vincent. 
Priest,  A.  M.,  Utica. 
Puckey,  A.,  Waterville. 
Redway,  R.  B.,  Ilion. 
Retter,  A.,  Utica. 
Ryan,  C.  M.,  Syracuse. 
Slocum.  Sheridan,  Oswego. 
Smith,  A.  F.,  Syracuse. 
Smith,  E.  A.,  Rome. 
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Smith,  F.  R.,  Rome.  Tremain,  W.  R,  Rome. 

Stillman,  A.  A.,  Syracuse.  Webb,  E.  R.,  Syracuse. 

Sullivan,  J.  C,  Little  Falls.  Webb,  H.  C,  Syracuse. 

Tibbetts,  F.  G.,  Fayetteville.  Wells,  A.  D.,  Skaneateles. 

Tompkins,  H.  H.,  Utica.  Wells,  I.  G.,  Holland  Patent. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Barrett,  W.  C,  Buffalo.  Ford,  F.  A.,  Cazenovia. 

Curtis,  Geo.,  Lenox.  Schmidt,  J.  A.,  Brookl3m. 

Evans,  Geo.,  New  York.  Swartwout,  E.  L..  Utica. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

BiNGHAMTON,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1902. 
Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  thirty-fourth  annual  report  of 
the  Sixth  District  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  thirty-third  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  on 
October  29,  30,  and  31,  1901,  this  society  meeting  with  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth  District  Societies.    Sixteen  members  of  this  society  were  present. 

The  thirty-fourth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Binghamton,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  May  8  and  9,  1902. 

Dr.  Marcus  O.  Landon,  of  Delhi,  president  of  the  society,  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order  on  Thursday  at  2  p.m.,  and  delivered  an  address  of  welcome. 
The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Bennett  Assembly  Hall,  and  thirty-five 
members  and  several  visitors  were  present 

The  treasurer,  secretary,  and  several  committees  presented  their  annual 
reports,  all  of  which  were  accepted  by  the  society. 

Officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are : 

President — Francis  M.  Willis,  Ithaca. 

Vice-President — Albert  V.  Needham,  Oneida. 

Secretary — Frederic  W.  McCall,  Binghamton. 

Treasurer — Herbert  D.  Whitmarsh,  Binghamton. 

C^«.ror— Frank  B.  Darby,  Elmira. 

Delegates  to  State  Dental  Society  for  four  years:  William  J.  LeSuer, 
Oneonta;  Charles  M.  Dunne,  Norwich.  Delegate  to  fill  a  vacancy:  Ernest 
L.  Pitcher,  Cooperstown. 

The  following  were  elected  to  membership  in  the  Society:  W.  G.  Bron- 
son,  Binghamton ;  J.  V.  Faulkner,  Oneida ;  G.  H.  Nellis,  Walton ;  H.  E.  J. 
Hammond,  Bainbridge;  H.  J.  Cull,  Cazenovia. 

The  business  committee  presented  an  attractive  program  of  essays  and 
clinics,  and  three  sessions  were  held.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  semi- 
annual meeting  at  Cortland,  on  October  2  and  3,  1902. 

The  Sixth  District  Society  has  fifty-eight  active  members  and  nine  honor- 
ary members.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederic  W.  McCall,  Secretary. 
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ACnVB  MEMBERS. 


Adamy,  S.  W.,  Union. 
Aldrich,  M.  B.,  Binghamton. 
Arbuckle,  J.  H.,  Delhi. 
Barnes,  A.  S.,  Oneonta. 
Barton,  W.  W.,  Binghamton. 
Bassett,  C.  G.,  Sidney. 
Baylis,  C.  F.,  Oneonta. 
Bronson,  W.  G.,  Binghamton. 
Clark,  A.  P.,  Sidney. 
Copley,  W.  M.,  Otego. 
Cowan,  J.  H.,  Cortland. 
Cox,  C.  W.,  Horseheads. 
Cull,  H.  J.,  Cazenovia. 
Darby,  F.  B.,  Elmira. 
Denike,  G.  A.,  Binghamton. 
Downs,  E.  D.,  Owego. 
Dunne,  C.  M.,  Norwich. 
Faulkner,  J.  V.,  Oneida. 
Fish,  M.  H.,  New  Berlin. 
Fish,  W.  S.,  Sherburne. 
Flaherty,  J.  V.,  Chittenango. 
Ford,  F.  A.,  Cazenovia. 
Goddard,  E.,  Elmira. 
Hall,  W.  H.,  Binghamton. 
Hamilton,  H.  B.,  Ithaca. 
Hammond,  H.  E.  J.,  Bainbridge. 
Harris,  E.  W.,  Walton. 
Hawkins,  C.  F.,  Ithaca. 
Hill,  William  L.,  Owego. 


Holmes,  A.  M.,  Morrisville. 
Howe,  Fred  B.,  Ithaca. 
Howe,  John  B.,  Ithaca. 
Hoysradt,  G.  W.,  Ithaca. 
Hughston,  R.  G.,  Delhi. 
Ingalls,  C.  E.,  Cortland. 
Ingalls,  L.  S.,  Cortland. 
Ingalls,  M.  B.,  Cortland. 
Ingraham,  W.  J.,  Binghamton. 
Jewell,  M.  D.,  Richfield  Springs. 
Knapp,  L.  E.,  Deposit. 
Landon,  M.  O.,  Delhi. 
LeSuer,  W.  J.,  Oneonta. 
Mayor,  William  E.,  Owego. 
McCall,  F.  W.,  Binghamton. 
Needham,  A.  V.,  Oneida. 
Nellis,  G.  H.,  Walton. 
Nelson,  E.,  Waverly. 
Pitcher,  E.  L.,  Cooperstown. 
Sanford,  L.  P.,  Binghamton. 
Sharp,  W.  M.,  Binghamton. 
Smith,  M.  M.,  Lestershire. 
Spencer,  C.  W.,  Sidney. 
Thompson,  F.  R.,  Homer. 
Turner,  A.  D.,  Binghamton. 
Turner,  H.  H.,  Marathon. 
Walker,  E.  S.,  Greene. 
Whitmarsh,  H.  D.,  Binghamtaf^- 
Willis,  F.  M.,  Ithaca. 


HONORARY   MEMBERS. 


Dosenbury,    C.    S.,    M.D., 

ville,  Pa. 
Howe,  F.  S.,  Dryden. 
Kelly,  W.  B.,  Towanda,  Pa. 
Melotte,  G.  W.,  M.D.S.,  Ithaca. 
Newell,  J.  K.,  Wyalusing,  Pa. 


LeRays-   Quintero,    J.    M.,    D.D.S.,    Vy^^^' 
France. 
Rischell,  E.  C,  Athens,  Pa. 
Smith,  W.  W.,  Montrose.  Pa. 
Walter,  L.  D.,  D.D.S.,  Rochester. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — The  Seventh  District  Dental  Society  held  three  meetings  during 
the  year.  A  special  meeting  was  held  at  the  office  of  the  secretary,  at  which 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  prosecution  of  illegal  practitioners  in  the 
city  of  Rochester,  and  the  raising  of  funds  for  the  same.    The  semi-annual 
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meeting,  in  joint  session  with  the  Sixth  and  Eighth  District  Societies,  was 
held  at  the  New  Osborn  House,  in  Rochester,  and  was  the  largest  union 
meeting  held  in  the  history  of  the  society,  there  being  over  two  hundred  in 
attendance.  The  business  committee  furnished  an  excellent  program  of 
twelve  papers,  three  addresses,  and  thirty-seven  interesting  and  instructive 
clinics. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  New  Osborn  House  in  Rochester. 
Six  papers  were  read  and  twenty  clinics  given.  All  members  and  visitors 
were  invited  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Rochester  Dental  Society  at  night, 
and  a  very  profitable  and  social  evening  was  spent. 

Death  has  deprived  us  of  two  of  our  members :  Drs.  R.  Salter  and  Walter 
G.  Kempe,  both  of  Rochester. 

Six  new  members  were  received  during  the  year:  C.  F.  Fraley,  Geneseo; 
P.  W.  Smith,  Palmyra;  C.  F.  Buckland,  Coming;  G.  B.  Mitchell,  Rochester; 
G.  C.  Lowe,  Rochester;  A.  E.  Sager,  Rochester. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President— F.  W.  Proseus,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Vice-President — F.  Messerschmitt,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Recording  Secretary — C.  F.  Bunbury,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Corresponding  Secretary — C.  C.  Bachman,  Waterloo,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer — L.  Requa,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Board  of  Censors— J.  Requa,  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  H.  S.  Miller,  W.  W.  Smith, 
C.  H.  Nicholson. 

Delegates  to  State  Society :  F.  Messerschmitt  and  B.  S.  Hert,  1903 ;  G.  G. 
Burns  and  B.  C.  Guile,  1904 ;  C.  F.  Bunbury  and  W.  W.  Belcher,  1905 ;  C. 
Elmendorf  and  B.  G.  Saunders,  1906. 

C.  F.  Bunbury,  Secretary. 


ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Ailing,  F.  D.,  Sodus. 
Andrews,  G.  A.,  Lyons. 
Avery,  R.  B.,  Auburn. 
Bachman,  C.  C,  Waterloo. 
Barr,  W.  H.,  Rochester. 
Beebee,  J.  H.,  Rochester. 
Belcher,  W.  W.,  Rochester. 
Booth,  C.  F.,  Canandaigua. 
Bradley,  M.  C,  Avon. 
Buckland,  C.  F.,  Corning. 
Bunbury,  C.  F.,  Rochester. 
Burkhart,  A.  P.,  Dansville. 
Bums,  G.  G.,  Rochester. 
Chase,  J.  A.,  Geneseo. 
Clapp,  E.  A.,  Livonia. 
Cowan,  J.  W.,  Geneseo. 
Cull,  H.  J.,  Sodus. 
Dennison,  J.  S.,  Waterloo. 


Edington,  L  C,  Rochester. 
Edwards,  D.  L.,  Clyde. 
Elmendorf,  C,  Penn  Yan. 
Erler,  R.,  Rochester. 
Fenderson,  F.  A.,  Corning. 
Fraley,  C.  J.,  Geneseo. 
French,  F.,  Rochester. 
Furner,  J.  S.,  Lima. 
Gilbert,  L.  H.,  Rochester. 
Goble,  L.  S.,  Rochester. 
Goode,  G.,  Rochester. 
Greene,  F.  A.,  Geneva. 
Guile,  B.  C,  Hammondsport. 
Hall,  Alex.,  Hornellsville. 
Hanna,  J.  N.,  Rochester. 
Hert,  B.  S.,  Rochester. 
Hofheinz,  R.  H.,  Rochester. 
Holmes,  H.  N..  Canandaigua. 
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Howell,  C.  F.,  Rochester. 
Hulme,  M.  L.,  Rochester. 
Jones,  L.  C,  Wolcott. 
Knapp,  J.  F.,  Geneva. 
La  Salle,  B.  F.,  Rochester. 
Lee,  F.  H.,  Auburn. 
Line,  J.  Edw.,  Rochester. 
Link,  E.  G.,  Rochester. 
Locke,  G.  E.,  Brockport. 
Lowe,  G.  C,  Rochester. 
Marks,  W.  H.,  Palmyra. 
Meserschmitt,  F.,  Rochester. 
Miller,  H.  S.,  Rochester. 
Mitchell,  G.  B.,  Rochester. 
Nicholson,  C.  H.,  Rochester. 
Osgood,  A.,  Bath. 
Pickels,  S.  H.,  Corning. 
Post,  F.  A.,  Clifton  Springs. 
Povall,  W.  H.,  Mt.  Morris. 
Proseus,  F.  W.,  Rochester. 


Requa,  J.,  Rochester. 
Requa,  L.,  Rochester. 
Rood,  F.  M.,  Rochester. 
Sager,  A.  E.,  Rochester. 
Sanford,  J.  E.,  Rochester. 
Saunders,  B.  G.,  Rochester. 
Schlottman,  E.  L.,  Rochester. 
Sibley,  F.  L.,  Rochester. 
Smith,  P.  H.,  Rochester. 
Smith,  P.  W.,  Palmyra. 
Smith,  W.  W.,  Rochester. 
Stevens,  R.  J.,  Geneseo. 
Sweet,  E.  J.,  Hornellsville. 
Tarrant,  F.  J.,  Rochester. 
Thompson,  L.  L,  Rochester. 
Thompson,  G.  H.,  Honeyoye  Falls. 
Waugh,  D.  H.,  Rochester. 
White,  W.  A.,  Phelps. 
Wilbur,  W.  C,  Corning. 
Windell,  W.  A.,  Rochester. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


Adam,  F.  D.,  Minnesota. 
Arnold,  W.  F.,  Rochester. 
Howard,  C.  T.,  Rochester. 
Howard,  F.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Leyden,  M.,  Rochester. 
Palmer,  S.  B.,  Syracuse. 


Smith,    M.    H.,    Colorado    Springs, 

Col 
Walters,  J.  S.,  Eugene,  Ore. 
Ward,  C.  H.,  Rochester. 
Watson,  G.  H.,  Berlin,  Germany. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  lo,  1902. 
Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  thirty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Eighth  District 
Dental  Society,  held  in  Buffalo,  Tuesday,  April  29,  1902,  the  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President— G.  B.  Scott,  Buffalo. 

Vice-President — W.  J.  Leake,  Lockport. 

Recording  Secretary — B.  W.  Whipple,  Buffalo. 

Corresponding  Secretary — G.  W.  Pringle,  Niagara  Falls. 

Treasurer— h.  Meisburger,  Buffalo. 

Librarian — S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo. 

Board  of  Censors— H.  J.  Burkhart,  B.  Rathbun,  R.  Murray,  J.  W.  Beach, 
L.  W.  Robinson. 

Delegates  to  State  Society :  L.  Meisburger,  Buffalo,  for  four  years ;  D.  H. 
Young,  Attica,  for  four  years ;  H.  B.  Lyon,  Dunkirk,  for  two  years,  in  place 
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of  H.    B.  Huver,  resigned ;  C.  E.  Wittlaufer,  Buffalo,  for  two  years,  in  place 
of  S.  Eschelman  resigned. 

Six  regular  meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  about  thirty-nine,  which  shows  that  the  papers  and  discussions  were  very 
interesting. 

Dr.  Chas.  H.  Barnes,  of  Syracuse,  was  with  us  at  the  December  meeting 
and  gave  a  paper  on  '*The  Next  Step  in  the  Prevention  of  Dental  Caries." 

Prof.  C.  N.  Peirce,  of  Philadelphia,  gave  us  an  address  at  the  January 
meeting,  entitled  "The  Past  and  Present  in  Dentistry." 

Both  gentlemen  were  well  received  and  the  members  thoroughly  appreci- 
ated the  papers. 

Nine  members  have  joined  the  society  during  the  year,  and  it  has  lost 
three,  one  by  resignation  and  two  for  non-payment  of  dues,  leaving  an  active 
membership  of  one  hundred  and  three  and  one  honorary  member. 

The  treasurer  reports  the-  society  in  a  good  financial  condition. 

The  librarian  reports  the  Whitney  Dental  Library  as  containing  one  thou- 
sand volumes  to  which  is  added  from  year  to  year  the  current  periodical 
dental  literature.  Respectfully, 

B.  W.  Whipple,  Recording  Secretary. 


ACTIVE   MEMBERS. 


Allen,  A.  J.,  Lockport. 
Allen,  C.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Austin,  L.  P.,  Silver  Creek. 
Ballachey,  F.  A.,  Buflfalo. 
Barber,  L.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Barrett,  W.  C,  Buffalo. 
Barrows,  C.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Barrows,  D.  E.,  Olean. 
Barrows,  W.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Beach,  J.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Belcher,  H.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Blood,  F.  S.,  Buffalo. 
Bradshaw,  C.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Bristol,  L.  W.,  Lockport. 
Brown,  S.  A.,  Westfield. 
Burkhart,  H.  J.,  Batavia. 
Butler.  C.  S.,  Buffalo. 
Cavers,  W.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Collins,  J.  P.,  Buffalo. 
Cooley,  M.  O.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Coon,  W.  W.,  Alfred. 
Cowie,  J.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Dailey,  M.  H.,  Akron. 
Dewey,  C.  E.,  Batavia. 
Doolittle,  G.  P.,  Albion. 


Doolittle,  H.  B.,  Albion. 
Dunbar,  G.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Ellsworth,  F.  S.,  Wellsville. 
Ernsmere,  J.  B..  Buffalo. 
Eschelman,  S.,  Buffalo. 
Eschelman,  M.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Fay,  M.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Flagg,  C.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Frank,  F.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Freeman,  S.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Frey,  G.  J.,  Buffalo. 
Garrett,  F.  S.,  Buffalo. 
Gibson,  T.  G.,  Buffalo. 
Greene,  P.  D.,  Belmont. 
Grove,  W.  V.,  Buffalo. 
Hammersmith,  P.  C,  Buflfalo. 
Hausle.  E.  J.,  Buflfalo. 
Hayes,  W.  C,  Buflfalo. 
Haynes,  F.  L.,  Buflfalo. 
Houghton,  C,  Batavia. 
Howard,  F.  E.,  Buflfalo. 
Huver,  H.  B.,  Buflfalo. 
Isham,  A.  F.,  Buflfalo. 
Jung,  A.  H.,  Buflfalo. 
Kendall,  C.  A.,  Buflfalo. 
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Kessel,  R..  Buffalo. 
Leach,  L.  R.,  Hamburg. 
Leake,  W.  J.,  Lockport. 
Lewis,  T.  C,  Buffalo. 
Low,  F.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Lyon,  H.  B..  Dunkirk. 
Madden,  J.  J..  Buffalo. 
Marshall,  W.  E..  Buffalo. 
MacDougall,  S.  E..  Buffalo. 
McMichael,  H.  R..  Buffalo. 
Meisburger,  L.,  Buffalo. 
Mimniack,  A.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Moulthrop.  G.  F.,  Buffalo. 
Muir.  R..  Gowanda. 
Muntz.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Murray,  R.,  Buffalo. 
Newman,  T.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Paull,  W.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Phillips,  T.  C,  Buffalo. 
Phillips,  T.  S.,  Buffalo. 
Poole,  P.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Preston.  A.  E.,  Dclevan. 
Pringle,  G.  W..  Niagara  Falls. 
Pullen,  H.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Rathbun.  B.,  Dunkirk. 
Rathbun,  C.  M.,  Fredonia. 
Richardson.  C.  G.,  Batavia. 


Robinson,  L.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Salisbury,  S.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Scott,  G.  B.,  Buflfalo. 
Sharp,  C.  H.,  Lockport. 
Smith,  T.  B.,  Bolivar. 
Snider,  W.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Snow,  G.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Sortore,  J,  F.,  Belmont. 
Squire,  D.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Squires,  L.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Stackhouse,  J.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Stadlinger,  C.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Stainton,  C.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Straight,  M.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Thompson,  D.  M.,  Niagara  Fall.*=. 
Underwood,  F.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Washburn,  F.  M.,  Perry. 
Waters,  A.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Wettlaufer,  C.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Whipple,  B.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Whipple,  E.  O.,  Olean. 
Whipple,  G.,  Cuba. 
Whipple,  H.  L.,  Cuba. 
Whitbeck,  H.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Wiles.  L.  E.,  Fillmore. 
Young,  D.  H.,  Attica. 


HONORARY    MEMBER. 

Hastings,  C.  A.,  Rio  De  Janicro,  S.  A. 


NEW  YORK  DENTAL  SCHOOL. 

New  York,  May  lo,  ip^^' 

Members  of  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  to  your  honorable  body 
results  of  a  very  successful  year's  work. 

The  number  of  matriculates  is   sixty-six,  and  the  number  of  gradi*^ 
twelve. 

The  class  of  students  matriculated  has  been  above  the  average,  and    * 
attendance  at  lectures  very  regular. 

The  work  of  the  students,  especially  of  the  graduating  class,  has  bee** 
a  high  grade. 

Several  important  improvements  in  curriculum  as  well  as  equipment  ^^ 
been  carried  through  during  the  year. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Ch.'vs.  Milton  Ford,  M.D.,  Dea^- 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  DENTAL  EXAMINERS. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  May  12,  1902. 
To  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  Nezv  York: 

Gentlemen, — The  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  of  the  State  of  New 
York  respectfully  report  that  during  the  fiscal  year,  ending  August  1,  1901, 
four  examinations  were  held  simultaneously  in  New  York  city,  Albany, 
Syracuse,  and  Buffalo.  The  total  number  e^xamined  during  the  year  was 
cne  hundred  and  ninety-four,  an  increase  of  forty  over  the  previous  year. 
At  the  September,  1900,  examinations  the  whole  number  was  seventeen; 
eleven  passed,  six  failed.  At  the  January,  1901,  examinations  the  whole 
number  examined  was  seventeen;  thirteen  passed,  four  failed.  At  the  May, 
1901,  examinations  one  hundred  and  ten  were  examined ;  ninety-four  passed, 
sixteen  failed.  At  the  June.  1901,  examinations,  fifty  were  examined;  forty- 
three  passed,  seven  failed.  This  made  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  students  examined  from  September,  1900,  to  September,  1901.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  total  number  from  each  city,  at  each  examination. 

New  York. 

September,  1900  12 

January,  1901 12 

May,  1901  55 

June,  1901 22 

Total    number   of   candi-  — 

dates  from  each  city. .  .101  12  14  ^7 

The  expenses  of  the  Examiners  are  as  follows : 

Dr.  S.  B.   Palmer  $i79-27    Dr.  A.  M.  Wright $168.05 

Dr.  Wm.  Jarvie 191.00   Dr.  O.  J.  Gross Hi-Qi 

Dr.  A.  M.  Holmes 224.77   Dr.  F.  French,  as  Examiner 

Dr.  Wm.  Carr 191.00       and  Secretary 405-38 

Dr.  H.  J.  Burkhart 287.53 

As  per  bills  rendered  to  Board  of  Regents. 

Following  are  the  names  and  numbers  of  candidates  granted  licenses  dur- 
ing the  past  year : 

SEPTEMBER,    I9OO. 

Wilbur,  Charles  F. 
Worth,  Herbert  S. 
Clark,  La  Manco. 
Blake,  Ralph  V. 
Brice,  James  H. 


Smith,  Harold  B. 
Buchheit,  Albert  J. 
Crago,  John  M. 
Steiner,  Joseph  U. 
Thompson,  Charles  H. 
Tracy.  Martin  C. 


839. 

Cammack,  Edgar  J. 

845. 

840. 

Gamble,  Estella  A. 

846. 

841. 

Laing,  Harold  R.  R. 

847. 

842. 

Otis.  Clark  H. 

848. 

843. 

Pullen,  Herbert  A. 

849. 

844. 

Sebold,  F-ancis  C. 

J.\NU.\RY,    19 

850. 

Andrade,  Alezandro. 

856. 

851. 

Bauman,  Charles  P. 

857. 

852. 

Evans,  Raymond  R. 

858. 

853. 

Free,  George  G. 

859. 

854. 

Gordon,  James  B. 

860. 

855. 

O'Brien,  Stephen  J. 

861. 
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MAY,  1901. 

862. 

Utitz,  Maier. 

910. 

863. 

Von  Unruh,  Victor  C. 

911. 

864. 

Blinn,  Richard. 

912. 

865. 

Allen,  Charles  Ellery. 

913. 

866. 

Barnes,  Francis  D. 

914. 

867. 

Bartlett,  Harry  A.          * 

915. 

868. 

Bauder,  Perry. 

916. 

869. 

Bennett,  Ella  Maud. 

917. 

870. 

Berrick,  Chas.  J. 

918. 

871. 

Blanchard,  Roy. 

919- 

872. 

Bowles,  Claude  D. 

920. 

873. 

Brooks,  Arthur  E. 

921. 

874. 

Brandeis,  Bernard  B. 

922. 

875. 

Burchill,  Joseph  E. 

923- 

876. 

Burkhart,  George  A.  P. 

924. 

877. 

MacNaughton,  James  L. 

925. 

878. 

Carlin,  Julius  E. 

926. 

879. 

Carman,  Herman  F. 

927. 

880. 

Carroll,  Clayton  A. 

928. 

881. 

Chayes,  Herman  E.  S. 

929, 

882. 

Collins,  Herbert  G. 

930. 

883. 

Conway,  Robert  J. 

931. 

884. 

Corr,  Joseph  L. 

932. 

885. 

Cotton,  Waite  A. 

933. 

886. 

Cowie,  Joseph  H. 

934. 

887. 

Dawson,  Samuel. 

935. 

888. 

Dillenberg,  David  S. 

936. 

889. 

Esterbrook,  Hugh  C. 

937. 

890. 

Edmonston,  R.  Howard. 

938. 

891. 

Egan,  Thomas  J. 

939. 

892. 

Ellwood,  Grant  F. 

940. 

893. 

Frankenstein,  John  O. 

941. 

894. 

Frees,  Jacob  H. 

942. 

895. 

Giebrich,  Leo  F. 

943. 

896. 

Glass,  Morris  H. 

944- 

897. 

Glazier,  Lloyd  F. 

945. 

898. 

Goetz,  St.  Elmo  N. 

946. 
947. 
948. 

899. 

Grenman,  Francis  T. 

900. 

Haasc,  Ferdinand. 

901. 

Haynor,  Arthur  H. 

902. 

Hendry,  Frank  \V. 

949. 

903. 

Herzog,  Jerome  R. 

950. 

904. 

Hew^on,  E.  L.  W. 

951. 

905. 

Hill,  David  A. 

952. 

906. 

Horton,  Frank  C. 

953. 

907. 

Horton,  Morgan  B. 

954. 

908. 

Jackson,  Graham  E. 

955. 

909. 

Jerne,  Frank  L. 

956. 

Jones,  Charles  F. 
Johnson,  William  F. 
Kuhn,  Fred'k  Wm. 
Lederer,  Wm.  J. 
Levine,  Abraham. 
Lipstein,  Stowe  L. 
Lowe,  George  C. 
McCoy,  David  H. 
Malcolm,  James  A. 
Mitchell,  George  B. 
Nash,  Louis. 
Newman,  Thomas  E. 
Nodine,  Alonzo  M. 
Norris,  Wm.  H. 
Preiss,  Frank  C. 
Prentice,  Harry  W. 
Prentice,  Wade  H. 
Reid,  Edwin  M. 
Richards,  Charles  W. 
Rosenbaum,  Wm. 
Russell,  Wm.  F. 
Russianoff,  Charles. 
Sexton,  Edwin  R. 
Simons,  Frank  T. 
Smith,  Thomas  S. 
Stein,  Abraham. 
Sterz,  David. 
Stewart,  Harry  J. 
Stewart,  Wm.  J. 
Sullivan,  A.  A. 
Swift.  Thomas  C. 
Teuch,  Joseph  M. 
Trosky,  Nathan. 
Unbchaun,  A.  J. 
Waples,  Edgar  C. 
Waller,  Theo.  Ira. 
Whitford,  Otis  B. 
Babcock,  Willard  L. 
Weiland,  George  F. 
Crocker,  Frank  M. 
Hotis,  Charles  C. 
Merker,  Melvin  E. 
Griswold.  Vergil  H. 
Lewis,  Warrington  G. 
Petty,  Raymond. 
Poulson,  Britton  L. 
Budge,  John  V. 
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JUNE,  1901 

957. 

Amyot,  Joseph  A. 

979. 

958. 

Baker,  Irving  L. 

980. 

959. 

Ball,  Bertram. 

981. 

960. 

Bentley,  Wm.  H.,  Jr. 

982. 

961. 

Blatner,  LeRoy  S. 

983. 

962. 

Boughton,  Wellington. 

984. 

963. 

Clark,  Ross  A. 

985. 

964- 

Cooper,  Arthur  S. 

986. 

965. 

Cross,  Frank  Ray. 

987. 

966. 

Dayment,  Frank  L. 

988. 

967- 

Granger,  Raymond  J. 

989. 

968. 

Hodge,  Arthur  G. 

990. 

969. 

Holmes,  Wentworth. 

991. 

970. 

Jennings,  Floyd  L. 

992. 

971. 

Kelley,  Mary  C. 

993- 

972. 

Kenyon,  Raymond  T. 

994- 

973. 

Kirkland,  James  A. 

995. 

974. 

Kratzer,  Earl  R. 

996. 

975. 

Lewis,  Reginald  J.  M. 

997. 

976. 

McCombes,  Ray. 

998. 

977. 

McCormick,  James  J. 

999. 

978. 

Means,  Thomas  K. 

Mestel,  Morris. 
Phillips,  Merrit  F. 
Porter,  Roy  N. 
Riley,  Theo.  A. 
Sharp,  Everett  T. 
Smith,  Rufus  E. 
Van  Loan.  Morton. 
Hillman,  Guy  H. 
Joslin,  Manley  A. 
Munroe,  Chas.  F. 
Gum,  Frank  J. 
Sherman,  Lucius  V.,  Jr. 
Finch,  Floyd  L 
Neil,  George  A. 
Romer,  John  A. 
Terry,  Harry  C. 
Reynold.  F.  B. 
Wagner,  Frederick  R. 
Holcomb,  Frederick  B. 
Whitney,  Herbert  W. 
Adolph,  Gustav. 


Two  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  retire  this  year,  their  term  of  service 
expiring,  viz.  Dr.  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville,  and  Dr.  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Ba- 
tavia.     The  above  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  French,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ORAL  HYGIENE  IN  OUR  PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — The  Committee  on  "Oral  Hygiene  in  our 
Public  Schools'*  respectfully  report  as  follows: 

In  Brooklyn  560  children  of  the  public  schools  were  examined  to  ascer- 
tain the  condition  of  their  teeth,  and  the  results  show  the  importance — the 
very  great  importance — of  devising  some  means  of  educating  our  fellow 
men  upon  the  value  and  care  of  their  teeth.  In  many  cases  the  children  did 
not  know  what  a  tooth-brush  was,  while  others  said  that  there  was  only  one 
brush  for  father,  mother,  and  three  children;  consequently,  when  this  latter 
class  of  little  children  did  have  a  chance  to  use  a  brush  it  was  so  soft  as  to 
be  of  not  much  use. 

Of  the  560  children  only  17  did  not  need  any  dental  work  done.  The  re- 
maining 543  had  2708  cavities  of  decay.  There  were  over  25  abscesses  dis- 
charging into  the  mouth. 

Of  the  560  children,  211  or  less  than  one-half,  had  tooth-brushes. 

There  was  one  hare-lip,  only,  one  cleft  palate,  and  twelve  V-shaped  arches. 
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The  saliva  of  270  children  was  tested  with  litmus  paper,  205  being  acid 
and  65  neutral.  In  the  mouths  of  children  whose  saliva  was  acid  there  were 
1393  cavities,  and  in  the  mouths  of  those  whose  saliva  was  neutral  there  were 
413  cavities. 

The  boys  had  better  teeth  than  the  girls,  though  it  was  not  evident  that  they 
took  any  better  care  of  them.  Efforts  were  made  to  make  some  more  ex- 
aminations this  year,  but  changes  have  been  made  in  the  administration  of 
the  Brooklyn  public  schools  and  so  the  matter  has  had  to  be  postponed. 

Yours  truly," 

Thaddeus  p.  Hyatt, 

h.  j.  burkhart, 

Will  H.  Johnson,  Committee. 

Dr.  H.  J.  BuRKiiART  submitted  the  following  amendments  to  the 
By-laws,  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  to  be  held  in 
May,  1903: 

That  Section  54  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"No  business  shall  come  before  the  main  meeting  of  this  society  except 
reading  of  minutes,  President's  address,  papers,  and  discussions,  reports  of 
Executive  Council,  election  of  officers,  permanent  members.  Examiners,  and 
members  of  Executive  Council ;  and  that  all  articles  and  sections  in  conflict 
therewith  be  stricken  out. 

"That  a  new  section  be  made  providing  for  an  Executive  Council,  to  con- 
sist of  one  member  from  each  district,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters 
of  business  except  those  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section." 

The  following  communication  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  and 
the  request  granted : 

Buffalo,  May  10,  1902 
Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  desire  to  have  my  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Dental  Society  presented  and  accepted  at  its  meeting  next  week. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Boswell 

Dr.  Henry  D.  Hatch  then  read  the  Report  of  the  Correspon- 
dent.    (See  page  65.) 

During  the  animated  discussion  of  the  Correspondent's  Report 
(see  page  70)  the  raising  of  a  special  fund  for  practical  investiga- 
tion was  advocated  and  immediately  adopted,  $1000  being  gathered 
by  subscription  on  the  spot.     (See  page  72.) 

On  motion  of  Dr.  C\rr,  Dr.  Hatch  was  made  special  treasurer 
of  this  fund. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Blrkiiart,  Dr.  Carr  and  Dr.  Jarvie,  together 
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with  Dr.  Hatch,  were  appointed  a  committee  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  purpose  of  the  fund. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ.  I  suggest  that  the  Publication  Committee  be 
permitted  to  request  the  S.  S.  White  people  to  publish  this  report 
before  anything  else, — in  the  June  number  of  the  Cosmos,  so  that 
it  will  get  into  print  at  once. 

Dr.  White.  It  is  too  late  for  the  June  number,  but  I  may  get 
it  into  the  July  number. 

Adjourned  until  2  p.m. 

FIRST  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  Hart,  at 
2  o  clock. 
The  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  A.  White,  presented  the  following  re- 

P^^**  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen:  The  usual  reports  have  been  received 
from  the  various  district  societies,  all  of  which  are  reported  to  be  in  a  pros- 
perous condition  and  growing  in  membership.  I  regret  that  I  am  again  com- 
pelled to  report  that  this  society  was  without  delegate  representation  at  the 
National  convention  held  at  Milwaukee,  last  August.  As  the  coming  Na- 
tional meeting  will  be  held  at  Niagara  Falls,  it  is  hoped  that  we  will  have  a 
full  representation.  Fifteen  hundred  preliminary  and  regular  notices  of  this 
meeting  were  issued  and  notices  also  appeared  in  the  March,  April,  and  May 
issues  of  the  Cosmos  and  Items  of  Interest. 

The  following  communications  have  been  received  and  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration.  Yours  respectfully, 

W.  A.  White,  Secretary. 
47  N.  Pearl  st.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  June,  1901. 
Mr,  James  Russell  Parsons,  Jr.,  Sec*y,  Rcjzctits  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York: 

De.\r  Sir, — I  desire  very  earnestly  to  call  your  attention,  and  the  attention 
of  the  Regents,  to  one  feature  of  the  dental  law  enacted  by  the  last  legisla- 
ture, and  signed  by  Governor  Odell,  March  28,  1901. 

I  refer  to  Section  167  of  Chap.  215,  entitled  "Degrees."  The  particular 
point  to  which  I  call  your  attention  is  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  section, 
giving  the  Regents  authority  to  exchange  the  M.D.S.  for  the  D.D.S.  degree. 
I  quote  verbatim :  "Provided  further,  however,  that  the  Regents  may  confer 
upon  all  persons  who  shall  have  received  the  degree  of  master  of  dental 
surgery  under  the  laws  of  this  state,  prior  to  the  taking  effect  of  this  act, 
the  degree  of  doctor  of  dental  surgery  in  lieu  of  said  master's  degree." 

The  authority  thus  given  you  ought  never  to  be  exercised,  for  very  weighty 
reasons : 

First.     It  is  against  the  best  tendency  and  sentiment  in  dentistry,  and  ex- 
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prcssly  prohibited  by  dental  authority.    The  very  practice  contemplated  here 
has  been  absolutely  prohibited  in  dentistry  for  many  years. 

The  Association  of  Dental  Faculties  is  a  body  holding  some  such  relation 
to  educational  matters  in  dentistry  in  this  country  as  your  honorable  body 
holds  to  educational  matters  in  this  state.  It  has  a  rule,  made  over  ten  years 
since,  that  the  degree  of  D.D.S.  should  under  no  circumstances  be  conferred 
except  at  the  end  of  a  prescribed  course  of  study,  and  an  examination. 

At  its  annual  session  at  Niagara  Falls,  in  1892,  it  ordered  the  dean  of  the 
Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  the  oldest  dental  school  in  the  world, 
called  before  the  association  and  openly  censured  by  its  president,  because  he 
had  conferred  this  degree  on  a  celebrated  English  dentist,  in  violation  of 
this  rule. 

At  its  annual  meeting  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  in  1894,  it  refused  to  receive 
into  membership  the  Dental  Department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  because 
that  university  had  in  violation  of  this  rule  conferred  this  degree  on  two 
members  of  its  dental  faculty,  until  the  council  of  the  university  had  met 
and  revoked  these  degrees. 

The  University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  its  commencement  in  1895,  conferred 
the  degree  of  D.D.S.  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  Faculties  Association.  The 
association,  at  its  meeting  at  Asbury  Park  in  August  following,  made  pro- 
test, and  the  university  promptly  revoked  the  degree. 

The  conferring  of  this  degree,  except  in  the  manner  laid  down  by  the 
Faculties  Association,  will  nowhere  be  tolerated,  at  home  or  abroad.  Time 
after  time,  since  this  rule  was  laid  down,  the  consent  of  the  Faculties  As- 
sociation has  been  sought  for  permission  to  confer  this  degree  on  very  dis- 
tinguished dentists,  but  this  request  has  always  been  denied.  The  degree  of 
D.D.S.  can  never  be  had,  hereafter,  except  at  the  end  of  a  prescribed  course 
of  study  and  an  examination.  Yet  here  an  attempt  is  made,  and  this  too  by 
a  trick  of  legislation,  to  confer  this  degree  on  a  large  number  of  persons, 
most  of  whom  never  have  attended  any  school,  and  quite  a  number  of  whom 
are  entirely  outside  our  jurisdiction. 

Not  the  least  objectionable  feature  of  this  movement,  which  if  carried  out 
will  surely  bring  discredit  on  all  connected  with  it,  is  that  the  carrying  out 
of  the  plan  will  fall  upon  the  Regents  of  the  State  of  New  York,  a  body 
honored  at  home  and  abroad.  The  verdict  of  universal  condemnation  could 
but  detract  from  their  well-earned  character.  The  proposed  use  of  this 
power  given  you  would  be  most  objectionable.  The  manner  in  which  the 
power  was  conferred  would  make  it  objectionable  even  if  it  were  not  ob- 
jectionable on  higher  grounds. 

Second.  Attention  is  called  to  the  objectionable  way  in  which  the  neces- 
sary legislation  was  had. 

The  M.D.S.  degree  was  conferred  by  our  State  Dental  Society,  after  more 
or  less  of  an  examination  by  our  own  Board  of  Censors,  in  open,  annual 
session  of  the  society.  It  was  conferred  on  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
candidates,  chiefly  from  this  state,  but  not  a  few  from  the  bordering  states 
and  Canada,  and  a  few  from  foreign  countries, — the  last  class  had  a  candi- 
date from  Australia.     Probably  about  ninety  of  these  dentists  are  still  living. 
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This  degree  of  M.D.S.  was  retired  August  i,  1895,  for  the  very  sufficient 
reason  that  dental  education  would  no  longer  tolerate  it,  and  that  its  issuance 
was  no  longer  creditable  to  our  state. 

As  has  already  been  shown,  the  State  Dental  Society  was  sole  authority  for 
this  M.D.S.  degree.  It  follows  as  a  necessary  corollary,  that  the  State 
Dental  Society  is  the  only  body  which  could  give  liberty,  or  sanction,  or 
right,  to  any  person  or  persons,  to  bring  about  such  legislation  as  has  been 
had  in  this  matter.  But  the  only  proper  authority  has  never  been  consulted 
at  all.  Its  members  are,  almost  to  a  man,  in  ignorance  of  the  entire  matter. 
It  has  never  been  spoken  of  in  any  meeting. 

Third.  The  mere  narration  of  these  facts, — facts  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted,— surely  will  convince  your  honorable  board  that  this  newly  con- 
ferred authority  is,  at  least,  of  doubtful  utility.  So  grave  a  matter  is  this 
to  dental  reputation  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  your  board  is  asked  to 
defer  the  use  of  this  authority  until  an  expression  as  to  its  propriety  be  had : 
first,  from  the  National  Association  of  Dental  Faculties  at  its  annual  session 
in  Milwaukee,  August  2,  1901 ;  and  second,  from  the  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  at  its  annual  session,  May  14,  1902. 

C.  W.  Stainton,  D.D.S.,  M.D.S., 
Treasurer  New  York  State  Dental  Society. 

Regents'  Office,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  1901. 
Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary,  Phelps,  N.  Y. : 

Dear  Sir, — Inclosed  please  find  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  morning  from 
Dr.  Stainton,  with  a  copy  of  my  reply.  Very  truly  yours, 

J.  R.  Parsons,  Jr. 

[(^opy]  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  October  17,  1901. 

Mr.  Russell  Parsons,  Jr.  : 

Dear  Sir, — Your  check  for  $1598.40  in  favor  of  State  Dental  Society  is 
at  last  in  hand.  I  hope  a  lesson  may  be  learned  by  Dr.  Carr  and  all  of  us, — 
not  to  neglect  details. 

The  last  time  I  saw  our  Secretary,  Dr.  White,  of  Phelps,  he  told  me  that 
he  had  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Faculties 
Association,  addressed  to  the  State  Society  through  him,  as  to  their  action 
in  regard  to  the  exchanging  of  the  M.D.S.  for  the  D.D.S.  degree,  but  he  had 
received  no  word  from  the  Regents  as  to  their  action.  1  was  not  a  little 
surprised  at  this.  Is  a  communication  to  be  sent  to  the  State  Society  on  this 
matter  ?     Please  inform  me.  Yours, 

C.  W.  Stainton, 
Treasurer  State  Dental  Society. 

Regents*  Office,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  October  18,  1901. 
C.  W.  Stainton,  Treasurer,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. : 

Dear  Sir, — We  received  in  August  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
National  Association  of  Dental  Faculties  relative  to  the  exchange  of  the 
M.D.S.  for  the  D.D.S.  degree.  The  communication  reached  us  through  the 
secretary,  Dr.  J.  H.  Kennerly,  and  was  duly  acknowledged. 
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As  you  know,  the  Regents,  at  their  last  meeting,  held  July  i,  1901,  took  the 
following  action  relative  to  the  M.D.S.  degree: 

Voted,  "That  action  be  deferred  on  the  substitution  of  the  D.D.S.  for  the 
M.D.S.  degree  in  accordance  with  the  dental  law  as  amended  in  1901,  pending 
further  information,  including  a  specific  report  on  the  matter  from  the 
State  Dental  Society." 

No  meeting  of  the  Regents  has  been  held  since  the  receipt  of  the  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  National  Association  of  Dental  Facul- 
ties. It  is  probable,  moreover,  that  their  Regents  will  adhere  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  July  1st,  deferring  action  pending  further  information,  including  a 
specific  report  on  the  question  from  the  State  Dental  Society  as  provided  in 
the  resolution.  Very  truly  yours, 

J.  R.  Parsons,  Jr. 

Regents'  Office,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1902. 
Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Sec'y  Denial  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Dear  Dr.  White, — I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  Regents  at  their  meeting  held  July  i,  1901.  I  am  in- 
formed this  afternoon  that  through  some  oversight  this  notice  did  not  reach 
you  at  the  time  the  action  was  taken. 

You  will  remember  that  the  dental  law  which  took  effect  August  i,  1895. 
gave  the  Regents  of  the  University  power  to  confer  the  degree  of  master  of 
dental  surgery  on  persons  having  lawfully  received  a  dental  degree  in  course 
from  a  registered  dental  school,  or  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine  from  a 
registered  medical  school,  and  having  thereafter  practiced  dentistr>'  for  a 
term  of  five  years.  The  said  degree  of  master  of  dental  surgery  was  to  be 
conferred  by  the  Regents  after  examination  of  the  applicant  by  the  board 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Regents  and  the  board  should  frame. 
This  section  remained  inoperative,  as  no  such  degree  was  conferred  by  the 
Regents. 

In  Section  167  of  the  amended  dental  law  (Laws  of  1901,  chap.  215),  the 
Regents  were  given  power  to  confer  on  all  persons  who  had  received  the 
degree  of  master  of  dental  surgery  under  the  laws  of  New  York  state  prior 
to  the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  the  degree  of  doctor  of  dental  surgery  in  lieu 
of  said  master's  degree.  The  resolution  of  the  Regents  of  July  i,  1901,  was 
adopted  as  a  result  of  a  protest  from  Dr.  Stainton,  of  Buffalo,  a  member  of 
the  New  York  State  Dental  Society  and  a  holder  of  the  degree  of  master  of 
dental  surgery,  in  which  the  Regents  were  asked  to  defer  action  under  this 
provision  pending  further  information  from  the  State  Dental  Society. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly  yours, 

J.  R.  Parsons,  Jr. 

Regents'  Office,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1902. 

At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  held  at  their  office  in  the  capitol  in  Albany,  July  i,  1901,  the  following 
action  was  taken : 

**M.D.S.  Decree. — The  secretary  presented  a  petition  with  correspondence 
relative  to  the  substitution  of  the  D.D.S.  for  the  M.D.S.  degree. 
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"Voted,  That  action  be  deferred  on  the  substitution  of  the  D.D.S.  for  the 
M.D.S.  degree  in  accordance  with  the  dental  law  as  amended  in  1901,  pend- 
ing further  information,  including  a  specific  report  on  the  matter  from  the 
State  Dental  Society." 

A  true  record.  J.  R.  Parsons,  Jr. 

Attest : 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  August  5,  1901. 
Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Scc'y  New  York  State  Dental  Society: 

Dear  Doctor, — Inclosed  please  find  resolutions  passed  by  the  National 
Association  of  Dental  Faculties,  which  were  ordered  transmitted  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Kennerly,  Secretary. 

"Whereas,  The  New  York  Legislature,  in  a  bill  signed  March  28,  1901, 
gave  to  the  Board  of  Regents  authority  to  exchange  the  M.D.S.  degree  for 
the  D.D.S.  The  former  (M.D.S.)  is  strictly  a  local  degree  conferred  by  the 
Dental  Society  of  this  State;  and 

"Whereas,  The  said  Board  of  Regents  at  its  annual  meeting  July  i,  1901, 
declined  to  exercise  the  power  conferred,  and  referred  the  subject  to  the 
New  York  State  Dental  Society  for  a  more  definite  report  on  the  matter; 
therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  National  Association  of  Dental  Faculties 
be  tendered  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  its  action  in 
postponing  a  final  decision,  thus  giving  opportunity  for  protests  against  the 
proposed  action. 

"Resolved,  That  the  National  Association  of  Dental  Faculties  respectfully 
protest  against  any  attempt  to  undo  the  work  of  this  association,  which  for 
many  years  has  had  in  force  a  law  which  does  not  permit  the  granting  of  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  dental  surgery  (D.D.S.)  except  at  the  close  of  a  course 
of  study  in  some  accredited  school  and  on  proper  examinations. 

"Resolved,  That  we  further  earnestly  and  respectfully  ask  that  the  author- 
ity thus  given  the  Regents  be  rescinded. 

"Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  signed  by  the  President  and 
Secretary,  be  sent  to  the  Regents'  office,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  also  to  the 
secretary  of  the  New  York  State  Dental  Society,  W.  A.  White,  Phelps, 
N.  Y.  "B.  Holly  Smith,  President, 

"J-  H.  Kennerly,  Secretary.'* 


FOURTEENTH  INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS  OF  MEDICINE. 

under  the  patronage  of  his  majesty  the  king,  don  alfonso  xlll, 

and  her  majesty  the  queen  regent. 

Madrid,  April  23-30,  1903. 

Madrid,  January  3,  1902. 
Mr.  President, — On  the  occasion  of  the  Fourteenth  International  Medical 
Congress,  which  will  take  place,  as  you  know,  at  Madrid,  April  23-30,  1903, 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  with  it  the  Spanish  medical  body,  find  it  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44  TRANSACTIONS   OF   THE  DENTAL  SOCIETY 

duty  and  an  honor  to  invite  thereto  the  large  body  of  scientific  men  from  all 
countries,  hoping  that  they  will  desire  to  add,  by  their  coming,  to  the 
brilliant  success  of  this  grand  scientific  feast. 

We  should  be  greatly  honored  and  very  happy  if  the  eminent  society  over 
which  you  preside,  wished  to  associate  itself  with  our  work  by  sending  a 
representative  of  its  choice,  and  we  should  be  grateful  if  you  would  let  us 
know,  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  decision  made  on  the  subject. 

Please  accept,  Mr.  President,  the  assurance  of  our  highest  consideration. 

Julian  Calleja,  President  of  the  Congress. 
A.  F.  Caro.  Med.  Faculty,  General  Secretary, 

Dr.  Stainton  moved  that  the  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Regents  be  accepted. 

Dr.  Burkhart  moved  that  as  the  program  for  the  afternoon 
had  been  arranged,  that  it  be  made  a  special  order  of  business  for 
this  evening. 

The  vote  on  the  above  motion,  by  count,  recorded  34  in  favor  and 
34  opposed.  The  Chair  then  decided  that  the  communication  be 
discussed  and  settled  at  this  time. 

Dr.  Stainton.     I  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  our  Committee  on  Legislation  be  asked  at  the  coming  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  to  have  rescinded  the  authority  given  to  the  Board 
of  Regents  to  transfer  the  M.D.S.  to  D.D.S. 

The  President.  That  is  not  in  order.  A  recommendation  to  the 
legislature  by  this  body  does  not  come  in  under  the  Secretary's  re- 
port. We  will  take  up  instructions  to  them  after  we  have  con- 
sidered the  report. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  In  regard  to  the  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Regents  asking  for  some  explicit  action  from  this  society  in  relation 
to  the  exchange  of  the  M.D.S.  for  the  D.D.S. ,  I  offer  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Regents  be  requested  to  confer  upon  all  persons  who 
have  received  the  degree  of  M.D.S.  the  degree  of  D.D.S.  in  lieu  thereof,  in 
accordance  with  the  authority  granted  them  in  the  dental  law  as  amended  in 
1901. 

The  President.  I  do  not  see  how  any  resolution  can  come  in 
now  until  we  have  disposed  of  the  Secretary's  report. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  This  is  an  answer  to  the  communication  which  is 
part  of  the  report. 

Dr.  Burkhart.  I  should  think  that  a  motion  to  dispose  of  the 
Secretary's  report  would  be  in  order. 
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Dr.  Rhein.     I  move  that  the  Secretary's  report  be  accepted. 

Dr.  Stainton.  The  Secretary  has  made  no  report.  He  has 
simply  read  a  communication. 

The  motion  to  accept  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  so  that  it  could 
be  acted  upon,  was  then  put,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  President.     The  report  is  now  before  you  for  consideration. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  I  offer  that  resolution  as  a  reply  to  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Regents,  requesting  some  action  on  the  part 
of  this  society  regarding  the  exchange  of  the  degree  of  M.D.S.  for 
that  of  D.D.S. 

Dr.  Freeman  seconded  the  resolution. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  I  want  to  state  at  the  beginning  that  while  Dr. 
Stainton  and  myself  differ  materially  and  very  emphatically  in 
our  views  upon  this  matter,  there  is  no  personal  feeling  whatever 
between  us,  and  our  relations  are  cordial  as  ever. 

The  history  of  the  movement  toward  effecting  the  proposed 
exchange  in  degrees  is  as  follows :  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York  through  its  Board  of  Regents 
began  to  confer  the  degree  of  B.D.S.,  bachelor  of  dental  surgery, 
thus  adding  to  the  then  existing  degrees  in  dentistry  of  M.D.S. , 
D.M.D.,  and  D.D.S.  This  multiplicity  of  dental  degrees  was  re- 
gretted by  all  having  the  dignity  and  standing  of  the  profession 
before  the  public  at  heart,  and  in  1897,  I  think,  Dr.  Carr  and  my- 
self were  appointed  a  committee  by  the  Regents  to  visit  the  dental 
schools  in  New  York,  and  in  our  report,  among  other  matters 
called  the  attention  of  the  Regents  to  the  desirability  of  having 
but  one  degree  in  dentistry,  2*nd  as  a  step  toward  accomplishing 
this  much-to-be-desired  end  advised  the  withdrawal  of  the  B.D.S. 
which  they  had  issued  and  the  conferring  of  the  D.D.S.  in  lieu 
of  it. 

The  Regents  acted  upon  this  suggestion,  and  so  stamped  with 
their  approval  the  movement  to  unify  the  dental  degree. 

The  next  step  toward  the  unification  of  dental  degrees  was 
the  withdrawal  of  the  M.D.S.,  and  two  years  ago  this  society 
appointed  a  committee  to  procure  such  alterations  or  amendments 
to  our  law  as  seemed  to  them  wise.  A  year  ago  last  winter  this 
committee  secured  through  the  legislature  a  number  of,  as  they 
thought,  desirable  amendments,  and  reported  the  result  of  their 
work  to  this  body  at  one  of  the  largest  attended  sessions  of  the 
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last  annual  meeting.  One  of  the  amendments  gave  the  Regents 
power  to  confer  upon  all  those  who  had  the  degree  of  M.D.S. 
the  D.D.S.  in  lieu  of  the  master's  degree. 

In  that  report  every  amendment,  every  change  in  the  law  was 
specifically  reported,  word  for  word.  There  was  no  discussion, 
the  report  was  adopted,  no  objections  were  made  to  the  work  of 
the  committee.  Had  there  been  any,  that  was  the  time  to  have 
made  tliom,  in  open  meeting.  Silence  under  such  circumstances 
certainly  gave  consent. 

After  the  meeting  of  this  society,  and  before  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  at  which  they  were  to  take  action  upon 
this  amendment,  a  conununication  was  sent  to  every  Regent,  signed 
by  Dr.  Stainton  as  Treasurer  of  this  society,  making  use  of  his 
(ifficial  [Kisition  in  an  unwarranted  manner  and  endeavoring  to 
nullify  the  acti(Mis  of  the  society  of  which  he  was  an  officer. 

The  communication  referred  to  was  a  misrepresentation  of  the 
true  conditions,  and  some  of  the  statements  were  absolutely  at 
variance  with  the  facts.  For  instance,  in  it  was  stated  that  "The 
M.D.S.  was  retired  in  1895  because  the  leaders  of  dental  educa- 
tion would  no  longer  tolerate  it,"  that  **it  was  a  degree  that  was 
discredited  by  the  profession," — the  fact  being  that  the  law  of 
1895  made  it  the  highest  degree  attainable, — a  postgraduate  de- 
gree that  could  only  be  conferred  upon  one  who  had  received  the 
degree  of  D.D.S.  or  M.I),  and  been  subsequently  five  years  in 
dental  practice. 

In  it  was  also  stated  that  the  subject  had  never  been  before 
the  society,  and  that  the  members  knew  nothing  of  it;  when  the 
fact  was  that  the  amendment  was  read  before  a  full  session  and 
the  scKiety  had  adopted  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  communication  also  requested  the  Regents  to  defer  action 
upon  the  amendment  until  after  this  annual  meeting,  so  that  the 
subj.ect  might  be  fully  discussed  by  you. 

In  the  interest  of  dentistry  as  a  profession  it  would  be  wise  to 
retire  this  degree.  As  I  said  before,  the  present  multiplicity  of 
degrees  detracts  from  its  dignity  and  mystifies  the  public.  The 
(^nly  objection  I  have  heard  urged  is  that  such  an  exchange  as 
is  contemplated  would  be  the  conferring  of  an  honorary  degree, 
and  that  the  Association  of  Dental  Faculties  is  opposed  to  such 
action.       Such  objection   is   without  any   weight  whatever.      An 
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honorary  degree  is  one  conferred  without  a  previous  course  of 
study  or  an  examination,  while  to  be  admitted  to  the  examination 
for  the  M.D.S.  required  four  years  of  previous  preparation  and 
an  examination  of  such  a  character  that  many  holding  the  degree 
of  D.D.S.  failed  to  pass  it.  The  four  years  of  preparation  was 
required,  too,  at  a  period  when  most  of  the  dental  schools  re- 
quired but  two  courses  of  study  of  seven  months  each  to  admit 
to  the  examination  for  the  D.D.S. 

The  examination  for  the  M.D.S.  was  held  by  your  Board  of 
Censors,  practically  composed  of  the  same  men  selected  by  the 
Regents  to  conduct  the  examinations  for  license  to  practice  den- 
tistry in  this  state  at  the  present  time,  and  whose  examinations 
are  generally  admitted  to  be  the  most  thorough  of  any  in  the 
United  States. 

I  have  said  that  the  Faculties  Association  is  opposed  to  this 
exchange.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Your  Board  of 
Censors  and  the  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  have  kept  in  advance 
of  the  standard  general  throughout  the  country,  and  the  standard 
for  license  to  practice  in  this  state  has  been  maintained  much 
higher  than  that  required  to  graduate  from  most  of  the  schools 
comprising  the  National  Association  of  Dental  Faculties.  And 
so  this  society  and  your  representatives  have  been  a  constant  thorn 
in  the  side  of  the  Faculties  Association. 

Sustain  your  Board  of  Censors,  your  Board  of  Dental  Ex- 
aminers, and  your  Law  Committee,  and  don't  discredit  them  or 
cast  reflection  upon  yourselves  by  taking  action  which  could  by 
any  possibility  be  construed  into  admitting  that  your  degree  of 
M.D.S.  does  not  represent,  after  an  examination,  as  long  a  term 
of  study,  and  as  great  knowledge  and  ability  as  that  indicated  by 
the  D.D.S. 

It  has  been  openly  stated  that  those  who  are  engaged  in  this' 
effort  to  unify  the  dental  degree  are  lalx)ring  to  obtain  a  degree 
for  themselves  which  they  do  not  now  possess.  Such  a  charge 
is  hardly  worthy  the  recognition  oT  a  reference  to  it.  The  majority 
of  those  favoring  the  exchange  would  not  be  affected  by  it.  I 
hold  the  M.D.S.,  have  had  it  for  twenty-nine  years,  I  think,  and 
am  proud  of  it.  I  had  studied  medicine  and  had  practiced  den- 
tistry several  years  when  I  applied  for  the  degree,  and  when  I 
left   the   examination    room    I    had   much    more    respect    for   the 
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examination  and  the  examiners  than  I  had  had  before,  and  there 
is  no  attraction  to  me  at  near  the  close  of  a  long  career  of  practice 
to  contemplate  exchanging  the  degree  I  have  had  so  long  and 
which  has  become  known  in  the  profession  as  part  of  my  name 
for  one  which  has  at  least  no  higher  significance.  Nothing  but 
what  I  consider  as  for  the  best  interests  of  my  profession  could 
induce  me  to  make  a  change. 

Dr.  Stainton.  I  wish  I  had  the  temperament  of  Dr.  Jarvie, 
so  that  I  could  talk  with  such  coolness  that  no  one  would  suspect 
I  had  any  emotion  in  the  matter.  Unfortunately  I  have  not ;  but 
I  want  to  say  at  the  beginning  that  I  am  just  as  kindly  disposed 
toward  Dr.  Jarvie  as  he  is  toward  me,  and  that  I  am  not  opposing 
the  transfer  of  this  degree  for  any  personal  or  ulterior  purpose 
whatever.  I  shall  claim  the  privilege  of  reading  this  much-talked- 
of  bill ;  but  preliminary  to  that,  I  want  to  say  a  word  to  you. 

Two  years  ago,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  this  society,  Dr.  Ames 
strongly  advocated  more  permanent  members,  and  that  the  law 
be  changed  to  allow  sixteen.  Your  Treasurer  made  the  same 
recommendation.  There  was  no  interchange  of  views  between  Dr. 
Ames  and  myself, — he  did  not  know  what  I  was  going  to  say, 
nor  did  I  know  what  he  was  gfoing  to  say.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed recommended  that  that  should  be  done.  I  charge  that 
that  was  the  only  thing  expected  of  the  committee.  It  said,  "to 
make  such  other  changes  as  are  necessary,"  but  in  the  appointment 
of  the  special  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Carr,  Jarvie,  and  Free- 
man, the  society  only  had  in  mind  one  thing, — ^to  change  the  law 
so  we  could  elect  sixteen  instead  of  five.    That  is  one  point. 

Now  the  second  point:  A  year  ago,  Dr.  Freeman  wished  me 
one  day  to  go  with  him  at  the  noon  hour  to  the  Secretary's  office, 
to  get  some  books  and  documents,  etc.  As  we  were  getting  ready 
to  come  out,  we  spoke  to  Mr.  Parsons  and  asked  what  had  been 
done  about  the  transfer  of  the  degree.  Mr.  Parsons  replied, 
''Nothing,  as  yet.  That  will  come  up  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Regents,  about  the  first  of  July."  1  said:  "Have  some  requests 
been  made  for  the  transfer?"  and  he  said:  **Yes,  a  few."  I,  in 
a  few  words,  expressed  my  disapproval,  and  said  I  thought  it 
would  make  a  bad  repute  for  this  society  and  for  the  Regents. 
It  quite  surprised  him,  and  he  asked  me  to  talk  further  about  it, 
which  I  did.     He  asked  me  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Board  of 
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Regents  expressing  those  views.     He  asked  if  I  were  an  officer, 
and  I  said  I  was  the  Treasurer,  and  he  asked  me  to  sign  it  as 
Treasurer.     Subsequently  it  was  thought  best  to  send  a  copy  to 
every  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 
Dr.  Stainton  then  read  the  bill. 

Dr.  Jarvie  has  taken  offence  at  the  words  "trick  of  legislation." 
"If  this  committee  wanted  to  have  this  done,  why  didn't  they 
come  before  the  society  and  ask  for  authority?"  How  many 
members  paid  attention  to  the  reading  of  the  report  in  the  hurry 
of  last  year?  Of  course,  some  of  you  do  not  know  half  as  much 
about  how  this  thing  is  looked  upon  abroad  as  I  do.  If  a  change 
is  made,  this  society  will  be  so  discredited  throughout  tvtxy  state 
in  the  UnicMi  as  no  act  which  was  ever  made  or  can  be  made 
will  discredit  it.  We  stand  now  very  high  all  over  the  country. 
Professor  Truman  said  to  me  last  year:  "We  are  putting  men 
in  jail  in  Chicago  for  actions  something  like  this,  and  the  idea 
of  New  York  following  it  by  the  wholesale !"  It  will  be  the  worst 
thing  ever  done  in  dental  circles. 

Dr.  Rhein.  I  would  like  to  say  how  this  appears  to  an  on- 
looker. It  seems  to  me  Dr.  Stainton  is  making  a  mountain  out 
of  a  molehill.  As  to  there  being  any  principle  involved  in  this 
matter  of  legislation,  I  fail  to  see  it.  There  are  a  number  of 
statements  that  he  has  made  that  might  lead  to  the  good  name 
of  this  state  being  held  in  disrepute,  if  they  were  placed  in  the 
form  that  Dr.  Stainton  places  them.  Education  has  never  come 
down  to  a  question  of  weeks  or  months  of  study  in  a  prescribed 
school,  and  there  is  no  better  exemplification  of  that  than  is  seen 
in  the  highest  schools  here  and  abroad.  The  best  example  is  that 
pursued  at  the  Johns  Hopkins,  at  Baltimore,  in  which  the  question 
of  time  does  not  enter  at  all ;  it  is  a  question  of  individual  merit. 
It  is  foolish  for  any  man  to  say  at  this  day  that  the  degree  of 
M.D.S.  is  an  honorary  degree.  I  regret  that  I  have  not  the  honor 
of  holding  it,  and  not  having  it,  I  feel  myself  in  a  position  per- 
haps to  plead  its  cause  in  a  way  that  the  modesty  of  some  of 
the  men  possessing  it  may  not  allow  them  to  do.  From  personal 
intercourse  with  the  Board  of  Examiners  in  this  state  during  the 
past  twenty-one  years,  I  am  aware  of  the  stringency  of  the  ex- 
aminations that  were  held  when  that  degree  was  granted;  it  was 
an  examination  that  could  show  much  better  the  individual  merit 
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of  the  candidates  than  the  examination  that  is  now  held  by  the 
State  Board  of  Censors  where  they  do  not  come  into  personal 
contact  with  the  candidates  and  it  is  impossible  for  the  examiners 
to  tell  of  the  personal  merits  or  demerits  of  the  applicants.  When 
that  degree  was  granted  it  was  only  granted  after  personal  relation 
with  these  men  through  a  very  stringent  examination,  such  as  was 
not  very  likely  held  in  any  dental  college  in  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  folly  for  an  officer  of  this  society  at  this  day  to  try 
to  tarnish  the  value  of  a  degree  that  was  worked  for  and  was  not 
an  honorary  degree.  That  is  the  whole  point  of  the  discussion. 
Dr.  Stainton  would  be  correct  in  his  arguments  if  he  could  bring 
one  iota  of  proof  that  the  M.D.S.  is  an  honorary  degree, — and 
that  is  the  point  I  take  opposition  to;  he  has  no  right  to  allow 
anybody  to  make  that  claim  against  the  degree.  It  was  worked 
for;  I  know  men  who  worked  for  years  before  they  came  up  for 
examination,  and  before  they  could  pass  the  examination.  I  trust 
the  vote  of  this  society  will  be  emphatic  upon  the  point  of  up- 
holding the  Law  Committee  on  this  matter,  because  if  they  agree 
with  Dr.  Stainton  they  are  throwing  a  stigma  upon  the  State 
Society  itself,  and  upon  the  character  of  the  degree  which  they 
gave  to  the  men  who  worked  for  years  before  they  came  before 
the  Board  of  Censors  and  had  the  degree  of  M.D.S.  conferred 
upon  them. 

Dr.  Deane.     I  move  the  previous  question. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  That  is  a  resolution  by  itself,  I  bcHeve.  That 
will  have  to  be  passed  before  the  previous  question  can  be  called. 
You  will  find  that  that  is  open  for  discussion.  I  am  speaking 
now  to  a  point  of  order, — that  the  resolution  now  before  the 
house,  calling  for  the  question,  is  in  itself  a  question,  and  is  de- 
batable. I  see  no  reason  why  the  debate  should  be  shut  off  by 
calling  for  a  rapid  vote  on  it.  I  think  all  who  desire  to  discuss 
the  question  should  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

By  a  vote  then  taken,  the  question  remained  open  for  discussion. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  Anything  I  may  say  is  entirely  as  a  matter 
of  principle,  and  not  in  personal  antagonism  to  Dr.  Stainton.  I 
am  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  arguments  on  this  subject,  and 
from  his  viewpoint  I  think  they  are  correct,  but  I  think  the  view- 
point is  wrong. 
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Dr.  Stainton  said  he  has  not  claimed  that  the  M.D.S.  was  an 
honorary  degree.  That  is  true,  but  he  has  argued  in  effect  that 
the  granting  of  the  D.D.S.  to  the  holders  of  the  M.D.S.  would 
be  analogous  to  the  granting  of  a  degree  to  the  man  who  holds 
Jio  degree.  He  has  recited  the  fact  that  the  Faculties  Association 
compelled  a  university  school  of  dentistry  to  recall  one  of  its 
honorary  degrees  before  the  Faculties  Association  allowed  the 
holder  of  it  to  come  into  consort  with  them.  It  seems  to  me  that 
was  a  very  inopportune  citation.  I  know  of  no  act  by  the  Faculties 
Association  that  was  a  greater  blot  on  its  honor.  We  had  amongst 
us  Dr.  South  wick,  who  was  just  as  fitted  to  hold  the  D.D!S.  as 
any  man  who  ever  lived.  He  served  this  society  faithfully.  His 
-degree  of  D.D.S.  was  conferred  on  him  by  a  university  which 
under  the  laws  of  this  state  and  in  accordance  with  all  precedents 
had  a  perfect  right  to  confer  on  him  the  D.D.S.  The  Faculties 
Association,  however,  brought  to  bear  an  influence  which  pre- 
vented his  school  from  becoming  a  member  of  their  body  until 
that  D.D.S.  was  rescinded,  and  the  honor  of  Dr.  Southwick  shone 
when  he  voluntarily  said  he  would  give  it  up,  and  he  did  so.  It 
was  a  disgrace  for  the  Faculties  Association  ever  to  have  passed 
the  rule  that  no  honorary  degrees  in  dentistry  should  be  granted. 
This  is  the  only  profession  in  which  the  schools  are  not  con- 
sidered sufficiently  trustworthy  to  be  permitted  to  select  men  en- 
titled to  honorary  degrees.  Law  schools,  theological  schools, 
schools  of  medicine,  are  constantly  honoring  the  workers  in  their 
respective  fields.  Dr.  Miller,  of  Berlin,  holds  an  honorary  de- 
gree; but  it  would  not  be  recognized  in  this  country,  if  we  are 
correctly  informed,  because  it  is  honorary.  If  there  be  any  reason 
why  an  honorary  degree  should  not  be  recognized  by  the  Faculties 
Association,  it  is  because  the  Faculties  Association  does  not  trust 
the  faculties.  They  do  not  think  the  degrees  will  be  awarded  for 
merit  alone.  There  can  be  no  other  reason  for  the  rule,  and  con- 
sequently the  rule  is  a  disgrace. 

I  further  say  that  I  consider  that  letter  sent  to  us  by  the  Facul- 
ties Association  an  arrogant  assumption  and  meddlesome  piece  of 
business, — to  write  to  us  and  tell  us  what  to  do  about  a  degree 
which  is  legal  in  this  state,  and  to  prompt  us  as  to  the  conduct 
of  the  law,  which  is  the  law  in  this  state.  Let  them  control  their 
schools,  and  leave  the  laws  to  the  authorities.    It  was  very  meddle- 
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some  for  them  to  send  that  letter,  but,  knowing  the  Faculties 
Association  as  I  do,  I  do  not  believe  they  have  fully  understood 
the  situation,  else  they  would  not  have  penned  such  a  letter. 

It  has  been  made  to  seem  that  the  men  who  hold  the  M.D.S. 
are  not  fitted  to  hold  the  D.D.S.  What  is  the  record  of  the  men 
who  hold  the  M.D.S.?  About  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  have 
received  it.  They  took  oath  to  uphold  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
the  profession,  and  I  challenge  anyone  to  show  me  any  M.D.S. 
who  is  conducting  a  dental  parlor,  or  who  is  not  acting  ethically. 
On  the  contrary,  eighty  per  cent,  of  them  are  affiliated  with  dental 
societies,  and  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  have  made  fine  reputations 
for  themselves.  If  the  alumni  of  any  school  can  show  a  better 
record,  I  am  yet  to  be  informed  of  it. 

One  other  single  point  is  this:  What  is  the  authority  back  of 
the  M.D.S.  ?  Why  should  it  be  classed  differently  from  the 
D.D.S.  ?  The  D.D.S.  is  granted  by  a  college  chartered  by  the 
state.  The  charter  of  this  society  authorized  it  to  take  students 
and  examine  them,  to  see  if  they  had  a  proper  education,  and 
to  grant  that  degree.  In  this  state  we  have  for  years  had  a 
Board  of  Regents  which  has  always  had  supervisory  control  of 
educational  matters.  The  New  York  State  Society,  for  reasons 
which  were  given  at  the  time,  being  a  chartered  organization,  re- 
ceived authority  as  a  school  would,  not  to  give  the  education, 
but  to  examine  men  to  see  if  they  had  the  education,  and  to 
grant  the  degree.  The  degree  was  made  M.D.S.  so  that  it  might 
be  known  what  it  was  and  why  it  was  conferred.  Now  it  seems 
wise  to  certain  men  that  we  should  have  but  one  degree  in  den- 
tistry,— and  that  is  not  a  bad  idea.  Several  of  these  gentlemen, 
operating  with  the  Law  Committee,  have  had  a  law  passed  to 
change  the  degree  of  M.D.S.  to  D.D.S.  Whether  it  was  author- 
ized by  this  society  or  not  is  inconsequential;  we  are  all  free 
citizens  and  have  a  right  to  go  to  the  legislature  if  we  wish. 
The  law  therefore  empowers  the  body  which  always  granted  the 
degrees  in  this  state  to  simply  alter  the  titles  of  the  men  who 
received  the  degree. 

As  a  holder  of  the  M.D.S.,  if  I  should  ever  be  tempted  to 
make  application  for  that,  it  would  be  at  great  personal  sacrifice, 
and  with  great  regret,  because  I  have  been  prouder  of  the  M.D.S. 
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and  the  men  who  hold  it  than  I  would  be  of  membership  in  any 
body  of  alumni  in  Christendom. 

By  request,  the  Secretary  read  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Jarvie. 

Dr.  P.  S.  Garvey,  Hudson.  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question. 
I  do  not  understand  this  question  thoroughly.  I  would  like  to 
ask  if  it  is  proposed  to  change  this  M.D.S.  for  the  D.D.S.  with 
those  who  already  hold  the  degree. 

The  President.  All  those  who  hold  the  degree  of  M.D.S.  will 
have  the  privilege  of  exchanging  it  for  the  D.D.S.  if  they  wish. 
It  is  not  mandatory;  it  is  permissible.  The  object  is,  as  far  as 
the  Chair  understands  it,  to  wipe  out  the  degree  of  M.D.S.  for 
those  who  desire  to  receive  the  D.D.S.,  to  unify  the  degree. 

Dr.  Garvey.  What  will  be  the  standing  of  those  who  do  not 
care  to  make  that  change,  if  there  is  no  degree  of  M.D.S.?  Any 
man  who  holds  that  degree,  and  who  earned  it,  as  any  candidate 
did  who  passed  that  Board  of  Censors,  ought  to  feel  proud  of 
it,  and  it  is  something  they  do  not  care  to  part  with.  I  do  not 
believe  any  man  ever  went  before  that  Board  of  Censors  and  ever 
received  that  degree  of  M.D.S.  unless  he  earned  it  before  those 
eight  men.  It  is  a  degree  to  feel  proud  of.  Two  of  the  men  who 
are  on  a  great  many  of  those  diplomas  cannot  be  duplicated, — 
they  have  gone;  and  whoever  went  before  those  men,  as  well  as 
those  who  remain,  earned  thai  degree,  and  it  is  something  hard 
to  part  with. 

Dr.  Stainton.  What  does  this  proposed  exchange  mean?  It 
is  changing  a  title  which  is  good  in  this  state  only  for  one  good 
all  over  the  United  States.  You  may  act  under  the  inspiration 
of  four  or  five  orators,  but  take  the  action  proposed  here  and 
you  are  reaping  a  whirlwind.  I  have  both  degrees;  I  am  well 
shod  and  can  stand  it. 

The  vote  resulted  as  follows:  Total  number  of  votes,  8i. 
Affirmative,  6i ;  negative,  20. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  I  move  that  in  transmitting  the  report  of 
this  resolution  to  the  Regents,  the  vote  be  mentioned,  and  the  fact 
cited  that  the  only  college  present  voted  in  favor. 

Dr.  Stainton.  I  move  to  amend,  that  the  same  information 
be  conveyed  to  the  Faculties  Association. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.     I  accept  the  amendment. 

Motion  carried. 
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The  Secretary.  I  would  like  some  action  taken  on  this  reso- 
lution or  communication  from  the  Faculties  Association  to  this 
society.  The  vote  taken  upon  the  resolution  of  E>r.  Jarvie  has 
nothing  to  do  with  that. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  As  a  reply,  I  move  that  the  resolution  and 
the  result  of  the  vote  be  sent  to  them  with  no  further  comment. 

Subject  passed. 

The  President.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  introducing  Dr. 
Webster,  of  Toronto,  who  will  read  a  paper  on  "The  Comparative 
Value  of  Ordinary  Sealings  for  Root-Canal  Dressing  as  Excluders 
of  Bacteria."     (See  page  75.) 

The  Vice-President,  Dr.  Hofheinz,  took  the  chair. 

Following  the  closing  remarks  of  Dr.  Webster,  Dr.  Hart  re- 
sumed the  chair  and  Dr.  Hofheinz  read  a  paper  entitled  "Exten- 
sion for  Prevention."     (See  page  87.) 

The  next  order  of  business  being  the  election  of  officers,  the 
Chair  appointed  as  tellers  Drs.  Johnson,  Low,  and  Cowen. 

The  following  were  declared  duly  elected: 

President,  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Rochester. 

Vice-President,  W.  J.  Turner,  Brooklyn. 

Secretary,  W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 

Treasurer,  C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo. 

Correspondent,  H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York. 

Examiners  from  the  Sixth  District. 
A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 
M.  D.  Jewell,  Richfield  Springs. 

Examiners  from  the  Eighth  District. 
H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 
A.  E.  Preston,  Delevan. 

Committee  on  Law. 
First  District,  William  Carr. 
Second  District,  F.  C.  Walker. 
Third  District,  A.  M.  Wright. 
Fourth  District,  W.  E.  Lansing. 
Fifth  District,  A.  E.  Cooke. 
Sixth  District,  M.  D.  Jewell. 
Seventh  District,  F.  W.  Proseus. 
Eighth  District,  S.  A.  Freeman. 
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Committee  on  Legislation. 
First  District,  W.  C.  Deane. 
Second  District,  William  Jarvie. 
Third  District,  J.  W.  Canaday. 
Fourth  District,  O.  J.  Gross. 
Fifth  District,  C.  H.  Barnes. 
Sixth  District,  G.  W.  Hoysradt. 
Seventh  District,  B.  G.  Saunders. 
Eighth  District,  H.  J.  Burkhart. 

Permanent  Members. 
First  District,  Ralph  B.  Reitz,  Finn  L.  Fossume. 
Second  District,  W.  J.  Turner,  F.  B.  Keppy. 
Third  District,  James  W.  Hine,  M.  J.  Barrett. 
Fourth  District,  W.  E.  Lansing,  E.  Doolittle. 
Seventh  District,  Frederick  Messerschmidt,  L.  C.  Jones. 
Eighth  District,  Dr.  Meisburger,  Dr.  Mimniack. 

The  President.  Two  districts  are  not  represented,  and  a  mem- 
ber from  another  district  asks  to  present  other  nominees  from  his 
district.    Is  it  your  pleasure  that  he  have  that  privilege? 

Dr.  Freeman  moved  that  he  be  granted  the  privilege.  (Motion 
carried.) 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  8  o^clock  p.m. 

FIRST  DAY— EVENING  SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  Hart, 
at  8.30  o'clock. 

The  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  afternoon  session,  which 
were  adopted  as  read. 

Dr.  Sidney  S.  Stowell  then  read  his  paper  entitled  "The 
Practical  Side  of  It."     (See  page  loi.) 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  confer  with  the  State  Board 
of  Charities  (Dr.  Deane,  of  the  First  District,  chairman)  was 
then  read.     (See  page  18.) 

Dr.  Freeman  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted,  and  the  com- 
mittee continued,  with  instructions  from  the  society.  The  motion 
was  carried. 

The  President.  There  are  some  recommendations  in  the  re- 
port.   Do  you  wish  any  action  taken  on  them?    Will  Dr.  Deane 
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kindly  read  that  portion  of  the  report  which  contains  the  recom- 
mendations ? 

Dr.  Deane  :  "The  Secretary  stated  he  would  be  glad  to  have  the 
society  send  to  the  State  Board  of  Charities  a  copy  of  any  circular 
they  may  think  best  to  send  out  to  the  institutions,  with  reference  to 
the  society's  plans."  The  object  of  the  State  Board,  I  believe,  is 
to  keep  the  matter  out  of  politics  and  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
society,  so  that  the  proper  persons  may  be  appointed. 

Dr.  Freeman.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  committee,  as 
they  are  present  (Drs.  Deane  and  Ames),  to  draft  some  such 
circular  to  be  submitted  to  the  State  Board  of  Charities  ?  I  make 
that  as  a  motion. 

Motion  carried. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Carr,  chairman  of  the  committee,  Dr. 
Jarvie  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appointment  of  Ex- 
ecutive Council.     (See  page  i8.)     On  motion,  report  was  adopted. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  there  had  been  submitted  a  report 
from  Dr.  Hyatt.  The  other  members  of  that  committee  are  Drs. 
Burkhart,  Barrett,  Johnson,  Slocum,  and  Proseus. 

The  President.  The  Secretary  informs  me  that  the  report  was 
just  received  to-night,  and  if  the  committee  will  convene,  it  can 
be  reported  on  to-morrow. 

Dr.  W.  V-B.  Ames,  of  Chicago,  then  read  a  paper  on  "Cements." 
(See  page  iii.) 

Dr.  Ames.  The  subject  allotted  me  a  year  ago  bv  your  Presi- 
dent was  the  oxyphosphate  of  copper;  but  since  then  the  matter 
has  so  shaped  itself  that  I  have  written  a  paper  on  the  general 
subject  of  cements. 

Dr.  Stainton.  I  had  a  letter  from  Dr.  Brockway  the  other 
day,  paying  his  dues  up  to  the  date  of  this  meeting,  and  express- 
ing his  sorrow  that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  be  with  us.  He 
requested  that  his  name  be  presented  for  resignation.  When  men 
who  have  been  in  our  Eighth  District  Society  for  many  years 
grow  old,  and  want  to  be  excused  from  the  payment  of  dues, 
we  instruct  the  Treasurer  to  send  them  a  receipted  bill  for  the 
same,  and  I  thought  it  might  be  a  good  thing  to  do  in  this  case. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  Dr.  Brockway,  I  think,  has  been  a  member  of  this 
society  from  the  first  meeting.  In  the  early  days  of  the  society, 
and  until  a  very  few  years  ago  he  was  a  regular  attendant.    He 
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does  not  stay  away  from  any  lack  of  interest,  but  he  is  elderly 
and  is  not  feeling  well,  and  does  not  feel  able  to  come.  In  the 
case  of  old  members  like  Dr.  Brockway,  if  it  could  be  done,  I 
think  it  would  be  a  very  proper  and  courteous  thing  to  continue 
his  name  on  the  roll  and  send  him  a  receipted  bill  for  his  dues  before 
each  meeting,  as  suggested.  I  make  that  suggestion  as  coming 
from  the  second  district,  and  I  offer  it  as  a  motion.     (Carried.) 

The  Secretary  read  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  By-Laws.  (See 
page  17.)     (  Report  accepted. ) 

Dr.  Deane,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation,  stated 
that  the  report  of  that  committee  is  embodied  in  the  report  of 
Dr.  Carr. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  Thursday  morning. 

SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  Hart  at  9.30 
o'clock. 

The  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  session,  which 
were  adopted  as  read. 

A  communication  from  Madrid  was  read  (see  page  43),  and,  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Burkhart,  the  matter  was  left  to  the  incoming  Presi- 
dent. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Burkhart,  orders  were  issued  instructing  the 
Treasurer  to  draw  a  check  for  $75  to  pay  the  stenographer,  also 
a  check  for  $100  for  the  Secretary,  and  for  $50  for  the  Treasurer. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Charitable  Institutions  was 
presented  and  accepted.     (See  page  18.) 

Dr.  F.  L.  Ames  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Furnishing  the 
Supplies  of  the  Charitable  Institutions  be  empowered  to  com- 
municate with  the  secretaries  of  the  district  societies,  for  the  in- 
formation of  those  who  would  be  willing  to  accept  appointment 
in  the  charity  institutions  in  the  districts  in  which  they  reside. 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Johnson. 

Dr.  F.  L.  Ames.  The  substance  of  the  report  mentions  a  cir- 
cular which  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  printed.  I  presume  it 
would  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  State  Society. 

The  President.     Unquestionably. 

Dr.  Ames.  I  move  that  the  committee  have  power  to  draw  on 
the  State  Society  for  the  amount  necessary.     (Carried.) 
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Dr.  Ames.  In  the  corner  is  a  picture  of  Dr.  Amos  Westcott, 
the  first  President  of  the  New  York  State  Society.  There  has 
been  a  request  from  people  who  knew  Dr.  Westcott  for  photo- 
graphs of  it.  There  are  none  in  existence  in  his  family,  or  else- 
where, that  can  be  procured,  and  it  would  seem  proper  for  the 
State  Society  to  permit  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements to  have  photographs  reproduced  from  that  picture. 
Those  in  the  society  who  would  like  them  of  course  can  have 
them,  by  paying  the  price  for  them.  I  would  therefore  move 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  be  em- 
powered to  have  such  pictures  made. 

Dr.  White.  As  Secretary  of  your  society,  I  have  received 
requests  from  many  of  the  state  dental  organizations  asking  where 
a  picture  of  Dr.  Westcott  could  be  procured.  They  all  seem 
anxious  to  have  a  picture. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer.  I  have  received  the  same  request  from 
members  of  his  family  who  have  no  picture  of  him.  I  mentioned 
the  fact  that  this  photograph  was  here,  and  I  would  see  that  some 
action  was  taken.     I  hope  the  motion  will  prevail. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  BuRKHART  offered  some  amendments  to  the  by-laws,  to 
lay  over  until  next  year.     (See  page  38.) 

Dr.  Ames.  In  reference  to  the  reproduction  of  the  picture  of 
Dr.  Westcott,  I  would  state  that  a  proposition  has  been  made  to 
furnish  every  member  of  the  society  who  desires  one  with  a 
photogravure  in  color, — a  reproduction  of  that  picture,  without 
expense,  no  advertising  matter  to  appear  on  it.  It  only  requires 
the  consent  of  the  society  to  permit  the  picture  to  pass  into  the 
hands  of  people  who  are  willing  to  do  that  complimentary  work 
for  the  society. 

Dr.  CowEN.     Who  has  made  this  proposition? 

Dr.  Ames.     The  Borine  people. 

Dr.  Cowen  moved  that  the  offer  be  declined.     Motion  carried. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Oral  Hygiene  was  then  sub- 
mitted.    (See  page  37.) 

Dr.  BuRKiiART.  This  report  was  written  by  the  chairman  of 
that  committee,  and  was  submitted  to  the  other  members  of  the 
committee  last  night  and  this  morning.  There  has  been  no  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  during  the  year,  and  no  member  of  the 
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committee  has  been  in  communication  with  Dr.  Hyatt,  so  there 
has  been  no  interest  taken  outside  of  the  second  district,  because 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  did  not  see  fit  to  communicate 
with  the  other  members.  I  move  the  acceptance  of  the  report, 
and  the  discharge  of  that  committee. 

Dr.  Johnston.  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  connection  with 
that  report.  Dr.  Hyatt  evidently  did  not  communicate  with  the 
other  members  of  the  committee,  as  Dr.  Burkhart  has  stated.  He 
did,  however,  feel  that  there  was  an  opportunity  for  some  in- 
formation to  be  obtained  through  the  children  of  the  public  schools, 
and  he  did  some  work  along  that  line  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn, 
where  he  secured  permission  to  go  into  the  schools  and  make  these 
examinations.  They  were  made  in  the  schools  attended  by  the 
poorer  children  of  the  city,  and  the  condition  he  found  there  was 
very  deplorable.  Whether  there  shall  be  any  good  come  to  the 
Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  Dr.  Burkhart  said, 
is  perhaps  a  question;  but  those  of  us  who  took  the  trouble  to 
examine  those  hundreds  of  children  did  acquire  something  in  the 
way  of  information,  and  I  believe  if  ever>^  one  of  our  societies 
should  take  some  interest  of  that  kind,  they  would  find  their  in- 
terest increasing  as  the  work  progressed.  The  work  that  was  done 
was  simply  to  gather  information  to  lay  before  the  society  that 
might  be  of  value  in  the  future.  The  examination  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  fluids  of  the  mouth  is  certainly  of  value,  and  I  think 
a  compilation  of  the  conditions  found  would  be  of  great  value. 

It  was  the  intention  of  Dr.  Hyatt  to  pursue  his  investigations 
further  last  fall,  but  the  changes  in  the  Greater  New  York  Board 
of  Education  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  his  plan.  He  had  the 
co-operation  of  all  the  teachers  and  the  principals,  and  of  those 
members  of  the  Board  of  Education  who  thought  they  saw  in 
this  some  hope  for  the  children  who  were  suffering  in  this  line. 
I  think  Dr.  Hyatt's  idea  might  be  made  of  value  to  our  society 
and  to  the  profession  at  large. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received. 

The  motion  was  then  made  to  discharge  the  committee  with 
thanks. 

Dr.  Johnston.  I  have  had  no  consultation  with  Dr.  Hyatt.  I 
do  not  know  what  his  desire  in  the  matter  is,  but  I  do  feel  that 
as  he  is  not  able  to  be  here,  and  the  thought  and  the  work  is 
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his  entirely,  perhaps  it  would  not  be  exactly  courteous  to  discharge 
him  in  this  way,  and  I  would  move  as  a  substitute  that  this  com- 
mittee be  continued. 

Motion  seconded. 

Dr.  BuRKHART.  I  have  been  as  much  interested  as  any  gentle- 
man in  the  statistics  that  might  be  gathered  in  this  way,  but  the 
principle  of  the  appointment  of  that  committee,  and  sending  den- 
tists throughout  the  public  schools,  is  radically  wrong,  and  if  the 
matter  were  taken  into  the  courts  you  would  get  the  same  black 
eye  in  Brooklyn  that  the  profession  got  in  Rochester.  The  cor- 
poration counsel  said  it  was  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  to  allow  examiners  to  go  into  the  schools  without  the  im- 
mediate means  of  disinfecting  their  hands,  because,  if  it  were  not 
done,  disease  might  be  communicated  from  one  mouth  to  the  other. 
As  a  member  of  my  Board  of  Education,  I  should  not  allow  any 
dentist  to  go  into  the  schools  and  make  this  examination.  If  you 
could  get  Dr.  Hyatt,  and  Dr.  Johnston,  and  others  who  would 
examine  the  children  in  a  decent  professional  way,  it  would  be. 
all  right;  but  a  lot  of  other  men  would  go  there  and  work  trade 
out  of  it.  It  is  not  the  right  thing  for  this  society  to  do.  You 
have  other  means  of  collecting  statistics  that  would  be  just  as 
good,  instead  of  going  into  the  public  schools  and  having  each 
child  open  his  mouth. 

Dr.  Hatch.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Burkhart 
cast  some  reflection  on  our  profession  and  members  of  the  society. 
It  surely  ought  to  be  possible  for  a  committee  appointed  by  this 
society  to  examine  children  in  public  schools,  or  elsewhere,  with- 
out conveying  infection  from  one  to  the  other.  A  basin  of  bichlorid 
handy  will  overcome  all  those  objections.  I  think  any  committee 
appointed  will  have  a  certain  professional  standing.  If  that  is 
the  only  reason  why  the  committee  should  be  discharged,  I  should 
yote  in  favor  of  continuing  it. 

Dr.  Burkhart.  A  sub-committee  of  five  appointed  by  this 
committee  could  not  go  all  over  the  state  and  do  the  work.  I 
say  nothing  against  the  personnel  of  the  committee.  Dr.  Hatch 
knows  that  there  are  members  in  the  First  District,  as  there  are 
in  the  Eighth,  who  should  not  be  trusted  to  go  into  the  schools 
and  do  that. 
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Dr.  Hatch.  I  would  not  appoint  those  members  on  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  motion  on  the  substitute  was  lost.  The  motion  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  with  thanks  was  carried. 

Dr.  Joseph  Head,  of  Philadelphia,  then  read  an  essay  on  "The 
Hygiene  of  Bridge-Work  as  Exemplified  by  a  Piece  of  Removable 
Porcelain  Bridge."     (See  page  132.) 

The  Secretary.  If  any  wish  to  attend  the  National  Associa- 
tion as  delegates,  I  will  send  them  the  proper  certificates. 

Dr.  Hatch.  I  move  that  the  President  and  Secretary  be  em- 
powered to  give  delegate  certificates  to  as  many  members  in  good 
standing  as  desire  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Medical  Association 
in  Saratoga. 

Motion  carried. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  was  read  by  the 
Secretary.     (See  page  18.) 

The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  Sanger  and  Johnson  to  escort  the 
newly-elected  President  to  the  chair. 

President  Hart.  Mr.  President,  in  congratulating  you,  sir,  on 
your  election  to  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  this  society,  and 
in  presenting  to  you  this  gavel,  the  emblem  of  your  office,  I  can 
only  say  that  if  you  are  treated  with  the  same  consideration  and 
courtesy  that  I  have  been,  your  duties  will  be  made  very  light. 

President  Hofheinz.  In  reply  I  wish  to  say  to  you,  sir,  the 
retiring  President,  that  when  I  leave  this  chair,  I  hope  I  may  leave 
it  with  as  good  a  record  as  you  have.  Allow  me  to  thank  you, 
gentlemen  of  the  society,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  for  what 
you  have  done  for  me.  I  bring  to  this  office  a  great  many  more 
disqualifications  than  qualifications,  and  if  I  should  ever  be  found 
wanting  in  the  performance  of  my  duties,  it  will  not  be  because 
I  do  not  want  to  perform  them,  but  because  I  do  not  know  how, 
and  I  hope  you  will  take  it  from  that  standpoint.  I  shall  do 
everything  possible  to  make  the  next  meeting  as  good  a  one  as 
we  have  had. 

Dr.  BuRKHART.  I  move  that  the  thanks  of  the  society  be  ten- 
dered to  Dr.  Hart,  the  retiring  President,  for  his  very  affable 
and  able  manner  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  institution  for 
the  past  two  years. 

Unanimously  carried. 
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The  President  announced  the  following  committees  r 

Arrangements.—].  L.  Appleton,  J.  W.  Hine.  F.  Messerschmidt. 

Business. — H.  J.  Burkhart,  F.  LeGrand  Ames,  W.  H.  Johnston, 

Publication.— \N.  A.  White,  Wm.  Jarvie,  W.  W.  Smith. 

By-Laws.—].  I.  Hart,  H.  B.  Huvier,  C.  K.  Van  Vlcck. 

Practice.— A.  R.  Cooke. 

National  Museum. — S.  A.  Freeman. 

Necrology. — O.  J.  Gross,  W.  E.  Lansing,  J.  W.  Cowen. 

Ethics. — L.  Meisburger,  W.  A.  Campbell,  F.  W.  Low. 

Meeting  adjourned  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1903. 

W.  A.  White,  Secretary, 

Phelps,  N.  Y. 
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President's  Address. 


By  JOHN  I.  HART,  D.D.S.,  New  York. 


GENTLEMEN, — We  are  entering  on  the  thirty-fifth  year  of 
our  organization,  and  in  presenting  to  you  the  thirty-fourth 
annual  address  we  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  twelve 
months'  experience  has  not  been  lacking  in  encouraging  manifesta- 
tions. 

But  recently  a  leading  American  dentist  stated  that,  "Unquestion- 
ably, the  reputation  of  American  dentistry  in  foreign  lands  has  suf- 
fered materially  from  misrepresentation  and  fraud,  and  until  to-day 
our  diplomas  and  training  are  dishonored  in  most  foreign  lands." 
More  has  been  accomplished  since  our  last  meeting  to  eradicate 
these  frauds  than  in  the  past  decade,  and  we  are  all  indebted  to  our 
consular  representative,  Mr.  Worman,  for  his  devotion  to  our  in- 
terests in  collating  the  facts  and  massing  them  in  such  form  that 
the  National  Dental  Association,  the  National  Association  of  Dental 
Faculties,  and  the  officers  of  the  state  of  Illinois  have  taken  a  long 
stride  toward  crushing  this  stigma  upon  American  dentistry. 

The  dentists  in  the  army  have  made  so  good  a  reputation  for 
themselves,  and  indicated  their  usefulness  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
sister  service,  the  navy,  has  fathered  a  bill  whereby  dental  service 
will  be  secured  to  that  branch  of  our  public  service.  Dental  affairs 
have  progressed  satisfactorily  in  our  own  state,  and  some  of  the 
union  meetings  have  been  the  most  successful  in  our  history. 

For  the  first  time,  a  representative  from  one  of  our  district 
societies  has  been  appointed  surgeon  dentist  to  the  Board  of  Chari- 
ties, and  has  a  vote  in  that  body;  another  member  has  been  ap- 
pointed consulting  oral  surgeon  to  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor;  be 
sides  this,  the  institution  has  appointed  a  resident  dental  surgeon. 
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Formerly,  students  about  to  enter  colleges  in  this  state  were  made 
to  secure  thirty-six  academic  counts,  but  selected  these  counts  from  a 
group  of  sixty-two  subjects  without  reference  to  the  ends  in  view; 
it  is  the  sign  of  a  most  important  advancement  when  we  are  credit- 
ably informed  that  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  this  state  have 
taken  in  consideration  the  advisability  of  offering  a  special  group 
of  subjects,  selected  with  reference  to  preparation  for  the  dental 
professional  course  and  embracing  a  definite  amount  of  manual 
training.  With  better  arranged  entrance  requirements  and  a  four 
years'  course  in  operation,  we  can  reasonably  expect  a  better  pro- 
duct from  our  colleges. 
The  following  twenty-four  states  hold  sessions  as  follows: 
One  Day. — Louisiana,  South  Carolina,  California,  and  Georgia. 

(4.) 

Two  Days. — ^Arkansas,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Maryland,  and 
Massachusetts.     (5.) 

Three  Days. — Florida,  Illinois,  Kansas,  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  Susquehanna  Dental  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Southern 
Wisconsin,  Texas,  Washington,  Colorado,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and 
North  Carolina.     (14.) 

Four  Days. — Iowa.     ( i . ) 

It  seems  to  your  executive  that  if  we  modified  our  methods  and 
introduced  clinics  we  might  place  our  society  in  the  three-day  col- 
umn ;  and  I  ask  your  consideration  of  the  advisability  of  this  change. 

Finally,  my  fellow  members,  I  bespeak  your  earnest  attention  to 
the  program  arranged  by  your  officers  for  this  meeting. 
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A  Plan  for  the  Furtherance  of  Scientific 
Research   and  the  Elevation  of   Our 
-  Profession  by  Affiliation  with  the  Car- 
negie Institution. 


By  henry  D.  hatch,  D.D.S.,  Correspondent. 


MR.  President  and  Gentlemen, — Those  of  you  who  remem- 
ber my  report  three  years  ago,  as  Committee  on  Practice, 
and  my  report  last  year  on  "The  Solution  of  Dental  Prob- 
lems," will  upon  learning  the  subject  of  my  correspondence  this 
year  be  convinced  that  I  am  a  man  of  but  one  idea.  It  is  far  better, 
however,  to  be  possessed  of  but  one  idea,  if  that  be  a  good  one,  than 
to  have  none  at  all. 

Three  years  ago  I  wrote  for  this  society  over  three  hundred  and 
fifty  letters ;  last  year  the  number  was  only  ten,  and  this  year  only 
on€  letter  was  sent. 

The  letter  written  this  year  is  as  follows : 

To  Mr.  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  Carnegie  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Dear  Sir, — As  Correspondent  of  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  I  presented  to  that  body  last  year  a  report  upon  "The  Sohition  of 
Dental  Problems,"  in  which  it  was  brought  out  that  the  time  had  gone  by 
when  the  solution  of  the  many  problems  confronting  us  (1.^.  those  soluble  by 
means  of  laboratory  investigations)  could  be  attained  by  unaided  individual 
effort. 

We  have  in  our  ranks  many  men  who  are  earnest  seekers  after  scientific 
truth,  and  who  have  done  yeoman  service  to  our  profession  by  prolonged 
persistent  laboratory  experimentation.  But  these  men  have  been  hampered 
by  lack  of  means  to  procure  the  necessarily  expensive  apparatus,  and  by  lack 
of  time, — for  they  are  usually  possessed  of  but  small  means  and  must  earn 
their  living  while  carrying  on  investigations. 
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To  secure  government  aid  for  such  work  is  hardly  to  be  expected  from  our 
government,  although,  in  the  discussion  of  my  report  last  year,  government 
aid  was  spoken  of  as  being  desirable. 

Having  thus  set  forth  very  briefly  our  position,  allow  me  to  ask  you  as 
chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie 
Institution,  in  the  name  of  our  Society  and  profession,  to  arrange  matters,  if 
possible,  so  that  our  young  and  vigorous  profession  shall  be  represented  in 
that  grand  institution  founded  by  Mr.  Carnegie. 

We  are  more  closely  allied  to  the  medical  profession  than  to  any  other, 
yet  we  touch  nearly  every  art  and  profession  at  some  point  or  points,  draw- 
ing upon  them  all  for  facts  and  methods.  Nevertheless,  there  are  now,  and 
always  will  be,  distinctively  dental  problems,  which  must  needs  be  solved  by 
men  who  are  or  have  been  dental  practitioners. 

If  it  is  possible  for  you  to  give  me  anything  definite  to  report  to  our 
Society  at  its  next  meeting  on  May  14th,  kindly  do  so,  and  thereby  greatly 
oblige,  Yours  truly, 

Henry  D.  Hatch,  Correspondent, 

Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
March  19,  1902. 

To  this  I  received  the  following  reply : 

March  20,  1902. 
Dear  Sir, — On  behalf  of  Mr.  Hewitt  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  favor  of  yesterday,  relative  to  co-operation  and  aid  by  the 
Carnegie  Institution  for  the  subject  of  dentistry.  Your  letter  will  be  placed 
on  file  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee  when  it  shall  have  been 
formed.  Very  truly  yours, 

Marcus  Baker,  Asst.  Sec'y. 
Also,  a  circular  letter  addressed 

To  THE  Heads  of  American  Institutions,  and  to  Others  Interested  in 
THE  Work  of  Investigation. 

The  Carnegie  Institution  sends  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  Mr.  Carnegie's 
deed  of  gift  and  other  information  in  respect  to  the  organization  of  the  new 
foundation. 

Some  of  the  ablest  thinkers  and  investigators  in  the  country  have  already 
called  attention  to  important  lines  of  inquiry.  Their  communications  will 
be  referred  to  special  committees  in  different  departments  of  knowledge, 
astronomical,  physical,  chemical,  biological,  geological,  historical,  archaeologi- 
cal, philological,  bibliographical,  economical,  etc.,  and  the  referees  will  be 
requested  to  add  their  own  suggestions  and  to  report  to  the  Carnegie  Institu- 
tion such  methods  of  procedure,  and  the  names  of  such  investigators,  as 
they  deem  likely  to  advance  with  wisdom  the  great  purpose  of  the  foundation. 

No  large  appropriations  can  be  made  at  present,  as  there  will  be  no  income 
from  the  fund  before  August.  The  summer  will  be  chiefly  devoted  to  at 
careful  study  of  the  problems  of  scientific  investigation,  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  in  the  autumn  definite  plans  of  procedure  will  be  formulated. 
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Any  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  be  glad  to  receive  from  you, 
at  any  time,  suggestions,  opinions,  and  advice  as  to  fields  that  the  Carnegie 
Institution  ought  to  occupy,  and  the  best  methods  for  carrying  forward  its 
work  in  those  fields;  but  in  order  that  important  papers  designed  for  official 
consideration,  may  be  properly  recorded  and  filed,  they  should  be  addressed 
to  the  President  of  the  Carnegie  Institution,  1439  K  St..  Washington,  D.  C. 

Daniel  C.  Oilman,  Chairman. 

To  the  former  letter  the  following  reply  was  made : 

April  21,  1902. 
To  THE  President  op  the  Carnegie  Institution  : 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  March  20th  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  19th  received. 
Please  advise  me  as  to  whether  the  committee  you  speak  of  will  be  formed 
and  able  to  give  me  any  assurance  in  time  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  its  annual  meeting,  May  14th 
and  15th. 

A  committee  might  then  be  appointed  to  co-operate  with  a  committee  from 
the  National  Society,  which  meets  in  July  at  Niagara  Falls.  At  the  same 
time  and  place  the  National  Association  of  Dental  Faculties  meets. 

Representatives  from  these  bodies  could  then  confer  with  the  proper 
authorities  from  the  Carnegie  Institution  and  agree  upon  the  lines  of  work 
to  be  undertaken. 

I  am  anxious  to  get  the  matter  started  so  that  it  may  grow  with  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  Institution. 

Thanking  you  for  your  prompt  and  courteous  reply  to  my  last  letter,  I 
remain  Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  D.  Hatch. 

In  answer  to  this  the  following  letter  was  received : 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  the  21st,  I  beg  to  say  that  Dr. 
Oilman,  president  of  the  Institution,  has  gone  abroad  for  the  summer,  and 
that  meanwhile  the  Executive  Committee  are  studying  the  matter  of  plans 
for  carrying  Mr.  Carnegie's  purposes  into  effect.  This  work  is  likely  to 
involve  careful  study  for  some  time ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  plans  will  be  ready 
for  the  trustees  when  they  meet  in  the  autumn.  Meanwhile  it  is  unlikely 
that  any  action  will  be  taken  respecting  grants  or  co-operation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Marcus  Baker,  Asst.  Sec'y. 

You  are  probably  all  familiar  with  the  purposes  of  the  institution, 
which  are  briefly  as  follows : 

From  the  Articles  of  Incorporation: 

The  particular  business  and  objects  of  the  Institution  are  the  promotion  of 
study  and  research,  with  power — 

(a)  To  acquire,  hold,  and  convey  real  estate  and  other  property  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Institution  as  herein  stated,  and  to  establish  general 
and  special  funds; 
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(b)  To  conduct,  endow,  and  assist  investigation  in  any  department  of 
science,  literature,  or  art,  and  to  this  end  to  co-operate  with  governments, 
universities,  colleges,  technical  schools,  learned  societies,  and  individuals; 

(c)  To  appoint  committees  of  experts  to  direct  special  lines  of  research; 

(d)  To  publish  and  distribute  documents; 

(e)  To  conduct  lectures ; 

( f )  To  hold  meetings ; 

(g)  To  acquire  and  maintain  a  library; 

(h)  And,  in  general,  to  do  and  perform  all  things  necessary  to  promote 
the  objects  of  said  Institution. 

Also,  from  the  Deed  of  Gift: 
Among  its  aims  are  these : 

1.  To  promote  original  research,  paying  great  attention  thereto  as  one  of 
the  most  important  of  all  departments. 

2.  To  discover  the  exceptional  man  in  every  department  of  study,  whenever 
and  wherever  found,  inside  or  outside  of  schools,  and  enable  him  to  make 
the  work  for  which  he  seems  specially  designed  his  life-work. 

3.  To  increase  facilities  for  higher  education. 

4.  To  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  universities  and  other  institutions  of 
learning  throughout  the  country,  by  utilizing  and  adding  to  their  existing 
facilities  and  aiding  teachers  in  the  various  institutions  for  experimental  and 
other  work  in  these  institutions  as  far  as  advisable. 

These  being  in  part  the  purposes  of  the  Carnegie  Institution,  it 
is  evident  that  these  purposes  correspond  with  our  needs  to  a 
marked  degree. 

To  discover  the  exceptional  man,  or  men, — those  fitted  both  by 
nature  and  by  training  to  do  research  work,  and  then  to  take  from 
their  minds  the  bread-and-butter  question,  and  all  the  cares  and 
worries  incident  thereto, — is  one  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
by  alliance  with  this  institution. 

We  need,  not  only  new  research  work  done,  but  we  need  to  have 
the  work  which  has  been  done  by  individual  workers  carefully  gone 
over,  verified,  and  mistakes  corrected.  Let  no  one  suppose  that  all 
the  mysteries  of  nature  are  going  to  be  made  clear  by  this  or  any 
other  plan.  Knowledge  is  only  relative.  Every  new  discovery  in 
science  opens  up  a  whole  field  heretofore  unknown  and  unsuspected. 
Every  area  of  light  is  surrounded  by  a  zone  of  darkness.  Neither 
need  anyone  suppose  that  knowledge  can  be  bought  like  so  much 
merchandise.  The  greater  the  sum  total  of  human  knowledge,  the 
greater  must  be  the  effort  of  the  individual  to  possess  it. 

Individuality,  common  sense,  and  good  judgment  will  always  be 
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important  factors  in  dental  and  medical  practice.  No  one  need  fear 
that  the  putting  of  dental  practice  upon  a  truly  scientific  basis  will 
interfere  with  his  individuality  or  free  moral  agency. 

In  my  report  to  this  society  three  years  ago  I  recommended  that 
the  society  employ  a  chemist  to  the  end  that  the  exact  formula  of 
every  filling  material  be  known.  We  have  been  groping  in  the 
dark  for  all  these  years,  led  and  misled  by  self-interested  manu- 
facturers, not  one  dentist  in  five  thousand  knowing  of  what  his 
plastic  fillings  were  composed. 

A  new  cement  has  been  put  on  the  market  recently  and  eagerly 
taken  up  by  thousands  of  dentists,  the  only  information  vouched 
us  concerning  its  formula  being  that  "it  contains  no  oxid  of  zinc" ! 

Only  this  last  winter  one  of  our  leading  dentists  in  one  of  our 
leading  societies  of  New  York  city  arose  and  said  that  "he  had  used 
the  powder  of  one  of  the  old  cements,  with  the  liquid  of  this  new 
cement,  and  that  it  had  set  in  about  the  usual  way."  This  led  him 
to  think  that  the  claim  that  there  was  no  oxid  of  zinc  in  the  new 
cement  was  unfounded.  No  one  present  could  throw  more  light  on 
the  subject,  and  it  was  passed.  This  incident  is  only  quoted  to 
show  how  we  are  floundering  in  a  mass  of  excuseless  ignorance 
Excuseless,  because  any  analytical  chemist  could  tell  us,  for  a 
small  fee,  the  composition  of  this  or  any  other  cement. 

I  think  I  hear  some  say  that  they  do  not  care  what  the  composi- 
tion of  a  cement  or  alloy  is,  provided  it  does  good  work  clinically. 
To  any  such  I  would  submit  the  possibility  of  an  occurrence  like 
this :  A  firm  is  supplying  you  with  alloy,  with  which  you  are  per- 
fectly satisfied.  The  firm  splits.  Each  half  claims  to  have  the  man 
who  knows  the  secret  of  making  the  alloy,  and  each  says  the  other 
knows  nothing  whatsoever  of  the  secret,  or  of  metallurgy  or  chem- 
istry. You  are  a  busy  practitioner,  and  have  not  the  time,  even  if 
you  have  the  ability,  to  assay  the  two  alloys.  What  will  you  do? 
Probably  adhere  to  that  firm  which  has  sent  out  the  smoothest- 
talking  agent.  Similar  pictures  might  be  drawn  using  mouth- 
washes, dentifrices,  anesthetic  mixtures,  etc.,  as  the  subjects. 

Gentlemen,  this  is  all  wrong,  and  is  a  stigma  upon  the  fair  name 
of  our  profession ! 

The  above  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  problems  which  need  care- 
ful investigation.  Nor  is  the  scope  of  the  needs  of  our  profession 
ever  likely  to  reach  a  limit.    There  are  new  problems  arising  every 
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year,  every  day.  Instance  the  elaborate  studies  in  human  saliva  of 
Michaels,  Kirk,  and  others.  This  subject  has  suddenly  loomed 
upon  the  dental  and  medical  horizon  as  of  importance  hardly  second, 
to  analysis  of  blood  and  urine.  There  is  work  enough  in  this  field 
alone  to  keep  a  dozen  of  our  best  men  employed  for  some  time  to 
come. 

The  importance  of  the  X-ray  for  diagnostic  purposes  had  hardly 
dawned  upon  us  when  we  were  called  upon  to  look  in  the  direction 
of  the  therapeutics  of  the  X-ray,  and  another  line  of  study  was 
opened  up. 

In  my  report  last  year  I  went  further  than  the  year  before,  and 
urged  that  this  society  form  a  committee  of  investigation  em- 
powered to  employ  and  supervise  a  chemist,  a  bacteriologist,  etc. 
But,  upon  finding  that  the  society  was  about  eight  hundred  dollars 
in  debt,  the  matter  was  dropped  for  the  time. 

And  now  here  it  is  again,  in  a  new  and  larger  form, — this  time 
with  the  hope  of  support  from  an  institution  backed  by  ten  million 
dollars,  and  the  best  men  in  the  country  at  its  head. 

Inasmuch  as  the  board  of  trustees  does  not  meet  until  autumn, 
nothing  definite  can  be  ascertained  at  present.  The  petition  is  on 
file,  however,  and  in  our  judgment  the  matter  should  be  backed  up 
and  urged  by  a  committee  from  this  society,  co-operating  with  a 
committee  from  the  National  Society,  the  National  Association  of  ' 
Dental  Faculties,  and  other  influential  societies. 

If  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that  we  are  a  body  of  earnest  scien- 
tific men,  and  not  mere  money-makers  and  tinkers,  there  is  not 
much  doubt  but  that  we  will  secure  recognition  and  support  from 
the  Carnegie  Institution. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ.  A  report  of  such  novel  ideas  deserves  a  great 
deal  more  time  than  has  been  given  to  me  to  discuss  it.  It  was 
about  six  or  seven  years  ago  that  the  proposition  was  made  in  the 
State  Society,  I  think  by  Dr.  Ottolengui,  or  by  myself,  that  den- 
tists ought  to  contribute  to  create  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which 
could  be  used  to  support  such  men  as  Dr.  Black.  Dr.  Black  was  at 
the  meeting  that  year,  and  read  one  of  his  famous  papers  on 
amalgam.  I  am  extremely  sorry  all  these  efforts  have  proved  in 
vain. 
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When  Dr.  Hatch  read  his  paper  last  year,  the  question  of  govern- 
mental aid  was  discussed,  and  I  spoke  on  it  very  forcibly,  because 
I  have  seen  in  other  countries  what  governmental  aid  has  done  in 
regard  to  the  advancement  of  scientific  experiments ;  but  it  is  very 
unfortunate  that  our  political  institutions  will  not  permit  of  it,  nor 
our  municipal  authorities,  because  as  a  rule  they  do  not  have  very 
much  money  on  hand  for  such  purposes.  So  we  must  rely  on 
private  aid. 

I  regret  that  the  forty  thousand  dentists  in  this  country  could 
not  have  been  induced  to  contribute  from  one  to  five  dollars  each, 
to  create  a  fund  which  would  be  ample  enough  to  give  us  an  income 
to  assist  such  men  as  we  must  have  to  do  this  labor.  Men  who  at 
the  present  time  have  to  carry  on  a  daily  practice  would  receive 
stimulation  which  is  necessary  to  do  that  amount  of  scientific  labor 
from  which  we  all  benefit, — a  scientific  labor  which  is  the  most  lofty 
one  that  dentists  or  medical  men,  or  any  others,  can  possibly  do. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  I  only  want  to  say  that  I  am  both  surprised 
and  pleased  to  find  that  Dr.  Hofheinz  is  my  twin  brother  in  this 
matter.  My  recollection  is  that  Dr.  Hofheinz  suggested  at  that  time 
that  this  society  should  vote  a  contribution  to  a  fund  which  had 
been  suggested  by  Dr.  Kells,  of  New  Orleans,  and  editorially 
approved  by  Dr.  Kirk  in  the  Cosmos,  and  there  was  a  proviso 
that  the  amount  should  be  given  when  the  whole  fund  should  be 
collected.  I  rose  and  moved,  instead,  that  we  should  donate  a 
specified  amount  immediately  for  a  specific  object  by  a  specific 
man.  My  resolution  was  voted  down,  and  my  twin  brother's 
resolution  was  carried ;  and  I  then  stated  that  it  was  merely  a  vote 
of  sentiment, — ^that  the  money  would  never  be  asked  for. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  It  seems  to  me  there  can  be  but  one  sentiment  in 
regard  to  this  paper,  especially  that  part  of  it  in  which  Dr.  Hatch 
tells  us  that  he  has  applied  to  the  Carnegie  Institute  at  Washington 
for  a  department  for  original  dental  research.  While  propositions 
have  been  before  this  society  and  other  societies,  and  before  the 
dental  profession  in  general,  for  years,  as  to  the  best  means  of 
instituting  and  carrying  out  original  research  on  dental  subjects, 
this  seems  to  be  the  most  practical  direction  in  view  at  the  present 
time,  for  it  would  seem  that  this  Carnegie  Institute  is  to  be  an 
established  fact,  and  as  they  have  not  yet  determined  exactly  what 
topics  are  to  be  followed  in  the  investigation,  it  would  seem  that 
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this  was  a  very  good  time  to  press  the  claims  of  dentistry.  I  camiot 
think  of  any  other  profession,  of  the  various  ones  mentioned,  that 
has  a  better  claim  upon  such  an  institution  than  dentistry.  I  would 
like  to  see  some  resolution  adopted  indorsing  all  that  Dr.  Hatch 
has  done  in  this  direction,  and  urging  that  the  claims  presented  be 
kept  before  the  Carnegie  Institution  at  Washington  and  pressed  to 
a  successful  termination.  I  think  it  can  be  done,  and  I  do  not 
believe  it  can  come  at  the  present  time  from  any  better  organization 
than  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  national 
associations  do  not  meet  until  well  on  in  the  summer,  and  as  from 
the  communication  from  the  Carnegie  Institution  we  learn  that  they 
are  making  plans  to  be  presented  early  in  the  autumn,  I  think  this  is 
the  time  to  press  our  claims  while  their  plans  are  yet  in  a  formative 
state. 

The  President.  If  you  have  a  motion  to  make  in  this  connec- 
tion, the  chair  would  suggest  that  it  be  put  in  writing,  so  that  it 
may  come  up  for  action  at  this  or  tlie  next  session. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  After  consultation  with  Dr.  Hatch  we  will  formu- 
late a  resolution,  and  have  it  presented  later  in  the  meeting. 
.  Dr.  Carr.  I  was  very  much  impressed  with  the  paper  of  our 
Correspondent.  It  seems  to  me  if  we  had  something  tangible  to 
present,  to  show  that  we  were  doing  something,  it  would  have  a 
better  effect,  and  I  am  going  to  make  a  motion  that  we  raise  $1000 
in  this  society,  to  give  to  Dr.  Hatch  to  conduct  some  practical  in- 
vestigations. I  will  give  $100,  provided  the  rest  of  the  $1000  be 
raised. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  This  society  voted  some  money  that  was  never 
called  for,  and  now  the  society  has  none ;  I  hope  the  members  in- 
dividually have.  I  have  never  been  much  at  raising  money  myself, 
but  I  dislike  to  see  that  $100  of  Dr.  Carr  go  by,  and  I  am  afraid  it 
will  unless  we  act  at  once.  I  am  going  to  take  the  liberty  of  asking 
the  gentlemen  what  they  will  donate,  to  see  if  we  cannot  raise  the 
money  right  here. 

Within  a  few  minutes,  the  sum  of  $1005  was  raised,  the  follow- 
hig  gentlemen  contributing  as  stated : 

Donations  of  $100. — Wm.  Carr,  New  York;  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn;  John 
I.  Hart,  New  York ;  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Rochester. 
Donation  of  $50. — M.  L.  Rhein,  New  York. 
Donations  of  $23. — A.  C.  Rich.  Saratoga :  R.  Ottolengui,  New  York ;  S.  L. 
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Goldsmith,  New  York;  F.  W.  Keppy,  Brooklyn;  W.  A.  Campbell;  A.  M. 
Wright,  Troy;  W.  C.  Deane,  New  York. 

Donations  of  $io.—W,  A.  White.  Phelps;  F.  W.  Low,  Buffalo;  E.  Hillyer, 
Brooklyn;  J.  H.  Manning,  Brooklyn;  H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York;  S.  E.  Mc- 
Dougall ;  J.  Refsum ;  H.  C.  Ferris,  Brooklyn ;  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse ;  H.  B. 
Huver;  M.  B.  Ingalls;  F.  Messerschmitt ;  F.  French,  Rochester;  C.  D.  Ken- 
nedy; W.  J.  Turner,  Brooklyn;  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady;  A.  R.  Cook, 
Syracuse;  T.  H.  Foulds;  D.  H.  Young;  S.  Eschelman;  C.  F.  Ash,  Brooklyn; 
F.  L.  Ames,  Albany;  F.  P.  Hamlet,  Brooklyn;  B.  G.  Saunders;  W.  C.  Hep- 
bum;  C.  C.  Bachman;  C.  F.  Dubois,  New  York. 

Donations  of  ^5— B.  C.  Guile;  R.  G.  Hutchinson,  Brooklyn;  H.  Gould, 
Brooklyn;  G.  Sandhusen,  Brooklyn;  F.  C.  Royce;  W.  N.  Frazer;  L.  A. 
Demarest,  Glens  Falls;  G.  G.  Bums,  Rochester;  C.  W.  Stainton.  Buffalo; 
W.  D.  Tracy,  New  York;  B.  C  Nash,  New  York;  C.  M.  Dunn,  New  York; 
A.  L.  Swift,  New  York;  F.  M.  Willis;  F.  C.  Walker,  Brooklyn;  A.  P.  Buck- 
ley, Liberty ;  F.  L.  Fossume,  New  York ;  M.  Degenhart ;  A.  G.  Lansing ;  J.  C. 
Benz ;  S.  Slocum,  Oswego ;  F.  R.  Adams. 

Total,  $1005. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  Carr,  Dr.  Hatch  was  made  special  treasurer 
cf  this  fund. 

Dr.  Hatch  (in  closing  discussion).  To  say  that  I  am  gratified 
at  the  enthusiastic  reception  of  my  report  would  not  express  my 
feelings  upon  the  subject;  to  say  that  I  am  overwhelmed  would 
come  nearer  expressing  it.  This  action  upon  the  part  of  the  society 
and  its  individual  members  comes  like  a  thunderclap  out  of  a  clear 
sky,  and  for  the  moment  I  feel  dazed,  and  feel  like  asking  for  time 
to  think ;  in  fact,  I  propose  to  take  time,  in  order  to  make  the  most 
of  the  situation.  My  mind  is  perfectly  clear,  however,  on  two  or 
three  procedures  which  ought  to  be  consummated  at  once : 

First.  Let  us  not  lose  sight  of  the  main  issue,  which  is  to  get 
the  Carnegie  Institution  at  Washington,  D.  C,  to  include  our  pro- 
fession in  its  foundation  plan,  which  is  to  be  laid  in  the  autumn. 
The  matter  should  be  made  national  in  its  scope,  and  to  effect  this 
a  committee  should  be  sent  to  the  National  Society  to  secure  the 
support  of  this,  body  in  furthering  this  end. 

Second.  I  should  like  to  be  empowered  to  hold  in  reserve  the 
major  part  of  the  fund  which  has  been  raised,  pending  the  action  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Institution,  so  that  in  case 
we  should  be  asked  to  show  our  sincerity  and  earnestness  by  gfiving 
a  small  sum  to  secure  the  larger  grant,  the  fund  would  be  available 
for  thai  purpose. 
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Third.  Allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that  a  new  standing  com- 
mittee ^yill  be  created  in  this  society,  namely,  a  Committee  on 
Scientific  Work  and  Investigation,  and  that  the  funds  collected 
to-day  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a  permanent  fund  to  be  devoted  to 
the  purposes  of  scientific  investigation  and  research  work. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  In  regard  to  this  report  that  has  just  been  pre- 
sented, I  would  say  that  we  have  had  several  conferences  together, 
and  the  understanding  that  we  arrived  at  was  this :  that  some  of 
this  fund  should  be  used  at  once  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
original  research,  and  that  work  should  begin  now.  That  was 
primarily  what  this  amount  of  money  was  raised  for.  It  would 
not  necessarily  use  all  the  money  for  that  purpose ;  the  remainder 
would  be  kept  for  the  purpose  that  Dr.  Hatch  has  suggested,  prob- 
ably to  be  used  in  connection  with  this  Carnegie  Institution, — to 
show  we  had  raised  money  and  were  already  doing  work,  and  asked 
their  assistance. 

Another  point  is  this ;  that  this  piece  of  work  was  started  in  this 
society, — the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  While 
we  would  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  National  Association,  we 
would  not  be  lost  in  any  shuffle, — that  it  should  still  be  the  work 
of  New  York  State.  In  an  organization  as  large  as  the  National 
Association,  a  communication  from  this  body  on  this  subject  might 
be  lost  or  pocketed,  and  receive  no  response.  We  do  not  propose 
to  let  this  subject  drop  through  any  such  condition  of  affairs.  The 
intention  is  to  push  this  matter,  and  I  think  that  Dr.  Hatch  would 
like  to  have  an  advisory  committee  of  two  other  gentlemen  added 
to  the  committee  of  one,  for  the  furtherance  of  this  matter.  The 
appointment  of  a  committee  it  would  be  well  to  do  now. 

Dr.  BuRKHART.  I  move  that  Dr.  Carr  and  Dr.  Jarvie,  together 
with  Dr.  Hatch,  be  made  a  committee  for  the  carrying  out  of  this 
plan.     (Motion  carried.) 
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The  Comparative  Value  of  Ordinary  Seal- 
ings  for  Root-Canal  Dressing  as 
Excluders  of  Bacteria. 


By  a.  E.  WEBSTER,  M.D.,  D.D.S.,  L.D.S.,  Toronto.  Canada. 


IN  presenting  this  subject  I  wish  to  say  that  there  is  no  finality 
reached  nor  any  positive  conclusions  arrived  at.  It  is  simply 
a  report  of  progress  gathered  from  a  few  pages  of  my  experi- 
mental record-book. 

The  literature  of  the  profes3ion  has  but  very  little  to  say  about 
how  dressings  should  be  sealed  into  cavities  in  teeth,  or  what 
material  should  be  used.  The  fact  is  that  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
concerned  the  profession  very  much.  Dr.  Harlan  says  some  strong 
things  against  sandarac  and  cotton  in  his  lectures  to  the  students  of 
the  Chicago  College,  and  at  one  time  he  wrote  an  editorial  in  the 
Dental  Review  expressing  such  views.  He  recommends  cement  or 
gutta-percha  stopping,  while  others  with  equal  vehemence  proclaim 
the  virtues  of  sandarac  and  cotton.  Dr.  Head,  of  Philadelphia, 
recently  said  that  bacteria  would  pass  through  either  gutta-percha 
or  cement. 

In  the  Transactions  of  the  National  Dental  Association  for  1901, 
on  page  210,  appears  a  table  which  is  a  report  on  some  root-canal 
filling^  made  in  teeth  out  of  the  mouth.  In  the  table  appears  the 
statement  that  some  fillings  were  perfect  and  some  were  imperfect. 
The  manner  in  which  these  conclusions  were  arrived  at  is  not  stated, 
but  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  if  there  were  no  holes  in  the  fillings 
large  enough  to  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye  they  were  reported  as 
perfect. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  find  out  there  never  was  any  scien- 
tific reason  for  the  statements  just  quoted.    I  have  not  seen  a  report 
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of  any  experiments  which  proved  or  disproved  any  statement  that 
might  have  been  made  in  this  matter.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is 
that  each  dentist  uses  the  sealing  material  that  to  his  mind  suits  the 
purpose  for  which  he  puts  it  in.  Some  dentists'  only  reason  for 
putting  anything  into  a  cavity  in  a  pulpless  tooth  that  they  are  treat- 
ing is  to  keep  the  food  out  of  it,  so  they  fill  it  with  plain  cotton, 
while  others,  desiring  to  keep  the  saliva  out  as  well,  use  sandarac 
and  cotton ;  others,  again,  wish  to  keep  something  in  the  cavity  that 
they  have  placed  there,  and  exclude  everything  else,  so  they  use 
cement.  These  reasons  are  all  right  as  far  as  tliey  go,  but  why  treat 
a  tooth  at  all  if  it  be  not  the  intention  to  exclude  that  which  makes 
treating  a  necessity, — bacteria  ?  The  aim  of  the  surgeon  of  to-day 
is  asepsis  rather  than  antisepsis,  avoiding  infection  rather  than  dis- 
infecting, preventing  disease  rather  than  treating  it.  So  if  it  be  the 
intention, — and  it  ought  to  be,  except  in  certain  cases, — to  so  seal 
a  cavity  that  has  been  once  opened  for  treatment  as  to  absolutely 
prevent  anything  entering  it  from  the  oral  cavity  and  at  the  same 
time  to  keep  a  treatment  in  the  cavity,  the  sealing  must  be  fairly 
firm,  non-contracting,  and  impermeable  to  everything  that  may  be 
found  free  in  the  oral  cavity. 

Assuming,  then,  that  it  is  desirable  and  sometimes  necessary  to 
temporarily  seal  a  cavity  in  a  tooth  so  that  it  may  not  become  in- 
fected from  the  oral  cavity,  the  question  immediately  arises,  How 
shall  this  be  accomplished,  and  what  is  the  best  material  to  use.'* 
There  are  so  many  complicating  conditions  in  the  mouth  that  the 
value  of  the  sealings  to  resist  the  passage  of  bacteria  must  be  tested 
in  the  laboratory.  To  do  this  in  the  laboratory  the  conditions  must 
be  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  as  exist  in  the  mouth. 

Glass  tubes,  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  bore  and  two  inches  long, 
closed  at  one  end  and  with  a  slight  constriction  about  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  from  the  other,  were  filled  with  bouillon  or  beef  broth  up  to 
the  constriction  and  the  open  ends  plugged  with  cotton.  These  were 
sterilized  on  three  consecutive  days.  The  cotton  plug  was  then 
removed  and  the  sealing  or  temporary  filling  put  in  the  end  of  the 
tube,  using  ordinary  care  and  cleanliness.  The  tubes  were  im- 
mediately immersed  in  a  beaker  of  freshly  collected  saliva  and 
placed  in  the  incubator.  At  the  periods  specified  in  the  following 
table  the  tubes  were  taken  from  the  saliva  and  washed  off,  slightly 
nicked  just  at  the  neck  with  a  file,  and  broken  across,  exposing  the 
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bouillon,  three  loopfuls  of  which  were  conducted  and  spread  on  a 
slant  of  agar-agar.  This  slant  was  placed  in  the  incubator  and 
afterward  examined,  and  if  a  growth  appeared  a  stained  section 
was  made. 

After  many  infections  occurred  it  became  necessary  to  show  that 
the  organisms  did  actually  penetrate  from  the  saliva  through  the 
sealing  to  the  bouillon  in  the  tube,  and  did  not  come  from  an  in- 
fection from  the  filling  material  or  from  faulty  technique.  This 
was  demonstrated  in  two  ways : 

First :  An  organism  that  occurs  in  about  9  per  cent,  of  all  saliva 
and  turns  the  media  green  (called  Bacillus  pyocyanetis)  was  isolated 
and  identified  in  the  beaker  of  saliva,  and  also  isolated  and  identi- 
fied from  the  bouillon  in  the  tube. 

Second :  What  is  known  as  a  control  tube  was  kept,  this  being  a 
tube  carried  through  the  regular  process  just  as  the  rest,  but  not 
immersed  in  the  saliva.    In  no  case  was  the  control  tube  infected. 

All  the  tubes  marked  series  A  were  put  into  the  same  beaker  of 
saliva  and  carried  through  under  the  same  conditions,  and  so  with 
series  B,  C,  etc. 

Gutta-percha. 

Series  A. 
Four  tubes  put  into  saliva. 

!n  24  hours  4  tubes  tested.    All  infected. 

Series  B. 
Four  tubes  put  into  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     Both  infected. 

"  48     **      2    " 
Saliva  turned  green  and  had  a  sweet  clover  odor.    The  slants  had  same 

characteristics. 

Series  C, 
Ten  tubes  put  into  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.     All  infected. 

"  48     "      3    "  "  "  "        Media  green. 

"  72     "      4    " 

Series  D, 

Ten  tubes  put  into  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     Both  infected. 

..  48     "      2    " 

"  72     "      6    "  '*  All 

Temporary  Stopping. 

Series  A. 
Four  tubes  put  into  saliva. 

In  24  hours  4  tubes  tested.     All  infected. 
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Series  B, 
Four  tubes  put  into  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.    Both  infected. 
"  48     "      2    "         "  "         " 

Series  C 
Ten  tubes  put  into  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.     All  infected. 
"  48     "      3    " 
«  72     **      4    "  '*  **  " 

Series  D, 
Ten  tubes  put  into  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     Both  infected. 

"  72     "      6    "         "         All 

OXYPHOSPHATE. 

Series  A. 
"Ames."     Four  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  4  tubes  tested.    All  infected. 

Series  B. 
"Ash."    Four  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     Both  infected. 

"  48     "      2    " 
"Weston."    Two  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     Both  infected. 

Series  C. 
"Ash."     Ten  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.     All  infected. 

"  48  ••   3  " 
"  72  "   4  " 

"Weston."     Ten  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.    All  infected. 
.  48     "      3    *• 
u  72     **      4    '* 

Series  D. 

"Ash."     Ten  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     Both  infected. 
M  ^8     "      2    *•  "  "  " 

u  72     -      6    "  "  All 

"Weston."     Ten  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     Both  infected. 

"  48     -      2    " 

"  72     "      6    "  "  All 
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Plain  Cotton. 

Series  A, 
Four  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  4  tubes  tested.     All  infected. 

Series  B. 
Three  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.     All  infected. 

Sandarac  and  Cotton. 

Series  A. 
Four  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.     All  infected. 
"  48     "       I  tube       "  Infected. 

Series  B. 
Four  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.     All  infected. 
"  48     "       I  tube      **  Infected. 

Benzo  Balsam,  Varnish  and  Cotton. 

Series  A. 
Four  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     Both  infected. 

OXYCHLORID    (**AmES"). 

Series  A. 
Four  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  broken,  other  not  infected. 

Series  B. 
Four  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  i  tube  tested.     No  infection. 

U     ^g  ..  J         u 

(Other  two  broken.) 

Series  C. 
Five  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  i  tube  tested.     No  infection.  ^ 

'*  48     "       I     ** 
"     7  days     I     ** 
(Lost  track  of  2  tubes.) 

Series  D. 
Five  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  2  tubes  tested.     No  infection. 
"  48     "       I  tube 

u    72        "  I       " 

(One  tube  broken.) 
In  a  series  not  here  reported  there  was  no  infection  up  to  sixteen  days. 
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Sterile  Vaseline,  Cotton  and  then  Cement  (**Ash"). 

Series  A. 
Ten  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.     Not  infected. 
"  48     "      2    "  '*  Both      " 

"  72     "      5    "  "         All 

Series  B. 
Five  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  i  tube  tested.     Infected. 

"  48     "      4  tubes    "  All  infected. 

Series  C. 
Five  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  3  tubes  tested.     No  infection. 
"  48     "      2    "  "  Both  infected. 

Series  D. 
Five  tubes  put  in  saliva. 

In  24  hours  i  tube  tested.     No  infection. 

**  48     "      I     "  '*         Infected. 

"  72     "      3   tubes   "         .All  infected. 

The  experiments  here  reported  do  not  represent  all  that  has  been 
done  by  any  means.  In  some  cases  only  a  few  experiments  are  re- 
ported as  having  been  made  as  in  plain  cotton,  but  a  great  number 
have  been  made.  Many  tests  of  filling  materials  and  root-canal 
fillings  have  also  been  made,  but  no  tests  as  to  the  relative  perme- 
ating power  of  different  bacteria  have  yet  been  undertaken. 

Before  closing  I  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Garnet  Trewin,  demonstrator 
in  the  Royal  College  of  Dental  Surgeons,  for  very  valuable  assist- 
ance in  carrying  out  these  experiments. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Head.  I  notice  that  in  each  series  it  seems  the  oxychlorid 
tubes  were  broken.    Why  were  those  tubes  broken  ? 

Dr.  Webster.  When  they  came  out  of  the  saliva,  the  whole 
top  of  the  tube  was  shattered  and  broken  to  pieces,  so  that  they 
leaked. 

Dr.  Head.     Was  it  from  the  heating? 

Dr.  Webster.  I  think  from  the  swelling  of  the  oxychlorid. 
That  is  only  my  surmise. 

Dr.  Freeman.     What  temperature  were  these  taken  in? 

Dr.  Webster.     The  regular  bodily  temperature,  98.4"*  F. 
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Dr.  Rhein.    I  feel  we  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  so 
scientific  a  paper  presented  before  us  at  this  session,  especially  as 
Professor  Webster  has  gone  into  the  subject  with  so  much  clear- 
ness and  detail,  and  evidently  with  the  intention  of  following  it  to 
its  legitimate  conclusion.     Very  likely  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
are  a  surprise  to  most  of  us.    It  is  very  essential  that  any  work  of 
this  kind  should  be  substantiated  and  corroborated  by  work  done  by 
other  men  under  similar  circumstances.     It  is  important  for  us  to 
know  exactly  the  materials  which  the  doctor  has  used.    There  are  a 
number  of  us  who  would  q^uestion  the  permeability  of  some  of  the 
filling  materials  used  for  stopping  purposes,  and  it  is  impossible 
from  the  paper  to  be  certain  as  to  the  materials  that  have  been  used. 
The  possibility  of  osmotic  action  in  a  large  number  af  filling  mate- 
rials is  well  known,  and  I  think  there  is  but  little  question  that  the 
large  majority  of  stoppings  do  leak.     It  seems  from  a  cursory 
glance  over  the  results  given  to  us  in  this  paper,  that  the  germicidal 
qualities  of  the  oxychlorid  of  zinc  were  powerful  enough  to  prevent 
bacteria  from  entering  where  that  was  used.    Many  of  us  have  used 
stoppings  in  pulpless  teeth  for  many  years,  and  have  felt  positive 
that  the  patients  have  had  neither  trouble  nor  painful  effects  from 
the  intrusion  of  bacterial  influence,  and  when  the  stopping  was  re- 
moved, so  far  as  the  naked  eye  was  concerned,  the  canal  and  pulp- 
chamber  were   as  clean  as   when   the   stopping  was  introduced. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  chemical  laboratory  research  and  clinical 
experience  are  often  at  loggerheads  when  it  comes  to  the  practical 
demonstration  of  operative  work.    We  have  found  this  out  in  the 
past,  and  it  does  seem,  as  far  as  the  doctor's  experiments  have 
gone,  as  though  there  is  some  such  controversy  in  the  present 
matter.    Personally,  the  work  of  the  essayist  is  extremely  pleasing 
to  me,  and  nothing  would  be  more  gratifying  than  to  have  Professor 
Webster  bring  us  next  year  the  continuation  of  the  line  of  work 
which  he  has  so  ably  presented  to  us  to-day.    I  believe  the  publica- 
tion of  this  article  will  result  in  similar  tests  being  made  by  other 
men,  so  that  we  would  be  in  a  position  next  year  to  either  corrobo- 
rate the  work  as  presented  to  us,  or  disprove  it.     It  is  impossible 
to  enter  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  this  interesting  question  until 
we  have  gone  more  thoroughly  into  the  subject. 

Dr.  Head.    This  paper  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  to  which 
I  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  listening.    It  is  perhaps  a  personal  ques- 
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tion  with  me,  because  at  one  time  in  my  dental  experience  I  car- 
ried out  some  such  experiments  myself,  and  while  they  were  not 
done  with  the  nicety  and  precision  that  Dr.  Webster's  have  been^ 
they  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely,  corroborated  what  he  as- 
serts. 

When  we  say  that  clinical  experience  is  at  variance  with  labora- 
tory work,  we  must  be  extremely  cautious  as  to  what  we  mean 
by  those  terms.  Because  Dr.  Webster  has  proved  that  gutta- 
percha leaks,  does  that  of  necessity  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  gutta-perclia  is  not  a  good  tooth-filling?  We  must  remem- 
ber that  bacteria  in  themselves  may  not  be  dangerous.  It  is  the 
conditions  under  which  they  are  present,  and  the  amount  of  food 
they  have  to  work  upon.  We  all  recognize  that  with  gutta-percha 
in  itself,  when  bacteria  penetrate  between  the  gutta-percha  and  the 
walls  of  the  tooth,  it  is  like  an  army  sent  into  the  desert  without 
its  commissary.  I  am  actually  convinced  of  the  accuracy  of  this 
work  from  my  own  previous  work.  I  have  made  cones  of  oxyphos- 
phate  of  zinc,  and  sterilized  them;  they  were  hollow  in  the  center; 
I  dipped  them  in  bouillon  swarming  with  bacteria,  and  in  ten 
minutes  I  opened  them  and  found  that  bacteria  had  penetrated 
within.  At  the  end  of  a  day,  again  and  again,  I  have  opened  them 
and  found  bacteria  present  within  the  cavities. 

In  answer-to  a  question  that  was  asked.  Why  are  the  cones  made 
hollow?  I  would  say:  They  were  made  on  cones  of  paper.  First 
there  was  made  a  cone  of  paper,  then  the  outside  of  that  cone  was 
covered  with  the  oxyphosphate  of  zinc ;  while  this  was  still  plastic  a 
bit  of  oxyphosphate  of  zinc  was  prepared  and  the  cone  set  upon  it, 
thus  having  the  inside  of  the  cone  oxyphosphate  of  zinc  and  paper, 
but  the  bottom  oxyphosphate  only.  When  this  was  made  perfectly 
sterile,  as  I  said,  and  examined  as  well  as  could  be  to  see  that  no 
apertures  were  there,  they  were  placed  in  a  bath  of  bouillon  with 
the  result  I  mentioned. 

Concerning  the  gutta-percha,  I  think  any  one  of  us  can  make  a 
rough  test  of  the  doctor's  experiments  by  taking  an  ordinary  cavity, 
packing  it  carefully  with  the  ordinary  gutta-percha  base  plate,  and 
dropping  it  in  red  aniline  ink.  You  will  find  that  in  five  minutes 
the  ink  will  have  penetrated.  This  only  goes  to  prove  that  a  leaky 
filling  does  not  necessarily  mean  a  bad  filling.  It  is  always  a  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  bacteria  leak  in  such  a  way  as  to  carry  on 
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their  growth  and  operations  of  destruction  against  the  tooth-struc- 
ture. 

One  further  point  I  would  like  to  make,  that  is  not  at  all  in  the 
form  of  a  criticism;  it  is,  however,  a  slight  suggestion.  Some 
fifteen  years  ago  I  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  use  of  cosmolin 
and  cotton  for  a  root-dressing,  and  I  did  find  it  very  valuable  for 
keeping  the  bacteria  out;  but  I  found  the  cosmolin  had  an  un- 
pleasant way  of  turning  the  tooth- structure  a  greasy  green.  While 
this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  doctor's  experiments,  I  only  would 
advise  the  members  that,  in  their  zeal  for  finding  canal-stoppings, 
they  should  avoid  that  material. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ.  I  was  much  pleased  to  see  this  paper  discussed 
in  such  a  manner.  The  statement  that  gutta-percha,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  leaky,  is  not  valueless  is  undoubtedly  correct.  The 
main  question,  in  my  estimation,  is  this :  Do  we  get  bacterial  infec- 
tion through  the  dentinal  tubuli  after  we  have  thoroughly  sterilized 
our  pulp-canal  and  are  supposed  to  have  thoroughly  sterilized  our 
dentinal  tubuli?  If,  later  on,  infection  takes  place  and  shows  itself 
as  a  peridental  inflammation,  do  we  get  it  through  the  dentinal 
tubuli,  or  owing  to  the  fact  that  some  bacteria  have  remained  dor- 
mant in  the  apical  space  ?  As  long  as  it  cannot  be  proved  that  we 
are  getting  our  infection  through  the  tubuli,  it  is  of  little  conse- 
quence whether  the  root-filling  is  strongly  antiseptic  6r  is  neutral. 
If  antiseptic,  it  may  not  prevent  the  bacteria  which  are  in  the  apical 
space,  and  which  may  have  remained  dormant  for  a  time,  from 
developing  later,  owing  to  some  other  disturbance,  and  manifesting 
themselves  in  peridental  inflammation.  That  is  a  vital  question, 
upon  which  the  relative  value  of  the  antiseptic  quality  of  any  root- 
filling  material  depends. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  As  Professor  Webster  has  informed  us  that 
this  is  a  preliminary  report,  I  would  like  to  touch  on  a  matter  with 
the  possibility  that  it  may  suggest  a  little  different  line  of  experi- 
mentation. I  heard  Dr.  Head's  theory  as  to  why  these  tubes  which 
seemed  to  be  bringing  out  the  best  results  were  so  often  reported 
broken,  and  I  venture  the  suggestion  that  it  might  be  the  expansion 
of  the  oxychlorid.  That  is  a  point  which  requires  to  be  investigated, 
for  this  reason :  Whilst  it  may  be  true  that  these  materials  them- 
selves permit  the  ingress  of  bacteria  through  their  substance,  we 
can  readily  believe  that  bacteria  which  could  pass  through  the 
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substance  of  the  material  would  more  readily  pass  between  the 
material  itself  and  the  cavity ;  that  is  to  say,  the  source  of  ingress 
may  more  naturally  be  along  the  alleged  contact  between  the  ma- 
terial and  the  wall.  If  it  be  true  that  the  oxychlorid  expands,  even 
to  the  extent  of  going  beyond  the  resisting  power  of  the  glass,  then 
it  would  seem  possible,  granting  this  body  itself  to  be  impermeable, 
that  it  has  stopped  the  ingress,  because  it  has  made  a  better  joint. 
This  would  not  be  so  apt  to  succeed  in  the  mouth,  because  only  in 
a  very  few  instances  is  the  filling  material  surrounded  by  confining 
walls.  With  materials  which  shrink  or  expand  in  the  course  of 
chemical  change  of  this  character,  the  expansion  or  contraction 
can  be  controlled  to  some  extent  by  resisting  walls.  For  example, 
if  a  body  of  this  material  would  expand  unrestrained  in  all  direc- 
tions, it  would  expand  with  equal  force  in  all  directions,  but  if  con- 
fined on  three  sides  only,  as  for  instance  in  an  approximal  cavity,  I 
do  not  believe  the  expansion  would  cause  a  tightness  of  the  joint, 
but  would  go  toward  the  unrestrained  side.  Without  restraint  it 
expands  in  such  a  way,  where  with  restraint  it  does  not.  Experi- 
ments similar  to  those  reported  by  Dr.  Head  should  be  carried  on 
to  see  what  the  permeability  of  these  materials  is,  and  whether  the 
test  fluids  pass  through  the  joint.  If  through  the  joint,  we  are 
no  better  off  than  we  were  before. 

Dr.  Ames,  Chicago.  I  am  very  much  pleased  that  Dr.  Webster 
has  gone  so  far  as  he  has  in  this  subject,  and  am  glad  to  hear  him 
say  he  is  going  farther,  because,  as  the  last  speaker  has  said,  I  think 
some  methods  might  be  brought  into  his  work  which  would  make 
the  results  more  conclusive  along  this  same  line.  If  Dr.  Webster 
had  stained  this  saliva  perceptibly,  with  something  not  a  germicide, 
so  that  after  breaking  the  tube  he  could  also  have  opened  the  mass 
of  stopping  to  find  whether  or  not  there  had  been  a  permeation  by 
the  stain,  he  would  have  known  whether  the  leakage  occurred  be- 
cause of  an  imperfect  adaptation  of  the  stopping  to  the  wall  of  the 
tube,  or  through  the  mass  itself.  From  some  of  the  materials  used, 
I  have  no  doubt  there  was  a  permeation  of  the  mass  itself.  With 
some  other  materials.  I  would  like  to  know  and  to  have  Dr.  Webster 
ascertain  whether  it  was  really  a  leakage  of  the  mass  itself,  or  a 
passage  along  the  wall.  I  know  that  with  amalgam  experiments 
of  shrinkage  and  expansion,  glass  is  an  unsatisfactory  material 
for  the  tube,  because  there  is  so  apt  to  be  an  expansion  or  contrac- 
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tion  of  the  tube  itself,  which  throws  you  off  from  the  result, — so 
much  so  that  steel  tubes  have  been  adopted  for  cement  and  amalgam 
experiments.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  breakage  of  the 
tubes  came  from  an  expansion.  I  also  believe  the  oxychlorid  is 
apt  to  be  the  most  impervious  cement  we  have,  much  more  so  of 
itself  than  most  of  the  oxyphosphates ;  yet,  with  all  this,  is  it 
essential  that  we  have  an  absolutely  impervious  material  for  sealing 
medicaments,  since  we  have  germicides  which  will  remain  potent 
for  a  very  much  longer  time  than  we  care  to  have  them  sealed 
within  a  tooth?  If  we  have  a  germicide  of  which  we  can  use  a  cer- 
tain quantity,  and  have  it  remain  potent  for  many  more  days  than 
we  actually  wish,  does  it  matter  greatly  whether  we  use  a  material 
slightly  faulty  for  the  sealing? 

But  the  result  of  Dr.  Webster's  experiments,  if  he  can  arrive 
at  some  definite  conclusion,  it  seems  to  me,  would  give  us  a  clue  as 
to  the  very  best  root-filling  material. 

Dr.  Leroy.  Is  it  not  possible  that  upon  the  cooling  of  the  gutta- 
percha there  would  naturally  be  contraction, — a  space?  Also  with 
the  other  filling  materials.  Contraction  might  be  true  of  the  phos- 
phates under  given  conditions,  the  result  being  that  upon  their 
hardening  there  would  be  a  shrinkage. 

As  to  the  filling  with  cotton  and  sandarac,  there  occurs  evapora- 
tion of  one  of  the  ingredients, — the  alcohol, — which  leaves  a  porous 
filling  material  very  readily  permeable  by  saliva  or  a  stain.  If  the 
doctor  experimented  with  gutta-percha  dissolved  in  the  essential 
oils,  or  in  chloroform,  then  eucalyptus  oil,  oil  of  cajuput,  or  the 
other  essential  oils  added,  I  am  of  opinion  they  would  rather  hinder 
the  passage  of  germs  along  the  side  of  the  canal,  whether  dental  or 
experimental  instrument. 

Dr.  Webster.  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  kindly  manner 
in  which  my  paper  has  been  discussed,  and  I  am  also  pleased  with 
the  criticisms  and  suggestions,  because  they  will  tend  to  bring  out 
the  truth. 

It  is  objected  that  these  experiments  are  not  made  under  similar 
conditions  to  tho«e  existing  in  the  mouth.  Quite  true,  the  fillings 
were  not  put  into  teeth  in  the  mouth,  but  the  essential  conditions 
are  very  similar.  The  intention  was  to  put  in  these  fillings  in  about 
the  manner  in  which  ordinary  dressings  are  sealed  in  practice.  It 
was  not  the  aim  to  put  in  permanent  fillings  or  to  make  root-fillings, 
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although  a  good  number  of  those  were  done,  and  will  be  reported  at 
some  future  time.  The  temperature  of  the  materials,  the  filling^, 
the  cavities,  and  the  saliva  were  as  much  like  those  met  with  in 
general  practice  as  it  is  possible  to  have  them,  out  of  the  mouth. 

The  discussion  seemed  to  be  largely  as  to  whether  bacteria  would 
pass  through  gutta-percha  or  not.  The  fact  is,  these  experiments 
throw  no  light  upon  that  point ;  they  may  or  may  not  do  so.  Nor 
do  they  show  that  bacteria  pass  through  between  the  glass  tube 
and  the  gutta-percha.  Either  one  or  both  surely  happens,  however. 
It  is  said,  if  the  gutta-percha  is  put  into  the  tube  hot,  that  on  con- 
tracting a  space  will  be  left  around  it  where  leakage  may  occur; 
but  the  glass  tube  will  also  contract,  as  it  certainly  becomes  of  the 
same  temperature  as  the  gutta-percha,  which  is  not  the  case  with 
a  tooth  in  the  mouth.  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  that  it  is  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  put  a  good  gutta-percha  filling  in  glass  tube, 
nor  do  I  think  it  is  any  easier  in  a  tooth.  It  must  be  kneaded  until 
it  is  of  the  same  temperature  as  the  body. 

After  making  hundreds  of  experimental  gutta-percha  root-canal 
fillings  I  conclude  that  the  orthodox  method  of  chloro-percha  and 
gutta-percha  cones,  well  pressed  home,  is  much  better  than  pure 
gutta-percha.  My  recent  experiments  in  bacteriological  tests  only 
corroborate  work  previously  done  with  red-ink  tests.  I  used  to 
think  that  a  root-canal  filling  made  of  pure  g^tta-percha  was  better 
than  one  containing  any  material  which  might  evaporate,  but  I 
do  not  now  think  so.    The  chloro-percha  is  an  advantage. 

I  am  glad  that  Dr.  Head  has  called  attention  to  the  bad  effects 
of  using  vaselin  in  pulpless  teeth.  I  have  never  used  it  to  any  ex- 
tent except  in  the  laboratory. 
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"Extension  for  Prevention.' 


By  R.  H.  HOFHEINZ,  D.D.S.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


SEVERAL  decades  ago  Drs.  Vamey  and  Webb  practiced  and 
taught  what  Dr.  Black  has  so  happily  termed  "extension  for 
prevention."  Dr.  Black  has  never  claimed  the  originating 
of  this  method,  of  which  Dr.  Webb  says,  in  his  chapter  on  Con- 
touring: "In  the  preparation  of  a  cavity  within  the  approximal 
walls  of  enamel  of  a  bicuspid  or  molar,  enough  of  the  tissue  toward 
the  buccal,  palatal,  or  lingual  wall  must  be  cut  away  to  free  the 
edges,  thus  enabling  the  operator  to  so  restore  the  contour  of  the 
parts  and  so  finish  the  filling  as  to  keep  the  margins  of  enamel  from 
contact  with  the  tooth  adjoining." 

Some  of  his  able  but  over-enthusiastic  followers  have  forgotten 
this  immortal  chapter  in  dental  history,  to  which  Dr.  Rhein  called 
attention  in  discussing  Dr.  Ottolengui's  paper  at  Brooklyn.  Dr. 
Webb,  however,  applied  this  theory  to  contour  work  only.  He 
took  the  same  infinite  pains  to  fill  a  one-  or  two-millimeter  cavity 
on  an  approximal  surface  of  a  bicuspid  or  molar  that  he  bestowed 
upon  the  large  contour  fillings. 

Drs.  Webb  and  Varney  recognized  the  mechanical  and  chemical 
necessity  of  excavating  in  such  cases  to  the  utmost  limit.  Dr.  Black, 
with  his  microscopic  vision  and  scientific  mind,  has  applied  the 
theory  to  approximal  cavities  of  minor  size.  He  has,  however, 
nowhere  requested  us  to  cut  a  cavity  of  one  or  two  millimeters  into 
one  of  five  or  six,  to  prevent  recurrence  of  decay,  regardless  of  con- 
ditions, as  some  of  his  followers  have  done.  He  has  nowhere  recom- 
mended,  as  he  himself  says,  "the  cutting  away  of  teeth  to  any  such 
extent,  except  in  cases  where  the  burrowing  of  neglected  decay  has 
removed  the  supporting  dentin  and  weakened  the  enamel,  and  this, 
together  with  imperfect  closure  of  developmental  grooves,  has 
rendered  them  especially  unsafe." 
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What  is  "extension  for  prevention"?  The  extension  of  cavity 
margins  toward  the  areas  that  are  self-cleansing  or  are  protected  by 
gum  tissue. 

Are  all  areas  which  are  self-cleansing  absolutely  immune  against 
decay?  No.  Why  should  we  have  labial,  buccal,  and  numerous 
lingual  cavities,  if  immunity  were  absolutely  certain  upon  these  sur- 
faces? To  call  any  of  these  surfaces  immune  seems  to  me,  at  least, 
a  doubtful  application  of  the  term.  The  immunity  is  always  rela- 
tive, the  same  as  is  the  permanence  of  any  dental  operation.  The 
question  of  acid  production  by  bacteria  in  situ,  "bacterial  plaques," 
as  the  only  factors  of  enamel  decay,  is  not  settled.  (Miller,  Dental 
Cosmos,  1902,  p.  426.)  I  must  confess  that  I  have  not  seen  decay 
under  healthy  gum  tissue.  Others  claim  that  they  have  even  ob- 
served it  there,  which  would  leave  us  no  surface  of  immunity. 

I  saw  a  patient  a  few  weeks  ago  for  whom  I  filled  a  distal  ap- 
proximal  cavity  in  a  first  bicuspid  fourteen  years  ago,  according  to 
the  record  [passing  models].  The  dimensions  of  the  filling  were, 
as  nearly  as  I  could  measure,  in  the  mouth,  two  and  one-half 
millimeters  bucco-lingual,  three  millimeters  occluso-gingival.  The 
distance  between  the  gingival  margin  of  the  filling  and  the  gingival 
maigin  of  the  tooth  was  about  two  millimeters.  The  second 
bicuspid,  when  I  saw  the  patient,  was  largely  decayed,  a  thin  buccal 
and  lingual  wall  remaining,  with  pulp  nearly  exposed.  It  must  have 
required  from  one  to  three  years,  at  least,  for  that  amount  of  decay 
to  take  place.  After  excavating  this  tooth  I  carefully  inspected  the 
filled  tooth,  and  it  showed  not  a  trace  of  recurrence  of  decay,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  not  self-cleansing,  living  as  it  was  in 
the  most  dangerous  surroundings  possible  for  enamel.  Why  has 
this  filling  lasted,  when  others  of  the  same  size,  under  much  more 
favorable  surroundings,  have  failed  ? 

It  was  not  upon  an  immune  area;  it  was  surrounded  by  de- 
structive influences  and  conditions,  yet  it  could  not  have  been  better 
preserved  under  any  circumstances.  It  is  one  of  the  many  instances 
that  comes  under  our  daily  observation.  What  does  this  prove? 
An  extraordinary  piece  of  operative  dentistry  ?  A  surface  free  from 
deleterious  contact?  No.  It  has  shown  an  immune  surface  under 
the  most  disadvantageous  conditions;  it  has  shown  that  immunity 
is  anywhere  possible  in  some  mouths,  while  others  present  no  sur- 
faces of  immunity  anywhere. 
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There  can  be  no  question  in  the  mind  of  any  intelligent  and 
observing  operator  that  the  large  approximal  gold  fillings  have  a 
greater  longevity  than  the  smaller  ones  under  precisely  the  same 
conditions.  What  remains  for  us  to  definitely  decide,  when  a  case 
presents  itself,  is  this :  How  much  extension  for  prevention  is  justi- 
fied ? — how  much  must  we  cut  for  the  real  benefit  of  the  tooth,  how 
much  for  theory? 

To  extend  the  smallest,  say  one  millimeter,  cavity  into  one  of 
seven  by  five,  gingivally  (bicuspids),  in  all  cases,  would  mean  the 
sacrifice  in  dentistry  of  conservatism,  which,  to  say  the  least,  is  the 
foundation  of  real  and  sound  progress. 

If  this  be  meant  by  extension,  why  should  we  not  anticipate  the 
possibility  of  decay  and  fill  all  surfaces  exposed  most  readily  to  de- 
cay, before  it  has  taken  place?  Why  should  we  not  term  that  ''pre- 
vention from  extension,"  and  base  the  future  of  operative  dentistry 
upon  that  pinnacle  of  radicalism.  There  is  but  a  slight  difference 
between  the  one  and  the  other. 

We  must  not  forget  that  sound  teeth,  of  good  structure,  are 
certainly  better  than  the  same  teeth  filled.  A  small  approximal 
cavity,  well  filled,  is  about  equal  to  the  sound  tooth,  unfilled;  the 
chances  for  recurrence  of  decay  are  not  necessarily  greater  than 
they  were  primarily. 

The  question  of  extension  for  prevention  has  numerous  stand- 
points from  which  it  must  be  intelligently  considered : 

(i)  Environments,  with  special  reference  to  the  chemical  com- 
position of  the  oral  fluids. 

(2)  Age  of  the  patient. 

(3)  Prophylaxis. 

(4)  The  enamel  rods  and  their  relation  to  the  cavity  margins 

(5)  Esthetics. 

1.  The  oral  fluids.  If  on  proper  examination  the  oral  fluids  show 
a  preponderance  of  acidity,  it  is  my  belief  that  gold  fillings  are  en- 
tirely contra-indicated.  A  mouth  of  such  abnormal  physiological 
presentation  should  never  have  its  teeth  filled  with  gold,  least  of  all 
with  large,  laborious,  expensive,  and  showy  fillings.  Such  mouths 
are  only  fit  to  receive  plastic  fillings,  until  the  environments  have 
changed. 

2.  Age  of  the  patient  must  dictate,  very  much,  whether  an  ex- 
tensive amount  of  excavation  should  be  made  beyond  the  normal 
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decay.  It  is  most  essential  in  youth,  and  yet  there  are  numerous 
arguments  that  speak  against  it,  particularly  the  one  of  esthetics, 
which  we  will  consider  later.  The  relative  proportion  of  organic 
matter  makes  the  tooth  less  safe  for  extensive  gold  work  than  in  the 
adult.  The  question  of  greater  susceptibility  and  greater  con- 
ductivity places  a  decided  limitation  on  extension. 

3.  Prophylaxis,  Two  questions  we  must  ask  ourselves  in  con- 
nection with  this:  (i)  Has  a  mouth  which  is  not  kept  properly 
clean,  any  self-cleansing  surfaces?  (2)  In  a  mouth  kept  properly 
clean,  will  a  smaller  filling  not  last  equally  as  well  as  one  cut  to  the 
utmost  extreme? 

Distinctly  developed  cavities  upon  approximal  surfaces  have  been 
kept  from  further  developments  of  decay,  in  many  instances,  by 
proper  prophylaxis ;  why  not  well-placed  fillings  of  moderate  size  ? 

Is  it  not  more  scientific  to  teach  our  patients  the  imperative  neces- 
sity of  keeping  their  teeth  scrupulously  clean,  than  to  g^ve  them  a 
piece  of  operative  work,  with  the  tacit  understanding  of  its  infalli- 
bility? 

4.  The  question  of  enamel  rods  in  relation  to  extension  for  pre- 
vention has  not  been  very  thoroughly  discussed  as  yet.  Sylvester 
Moyer  (Dental  Cosmos,  1902,  p.  183),  read  an  able  paper  on  the 
subject. 

I  have  before  stated  that,  in  my  opinion,  sound  teeth  of  good 
structure  are  better  than  the  same  teeth  filled.  We  have,  as  a  rule, 
no  conception  of  the  amount  of  fractured  enamel  until  the  dam  is 
placed  and  the  tooth  assumes  a  degree  of  dryness,  or  when  grind- 
ing specimens  for  the  microscope.  These  fractures  are  always  more 
frequent  in  the  teeth  of  adults  than  in  youth. 

The  line  of  demarkation  in  fractured  enamel,  the  tooth  otherwise 
sound,  is  between  the  parts  marked  off  by  this  line  [demonstrating] , 
and  it  is  usually  at  this  place  where  incipient  decay  takes  place.  It 
is  this  very  line  which  predisposes  to  decay  in  an  otherwise  sound 
tooth ;  it  predisposes  to  a  recurrence  of  decay  in  filled  teeth.  This 
line  of  demarkation  is  between  tooth  and  fillings,  and  it  is  the  tooth 
that  fails  whether  the  cavity  be  limited  or  extended  for  prevention. 

No  matter  to  what  extent,  or  in  what  direction,  extension  be  made, 
no  man  is  able  to  assure  himself  that  he  has  not  in  such  extension 
invaded  imperfectly  calcified  districts  in  the  enamel, — districts  short 
of  lime  but  redundant  in  organic  matter;  districts  in  which  the 
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Fig.  I. 
Buccal. 


Distal. 
>fesial.    a 


Ling^ual. 

Upper  Bicuspid— Middle  of  Crown. 

a,  cavity  margin  supported  by  long^  rods.    ^,  cavity  marg^in  supported  by  small  peripheral  rods. 


Fig.  2. 
Labial. 


Distal. 
Mesial,    a 


Lingual.' 

Central  Incisor— Middle  of  Crown. 

a,  cavity  supported  by  long  rods,    b,  cavity  supported  by  small  peripheral  rods. 
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enamel  rods  stand  apart  in  places,  or  districts  where  the  supple- 
mental or  peripheral  rods  exist  in  preponderance.  We  know  that 
enamel  is  not  uniformly  distributed,  but  becomes  thinner  as  the 
neck  is  approached,  ending  at  the  cervix  in  a  fine  edge.  The  spaces 
between  the  outer  or  longer  fibers,  which  are  supported  by  the 
dentin,  are  filled  with  numerous  peripheral  rods,  which  extend  but 
a  short  distance  from  the  surface.  Approximal  surfaces  are  not 
always  convex,  but  often  plane,  which  changes  the  contact-point 
very  materially.  We  find  the  peripheral  enamel  rods  most  prevalent 
at  the  greatest  convexity  of  the  tooth,  though  they  are  found  on 
fiat  surfaces,  where,  however,  the  rods  are  more  liable  to  be  single. 
The  sharper  the  angle  the  greater  the  number  of  supplemental  or 
peripheral  rods. 

A  cavity  the  margins  of  which  depend  for  their  safety  upon  these 
short  rods  is  certainly  less  secure  than  one  dependent  upon  the  long 
rods,  which  are  strongly  supported  by  the  dentin.  A  filling  bucco- 
lingually  (bicuspid)  from  two  to  three  millimeters  in  size  would  be 
dependent  upon  the  long  rods,  whereas  beyond  that  measurement 
the  peripheral  rods  must  be  relied  upon  in  relation  to  the  convexity 
of  the  surface.  A  cavity  upon  the  approximal  surface  of  an  incisor, 
gingivo-labio-lingually,  of  the  size  of  one  to  two  and  one-half 
millimeters  would  be  dependent  upon  the  long  rods,  the  small  ones 
being  beyond  that  amount  of  extension. 

The  question  in  connection  with  this  fact  presents  itself  to  me 
thus:  How  much  will  the  self-cleansing  surface  overbalance  the 
insecurity  which  these  short  peripheral  rods  present  as  supporting- 
rods  of  the  cavity  margin?  The  extension  to  the  gum  line  meets 
with  a  similar  argument.  The  enamel, — the  great  support,  the  bul- 
wark against  decay  in  sound  teeth, — assumes  the  thinness  of  a 
knife's  edge  at  the  gingival  border.  Under  this  thin  enamel  is  the 
so-called  borderland  of  calcification.  A  gum  tissue,  ever  so  care- 
fully handled  during  the  operation  of  extending  beyond  it,  will  never 
adhere  to  any  filling  with  the  same  connective  tenacity  that  it  has 
shown  when  the  tooth  was  in  its  proper  physiological  relation  to 
that  tissue. 

5.  The  last  question  which  remains  for  consideration  is  that  of 
esthetics.  We  have  for  years  preached  that  law.  We  have  con- 
sidered as  the  greatest  compliment  to  our  operative  skill  the  hiding 
of  all  gold  fillings  in  anterior  teeth,  and  many  of  us  have  labored 
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most  successfully.  We  have  developed  the  art  of  porcelain  inlays  to 
its  present  perfection  as  a  natural  outgrowth  of  our  esthetic  con- 
ception. Are  we  now  to  cut  upon  visible  surfaces  because  they  are 
not  immune?  Are  we  now  to  sacrifice  that  high  ideal  of  beauty, 
*'mtact  nature,"  because  a  time  may  come  when  the  small  gold  filling 
has  to  be  removed  and  replaced  by  one  larger?  It  is  our  duty  as 
esthetic  operators  to  make  use  of  every  day  that  leaves  nature's 
grand  work  free  from  the  patchwork  of  human  hands. 

Time  has  not,  as  yet,  answered  the  question,  Which  of  the 
methods  will  save  a  tooth  the  longest, — filling,  repairing,  and  a  final 
refiiiiag?  or  the  extensive  cut  for  prevention  made  at  once,  when- 
ever a  cavity  of  any  size  presents  itself? 

If  the  latter  question  were  only  left  to  men  of  such  fine  dis- 
criminating qualities  as  Dr.  Black  possesses,  this  paper  would  have 
had  no  reason  for  existing.  When,  however,  some  of  our  friends 
demand  of  all  operators  extension  under  all  circumstances,  regard- 
less of  environment  and  all  other  conditions  enumerated,  it  is  time 
to  call  a  halt  and  specify  what  "extension  for  prevention"  should 
mean  in  a  conservative  practice.  Radicalism  has  never  been  in- 
tended by  Dr.  Black,  and  it  must  never  be  put  in  practice  by  any 
of  us. 

There  is  a  time  for  extension,  and  the  conditions  necessary  for 
that  must  be  carefully  studied.  There  is  a  time  for  good  old- 
fashioned  dentistry,  which  must  be  observed  with  equally  careful 
discrimination.  Any  one-sided  manner  of  performing  our  opera- 
tions is  apt  to  narrow  our  vision  and  deprive  us  of  that  broad  and 
comprehensive  intellectuality  which  is  so  essential  to  the  proper  and 
complete  performance  of  any  professional  duty. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  I  have  listened  to  this  paper  with  much  pleasure, 
as  I  know  all  of  you  have ;  and  yet  that  pleasure  is  somewhat  dimin- 
ished by  the  thought  that  it  so  nearly  echoes  my  own  feelings  on 
the  subject,  that  there  is  hardly  anything  for  me  to  say,  except 
"Amen."  The  paper  might  be  discussed  from  several  points  of 
view  and  perhaps  each  be  correct,  but  the  points  of  view  might  so 
diflfer  that  what  was  said  would  lead  a  listener  to  believe  that  those 
joining  in  the  discussion  held  diverse  views.  I  cannot  think  that 
intelligent  men  like  Black,  Wedelstaedt,  and  Johnson  are  as  radical 
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in  practice  as  one  might  infer  from  their  writings.  The  teeth  of  a 
delicate  child  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age  certainly  ought  not 
to  receive  the  same  treatment  as  the  teeth  of  a  person  of  fifty  years^ 
whose  teeth  are  of  dense  structure  and  whose  muscles  are  firm. 
The  child  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  the  great  strain  upon  both 
nerves  and  physique  necessary  to  perform  an  operation  that  to  an 
older  person  would  be  no  strain  at  all ;  and  so  it  is  unwise  to  lay 
down  laws  and  say  they  shall  be  followed  in  all  cases  or  even  in  a 
majority  of  cases.  Undoubtedly  perfectly  finished  fillings  under 
the  free  margin  of  the  gum  are  almost  immune  from  the  influence 
of  bacteria;  but  it  is  not  wise,  nor  is  it  possible  to  subject  some 
patients  to  the  strain  necessary  to  make  perfect  fillings  or  obtain 
perfect  margins  there. 

We  must  insert  fillings  upon  the  approximal  surfaces  particu- 
larly, with  judgment, — very  much  as  the  artist  who  obtained  beau- 
tiful effects  on  his  canvas,  said  when  asked  with  what  he  mixed 
his  colors  to  get  such  effects :  "With  brains."  We  must  fill  these 
cavities  with  judgment,  as  well  as  with  filling  materials. 

Beyond  this,  I  have  little  to  say,  except  perhaps  that  the  paper 
read  by  Dr.  J.  Leon  Williams  at  the  New  York  Odontological 
Society  some  five  years  ago,  in  which  he  demonstrated  that  often 
the  decomposition  of  the  calcium  salts  had  progressed  much  farther 
than  the  eye  would  indicate,  leads  me  sometimes  to  excavate  as  far 
as  where  I  think  the  decay  extends,  and  then  to  cut  a  little  beyond. 
In  many  cases  where  there  is  a  small  cavity  on  the  mesial  or  distal 
surface  I  think  it  much  wiser  to  insert  a  small  filling  which  I  know 
will  preserve  the  tooth  for  some  time  than  to  cut  away  tooth-sub- 
stance beyond  the  free  margin  of  the  gum  and  perhaps  leave  the 
tooth  no  more  immune  from  decay  than  with  the  small  filling. 

An  expression  open  to  objection,  but  one  that  is  frequently  used 
in  connection  with  this  subject,  is  "a  self -cleansing  surface."  A 
''readily  cleansed  surface"  I  think  would  be  better.  Of  course, 
there  are  surfaces  of  the  teeth,  like  the  cusps,  and  perhaps  the 
buccal  and  palatal  surfaces  of  many  teeth  in  most  mouths,  which 
are  self-cleansing, — that  is,  the  action  of  the  lips  and  tongue  or  of 
mastication  will  keep  these  surfaces  perfectly  free  from  all  deposits, 
although  in  some  mouths  it  is  necessary  to  use  the  brush  and  stick 
very  vigorously,  and  even  then  hardly  get  a  thorough  cleansing. 
As  I  said  before,  and  it  comes  back  to  this,  we  must  take  into  con- 
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sideration  the  age,  temperament,  endurance,  and  nervous  condition 
of  the  patient  in  determining  how  best  to  treat  decay  upon  the  ap- 
proximal  surfaces. 

Dr.  Sanger.  Listening  to  this  paper,  I  feel  very  much  as  Dr. 
Jarvie  does,  that  I  cannot  antagonize  Dr.  Hofheinz's  opinions  be- 
cause they  are  in  accord  with  my  own,  and  to  "throw  bouquets"  at 
an  essayist  whom  you  have  already  crowned  with  a  wreath  of  laurel 
for  his  clear  thinking  and  intelligent  presentation  of  any  subject 
would  be  a  waste  of  time. 

The  summing-up  of  his  paper  would  seem  to  say  that  if  we  are  to 
make  teeth  immune  from  decay  we  should  incase  them  in  gold  en- 
tirely, and  then  theoretically  at  least  they  would  be  immune ;  I  did 
not  say  practically.  Of  course  we  cannot  do  that,  and  so  the  sub- 
ject resolves  itself  into  a  question  of  your  ability  to  use  what  is 
commonly  called  *iiorse  sense.*'  I  do  not  think  clinical  experience 
has  ever  carried  out  the  theory  laid  down  by  Dr.  Wedelstaedt,  and 
I  think  Dr.  Black,  if  he  were  here  and  heard  the  doctor  quoted, 
would  devoutly  say  *'Save  me  from  my  friends!'* — for  I  think  with 
Dr.  Hofheinz  that  our  opinion  of  Dr.  Black's  proposition  of  exten- 
sion for  prevention  has  largely  been  molded  by  that  most  excellent 
gentleman,  Dr.  Wedelstaedt.  In  the  discussion  in  Brooklyn  on  this 
subject,  Dr.  Wedelstaedt,  if  he  did  nothing  else,  succeeded  in  rous- 
ing the  combative  spirit  of  every  man  present,  and  the  only  thing 
that  redounded  to  his  peace  of  mind  was  the  fact  that  he  was  in 
Chicago,  while  we  were  in  Brooklyn. 

I  think  I  can  say  with  Dr.  Hofheinz  and  Dr.  Jarvie  that  you 
need  not  be  troubled  about  the  problem  of  extension  for  prevention 
so  long  as  you  use  good  common  sense,  guide  your  hand  by  good, 
intelligent  dental  skill,  and  your  brain  by  good,  clean,  dental  edu- 
cation. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  Dr.  Wedelstaedt  did  not  spare  me  very  much 
in  Brooklyn,  but  he  was  very  gentle  when  I  went  out  to  Chicago, 
and  I  think  it  is  only  fair  for  me  to  say  a  word  in  his  behalf.  It 
has  been  argued  here,  and  it  is  an  argument  I  have  used  myself, 
that  it  is  questionable  whether  all  cavities  should  be  made  nmch 
larger,  and  the  patient  made  to  sustain  the  extra  strain  of  filling 
the  enlarged  cavity.  Dr.  Wedelstaedt  said  that  those  in  the  East 
who  made  such  claims  fail  to  comprehend  his  methods;  that  the 
cavity  preparation  is  such  that  whilst  the  cavity  is  made  larger,  it 
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is  SO  much  more  accessible  that  the  enlarged  cavity  can  be  filled 
in  the  same  time  it  would  take  one  of  the  Eastern  men  to  fill  a  small 
one.  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  there  is  some  truth  in  this.  Also 
I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  our  Western  friends  point  out 
that  in  fillings  having  a  curved  cervical  border,  when  recurrence  of 
decay  does  present,  it  will  most  usually  be  found  at  the  linguo- 
gingival  angle,  and  likewise  at  the  labio-gingival  angle.  It  is  not 
a  very  great  extension  to  cut  these  points  with  a  bur,  making  the 
cervical  border  squarer,  while  the  extension  at  the  labio-gingival 
comer  of  the  cavity  gives  a  greater  access  to  the  cavity,  simplifies 
the  placing  of  the  gold,  and  does  not  enlarge  the  cavity  sufficiently 
to  bring  it  into  sight.  In  this  way  space  can  be  gained  for  operative 
procedure  without  greatly  increasing  the  area  of  the  filling  which 
can  be  seen.  This  is  peculiarly  true  in  the  bicuspids, — those  difficult 
approximal  cavities.  Frankly,  I  will  say  that  since  my  visit  to 
Chicago  I  have  practiced  this  to  a  greater  extent  than  before,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  good  procedure.  I  was  converted  to  that 
extent  by  my  trip  to  Chicago.  I  do  not  mean  that  all  cavities 
should  be  so  enlarged.  Sometimes  we  have  an  abundance  of  space ; 
we  may  be  dealing  with  a  clean  mouth  where  there  is  not  much 
tendency  to  decay,  and  we  may  follow  our  own  methods;  but  in 
weaker  teeth,  and  in  patients  of  frail  physique  and  of  poor  resist- 
ance, you  will  find  that  this  is  a  very  safe  method,  and  although 
placing  a  larger  filling,  you  will  be  able  to  operate  quite  as  quickly, 
if  not  more  so.  I  say  that  much  partly  in  defence  of  Dr.  Wedel- 
staedt  and  the  gentlemen  in  the  West,  and  partly  in  defence  of 
myself.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  am  so  wedded  to 
my  own  gods  that  I  am  an  idolater  who  cannot  worship  at  other 
shrines. 

Dr.  Head.  The  extension  for  self-cleansing  surfaces  I  think 
comes  down  to  this  point :  the  cavity  should  be  prepared  with  firm, 
strong,  sterile  walls;  the  filling  should  be  so  inserted  as  to  as 
much  as  possible  exclude  bacteria;  it  should  be  made  as  good  a 
filling  as  can  possibly  be  made,  and  the  patient  should  be  so  in- 
structed to  use  floss  silk  and  tooth-brush  and  mouth-washes,  as  to 
keep  it  clean,  and  no  matter  whether  it  is  a  small  filling  or  a  large 
one,  or  what  shape,  it  will  stay  clear  from  decay  if  it  is  well  done 
and  kept  clean.  This  extension  for  prevention  in  itself  is  just  as 
philosophical  as  it  would  be  if  the  English  Parliament  should  say 
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that  every  Scotchman  subject  to  itch  should  have  his  fingers  sliced 
in  between  and  sewed  together  again,  so  that  itch  might  not  by  any 
possibility  come  in  between  those  fingers. 

Dr.  Rhein.  I  think  we  all  appreciate  that  the  paper  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Hofheinz  about  covers  the  ground,  inasmuch  as 
the  essayist  recognizes  the  true  value  of  proper  extension,  and 
fully  realizes  when  it  should  not  be  attempted.  I  have  been 
somewhat  amused  by  the  trend  of  the  discussion,  because  it 
seemed  to  me  as  though  the  speakers,  while  agreeing  with  the 
essayist,  seemed  to  be  getting  rather  far  away  from  his  views. 
The  unfortunate  part  of  this  whole  subject  is  what  Dr.  Jarvie  so 
aptly  brought  out,  that  if  we  were  all  possessed  of  the  wisdom  of 
Dr.  Black,  and  knew  when  to  use  the  proper  discrimination,  we 
would  know  when  to  practice  extension,  and  when  it  would  be  un- 
necessary. The  value  of  extension — and  I  mean  by  that  radical  ex- 
tension, as  expressed  by  Dr.  Hofheinz — in  the  posterior  teeth  has 
been  well  understood  in  the  profession  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years  at  least.  As  Dr.  Hofheinz  said  to-day,  it  was  taught  most 
thoroughly  by  Dr.  Webb,  as  far  back  as  1875,  but  the  essayist  is 
in  opposition  to  the  Western  idea  of  the  extension  of  this  doctrine 
to  the  anterior  teeth. 

Now  in  this  matter  of  the  doctrine  of  extension  in  the  anterior 
teeth  is  where  Dr.  Hofheinz's  criticism  of  the  Wedelstaedt  arraign- 
ment of  the  East  is  unquestionably  well  merited.  I  believe  it  is  a 
hundred  times  better  to  fill  an  anterior  tooth  and  preserve  its 
esthetic  qualities,  even  by  refilling  it  many  times,  rather  than  to 
disfigure  it;  but  when  we  come  to  the  posterior  teeth,  there  comes 
the  question  of  the  individual  judgment,  and  if  it  is  advisable  to 
practice  extension  we  should  not  be  chary  of  the  amount  of  that 
extension.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  view  of  Dr.  Ottolengui,  where 
he  seems  half  converted  and  willing  to  make  extension  at  the 
cervical  border,  and  then  preserves  more  of  the  enamel  margin  as 
he  proceeds  to  the  occlusal  edge.  In  other  words,  he  is  outlining  a 
cavity,  as  he  expressed  it  to  us,  that  to  start  with  I  cannot  agree  with 
him  that  it  is  easier  to  fill.  The  straighter  the  lines  of  the  walls  of  a 
cavity  are  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  mouth,  the  easier  it  is  going 
to  be  to  insert  as  nearly  perfect  a  filling  as  can  be  inserted.  In  other 
words,  it  should  be  possible  to  insert  the  gold  in  a  direct  manner 
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from  the  cutting  surface  of  the  tooth,  and  not  laterally  by  means  of 
the  approximal  surfaces. 

One  point  that  has  been  brought  out,  and  it  is  very  important,  is 
the  allusion  of  Dr.  Jarvie  to  the  work  of  Dr.  Williams  in  showing 
the  extension  of  the  line  of  caries  beyond  the  portion  that  we  see 
with  the  naked  eye, — a  very  strong  point  in  favor  of  extension  in  a 
large  percentage  of  cases:  That,  together  with  the  essayist's  re- 
marks on  the  imperfections  of  enamel,  leads  me  to  say  the  follow- 
ing :  In  the  preparation  of  cavities  where  the  necessity  for  exten- 
sion is  felt,  I  believe  that  one  of  the  most  important  adjuvants  that 
the  dentist  should  rely  on,  is  as  powerful  a  magnifying-glass  as 
he  can  find  at  his  disposal.  When  he  finds  he  has  his  margins  pre- 
pared to  suit  himself,  he  should  then  corroborate  that  by  means  of 
as  powerful  a  glass  as  he  can  manipulate  in  the  direction  of  that 
cavity,  and  he  will  often  feel  like  going  right  back  to  those  margins 
and  giving  them  a  better  preparation.  That  is  one  of  the  practical 
points  I  would  like  to  deduce  from  the  trend  of  the  argument. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  of  the  subject, — the  ex- 
posed ends  of  the  peripheral  rods  of  enamel,  as  illustrated  by  Dr. 
Hofheinz.  The  part  which  they  ptay  in  recurrence  of  decay  is  the 
whole  secret  of  prevention,  which  must  depend  on  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  handled  by  us  in  the  preparation  of  a  cavity. 

Dr.  Ottolengui  in  his  remarks  spoke  about  the  old-fashioned 
manner  of  the  curve  at  the  cervical  border.  I  firmly  believe  that 
there  should  be  no  straight  angle  left  at  any  point  if  we  want  to 
protect  those  peripheral  prisms  in  a  proper  manner.  In  other  words, 
as  long  as  you  leave  a  direct  angle  at  any  point,  you  are  going  to 
take  away  part  of  the  protection  that  you  give  these  prisms  when 
you  make  a  rounded  margin  and  do  not  leave  exposed  the  top  of 
any  single  rod.  What  little  success  I  have  had  in  filling  teeth,  and 
by  that  I  mean  where  there  has  been  no  recurrence,  is  due  to  a  very 
large  extent  to  using  every  means  to  get  the  enamel  rods  in  such 
shape  that  no  single  rod  stands  unprotected,  and  using  every  in- 
genuity to  avoid  a  direct  angle  at  any  point.  I  am  aware  this  is 
contrary  to  the  Western  teaching  of  extension,  but  it  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  way  in  which  the  work  was  done  by  Dr.  Webb,  and 
I  know  of  no  better  work  of  that  kind,  as  far  as  preserving  teeth  by 
filling  is  concerned. 
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Dr.  Ottolengui.  Sometimes  we  are  very  easily  misunderstood, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  I  did  not  well  express  myself.  My  point 
is  this :  The  diagram  that  I  have  made  on  the  blackboard  (Fig.  i) 
shows  a  cavity  in  a  bicuspid ;  let  us  suppose  all  decay  has  been  re- 
moved. It  has  been  my  habit  to  leave  the  cervical  border  as  it  is 
here  shown  by  the  solid  line.  The  doctrine  of  Dr.  Johnson  and 
his  disciples  is  to  shape  it  as  shown  by  the  dotted  line.  I  agree  with 
Dr.  Rhein  about  the  angles;  they  should  be  rounding  not  sharp. 
It  has  seemed  to  me  during  the  last  year  that  something  has  been 
gained  by  using  a  rose  bur,  and  extending  such  a  cavity  in  that 
manner,  not  making  the  corner  an  acute  angle,  and  not  extending 
so  much  bucco-lingually. 

Fig.  I. 


It  is  not*  a  question,  as  Dr.  Rhein  seemed  to  understand  me,  of 
filling  the  cavity  through  this  extension,  but  the  enormous  increase 
of  opportunity  to  see  into  the  cavity.  I  find  that  the  extension 
labio-gingivally  gives  me  a  better  chance  to  see  into  my  cavity,  and 
that  is  why  I  have  followed  this  to  that  limited  extent. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ.  Coming  back  to  this  question  of  curves  and 
angles :  One  other  reason  in  addition  to  those  Dr.  Ottolengui  men- 
tioned, is  the  fact  that  when  we  are  enlarging  the  cavity  bucco-  and 
linguo-gingivally,  we  also  increase  it  bucco-linguo-occlusally,  which 
makes  it  larger  and  more  accessible. 

Another  reason  why  tooth-decay  does  less  readily  take  place  at  the 
gingivo-lingual  angle  and  the  gfingivo-buccal  angle  after  extension 
is  that  you  are  less  apt  to  injure  this  wall,  because  you  are  con- 
densing your  gold  practically  at  right  angles  with  the  margin,  and 
there  is  no  margin  more  safe  from  recurrence  of  decay,  or  gold 
more  perfectly  condensed,  than  a  margin  where  the  gold  has  thus 
been  condensed.  I  do  not  think  it  is  altogether  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  niore  self-cleansing,  but  to  the  technical  fact  that  you  are 
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getting  a  more  accessible  cavity.  Where  you  do  not  extend  to  the 
self-cleansing  surface,  that  mechanical  reason,  I  think,  must  also 
hold  good  to  a  great  extent  regarding  the  cervical  wall.  In  that 
respect  I  do  not  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Rhein. 

Dr.  Rhein.     I  see  no  necessity  for  making  the  extreme  angle. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ.  I  would  not  make  an  extreme  angle  for  any 
operation. 

I  have  nothing  else  to  say,  except  to  thank  you  that  you  have  all 
agreed  with  me,  although  I  should  have  preferred  that  you  should 
not.  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  read  this  paper,  with  the  additions  that 
I  intended  to  make,  before  our  Western  friends, — practically  going 
into  the  lion's  den. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   THE   STATE   OF    NEW    YORK.  Id 


The  Practical  Side  of  It. 


By  SIDNEY  S.  STOWELL.  D.D.S..  Pittsfield,  Mass. 


1AM  well  aware  that  the  essay  which  I  am  about  to  deliver  to 
you  will  arouse  a  torrent  of  opposition  if  not  direct  ridicule. 
The  only  excuse  I  have  for  it  is  that  I  dare  to  think,  and  to 
tell  you  w^hat  I  think ;  and  I  accord  to  you  the  same  privilege  I  ask 
for  myself. 

There  would  be  more  infidels  than  Christians  in  the  world  to-day 
if  professing  Christians  dared  to  think  and  speak  their  thoughts, 
— or  rather  speak,  for  I  believe  they  do  think;  they  cannot  help 
that, — but  they  dare  not  speak  and  be  honest  with  themselves,  for 
the  penalty  of  everlasting  damnation  confronts  them  with  the  first 
word  of  doubt. 

Two  of  the  great  subjects  of  life  confront  me, — religion  and 
medicine,  of  the  latter  of  which  dentistry  is  a  noble  specialty.  Both 
are  shrouded  with  mystery  and  doubt,  and  each  furnishes  a  wide 
field  for  thought  and  speech  for  one  who  dares  to  think  honestly 
for  himself  and  speak  his  thoughts. 

Surgery  and  morality  are  practical :  medicine  and  spirituality  are 
mysterious  and  doubtful.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  woman  was  ever 
made  from  the  rib  of  a  man,  and  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  you  than 
to  think  you  believe  that.  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  a  noble  woman 
than  to  believe  she  was  made  from  a  cutlet  taken  from  any  man. 
I  do  not  believe  that  a  whale  ever  i^wallowed  a  Jonah  and  kept  him 
down  for  three  days  to  keep  him  from  drowning.  If  he  did,  I  am 
not  surprised  that  he  threw  him  up.  and  only  wonder  that  he  did 
not  throw  him  up  sooner.  I  do  not  believe  that  flesh  and  blood 
were  ever  born  of  a  woman  except  by  the  natural  process  of  re- 
production. And  there  are  many  other  so-called  facts  that  I  do  not 
believe,  both  in  religion  and  medicine;  and  in  the  great  time  to 
come,  when  men  shall  dare  to  think  and  speak,  there  will  be  many 
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important  changes  in  the  present  channels  cf  thought,  speech,  and 
practice. 

The  subject  upon  which  I  am  now  to  speak  refers  to  the  practical 
side  of  dentistry,  and  I  have  named  my  paper 

"The  Practical  Side  of  It." 

"The  Practical  Side  of  It"  lies  in  our  personal  ability  to  so  mold 
the  circumstances  which  surround  our  lives  as  to  apply  the  profits 
to  our  greatest  advantage,  mentally,  physically,  and  financially. 
Mentally,  that  we  may  have  the  power  to  reach  out  to  higher  at- 
tainments and  greater  reward.  Physically,  that  we  may  keep  the 
body  in  perfect  health,  without  which  all  effort  is  cursed,  if  not  to- 
tally wrecked.  And  lastly,  financially, — that  great  function  for 
which  all  men  strive,  few  attain,  and  fewer  truly  enjoy,  and  yet 
which  may  and  should  be  our  greatest  beneficiary. 

Agreeably  to  the  title  of  my  paper,  I  will  dispense  with  theories 
and  proceed  at  once  to  business. 

We  are  much  obliged  to  someone  for  naming  all  the  bugs  and 
worms  that  inhabit  the  oral  cavity,  but  it  matters  not  to  us  prac- 
tically whether  they  are  Miccockies  or  cock-eyed  Mickeys.  We 
needn't  even  take  the  trouble  to  kill  them  if  we  will  drive  them  out, 
skillfully  excavating  and  filling  the  cave  in  the  tooth  in  which  they 
dwell ;  it  will  be  all  the  same  to  them  and  to  the  patient, — the  bugs 
will  die,  and  the  patient  will  live  on  with  a  healthy  serviceable 
tooth  as  a  result  of  our  operation. 

We  may  load  clown  our  tables  with  a  thousand  drugs  and  chemi- 
cals and  combinations  of  the  same  given  in  dental  medicine,  all 
of  which  are  recommended  as  good  and  useful,  many  of  which 
are  declared  to  be  curative  in  their  action ;  we  may  then  dump  the 
whole  lot  into  the  river  and  go  right  on  practicing  successful  den- 
tistry, curing  all  diseases  of  the  teeth  and  associate  parts  without 
them,  using  only  hot  water  and  mechanically  perfect  dental  opera- 
tions. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  in  view  of  the  statements  made- by  the 
microbe  fiend  that  a  dead  tooth  with  a  putrescent  pulp  and  running 
sinus  will  heal  as  quickly  and  become  as  healthy  a  tooth  without 
the  use  of  any  medicine  or  drug  as  with  the  whole  list  of  germicides, 
if  the  canal  is  thoroughly  cleansed  with  instruments  and  filled  with 
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gutta-percha.  No  harm  is  done  if  a  little  water  is  used,  either  cold 
Of  hot,  and  no  good,  only  as  it  might  be  a  convenience. 

At  a  clinic  recently  given  in  Greater  New  York,  a  prominent 
dentist  demonstrated  his  method  of  treating  and  filling  root-canals 
thqsly,  using  Beutelrock  drills  and  Schrier  paste.  "Before  apply- 
ing the  rubber  dam  rinse  the  mouth  with  an  alkaline  antiseptic 
(Bonne  mentioned),  after  which  rinse  the  teeth  themselves  with 
a  solution  of  formaldehyd.  After  the  cavity  in  the  tooth  has  been 
mechanically  cleansed,  wash  it  out  frequently  with  mercury  bi- 
chlorid  and  hydrogen  dioxid  in  combination ;  put  Schrier  paste 
in,  and  then  wash  it  out  with  the  hydrogen  dioxid  and  mercury 
bichlorid  solution ;  then  put  in  more  Schrier  paste ;  then  use  Ceylon 
cinnamon  oil  in  the  posterior  teeth  and  oil  of  myrtle  in  the  anterior 
*eeth.  Seal  cavity  with  gutta-percha.  See  patient  again  in  a  few 
days,  wash  out  the  canals  and  dress  with  the  oils  and  seal  tightly, 
and  after  a  week  fill  canals  with  gutta-percha." 

Now  this  may  be  a  good  way  to  fix  them,  but  what  is  the  good 
of  all  this  bother  unless  it  be  that  these  fine  oils  taste  better  to  the 
patient  than  the  decayed  matter  from  the  tooth,  and  impress  them 
with  .the  importance  of  the  occasion.  What  are  Beutelrock  drills  ? 
And  what  is  Schrier  paste?  And  what  is  Borine?  A  good  "ad" 
for  these  things !  I  know  the  Borine  man,  too,  and  think  he  mj^y 
have  a  good  thing  in  it,  but  I  am  not  here  to  advertise  him.  I  had 
always  supposed  that  a  solution  that  rinsed  the  mouth  would  rinse 
the  teeth  as  well  at  the  same  time,  and  that  an  oil  or  other  drug 
that  was  good  for  a  posterior  tooth  was  good  enough  for  an  anterior 
tooth,  and  vice  versa. 

It  is  well  known  that  nine  out  of  ten  invalids  would  dismiss  the 
physician  as  incompetent  and  object  to  paying  him  for  his  call  if 
he  gave  them  no  medicine  when  he  knew  they  needed  none,  and 
that  they  willingly  pay  well  the  nmn  who  made  frequent  calls  and 
gave  them  much  colored  water  and  many  sugar-coated  brown 
bread  pills.  Many  of  the  ardent  theorists  are  the  most  unsuccess- 
ful practitioners  from  a  practical  standpoint.  Thousands  of  good 
teeth  have  been  permanently  crippled  or  lost,  and  many  prominent 
men  have  died  from  that  terribly  painful  and  expensive  disease. 
Too  much  doctor. 

As  I  am  dealing  with  "The  Practical  Side  of  It,"  some  practical 
ponits  on  root-canal  filling  may  be  here  mentioned.     If  the  pulp 
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has  been  successfully  removed,  either  in  normal  condition  or  in 
disease,  if  any  of  the  apical  portion  shows  life,  the  canal  should 
be  filled  at  once.  No  harm  to  wash  out  the  canal  with  hydrogen 
peroxid,  and  no  good  if  a  little  water  is  handy  or  alcohol.  Or,  if  an 
open  sinus  be  present,  the  canal  may  be  washed  out  with  hydrogen 
peroxid,  or  alcohol,  or  water,  and  be  filled  at  once,  and  if  the  sinus 
will  heal  at  all  it  will  heal  then  of  itself,  unless  a  portion  of  the 
peridental  membrane  at  the  apex  is  dead,  leaving  a  rough  dead 
granular  surface.  This  is  the  cause  of  the  chronic  sinus,  such  a 
condition  being  indicated  by  a  watery  pus  discharge  and  failure  to 
heal  by  first  treatment.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  for  any 
man  to  heal  the  sinus  with  all  the  drugs  in  the  United  States 
Pharmacopeia,  without  surgery.  In  such  a  case,  fill  the  canal  as 
before  and  smooth  off  the  end  of  the  root  with  a  large  round  or 
a  fissure  bur,  and  you  have  done  all  that  anyone  can  do.  Healing 
follows  without  any  medicine  because  nature  will  tolerate  a  smooth 
surface  when  she  would  not  a  rough  one.  The  sinus  may  close 
and  the  soreness  and  discharge  cease,  but  perfect  health  nevermore 
returns  to  the  apex  of  that  tooth ;  the  tissues  do  not  re-unite  where 
the  peridental  membrane  has  been  once  removed,  but  the  tooth  may 
be  retained  with  comfort  and  use  for  many  years.  This  is  the 
"practical  side''  of  a  much  cussed  and  discussed  subject. 

A  practical  suggestion  for  the  filling  of  a  root-canal  is  to  use  a 
brittle  gutta-percha  canal  point,  such  as  Dr.  Dawson  used  to  make 
or  such  as  you  could  make  from  HilFs  Temporary  Stopping.  (Dr. 
Dawson's  canal  points  can  be  procured  from  the  Consolidated 
Dental  Mfg.  Co.)  I  said  use  a  brittle  point,  because  such  a  point 
is  stiff  enough  to  be  pushed  into  the  canal  and  the  excess  broken 
off;  the  limber  points  are  useless,  and  for  that  reason,  to  anyone 
who  has  ever  used  the  stiff  ones.  Contrary  to  the  directions  on  the 
box  to  warm  the  points,  rather  refrigerate  them  by  dipping  them 
in  chloroform,  the  evaporation  of  which  chills  them,  making  them 
stiffer,  and  also  makes  them  slippery  on  the  surface  so  they  will 
go  in  easily.  The  chloroform  also  kills  the  bugs  for  the  bug 
crank. 

You  will  observe  that  I  do  not  oppose  the  use  of  antiseptics  in 
dentistry,  but  rather  recommend  them,  but  for  the  sake  of  argument 
I  have  said  that  we  could  do  without  tli^m  in  most  dental  opera- 
tions, though  in  radical  surgery  their  use  cannot  be  overestimated. 
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The  use  of  poultices,  plasters,  and  local  applications  of  any  drug  is 
greatly  overestimated  both  in  dentistry  and  in  general  medical 
practice.  They  have  little,  if  any,  radical  curative  value  unless,  as 
I  have  mentioned,  they  impress  the  patient  with  the  importance  of 
the  occasion  and  the  wisdom  of  the  doctor.  Nothing  impresses 
patients  more  than  a  big  brown  spot  of  iodin  paint,  and  nothing 
does  them  less  good.  I  have  little  respect  for  the  man  who  prac- 
tices dentistry  with  capsicum  plasters  and  iodin  paint. 

Moist  heat  does  much  good  wherever  there  is  inflammation  or 
congestion  from  any  cause.  Applied  with  moist  hot  cloths,  and 
kept  hot  with  the  hot-water  bag  or  any  other  means,  it  stimulates 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  part  affected,  relieving  conges- 
tion. It  also  stimulates  the  vaso-motor  nerves,  giving  them  strength 
to  close  the  venae  capillaries  at  the  periphery  which  are  thrown  wide 
open,  allowing  the  blood  to  rush  uncontrolled  to  the  part,  causing 
congestion,  the  nerves  being  unable  to  cause  closure  of  the  capil- 
laries, when  weakened  or  paralyzed  from  any  cause.  This  may  be 
taken  as  a  definition  of  inflammation,  congestion,  and  its  etiology. 

Referring  to  the  use  of  antiseptics  in  the  mouth  by  our  patients, 
I  have  made  no  observations,  nor  have  I  seen  recorded  any  authen- 
tic observations  made  by  others  which  prove  or  show  any  evidence 
that  the  constant  use  of  antiseptic  tooth-powders,  pastes,  or  mouth- 
lotions  renders  the  user  any  more  immune  to  dental  decay,  tartar 
stains,  or  any  diseases  of  the  gums  than  are  those  who  use  only 
water  on  the  brush.  This  opinion  is  based  upon  my  observations 
in  general  practice,  nothing  that  the  constant  users  of  antiseptic 
powders,  pastes,  and  lotions  have  just  as  many  teeth  to  be  filled, 
and  as  much  tartar  to  be  removed  and  gums  to  be  treated,  as  do 
those  who  use  only  water  on  the  brush.  The  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  is  that  antiseptics  as  used  by  the  people  do  not  render  them 
in  any  way  immune  from  dental  diseases.  Those  people  who  do 
not  use  the  brush  or  take  any  care  of  their  teeth  are  not  referred  to 
in  this  comparison.  Did  our  forefathers  and  our  foremothers  use 
antiseptics  to  insure  immunity  from  dental  diseases?  No!  We 
must  look  deeper  than  the  surface  for  the  cause  of  dental  decay. 
We  cannot  make  a  salt-water  spring  of  a  fresh-water  spring  by 
putting  salt  in  the  pool.  But  since  by  the  use  of  the  microscope 
we  have  discovered  that  our  mouths  are  full  of  creeping  worms,  it 
is  gratifying  to  theorize  that  by  one  rinse  of  a  harmless.  pleasant- 
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tasting,  antiseptic  lotion  we  can  kill  them  all !  and  we  feel  cleaner 
after  the  rinse. 

As  I  am  dealing  with  "The  Practical  Side  of  It,"  some  practical 
suggestions  about  gold  fillings  may  be  here  mentioned. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  just  lately  they  have  so  exhaustiveh 
written  and  discussed  their  theories  upon  the  subject,  it  would  seem 
that  all  of  our  wise  men  and  great  operators  in  gold  have  been 
unsucessful  in  their  attempts  to  save  teeth  at  the  cervical  margin 
with  gold  fillings;  for  if  the  art  had  been  mastered  twenty-five 
years  ago  there  would  be  no  cause  for  all  this  later  discussion. 
That  they  have  failed  to  make  a  permanent  cervical  margin  is 
therefore  known  to  them, — and  to  us  stars  of  lesser  magnitude 
who  have  examined  and  repaired  their  work.  Now  if  these  morn- 
ing and  evening  stars  cannot  make  a  cervical  margin  in  a  bicuspid 
or  molar  permanent  and  safe  without  cutting  far  below  the  gum 
line,  then  they  should  continue  their  practice ;  but  it  is  not  the  only 
way,  and  may  not  be  the  best  way,  even  if  Dr.  Bright  and  Dr. 
Smart  and  Dr.  Great  do  say  so.  They  may  be  wrong,  as  many  great 
men  have  been  wrong,  in  their  theory  and  practice. 

And  beside,  there  are  serious  objections  to  this  practice.  First, 
the  great  suflFering  of  the  patient  who  survives  these  heroic  cuts. 
Then,  even  if  the  cuts  are  made  in  sound  dentin,  the  filling  must 
lie  dangerously  close  to  the  pulp  for  a  long  distance  along  its  axis. 
And  then  below  the  enamel  at  the  neck  of  a  bicuspid,  the  walls  are 
very  thin  and  cannot  always  with  safety  be  cut  into.  And  then  the 
"gum  line"  is  changeable ;  it  recedes ;  it  does  not  always  remain  in 
the  same  place  through  life,  or  even  for  a  few  years  in  many  cases. 
A  patient  recently  came  under  my  care  who  had  examples  of  this 
heroic  work  done  by  one  of  the  great  men,  and  she  said  to  me  that 
not  to  save  her  teeth  would  she  again  submit  to  such  painful  opera- 
tions. I  said  there  was  a  better  way.  There  is ! — a  way  that  is  old 
tried  and  true. 

I  will  quote  in  brief  from  a  paper  read  by  me  in  Boston  in  1897, 
and  published  in  the  Dental  Cosmos  about  that  time:  "Allowing 
that  the  tooth  is  in  condition  for  permanent  filling,  the  cavity 
should  be  so  shaped  as  to  bring  the  buccal  and  palatal  margins  well 
out  from  and  away  from  possible  contact  with  adjoining  teeth  that 
the  margins  may  be  self-cleansing.  The  cervical  margin  should  be 
cut  below  contact  with  adjoining  teeth ;  the  masticating  margin  cut 
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through  the  fissure,  forming  dovetail  anchorage.  The  cervix  or 
floor  should  be  cut  flat  or  slightly  beveled  outward  and  grooved 
for  anchorage.  Perpendicular  walls  should  be  grooved  sufficiently 
to  retain  the  filling.  Fill  cervical  margin  with  tin  and  gold  foil, 
No.  4  gold  and  No.  4  tin  folded  once  together.  Use  matrix  in 
very  case,  placing  it  loosely  at  cervix  to  allow  the  tin  and  gold  to 
swell  out  over  margin  filling, — that  part  more  than  full,  that  it  may 
be  afterward  burnished  and  finished  back  to  exact  flush.  The 
bulky  portion  of  cavity  may  be  filled  with  soft  or  semi-cohesive 
gold,  or,  if  on  distal  surface,  with  tin  and  gold.  Complete  the  filling 
with  cohesive  gold,  contouring  to  nature  and  polishing  to  perfec- 
tion." 

I  have  not  deviated  from  this  practice  for  twenty  years,  and  the 
percentage  of  failures  has  been  so  small  as  to  warrant  its  con- 
tinuance. 

When  compound-approximal  gold  fillings  have  been  put  in,  as 
I  have  described,  you  can  take  your  dog  and  gun  and  go  into  the 
Catskill  Mountains  and  take  "a  Rip  Van  Winkle  nap,"  and  on  your 
return,  you  will  find  Dr.  "Nicholas  Vedder"  and  his  all-gold  fillings 
*'dead  and  gone  these  eighteen  years,"  but  all  of  your  old  friends 
with  their  tin-and-gold  cervical  margins  will  be  alive  and  well  to 
wekome  back  and  forgive  you  for  taking  just  one  more  drink. 

Some  practical  suggestions  on  single  crown  work.  Gold-banded 
roots  with  gold  back  and  porcelain-faced  teeth,  as  well  as  the 
much-abused  all-gold  crowns,  continue  to  hold  a  high  and  noble 
place  in  dentistry.  But  my  most  esthetic  work  has  not  been  along 
this  line,  but  with  the  all-porcelain  crowns  such  as  The  S.  S. 
White  old-fashioned  pivot  teeth  for  the  six  anterior,  and  the 
Perry-Howland  hollow  porcelain  crowns  for  the  bicuspids  and 
molars.  Of  these  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  when  set  as  I  will 
describe. 

Grind  the  root  below* the  gum  line  with  a  half-round  edge  wheel, 
always  using  a  wet  sponge  stuck  into  the  frame  of  an  old  mouth- 
mirror.  It  keeps  the  root  cool  and  clean.  !  don't  see  how  anyone 
can  get  along  without  that ;  they  would  not  if  they  had  ever  used  it 
once.  This  should  always  be  used  when  the  wheel  is  used  in  the 
mouth  for  any  purpose.  Grind  tooth  to  fit  the  root  and  bite,  using 
black  impression  paper  to  assist.  Ream  out  the  canal  with  a  taper 
reamer,  as  the  root  is  tapering.     Roughen  the  sides  with  a  cross- 
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cut  fissure  bur.  Fit  a  dowel  to  the  root  and  the  hole  in  the  crown, 
which  in  most  cases  should  be  bored  deeper  and  roughened  uj> 
with  a  diamond  drill.  When  dowel  and  crown  fit  the  root  nicely, 
remove  them  and  cement  the  dowel  into  the  crown,  and  while  the 
cement  is  soft  place  them  in  position  on  the  root  until  the  cement 
is  hard ;  then  remove  tooth  and  dowel  together.  Trim  away  excess 
of  cement  and  place  a  perforated  disk  of  filling  g^tta-percha  over 
the  dowel  on  the  end  of  the  tooth.  Warm  the  whole  and  return  it 
to  place.  Remove,  and  with  a- hot  knife  cut  away  the  excess  of 
gutta-percha  as  indicated  by  the  impression  of  the  end  of  the  root. 
A  large  defect  in  the  root  caused  by  decay  or  bad  grinding  will  be 
perfectly  fitted  in  every  part.  Cement  the  crown  to  the  root  with 
oxyphosphate  cement,  and  the  most  esthetic  crown  ever  made  is 
at  its  best  to  last  for  many  years. 

A  banded  and  capped  root  may  be  all -porcelain  crowned  by 
allowing  the  dowel  to  protrude  through  the  cap  to  receive  the 
porcelain  crown,  soldering  the  cap  and  dowel  together  and  cement- 
ing the  crown  to  the  protruding  dowel. 

Bridge-work,  when  designed  by  a  competent  dental  bridge  en- 
gineer and  constructed  by  skilled  workmen,  is  as  practical  dentistry 
as  anything  which  we  do.  But  don't  fool  with  it !  If  you  don't 
understand  it.  study  it  as  those  skilled  in  it  have  done;  you  have 
no  right  in  these  days  to  impose  your  poor  experiments  upon  an 
innocent  and  trusting  patient. 

Porcelain  inlays  also  hold  a  prominent  place  in  modem  dentistry 
worthy  of  our  best  effort. 

A  few  practical  hints  in  general  practice:  Never  use  any  kind 
of  cement  for  perforations  of  the  root.  It  will  make  trouble  every 
time.  Always  use  gutta-percha.  Nature  will  tolerate  it  wpnder- 
fully.  I  have  filled  the  perforation  in  many  a  root  in  this  way,  and 
finding  the  true  canal,  filled  it  with  gutta-percha  and  succeeded  in 
making  a  useful  and  comfortable  tooth  to  last  for  years. 

Rule  for  the  time  that  stay  bands  in  regulating  cases  should  be 
left  on :  Leave  them  six  months,  which  is  as  long  as  is  necessary ; 
then  leave  them  three  months  longer  than  is  necessary;  and  then 
leave  them  three  months  longer,  unless  the  bite  be  exceptionally 
favorable,  such  as  moving  a  superior  incisor  forward  to  strike  over 
the  lower  teeth,  when  this  rule  mav  be  varied. 
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For  further  points  on  "The  Practical  Side  of  It"  consult  Frank 
W.  Sage,  author  of  "How  the  Boss  Managed  It,  as  Told  by  the 
Office  Boy/'  But  don't  forget  the  gutta-percha  disk  in  setting 
any  form  of  all-porcelain  crowns ! 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Sanger,  Orange,  N.  J.  It  would  appear  evident  from  the 
opening  of  the  paper,  that  Dr.  Stowell  had  dined  and  wined  well, 
and  was  consequently  facetious;  yet  he  entitles  his  paper  "The 
Practical  Side  of  It."  I  question  very  much  whether,  if  you  and 
I  went  into  Dr.  Stowell's  office  to-morrow,  we  would  find  the 
medicine  case  empty.  I  doubt  very  much  whether  he  really  meant 
to  say  that  he  threw  his  medicines  out  of  the  window,  although  he 
advised  you  to  do  it.  He  says,  with  truth  perhaps,  that  we  have  got 
to  impress  our  patients,  but  my  experience  is  that  the  thing  that 
impresses  the  patient  most  is  not  the  show,  but  the  relief  from 
suffering;  and  I  am  sure  that  if  he  has  nothing  but  a  drill,  a  bur, 
and  an  electric  engine  with  which  to  relieve  an  a^rhing  tooth,  the 
patient  will  not  be  impressed  in  the  way  that  will  be  profitable 
either  to  the  doctor's  reputation  or  to  his  pocket.  Certain  it  is  that 
if  we  follow  out  the  teaching  laid  down  in  this  paper  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  diseased  roots,  we  will  give  the  lie,  if  we  do  it  success- 
fully, to  Williams  and  other  scientists,  who  have  distinctly  told  us 
that  when  we  have  drilled  a  root  clean  and  made  sure  that  there  is 
nothing  left,  the  microscope  still  reveals  the  presence  of  a  poison 
which  nothing  but  a  drug  will  exterminate.  Consequently,  I  do  not 
wonder  that  Dr.  Stowell  says  that  even  after  you  have  done  your 
best,  that  root  is  never  healthy,  if  he  has  stopped  short  of  proper 
medication.  I  do  not  think  Dr.  Stowell  quite  meant  that,  because 
I  know  he  is  a  successful  practitioner,  and  I  know  the  man  whd 
can  manipulate  tin  and  gold,  and  have  it  come  back  twenty  years 
after  without  a  complaint,  while  the  ix)or  gold  operator  is  failing  on 
every  side,  must  know  something  of  the  medication  of  diseased 
roots. 

It  is  true  that  hot  water  is  a  very  gfK>d  thing  in  cases  of  acute 
inflammation,  but  I  question  very  much  whether  your  average  busi- 
ness patient  is  going  down  to  his  office  with  a  hot-water  bag  tied 
to  his  face,  in  lieu  of  a  capsicum  plaster  or  something  e(|uallv 
efficacious;  and  I  must  differ  with  Dr.  Stowell  when  he  savs  he 
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has  a  poor  opinion  of  a  man  who  uses  a  counter-irritant  other  than 
a  hot-water  bag.  I  am  sure  that  Dr.  Stowell  does  not  expect  us 
to  take  seriously  all  that  he  has  read,  and  that  in  summing  up  the 
discussion  he  will  say,  "I  did  not  mean  it;  I  only  wanted  to  stir 
you  up." 

Dr.  Goldsmith,  New  York.  Dr.  Stowell  rather  ludicrously  re- 
ferred to  a  clinic  which  I  gave.  While  New  York  is  pretty  large, 
and  we  have  taken  in  lots  of  the  outlying  towns,  we  have  not  yet 
taken  in  Asbury  Park.  The  case  which  I  operated  on  was  a 
putrescent  molar,  and  had  not  been  touched,  I  believe,  or,  if  it 
had,  was  unsuccessfully  done.  The  putrescent  matter  I  removed 
with  the  aid  of  Schrier*s  paste  and  Beutelrock  drills,  and  washed 
out  with  a  solution  of  mercury  bichlorid  in  hydrogen  peroxid, 
1 1500.  After  it  was  washed  out,  I  applied  a  dressing  of  cinnamon 
oil,  which  I  claim  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  things  in  prac- 
tice. I  have  visited  Dr.  Stowell  in  Pittsfield,  and  unless  he  has  made 
radical  changes,  I  can  uphold  what  Dr.  Sanger  said:  He  has  a 
medicine  chest,  and  he  does  use  it !  I  do  not  think  anything  need 
be  said  about  germicides ;  I  hardly  think  anyone  present  could  get 
along  without  them.  While  the  mechanical  cleansing  would  aid 
wonderfully,  I  think  the  practical  side  upholds  the  theoretical  side, 
as  presented  by  Black  and  Williams. 

Dr.  Freeman,  New  York.  I  dined  with  Dr.  Stowell  this  even- 
ing, and  during  the  dinner  hour  somebody  came  in  with  a  little  ham- 
mer. Dr.  Stowell  said,  "I  am  going  to  read  a  paper,  and  I  want  you 
to  use  it.'*  Some  years  ago.  Dr.  Stowell  read  a  paper  before  the 
First  District  Dental  Society  of  New  York,  in  which  he  recom- 
mended hydronaphthol  and  phosphates.  I  would  like  to  ask  if  he 
still  uses  them,  or  if  he  threw  those  out  of  the  window,  too.  . 

Dr.  Stowell.  I  have  really  almost  entirely  abandoned  the  use 
of  hydronaphthol.  I  admit  I  have  a  little  in  the  office  to  wash  out 
cavities  with.  I  use  pure  alcohol,  and  have  it  colored,  so  the 
patient  will  think  something  is  being  used. 

I  have  little  to  say,  but  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  my 
paper.  I  told  some  of  the  gentlemen  I  was  trying  to  get  it  in  in  the 
afternoon's  work.  I  just  relieved  my  mind  in  that  way.  You  have 
always  been  very  kind  to  me,  as  you  have  been  to-night. 
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Cements. 


By  W,  V-B.  AMES,  D.D.S.,  Chicago,  Ilu 


THE  chronology  of  the  utilization  of  cements  in  dental  prac- 
tice will  not  be  included  in  my  presentation  of  the  cement 
subject,  neither  shall  I  go  to  any  extent  into  the  literature 
pertaining  thereto.  Works  on  general  chemistry  furnish  almost* 
nothing  bearing  directly  upon  the  composition  and  applica- 
tion of  such  cements  as  oxychlorids  and  oxyphosphates,  and  dental 
chemistries  g^ve  rather  briefly  only  some  stereotyped  information  of 
no  value  to  one  attempting  a  serious  study  of  this  subject.  Flagg*s 
'^Plasties"  has  some  statements  which  cannot  be  overlooked,  and 
the  paper  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Hinkins  and  Prof.  S.  F.  Acree  before  the 
Third  International  Dental  Congress*  is  of  such  scope  as  to  be 
either  valuable  or  misleading.  Dr.  Flagg  has  much  to  say  of  the 
usefulness  and  uselessness  of  both  oxychlorids  and  oxyphosphates, 
and  regarding  the  latter  makes  a  radical  distinction  between  what 
he  calls  an  oxyphosphate  of  zinc  cement  made  from  ordinary  zinc 
oxid  and  phosphoric  acid,  and  zinc  phosphate  cement  made  from 
nitrated  zinc  oxid  and  phosphoric  acid.  My  only  comment  on  this 
distinction  will  be  that  I  do  not  think  that  any  chemical  analogy 
can  be  brought  forth  which  would  support  such  a  distinction,  and 
as,  outside  of  dental  college  chemical  laboratories,  ordinary  zinc 
oxid  is  not  used  at  present  for  cement-making,  there  cannot  be  much 
need  of  the  distinction. 

This  term,  "zinc  phosphate  cement,"  however,  leads  up  to  the 
point  of  the  paper  of  Dr.  Hinkins  and  S.  F.  Acree,  of  which  I 
wish  to  have  most  to  say; — after,  however,  first  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  that  part  of  their  paper  which  gives  the  results  of 
the  action  on  cement  masses  of  the  acids  produced  within  the  oral 
cavity.    This  part  of  their  work  I  hope  to  see  carried  farther. 

♦See  Dental  Cosmos  for  June,  1901,  p.  581. 
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They  say,  in  the  part  of  their  paper  devoted  to  the  chemistry  of 
cements,  *'The  term  *oxyphosphate  of  zinc'  is  a  misnomer.  Upon 
looking  through  the  chemical  literature  we  find  no  such  substance 
described." 

Now,  if  this  failure  to  find  a  description  in  chemical  literature 
were  a  sufficient  reason  to  brand  the  term  a  "misnomer**  from  a 
chemical  standpoint,  I  would  say  that  we  were  still  justified  in 
using  the  term  from  a  physical  point  of  view,  if,  as  Mr.  Acree 
seems  to  contend,  the  zinc  oxid  is  held  in  mass  by  zinc  phosphate 
(supposedly  the  normal  phosphate).  But  is  a  writer  justified  in 
branding  a  term  a  misnomer  because  of  inability  to  find  the  com- 
pound to  which  it  applies  described  in  chemical  literature  ?  I  think- 
not.  I  will  venture  the  statement  that  if  chemical  literature  covered 
and  included  all  information  of  value  acquired  by  workers  in 
applied  chemistry,  the  volume  of  said  literature  would  be  doubled. 

From  our  standpoint  as  users  of  what  we  will  still  call  zinc  oxy- 
l)liosphate  we  will  assume  that  normal  zinc  phosphate,  Zn,  (P04)2, 
is  of  interest  chemically.  In  searching  all  available  authors  we  find 
in  two  instances  very  brief  mention  of  zinc  phosphate,  Bloxam 
says:  "Zinc  phosphate  forms  the  mineral  Hopeite,  Zn8(P04)2, 
4H0O,"  and  Prescott  and  Johnson,  in  enumerating  the  precipitates 
of  diflferent  metallic  salts  by  an  alkaline  phosphate,  say :  "With  zinc 
salts  the  precipitate  is  dimetallic,  ZnHP04,  or  normal,  Zn3(P04)2." 
Thorpe  ("Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry**),  Watts  ("Dictionary 
of  Chemistry**),  Comey  ("Dictionary  of  Chemical  Solubilities"), 
Renisen,  Roscoc  and  Schorlemmer,  Dammer,  Adolphe  Wurtz, 
Mcndelejeflf,  and  Miller  ("Inorganic  Chemistry**)  have  been 
searched  in  vain  for  reference  to  the  compound  "phosphate  of  zinc.** 
Now,  if  among  these  recognized  authors  the  normal  zinc  phosphate 
was  entitled  to  so  little  consideration,  is  there  any  justification  in 
claiming  the  term  "zinc  oxyphosphate*'  as  a  misnomer,  when  the 
only  use  of  the  compound  has  been  as  a  dental  cement,  and  that  for 
little  more  than  twenty  years?  Zinc  phosphid,  long  used  in 
medicine,  gets  a  full  mention  by  all  authors.  Zinc  oxychlorid,  used 
at  a  much  earlier  date  in  dentistry,  and  along  with  magnesium 
oxychlorid  in  the  building  arts,  con:es  in  for  but  slight  recognition  in 
chemical  literature.  An  oxychlorid  is  looked  upon  as  a  basic 
chlorid.  I  will  end  this  rather  too  extended  theoretical  considera- 
I'um  of  the  subject  by  merely  venturing  that,  in  the  course  of  time, 
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the  cement-making  phenomena  manifested  when  zinc  oxid  in 
excess  is  intermixed  with  a  phosphoric  acid  solution  wiil  be  recog- 
nized in  chemical  literature  as  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  for- 
mation of  basic  or  subphosphate  of  zinc,  holding  in  mass  the  excess 
of  oxid,  and  will  be  called  "oxyphosphate." 

With  nearly  all  references  to  basic  or  sub  salts  there  is  an  un- 
certainty expressed  by  the  analyst  as  to  their  exact  composition,  it 
being  often  surmised  that  the  basic  salt  as  found  or  obtained  in 
analyses  can  be  basic  in  degree,  i.e.  there  are  usually  several  basic 
salts  intermingled  with  the  normal.  Zinc  oxychlorid,  according  to 
"different  investigators,  seems  to  exist  in  several  degrees.  (Comey, 
"Diet,  of  Chemical  Solubilities"  gives  five  Zn  oxychl.) 

The  most  reasonable  supposition  seems  to  be  that  in  both  zinc 
oxychlorid  and  zinc  oxyphosphate  the  material  agglutinating  the 
zinc  oxid  granules  is  a  basic  salt  containing  water  of  crystallization, 
and  that  this  basic  salt  is  of  variable  composition,  depending  not 
only  on  the  particular  nature  of  the  ingredients,  but  upon  the  man- 
ner of  mixing  the  cement.  It  will  no  doubt  be  some  years  before  the 
true  nature  of  these  compounds  is  arrived  at  with  any  degree  of 
definiteness.  When  this  point  has  been  cleared  up,  I  believe  that  we 
will  be  in  position  to  formulate  quite  definite  rules  for  the  mixing, 
treatment,  and  using  of  these  cements.  The  chemistry  of  the  cement 
question  is  far  from  having  been  settled  for  all  time, — although 
said  to  have  been  disposed  of  by  some  recent  writings. 

The  physical  and  qualitative  chemical  conditions  of  cements  of 
which  I  am  in  position  to  speak  must  be  referred  to  tersely,  for  the 
sake  of  brevity  and  because  I  have  already  given  in  other  papers 
nearly  all  that  I  am  able  to  give  to-day. 

There  has  been  mention  of  the  difference  between  cements  in 
v/hich  the  phosphoric  acid  is  modified  by  alkaline  phosphates  soluble 
in  saliva  (glacial  phosphoric  acid),  and  those  in  which  the  phos- 
phoric acid  is  modified  by  non-alkaline  phosphates  insoluble  in 
saliva,  the  first  class  giving  a  porous,  friable  mass,  not  hydraulic, 
the  second  giving  a  non-porous,  vitreous  mass,  in  some  cases 
hydraulic  to  a  high  degree.  This  possible  hydraulic  feature  must 
be  considered  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  trend  of  improvement  is  to-day,  I  believe,  in  the  direction  of 
the  production  of  cements  which  are  hydraulic  to  a  marked  degree, 
without  sacrificing  other  desirable  qualities.    In  a  paper  before  the 
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National  Association,  in  1899,  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
these  porous  cements  show  no  shrinkage  or  expansion  (no  change 
at  periphery)  in  either  the  wet  or  dry  state,  because  there  is  shrink- 
age  toward  an  infinite  number  of  centers,  and  that  in  the  non- 
porous  variety  there  is  a  shrinkage  toward  one  center  in  a  dry  state, 
and  an  expansion  by  the  taking  up  of  water  of  crystallization  in  a 
moist  state,  so  that  there  is  a  decided  argument  in  favor  of  cements 
which  are  really  hydraulic,  as  then  nearly  the  entire  hardening 
process  may  take  place  with  the  mass  under  moisture.  The  time 
has  come  and  passed  for  the  abandonment  of  the  idea  that  cement 
fillings  are  better  for  being  kept  dry  for  an  indefinite  time. 

In  the  same  paper  the  comparative  strength  of  cements  from 
coarse,  medium  fine,  and  impalpable  powders  was  noted  as  increas- 
ing up  to  a  point  nearly  approaching  impalpability,  and  then  drop- 
ping off  as  that  condition  seemed  to  be  reached. 

The  fineness  or  coarseness  of  a  given  powder  decides  or  fixes 
the  rapidity  of  setting.  A  given  powder  in  a  coarse  state  with  a 
given  phosphoric  acid  solution  will  be  slow  of  setting,  and  the  same 
powder  reduced  to  a  finer  state  will  give  quicker  setting  just  in 
proportion  to  the  fineness  of  division,  for  the  simple  reason  that  in 
the  fine  state  there  is  mqre  surface  of  oxid  granule  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  acid.  A  difference  of  fineness  of  powder  most  often 
accounts  for  differences  in  the  behavior  of  packages  of  cement  sup- 
posed to  be  identical. 

In  that  paper  also,  as  well  as  in  one  published  in  the  Items  of 
Interest  for  February,  1900,  the  arsenical  contamination  of  cement 
powders  was  described  in  such  a  way  as  would  enable  a  fair-minded 
man  to  conclude  that  the  infinitesimal  trace  of  arsenic  contained 
existed  as  zinc  arsenite,  and  then  if  he  will  endeavor  to  destroy 
pulps  by  the  application  of  zinc  arsenite,  or  take  my  word  for  it 
that  various  teeth  have  remained  comfortably  in  situ  for  more  than 
three  years  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  zinc  arsenite  inclosed 
beneath  fillings,  it  seems  that  the  arsenical  contamination  of  cements 
cught  to  be  forever  dismissed  as  a  factor  in  the  question  of  "Why 
do  pulps  sometimes  die  under  cement  fillings  ?" 

According  to  most  comments  on  phosphate  cements,  the  opinion 
seems  to  prevail  that  the  integrity  of  the  mass  depends  almost 
wholly  on  the  cement-making  property  of  zinc  oxid,  the  calcium- 
aluminum-silicon  combinations  being  left  out  of  the  consideration 
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-at  present.  It  is  generally  believed  that  the  addition  of  any  other 
oxid  or  wholly  insoluble  material  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
pigmenting  or  helping  the  mass  to  better  withstand  attrition. 

In  the  past  thirteen  years  I  have  from  time  to  time  found  vari- 
ous instances  of  metallic  oxids,  other  than  zinc,  either  giving  a 
cement  when  mixed  with  phosphoric  acid,  or  modifying  very 
beneficially  the  behavior  of  the  zinc  oxid  and  phosphoric  acid. 
Oxids  that  may  be  mentioned  which  themselves  can  make  cements 
with  phosphoric  acid,  are  copper  (cupric  and  cuprous),  iron,  mer- 
cury, gold,  silver,  and  a  compound  aluminum-cobalt  oxid  (cobalt 
blue).  Any  or  all  of  these  can  be  blended  with  zinc  oxid  for  pig- 
menting or  for  modifying  the  working  qualities  of  zinc  phosphate 
•cements.  Calcium  oxid,  the  use  of  which,  along  with  alumina  and 
silica,  antedates  all  other  oxids  as  a  phosphate  cement-maker  in 
chemical  knowledge,  acts  very  violently  with  phosphoric  acid,  and 
naturally  hastens  the  setting  of  a  zinc  phosphate  cement  to  such  a 
degree  that  its  use  for  whitening  such  a  cement  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  oxids  of  aluminum  and  silicon  act  only  as  foreign  sub- 
stances, to  the  detriment  of  the  result,  according  to  my  observations. 

Thus,  any  beneficial  combination  must  have  a  darker  color  than 
the  straight  basic  zinc  oxid.  In  using  phosphate  cements  I  have 
become  more  and  more  convinced  that  as  much  benefit  is  derived 
by  making  combinations  which  give  mixed  shades  of  gray,  brown, 
blue,  and  green,  as  can  be  gotten  by  blending  with  basic  zinc  oxid 
the  cement-making  oxids  mentioned. 

As  a  result  of  ascertaining  these  cement-making  properties  of  the 
more  or  less  dark-colored  oxids,  I  have  derived  much  benefit  in  my 
practice  from  the  use  of  cements  made  by  incorporating  plain  cupric 
oxid  with  phosphoric  acid,  or,  as  conditions  sometimes  indicate,  a 
combination  of  cupric  oxid  and  other  of  the  metallic  oxids  men- 
tioned. Such  cements  have  come  to  be  known  as  "oxyphosphate 
of  copper"  in  the  simple  form,  and  "new  process  oxyphosphate  of 
copper"  in  the  compound  form. 

Committees  have  been  appointed  to  make  tests  and  experiments 
with  these  new  combinations.  Efforts  were  made  to  get  the  com- 
mittees together  to-day. 

We  find,  as  peculiar  to  the  materials  and  as  differing  from  zinc 
oxid  cements,  for  instance,  that  the  maximum  density  is  obtained 
from  a  creamy  mix  rather  than  from  a  stiff  or  putty-like  mix,  as  is 
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the  case  with  the  zinc  oxyphosphate.  With  these  cements  there 
is  obtained  a  decided  embalming  effect  of  semi-decalcified  dentin 
and  of  thoroughly  decalcified  dentin,  which  is  peculiar  to  copper 
salts. 

These  materials  are  extremely  bland  when  used  near  the  pulp 
or  in  contact  with  gum  tissue,  and  seem  to  have  a  very  salutary 
effect  upon  inflamed  pulp  or  gum  tissue.  A  large  buccal  cavity, 
for  instance,  into  which  the^utft'has  ovcriapped  and  become  angry 
and  ragged, — the  gum  will  shrink  away,  and  take  on  a  condition 
where  it  is  rather  difficult  to  start  a  hemorrhage.  You  really  have  to 
lacerate  the  tissue  before  there  will  be  a  flow  of  blood,  and  the  eflFect 
of  the  contact  with  gum  tissue  is  such  that  in  a  multi-rooted  tooth, 
where  there  has  been  extreme  recession  of  the  gum,  and  a  pocket  at 
the  bifurcation  of  the  roots,  this  space  can  be  literally  filled  with 
the  straight  "Original"  oxyphosphate  of  copper  and  cause  a  shrink- 
ing of  the  tissue,  and  also  the  correction  of  the  tendency  to  suppura- 
tion, to  such  an  extent  that  the  tissue  becomes  healthy  and  suppura- 
tion ceases.  Many  cases  of  active  pyorrhea  have  been  cured  by 
this  simple  method.  The  material  has  the  property  of  taking  up  a 
slight  trace  of  moisture  which  may  be  present,  and  will  adhere  to 
a  plain  surface  after  being  made  only  reasonably  dry,  doing  away 
with  the  necessity  of  undercuts  entirely.  It  is  especially  useful  for 
filling  the  open  fissures  of  newly  erupted  permanent  teeth, — that 
is,  first,  second,  or  third  molars,  which  can  be  done  with  very  little 
preparation,  and  is  a  most  useful  material  for  filling  cavities  in 
deciduous  teeth  because  of  its  embalming  properties  and  because  a 
trace  of  moisture  will  not  interfere  with  its  adhesion.  The  setting 
process  is  so  rapid  when  it  is  properly  mixed  that  submersion  soon 
after  insertion  does  no  damage. 

Many  other  uses  might  be  mentioned, — so  many  that  to  me  and  to 
others  it  has  seemed  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  color  of  these  ma- 
terials, there  would  be  little  excuse  for  any  other  cements. 

This  paper  will  not  be  complete  without  some  consideration  of 
zinc  oxychlorid.  A  practical  oxychlorid  may  be  simply  a  nearly 
saturated  solution  of  zinc  chlorid  and  a  good  basic  zinc  oxid,  but 
nearly  all  preparations  of  this  kind  available  are  compounded  for 
quicker  setting  than  such  a  formula  w^ould  give. 

A  straight  zinc  oxychlorid  is  rather  too  slow  in  its  setting  to  at 
first  appeal  to  the  manipulator,  but  when  the  utility  of  such  a  corn- 
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pound  is  noted  in  comparison  with  any  modified  zinc  oxychlorid 
known  to  me  in  which  the  modification  consists  of  the  addition  of 
other  oxids  calculated  to  hasten  the  setting,  the  superiority  of  the 
straight  zinc  oxychlorid  leads  one  to  compromise  in  the  matter,  and 
be  satisfied  to  cover  a  pulp-capping  or  cavity  lining  for  a  day  or 
more,  when  a  satisfactory  density  has  been  attained.  The  modi- 
fication of  this  material  for  quick  setting  usually  consists  of  the 
addition  of  calcium  oxid.  After  having  had  experience  previous  to 
the  general  use  of  oxyphosphates  with  the  oxychlorids  of  commerce, 
all  of  which  known  to  me  were  modified  for  quick  setting,  and  more 
recently  with  straight  zinc  oxychlorid,  I  am  quite  positive  that 
much  or  all  of  the  tendency  to  fail  at  the  cervical  margin  was  attri- 
butable to  the  modifying  ingredients,  so  that  after  seeing  disastrous 
failures  from  my  early  use  of  oxychlorids,  I  feel  that  I  might  now 
safely  fill  approximal  cavities  reaching  the  gum  line  with  a  straight 
zinc  oxychlorid,  if  there  were  not  other  cements  more  reliable  for 
withstanding  mechanical  destructive  influences.  I  will  wander 
from  my  subject  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  for  cavity  lining  I  con- 
sider it  the  cement  par  excellence. 

There  has  been  much  energy  expended  upon  attempts  to  utilize 
the  cement-making  phenomena  developed  when  phosphoric  acid 
solutions  and  calcium-aluminum-silicon  combinations  are  intermixed. 
About  1895,  a  preparation  called  "Dentos*'  was  vaunted  by  a  leading 
manufacturing  house  as  the  long-looked-for,  indestructible  plastic 
filling  material.  My  personal  experience  with  it  was  disastrous,  as 
was  the  experience  of  all  others  apparently,  since  the  material  very 
soon  passed  into  obscurity.  Fillings  were  made  of  this  preparation 
which  withstood  the  oral  secretions  and  attrition  admirably,  only 
to  be  failures  from  decay  all  about  the  mass,  because  of  shrinkage, 
not  perceptible  till  made  evident  by  decay  of  the  cavity  wall. 

More  recently  a  similar  preparation  has  been  much  vaunted  as 
the  millennium-maker.  As  it  has  not  been  possible  for  me  to  make 
a  test  filling  of  this  preparation  in  the  regulation  size  cavity  in 
steel  testing  tube  whidi  would  hold  up  within  eight  points  of  zero, 
even  when  submerged  in  water  while  hardening,  and  since  the 
breaking-down  of  edges  of  fillings  shows  a  shrinkage  and  absolute 
lack  of  adhesion  to  the  cavity  wall,  I  am  obliged  to  say  that  the 
much-sought-for  result  has  not  been  attained  in  this  material.  The 
power  of  the  ultimate  product  of  an  admixture  of  this  sort  to  with- 
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Stand  the  destructive  tendencies  of  alkaline  solutions  and  organic 
acids  makes  investigation  along  that  line  quite  fascinating.  If  this 
tendency  of  these  products  to  shrink  during  hardening  can  be  over- 
come, we  will  have  a  preparation  which  may  possibly  have  some 
special  uses,  and  yet,  if  it  cannot  be  so  compounded  as  to  give  a 
more  dense  and  resistant  mass  than  can  be  made  from  a  modified 
zinc  oxyphosphate,  then  there  would  only  be  left  for  it  the  filling  of 
a  few  well-protected  cavities  for  which  we  have  already  a  reliable 
material  in  a  properly  modified  gutta-percha. 

DISCUSSION,  WITH  REPORTS  OF  SPECIAL  COMMIT- 
TEE ON  CEMENTS. 

Dr.  Low,  of  Buffalo.  The  Secretary,  upon  invitation  of  the 
President,  asked  Dr.  Stainton,  Dr.  Mimmack,  and  myself  to  make 
investigations.  Originally  we  expected  to  make  no  experiments 
except  with  the  oxid  of  copper.  Afterward  it  was  determined 
we  should  go  beyond  that.  I  have  a  report  which  we  prepared 
in  Buffalo,  and  I  expected  the  secretary  of  the  committee  to 
read  it.  I  speak  of  the  cements  we  have  experimented  with 
during  the  past  year,  not  mentioning  those  all  of  us  have  used 
previously.  I  give  the  trade  names,  because  we  thought  you 
would  best  understand  them  by  these  names : 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Eighth  District  Dental  Society  Ap- 
pointed TO  Investigate  Cements  as  Filling  Materials. 

To  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

"Archite." — Impervious.  Translucent  in  appearance.  Marble-like  hard- 
ness. Withstood  ammonia  and  acid  tests.  Edges  chip  off.  (Can  recom- 
mend it  only  for  occlusal  cavities  entirely  surrounded  by  wall.)  Conductive 
of  thermal  changes  to  a  high  degree.  Adhesiveness  lacking.  (Would  not 
use  it  in  crown-  and  bridge-work.) 

Have  used  it  for  six  months. 

"Wilcox  Impervious." — Imperviousness  not  absolute.  Moderately  hard. 
Edge  strength  good.  Adhesiveness  good.  Conductivity  low.  Is  acted 
upon  by  oral  fluids. 

"Caulk's  Diamond." — Moderately  hard.  Edge  strength  good.  Adhesive- 
ness good.     Conductivity  low.     Is  acted  upon  by  oral  fluids. 

*'Caulk's  Petroid." — Impervious.  Edge  strength  good.  Adhesiveness 
good.     Conductivity  low.     Is  affected  but  little  by  oral  fluids. 

'*Ames'  Quick-setting  Crown  Cement." — IJsed  in  crown  setting,  very 
satisfactory.  Adhesiveness  very  good.  Superfluous  cement  has  quality  of 
protecting  margins  until  cement  in  crowns  is  thoroughly  hardened. 
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"Ames*  Oxyphosphate  of  Copper,  Original  and  New  Process." — Black 
in  color.  Hardens  under  water.  Very  hard.  Edge  strength  good.  With- 
stands mastication  wonderfully  well.  Adapted  to  places  where  its  color 
would  be  no  objection;  buccal  cavities  which  can't  be  kept  dry.  Is  not  acteil 
on  by  oral  fluids.  Is  the  dirtiest  material  to  manipulate  ever  introduced  in 
dentistry.  p,  W.  Low, 

C.  W.  Stainton, 

A.  E.  MiMMACK. 

Two  of  the  members  of  our  committee  have  used  the  Archite 
quite  extensively,  somewhat  to  our  sorrow. 

Ames'  quick-setting  Crown  cement  adheres  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane about  the  edge  of  the  crown  to  such  an  extent  thai  in  my 
personal  experience  I  have  had  more  satisfaction  in  cementing  a 
crown  with  that  than  any  other.  Dr.  Mimmack's  experience  was 
the  same. 

We  made  that  last  statement  of  our  report  in  concession  to  our 
worthy  brother,  Dr.  Stainton;  Dr.  Stainton  operates  without  the 
assistance  of  an  office  girl.  I  have  not  found  the  objection  to  it 
myself  that  Dr.  Stainton  has,  for  I  have  a  girl  who  knows  better 
how  to  mix  cement  than  I  do  myself,  because  she  has  had  very 
much  more  experience.  The  manufacturer  of  the  Wilcox  cement, 
the  inventor  of  it,  said  when  he  came  to  my  office  and  demonstrated 
the  use  of  the  Archite,  "Dr.  Low,  if  I  could  rely  upon  the  fact  that 
this  cement  in  its  mixing  would  be  manipulated  as  I  see  it  manipu- 
lated by  this  young  lady,  I  should  go  away  from  every  office  where 
I  have  demonstrated  it  with  the  utmost  confidence  that  it  would 
prove  to  be  the  cement  of  the  greatest  usefulness  ever  yet  invented." 
Notwithstanding  this  assurance  of  the  inventor,  this  young  lady, 
who  manipulates  all  the  other  cements  to  my  satisfaction,  to  a  de- 
gree above  what  I  can  do  myself, — notwithstanding  that  the  inventor 
was  so  well  pleased  with  her  manipulation  of  it,  I  found  that  it  did 
not  satisfy  me  in  any  respect,  and  Dr.  Mimmack  has  found  the 
same.  He  had  in  his  pocket,  and  expected  to  give  to-night,  a  little 
independent  report  of  a  case  in  which  he  had  filled  different  cavities 
in  the  same  mouth  with  different  cements,  and  the  results.  It  was 
a  relative,  whose  mouth  needed  a  general  overhauling,  and  she  sub- 
mitted to  this  experiment  for  the  benefit  of  this  society.  I  regret 
that  you  will  not  hear  this  report  of  the  doctor's  latest  experiments. 
He  could  not  be  present  this  evening. 
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Ames'  oxyphosphate  of  copper  cement:  Were  it  not  for  the 
ebony  color,  I  do  not  think  we  would  have  to  look  much  farther  for 
a  filling  material  that  would  succeed  all  cements ;  and  if  we  could 
gold-plate  it,  I  think  it  would  supplant  gold. 

As  the  Harvard  cement  was  so  well  known,  it  was  deemed  ad- 
visable by  the  committee  to  mention  only  those  that  came  into 
recent  notice. 

Dr.  Sanger.  Did  the  color  of  the  copper  cement  enter  the  tubuli 
and  cause  discoloration? 

Dr.  Low.  I  do  not  know  of  any  case ;  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
being  reported.* 

Dr.  Tracy,  New  York.  One  of  the  committee  who  is  working 
on  this  line  has  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Gillett,  and  if  you  will 
kindly  ask  him  to  read  the  letter,  I  think  it  will  have  some  bearing 
on  the  subject. 

The  secretary  then  read  the  following  letter 
From  Dr.  Gillett. 

My  dear  Dr.  Hart, — I  feel  I  can  add  but  little  to  the  discussion  of  the 
paper  Dr.  Ames  is  to  present  to  the  society.  I  have  little  faith  in  the  value 
of  experiments  in  filling  materials  when  made  out  of  the  mouth,  and  I  use 
but  little  cement  for  fillings  in  my  practice. 

The  new  process  oxyphosphate  copper  cement  I  have  been  using  for  cavi- 
ties in  children's  teeth,  and  thus  far  the  indications  are  sufficiently  good,  so 
that  I  shall  continue  its  use  for  such  work.  In  two  cases  in  adult  mouths  I 
have  seen  it  waste  in  about  the  same  way  that  an  ordinary  zinc  phosphate 
would. 

In  several  cases  where  I  have  used  it  on  distal  and  buccal  surfaces  of  third 
molars  there  has  resulted  an  irritated  spot  on  the  cheek,  apparently  at  the 
point  lying  in  contact  with  the  filling.  Dr.  Ames'  explanation  of  this  seems 
a  reasonable  one,  but  the  fact  that  the  irritation  has  appeared  in  some  degree 
in  every  case  where  I  have  made  a  filling  of  this  kind  has  led  me  to  discard 
its  use  for  such  places. 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  am  not  feeling  well  enough  to  attend  the  meeting 
and  take  an  active  part  in  the  discussion  of  Dr.  Ames'  paper,  which  I  am 
sure  will  be  a  valuable  one. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  very  successful  meeting,  I  am 

Yours  sincerely,  Henry  W.  Gillett. 

Dr.  Tracy.  The  reason  I  asked  to  have  that  read  was  because 
Dr.  Gillett's  report  surprised  me  in  some  particulars,  and  as  I  read 
the  little  report  which  I  have. prepared,  you  will  see  wherein  my 

*Since  the  state  meeting  I  have  had  one  tooth  to  give  trouble,  but  the  stain 
only  penetrated  so  far  into  the  dentin  as  it  was  decalcified  very  badly. 
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experience  differs  from  his.     I  have  followed  out  my  individual 
inclination,  not  working  with  anyone  else.     As  I  understood  it,  the 
work  was  to  be  limited  to  the  oxyphosphate  of  copper. 
Dr.  Tracy  read  his  report,  as  follows : 

Report  by  Dr.  W.  D.  Tracy  in  regard  to  Oxyphosphate  of  Copper  as  a 

Dental  Cement. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — Having  been  appointed  by  our  president 
some  months  ago  as  a  member  of  a  committee  to  make  a  special  study  of 
oxyphosphate  of  copper  cement,  I  have  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
this  material. 

The  work  of  the  committee,  instead  of  being  presented  as  a  whole,  was  to 
be  presented  in  the  form  of  individual  reports,  and  the  following  remarks 
will  therefore  refer  to  my  personal  clinical  experience  with  the  cement  under 
our  consideration.  On  the  whole,  the  results  of  my  experiments  have  been 
most  satisfactory,  and  seem  to  corroborate  the  experience  of  others  working 
along  this  line. 

I  am  sure  the  statement  of  the  following  case  will  be  of  interest,  as  afford- 
ing conclusive  evidence  of  the  superiority  of  oxyphosphate  of  copper  over 
oth^. materials. used  in  the  treatment  of  the  same  case. 

An  inferior  right  second  molar  from  which  the  pulp  had  been  removed, 
and  which  had  subsequently  split  through  the  center  from  front  to  back,  was 
carefully  treated  to  reduce  inflammation  and  soreness.  The  crevice  was  pried 
open  slightly,  and  after  being  thoroughly  dried,  a  thick  solution  of  chloro- 
percha  and  hydronaphthol  was  introduced  and  the  two  portions  of  the  tooth 
bound  firmly  together  with  a  close-fitting  gold  band. 

This  was  partially  satisfactory  for  a  while,  but  after  a  month  became  sore 
and  uneasy.  It  was  then  opened  again,  cleansed  and  treated,  the  crevice 
filled  with  oxyphosphate  of  zinc,  and  the  band  replaced.  This  treatment  was 
also  partially  satisfactory,  but  the  patient  complained  that  he  never  could 
bite  any  hard  substance  without  acute  pain.  Unwilling  to  leave  such  a  con- 
dition as  final,  the  tooth  was  once  more  opened,  was  freed  from  all  the  old 
cement,  and,  with  the  band  in  place  as  a  splint,  was  allowed  to  rest  for 
twenty-four  hours.  After  the  proper  preliminary  treatment,  oxyphosphate  of 
copper  was  then  carried  well  down  into  the  crevice  and  smeared  over  the 
outer  surface  of  the  tooth  as  well.  The  band  was  then  forced  firmly  into  place, 
and,  after  letting  the  patient  bite  on  a  piece  of  tin  foil  interposed  between  the 
sph't  molar  and  its  antagonist,  to  be  assured  of  proper  occlusion,  a  blast  of 
warm  air  was  turned  upon  the  tooth,  and  after  removing  the  surplus  cement 
the  patient  was  dismissed,  with  mingled  feelings  of  hope  and  doubt. 

This  was  seven  months  ago,  and  the  result  has  been  most  satisfactory. 
The  tooth  having  become  firm  and  comfortable,  permits  the  patient  to  masti- 
cate with  impunity  upon  anything,  as  he  says,  "from  soup  down  to  Bent's 
water  crackers." 

Why  has  this  salutary  result  followed  the  use  of  the  oxyphosphate  of  cop- 
per, when  the  results  of  the  same  careful  manipulation  with  other  materials 
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were  negative?  There  must  be  some  definite  reason  for  the  effect  produced, 
and  I  believe  the  beneficial  results  are  largely  due  to  the  potency  of  its  anti- 
inflammatory properties.  My  experience  in  this  case  leads  me  to  believe  that 
the  physical  characteristics  of  this  cement  render  it  particularly  advantage- 
ous for  use  in  this  class  of  cases,  as  it  always  takes  a  smooth  rounded  form 
where  surplus  of  the  mix  is  squeezed  out  of  the  crevice  between  the  split 
portions  of  the  tooth,  instead  of  a  jagged  edge  such  as  is  presented  by  the 
zinc  cements,  and  any  such  protruding  bit  of  surplus  remains  smooth; 
instead  of  acting  as  an  irritant  to  the  soft  tissues  with  which  it  may  come 
in  contact,  it  exerts  a.  benign  and  soothing  influence,  which  I  feel  plays  no 
small  part  in  maintaining  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  tooth  so  treated. 

I  tested  its  density  and  wearing  qualities  in  my  own  mouth,  by  having  a 
filling  placed  in  a  lower  third  molar  adjoining  a  second  molar  which  was 
filled  with  Harvard  cement,  the  antagonizing  teeth  and  other  conditions 
being  substantially  the  same  in  both  teeth.  In  this  locality  and  environment 
it  has  outlasted  the  Harvard  cement,  wearing  nearly  twice  as  long  before 
renewal  was  necessary;  and  this  has  been  confirmed  in  numerous  other  cases. 

In  the  extremely  sensitive  saucer-shaped  cavities  on  the  buccal  surfaces  of 
molars,  the  cement  has  filled  a  long-felt  want  in  my  hands.  Its  unusual  ad- 
hesive properties  and  the  fact  that  it  will  stick  to  a  cavity  which  has  not  been 
perfectly  dried,  make  it  possible  to  fill  these  cavities  with  a  minimum  amount 
of  excavation  and  drying,  and  therefore  with  a  minimum  amount  of  pain  to 
the  patient.  Cavities  treated  in  this  manner  are  always  comfortable  after 
filling,  and  my  confidence  in  the  therapeutic  value  of  the  material  is  such  that 
I  feel  that  teeth  of  the  soft  variety  are  more  safe  carrying  these  fillings  than 
if  they  had  been  thoroughly  shaped  and  filled  with  amalgam. 

Cavities  in  deciduous  teeth,  extending  below  the  gum  and  nearly  approach- 
ing the  pulp,  can  be  most  successfully  filled  with  this  material  and  kept  in  a 
■condition  of  comfort  and  safety  until  the  eruption  of  their  permanent  suc- 
cessors; and,  while  I  doubt  if  any  material  is  now  known  that  will  take  the 
place  of  gutta-percha  in  all  cavities,  I  feel  that  I  cannot  pass  this  point  with- 
out commending  the  cleanliness  of  this  cement  as  compared  with  the  latter 
material. 

Teeth  which  support  partial  dentures  having  broad  flat  clasps  are  often 
found  disintegrated  near  the  cervical  margin,  presenting  shallow  cavities  and 
•extensive  decalcification  of  enamel.  In  the  majority  of  cases  these  cavities 
are  in  an  inconspicuous  place  and  can  be  filled  with  copper  cement  to  good 
advantage. 

My  experience  with  the  oxyphosphate  of  copper  covers  a  period  of  a  little 
more  than  seven  months  only,  and  I  cannot  therefore  speak  of  its  wearing 
properties  further  than  to  say  that  it  outwears  oxyphosphate  of  zinc  in  every 
case  that  has  come  under  my  observation.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  cement 
will  grow  in  popular  favor  among  the  profession  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
that  they  become  familiar  with  its  properties  and  wide  range  of  usefulness, 
and  if  the  reports  of  this  committee  appointed  to  study  the  characteristics  of 
the  preparation  serve  to  stimulate  others  to  try  the  oxyphosphate  of  copper, 
we  may  feel  that  good  work  has  been  accomplished. 
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The  surprise  to  me  in  Dr.  Gillett's  report  was  that  he  found 
that  it  caused  an  irritation.  Dr.  Keppy  also  spoke  of  some  pain  in  a 
deciduous  tooth  after  he  appHed  it ;  but  I  never  had  such  an  experi- 
ence, and  have  always  found  it  bland  and  non-irritating. 

Dr.  Keppy.  My  experience  has  been  about  the  same  as  Dr. 
Tracy's,  with  the  exception  of  a  case  of  a  deciduous  tooth  wherein 
a  filling  of  oxyphosphate  of  copper  was  placed,  and  the  patient 
returned  the  following  day  complaining  of  considerable  pain.  I 
removed  the  oxyphosphate  of  copper,  and  applied  the  ordinary 
oxyphosphate  of  zinc,  and  had  no  trouble  afterward.  The  other 
points  have  been  covered.  I  use  the  oxyphosphate  of  copper  in 
posterior  buccal  cavities  of  molars  and  third  molar  teeth,  and  in 
the  deciduous  teeth.  I  was  very  much  prejudiced  against  it  on 
account  of  its  color ;  but  I  am  also  willing  to  say  now  that  I  believe 
it  has  a  very  useful  place  among  the  cements  for  our  use. 

Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Brooklyn.  What  I  have  to  say  relates 
merely  to  my  observations  of  the  clinical  use  of  these  cements.  In 
regard  to  the  scientific  side  of  the  subject  I  am  ignorant.  I  have 
not  used  them  sufficiently  long  to  give  a  definite  opinion.  I  should 
not  like  to  make  any  positive  statement  in  regard  to  their  use,  as 
it  is  only  about  four  or  five  months  since  I  began  using  them. 
The  patients  I  have  used  the  cements  on  mostly  are  inmates  of  an 
orphanage  in  Brooklyn.  I  have  used  the  oxyphosphate  of  copper 
in  temporary  and  also  in  permanent  teeth.  The  results  have  been 
satisfactory,  with  few  exceptions.  I  notice  no  sign  of  wasting,  but 
perhaps  it  is  not  a  fair  test.  In  using  several  of  the  phosphate 
cements  which  have  failed,  inasmuch  as  they  have  wasted  rapidly 
in  the  mouths  of  my  private  patients,  they  show  no  signs  of  wasting 
in  the  mouths  of  those  patients  from  the  orphanage.  Cements 
which  were  very  unsatisfactory  in  my  private  practice  gave  very 
good  results  in  the  mouths  of  these  children. 

I  had  just  such  a  cavity  as  that  for  which  Dr.  Ames  recommends 
the  "original"  preparation.  It  was  a  deep  buccal  cavity  in  a  lower 
molar,  from  which  I  could  not  remove  all  the  decay,  Much  pain 
was  experienced,  which  lasted  for  nearly  an  hour.  It  was  excru- 
ciating. After  that  time  it  abated,  and  has  given  no  trouble  since. 
That  was  about  three  or  four  months  ago.  In  another  instance  I 
applied  a  large  filling  to  a  molar,  one  of  the  class  in  which  the 
enamel  is  imperfect,  and  subsequent  decay  had  occurred.     The 
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tooth  was  quiet  at  first,  but  after  a  few  days  it  developed  a  soreness 
which  led  me  to  believe  the  pulp  had  become  devitalized,  or  at  least 
extensive  inflammation  had  taken  place.  It  culminated  in  a  peri- 
cemental abscess.  After  curing  the  abscess  by  external  treatment, 
I  was  obliged  to  open  the  filling,  on  account  of  continued  pain, 
v/hich,  by  the  way,  was  a  most  difficult  process  and  very  painful. 
After  applying  carbolic  acid  the  pain  decreased,  and  permitted  me 
to  remove  the  filling.  There  was  discoloration  under  the  filling, 
exactly  similar  to  that  produced  by  potassium  permanganate, — a 
purple  stain.  The  tooth  has  returned  to  a  normal  condition  of 
health,  and  I  shall  refill  the  cavity  with  some  other  material. 

On  the  whole,  oxyphosphate  of  copper  has  given  me  such  satis- 
factory results  that  I  should  prefer  to  use  it  instead  of  other  ce- 
ments, gutta-percha,  amalgam,  or  even  gold  in  the  posterior  teeth, — 
and,  in  fact,  in  the  anterior  teeth,  if  it  approached  to  any  degree  the 
natural  color  of  the  teeth. 

The  other  cements  which  I  have  used  especially  in  order  to  report 
at  this  meeting  are  Archite,  Metalloid,  and  Fellowship.  And  here 
I  must  differ  from  the  opinion  expressed  by  Dr.  Low  in  regard  to 
the  advisibility  of  using  Archite  in  occlusal  cavities.  One  of  the 
worst  failures  I  had  was  in  a  lower  molar.  I  kept  it  perfectly  dry, 
coated  it  with  paraffin,  according  to  directions,  and  after  about  two 
months  found  a  deep  fissure  around  the  filling.  That  has  been  my 
experience  with  all  Archite  fillings.  It  also  is  not  impervious,  for 
having  mixed  a  pellet  of  Archite  and  put  it  into  an  aniline  solution, 
allowing  it  to  remain  there  about  thirty  hours,  it  shows  a  decided 
absorption  of  the  aniline. 

I  have  within  the  past  two  weeks  received  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Crouse,  relative  to  Fellowship  cement,  which  I  will  read.  (Dr. 
Hutchinson  read  the  letter.) 

I  replied  to  Dr.  Crouse  that  as  the  meeting  was  so  near,  it  would 
allow  no  time  to  make  practical  tests  in  the  mouth ;  but  if  what  he 
claims  is  true,  in  regard  to  not  only  the  failure  to  injure  the  filling 
by  contact  with  the  saUva,  but  that  it  is  rather  improved  by  it,  it 
must  be  a  very  good  thing.  He  wrote  me  in  reply  the  following 
letter.     (Dr.  Hutchinson  read  the  letter.) 

Dr.  Crouse  advises  mixing  a  pellet  of  the  Fellowship  cement, 
and  holding  it  in  the  mouth,  in  comparison  with  the  others.  Ac- 
cording to  his  sLiq^gestion,  I  mixed  pellets  of  several  other  cements, 
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and  of  the  Fellowship.  I  found  all  the  others  produced  an  intense 
burning  sensation,  which  was  almost  lacking  in  the  Fellowship. 
The  pellets  were  then  placed  in  an  anilin  solution ;  the  ones  I  used 
were  Fellowship,  Britton's,  Archite,  and  Metalloid.  The  Archite 
shows  considerable  absorption;  Britton's  show^s  absorption  clear 
through ;  the  Metalloid  shows  some  absorption,  and  the  Fellowship 
hardly  any.  Dr.  Grouse  is  wrong,  or  he  certainly  does  not  know  of 
the  oxyphosphate  of  copper,  when  he  claims  that  no  other  than  the 
Fellowship  can  be  wet  at  once.  It  has  been  my  habit  to  allow  the 
saliva  to  flow  right  over  it.  It  hardens  at  once,  so  that  there 
is  difficulty  in  cutting  it  down  if  there  is  any  surplus. 
.  Dr.  Low.  I  want  to  say  that  I  received  a  letter  nearly  identical 
to  the  one  just  read,  from  Dr.  Grouse ;  I  made  a  reply,  and  received 
a  second  letter  which  is  almost  identical.  I  have  also  made  two 
fillings  with  the  Fellowship  cement.  In  the  place  where  it  stands 
I  should  say  it  was  a  very  great  thing,  but  the  fillings  were  only 
made  a  week  ago.  It  does  harden  quickly;  a  drop  that  is  so  soft 
that  it  will  flow  off,  if  dropped  into  a  glass  of  water  will  harden 
readily.  I  have  found,  as  has  also  Dr.  Mimmack,  that  it  is  im- 
pervious. Next  to  Dr.  Ames'  oxyphosphate  of  copper,  I  think  it 
will  perhaps  prove  the  most  ideal  hydraulic  cement  we  have  had 
yet.     As  to  its  wearing  qualities,  I  know  nothing. 

Dr.  Head.  I  have  had  some  experience  with  cements,  but  it 
has  been  more  of  a  practical  nature.  I  had  hopes  of  Archite,  as  all 
of  you  had  hopes,  and  as  most  of  you  have  had  your  hopes  blasted 
in  the  bud.  I  may  say  mine  were  blasted  in  the  seed.  While  Archite 
had  this  beautiful  translucent  appearance,  and  would  give  the  ap- 
pearance that  no  other  cement  would  give,  it  has  been  in  my  hands 
the  most  unreliable  cement  ever  used.  It  contracts,  and  in  fact  I 
never  saw  a  cement  disintegrate  so  rapidly  as  the  Archite.  It 
surpasses  all  records.  I  had  one  case  of  a  large  cavity,  three-eighths 
of  an  inch  wide  and  one-quarter  of  an  inch  deep.  I  filled  that  with 
Archite.  One  would  think  this  particular  filling  would  at  least  be 
staWe  and  firm;  but  in  one  month  the  patient  said  if  he  bit  on  the 
filling  it:  hurt  him.  I  had  to  take  it  out  because  it  balled  all  up. 
I  will  also  say  it  has  not  been  my  custom  to  have  my  porcelain  inlays 
drop  out,  but  I  was  unwise  enough  to  be  beguiled  into  using  Archite 
in  some  of  them,  and  about  three-quarters  of  them  are  out  now,  and 
I  am  waiting  for  the  other  quarter  to  come  out !     Fortunately,  I  did 
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use  some  Harvard  cement  and  some  Ames  cement,  and  I  have 
hopes  that  I  may  have  a  few  patients  left  for  the  next  few  months. 

Seriously,  this  cement  question  is  a  very  deep  one,  and  the  chem- 
istry is  not  thoroughly  understood,  as  Dr.  Ames  has  said.  We  are 
all  waiting  for  the  question  to  be  solved,  and  I  really  think  that  with 
such  conscientious,  scientific  work  as  is  being  done  by  Dr.  Ames  and 
Dr.  Hinkins,  and  the  materials  being  improved  more  and  more, 
that  even  though  we  may  think  that  saliva  was  invented  by  Divine 
Providence  for  the  purpose  of  dissolving  everything  in  sight,  still 
we  may  have  a  cement  which  will  last  around  porcelain  inlays, 
which  will  be  a  great  comfort,  for  we  have  found  that  where  there 
is  a  very  fine  line  around  the  inlay  the  cement  does  last,  and  does 
not  dissolve  any  farther.  I  think  I  can  explain  that  theoretically. 
When  there  is  this  fine  line  around  a  porcelain  inlay,  there  is  at 
first,  as  all  will  notice,  a  rapid  dissolving  of  that  line  of  cement, 
until  a  fine  capillary  hair  groove  is  observed  between  the  inlay  and 
the  enamel.  Then,  as  we  have  observed,  the  disintegration  seems 
to  stop  entirely,  and  this  would  seem  to  be  from  the  fact  that  this 
fine  capillary  line  is  closed  up  by  a  plug  of  mucus  which  protects 
the  cement  underneath  from  the  disintegrating  action  of  the  saliva,, 
because  if  there  was  a  wide  enough  line  for  washing  to  take  place^ 
this  mucous  line  that  has  been  robbed  of  its  solvent  action  would  be 
washed  out ;  but  as  long  as  we  have  that  fine  line,  the  plug  ui 
mucus  will  last.  As  we  have  this  theory,  which  in  lieu  of  some- 
thing better  we  will  have  to  accept,  and  as,  better  still,  we  have 
practice  to  give  us  an  assurance  that  these  fine  lines  will  be  pro- 
tected, we  can  say  that  even  with  the  present  cement  the  porcelain 
inlay  and  the  gold  inlay  are  successful ;  and  we  still  have  the  greater 
assurance  that,  with  the  great  knowledge  and  industry  being  given 
to  this  work,  the  cement  question  will,  for  all  practical  purposes^ 
be  solved  in  a  very  short  while. 

Dr.  HoFiiEi.NZ.  I  can  only  indorse  everything  that  has  been 
said  in  favor  of  the  oxyphosphate  of  copper.  I  need  not  go  into 
details  again.  There  is  one  point  made  about  oxychlorid  of  zinc 
with  which  I  do  not  agree.  The  gentleman  said  he  would  prefer  to 
line  cavities  with  the  oxychlorid  of  zinc  before  he  put  in  the  zinc 
oxyphosphate.  Whilst  I  am  well  aware  that  the  zinc  chlorid  is  one 
of  the  most  powerful  stimulants,  it  remains  one  of  the  most  danger- 
ous to  the  pulp.     The  great  natural  attraction  that  zinc  chlorid  has 
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for  water,  and  the  great  escharotic  effect  which  it  would  have  on 
the  pulp,  make  it  to  my  mind  extremely  dangerous, — the  most  dan- 
gerous of  all  the  cement  preparations  we  have, — to  place  near  the 
pulp ;  and  I  most  decidedly  disagree  with  Dr.  Ames  on  that  point. 
I  am  glad  that  I  do,  because  it  is  the  only  point  I  can  disagree  with 
in  this  very  able  paper.  Any  other  cement  lining  before  the  oxy- 
phosphate  should  consist  of  oxyphosphate  of  zinc,  of  which  the  non- 
irritability  is  unquestioned. 

Dt.  Rhein,  New  York.  The  report  presented  by  Dr.  Tracy  on 
the  oxyphosphate  of  copper  practically  expresses  my  experience  of 
at  least  four  years'  use  of  this  material.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single 
case  in  which  I  have  used  it,  where  I  have  found  any  solvent  action 
of  the  oxyphosphate  going  on  during  that  length  of  time.  It  has 
been  mostly  used  for  the  posterior  and  buccal  surfaces  of  permanent 
last  molars.  I  have,  however,  also  used  it  in  all  the  posterior  de- 
ciduous teeth,  and  its  effects  in  those  cases  have  been  surprisingly 
good  as  compared  with  other  filling  materials. 

Dr.  Ames.  There  is  very  little  to  say  in  closing  the  discussion. 
I  cannot  help  saying  that  I  am  gratified  that  the  material  which  I 
really  introduced  eleven  or  twelve  years  ago,  which  for  a  long  time 
was  rather  sneered  at  and  called  "that  black  stuff"  has  come  to  be 
appreciated.  It  has  been  a  godsend  to  me  in  many  cases,  and,  as 
somebody  said,  with  its  use  with  either  child  or  nervous  adults, — 
especially  women  in 'certain  conditions, — you  can  dismiss  them 
without  having  inflicted  pain,  because  where  the  use  of  a  material 
of  this  color  is  permissible,  vou  can  stop  your  excavation  at  any 
point,  and  cover  up  any  amount  of  decalcification  or  leathery  decay 
with  it,  open  up  from  three  to  six  months  later,  and  find  that 
material  all  embalmed  and  no  further  decay.  You  have  caused  no 
pain,  and  naturally  ingratiated  yourself  with  your  patient  and  the 
family. 

In  the  sort  of  cases  mentioned  by  Dr.  Gillett,  in  which  a  sore  spot 
appears  upon  the  cheek, — opposite  a  filling  which  has  been  in- 
serted on  the  posterior  buccal  comer  of  a  third  molar,  for  in- 
stance,— my  only  observation  in  my  own  practice  has  been  that  the 
cheek  had  formed  in  such  a  way,  on  account  of  their  having  been 
a  cavity  there  for  a  considerable  time,  that  on  filling  the  cavity  and 
restoring  it  to  contour,  there  was  a  tendency  for  the  patient  to  catch 
the  cheek  at  that  point,  and  bring  about  a  regular  canker  sore. 
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Then  there  was  the  condition  in  the  material  which  would  tend  to 
cause  the  cheek  to  be  caught  between  this  filling  and  the  occliiding 
teeth  to  a  greater  extent  than  with  an  amalgam  filling,  for  instance, 
because  the  process  of  manufacture  at  one  time  produced  extremely 
hard  metallic  particles  which  would  give  a  decidedly  granular  sur- 
face. I  am  glad  to  say  that  that  condition  has  been  overcome,  and 
I  have  overcome  some  difficulties  which  came  from  the  fact  that 
this  material  is  so  subject  to  differences  through  changes  in  tem- 
perature. Material  made  in  summer,  if  it  happened  to  be  used  in 
colder  weather  would  set  slowly ;  material  compounded  for  winter 
work,  if  used  in  the  surfimer,  would  set  very  quickly.  After  having 
sufficient  experience  I  think  it  is  possible  to  settle  on  what  we  would 
call  a  "happy  medium,''  and  mix  it  a  little  stiflfer  in  winter  than  in 
summer,  and  get  good  setting  qualities  in  all  seasons. 

As  to  the  matter  of  stain,  the  inquiry  put  by  Dr.  Sanger,  I  would 
say  there  is  a  stain  in  decalcified  and  semi-decalcified  dentin,  but 
it  stops  absolutely  at  normal  tissue.  I  have  seen  extracted  <lecidu- 
ous  teeth  and  useless  third  molars,  which  I  sometimes  fill  and  then 
extract  and  make  sections  of  them,  and  the  stain  is  exactly  such  as 
is  obtained  in  microscopical  work.  The  illustrations  of  Dr.  Wil- 
liams show  exactly  the  zone-shaped  outline  in  them  that  this  copper 
will  produce.     It  is  just  to  that  extent  that  the  material  stains. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ.  This  was  my  experience  in  discoloration.  Did 
you  find  the  discoloration  greater  and  deeper  in  teeth  that  were 
pulpless  ? 

Dr.  Amp:s.  Yes;  especially  in  pulpless  deciduous  teeth.  I  have 
found  them  stained  throughout.  I  have  seen  deciduous  teeth  which 
were  pulpless,  which  had  no  treatment  whatever,  become  thoroughly 
stained,  and  grow  absolutely  normal  and  useful,  where  other  pulp- 
less deciduous  teeth  in  the  same  mouth,  which  were  filled  with  some 
other  material,  had  bad  abscesses  over  the  roots,  which  shows  the 
astonishing  effect  of  the  copper  salts. 

The  pulpitis  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Hutchinson  was  probably  caused 
by  heat  developed  l)y  too  rapid  setting,  which  can  now  be  avoided. 

I  am  glad  Dr.  Hofheinz  brought  up  the  statement  against  the 
use  of  oxychlorid  in  pulpless  teeth.  I  might  take  a  few  more 
chances  in  vital  teeth  than  he,  but  my  main  advocacy  of  it  would  be 
in  the  lining  of  large  cavities  in  pulpless  teeth,  especially  where  they 
had  been  bleached  and  it  was  desirable  to  retain  or  improve  the  color. 
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Inasmuch  as  some  letters  have  been  read  recounting  results  with 
an  ultra-hydraulic  cement  I  will  say,  as  I  said  in  my  paper,  that  I 
think  the  trend  of  improvement  to-day  is  toward  cements  which  are 
hydraulic  to  a  high  degree,  and  yet  I  know,  as  all  know  who  have 
had  sufficient  experience  in  the  manufacture  and  use  of  cements, 
that  this  hydraulic  feature  can  be  overdone,  at  the  expense  of  other 
virtues.  I  do  not  care  to  say  very  much,  but  I  will  say  there  have 
long  been  cements  which  can  be  treated  in  this  way. 

The  circular  and  letter  read  too  much  like  Archite  literature. 

Report  of  Wm.  W.  Belcher,  D.D.S.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  on  Cements. 

A  more  worthless  material  for  filling  teeth  than  "Archite"  it  would  be 
difficult  to  conceive.  Outside  of  the  mouth  it  is  a  dream,  but  practically  it  is 
not  worth  anything.  It  is  the  old  "Dentos"  under  a  new  name, — an  alumi- 
num phosphate. 

Pellets  of  Archite,  mixed  and  allowed  to  harden  for  five  minutes  and 
placed  in  an  anilin  dye  were  found  seamed  and  cracked;  some  of  them  it 
would  almost  appear  had  burst.  Allowed  to  harden  for  five  or  six  hours 
and  then  placed  in  an  anilin  dye  they  were  found  to  be  impervious  to  moist- 
ure. The  material  resists  the  action  of  acids  and  alkalies  to  a  degree.  It  is 
very  hard  but  extremely  brittle.  It  will  not  adhere  to  the  walls  of  the 
cavity,  and  is  dislodged  under  the  slightest  provocation.  I  have  bought 
several  gold  bricks  in  my  time,  but  think  perhaps  this  is  the  worst. 

I  consider  **Ames'  Metalloid  Cement"  the  best  in  the  market  without  ex- 
ception. I  have  used  it  for  the  past  two  years.  It  is  very  hard  without 
being  brittle,  and  with  cuttlefish  disks  takes  a  very  nice  polish.  It  is  im- 
pervious to  moisture  and  adheres  to  the  walls  of  the  cavity  as  well  as  any 
cement  I  am  acquainted  with,  with  the  exception  of  "Ames*  New  Copper 
Cement." 

I  had  occasion  to  put  in  a  filling  of  this  material  not  long  since  in  the 
buccal  surface  of  a  molar,  immediately  adjoining  an  old  amalgam  filling. 
The  pulp  was  nearly  exposed;  and  the  tooth  troublesome;  I  found  it  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  filling  in  a  few  days.  My  previous  experience  with  copper 
cement  had  taught  me  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  substance  to  remove  with  the 
dental  engine;  I  therefore  drilled  a  pit  between  the  tooth  and  filling,  and  by 
the  aid  of  an  excavator  placed  in  the  pit,  pried  out  the  filling.  In  doing  so  I 
removed  the  old  amalgam  plug.  The  copper  cement  and  the  amalgam  were 
practically  one  piece.     I  cite  this  illustration  to  show  its  tenacity. 

I  use  the  "old  process"  copper  cement  in  capping  deep-seated  cavities 
when  there  is  a  suspicion  of  any  remaining  decalcified  dentin.  After 
thorough  antiseptic  treatment,  I  place  the  copper  cement  and  expect  good 
results.  Copper  in  itself  is  a  most  excellent  antiseptic,  and  the  treatment  I 
have  indicated  will,  I  think,  prevent  any  future  decalcification  of  tooth- 
substance  underneath  the  cement. 
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I  have  found  "Fellowship  Submarine"  cement  an  excellent  material  in  its 
place,  but  do  not  consider  it  equal  to  "Metalloid"  as  a  filling  material.  For 
setting  bands  or  crowns,  when  moisture  cannot  be  excluded,  it  is  most  excel- 
lent. I  am  sorry  not  to  have  had  an  opportunity  to  further  test  this  ma- 
terial. 

A  word  in  regard  to  cements  in  general.  In  my  estimation  a  most  essential 
point  in  any  cement  is  that  it  shall  be  impervious.  Most  of  the  cements  on 
the  market  are  like  a  brick;  they  absorb  moisture  and  in  a  few  hours  after 
inserting  in  the  mouth  are  permeated  to  the  bottom. 

"Ames'  Metalloid,"  "Ames'  Copper  Cement,"  "Fellowship  Submarine,'* 
"Wilcox's,"  and  "Caulk's  Petroid"  are  all  impervious  to  moisture  in  a  large 
degree,  and  are  in  their  nature  more  like  a  stone. 

As  the  result  of  a  number  of  experiments  and  partial  analyses  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  manufacturers  have  obtained  these  results  by  adding  certain 
constituents  to  the  liquid  element.  With  few  exceptions,  I  can  take  any 
cement  on  the  market  and  make  it  impervous  to  moisture.  What  Dr.  Ames 
has  added  to  the  liquid  of  his  cement  I  am,  at  this  time,  unprepared  to  say, 
but  think  it  a  metallic  substance.  I  know  that,  for  instance,  by  adding  a 
varying  amount  of  zinc  chlorid  to  the  phosphoric  acid,  an  impervious 
cement  will  result.  Why  this  should  be,  I  do  not  know,  unless  it  is  that  the 
metallic  constituent  added  to  the  phosphoric  acid  fills  up  the  interstices 
between  the  atoms  of  zinc  phosphate.  A  familiar  illustration  of  what  I 
mean  to  convey  would  be  a  peck  measure  of  beans  in  which  you  might  place 
a  quart  of  sand,  the  sand  filling  up  the  interstices  between  the  beans. 

I  have  also  succeeded  in  making  a  cement  impervious  by  mixing  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  amalgam  with  the  cement.  The  combination  of  cement  and 
amalgam  is  a  good  one,  and  should  be  used  to  a  greater  extent  than  at 
present;  it  adds  materially  to  the  service  of  cement  fillings  in  positions 
exposed  to  attrition. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  are  on  the  wrong  track  to  pro- 
duce a  permanent  cement  filling.  Phosphoric  acid  and  zinc  phosphate  are 
soluble  materials,  and  are  soluble  in  a  large  degree  when  combined  and 
placed  as  a  filling  in  the  oral  cavity. 

When  we  shall  have  obtained  two  soluble  materials,  that  when  combined 
form  an  insoluble  mass,  or  perchance  change  their  structure  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  oral  fluids  and  become  carbonized,  the  permanent  cement  filling 
is  cln>e  at  hand. 

From  Dr.  Fred.  M.  Rood. 

I  wish  to  add  my  mite  of  experience  with  cements  from  a  practical  test  in 
every-day  office  work. 

I  regard  our  greater  needs  to-day  for  fillings  to  be  best  supplied  by  a  care- 
fully prepared  oxyphosphate,  placed  with  a  dam  in  protection  of  its  very 
thorough  hardening,  with  tlic  extra  protection  of  the  cervical  border  by  gutta- 
percha in  all  approximating  surfaces.  I  would  select  from  the  many  good 
cements  in  the  market,  as  one  of  the  best,  "Ames,"  of  Chicago, — the  oxy- 
phosphate of  copper,  both  old  and  new,  especially  the  new,  for  very  shallow 
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cavities, — for  instance,  a  distal  cavity  in  a  molar  near  the  palatal  root, 
where  the  distance  between  the  pulp  and  dentin  is  always  very  small.  Al- 
though quite  a  breadth  of  surface  be  involved,  you  can  excavate  a  cavity  with 
little  regard  to  retention,  as  the  cement  will  firmly  stick  to  the  dry  surface 
of  the  cavity.  This  will  also  apply  to  all  shallow  surface  cavities,  where 
they  can  be  kept  from  view,  with  the  feeling  of  security  in  your  work. 

The  oxyphosphate  of  copper  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  crowns  of  elderly 
people  that  show  a  general  softening  of  surfaces,  and  for  a  cement  for  attach- 
ing crowns  and  bridges  to  teeth  of  the  same  structure. 

I  would  call  attention  to  his  new  oxyphosphate  of  copper  for  refitting  old 
plates  as  a  practical  and  novel  way  of  extending  the  usefulness  of  such 
dentures. 

I  would  like  to  encourage  and  add  a  word  of  praise  to  the  new  idea  of  an 
hydraulic  cement  for  crowns  and  bridges  and  bands  for  the  regulating  and 
retaining  appliances.  I  have  been  for  some  time  in  a  practical  way  trying, 
to  my  entire  satisfaction,  everything  from  a  sixteen-tooth  bridge  down  to  a 
single  band  for  a  regulating  case  with  a  cement  of  this  character.  Dr. 
Ames,  of  Chicago,  mentioned  at  the  National  meeting  at  Niagara  Falls,  in 
1899,  such  quality  in  his  paper,  "Some  Phases  of  the  Cement  Question"  read 
before  that  body. 

The  Dental  Protective  Supply  Co.  have  lately  put  on  the  market  such  an 
hydraulic  cement,  and  as  I  previously  mentioned,  I  have  tried  it  and  found 
it  practical;  and  as  its  needs  are  so  numerous  we  liope  for  its  success,  as 
practicing  dentists,  to  be  permanent.  Very  truly, 

Fred.  M.  Rood. 
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The  Hygiene  of  Bridge -Work  as  Exem- 
plified by  a  Piece  of  Removable 
Porcelain  Bridge. 


By  JOSEPH  HEAD,  M.D.,  D.D.S.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


THE  frequency  of  gum  infection  and  the  ease  with  which  this 
infection  results  in  pyorrhea  alveolaris  has  long  taught 
the  thoughtful  dentist  that  all  dental  substitutes  must  be 
constructed  primarily  so  that  they  can  be  kept  scrupulously 
clean.  Much  has  been  written  of  men  who  have  lived  to  a 
good  old  age,  who  never  saw  a  tooth-brush  or  heard  of  a 
mouth-wash.  Such  people  have  existed  and  do  exist;  but,  also, 
strong  and  healthy  people  have  lived  for  years  covered  with  vermin, 
and  still  live.  These  latter  no  doubt  think  the  conventional  man 
over-fastidious,  but,  in  spite  of  such  sneers,  cultured  men  will  never 
again  willingly  harbor  fleas,  and  the  time  is  surely  coming  when  it 
will  be  considered  equally  revolting  for  a  mouth  to  swarm  with 
the  micro-organisms  of  putrescence  and  disease. 

Dentists  are  those  by  whom  this  reformation  is  to  be  secured,  and 
therefore  dentists  should  be  the  last  to  increase  the  contamination 
in  the  mouths  of  their  patients  through  filth-collecting  appliances. 
Many  a  dentist,  when  cleansing  a  set  of  teeth  covered  with 
putrescent  tartar,  has  wished  that  he  could  take  those  teeth  from 
the  mouth,  scrape  them,  boil  them  in  some  antiseptic,  polish  them  on 
the  lathe  and  put  them  back  into  their  original  sockets.  He  knows 
in  his  heart  of  hearts  that  that  is  the  only  method  by  which  he  can 
be  absolutely  sure  of  making  such  teeth  perfectly  clean  and  the 
gums  free  from  infection.  But  as  this  is  not  feasible,  he,  through 
three  or  four  sittings,  with  the  necessity  for  his  greatest  care  and 
skill,  scrapes  and  sterilizes,  almost  as  well  as  he  could  do  in  a  few 
moments  if  the  teeth  were  out  of  the  mouth  and  in  his  hand. 
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The  perfect  cleansing  of  infected  gums  and  teeth  is  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  difficult  operations  that  the  dentist  has  to 
perform.  Perfect  cleansing  of  the  teeth  is  a  task  that  the  average 
patient  cannot  do  for  himself  without  professional  assistance.  Yet 
in  spite  of  all  this  difficulty  in  cleansing  the  natural  teeth,  each  year 
hundreds  of  dental  appliances  are  inserted,  so  constructed  that  even 
dental  assistance  cannot  keep  them  wholesome  and  clean.  Unless 
a  dental  appliance  can  be  kept  at  least  as  clean  as  the  teeth  could  be 
without  it,  that  dental  appliance  has  no  excuse  for  existence. 
Mouths  at  best  are  none  too  clean.  He  who  places  a  filth-collecting 
appliance,  no  matter  how  beautiful  that  appliance  may  appear,  lias 
mjured  when  he  claims  to  have  benefited. 

These  truths  are  so  self-evident  as  to  be  elementary,  and  I 
would  ask  pardon  for  accentuating  them,  did  I  not  hope  to  use  them 
as  axioms  to  illustrate  why,  all  other  things  being  equal,  removable 
bridge-work  is  to  be  preferred  to  stationary  bridge-work. 

Fig.  I.  Fig.  2. 


If,  as  is  evident,  the  natural  teeth  could  be  more  perfectly  cleansed 
out  of  the  mouth,  it  needs  no  argument  to  prove  that  the  removable 
bridge-work  of  itself  is  preferable  to  stationary  bridge-work,  for 
the  former  can  be  made  cleaner  than  the  teeth,  while  the  latter  at 
best  can  only  be  made  as  clean.  All  stationary  or  saddle  bridge- 
work  should  be  so  constructed  that  each  day  floss  silk  can  be  passed 
between  every  part  of  the  structure  and  the  gum  on  which  it  rests. 
And  this,  as  I  shall  presently  demonstrate,  is  quite  possible  even 
where  the  closest  apposition  is  obtained  between  the  structure  and 
the  gum,  providing  the  appliance  be  made  to  touch  the  tissues  on  a 
curve  approximating  a  straight  line,  as  in  Fig.  i. 

If,  as  in  Fig.  2,  the  g^m  contact  has  a  sharp  curve,  the  passage 
of  a  thread  will  be  difficult  or  impossible.  The  saddle  bridge  is  in 
many  instances  so  much  more  satisfactory  than  the  removable  bridge 
that  it  will  always  have  its  advocates  if  it  is  constructed  so  that  the 
bacteria  and  products  of  fermentation  can  be  removed  each  day 
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from  the  gum  line.  Under  these  conditions,  its  use  is  perfectly 
defensible,  but  if  such  hygienic  provision  be  not  made,  such  an 
appliance  is  contrary  to  the  modern  science  of  bacteriology  and 
hygiene.  The  advocates  of  the  ordinary  saddle  bridge  claim  that 
if  the  bridge  be  made  to  press  firmly  upon  the  gum,  such  close  ap- 
position is  obtained  that  food  collections  do  not  occur.  They  say 
that,  after  years  of  use,  on  removing  such  an  appliance  a  slight 
reddening  or  superficial  stasis  of  the  gum  tissue  alone  will  be  found. 

But  even  this  superficial  stasis  is  a  serious  menace.  What  causes 
this  superficial  stasis,  this  reddening,  this  exfoliation  of  epithelial 
cells  ?  It  does  not  occur  under  removable  bridge-work,  where  daily 
cleansing  and  sterilization  are  performed.  Clean,  well-fitting  metal 
or  porcelain  would  never  cause  it.  The  superficial  stasis  can  only 
arise  from  bacterial  infection,  and  such  infection  is  a  menace  to 
the  peridental  membrane  of  the  teeth  to  which  the  structure  is 
attached.  No  joint  of  gum  and  metal,  however  close,  can  hope 
to  exclude  the  bacteria,  and  while  mucin  is  secreted  by  the  gum, 
such  bacteria  will  never  lack  nourishment  even  though  the  ordinary 
food  in  mastication  may  possibly  not  enter.  And  even,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  if  such  a  tight  joint  were  obtained  between  the  struc- 
ture and  the  gum  as  to  exclude  bacteria,  this  tight  joint  could  not 
exist  where  the  bridge  joined  the  neck  of  the  tooth.  For  here  we 
have  the  free  margin  of  the  gum  which  cannot  be  cleansed  and  also 
there  is  the  movement  of  the  tooth  in  the  socket  which  must  allow 
liquid  proteids  to  enter,  thus  furnishing  food  for  the  germs  of 
putrefaction  and  fermentation.  These,  in  their  turn,  are  most  likely 
to  cause  peridental  infection, — the  greatest  possible  danger  that  can 
threaten  the  welfare  of  the  teeth. 

Hence  we  must  conclude  that  the  use  of  the  saddle  bridge  so 
constructed  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  cleansed,  is  unwarranted. 
It  is  true  that  some  affirm  that  these  same  bridges  have  been  used 
with  satisfaction  for  years,  and  plead  that  this  should  count  for 
something  in  their  favor,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  what  may 
be  tolerated  in  one  mouth  may  not  be  tolerated  in  another.  Some 
mouths  breed  dangerous  infections  while  others  do  not,  and  we  can 
usually  only  be  sure  that  a  filth-collecting  bridge  will  be  safely 
tolerated  by  the  tissues  after  we  have  seen  it  proved.  And  we  have 
no  right  to  subject  our  patient's  mouth  to  the  risk  of  infection  be- 
cause a  certain  limited  percentage  of  mouths  can  withstand  infection 
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without  serious  consequences.  Whenever  a  stationary  bridge  is 
placed  in  the  mouth,  the  mouth  should  first  be  carefully  examined 
as  to  how  much  care  the  patient  should  take  to  keep  the  teeth  gen- 
erally clean.  Mouths,  as  before  stated,  vary  in  this  respect.  Some 
will  collect  large  quantities  of  infectious  tartar  in  a  week,  while 
others  will  remain  comparatively  clean,  with  half  the  care,  for 
months  at  a  time.  Thus  the  individuality  of  the  patient  should  be 
studied ;  mouth-washes  should  be  prescribed,  and  he  should  be  told 
just  how  often  his  teeth  need  to  be  polished,  and  how  often  the 
brush,  the  floss  silk,  and  the. mouth-wash,  should  be  used.  Patients 
as  a  rule  are  grateful  for  such  instruction,  and  will  readily  appre- 
ciate its  importance.  When  by  thorough  treatment  the  mouth  has 
been  freed  from  infections,  two  kinds  of  stationary  bridges  may  be 
employed.    First :    The  bridge  fastened  only  on  one  side  and  sup- 
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ported  by  a  pin  resting  on  the  sulcus  of  the  tooth  on  the  other  side, 
thus  allowing  free  movement  of  the  tooth  and  bridge,  and  also 
allowing  the  passage  of  floss  silk  under  the  pin  down  between  the 
bridge  and  the  g^m  tissues.  Or,  secondly :  A  bridge  fastened  on 
both  sides,  which  has  the  advantage  of  greater  stability,  but  pos- 
sesses the  great  disadvantage  of  preventing  the  natural  movement 
of  the  teeth. 

The  bridge  fastened  on  one  side  and  supported  on  the  other  may 
be  constructed  as  follows  (see  Fig.  3)  : 

A  represents  a  crown,  b  represents  the  dummy  or  bridge,  c  repre- 
sents a  pin  from  the  bridge  resting  on  the  sulcus  of  the  bicuspid, 
under  which,  as  before  stated,  a  piece  of  floss  silk  can  be  slipped 
and  passed  along  the  gum  even  to  the  crown,  a.  Where  a  single 
space  is  to  be  spanned,  and  the  abutments  are  firm,  this  is  a  most 
valuable  bridge,  as  it  has  ample  stability  and  can  be  cleansed  as 
thoroughly  and  easily  as  an  ordinary  crown. 
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If,  however,  greater  stability  is  needed,  and  the  bridge  has  to  be 
fastened  at  each  side,  as. is  frequently  necessary  with  the  anterior 
teeth,  the  following  device  can  be  used  for  cleansing  the  underlying 
gum:  Fig.  4  represents  a  lateral  incisor  bridge;  A  is  the  canine 
crown,  c  the  central  incisor  crown,  b  the  lateral  incisor  dummy  rest- 
ing snugly  on  the  gum ;  d  represents  two  small  grooves  going  under 
the  bridge  between  the  necks  of  the  crowns  and  the  lateral  incisor 
dummy.  Through  these  holes  floss  silk  can  be  passed,  and  the 
bridge  and  the  necks  of  the  teeth  be  easily  cleaned  each  day.  These 
holes,  while  invisible  to  the  observer,  allow  free  passage  to  the 
mouth-wash,  which  when  properly  used  can  keep  the  necks  of  the 
teeth  as  free  from  bacterial  deposits  as  though  the  bridge  were 

not  present. 

Fig.  4, 


The  movable  porcelain  bridges  that  are  responsible  for  this  long 
preamble  on  bridge-work  will  now  be  considered.  The  first,  in- 
tended to  replace  lost  molars  where  support  from  the  teeth  is  pos- 
sible on  one  side  only,  is  constructed  as  follows  (see  Fig.  5)  : 

As  observed,  the  teeth  back  of  the  second  bicuspid  are  missing. 
A  gold  clasp,  B,  No.  22  gauge,  is  fitted  to  the  second  bicuspid;  to 
the  ends  of  the  clasp  gold  spurs,  c,  which  half  embrace  the  first 
bicuspid  near  the  g^m  line,  are  fitted  and  soldered.  Then  a  piece 
of  pure  gold,  gauge  No.  36,  is  soldered  to  the  clasp  at  the  posterior 
aspect  of  the  second  bicuspid  and  burnished  into  the  occlusal  groove. 
When  this  is  stiffened  with  gold  and  solder,  it  will  form  a  spud  that 
will  prevent  the  clasp  from  being  driven  into  the  gum  by  the  force 
of  mastication.  The  clasp  and  spud  should  now  be  polished  to  the 
lines  desired,  and  a  thin  coating  of  borax  flowed  over  them  so  as  to 
expedite  future  soldering.  They  should  be  then  placed  upon  the 
model  and  a  rig^ht-angle  piece  of  No.  14  platinum-iridium  wire 
should  be  adjusted  to  it,  and  to  the  gum  line,  as  in  Fig.  5,  d.  Then 
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platinum  foil  one  one-thousandth  of  an  inch,  e,  should  be  burnished 
on  the  ridge  to  fit  the  model.  The  angle  wire  should  be  placed  in 
position  on  it ;  continubus  gum  body  should  be  placed  on  the  angle 
wire  and  platinum  foil,  arjd  rubber  teeth  of  the  proper  size  and 
shade  should  be  placed  upon  the  body  just  as  if  it  were  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  rubber  case.  When  the  body  has  been  carved  to  the  proper 
lines  of  the  gum,  the  platinum  foil,  the  angle  bar,  and  the  teeth 
and  body  should  all  be  removed  together,  placed  in  the  oven,  and 
given  a  thorough  glaze.  When  the  porcelain  is  cool,  the  platinum 
foil  should  be  stripped  off,  new  foil  should  be  burnished  to  the 
model,  new  continuous  g^m  placed  on  the  foil  and  the  porcelain 
pressed  down  hard  upon  it  to  a  point  where  the  articulation  is  a 
little  high.    This  excess  of  articulation  is  necessary  in  order  that 

Fia  5. 
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perfect  occlusion  may  be  obtained  when  the  case  is  finally  fitted  in 
the  mouth,  and  the  second  portion  of  body  is  necessary  to  make 
up  for  the  contraction  caused  by  the  fusing  of  the  porcelain  piece  in 
the  first  bake.  When  the  porcelain  has  been  carved  a  second  time 
to  a  satisfactory  line  it  is  removed  again  on  the  platinum  foil  and 
placed  in  the  oven  and  baked  once  more. 

After  baking  and  after  the  platinum  foil  is  removed,  the  porcelain 
block  should  accurately  fit  the  model.  If  gum  enamel  be  necessary 
there  will  have  to  be  a  third  baking,  but  for  this  no  platinum  foil 
will  be  needed  to  preserve  the  contour,  as  the  continuous  gum  body 
fuses  at  a  higher  point  than  the  enamel.  Fig.  6  shows  the  finished 
piece. 

When  the  porcelain  block  is  finished  we  have  a  gold  double  clasp 
with  spud,  and  a  porcelain  block  with  a  platinum  bar  running 
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through  it.  It  now  remains  to  join  them  together.  The  clasp  is 
placed  in  position  on  the  model ;  the  end  of  the  porcelain  block  that 
goes  next  to  the  clasp  should  be  ground  until  the  platinum  is  clean 
and  fresh  enough  to  receive  the  solder.  Then  to  the  end  of  the 
ground  porcelain  a  thin  backing  of  pure  gold  should  be  burnished 

Fig.  6. 
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to  make  a  tight  joint  with  the  porcelain,  and  the  middle  of  this 
backing  should  be  torn  so  as  to  expose  the  platinum  and  make  a 
union  of  solder  with  the  clasp  and  gold  backing  and  platinum  bar 
easy.  The  clasp  and  block  should  then  be  placed  in  position  and 
soldered  in  the  usual  way.    It  might  be  well  to  state  that  varnishing 

Fig.  7. 


the  gum  enamel  with  shellac  varnish  prevents  any  of  the  investment 
from  sticking  to  it  during  the  process  of  soldering. 

The  other  bridge  I  wish  to  speak  of  is  for  a  space  where  a  single 
molar  or  bicuspid  is  missing,  with  a  tooth  on  each  side  sufficiently 
strong  for  an  abutment.    It  is  made  of  porcelain  attached  to  plat- 

FiG.  a 


inum  clasps  as  follows  (see  Fig.  7) :  a  represents  iridio-platinum 
clasps  of  No.  14  gauge  wire  made  to  encircle  the  molar  and  bicuspid. 
A  U-piece,  b,  of  the  same  wire  is  soldered  to  the  clasps  so  as  to 
rest  on  the  grinding  surfaces  of  the  molar  and  bicuspid  and  also 
conform  somewhat  to  the  gum  line.  As  in  the  other  case,  platinum 
foil  is  burnished  to  fit  the  model  in  between  the  teeth.    The  clasps 
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and  connecting  platinum  U  are  placed  in  position,  continuous  g^m 
body  is  placed  on  the  platinum  and  wire,  and  a  rubber  tooth  is  ad- 
jt^ted  as  in  the  other  case.  Two  bakings  with  platinum  foil  are 
required  and  one  for  the  gum  enamel,  which  finish  the  appliance, 
as  no  further  soldering  is  required.  It  might  be  well  to  state  that 
platinum  solder  is  of  necessity  used  in  the  construction  of  the  frame- 
work that  holds  the  clasps  in  position.  Fig.  8  shows  the  finished 
piece. 

These  devices  are  not  theoretical ;  they  are  practical, — arc  in  fact 
being  worn  by  many  patients  at  this  moment.  They  have  the  great 
advantage  of  cleanliness  and  stability ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  their 
use  does  not  necessitate  the  laceration  or  removing  of  the  enamel 
from  the  teeth  that  serve  as  abutments.  These  spuds  prevent  motion 
under  mastication  and  so  avoid  wear  and  cutting  of  the  supporting 
teeth,  and,  if  the  patient  is  properly  instructed,  such  appliances  can 
ordinarily  be  worn  for  years  with  comfort  and  safety. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Tracy.  As  we  make  our  rounds,  we  are  sometimes  told  that 
we  are  working  in  an  era  of  porcelain ;  and  then  again  others  tell 
us  that  it  is  an  era  of  oral  hygiene  and  prophylaxis.  And  both 
statements  may  be  ri^ht :  for,  on  reflection,  I  know  of  no  law  to 
prevent  us  from  working  in  two  eras  at  the  same  time.  Dr. 
Head  approximates  the  ideal  of  the  porcelain  enthusiast  and 
also  the  ideal  of  the  enthusiast  on  oral  hygiene  and  prophy- 
laxis. As  I  read  his  paper  yesterday,  in  a  very  hurried  man- 
ner and  under  unfavorable  circumstances,  I  thought  he  was  going 
a  long  road  for  a  rather  doubtful  result,  in  making  the  piece 
described ;  but  as  I  heard  him  read  the  paper  this  morning,  and  saw 
the  finished  piece,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  was  mistaken, 
and  I  am  sure  no  one  will  doiibt  the  benefits  that  will  accrue  from 
the  wearing  of  such  an  appliance.  It  is  generally  conceded  that 
among  the  materials  at  our  disposal  for  use  in  prosthetic  work,  none 
has  more  advantages  than  porcelain  for  cleanliness.  It  does  not 
have  the  tendency  to  accumulate  debris  that  the  metals  do,  even 
when  they  are  well  taken  care  of,  and  there  are  no  crevices  or  little 
places  in  which  the  food  can  lodge.  The  little  piece  represented 
in  the  lowest  drawing  on  the  board  is  also  very  valuable,  and  while 
Dr.  Head,  with  his  skill  in  porcelain,  finds  it  probably  easier  to 
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make  that  piece  in  porcelain  than  the  ordinary  dentist  would  with 
gold,  I  see  no  reason  why  that  particular  piece  is  any  better  than  if 
made  with  gold,  except  in  so  far  as  the  porcelain  increases  the 
cleanliness  of  the  fixture.  We  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
advance  in  bridge-work  that  has  taken  place  with  the  introduction 
of  porcelain,  for  I  believe  that  when  it  is  properly  manipulated,  a 
porcelain  bridge  is  more  cleanly  than  any  other  we  can  insert. 

As  Dr.  Stowell  said,  if  it  is  studied  by  a  bridge  engineer  who 
makes  his  piece  along  practical  lines,  it  is  a  vraluable  piece  of  work. 
The  provision  Dr.  Head  has  made  for  cleaning  certain  bridges  illus- 
trated on  the  other  side  of  the  board  is  really  quite  a  marked  ad- 
vance. If  bridges  are  put  in  so  as  to  permit  of  their  being  thoroughly 
cleansed,  as  he  illustrates  it,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  most  practicable. 
The  men  who  say  that  the  fixed  bridge  has  no  place  in  dentistry, 
I  think  make  an  exaggerated  statement,  because  by  following  out 
this  method,  and  making  it  possible  to  pass  the  floss  in  between  all 
the  teeth,  even  over  a  long  bridge,  it  can  be  kept  scrupulously  clean 
by  a  careful  patient,  the  only  difficulty  being  to  get  the  patient  to 
follow  directions.  I  think  that  this  method  that  he  exhibits  is 
going  to  be  very  valuable  to  us,  and  the  society  should  be  congratu- 
lated upon  having  it  introduced  through  this  channel. 

Dr.  Freeman.  I  just  came  in  when  the  latter  portion  of  the 
paper  was  being  read  and  this  was  passed  to  me.  In  putting  on  this 
clasp,  he  had  these  teeth  shaped  in  this  manner, — so  the  points  are 
entirely  wrong,  as  he  could  not  slip  that  on.  [Illustrating:]  That 
would  allow  the  spring  of  the  case  to  go  into  position.  I  have  been 
wearing  a  case  of  this  character  in  my  own  mouth  for  six  or  seven 
years, — made  in  gold,  however.  I  have  made  quite  a  number  of 
pieces  running  from  one  side  of  the  mouth  to  the  other,  leaving 
a  little  piece  in  the  arch  of  the  jaw,  clasping  two  teeth  on  one  side 
the  canine,  posteriorly  carrying  a  saddle,  running  just  a  little  piece 
here,  made  of  platinum. 

Here  is  the  palatal  portion  of  the  arch.  Lay  this  over  the  plati- 
num, and  in  there  I  use  No.  i6  to  17  gauge  wire, — ^that  is,  clasp 
metal  round  and  soldered  over  that,  to  make  it  very  strong,  about 
this  width ;  running  across  the  arch,  carrying  a  sladdle  on  one  side, 
with  a  clasp  on  the  canine  on  the  other  side,  probably  having  a 
molar  and  bicuspid. 

Dr.  Head.    Do  you  make  a  rubber  attachment  on  gold? 
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Dr.  Freeman.    A  gold  attachment,  and  the  gum  made  of  rubber. 

Dr.  Head.    Is  that  removable? 

Dr.  Freeman.  Yes;  it  is  very  much  on  the  same  principle  as 
that  introduced  by  Dr.  Bon  will. 

Dr.  Head.  It  was  not  Bonwill,  but  J.  D.  White,  in  1856 ;  and  I 
think  he  got  it  from  someone  else,  in  1838! 

Dr.  Freeman.  As  I  am  not  quite  as  young  as  Dr.  Head,  I  cannot 
recall  this  paper  of  1838 ;  nor  have  I  gone  into  the  history  of  it,  but  I 
went  over  it  when  Dr.  Bonwill  brought  out  this  matter  of  clasps  and 
spuds.  You  must  study  the  exact  point  of  placing  the  attachment  of 
the  clasps.  You  can  place  a  tooth  in  at  any  angle.  If  you  have 
anything  of  this  shape  [illustrating],  you  place  your  attachment  for 
the  clasps  at  any  point,  and  you  can  bring  your  teeth  in. 

Dr.  Hatch.  I  want  to  add  one  suggestion  to  this  excellent  paper 
of  Dr.  Head's,  and  that  is  concerning  this  construction  where  the 
gold  spud  lies  in  the  sulcus.  The  sulcus  is  the  point  most  apt  to 
be  attacked  by  caries,  as  we  all  know,  and  even  providing  the  tooth 
be  a  sound  one,  if  the  sulcus  is  covered  by  the  spud,  and  the  piece 
cemented  on  and  consequently  not  removable,  decay  is  invited.  As 
a  matter  of  prophylaxis,  therefore,  I  have  filled  that  sulcus  with 
gold,  extending  out  beyond  the  line  of  the  spud,  so  there  was  a  free 
space  on  each  side,  letting  the  spud  rest  or  slide  on  a  gold  founda- 
tion, taking  pains  to  let  the  gold  filling  extend  down  a  little  beyond 
the  occlusal  portion. 

I  am  not  well  up  in  the  history  extending  back  to  1838,  but  I  do 
know  that,  before  Dr.  Bonwill's  paper  was  brought  out,  I  was 
taught  to  do  such  work  by  Dr.  J.  Edward  Line,  of  Rochester,  and 
I  supposed  everyone  was  familiar  with  it  at  that  time. 

Dr.  Hofheinz.  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  hear  from  Dr.  Head. 
We  listened  over  an  hour  yesterday  to  the  prophylaxis  of  the  oral 
cavity  in  connection  with  operative  dentistry,  but  we  have  rarely 
listened  to  prophylaxis  in  connection  with  prosthetic  dentistry. 

I  have  never  been  a  believer  in  saddle  bridges  which  were  perma- 
nently placed.  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  kept  scrupulously  clean 
under  the  most  advantageous  circumstances.  I  have  made  a  few  of 
these  bridges,  and  I  remember  the  teeth  were  so  very  cone-shaped 
that  instead  of  putting  on  the  clasps  I  have  used  a  partial  crib  in 
addition  to  the  spud  which  Dr.  Head  has  told  us  has  been  used 
since  1838. 
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Speaking  of  all-porcelain  bridges,  the  ease  with  which  Dr.  HTeacf 
does  this  work  reminds  me  of  a  little  story.  An  Hungarian  once 
said  that  the  English  language  was  extremely  difficult  to  learn. 
We  had  a  great  many  long  terms,  etc.  "For  instance,"  said  he, 
**you  say  *in-con-ve-ni-ence'  in  English."  The  Englishman  said: 
''What  do  you  say  in  the  Hungarian  language?"  "Why,"  he  said, 
"we  simply  say  Netlikaplomtschek," 

I  am  very  glad  that  this  subject  of  porcelain  bridges  has  been 
brought  up,  because  for  years,  at  the  instigation  of  Dr.  Butner,  I 
have  not  soldered  my  teeth  to  the  backings,  because,  it  makes  no 
difterence  how  carefully  you  adjust  them,  if  it  is  self-cleansing^  at 
the  g^m  line  the  filth  will  be  between  the  porcelain  and  the  backing". 
As  Dr.  Head  has  said,  it  is  for  that  reason  he  removes  his  platinum 
between  the  backing  and  the  ridge.  I  want  to  ask  Dr.  Head  whether 
he  agrees  with  what  Dr.  Mitchell,  of  London,  told  me,  when  I  met 
him  the  other  day, — that  platinum  is  more  benign  to  the  gum  tissue 
than  gold.  I  do  not  know  of  anybody  in  the  profession  who  is 
better  able  to  speak  on  prophylaxis  in  connection  with  prosthetic 
dentistry  than  the  gentleman  who  read  this  paper. 

Dr.  Goldsmith.  I  just  want  to  add  one  or  two  little  points  to 
the  very  admirable  paper,  while  we  are  on  the  subject  of  hygienic 
•construction  of  artificial  dentures,  and  that  is  in  reference  to  whaE 
Dr.  Hofheinz  said  about  cone-shaped  teeth.  I  have  found  great 
advantage  in  putting  a  little  filling  where  it  is  not  conspicuous,  a  lit- 
tle button  of  gold  over  which  the  clasp  would  spring  and  keep  it 
from  coming  off.  The  button  of  gold  is  very  much  the  same  as 
the  little  clasps  that  used  to  be  on  pocket-books.  The  clasp 
lies  over  it  and  catches  it.  It  can  be  put  on  the  palatal  surface, 
and  will  not  be  conspicuous.  I  fill  that  end  up  with  gold  and 
platinum. 

In  reference  to  what  Dr.  Freeman  said  about  making  a  dovetail 
between  two  teeth;  if  a  clasp  were  soldered  here  and  there,  you 
could  not  get  it  in  or  out.  I  do  not  know  whether  Bonwill  was 
the  originator  of  it  or  not,  but  I  got  my  ideas  from  the  paper  he 
wrote.  In  making  the  clasps,  the  opening  should  be  at  the  point 
of  j^reatest  overhang.  The  clasp  should  be  soldered  so  that  the 
spring  is  greatest  at  the  point  of  greatest  overhang,  and  so  that  it 
will  slip  in  and  out.  Another  point  in  reference  to  the  permanent 
bridge-work  :    I  am  not  a  believer  in  saddles  for  permanent  bridge- 
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work,  although  I  was  at  one  time.  I  have  seen  those  cases  come 
back,  and  the  condition  of  the  gums  was  just  as  Dr.  Head  described. 
I  do  not  think  they  are  healthy.  There  is  something  pathological 
there,  or  we  would  not  have  that  stasis. 

Where  we  put  a  crown  on  the  third  molar  and  on  the  first  molar, 
v/here  the  second  molar  is  missing,  I  have  put  in  permanent  bridges 
of  all  gold,  a  gold  crown  on  the  first  and  third  molar  and  a  piece  of 
gold  soldered  between  the  two,  which  is  really  a  bridge,  so  there  is 
a  free  space  on  all  sides.  A  little  tooth,  going  between,  leaving 
an  absolute  open  space  that  can  be  cleansed  from  the  buccal  and 
lingual  aspects,  that  does  not  touch  the  gum,  and  the  brush  can 
positively  clean  from  both  sides. 

Porcelain  bridge- work  is  an  excellent  thing,  and  I  think  Dr.  Head 
has  done  a  very  good  thing  in  calling  attention  to  the  various  per- 
manent bridges  and  the  uncleanliness  of  them.  Some  cases  can 
have  permanent  bridges,  but  they  are  few  and  far  between. 

Dr.  Head.  Concerning  the  Bonwill  clasp,  I  would  say  that  from 
a  purely  mechanical  point  of  view,  the  clasp  so  constructed  as  to 
spring  around  the  bottom  of  the  tooth  and  be  absolutely  independent 
of  the  spud  is  all  that  could  be  desired ;  but  we  must  remember  that 
there  is  in  addition  a  serious  objection,  as  it  leaves  a  great  space 
between  the  clasp  and  the  spud  which  is  apt  to  catch  food,  and 
after  a  meal  I  have  seen  these  clasps  made  according  to  the  Bonwill 
principle  matted  with  shreds  of  meat  that  ordinarily  the  tongue 
could  not  cleanse,  and  the  clasps  would  have  to  be  taken  from  the 
mouth  and  scraped  vigorously.  I  applaud  the  great  ability  of  Bon- 
will. No  one  knew  him  better  than  I ;  I  respected  him  and  had  a 
g^eat  affection  for  him ;  but  I  think  in  that  regard  his  mechanical 
ideas  went  somewhat  ahead  of  the  practical  ideas,  and  while  I  have 
tried  in  fitting  my  clasps  to  make  them  so  that  there  would  always 
be  the  spring  of  the  clasp  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  great  stability 
and  strength  to  the  structure,  I  have  tried  to  blend  the  clasp  and 
the  spud  so  there  would  not  be  this  space,  and  so  get  greater  clean- 
liness. 

While  we  may  have  to  give  up  a  little  of  the  theoretical  mechani- 
cal side,  by  a  closer  union  of  the  clasp  and  spud,  and  by  a  little  in- 
genuity on  the  part  of  the  dentist,  we  can  get  all  the  practical  points 
that  Bonwill  desired,  and  yet  have  this  space  filled  in  such  a  way 
that  food  will  not  collect  there. 
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Concerning  the  decay  in  the  sulcus  of  the  bicuspid,  I  have  heard 
of  two  or  three  cases  from  others,  where  decay  did  start  there, 
but  I  have  yet  to  find  in  my  experience  a  single  case  of  decay  in 
that  respect. 

Concerning  platinum  being  easily  and  hygienically  adapted  to 
tlie  gum  tissue,  it  ought  to  be,  because  there  is  no  corrosion  that 
could  possibly  hurt  it,  and  it  is  the  corrosion  that  is  apt  to  cause 
inflammation.  I  should  not  feel  from  my  own  experience  that  it 
was  better  to  adjust  platinum  to  the  gum  tissue  than  gold.  Any- 
thing that  is  sterile  and  clean  will  be  readily  accepted  by  the 
gum  tissue,  and  if  it  is  not  sterile  and  clean  it  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Concerning  the  building  of  a  little  filling  to  keep  the  clasp  in 
position,  where  the  tooth  is  very  conical,  that  might  have  to  be 
done,  but  the  only  time  I  had  to  do  it  was  where  I  did  not  make  a 
perfect  fit  of  the  clasp  and  had  to  build  out  the  tooth  to  fit  the 
clasp,  rather  than  fit  the  clasp  to  the  tooth. 

Concerning  the  bridge  constructed  underneath  here,  I  have  by  a 
curious  coincidence  had  to  remove  one  that  came  from  the  hands 
of  another  dentist  (of  course,  my  work  never  fails!).  All  under 
here  was  a  space,  and  the  patient  complained  of  such  inconvenience 
that  he  begged  me  to  remove  it,  and  I  did.  As  that  is  the  only  one 
I  have  seen,  I  am  not  able  to  judge. 

Dr.  Goldsmith.     Was  it  shaped  like  that, — ^the  cross-section? 

Dr.  Head.  While  we  have  been  able  to  teach  Divine  Providence 
many  things,  and  while  we  may  be  able  to  give  Him  many  good 
points,  in  general  He  knows  best  His  own  business,  and  if  we  can 
make  these  appliances  conform  to  the  original  we  are  less  apt  to 
make  mistakes  than  if  we  branch  out  on  new  lines. 

Dr.  Freeman.  While  Dr.  A.  C.  Hart,  of  San  Francisco,  was 
living,  he  informed  me  how  he  made  his  bridges,  and  he  always 
cut  out  a  small  piece  of  gum,  fitting  a  little  platinum  piece  under  the 
gum  close  to  the  bone  tissue,  in  that  way  setting  it  up  as  near 
nature  as  possible. 
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Root-Fillings  and  Their  Relative  Value. 


By  LEO  GREENBAUM^  M.D.,  D.D.S.,  Philadelphia. 


THE  invitation  of  your  president,  Dr.  John  I.  Hart,  to  prepare 
a  paper  for  this  society  met  with  ready  acceptance  on  my  part 
because  I  very  well  knew  of  your  fraternal  feelings  and  de- 
sired to  reciprocate  them.  As  the  time  aproached,  however,  for  col- 
lating the  substance  of  the  paper  I  appreciated  difficulties  not  before 
apparent.  The  preparation  of  a  paper  is  one  thing,  the  offering  of 
something  useful  and  original  is  quite  another. 

Being  engaged  as  teacher  in  examining  into  the  value  of  new 
drugs,  and  also  new  modes  of  therapeutic  treatment,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  it  might  be  well  on  this  occasion  to  present  some  con- 
clusions I  have  arrived  at  concerning  a  few  drugs  and  their  action. 
If  not  distinctly  original,  perhaps  some  of  you  may  find  certain 
features  of  this  offering  useful. 

Medical  journals  are  replete  with  reports  of  cases  concerning 
the  uses  of  adrenalin  hydrochlorid.  Some  of  these  are  laudatory 
to  a  very  high  degree.  From  an  extended  use  of  the  drug  in  the 
clinic  of  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College  I  am  unable  to  offer  sup- 
port to  a  spreading  belief  that  this  agent  will  supersede  every  known 
drug  employed  in  the  local  arrest  of  hemorrhage.  In  such  highly 
attenuated  solutions  as  one  in  one  thousand  and  one  in  five  thou- 
sand it  exercises  appreciable  contractile  effects  upon  capillary  ves- 
sels, making  it  a  useful  drug  in  many  cases ;  but  it  does  not  give 
promise  of  promptly  checking  hemorrhage  occurring  around  a  tooth. 

The  acetate  of  eucain,  although  not  so  universally  lauded  as  the 
preceding  one,  has  received  numerous  indorsements  as  possessing 
such  non-irritating  qualities  as  would  enable  it  to  outrank  as  a  local 
anesthetic  the  eucain  hydrochlorid.  I  procured  this  drug  from  the 
European  manufacturer,  and  after  faithful  trial  found  that  it  pos- 
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sessed  the  same  objectionable  features  as  the  former  salt  of  eucain, 
i.e.  causing  swelling  of  the  parts  into  which  it  has  been  injected. 

These  negative  results  discouraged  me  so  far  as  gaining  material 
for  the  promised  paper  was  concerned,  until  on  investigation  the 
different  methods  of  root-canal  treatment  I  obtained  results  which, 
to  my  mind,  were  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  presented  to  the 
notice  of  this  body. 

The  subject  of  root-canal  treatment  is  not  new,  but  it  is  of  vital 
interest  to  every  practitioner.  The.  severest  application  of  modem 
antisepsis  has  been  made  in  the  treatment  of  pulpless  teeth.  Recog- 
nizing the  difficulty  attending  the  complete  removal  of  organic 
tissues  from  root-canals  and  the  decided  liability  to  sudden  septic 
changes  involved  in  their  retention,  almost  every  known  antiseptic 
has  been  introduced  into  pulpless  teeth;  and  the  following  modes 
of  treatment  have  been  suggested  in  the  hope  of  successfully  elim- 
inating a  predisposition  to  septic  changes  after  devitalization.  The 
success  attained  in  this  direction  is  still  far  from  being  w^hat  we 
should  like  it  to  be ;  therefore,  any  new  suggestions  should  at  once 
attract  the  attention  of  the  profession  and  receive  serious  considera- 
tion. 

Of  all  the  materials  which  have  been  employed  in  root-canal  fill- 
ings at  one  time  or  another  the  profession  seems  finally  to  have 
decided  in  favor  of  gutta-percha  and  zinc  oxychlorid.  About  ten 
years  ago  Dr.  Callahan,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  introduced  his  sulfuric 
acid  treatment ;  and  upon  careful  reflection  it  becomes  quite  evident 
that  it  represents  the  only  advance  made  in  root-canal  therapeutics 
in  the  twenty-five  years  ending  with  its  presentation.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  Dr.  Callahan  for  his  method,  and  the  ready 
and  general  acceptance  accorded  this  mode  of  practice  bears  suffi- 
cient testimony  to  its  merit. 

A  few  years  after  Dr.  Callahan  made  known  his  sulfuric  add 
treatment.  Dr.  Soderberg,  Sydney,  Australia,  introduced  a  method 
of  root-canal  treatment  comprising,  in  part,  new  features.  Recog- 
nizing the  great  difficulty  in  many  cases  attending  the  removal  of 
pulp-filaments  from  attenuated  and  tortuous  canals,  Dr.  Soderberg 
evolved  the  plan  of  removing  as  much  devitalized  tissue  as  he  could, 
and  placing  in  the  canals  a  paste  purposely  compounded  to  so  affect 
the  remaining  organic  substances  in  the  root-canals  that  they  should 
undergo  mummification  and  hence  present  unsuitable  soil  for  bac- 
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tcrial  development.  Dr.  Soderberg's  paste  consists  of  desiccated 
alum,  thymol,  glycerol,  and  zinc  oxid. 

The  remarkable  drying  power  together  with  the  high  antiseptic 
value  of  formaldehyd,  makes  it  a  very  valuable  addition  to  Dr. 
Soderberg's  mummifying  paste.  The  formaldehyd  has  a  hardening 
ix)wer  upon  the  paste  itself,  which  is  decidedly  advantageous,  as  it 
insures  retention  in  place. 

More  recently  another  method,  fathered  by  Dr.  Harlan,  has  been 
added  to  the  list.  This  is  known  as  pulp-digestion.  It  is  the  ap- 
plication of  papain  to  the  devitalized  and  gangrenous  pulp. 

The  following  experiments  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing some  idea  of  the  relative  value  of  these  principal  methods.  In 
order  to  obtain  a  proper  standard  of  comparison  the  most  favorable 
conditions  of  aseptic  root-canals  were  produced  by  selecting  normal 
teeth  with  accessible  roots,  two  canines  and  three  centrals.  The 
pulps  of  these  teeth  were  devitalized,  every  detail  of  the  operation 
being  conducted  under  the  strictest  antiseptic  precautions.  All  in- 
struments, the  rubber  dam,  and  the  hands  of  the  operator  were 
treated  in  accordance  with  the  most  modern  knowledge  of  aseptic 
requirements.  The  clinic  of  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College  offered 
the  necessary  teeth  for  the  experiments,  and  I  had  no  hesitancy  in 
justifying  the  act  upon  the  basis  of  "means  to  an  end.'* 

After  the  pulps  were  devitalized  the  canals  were  filled  with  chloro- 
percha  and  gutta-percha  points  and  the  cavity  filled  with  zinc  phos- 
phate. After  six  weeks  the  teeth  were  opened  under  antiseptic  pre- 
cautions, and  the  contents  of  the  canals  placed  in  culture  media. 
The  results  were  negative, — no  evidence  of  bacterial  growth. 

The  second  series  of  experiments  were  conducted  with  teeth 
in  which  canals  were  treated  with  sulfuric  acid.  These  cases  were 
selected, — three  containing  recently  devitalized  pulps  and  three 
putrescent  pulps.  The  treatment  was  that  which  is  generally  fol- 
lowed, 50  per  cent,  sulfuric  acid  being  used,  afterward  neutralized 
with  sodium  bicarbonate.  This  was  continued  until  it  seemed  that 
the  apex  had  been  reached.  The  canals  were  then  filled  with  chloro- 
percha  and  gutta-percha  points.  The  aseptic  precautions  here,  as  in 
all  subsequent  experiments,  were  like  those  before  cited.  After 
three  months  these  teeth  were  removed,  the  canals  opened,  and  bac- 
teriological examinations  made.     There  were  negative  results,  ex- 
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cept  in  one  of  the  putrescent  cases  which  showed  evidences  of 
pyogenic  micro-organisms. 

The  third  series  of  experiments  involved  the  use  of  mummifring 
paste.  Six  recently  devitalized  pulps  were  selected,  and  the  result 
in  two  cases  showed  the  formation  of  pyogenic  micro-organisms. 
In  one  of  these  two  cases  the  root-canal  contents  upon  removal  were 
found  to  be  very  foul.  The  tooth  was  removed  owing  to  trouble 
and  the  desire  for  examination,  and  it  was  found  that  the  mummify- 
ing influence  had  not  penetrated  beyond  one-third  of  the  distance 
of  the  root-canal. 

The  fourth  series  of  experiments  were  conducted  with  the  method 
of  digesting  the  root-canal  contents.  In  place  of  papain,  as  sug- 
gested by  Dr.  Harlan,  the  analogous  substance  "caroid  solvent"  was 
substituted.  The  reason  for  this  change  was  the  greater  efficiency 
of  caroid,  and  the  ease  with  which  it  could  be  used,  as  there  was  no 
necessity  for  making  a  paste. 

In  six  cases,  immediately  after  devitalization  and  partial  removal 
of  pulp,  caroid  solvent  was  sealed  in  the  pulp-chamber,  which  after 
twenty-four  hours  opened  and  washed  out  with  solution  of  sodium 
bicarbonate  and  filled  as  in  previous  experiments. 

In  six  other  cases  containing  putrescent  pulp  tissue  a  few  drops 
of  caroid  solvent  were  introduced  by  means  of  a  pipette,  sealed  in 
the  cavity  with  temporary  stopping,  and  after  two  days  washed  out 
with  alkaline  solution;  root-canals  filled  as  before.  After  three 
months  the  root-canal  fillings  of  all  these  twelve  cases  were  removed 
and  presented  for  bacteriological  examination.  Results  were  nega- 
tive in  all  but  one  case,  which  showed  bacterial  growths.  All  of 
these  experiments  were  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  Dr. 
O.  E.  Inglis.  The  personal  equation  may  therefore  be  eliminated 
and  the  conclusion  drawn  that  thorough  removal  of  root-canal  con- 
tents under  absolute  aseptic  conditions  offers  the  best  means  of 
preventing  subsequent  septic  changes. 

Furthermore,  we  may  conclude  that  we  possess  in  the  "acid 
method"  and  "pulp-digestion"  two  methods  of  root-canal  treatment 
which  may  be  employed  with  advantage  in  all  cases  where  thorough 
removal  is  impossible;  caroid  solvent  being  preferred  on  account 
of  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be  used,  its  non-irritating  property,  and 
its  power  of  penetration. 
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A  few  words  about  this  agent.  Caroid  is  a  vegetable  digestive 
obtained  by  mixing  the  ferments  of  the  plant  Carica  papaya  and 
the  fat-splitting  ferment  of  Colza.  According  to  extensive  investi- 
gations by  Prof.  Chittenden  this  substance  possesses  marked  power 
to  dissolve  organic  substances ;  this  effect  is  produced  in  acid,  alka- 
line, or  neutral  solutions,  and  in  the  presence  of  many  chemicals, 
antiseptics,  and  therapeutic  agents ;  it  exerts  its  peculiar  power  at  a 
wide  range  of  temperature  and  irrespective  of  changing  media  or 
environments.  Caroid  as  a  solvent  of  dead  organic  tissue  has  re- 
cently been  used  quite  extensively  for  the  removal  of  hardened  and 
tenacious  secretions  in  the  naso-pharynx  and  also  the  false  mem- 
brane of  diphtheria. 

In  order  to  supply  the  profession  with  a  stable  solution  the  manu- 
facturers have  prepared  a  saturated  solution  of  caroid  in  a 
menstruum  which  prevents  its  deterioration,  calling  it  "caroid  sol- 
vent." 

The  laudatory  articles  which  appeared  in  medical  journals  sug- 
gested the  use  of  this  liquid  as  a  substitute  for  papoid  in  the  treat- 
ment of  root-canals,  and  the  surprising  results  obtained  during  the 
first  series  of  experiments  induced  me  to  use  it  in  a  large  number  of 
cases  of  putrescent  root-canals  which  presented  themselves  in  the 
college  clinic.  I  have  the  record  of  eighteen  cases,  but  not  wishing 
to  weary  you  with  a  recital  of  these,  will  simply  state  that  the  good 
results  obtained  from  the  use  of  caroid  solvent,  the  ease  with  which 
it  can  be  applied,  the  penetrating  power  of  this  digestive  upon  all 
organic  tissues  present  in  the  root-canal  and  dentin,  giving  to  the 
latter  a  whitened  appearance  as  though  it  had  been  bleached,  demon- 
strate the  usefulness  of  this  method  of  treating  root-canals. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Turner.  This  paper  is  a  very  practical  one  and  a 
particularly  good  one.  It  is  so  short  that  we  can  take  it  all  in  and 
remember  it.  There  is  not  much  that  I  want  to  say  about  it,  how- 
ever, except  that  it  is  valuable  because  it  goes  into  a  line  of  work 
that  very  few  of  us  can  follow  out.  If  we  treat  a  tooth  in  our 
private  practice,  and  it  remains  comfortable,  we  have  no  opportunity 
of  opening  it up  afterward  to  ascertain  the  exact  condition.  We  are 
only  too  glad  to  have  it  all  right,  and  the  patient  certainly  does  not 
want  it  interfered  with  to  see  what  the  treatment  has  accomplished. 
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So  if  anyone  has  this  opportunity  in  dispensary  work,  most  valuable 
knowledge  may  be  obtained,  and  we  appreciate  its  being  presented 
to  us.  I  think  that  the  point  to  be  brought  out  in  this  paper  is  that 
the  smaller  the  amount  of  pulp  tissue  remaining  in  the  pulp-canal, 
the  less  material  there  will  be  to  decompose  and  give  rise  to  sub- 
sequent trouble ;  and  we  should  not  give  way  to  the  temptation  to 
slight  this  work  where  the  canal  is  difficult  or  we  think  impossible 
of  access.  The  results  shown  would  urge  us  to  exercise  a  little  more 
patience,  to  keep  at  the  work  a  little  longer,  and  we  will  find  that 
root-canals  into  which  we  cannot  at  first  insert  a  broach  will  gradu- 
ally open  up,  and  we  will  accomplish  more  than  we  thought  we 
could. 

I  must  confess  to  a  little  disappointment  in  the  showing  of  mum- 
mifying paste.  I  do  not  think  many  of  us  want  to  use  it  where  the 
pulp-contents  are  easily  removable,  but  we  find  cases  where  such 
removal  is  most  difficult  or  beyond  our  power.  Sometimes  the 
root-canals  are  so  small  that  we  do  not  even  find  the  openings  into 
them,  or  if  we  do,  we  penetrate  only  a  short  distance,  and  it  would 
give  us  a  very  comfortable  feeling  if  we  were  certain  that  this  mum- 
mifying paste  would  take  care  ot  anything  left  there;  but,  judging 
from  the  results  presented  in  this  paper,  we  cannot  place  much 
confidence  in  it,  and  we  must  continue  the  work  as  long  as  there  is 
any  possibility  of  obtaining  an  open  canal,  and  try  to  get  our  filling 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  end  of  it. 

Dr.  Webster,  Toronto.  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  most 
admirable  paper  of  Dr.  Greenbaum.  One  point  I  would  like  to  ask 
some  questions  about,  and  that  is  the  use  of  sulfuric  acid  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarging  root-canals,  making  them  more  accessible. 
In  practice  I  was  never  able  to  do  that  successfully  to  suit  myself; 
in  experimenting  in  the  laboratory,  I  failed  in  the  same  way.  Tak- 
ing a  canal  that  is  too  fine  for  access,  how  is  the  sulfuric  acid  gotten 
down  to  the  place  that  is  so  fine  you  want  to  enlarge  it,  and  not  put 
where  you  do  not  need  it  ?  As  for  enlarging  canals,  I  am  not  a  suc- 
cess, and  there  are  many  gentlemen  who  have  been  successful  in 
that  connection;  I  hope  they  will  explain  how  to  do  it.  I  have 
asked  students  to  do  it  in  the  laboratory,  but  with  the  same  success 
that  I  had.  The  fact  is,  I  do  not  know  how,  and  I  am  trying  to 
find  out. 
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Report  of  Committee  on  Practice. 


By  dr.  a.  R.  COOKE,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


DURING  the  past  year  few  changes  of  importance  have  taken 
place  in  the  practice  of  dentistry. 

The  journals  from  time  to  time  have  had  interesting  and 
instructive  papers  with  which  you  are  all  familiar  and  which 
need  not  be  reviewed  at  this  time.  The  educational  problem 
has  absorbed  a  large  part  of  the  essayist's  attention,  and  the  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  time  of  the  curriculum  from  three  to  four 
years  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Such  increase,  together  with 
the  preliminary  requirements  now  in  force,  should  attract  a  larger 
number  of  intelligent  students  to  the  ranks  of  the  profession, — men 
who  can  be  expected  to  make  decided  post-graduate  advancement 
and  add  to  the  fund  of  scientific  knowledge  of  dentistry. 

Prosthetic  dentistry  has  received  little  attention  in  the  reports  of 
your  committee  for  several  years,  and  your  attention  is  called  to 
needed  reforms  in  this  department.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the 
average  of  mechanical  dentistry  is  below  the  standard  of  years  past, 
and  we  may  well  ask,  What  is  the  cause?  As  long  as  neglect  of 
dental  sanitation  and  care  by  the  patient  exist,  together  with  limited 
operative  ability  of  the  dentist,  so  long  will  it  be  necessary  to  re- 
place organs  lost  by  decay.  It  is  therefore  our  present  duty  to 
see  that  those  who  have  been  unfortunate  in  this  way  are  properly 
cared  for.  The  prevalence  of  cheap  advertising  has  lowered  this 
class  of  practice,  and  the  public  are  being  educated  to  expect  less 
year  by  year.  That  the  number  of  advertisers  is.  on  the  increase  is 
an  indication  of  faulty  conditions  somewhere,  and  the  subject  might 
well  be  the  theme  of  a  lengthy  discussion.  Either  our  colleges 
are  lax  in  their  instructions  on  ethics  or  we  are  taking  in  a  large 
class  of  men  who  have  no  true  professional  ideas  of  practice.    The 
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public  is  being  educated  by  the  glaring  advertisements  of  quack 
methods  more  thoroughly  than  we  seem  to  be  able  to  influence  it 
in  our  daily  practice,  and  a  revolution  must  come  sooner  or  later. 

It  may  not  seem  within  the  province  of  this  report  to  consider 
the  effect  of  such  methods,  or  the  causes  which  lead  up  to  them,  but 
your  committee  personally  has  strong  convictions  on  the  subject 
and  would  welcome  any  effort  to  effect  a  reform. 

No  proposed  change  in  practice  of  recent  years  has  exerted  as 
marked  an  influence  upon  preconceived  ideas  as  the  so-called  "ex- 
tension for  prevention"  theory,  together  with  its  corollaries.  This 
subject  having  been  so  well  presented  at  this  meeting  leaves  little 
for  your  committee  to  report.  We  believe  in  these  occasional  up- 
heavals, though  some  operators  may  carry  them  to  extremes.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  will  at  last  be  sifted  out  and  our  practice  will 
be  improved.  That  the  ideas  presented  have  merit  no  one  will 
deny,  and  the  final  verdict  must  be  in  favor  of  the  profession.  It 
would  have  been  of  interest  to  have  learned  how  far  the  ideas  are 
accepted  and  taught  by  the  representative  colleges  of  the  land.  If 
we  are  to  have  extension,  how  far  shall  we  go  in  our  daily  practice? 

Your  committee  has  long  been  impressed  by  the  lack  of  uni- 
formity and  thoroughness  in  the  preparation  and  care  of  pulpless 
teeth  which  are  to  be  permanently  filled  or  crowned.  The  increas- 
ing demand  that  every  tooth  and  root  be  utilized  in  some  way 
renders  such  condition  the  more  deplorable.  The  increase  of  so- 
called  neuralgic  pains  of  the  head  and  face  which  may  with  reason 
be  attributed  to  the  teeth  is  more  prevalent  than  when  extraction 
was  the  rule.  The  slight  irritation  of  septic  matter  in  imperfectly 
filled  root-canals,  although  causing  no  local  disturbance,  is  often 
the  cause  of  reflex  irritation  which  forces  the  patient  to  seek  relief 
from  the  general  medical  practitioner.  The  so-called  mummifica- 
tion processes  and  their  application  in  any  large  number  of  per- 
manent operations  must  finally  lead  to  many  complications,  and 
your  committee  is  loath  to  accept  the  findings  of  statistics  showing 
universal  success  in  these  cases.  It  is  only  after  the  lapse  of  years 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  judge  of  the  permanence  of  such  methods. 

Your  committee  favors  the  most  thorough  mechanical  removal 
of  all,  or  as  nearly  all  as  the  ability  of  the  operator  will  allow,  of  the 
pulp  tissue  and  a  thoroughness  in  the  treatment  of  the  pulp- 
chamber  and  canals  which  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  tissue 
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disintegration  after  the  canals  have  been  filled  with  an  antiseptic 
non-absorbent  filling  material.  Such  practice  is  strictly  in  accord 
with  modem  surgical  procedure,  and  the  oft-repeated  excuse  that 
other  methods  require  too  much  time,  patience,  and  skill  is  too  un- 
scientific to  be  considered. 

The  use  of  cotton  and  other  absorbent  materials,  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  should  be  abandoned,  and  a  more  permanent  material 
be  substituted.  A  small  piece  of  cotton  at  the  apical  foramen, — 
the  most  vital  point, — is  quite  as  septic  and  undesirable  as  a  whole 
root-filling  of  the  same  material.  It  is  notable  that  the  greater 
number  of  abscesses  and  direct  disturbances  from  septic  matter  in 
the  root-canals  occur  upon  small  and  tortuous  roots,  showing  that 
the  amount  of  septic  matter  has  little  to  do  with  the  case ;  it  is  the 
quality  with  which  we  are  most  concerned.  Tlie  difficulties  in 
treatment  of  these  cases  have  been  much  lessened  by  the  improve- 
n^nts  in  instruments  and  methods  of  recent  years.  The  cheap- 
and-easy  methods  have  many  advocates,  and  it  is  easy  to  drop 
into  this  line  of  practice.  "Whatever  is  worth  doing  at  all  is 
worth  doing  well,"  and  the  compensation  should  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  thoroughness  of  the  operation  and  the  permanence 
of  the  result.  That  there  are  exceptions  to  this  line  of  practice 
merely  proves  the  rule,  and  one  inclined  to  cavil  can  always  find  a 
crooked  and  inaccessible  root  to  hold  up  as  a  horrible  example  of 
what  must  be  expected  of  one  who  advocates  such  methods.  Show 
^  body  of  dentists  a  simple  method  of  accomplishing  a  paying 
operation,  and  you  have  secured  their  profound  attention  in  ad- 
vance.   The  reverse  is  equally  true. 

Porcelain  work  has  received  the  attention  more  generally  of 
specialists  than  of  the  general  practitioner.  The  fact  that  no  in- 
soluble cement  has  yet  been  found  places  us  at  a  disadvantage  in 
this  line  of  work,  as  stated  in  last  report. 

Prophylaxis  is  receiving  more  general  attention  but  not  as  much 
as  the  subject  deserves.  Our  practice  should  be  modified  in  this 
respect  as  well  as  our  instruction  to  patients.  In  the  care  of  the 
gums  and  associate  parts,  much  may  be  done  to'prevent  pyorrhea. 
and  all  should  meet  with  the  success  claimed  by  some  of  our  mem- 
bers in  staying  the  progress  of  this  much-discussed  malady.  Your 
committee  considers  that  more  can  be  done  to  ward  off  this  trouble 
than  can  be  accomplished  by  extensive  operations  after  the  dis- 
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ease  is  well  advanced.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  every  practitioner 
to  observe  and  advise  those  patients  whose  diathesis  indicates  any 
tendency  to  this  trouble  in  later  life.  This  service  has  been 
neglected,  as  it  has  not  met  with  general  appreciation  and  compen- 
sation. Recent  discussions  are  doing  much  to  advance  the  practice, 
although  European  methods  are  even  more  lax  than  our  own  have 
been.  Patients  inform  your  committee  that  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  have  their  teeth  properly  cleansed  by  foreign  dentists,  as  these 
consider  such  service  quite  beneath  their  dignity.  America  must 
still  lead  the  world  in  this,  as  in  all  other  things  dental. 

Your  attention  is  again  called  to  the  work  of  Dr.  Michaels,  of 
Paris,  on  the  systematic  qualitative  examination  of  the  saliva  as 
an  aid  to  the  diagnosis  of  general  pathological  conditions  as  well 
as  the  cause  of  dental  caries.  Some  definite  results  have  been 
secured,  and  the  claim  is  made  that  by  such  tests  the  saliva  is 
proved  to  represent  the  true  conditions  of  the  blood,  and  that  a 
diagnosis  of  any  well-known  disorder  may  be  made.  The  subject 
is  deserving  of  very  careful  examination  and  it  is  pleasing  to  know 
that  investigations  are  in  progress  in  this  country  of  which  we 
may  have  more  accurate  reports  than  have  been  available  of  Dr. 
Michaels'  work. 

This,  gentlemen,  constitutes  the  report  of  your  committee,  which 
it  is  hoped  may  elicit  an  active  discussion. 

DISCUSSION. 

W.  W.  Smith,  Rochester.  It  is  unpleasant  to  me  and  unprofit- 
able to  you  that  I  am  obliged  to  open  the  discussion  of  this  report 
with  only  a  few  hours  in  which  to  consider  the  subjects  mentioned. 
They  are  important  and  puzzling  questions ;  hours  could  profitably 
be  spent  in  discussing  any  one  of  them,  but  I  can  only  give  a  few 
hints.  The  report  is  clear  and  concise.  I  wish  to  criticize  a  little 
and  emphasize  more. 

In  speaking  of  the  educational  problem,  the  opinion  is  expressed 
that  the  proposed  extension  of  time  of  the  curriculum  from  three 
to  four  years  would  attract  men  who  would  be  expected  to  make 
decided  post-graduate  advancement  and  add  to  the  fund  of  scien- 
tific knowledge  of  dentistry.  I  admit  it  would  seem  more  attractive 
to  students  who  feel  a  pride  in  being  associated  with  men  of  high 
literary  attainments  and  who  have  the  means  of  gratifying  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  STATE  OF    NEW    YORK.  1 55 

desire;  but  as  a  rule  these  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  the  ones  who 
make  the  most  scientific  advancement  or  who  most  promote  the 
real  advancement  of  the  profession.  Circumstances  which  compel 
boys  and  young  men  to  earn  their  own  living  very  often  develop 
a  character  that  is  needed  in  the  dental  profession.  Such  as  these 
are  doing  the  world's  work  to-day,  and  we  can  with  reason  expect 
them  to  be  the  prime  factor  in  advancing  the  world's  interests  in 
the  future.  They  are  especially  needed  in  the  dental  profession. 
Neither  four  nor  ten  years  would  make  creditable  and  progressive 
dentists  out  of  a  large  majority  of  those  who  would  be  attracted 
by  such  extension,  and  it  would  exclude  many  who  are  needed,  and 
cripple  others  to  an  extent  that  would  be  a  bar  to  their  making 
post-graduate  advancement  and  would  place  before  them  a  tempta- 
tion to  resort  to  unprofessional  methods  of  practice  in  order  to 
meet  their  financial  obligations.  I  admit,  this  is  a  hard  question  to 
solve;  commercialism  enters  so  largely  into  all  our  professional 
activities, — and  very  naturally,  too, — that  we  cannot  expect  ideal 
conditions.  What  is  needed  is  a  higher  standard  of  teaching,  and 
the  excluding  as  far  as  possible  of  matriculates  who  have  not  the 
elements  of  true  professional  success  in  them.  I  say  these  things 
guardedly ;  I  am  dealing  with  generalities. 

This  leads  to  the  matter  of  ethics  which  the  essayist  has  men- 
tioned farther  on.  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  there  is  not  much 
ethical  teaching  in  most  of  our  colleges.  Surely  it  does  not  mani- 
fest itself  very  strongly  in  the  characters  of  a  large  number  of  the 
graduates  coming  from  the  colleges.  It  would  be  unfair  to  hold 
the  colleges  responsible  for  all  incompetent  and  unethical  prac- 
titioners coming  from  them;  these  elements  may  be  in  a  student 
and  yet  not  manifest  enough  to  justify  his  exclusion,  while  so 
strongly  rooted  in  his  nature  that  no  amount  of  teaching  would 
eliminate  them.  There  always  have  been  and  probably  will  be  men 
of  this  character  in  the  profession.  No  amount  of  legislation  or 
ethical  rules  or  pledges  will  eliminate  them,  for  the  very  worst  class 
of  these  offenders  consists  of  those  who  are  strictly  legal  and 
ethical  as  far  as  the  letter  of  the  law  goes. 

The  matter  of  prosthetic  dentistry  should,  as  the  report  says, 
claim  more  attention.  I  cannot,  however,  quite  admit  that  it  is  orr 
the  decline.  Cheapness  and  incompetence  comes  to  the  surface,, 
but  beneath  this,  it  seems  to  me,  we  can  observe  great  progress. 
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Neither  am  I  pessimistic  in  regard  to  the  future, — in  view  of  the 
statement  made  that  "cheap  advertising  has  lowered  this  class  of 
practice/'  I  believe  that  this  will  have  its  reaction,  and  sooner  or 
later  real  worth  will  be  sought  after,  and  the  less  the  matter  is  agi- 
tated the  sooner  we  will  see  those  happy  results. 

I  have  not  had  the  time  to  prepare  any  detailed  discussion  of  the 
other  subjects  mentioned.  I  heartily  agree  with  what  is  said  about 
"extension  for  prevention,"  also  that  of  pulp-mummification  and 
the  treatment  of  pulpless  teeth.  I  wish  to  emphasize  what  has  been 
so  well  said. 

In  the  matter  of  prophylaxis  there  is  certainly  a  field  for  more 
constant  and  advanced  instruction  and  practice. 

Dr.  Low,  Buffalo.  I  read  in  the  International  Dental  Journal 
an  article  by  Dr.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  during  the  present  year, 
in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  g^ms  and  teeth,  particularly  of 
young  patients,  looking  toward  more  frequent  and  more  careful 
attention,  and  it  struck  home  to  my  heart  more  than  an)rthing  I 
have  read  during  the  year.  I  believe  the  next  important  step  of 
progress  in  the  conserving  of  the  human  teeth  will  be  taken  when 
some  means  shall  be  devised  that  the  treatment  shall  be  at  least 
attended  to  as  often  as  once  in  two  weeks. 

I  read  a  little  paper  before  the  City  Dental  Society  in  Buffalo,  in 
which  I  advocated  that  we  should  establish  a  new  profession, — ^that 
of  odontocure, — a  girl  with  an  orange-wood  stick  and  some  pumice- 
stone,  and  possibly  a  flannel  rag,  who  shall  go  from  house  to  house, 
and  fashionable  folk  shall  have  that  nasty  condition  in  their  mouths 
attended  to  as  often  as  once  in  two  weeks.  I  want  to  ask  if  there 
is  anyone  in  the  room  who  knows  anything  about  the  success  at- 
tained by  Dr.  Smith. 

Dr.  Kirk  told  Dr.  C.  S.  Butler,  of  Buffalo,  that  he  had  seen  very 
wonderful  results  attained  by  Dr.  Smith  in  his  treatment  of  the 
teeth  of  young  people, — teeth  which  were  almost  opaque  had  be- 
come much  more  translucent.  The  mere  movement  of  the  orange- 
wood  stick  upon  the  enamel  wall,  and  the  massage  of  the  gum,  had 
resulted  in  an  entirely  different  appearance  of  the  teeth.  If  this  is 
true,  we  should  consider  that  one  point  with  especial  interest. 

The  President.  There  are  several  gentlemen  present  who  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  some  of  Dr.  Smith's  patients,  and  we 
would  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  them. 
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Dr.  French,  Rochester.  A  family  of  patients  of  Dr.  Smith 
have  been  under  my  care  for  the  last  year.  Dr.  Smith  has  believed 
that  cleanliness  was  a  little  ahead  of  godliness,  and  he  has  been 
trying  to  improve  on  that.  The  care  he  has  given  the  teeth,  and 
the  results  attained,  are  almost  marvelous.  It  is  like  a  business 
proposition:  he  guarantees  that  if  people  will  have  their  children's 
teeth  put  in  good  condition,  and  then  bring  them  once  every  month 
to  him  for  a  thorough  cleaning,  he  will  take  charge  of  them  from 
that  time  on ;  but  they  must  come  once  every  month  to  have  the 
teeth  thoroughly  cleaned,  and  he  will  see  them,  they  paying  five 
dollars  each  time.  It  would  be  a  paying  thing  for  the  dentist,  and 
certainly  much  better  for  the  patient.  This  family  were  patients 
of  his  in  Philadelphia.  The  results  I  have  seen,  and  the  ideas  I 
have  obtained  from  the  wife  and  mother  of  the  family,  are  some- 
thing almost  incredible.  It  would  be  well  worth  our  while  to  see 
what  we  could  do.  He  particularly  insists  that  no  instruments 
shall  be  used  beyond  the  pumice-stone  and  orange-wood. 

Dr.  Sanger,  of  Orange,  N.  J.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  one 
of  Dr.  Smith's  guests,  and  of  seeing  some  of  the  most  satisfactory 
work  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  witness.  Dr.  Smith  had  at  least 
a  dozen  patients,  of  varying  ages,  present.  His  method  is  ap- 
parently one  of  thorough  prophylaxis.  He  believes  that  pro- 
phylaxis does  not  simply  mean  the  removal  of  salivary  cal- 
culus and  stains,  and  what  you  would  call  the  cleaning  of 
the  teeth,  but  the  thorough  scouring  of  every  tooth,  by  that 
process  producing  a  stimulation  of  the  teeth  and  the  gums.  It 
is  heroic  and  vigorous,  and  the  patients  writhe  a  little  while  he 
does  it;  but  the  results  were  all  so  thoroughly  satisfying  that  he 
has  a  clientele  of  people  who  are  attached  to  him,  regarding  him  as 
the  savior  of  their  otherwise  hopeless  teeth.  He  showed  us  cases 
where  the  teeth  were  so  loose,  according  to  his  statement  and  the 
patients',  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  do  anything  with  them.  He 
cleaned  them  thoroughly,  tightened  them  and  utilized  them  for  the 
attachment  of  bridges,  and  succeeded  in  making  the  attachments 
firm  for  a  number  of  years,  and  they  seem  as  good  to-day  as  they 
must  have  been  when  he  put  the  bridges  on.  He  does  not  confine 
himself  to  the  use  of  pumice-stone  and  orange-wood,  as  has  been 
said.  He  has  a  set  of  scalers  which  he  uses  vigorously  on  the  teeth, 
and  you  would  think,  to  see  him  go  at  it,  that  he  would  take  the 
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enamel  all  off.  He  claims,  and  seems  to  demonstrate,  that  a  tootlr 
thoroughly  massaged,  if  I  may  use  that  term,  seems  to  gain  force. 
He  showed  a  tooth  that  had  a  white  stain,  which  was  gradually 
being  eradicated  by  the  stimulation  of  this  rubbing  process,  so  it 
has  been  reduced,  according  to  the  patient's  testimony,  from  a  stain 
covering  almost  the  surface  of  the  central  incisor  down  to  a  little 
mark  at  the  cutting  edge,  which  he  was  not  sure  whether  he  could 
remove  or  not,  as  it  was  so  remote  from  the  point  of  supply.  I 
can  only  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  work  and  the  results. 
To  appreciate  and  understand  his  methods,  it  is  almost  necessary 
to  see  him  do  it.  I  know  nine-tenths  of  the  practitioners  would 
be  frightened  to  go  at  the  teeth  as  he  does,  until  they  had  it  proved 
by  someone  else's  testimony  or  by  their  own  experience  that  the 
method  was  correct. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ,  Rochester.  Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading 
Dr.  Smith's  article,  I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  be  more  prophylactic 
than  I  used  to  be,  and  that  is  the  only  difference  between  Dr.  Smith 
and  most  of  us.  Prophylaxis  is  not  new.  I  have  a  number  of 
patients  coming  to  me  every  few  months,  and  I  expect  to  increase 
their  number.  I  have  seen  wonderful  results,  as  far  as  the  gum 
tissues  are  concerned.  I  cannot  quite  conceive  from  a  physiological 
standpoint  how  a  difference  in  the  tooth-structure  can  occur  by 
this  external  stimulation,  and  I  am  willing  to  listen  to  some  of  our 
physiologists  and  pathologists  who  are  present.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion that  owing  to  the  extreme  amount  of  cleanliness  and  friction 
upon  the  enamel,  the  color  changes  owing  to  the  absence  of  ex- 
ternal deposits,  but  I  cannot  understand  how  the  teeth  may  be 
stimulated  from  the  outside  and  have  the  physiological  character 
changed.  Dr.  Smith's  work  has  certainly  done  us  a  great  deal  of 
^ood,  because  it  has  stimulated  us  to  a  higher  decree  in  doing  the 
prophylactic  work  which  is  and  remains  the  best  dentistry. 

I  wanted  to  discuss  one  point  in  Dr.  Cooke's  report,  and  that  is 
in  regard  to  the  four  years.  I  do  not  know  of  any  college  of  repute 
which  does  not  welcome  this  new  method.  The  studies  of  dentistry 
didactically  and  practically  have  become  so  much  more  compre- 
hensive than  formerly,  that  three  years  is  not  sufficient  to  produce 
a  perfect  specimen  of  a  dentally  educated  young  man  or  woman  to 
go  out  into  the  world  and  do  that  work  for  which  they  are  destined, 
and  which  they  ought  to  do  well ;  and  yet  I  do  believe  that  it  is  less 
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the  question  of  four  years'  education  in  the  college  than  the  ques- 
tion of  specific  preliminary  education  before  entering  the  college. 
I  would  argue  on  the  same  basis  that  I  did  at  the  National  meeting 
some  years  ago,  but  time  does  not  permit. 

Another  question  has  arisen, — the  question  of  ethics,  for  the 
absence  of  which  sometimes  the  colleges  are  blamed.  I  think  that 
is  totally  wrong.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  college. — I  certainly 
can  include  the  one  with  which  I  am  connected, — that  does  not 
teach  dental  ethics.  I  have  one  case  in  mind  where  one  of  the  finest 
operators  I  ever  met  finally  joined  the  ranks  of  advertising  men. 
Ethics  is  not  within  the  power  of  the  college.  It  is  entirely  apart 
from  dental  teaching.  A  man  may  remain  in  a  college  until  dooms- 
day and  you  may  not  make  a  gentleman  of  him.  It  must  be  born 
in  him,  and  it  is  apart  from  education  after  a  certain  time  in  life. 
The  proper  professional  instinct  which  shall  equip  men  for  profes- 
sonal  life  must  be  born  in  them  and  can  never  be  taught  in  colleges. 
Teachings  and  surroundings  will  add  much  to  its  development,  but 
after  all  it  is  a  force  innate  in  men  themselves. 

Dr.  Webster,  Toronto.  I  am  very  much  interested  in  this  sub- 
ject of  ethics  from  the  teacher's  standpoint.  I  have  written  a 
couple  of  articles  on  that  subject,  and  have  studied  it  from  the 
student's  standpoint,  too.  I  have  had  personal  acquaintance  with 
students  for  eight  or  ten  years,  with  more  or  less  knowledge  of 
what  they  do  after  they  graduate.  I  have  gone  into  the  subject 
trying  to  find  out  what  kind  of  early  training  these  men  had  who 
go,  as  we  say,  "wrong."  The  chief  cause  I  believe  is  their  early 
training.  They  have  been  at  some  business  occupation  previous 
to  entering  dentistry.  Take  a  man  who  has  been  a  salesman,  a 
peddler,  a  Jack-of-all-trades  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  or 
even  twenty  years,  and  you  cannot  make  a  professional  man  of 
him.  You  may  work  on  him  as  long  as  you  like ;  as  Dr.  Hofheinz 
says,  he  is  molded  before  you  get  him.  The  only  kind  of  man  you 
can  make  a  professional  man  of  is  one  who  has  professional  in- 
stincts within  him,  and  has  not  been  at  some  other  occupation  pre- 
vious to  entering  dentistry.  It  does  not  follow  that  every  man 
who  has  been  at  a  business  occupation  is  not  a  professional  gentle- 
man afterward,  but  by  looking  at  the  records  of  these  men  I  have 
found  this  to  be  as  I  have  stated. 
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There  is  another  class  of  men  who  cannot  do  anything  else  but 
be  quacks.  They  are  licensed  to  be  dentists  although  they  are  not 
qualified  to  be  such ;  consequently  they  are  more  likely  to  be  quacks. 
That  is  what  must  be  expected.  They  are  unable  to  get  the  fine 
technique  necessary  for  dentistry,  at  a  late  day  in  life,  unless  they 
have  had  a  previous  education  in  manual  training. 

Dr.  HoFiiEiNz.  I  would  like  to  have  an  answer  to  the  question 
1' asked, — Where  the  stimulation  comes  in  from  this  external 
prophylaxis  ? 

Dr.  Rhein.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  satisfy  Dr.  Hofheinz 
by  the  answer  I  will  give  in  regard  to  that,  but  before  answering 
him  I  might  revert  to  the  subject  that  has  been  under  discussion, — - 
the  subject  of  prophylaxis  and  its  general  advantage  as  expressed 
in  the  recent  papers  that  have  been  published  by  Dr.  Smith,  of 
Philadelphia.  I  agree  very  thoroughly  with  the  view  expressed  by 
Dr.  Hofheinz  that  the  doctrine  enunciated  by  Dr.  Smith  is  nothing 
new.  It  simply  has  not  been  put  into  general  practice.  For  a 
number  of  years  I  have  been  practicing  virtually  the  method  that 
Dr.  Smith  has  been  enunciating.  I  have  also  been  advocating  it 
publicly,  and  I  hope  that  the  impulse  that  has  been  given  in  this 
respect  will  continue  to  grow,  because  I  have  not  the  slightest 
question  as  to  the  advantage  that  accrues  to  a  young  patient  from 
putting  his  mouth  in  such  condition  as  to  render  him  immune  from 
caries  to  a  very  large  extent, — that  is,  if  your  instructions  can  be 
faithfully  carried  out. 

Dr.  Smith  told  me  he  had  been  very  much  misquoted  in  regard 
to  a  number  of  his  ideas,  especially  as  to  the  treatment  of  every 
patient  once  in  thirty  days.  He  does  not  pursue  such  a  foolish  plan 
as  to  endeavor  to  see  every  patient  every  thirty  days.  I  simply  say 
that  in  justice  to  Dr.  Smith.  It  is  necessary  to  use  a  certain  amount 
of  common  sense  in  regard  to  the  varying  conditions  in  different 
patients. 

Personally,  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  attend  to  this  part  of 
the  work  myself,  because  it  assumes  too  large  a  magnitude.  I 
have  found  it  necessary  to  have  an  assistant  entirely  for  this  pur- 
pose, otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  any  of  the 
ordinary  dental  operations ;  and  the  only  point  I  cannot  understand 
in  regard  to  Dr.  Smith's  practice  is  how  he  can  give  sufficient  time 
to  this  work.    I  find  it  perfectly  feasible  to  take  up,  at  the  present 
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time  (and  have  for  the  past  seven  or  eight  years),  at  least  four 
days'  work  of  an  assistant  for  no  other  purpose  than  this.  If  I  were 
to  give  that  much  time  out  of  my  own  labor  it  would  leave  a  very 
insignificant  amount  of  time  for  other  operations.  I  believe  a  woman 
is  especially  adapted  for  work  of  this  nature,  and  am  convinced 
that  if  she  has  a  sphere  in  dental  work,  it  is  in  regard  to  this 
prophylactic  work.  I  say  that  for  this  reason :  the  work  requires 
a  great  deal  of  patient  manipulation  in  a  line  that  has  a  great  deal 
of  sameness  to  it.  There  is  a  danger  of  getting  tired  of  the 
monotony  of  the  work,  and  also  a  danger  of  not  being  thorough 
enough  and  giving  sufficient  time  to  the  work  on  account  of  this 
monotonous  character.  Personally  I  indorse  the  results  Dr.  Smith 
has  attained,  especially  in  the  treatment  of  the  teeth  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  seventeen  years,  during  the  time  when 
their  teeth  are  most  prone  to  caries.  I  am  convinced  that  the  bene- 
fits, during  that  age,  of  frequent  cleansing, — because  it  is  nothing 
more  than  cleansing, — of  all  the  surfaces  of  the  teeth  in  the  method 
so  beautifully  enunciated  by  Dr.  Smith  is  productive  of  the  very 
best  results. 

In  attempting  to  answer  Dr.  Hofheinz's  question,  the  way  the 
matter  strikes  me,  as  far  as  the  character  of  the  enamel  surface  of 
the  tooth  is  concerned,  is  simply  this :  I  do  not  believe  that  we  get 
any  distinctive  improvement  in  the  enamel  surface.  What  we  do  is 
to  continually  combat  the  bacterial  plaques  so  beautifully  illustrated 
to  us  by  Dr.  Williams'  paper  some  years  ago.  The  constant  polish- 
ing of  the  enamel  surface  removes  those  plaques  and  prevents  their 
re-formation  to  any  extent.  That  is  the  point, — we  get  the  real 
enamel  surface  without  the  damage  done  by  these  plaques,  and  I 
believe  when  I  am  answering  in  this  way,  I  am  practically  indors- 
ing the  opinion  held  by  Dr.  Hofheinz  himself.  We  do  get  an  im- 
provement to  all  apparent  purposes,  but  there  is  no  real  change 
that  goes  on  in  the  enamel.  We  are  keeping  the  enamel  free  from 
the  damage  that  has  been  done  to  it,  both  in  sightliness  and  in 
any  ulterior  damage  which  may  result  from  the  deposition  of  these 
microbic  plaques,  which  at  the  outset  are  probably  invisible  to  the 
naked  eye. 

Dr.  Ottolengui.  It  is  barely  possible  that  Dr.  Rhein  is  wrong. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  scientific  basis  in  the  suggestion  I 
am  going  to  make,  but  as  our  specialists  are  engaging  their  atten- 
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lion  with  investigations  of  the  fluids  of  the  mouth,  I  would  like  to 
throw  out  a  hint.  A  thousand  teeth,  extracted  and  examined  after 
they  have  become  dry,  are  all  apparently  of  the  same  color,  except- 
ing of  course  such  teeth  as  have  been  badly  discolored  by  dis- 
ease,— but  1  mean  sound  teeth.  It  was  noticed  as  a  curious  fact, 
and  never  thoroughly  explained,  that  implanted  teeth  assume  the 
color  of  their  neighbors.  That  being  true,  it  means  that  a  tooth 
which  would  be  apparently  colorless  because  dry.  might  be  put  in 
the  mouth  of  a  person  with  a  yellowish  cast  of  teeth,  or  a  bluish 
cast,  and  in  the  end  it  would  assume  the  appropriate  color.  What 
does  that  indicate?  It  seems  to  me  it  means,  if  an)rthing,  that  the 
color  of  the  teeth  largely  depends  upon  the  fluids  of  the  mouth, 
which  they  absorb.  It  seems  to  me  possible  that  this  extreme 
prophylaxis,  which  brings  a  patient  periodically  to  the  dentist  for 
cleansing,  and  which  induces  that  patient  to  do  more  thorough 
cleansing  at  home,  will  not  only  remove  the  superficial  stains  and 
plaques  from  the  surfaces  of  the  teeth,  but  may  very  materially 
alter  the  conditions  of  the  fluids  of  the  mouth,  and  in  that  way  it 
is  quite  possible  that  the  color  of  the  teeth  might  be  improved. 

I  am  not  a  bacteriologist  nor  a  chemist,  but  I  have  observed  a 
few  clinical  facts,  and  they  make  some  impression  on  me;  and  it 
is  a  fact  that  those  people  who  are  most  particular  with  their  teeth 
will  have  teeth  of  more  beautiful  color,  more  lustrous  enamel,  and 
generally  what  we  might  call  a  lighter  and  more  uniform  shade; 
whereas  people  who  are  careless  with  their  teeth,  who  only  have 
them  cleaned  by  a  dentist  when  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  have 
various  shades  in  their  mouths,  even  in  adjacent  teeth.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  this  extreme  prophylaxis  alters  the  condition  of  the  fluids 
of  the  mouth,  and  thus  contributes  to  the  improved  color  of  the 
teeth. 

Dr.  Jarvie.  This  subject  is  exceedingly  interesting,  but  I  will 
only  occupy  a  few  minutes.  I  need  not  say  a  word  in  regard  to 
the  necessity  or  wisdom  of  as  perfect  prophylaxis  in  the  mouth  as 
possible;  but  I  want  to  say  something  regarding  discoloration  upon 
*  the  enamel,  and  its  effect  upon  the  shade  or  color  of  the  teeth.  No 
scouring  of  the  enamel  or  massage  of  the  gums  will  affect  the  com- 
position of  the  enamel  in  the  least,  but  it  will  have  the  same  effect 
upon  the  enamel  of  the  tooth  as  polishdng  would  have  upon  the 
granite  on  that  wall  we  see  through  the  window,  or  upon  any  piece 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   THE   STATE   OF    NEW    YORK.  163 

of  marble.  It  will  not  affect  the  structure  in  the  least,  but  polishing 
will  so  change  the  surface  that  it  will  seem  to  become  translucent. 
After  polishing  it  would  appear  as  though  one  could  see  into  it 
at  least  one-quarter  of  an  inch,  whereas  now  it  seems  not  only  an 
opaque  but  an  unreflective  surface.  A  tooth  does  not  derive  its 
color  from  the  enamel.  That  is  derived  from  the  dentin,  and  by 
the  translucence  of  the  enamel  we  get  the  varied  shades.  The 
diflference  in  shade  is  caused  by  the  diflference  in  the  pigpnents  in 
the  circulation.  The  complexion  of  a  blonde  or  a  brunette  is  not 
due  to  the  difference  in  cleanliness  of  the  skin,  but  to  the  pigments 
in  the  tissues  beneath  the  skin,  and  so  it  is  with  the  differing  shades 
of  teeth.  It  is  due  to  the  color  of  the  dentin  appearing  through  the 
translucent  enamel. 

Dr.  Sanger,  Orange,  N.  J.  I  want  to  give  the  explanation,. as  I 
understood  it,  which  Dr.  Smith  gave  us  in  regard  to  the  white 
marks.  He  claims  these  white  marks  were  not  on  the  surface,  but 
underneath  the  enamel,  between  the  enamel  and  the  dentin;  that 
they  represented  in  the  teeth  what  the  white  marks  represent  on 
people's  finger-nails  when  they  are  poorly  nourished ;  that  through 
the  rubbing  there  was  a  stimulation  of  the  circulation  which 
strengthened  the  tooth  and  filled  in  these  spaces  with  tissue.  I  do 
not  know  w^hether  that  is  so,  but  that  is  what  he  told  us.  He 
claimed  a  physiological  change.  The  change  takes  place  in  the 
dentin,  not  in  the  enamel.  The  enamel  is  a  semi-transparent  cover- 
ing of  the  dentin,  but  the  color  is  in  the  dentin. 

Dr.  Low.  It  is  a  fact,  as  I  have  stated,  that  the  structure  of  the 
teeth  resembles  that  of  the  hair  and  the  nails.  It  has  been  my 
experience,  and  that  of  other  gentlemen,  that  when  the  human 
nails  are  given  massage, — if  you  take  the  two  thumb-nails  and  rub 
them  together, — the  blood-current  is  stimulated  to  that  extent  that 
even  the  end  of  the  nail,  where  it  is  long,  is  less  likely  to  split  and 
crack.  Whether  it  has  gained  that  condition  while  it  was  still  live 
tissue,  or  not,  I  do  not  know ;  but  the  mere  rubbing  with  an  orange- 
wood  stick  and  some  pumice-stone  upon  the  enamel  of  the  tooth 
will  call  such  a  superabundance  of  blood-supply  into  the  dental " 
pulp  from  the  peridental  membrane  that  that  tooth  will  be  benefited. 
For  that  reason  we  should  go  even  beyond  Dr.  Smith.  Of  course, 
dentists  who  are  very  busy  cannot  give  the  time  to  this,  and  Dr. 
Rhein  struck  the  keynote  when  he  said  it  was  for  the  woman  to  do. 
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The  time  we  will  make  marked  advance  is  when  we  have  the 
odontocure.  She  will  not  do  it  as  thoroughly  as  Dr.  Smith,  and  she 
will  get  perhaps  fifty  cents  for  it ;  but  fashionable  folk  will  have  it 
done  because  it  is  fashionable  more  than  because  they  feel  the 
need  of  it.  I  have  had  young  patients,  both  boys  and  girls,  come 
in  with  conditions  that  are  positively  filthy.  They  are  the  children 
of  wealthy  people,  and  they  cannot  be  driven  into  the  bathroom  to 
manipulate  the  tooth-brush.  If  it  were  the  fashion  to  have  the 
odontocure  come  and  polish  up  the  teeth  with  a  little  red  powder, 
nicely  spiced,  and  these  young  folks  of  fifteen  or  so  could  not  go 
to  a  fuH-dress  party  unless  they  had  had  their  teeth  all  polished  up, 
we  would  gain  something.  I  think  that  is  the  way  we  might  ac- 
complish it. 

Dr.  Rhein.  Since  Dr.  Low  has  quoted  me  in  this  matter,  I 
will  say  that  I  do  not  want  to  stand  sponsor  for  the  family  odonto- 
cure. I  think  the  evil  they  would  be  apt  to  do  would  be  greater 
than  any  benefit.  While  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  turning  this 
work  over  to  a  woman  assistant,!  think  it  should  be  done  only  under 
skilled  advice,  and  I  make  that  very  emphatic.  There  was  one 
little  point  that  escaped  me,  and  that  is  the  advantage  to  be  gained 
from  massage  itself  in  these  cases.  This  is  beyond  question  of 
great  value;  the  benefit  results  from  improving  the  tone  of  the 
capillary  circulation.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  pulp  circulation,  but  the 
circulation  that  comes  to  the  gum, — that  fine  anastomosing  arterial 
circulation  that  returns  to  the  veins  and  is  so  frequently  found  in 
too  sluggish  a  condition. 

I  spoke  some  years  ago  of  my  own  technique  in  this  work,  which 
goes  beyond  what  we  have  listened  to,  and  that  is  the  electrical 
massage  of  the  gum  itself  in  these  cases.  I  have  had  the  most 
excellent  results  with  this  treatment,  due  to  the  improvement  of  the 
capillary  circulation  of  the  gums. 
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Messerschmitt,  1903. 
Hcrt,  B.  S.,  1903. 
Burns,  G.  G.,  1904. 
Guile,  B.  C,  1904. 
Bunbury,  C.  F.,  1905. 
Belcher,  W.  W.,  1905. 
Saunders,  B.  G.,  1906. 
Elmendorf,  C,  1906. 


EIGHTH   DISTRICT. 

Lyon,  H.  B.,  1903. 
Meisburger,  L.,  1903. 
Leake,  W.  J.,  1904. 
Wettlaufer,  C.  E.,  1904. 
Grove,  W.  V.,  1905. 
Cooley,  M.  O.,  1905. 
Young,  D.  H.,  1906. 
Mimmack,  A.  E.,  1906. 


NEW    YORK   DENTAL   SCHOOU 

R.  M.  Sanger. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS- 


Black,  G.  v.,  Jacksonville,  111. 
Broomell,  L  N.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Burridge,  L.  S.,  Rome,  Italy. 
Campbell,  Alex.,  Saronas  Ferry,  B.  C. 
Cartwright,  S.  H.,  London,  England. 
Crane,  J.  W.,  Paris,  France. 
Cryer,  M.  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Darby,  E.  T.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Dodge,  J.  S.,  Jr.,  New  York. 
Foster,  M.  W.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Guilford,  S.  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Hailes.  Wm.,  Albany. 
Hastings,  C.  A.,  Rio  Janeiro,  Brazil. 
Herbst,  Wilhelm,  Bremen,  Germany. 


Home,  W.  C,  Rome,  Italy. 
Hunt,  R.  F.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Kirk,  E.  C,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Knox,  H.  E.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Marshall,  J.  S.,  Chicago,  111. 
Merritt.  Charles,  New  York. 
Miller,  W.  D.,  Berlin,  Germany. 
Mirick.  H.  G.,  Brooklyn. 
Nash,  S.  M.,  New  York. 
Peirce,  C.  N.,  Philadelphia. 
Sanger,  R.  M.,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
Seabury,  F.  N.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Shepard,  L.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Stowell.  S.  S.,  Pittsfield.  Mass. 
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Dr.  Samuel  D,  French,  of  Troy,  died  July  21,  1889. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Atkinson,  of  New  York,  died  April  2,  1891. 

Dr.  John  Allen,  of  New  York,  died  March  8,  1892. 

Dr.  John  I.  Pitts,  of  Brooklyn,  died  May  4,  1894. 

Dr.  Charles  Barnes,  of  Syracuse,  died  June  3,  1894. 

Dr.  Aaron  Colton,  of  Hudson,  died  July  14,  1894. 

Dr.  Edwin  C.  Baxter,  of  Albany,  died  July  14,  1895. 

Dr.  S.  L.  Stillman,  of  Greenwich,  died  October  8,  1895. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Dwinelle,  of  Cazenovia,  died  February  13,  1896. 

Professor  Frank  Abbott,  of  New  York,  died  April  20,  1897. 

Dr.  M.  E.  Elmendorf,  of  Brooklyn,  died  October,  1897. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Thompson,  of  Brooklyn,  died  December  i,  1897. 

Dr.  Albert  N.  Chapman,  of  Brooklyn,  died  March  23.  1898. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Southwick,  of  Buffalo,  died  June  11,  1898. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Geran,  of  Brooklyn,  died  March  28,  1899. 

Dr.  Robert  I.  Verplank,  of  Albany,  died  August  27,  1899. 

Dr.  L.  S.  Straw,  of  Newburgh,  died  October  9,  1899. 

Dr.  Chas.  W.  Harr^ys,  of  Brooklyn,  died  March  16,  1901. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Lord,  of  New  York,  died  May  3,  1902. 
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Dental  Society,  State  of  New  York. 


ORGANIZATION. 

Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  30,  1868. 

DELEGATES   PRESENT. 

First  District.— O.  A.  Jarvis,  W.  C.  Home,  J.  G.  Ambler,  John  Allen, 
E.  A.  Bogue,  Wm.  Carr.  A.  C.  Hawes,  and  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York 
City. 

Second  District.— H.  G.  Mirick,  G.  A.  Mills,  C.  D.  Cook,  Wm.  B.  Hurd, 
O.  E.  Hill,  and  A.  H.  Brockway,  Brooklyn;  L.  S.  Straw,  Newburgh;  W.  S. 
Elliott,  Sag  Harbor. 

Third  District.— Alex.  Nelson,  John  C.  Austin,  J.  A.  Perkins,  Albany; 
S.  D.  French.  H.  H.  Young,  Troy;  A.  W.  Doty,  Windham;  A.  Colton, 
Hudson. 

Fourth  District. — A.  R.  Eaton,  Whitehall;  J.  H.  Vedder,  Schenectady; 
P.  W.  Weed,  Saratoga;  P.  Sloan,  Canajoharie. 

Fifth  District. — J.  A.  Cowles,  Rome ;  W.  W.  Perkins,  Baldwinsville ; 
P.  Harris,  Skaneateles;  L.  W.  Rogers,  C.  B.  Foster,  Utica;  S.  C.  Dayan, 
Watertown;  A.  Westcott,  Syracuse. 

Sixth  District. — A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville;  L.  A.  Rhodes,  Norwich; 
Ransom  Walker,  Owego;  H.  Hodge,  Binghamton. 

Seventh  District. — F.  French,  Rochester;  J.  L.  Clark,  Waterloo;  J.  A. 
Chase,  Geneseo;  W.  F.  Eddington,  Geneva;  B.  W.  Cook,  Brockport;  A.  G. 
Coleman,  Canandaigua;  L.  D.  Walter,  H.  S.  Miller,  Rochester. 

Eighth  District.— T.  M.  Briggs,  Stockton ;  C.  W.  Harvey,  G.  E.  Hayes, 
R.  G.  Snow,  B.  T.  Whitney,  Buffalo;  L.  W.  Bristol,  Lockport;  Nelson 
Stevens,  Batavia. 

New  York  Dental  College. — Norman  W.  Kingsley,  New  York  City. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


officers. 

A.  WESTCOTT, 
W.  B.  HURD, 
L.  W.  ROGERS, 

B.  T.  WHITNEY. 


Syracuse. 
Brooklyn. 
Utica. 
Buffalo. 
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Firsi  District, 
Second  District, 
Third  District, 
Fourth  District, 
Fifth  District, 
Sixth  District, 
Seventh  District, 
Eighth  District, 


CENSORS. 

J.  G.  Ahbler, 

W.    B.   HURD, 

A.  Nelson, 

Z.   COLTON, 

A.  Westcott, 
R.  Walker, 
F.  French, 
R.  G.  Snow, 


New  York. 

Brooklyn. 

Albany. 

Cambridge. 

Syracuse. 

Owego. 

Rochester. 

Buffalo. 


permanent  members. 


J.  G.  Ambler,  New  York. 
W.  C.  Home,  New  York. 
O.  A.  Jarvis,  New  York. 
A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York. 
N.  W.  Kingsley,  New  York. 
H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn. 
Alex.  Nelson,  Albany. 
A.  Westcott,  Syracuse. 
R.  Walker,  Owego. 

Geo. 


J.  Requa,  Rochester. 
C.  W.  Harvey,  Buffalo. 
B.  T.  Whitney,  Buffalo. 
H\.  H.  Young,  Troy. 
J.  A.  Perkins,  Albany. 
J.  H.  Vedder,  Schenectady. 
G.  A.  Foster,  Utica. 
A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 
A.  G.  Coleman,  Canandaigua. 
E.  Hayes,  Buffalo. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION.  p^^ruary  2,  1869. 

ESSAYS. 

"Artificial  Dentures" John   Allen. 

"Elements  of  Art  in  the  Practice  of  Dentistry" N.  W.  Kingsley. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  July  27,  1869. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 
Cor.  Secretary, 


OFFICERS. 

B.  T.  WHITNEY, 
J.  G.  AMBLER, 
CHAS.  BARNES, 
A.  C.  HAWES, 
N.  W.  KINGSLEY, 

CENSORS. 

First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 
Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 


Buffalo. 
New  York. 
Syracuse. 
New  York. 
New  York. 


permanent  members. 


Chas.  D.  Cook,  Brooklyn. 
L.  S.  Straw,  Newburgh. 
L.  W.  Rogers,  Utica. 


Frank  French,  Rochester. 
C  A.  Marvin,  Brooklyn. 
S.  H.  McCall,  Binghamton. 


ESSAYS. 

"The  Manufacture  of  Artificial  Teeth  in  America" 
"Peridontitis"  


.  .J.  G.  Ambler. 
.W.  S.  Elliott 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  29,  1870. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  L.  W.  ROGERS,  Utica. 

Vice-President,  C.  A.  MARVIN,  Brooklyn. 

Rec.  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES.  Syracuse. 

Cor.  Secretary,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Sixth  District,  S.  H.  McCall. 
Eighth  District,  R.  G.  Snow. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS.  1 

Wni.  Carr,  New  York.  L.  D.  Walter,  Rochester. 

Peter  Sloan,  Canajoharie.  W.  H.  Allen,  New  York. 

A.  P.  Southwick.  Buffalo.  P.  Harris,  Skaneateles. 

S.  D.  French,  Troy. 

ESSAYS. 

'*Why  Do  Teeth  Decay?" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

**Physiology  of  the  Nervous  System" v R.  G.  Snow. 

"Diagnosis"   C.  E.  Francis. 

"Dental  Conservatism" C.  A.  Marvin. 

••Irregularities"  N.  W.  Kingsley. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  Jime  28,  1871. 

OFFICERS. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Rec,  Secretary, 
Cor,  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


Brooklyn. 

BlNGHAMTON. 

Syracuse. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 


W.  B.  HURD, 

S.  H.  McCALL. 

CHAS.  BARNES. 

S.  A.  FREEMAN. 

A.  C.  HAWES. 
censors. 
Fourth  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 
Eighth  District,  L.  F.  Harvey. 

permanent  members. 
A.  L.  Northrop,  New  York.  L.  C.  Wheeler,  Troy. 

L.  A.  Rhodes,  Norwich.  C.  F.  Rich,  Saratoga  Springs. 

E.  A.   Bogue,  New  York. 

essays. 

'•Rights  of  Dental  Patients" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"The  Needs  of  the  Profession"  (Prize  Essay) C.  A.  Marvin. 

"Artificial  Dentures"  J.  G.  .\mbler. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  27,  1872. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  C.  A.  MARVIN,  Brooklyn. 

Vice-President,  W.  C.  BARRETT,  Buffalo. 

Rec.  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES,  Syracuse. 

Cor,  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Second  District,  C.  D.  Cook. 
Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 


S.  G.  Perry,  New  York. 

L.  F.  Harvey,  Buffalo. 

W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York. 


PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

*  D.  Monroe,  New  York. 
J.  C.  Austin,  Albany. 
F.  M.  Snook,  Waverly. 

ESSAYS. 

"Nutrition" L.  F.  Harvey. 

'^Keeping  Cavities  Dry" C.  E.  Francis. 

"Popular  Information  on  the  Subject  of  Dentistry" W.  C.  Barrett. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  25,  1873. 
officers. 
President,  J.  G.  AMBLER,  New  York. 

Vice-President,  A.  M.  HOLMES,  Morrisville. 

Rec.  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES,  Syracuse. 

Cor.  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

censors. 
First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 
Second  District,  C.  A.  Marvin  (vice  Cook  resigned). 
Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 

permanent  members. 
W.  S.  Elliott,  Goshen.  S.  D.  Stillman,  Greenwich. 

A.  N.  Chapman,  Brooklyn.  A.  N.  Priest,  Utica. 

W.  F.  Winne,  Albany.  W.  W.  Perkins,  Baldwinsville. 

A.  Colton,  Hudson.  G.  W.  Tripp,  Auburn. 

G.  C.  Daboll,  Buffalo. 

essays. 

"Tumors  of  the  Mouth" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"The  Saliva" W.  C.  Barrett 

"The  Anatomical  and  Physiological  Relations  of  the  Spinal 

Sympathetic  and  Fifth  Cerebral  Nerves" W.  S.  Elliott 

''Treatment  of  Exposed  Pulps" G.  C.  Daboll. 

"The  Six- Year  Molars" S.  H.  McCall. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  24,  1874. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  W.  C.  BARRETT,  Warsaw. 

Vice-President,  L.  S.  STRAW,  Newbuegh, 

Rec.  Secretary,  CHAS.  BARNES,  Syracuse. 

Cor,  Secretary,  W.  S.  ELLIOTT,  Goshen. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

censors. 
Sixth  District,  S.  H.  McCall. 
Eighth  District,  L  F.  Harvey. 

permanent  members. 
Chas.  Merritt,  New  York.  A.  S.  Roberts,  Rome. 

W.  T.  Shannon,  Brooklyn.  B.  R.  McGregor,  Rochester. 

W.  C.  Barrett.  Warsaw. 

ESSAYS. 

"Preserving  the  Teeth" O.  A.  Jarvis. 

'Chemical  and  Galvanic  Action  on  the  Teeth" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Hyperesthesia" W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Professional  Education" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Anatomical  and  Histological  Structure  of  the  Deciduous 

Teeth" W.  C.  Barrett. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  June  30,  1875. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Rec.  Secretary, 
Cor,  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


Warsaw. 

NEWBtJRGH. 

Buffalo. 
Syracuse. 
New  York. 


officers. 
W.  C.  BARRETT, 
L.  S.  STRAW, 
S.  A.  FREEMAN. 
S.  B.  PALMER, 
A.  C.  HAWES, 

censors. 
Fourth  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 

permanent  members. 
Wm.  H.  Dwindle,  New  York.  O.  R.  Young,  Troy. 

C.  P.  Crandell.  Brooklyn.  L.  E.  Ireland,  Oneonta. 

John  Allen,  New  York.  W.  A.  Bronson,  New  York. 

essays. 

"Theory  and  Practice" F.  French. 

"Dental  Nutrition" O.  A.  Jarvis. 
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"Cohesive  Gold  and  Leaky  Fillings" C.  A.  Marvin. 

"Dental  Relations,  Requirements,  and  Possibilities" C.  P.  Fitch. 

"Dentistry  in  England" W.  H.  Waite,  Liverpool. 

"Indigestion,  Its  Cause  and  Effect" Frank  Abbott 

"Success  and  Failure  of  Dental  Operations  Chemically 

Considered" S.  B.  PaUncr. 

"Saving  of  Time  in  Dental  Operations".  .C.  Stoddard  Smith,  Spring6eld,  111. 


EIGHTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol),  Albany,  July  12,  1876. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  C.  A.  MARVIN,  Brooklyn. 

Vice-President,  L.  F.  HARVEY,  Buffalo. 

Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Cor,  Secretary,  S.  B.  PALMER,  Syracuse. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

permanent  members. 
J.  Smith  Dodge,  New  York.  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 

J.  Bond  Litttg.  New  York.  Chas.  Barnes,  Syracuse. 

essays. 

^Treatment  of  Exposed  Pulps" W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Dental  Encyclopedia" B.  R.  McGregor. 

"Choice  of  Materials  in  Filling  Teeth" S.  B.  Palmer. 

'•Culture  of  Refined  Habits" C.  E.  Francis. 

"Violated  Laws" L.  S.  Straw. 

"Inflammation"   L.  F.  Harvey. 

"Pus"  W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Dental  Pathology" C.  A.  Marvin. 

'Sensitive  Dentine,  lis  Cause  and  Treatment" W.  H.  Dwinellc 


President, 
I  Ice-President, 
Rec.  Secretary, 
Cor.  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  9,  1877. 


officers. 
L.  H.  HARVEY, 
A.  M.  HOLMES, 
S.  A.  FREEMAN, 
W.  H.  ATKINSON, 
A.  C  HAWES, 


Buffalo. 
m0rrisvilj.e. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
New  York. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX. 


"^77 


CENSORS. 

Eighth  District,  A.  P.  Southwick  (vice  Harvey,  resigned). 
First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 
Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 

PERMANENT   MEMBER. 

W.  St.  George  Elliott,  New  York. 

ESSAYS. 

'''Dental  Associations" A.  M.  Holmes. 

"Dental  versus  Medical  Practice" A.  C.  Hawes. 

^'Management  of  Proximal  Surfaces  of  Bicuspids  and  Molars,"  S.  G.  Perry. 
'"Structure  of  Bone,  Periosteum,  and  Dentine"  (Illustrated), 

Wm.  Hailes,  Jr.,  M.D. 

^'Necrosis"  (Prize  Essay) W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Artificial  Dentures" J.  G.  Ambler. 

^Dental  Science"  S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Necessity  for  Dental  Legislation"  C.  P.  Crandell. 

"'The  Use  of  Creosote  in  Treating  Simple  Elxposure  of 

Dental'  Pulps.     Is  if  Correct  Practice  ?" W.  C.  Barrett. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  8,  1878. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  A.  M.  HOLMES,  Morrisville. 

Vice-President,  C.  E.  FRANCIS,  New  York. 

Rec,  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Cor.  Secretary,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Sixth  District,  S.  H.  McCali. 
Eighth  District,  A.  P.  Southwick. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

C  E.  Francis,  New  York.  F.  B.  Darby,  Elmira. 

Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr.,  Brooklyn.  W.  B.  Van  Vleck,  Hudson. 

O.  E.  Hill,  Brooklyn.  B.  Rathbun,  Dunkirk. 

G.  W.  Hoysradt,  Ithaca. 

ESSAYS. 

^'Dental  Education" G.  W.  Bush,  M.D. 

"Clinical  Observations  on  Anesthesia" W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Gunshot  Wounds  of  the  Mouth" W.  St.  Geo.  Elliott. 

"Artificial  Teeth" C.  N.  Eccleston. 

"Professional  Safeguards" J.  G.  Ambler. 

"Inflammation" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Eclectic  Practice  in  Dentistrv" S.  B.   Palmer. 
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ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  14,  iSjg. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  C.  E.  FRANCIS,  New  York. 

Vice-President,  G.  C.  DABOLL,  Buffalo. 

Rec,  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Cor.  Secretary,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  HAWES,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

Fourth  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 
Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes  (vice  McCall  resigned). 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

John  Allen,  New  York.  A.  H.  Brockway,  Brooklyn. 

J.  W.  Clowes,  New  York.  Chas.  K.  Van  Vleck,  Hudson. 

W.  H.  Colgrove,  Johnstown. 

ESSAYS. 

•"Protoplasm" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"The  Histology  and  Pathology  of  the  Teeth"  (Illustrated), 

Wm.  Hailes,  Jr..  M.D. 

"Adaptation  in  Dental  Practice" G.  C.  DaboU. 

"Heal" F.  M.  OdclL 

"Factors  of  Function" W.  H.  AtkinsOni 

"Accuracy  as  a  Condition  of  Scientific  Progress" J.  Smith  Dodge,  Jr. 


TWELFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Albany  Med.  College,  Albany,  May  12,  1880. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Rec.  Secretary, 
Cor.  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


OFFICERS. 

O.  E.  HILL. 
G.  C.  DABOLL, 
S.  A.  FREEMAN, 
W.  H.  ATKINSON, 
A.  H.  BROCKWAY, 


Brooklyn. 
Buffalo. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
Brooklyn. 


CENSORS. 

Second  District,  W.  Jarvie,  Jr. 

Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

Fourth  District,  W.  H.  Colgrove  (vice  C.  F.  Rich). 

PERMANENT   MfeMBERS. 

E.  C.  Baxter,  Albany. 
S.  A.  Freeman,  Buflfalo. 

ESSAYS. 

'Diagnosis" S.   B.   Palmer. 

'Practical  Words" G.  A.  Mills. 
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"Physiological  Requirements  of  Artificial  Dentures" W.  S.  Elliott. 

''Cohesive  Gold"  M.  H.  Webb,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

"Duties  of  Teachers  in  Dentistry"  W.  H.  Atkinson. 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  ii,  1881. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  O.  E.  HILL,  Brooklyn. 

Vice-President,  L.  S.  STRAW,  Newburgh. 

Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  FREEMAN,  Buffalo. 

Cor,  Secretary,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  A.  H.  BROCKWAY,  Brooklyn. 

CENSORS. 

First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 

Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 
permanent  members. 
Chas.  F.  Mensch,  Brooklyn.  C.  E.  Stacks,  Glens  Falls. 

Frank  D.  Nellis,  Syracuse.  M.  E.  Elmendorf,  Brooklyn. 

ESSAYS. 

"Elements  of  Progress  in  Dentistry" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Civilization  in  its  Relation  to  the  Increasing  Degeneracy  of 

Human  Teeth."     ( Prize  Essay) N.  W.  Kingsley. 

"Common  Sense  as  a  Most  Valuable  Factor  in  Dental 

Practice"  C.  A.  Marvin. 

"Comments  on  Modern  Dentistry" G.  W.  Weld. 

"Bacteria"  Frank  Abbott. 

"Restoration  of  the  Crowns  of  Teeth" A.  M.  Holmes. 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  10,  1882. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Rec.  Secretary, 
Cor.  Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


OFFICERS. 

L.  S.  STRAW, 
F.  FRENCH, 
J.  EDW.  LINE, 
W.  H.  ATKINSON. 
A.  H.  BROCKWAY, 


Newburgh. 
Rochester. 
Rochester. 
New  York. 
Brooklyn. 


CENSORS. 

Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
Eighth  District,  A.  P.  Southwick. 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

J.  H.  Race,  Brookljm.  Geo.  E.  Lamb,  Port  Henry. 

C.  F.  W.  Bodccker,  New  York.  Benj.  Lord,  New  York. 
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"Professional  Duties  and  Practical  Suggestions" C.  E.  Francis. 

"Carbolic  Acid" Frank  French. 

•'The  Minute  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Tooth" Frank  Abbott 

"Gold  Restoration  of  Abraded  Dentures" E.  Parmly  Brown. 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  9,  1883. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  '       L.  S.  STRAW,  Newburgh. 

Vice-President,  WM.  JARVIE,  Jr.,  Brooklyn. 

Secretary,  J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

Correspondent,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn. 

censors. 
Fourth  District,  W.  H.  Colgrove. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 

permanent  members. 
C.  A.  Woodward,  New  York.  J.  Edw.  Line,  Rochester. 

C.  W^  Harreys,  Brooklyn.  F.  LeGrand  Ames,  Albany. 

Chas.  Miller,  New  York. 

essays. 

"Longitudinal  Grooves  in  Teeth" C.  E.  Francis- 

"On  Certain  Microsopic  Elements  in  Pulpless  and  Gum- 
Denuded  Teeth  in  Their  Relations  to  the  Filling  of 
Roots  and  the  Re-attachment  of  the  Gum  Tissue" J.  Edw.  Line. 

"Disease" W.    H.   Atkinson. 

"Artificial  Crowns'* N.  W.  Kingsley. 

"Artificial  Crowns" W.   Storer  How. 

•'Extraction  of  Deciduous  Teeth"  (  Prize  Essay) N.  W.  Kingsley. 

"Professional  Attainments  and  Popular  Needs" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  Cleft  Palate" A.  P.  Southwick. 

"Disease  of  the  Antrum" Frank  Abbott. 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  14.  18 


President, 

Kict'President, 

Secretary, 

Correspondent, 

Treasurer, 


officers. 
L.  S.  STRAW, 
F.  B.  DARBY, 
J.  EDW.  LINE, 
W.  H.  ATKINSON. 
II.  G.  MIRICK. 


Newburgh. 
Elmira. 
Rochester. 
New  York. 
Brooklyn. 
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CENSORS. 

Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvic,  Jr. 
Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

Frank  Abbott,  New  York.  John  J.  Pitts,  Brooklyn. 

B.  T.  Mason,  Phoenix.  Myron  D.  Jewell,  Richfield  Springs. 

Albert  M.  Wright,  Troy. 

ESSAYS. 

"Condensed  History  of  Histological  Observations" Frank  Abbott 

"Dental  Student" E.  Parmly  Brown. 

"Microscopical  Studies  upon  the  Absorption  of  the  Roots  of 

Temporary  Teeth"  (Prize  Essay) Frank  Abbott. 

"On  the  Transposition  of  Certain  Functions  of  the  Teeth" J.  Edw.  Line. 

"Preparation  of  the  Mouth  for  the  Insertion  of  Teeth  of 

Substitution" W.  H.   Atkinson. 

"The  Influence  of  Antiseptics,  Filling  Materials,  etc.,  upon 

The  Fungi  of  Dental  Caries" W.  D.  Miller,  Berlin. 

"Anatomical  Reasons  for  Dento- Alveolar  Abscess  of  the 

Hard  Palate" J.  Edw.  Line. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  13,  1885. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  FRANK  B.  DARBY,  Elmira. 

Vice-President,  G.  C.  DABOLL,  Buffalo. 

Secretary,  J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

Correspondent,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn. 

censors. 
First  District,  Wm.  Carr. 
Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 

permanent  member. 
B.  C.  Nash. 

essays. 

"Pulpless  Teeth" ! C.  F.  Ives. 

"The  Herbst  Method  of  Filling  Teeth" C.  F.  W.  Bodecker. 

"Some  Recent  Events  connected  with  the  Dental  Profession 

in  England" W.  H.  Waite,  Liverpool. 

"Reproduction  of  Tissue  by  Sponge-Grafting" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Elements  of  Decay" W.  C.  Barrett. 

"Discoloration  of  Gold  Fillings" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Dental  Therapeutics" Frank  Abbott. 

"Effects  of  Amalgam  Fillings  upon  the  System" E.  A.  Bogue. 
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EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Assembly  Hall,  Albany,  May  12,  1886. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  N.  W.  KINGSLEY,  New  York. 

Vice-President,  B.  RATHBUN,  Dunkirk. 

Secretary,  J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

Correspondent,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MI  RICK,  Brooklyn. 

censors. 
Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
Eighth  District,  A.  P.  Southwick. 

permanent  members. 
W.  W.  Walker,  New  York.  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady, 

S.  P.  Welch,  Lansingburgh.  W.  C.  Stewart,  Elmira. 

F.  A.  Greene,  Geneva. 

essays. 

"A  Case  in  Practice" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Physiognomies  in  Dental  Prognosis" M.  D.  Jewell. 

"Conservation  of  the  Vital  Forces"  Julian  W.  Russell. 

"The  Care  of  the  Teeth  as  a  Preventive  of  Decay" Charles  S.  Butler. 

"Rapid  Operations" A.  H.  Brockway. 

"All  Porcelain  Crown-  and  Bridge- Work" E.  P.  Brown. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  11,  1887. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  N.  W.  KINGSLEY,  New  York. 

Vice-President,  B.  RATHBUN,  Dunkirk. 

Secretary,  J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

Correspondent,  W.  H.  ATKINSON,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn. 

CENSORS. 

Fourth  District.  W.  H.  Colgrove. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 

permanent   MEMBERS. 

C.  F.  Ives,  New  York.  P.  W.  Weed,  Saratoga. 

F.  T.  Van  Woert,  Brooklyn.  G.  L.  Curtis,  Syracuse. 

F.  E.  Howard,  Buffalo. 

ESSAYS. 

"Teeth  with  Dead  Pulps  without  Fistulas  and  the  Better  Filling  of  Roots." 
Paper  No.  i J.  Morgan  Howe. 

"      "    2 C.  T.  Stockwell,  Springfield,  Mass. 

"      "    3 F.  G.  Clark. 
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"The  Implantation  of  Teeth  in  Artificial  Sockets." 

Paper  No.  i G.  L.  Curtis. 

"      "    2 G.  W.  Weld,  M.D. 

"Laboratory  Work". G.  W.  Melotte. 

"Dental  Practice" E.  P.  Brown. 

"The  Legal  Status  of  Dentists" Daniel  Nason,  Esq. 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
^     Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  9,  i888w 

OFFICERS. 

President,  J.  EDW.  LINE,  Rochester. 

Vice-President,  C.  F.  RICH,  Saratoga  Springs. 

Secretary,  M.  D.  JEWELL,  Richfield  Springs. 

Correspondent,  G.  L.  CURTIS,  Syracuse. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn. 

censors. 
Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

permanent  members. 
A.  R.  Starr,  New  York.  P.  S.  Garvey,  Hudson. 

J.  H.  Holley,  Warwick.  A.  Retter,  Utica. 

W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 

essays. 

"Esoteric  Law  of  Cure" R.  Ottolengui. 

"What  Lack  I  Yet?" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

Committee  on  Practice M.  L.  Rhein. 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Common  Council  Chamber,  Albany,  May  8,  1889. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Correspondent, 

Treasure, 


officers. 
J.  EDW.  LINE. 
W.  W.  WALKER, 

F.  T.  VAN  WOERT, 

G.  L.  CURTIS, 
H.  G.  MIRICK, 

censors. 
First  District,  Wm.  Carr. 
Third  District,  S.  D.  French. 

permanent  members. 
John  I.  Hart,  New  York.  T.  C.  Royce,  Middletown. 

V.  H.  Jackson,  New  York.  B.  G.  Saunders,  Rochester. 

H.  A.  Birdsall,  Buffalo. 


Rochester. 
New  York. 
Brooklyn. 
Syracuse. 
Brooklyn. 
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ESSAYS. 

"Dento-Facial  Angle"  ( Prize  Essay) C.  T.  Howard. 

"Pyorrhea  Alveolaris" W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Regulating  Teeth" S.  B.  Pahner. 

"Mesmerism  and  its  Therapeutic  Applications" Chas.  L.  Lang,  M.D. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hermanns  Bleeker  Hall,  Albany,  May  14,  1890. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  W.  W.  WALKER,  New  York. 

Vice-President,  G.  L.  CURTIS,  Syracuse. 

Secretary,  F.  T.  VAN  WOERT,  Brooklyn. 

Correspondent,  R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  MIRICK,  Brooklyn. 

CENSORS. 

Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 

Eighth  District,  A.  P.  Southwick. 

Third  District,  E.  C.  Baxter  (vice  S.  D.  French,  deceased). 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

Delos  Palmer,  New  York.  S.  E.  MacDougall,  Clinton. 

F.  C.  Walker,  Brooklyn.  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Rochester. 

E.  J.  Young,  Troy. 

ESSAYS. 

"Matter  and  Force  in  the  Oral  Cavity" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Comparative  Dental  Anatomy" W.  C.  Barrett. 

"Relation  of  Dentist  to  Patient" S.  E.  MacDougall. 

"Disease  of  the  Antrum" J.  I.  Hart 

"Dental  Nutrition"  (Prize  Essay) W.  C.  Barrett 

"A  Method  of  Applying  Springs  for  the  Purpose  of 

Regulating  Teeth  without  the  use  of  Plates" V.  H.  Jackson. 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING. 
Lecture  Room,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bl'd'g,  Albany,  May  13,  1891. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Correspondent, 

Treasurer, 


OFFICERS. 

W.  W.  WALKER, 
F.  T.  VAN  WOERT, 
C  S.  BUTLER. 
R.  OTTOLENGUI, 
H.  G.  MIRICK, 


New  York. 
Brooklyn. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
Brooklyn. 
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CENSORS. 
Fourth  District,  W.  H.  Colgrove. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 

PERMANENT  MEMBERS. 

S.  A.  Schmidt,  Ilion.  K.  C.  Gibson,  New  York. 

E.  T.  Rippier,  Brooklyn.  R.  Ottolcngui,  New  York. 

Chas.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo. 

ESSAYS. 

"Dental  Uses  of  Aristol" E.  C.  Kirk,  Philadelphia. 

"Dental  Education  and  Legislation" L.  D.  Shepard,  Boston. 

"Secondary  Dentine.    Its  Physiological  and  Pathological 

Significance" C.  N.  Peircc,  Philadelphia. 

"Congenital  Defects  in  Enamel" Frank  Abbott. 

"Quantitative  and  Qualitative  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Teeth 

in  their  Relations  to  Work" J.  Edw.  Line. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Y.  M.  C  A.  Bl'd'g,  Albany,  May  11,  1892. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


OFFICERS. 

W.  W.  WALKER, 
F.  T.  VAN  WOERT, 
C.  S.  BUTLER, 
H.  G.  MIRICK, 
R.  OTTOLENGUI, 


New  York. 
Brooklyn. 
Buffalo. 
Brooklyn. 
New  York. 


CENSORS. 

Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie. 
Fifth  District,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

Eugene  Palmer,  New  York.  W.  A.  Campbell,  Brooklyn. 

W.  C.  Deane,  New  York.  W.  W.  Smith,  Penn  Yan. 

W.  W.  Coon,  Alfred. 

ESSAYS. 

"Dental  Erosion  and  the  Gouty  Diathesis;  Are  They 

usually  Associated?" Edw.  T.  Darby,  Philadelphia. 

"Treatment  of  Irregularities  of  the  Teeth" Eugene  S.  Talbot,  Chicago. 

"Electricity;  Its  Application  in  Dental  Practice," 

Albert  Carter  Westlake,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 
"Herbst  Method  of  Treating  Exposed  Pulps" C.  F.  W.  Bodeckcr. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bl'd'g,  Albany,  May  lo,  1893. 


President, 
Vice-President, 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 


OFFICERS. 

F.  T,  VAN  WOERT,  Brooklyn. 

H.  J.  BURKHART,  Batavia. 

C  S.  BUTLER,  Buffalo. 

J.  L  HART,  New  York. 

CENSORS. 

First  District,  Wm.  Carr. 
Third  District,  E.  C.  Baxter. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

John  H.  Meyer,  New  York.  F.  F.  Hawkins,  Troy. 

F.  O.  Kraemer,  Jr.,  Brooklyn.  C.  F.  Howell,  Rochester. 

H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 

ESSAYS. 

"Early  History  of  Dental  Legislation  in  the  State  of 

New  York" A.  M.  Holmes. 

"Some  Thoughts  upon  Pyorrhea  Alveolaris" W.  C.  Barrett 

"A  Treatise  on  Methods  of  Correcting  Irregularities  of 

the  Teeth" V.  H.  Jackson. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bl'd'g,  Albany,  May  9,  1894. 

officers. 
President,  F.  T.  VAN  WOERT,  Brooklyn. 

Vice-President,  H.  J.  BURKHART,  Batavia. 

Secretary,  C.  S.  BUTLER,  Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  J.  I.  HART,  New  York. 

Correspondent,  R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 

censors. 
Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
Eighth  District,  A.  P.  Southwick. 
permanent  members. 
M.  L.  Rhein,  New  York.  M.  L.  Thompson,  Brooklyn. 

Geo.  Evans,  New  York.  G.  H.  Hoysradt,  Ithaca. 

H.  H.  Boswell,  Buffalo. 

essays. 

**Is  Pyorrhea  Curable?" J.  Allen  Osmun,  Newark,  N.  J. 

**The  Use  of  Peroxid  of  Sodium  as  recommended  by 

Dr.  E.  C  Kirk" Wm.  J.  Turner. 

"The  First  Permanent  Molar" R.  M.  Sanger,  Orange,  N.  J. 

"Crown-  and  Bridge- Work.     A  Protest  against  some  of 

Its  Abuses" S.  H.  Guilford,  Philadelphia. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Academy  Hall,  Albany,  May  8,  1895. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


OFFICERS. 

H.  J.  BURKHART, 
C.  K.  VAN  VLECK, 
C.  S.  BUTLER, 
J.  L  HART, 
R.  OTTOLENGUI, 

CENSORS. 


Batavia. 
Hudson. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 
New  York. 


Fourth  District,  W.  H.  Colgrove. 
Seventh  District,  F.  French. 

Third  District.  A.  M.  Wright  (appointed  by  Pres.  Burkhart  in  place 
of  E.  C.  Baxter,  deceased,  July  14,  1895). 

PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 

H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York.  F.  C.  Royce,  Middletown. 

L.  C.  LeRoy,  New  York.  F.  S.  Emerson,  Brooklyn. 

J.  H.  Collins,  Granville. 

ESSAYS. 

"The  Etiology  of  Green-Stain" Carl  Theodore  Gramm,  Chicago. 

•Therapeutics  of  Green-Stain" S.  B.  Palmer. 

"The  Classification  of  So-Called  Green-Stain" W.  C.  Barrett. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Geological  Hall,  Albany,  May  13,  1896. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  H.  J.  BURKHART.  Batavia. 

Vice-President,  C.  K.  VAN  VLECK,  Hudson. 

Secretary,  C.  S.  BUTLER,  Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  J.  I.  HART,  New  York. 

Correspondent,  R.  OTTOLENGUI.  New  York. 

board  of  dental  examiners.. 
(Old  Board  of  Censors.) 


1st  Dist.,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York. 
2d  Dist.,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn. 
3d  Dist..  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
4th   Dist,   W.    H.    Colgrove,   Johns- 
town. 
5th  Dist.,  S.  B.  Palmer.  Syracuse. 


6th  Dist.,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morris- 
ville. 

7th  Dist.,  F.  French,  Rochester 
(  Secretary). 

8th  Dist.,  A.  P.  South  wick,  Buf- 
falo    President). 


permanent  members. 


J.  W.  Taylor,  New  York. 
W.  H.  Johnston,  Brooklyn. 


J.  W.  Canaday,  Albany. 
T.  H.  Foulds,  Glens  Falls, 


H.  H.  Tompkins,  Utica. 
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ESSAYS. 

"Pyorrhea  Alvcolaris;  Its  Causation,  Diagnosis,  and 

Treatment" C.    N.    Peirce,    Philadelphia. 

"Professional  Fees" S.  G.  Perry. 


TWENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Albany,  May  12,  1897. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  H.  J.  BURKHART,  Batavia. 

Vice-President,  C  K.  VAN  VLECK,  Hudson. 

Secretary,  C.  S.  BUTLER,  Buffalo. 

Treasurer,  J.  I.  HART,  New  York. 

Correspondent,  R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 

BOARD  of   dental  EXAMINERS. 

I  St  Dist.,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  6th  Dist.,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisvillc. 

2d  Dist,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  7th    Dist.,    F.    French,    Rochester 
3d  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy.  ( Secretary) . 

4th  Dist.,   W.   H.   CoLGROVE,  Johns-  8th   Dist.,   A.   P.    Southwick,  Buf- 

town.  falo  (President). 

5th  Dist.,  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 

PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

J.  W.  Cowen,  Geneseo.  F.  W.  Low,  Buffalo. 

O.  E.  Houghton,  Brooklyn.  A.  L.  Swift,  New  York. 

R.  I.  Verplanck,  Albany. 

essays. 

Report  of  the  Correspondent R.  Ottolengui. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Practice A.  R.  Starr. 

"Amalgam  Fillings,  with  a  Practical  Demonstration," 

G.  V.  Black,  Jacksonville,  Dl. 

**Dental  Organizations" James  Truman,  Philadelphia. 

''Irregularities  of  the  Teeth  and  their  Correction".  .J.  N.  Farrar,  New  York. 

"Cataphoresis" Henry  W.  Gillett,  Newport,  R.  L 

'The  Need  of  a  National  Dental  Organization".  .B.  Holly  Smith,  Baltimore. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


THIRTIETH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Albany,  May  11,  1898. 
officers. 
F.  LeGRAND  AMES,  Albany. 

JOHN  I.  HART,  New  York. 

CHARLES  S.  BUTLER,  Buffalo. 
CHARLES  W.  STAINTON,  Buffalo. 
R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 
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BOARD  OF  DENTAL  EXAMINERS. 


6th  Dist,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisvillc. 
7th    Dist.,    F.    French,    Rochester 

(Secretary). 
8th  Dist,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 


1st  Dist.,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York. 
2d  Dist,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn. 
3d  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
4th  Dist,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady. 
Sth   Dist,    S.   B.    Palmer,   Syracuse 

(President).  * 

permanent  members. 

S.  Freeman,  New  York.  C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo. 

F.  H.  Lee,  Auburn.  W.  E.  Snyder,  Amsterdam. 

W.  F.  Tremain,  Rome. 

ESSAYS. 

Rcffoit  of  the  Correspondent,  "Prosthetic  Dentistry" R.  Ottolengui. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice L.  C.  LeRoy. 

"Ignorance  of  Dentistry  and  Medicine  a  Source  of  Misery 

and  Poverty" E.  A.  Shillinger,  Dalton,  Mass. 

"Removable  Bridge,  Showing  Some  Novel  Features," 

S.  S.  Stowell,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
"The  Histology  of  Cenientum.  Normal  and  Otherwise," 

I.  N.  Broomell,  Philadelphia. 

"Leucoplakia" J.  S.  Marshall,  Chicago. 

"Studies  of  Maxillary  Bones,  No.  2" M.  H.  Cryer,  Philadelphia. 

"The  Toxic  Effect  of  Cocain,  induced  through  Cataphoresis, 
applied  to  a  Pulp  Preparatory  to  its  Removal," 

M.  W.  Foster,  Baltimore,  Md. 


THIRTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  Albany,  May  10,  1899. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


officers. 
F.  LeGRAND  AMES, 
J.  L  HART, 
W.  A.  WHITE, 
C.  W.  STAINTON, 
R.  OTTOLENGUI, 

board  of  dental  examiners. 


Albany. 
New  York. 
Phelps. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 


1st  Dist,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York. 
2d  Dist,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn. 
3d  Dist,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
4th  Dist,  O.  J.  Gross.  Schenectady. 
5th   Dist,    S.    B.    Palmer,    Syracuse 
(President). 


6th  Dist.,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 
7th    Dist.,     F.    French,     Rochester 

(Secretary). 
Sth  Dist.,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 
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PERMANENT   MEMBERS. 

R.  C.  Brewster,  Brooklyn.  Frank  Wright,  Ticonderoga. 

M.  L.  Rowe,  Albany.  C.  J.  Peters,  Syracuse. 

A.  E.  Preston,  Delevan. 

ESSAYS. 

Report  of  Correspondent,  "Interstate  Comity  in  Dental 

Legislation"   R,  Ottolengui. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice L.  C.  LeRoy. 

*The  Dentist's  Posture" L.  D.  Shepard,  Boston,  Mass. 

"Microscopic  Projection"  (Illustrated) Wm.  Hailes,  Jr.,  Albany. 

"Novelties  in  Prosthetic  Dentistry" R.  M.  Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

"Restoring  Badly  Broken-Down  Molars  and  Bicuspids  to 

Usefulness"   A.  Rcttcr. 


THIRTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  Albany,  May  9,  1900. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  F.  LeGRAND  AMES,  Albany. 

y ice-President,  J.  I.  HART,  •  New  York. 

Secretary,  W.  A.  WHITE,  Phelps. 

Treasurer,  C.  W.  STAINTON,  Buffalo. 

Correspondent,  R.  OTTOLENGUI,  New  York. 

BOARD  OF   dental  EXAMINERS. 


1st  Dist.,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York. 
2d  Dist.,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn. 
3d  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
4th  Dist.,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady. 
5th   Dist.,    S.    B.    Palmer,   Syracuse 
(President). 


6th  Dist.,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 
7th    Dist.,     F.     French,     Rochester 

(Secretary). 
8th  Dist.,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 


permanent  members. 


Samuel  L.  Goldsmith.  New  York.  J.  L.  Appleton,  Albany. 

H.  C.  Ferris,  Brooklyn.  A.  R.  Cooke,  Syracuse. 

F.  L.  Sibley,  Rochester. 


"Porcelain  as  a  Beneficial  Art  in  Dentistry," 

Frederick  J.  Capon,  Toronto,  Canada. 
"The  Status  of  the  Inlay  in  Comparison  with  Other 

Fillings" Joseph  Head,  Philadelphia. 

"Evolution  in  Dental  Practice  within  the  History  of  the 

Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York" S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 

"Pericemental  Abscess" Edward  C.  Kirk,   Philadelphia. 
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Report  of  Correspondent,  "Dental  Problems" R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice Henry  D.  Hatch,  New  York. 

"Diagnosis" Chas.  H.  Barnes,  Syracuse. 

"A  Plea  for  Less  of  Crown-Work  and  More  of  Good  Gold  Fillings," 

F.  Milton  Smith,  New  York. 


THIRTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  Albany,  May  8,  1901. 


President, 

Vice-President, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer, 

Correspondent, 


officers. 

J.  I.  HART, 
R.  H.  HOFHEINZ, 
W.  A.  WHITE, 
C.  W.  STAINTON, 
H.  D.  HATCH, 


New  York. 
Rochester. 
Phelps. 
Buffalo. 
New  York. 


board  of  dental  examiners. 


1st  Dist.,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York. 
2d  Dist.,  Wm  Jarvie,  Brooklyn. 
3d  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
4th  Dist.,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady. 
5th   Dist.,    S.   B.    Palmer,   Syracuse 
(President). 


6th  Dist.,  A.  M.  Holmes.  Morrisville. 
7th    Dist.,     F.     French,     Rochester 

(Secretary). 
8th  Dist.,  H.  J.  BuRKHART,  Batavia. 


permanent  members. 


C.  H.  Barnes,  Syracuse. 

C.  A.  Dubois,  New  York. 

G.  A.  Englert,  Catskill. 

S.  Eschelman,  Buffalo. 

H.  B.  Huver,  Buffalo. 

R.  G.  Hutchins,  Jr.,  Brooklyn. 


H  C  McBrair,  Middletown. 
P.  S.  Oakley,  Troy. 

E.  B.  Keinhart,  Schenectady. 

F.  W.  Proseus,  Rochester. 
W.  S.  Rose,  Schenectady. 
W.  D.  Tracy,  New  York. 


essays. 

"Surgical  Operations  for  Closure  of  Cleft  Palate  in  Relation  to 

Speech  and  Health" G.  V.  I.  Brown,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

**Pericemental  Abscess" E.  S.  Talbott,  Chicago,  111. 

"Removable  Porcelain  Bridge  Work" W.  E.  Griswold,  Denver,  Col. 

"Laws  Regulating  the  Practice  of  Dentistry  and  their 

Enforcement"  W.  A.  Purrington,  New  York  City. 

Report  of  Correspondent,  "The  Solution  of  Dental  Problems," 

H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York  City. 

Report  Committee  on  Practice A.  R.  Cook,  Syracuse. 

"Dentistry  in  State  Institutions" F.  W.  Proseus.  Rochester. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  Albany,  May  14,  1902;. 

OFFICERS  FOR   I9O2-I903. 

President,  R.  H.  HOFHEINZ,  Rochester. 

Vice-President,  W.  J.  TURNER,  Brooklyk. 

Secretary,  W.  A.  WHITE,  Phelps. 

Treasurer,  C.  W.  STAINTON,  Buffalo. 

Correspondent,  H.  D.  HATCH,  New  York, 

BOARD    OF    DENTAL    EXAMINERS. 

istDist.,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  5th   Dist.,   S.   B.   Palmer,   Syracuse 

2d  Dist,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  (President). 

3d  Dist.,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy.  6th  Dist,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville. 

4th  Dist.,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.         7th    Dist.,     F.     French,    Rochester 

(Secretary). 
8th  Dist.,  H.  J.  Burkhart.  Batavia. 

permanent  members. 
M.  J.  Barrett,  Troy.  F.  B.  Keppy,  Brooklyn. 

E.  Doolittle,  Saratoga.  W.  E.  Lansing,  Gloversville. 

F.  L.  Fossume,  New  York.  H.  B.  Lyon,  Dunkirk. 

H.  P.  Hamlet,  Hempstead,  L  I.  F.  Messerschmitt,  Rochester. 

B.  S.  Hert,  Rochester.  L.  Meisburger,  Buffalo. 

Ellison  Hillyer,  Brooklyn.  A.  E.  Mimmack,  Buffalo. 

J,  W.  Hine,  Albany.  R.  B.  Reitz,  New  York. 

L.  C.  Jones,  Wolcott  W.  J.  Turner,  Brooklyn. 

essays. 

President's  Address  John  I.  Hart,  New  York. 

Report  of  Correspondent Henry  D.  Hatch,  New  York. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice A.  R.  Cooke,  Syracuse. 

"Root  Fillings  and  Their  Relative  Value,"  Leo  Greenbaum,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"The  Practical  Side  of  It" S.  S.  Stowell,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

"Comparative  Value  of  Ordinary  Sealings  for  Root-Canal 

Dressing  as  Excluders  of  Bacteria" A.  E.  Webster,  Toronto.  Ont. 

"Extension  for  Prevention" R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Rochester. 

"The  Hygiene  of  Bridge- Work  as  Exemplified  by  a  Piece  of 

Removable  Porcelain  Bridge" J.  Head,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

"Cements" W.  V-B.  Ames,  Chicago,  III. 
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TRANSACTIONS 


Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


Thirty-Fifth  Annual  Meeting,  Albany,  May  13  and  14,  1903. 


FIBST   DAT— Morning:   Session. 


The  thirty-fifth  annual  meeting  of 
the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of 
the  Hotel  Ten  Eyck,  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
May  14  and  16,  1903. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
president.  Dr.  R.  H.  Hopheinz  of  Ro- 
chester, at  10.30  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  A.  L. 
LovB  of  Albany,  who  invoked  the  Divine 
blessing  on  the  deliberations  of  the  so- 
ciety. 

On  roll-call  by  the  secretary.  Dr.  W. 
A.  White,  the  following  members  an- 
swered the  call : 

Permanent  Members. 

F.  L.  Ames,  J.  L.  Appleton,  C.  H. 
Barnes,  M.  J.  Barrett,  H.  J.  Burkhart, 
C.  S.  Butler,  J.  W.  Canaday,  Wm.  Carr, 
J.  H.  Collins,  A.  R.  Cooke,  E.  Doolittle, 
G.  A.  Englert,  S.  Eschelman,  F.  L.  Fos- 


sume,  F.  French,  P.  S.  Garvey,  S.  L. 
Goldsmith,  0.  J.  Gross,  F.  P.  Hamlet,  J. 
I.  Hart,  H.  D.  Hatch,  F.  F.  Hawkins,  B. 
S.  Hert,  E.  Hillyer,  J.  W.  Hine,  A.  M. 
Holmes,  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  G.  W.  Hoys- 
radt,  Wm.  Jarvie,  V.  H.  Jackson,  M.  D. 
Jewell,  W.  H.  Johnston,  L.  C.  Jones,  F. 

B.  Keppy,  F.  0.  Kraemer,  F.  H.  Lee, 
F.  W.  Low,  L.  Meisburger,  F.  Messer- 
schmitt,  F.  D.  Nellis,  P.  S.  Oakley,  C.  J. 
Peters,  E.  B.  Rhinehart,  M.  L.  Rhein, 
E.  T.  Rippier,  M.  L.  Rowe,  W.  W.  Smith, 

C.  W.  Stainton,  A.  L.  Swift,  H.  H. 
Tompkins,  W.  D.  Tracy,  W.  J.  Turner, 
C.  K.  Van  Vleck,  F.  T.  Van  Woert,  F.  C. 
Walker,  W.  A.  White,  F.  Wright,  E.  J. 
Young. 

Delegate  Members. 

First  District— ¥.  L.  Stanton,  N.  T. 
Shields,  J.  Harvitt,  S.  Hassell. 
Second  District. — J.  J5    Hanning,  ^ 
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Sandhusen,  K.  McDougall,  C.  F.  Ash, 
W.  B.  Dills,  W.  N.  Frazer. 

Third  District— U.  Van  Loan,  C.  H. 
Bird,  J.  G.  Aldcroft,  C.  F.  Wheeler,  W. 
PI  ^ifcCarthy. 

Fourth  District — H.  E.  Douglass,  J. 
Barraelough,  A.  A.  Rossiter,  L.  A.  Tim- 
erman,  X.  E.  Foote. 

Fifth  District — S.  Slocum,  J.  C.  Benz, 
G.  B.  Beach,  E.  A.  Smith,  J.  E.  Cum- 
mings,  J.  H.  Domer,  E.  R.  Webb,  Geo. 
B.  Parker. 

Sixth  District — E.  B.  Joachim,  C.  F. 
Baylis,  W.  J.  TjcSuer. 

Seventh  District — L.  S.  Goble,  M.  C. 
Bradley,  C.  C.  Bachman. 

Eighth  District— W.  J.  Leake,  C.  E. 
Wettlaufer,  D.  H.  Young,  R.  Murray,  E. 
Muntz. 

Visitors. 

Geo.  H.  Shannon,  Cambridge,  N.  Y.; 
A.  W.  Barber,  Orange,  N.  J.;  R.  M. 
Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J.;  C.  N. 
Bishop,  Kingston,  N".  Y.;  B.  E.  Har- 
rington, Watertown,  N.  Y. ;  R.  F.  Caster, 
Watertown,  N.  Y.;  A.  S.  Rutherford, 
New  York;  W.  G.  Smith,  Carth- 
age, N.  Y.;  D.  Wadsworth,  Jr.,  New 
York;  Geo.  R.  Spear,  Northampton, 
Mass.;  R.  B.  Aver}%  Auburn,  N.  Y.; 
W.  C.  Wilson,  West  Coxsackie,  N.  Y.; 
H.  M.  Stowitts,  Amsterdam,  X.  Y.;  C.  F. 
Baylis,  Oneonta,  X.  Y. ;  L.  A.  Timer- 
man,  Fort  Plain,  X.  Y. ;  J.  C.  Wilson, 
Canajoharie,  X.  Y. ;  R.  D.  Sayre,  Green- 
ville, N.  Y.;  G.  H.  Hammond,  Port 
Jervis,  N.,Y.;  K.  Wallam,  Monticello, 
N.  Y.;  H.  Y.  Schwartz,  New  York; 
W.  B.  Lester,  New  York;  G.  S.  Prim- 
rose, Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  S.  M.  Vreden- 
burg,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.;  X.  S.  Towner, 


Xew   York;   Chas.   Kerby,   Xew    Y'ork; 
J.  A.  Scott,  Rensselaer,  N.  Y.;   T.  H. 
Nils,   Brooklyn,   X.   Y.;   N.    E.    Foote, 
Whitehall,  X.  Y. ;  A.  G.  Lansing,  Xew 
York;  J.  H.  Bumette,  Fort  Plain,  N. 
Y.;    H.    E.    Cheesebrough,    Greenville, 
X.  Y.;  R.  W.  Taggart,  Greenwich,  X. 
Y. ;  P.  Mahoney,  Poultney,  Vt. ;  A.  J. 
Butler,    Cooperstown,    N.    Y. ;    A.    S. 
Moone,    Schenectady,    N.    Y.;    E.    P. 
Walliam,    New    York;    C.    G.    Bassett, 
Sidney,  X.  Y. ;  A.  J.  Norton,  Saugerties, 
N.  Y.;  E.  F.  Shields,  New  York;  W.  E. 
McCarthy,  Troy,  X.  Y. ;  J.  R.  Cummins, 
Syracuse,   X.   Y.;   F.   S.   Harvitt,  Xew 
York;  H.  G.  Xelson,  Troy,  N.  Y.;  W.  G. 
Murray,  Herkimer,  N.  Y.;  R.  B.  Red- 
way,  Ilion,  N.  Y.;  E.  A.  Smith,  Rome, 
N.  Y. ;  Geo.  Sandhusen,  Brooklyn,  X. 
Y.;  G.  A.  Hill,  New  Y^ork;  H.  E.  Doug- 
lass, Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.;  C.  R.  Holt, 
Westport,  X.  Y.;  G.  B.  Parker,  Water- 
town,  X.  Y. ;  M.  C.  Bradley,  Avon,X.Y.; 
W.  J.  Leake,  Lockport,  N.  Y.;  X.  C. 
Somers,  Saratoga  Springs,  X.  Y. ;  E.  S. 
Shaw,  Gloversville,  N.  Y. ;  J.  J.  McCor- 
mick,  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  C.  H.  Christopher, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  F.  E.  Taylor,  Malone, 
N.  Y.;  J.  G.  Wells,  Holland  Patent,  N. 
Y.;  C.  F.  Ash,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  J.  H. 
Clark,  New  York;  E.  A.  Martin,  New 
York;  J.  Finley  Wark,  Corinth,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton  moved  that  the 
reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  session 
be  dispensed  with,  as  they  had  appeared 
in  the  Transactions. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Appleton^  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Arrangements,  asked  for 
more  time  in  order  that  his  committee 
might  make  a  full  report  later  in  the  ses- 
sion. 
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The  request  was  granted,  and  the  Pres- 
ident announced  a  recess  of  ten  minutes 
for  the  payment  of  dues  and  for  the  del- 
egate members  to  present  their  certifi- . 
cates. 

Vice-President  Dr.  W.  J.  Turner  oc- 
cupied the  chair  while  the  President  read 
his  address. 

President  Dr.  R.  H.  Hofheinz  then 
read  his  annual  address  (for  which  see 
page  43). 

Dr.  Hatch  moved  that  the  President's 
address  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  rec- 
ommendations contained  therein. 

Motion  carried. 

Vice-President  Dr.  Turner  appointed 
the  following  as  such  committee :  Dr.  C. 
W.  Stainton,  Dr.  Wm.  Jarvie,  and  Dr. 
H.  J.  Burkhart. 

Their  report  was  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PRESI- 
DENT'S ADDRESS. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
President's  Address  have  considered  the  vari- 
ous recommendations  therein,  and  respectfully 
report  as  follows: 

The  suggestions  as  to  the  enlarged  number 
of  both  permanent  and  delegate  members  are 
forceful;  but  the  matter  is  probably  near  a 
happy  solution.  From  ninety  permanent  mem- 
bers, our  average  for  a  good  many  years,  the 
average  has  lately  become  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  permanent  members.  And  this 
change  has  been  the  result  of  the  opera- 
tion for  only  three  years  of  our  new  rule 
of  sixteen  instead  of  five  annual  members 
elected.  The  growth  of  our  district  societies 
— ^with  the  proposed  change  of  representa- 
tives, which  must  come — will  probably  give 
us  as  rapid  a  growth  as  we  shall  be  prepared 
for. 


The  recommendation  that  we  change  our 
time  of  meeting  to  either  Monday  or  Friday  is 
so  wise  that  your  committee  offer  the  follow- 
ing: 

"RESOLVia),  That  when  this  annual  session 
adjourns,  it  shall  adjourn  to  meet  at  10  a.m. 
on  the  second  Monday  of  May  1904." 

The  recommendation  as  to  clinics  has  been 
often  made,  and  really  meets  with  general 
approval.  But  probably  the  conditions  for 
the  successful  carrying  into  effect  of  this  fea- 
ture of  our  meeting  will  be  more  favorable  if 
we  decide  to  meet  in  New  York  city.  There- 
fore we  make  no  recommendation  in  the  mat- 
ter. 

The  interchange  of  state  licenses  is  a 
matter  which  cannot  be  hurried.  It  is  now 
being  slowly  cleared  up,  and  your  committee 
believe  it  will  work  itself  out  satisfactorily 
soon. 

The  matter  of  enforcing  ethics  is  unfortu- 
nately very  discouraging.  Like  temperance, 
righteousness,  and  judgment,  it  can  only  move 
as  far  as  the  educated  public  understanding 
and  conscience  will  support  it.  This  is  a 
work  of  very  slow  growth.  Medicine,  as  old 
as  civilization,  has  not  reached  the  high  posi- 
tion desired.  Real  advancement  is  being 
made,  perhaps  as  rapidly  as  we  have  any 
right  to  expect. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W.  Stainton, 

H.  J.  BUBKHABT, 
WiLUAM  JaBVIE, 

Committee. 

Dr.  Burkhart.  I  signed  the  report, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  Friday  would  be 
better  than  Monday,  and  I  move  that  the 
report  be  amended  by  substituting  Fri- 
day for  Monday. 
.  Motion  carried. 

The  report  was  then  adopted  as 
amended. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton,  treasurer,  then 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  on 
motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  By-laws: 
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TRANSACTIONS   OF   THE  DENTAL   SOCIETY 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
Balance  reported  last  year $402.54 

Receipts. 

District  Societies    $264.00 

DenUl  Colleges  24.00 

I>aw  Committee 1,400.00 

Initiation  fees   90.00 

State  Regents 1,886.00 

Membership  dues 330.00 

S.  S.  White  DenUl  Mfg.  Co.        75.00    4,069.00 

Total  resources $4,471.54 

EXPENDITUBES. 

Secretary   $100.00 

Secretary's  bill,  sundries. .  100.54 

Stenographer    75.00 

Treasurer    50.00 


Treasurer's  bill,  sundries.      $11.43 

Typewriter 50.00 

Law  Conmiittee 3,193.56  $3,580.53 

Balance  on  hand $891.01 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W.  Stainton,  Treasurer. 
Examined  and  found  correct, 

John  I.  Habt,  Ohairman, 
C.  K.  Van  Vleok, 
Fbedk.  W.  Pboseus, 

Auditing  Committee. 

The  following  reports  from  the  vari- 
ous District  Societies,  the  Dental  School, 
and  the  Board  of  Dental  Examiners 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication : 


REPORTS  FROM  THE  DISTRICT  SOCIETIES; 
First   Diatriet. 


Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  thirty-fifth  annual  meeting 
of  the  First  District  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  was  held  Tuesday  evening, 
April  14,  1903,  at  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  No.  17  West  Forty-third  street. 
The  board  of  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  was  as  follows: 

President— Benry  D.  Hatch,  107  West 
Sixty-ninth  street. 

Vice-President — Arthur  L.  Swift,  161  West 
Seventy-first  street. 

Secretary — Benjamin  C.  Nash,  142  West 
Seventy-eighth  street. 

Treasurer — James  W.  Taylor,  106  East 
Fifty-seventh  street. 


Librarian — Frederic  L.  Stanton,  35  West 
Thirty-eighth  street. 

The  delegates  elected  to  the  Dental  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York  are  Ndson  T. 
Shields  and  Joseph  Harvitt,  each  for  four 
years,  and  Samuel  Hassell  for  one  year  (to 
complete  the  \mexpired  term  of  F.  L.  Fos- 
sume,  elected  permanent  member  of  the  StaU 
Society  in  1902). 

Regular  monthly  meetings  have  been  held 
from  October  to  April,  at  which  papers  of 
interest  were  read  and  freely  discussed.  The 
society  continues  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
with  an  active  membership  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-four. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
B.  C.  Nash,  Secretary. 


active    MBICBEBS. 


Abel,  S.  Hosford,  28  W.  39th  st. 
Allan,  George  S.,  61  W.  37th  st. 
Allen,  *J.  L.,  128  E.  29th  st. 
Andrews,  Chas.  L.,  121  E.  70th  st. 
Armstrong,  H.  R.,  171  W.  126th  st. 
Arvine,  Fordyce  B.,  1255  Degraw  st.,  Brook- 
lyn. 
Baker,  David  C,  27  W.  33d  st. 
Bate,  Jacob,  111  E.  26th  st. 
Berg,  Nils  A.,  210  Lenox  ave. 
Blakeslee,  Geo.  W.,  113  W.  55th  st. 
Bogue,  E.  A.,  63  W.  48th  st. 


Bowman,  Harry,  108  E.  73d  st. 
Brauneis,  F.  A.,  103  W.  46th  st 
Buxbaum,  A.  I.  F.,  60  E.  68th  st. 
Caill^,  William,  132  E.  60th  st. 
Carr,  William,  35  W.  46th  st. 
Castillo,  A.  L.  del,  151  W.  47th  st 
Chaim,  M.  L.,  30  Cooper  Union. 
Colbum,  Walter  H.,  167  W.  71st  st 
Cole,  J.  Parley,  Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y. 
Coman,  John  S.,  2296  7th  ave. 
Cudlipp,  Edwin,  167  W.  7l8t  st 

He,  Alex.  W.,  626  Lexington  ave^ 
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Dailey,  Wilbur  M.,  30  W.  39th  st. 
Deane,  William  C,  114  E.  60th  st. 
Dnbar,  Charles  L.,  451  W.  22d  st. 
DoBois,  Charles  A.,  36  W.  59th  st. 
Daimixig,  Wm.  B.,  50  W.  45th  st. 
Evans,  George,  55  W.  39th  st. 
Farrar,  J.  N.,  1271  Broadway. 
Fletcher,  C.  R.,  146  W.  93d  st. 
Fossume,  F.  L.,  31  E.  60th  st. 
Foumier,  Joseph,  66  E.  58th  st. 
Fox,  Edward,  105  E.  24th  st. 
Francis,  Wm.  E.,  46  E.  22d  st. 
Freeman,  S.,  965  Madison  ave. 
Gardner,  W.  H.,  1218  Broadway. 
GibBon,  Chas.  C,  41  W.  35th  st. 
Gibson,  Kasson  C,  115  W.  77th  st. 
Goldsmith,  Saml.  L.,  129  E.  60th  st. 
Gottschaldt,  Martin  C,  13  E.  46th  st. 
Green,  Leo,  44  E.  75th  st. 
Grinan,  Alfred  J.,  253  W.  127th  st 
Haas,  Arthur,  911  Park  ave. 
Hammer,  H.  F.,  42  W,  40th  st. 
Hart,  John  I.,  118  W.  55th  st. 
Harvitt,  Joseph,  214  E.  Broadway. 
Hasbronck,  Jas.  F.,  62  W.  38th  st. 
Hassell,  Samuel,  118  W.  71st  st. 
Hatch,  Henry  D.,  107  W.  69th  st. 
Herbhold,  Otto^  222  E.  15th  st. 
HUler,  Paul  W.,  231  W.  42d  st. 
Hills,  WiUiam  B.,  307  E.  18th  st. 
Hoag,  William  E.,  8  E.  43d  st. 
Hodson,  J.  F.  P.,  19  W.  39th  st. 
Homburger,  L.  M.,  167  W.  71st  st. 
Howe,  J.  Morgan,  58  W.  47th  st. 
Howells,  E.  W.,  70  W.  35th  st. 
Hull,  Henry  J.,  640  Madison  ave. 
Jackson,  V.  H.,  240  Lenox  ave. 
Jenkins,  G.  R.,  302  W.  56th  st. 
Jemigan,  G.  F.,  61  W.  56th  st. 
Krone,  O.  A..  106  E.  57th  st. 
Lambert,  H.,  240  E.  19th  st. 
Lansing,  A.  G.,  239  W.  52d  st. 
Leggett,  G.  H.,  17  E.  124th  st. 
LeRqy,  Louis  C,  6  Lexington  ave. 
Levy,  Joseph  M.,  1277  Madison  ave. 
Linton,  C.  C,  63  W.  48th  st. 
Littig,  J.  Bond,  61  W.  70th  st. 
Locherty,  Jas.  B.,  136  W.  48th  st. 
Merritt,  Arthur  H.,  413  Lexington  ave. 
Mersereau,  G.  B.,  34  W.  126th  st. 
Messinger,  Elmer  S.,  41  W.  35th  st. 
Metzger,  Otto  I.,  606  Park  ave. 
Meyer,  John  H.,  141  W.  87th  st. 
Miller,  A.  B.,  123  W.  48th  st. 


Miller,  Charles  W.,  331  Madison  ave. 
Minner,  E.  E.,  136  W.  92d  st. 
Morse,  Daniel  E.,  1135  Lejcington  ave. 
Moss,  M.  L.,  307  E.  86th  st. 
McKenzie,  James,  57  W.  84th  st. 
McLaren,  Francis  J.,  127  W.  48th  st. 
McNaughton,  S.  H.,  63  W.  49th  st. 
McNeille,  Charles  S.,  Bible  House. 
Nash,  Benj.  C,  142  W.  78th  st. 
Niles,  W.  W.,  172  E.  116th  st. 
Northrop,  A.  L.,  57  W.  49th  st. 
Onderdonk,  T.  W.,  10  E.  34th  st. 
Palmer,  Delos,  48  W.  50th  st. 
Palmer,  Eugene,  48  W.  50th  st. 
Palmer,  G.  B.,  Windsor  Arcade. 
Palmer,  Jas.  G.,  63  W.  48th  st. 
Pease,  Charles  G.,  101  W.  72d  st. 
Peters,  A.  L.,  125  E.  64th  st. 
Petty,  Raiman,  18  W.  70th  st. 
Perrin,  Alfred  R.,  86th  st.  and  Lexington  ave. 
Perry,  S.  G.,  46  W.  37th  st. 
Rabell,  Charles  F.,  129  W.  22d  st. 
•Reitz,  Ralph  B.,  38  E.  6l8t  st. 
Remington,  F.  A.,  57  W.  49th  st. 
Rettich,  H.,  118  W.  58th  st. 
Rhein,  M.  L.,  38  E.  61st  st. 
Rich,  Geo.  H.,  106  W.  74th  st. 
Richardson,  C.  C,  1190  Madison  ave. 
Ros,  Osvaldo,  51  W.  50th  st. 
Rosenstiel,  L.  S.,  634  Lexington  ave. 
Rouse,  A.  G.,  542  5th  ave. 
Russell,  Wm.  Frank,  278  W.  112th  st 
Schnaper,  Samuel,  860  Lexington  ave. 
Scott,  Chas.  F.,  105  E.  24th  st. 
Shaley,  H.  M.,  80  W.  114th  st. 
Sheckter,  Samuel  J.,  251  E.  Broadway. 
Shields,  Nelson  T.,  61  W.  56th  st. 
Short,  Wm.  B.,  242  Lenox  ave. 
Simon,  Milton  L.,  1867  7th  ave. 
Simon,  Samuel,  222  E.  13th  st. 
Sisson,  H.  H.,  503  5th  ave. 
Smith,  F.  Milton,  51  W.  37th  st. 
Smith,  Karl  C,  51  W.  54th  st. 
Sniffen,  D.  Austin,  155  W.  48th  st. 
Spencer,  H.  W.,  65  W.  117th  st. 
Stanton,  F.  L.,  35  W.  38th  st. 
Starr,  Alfred  R.,  8  E.  92d  st. 
Stier,  J.  J.,  300  W.  48th  st. 
Strobridge,  Robert,  61  W.  70th  st. 
Strohmeyer,  J.  J.,  123  E.  64th  st. 
Suriani,  Philip,  239  E.  34th  st. 
Swift,  Arthur  L.,  161  W.  71st  st. 
Taylor,  James  W.,  106  E.  57th  st. 
Tracy,  W.  D.,  4(t,^,eE|^V.wgle 
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Turner,  F.  C,  58  W.  50th  at 
Vetter,  Charles,  Jr.,  152  2d  st. 
Wagner,  Alfred,  127  E.  80th  st. 
Walker,  Alfred  S.,  76  W.  89th  st. 
Walker,  W.  W.,  58  W.  50th  st 
Wardwell,  C.  S.,  542  5th  ave. 


Wardwell,  I.  F.,  542  5th  ave. 
Williamson,  D.  W.,  121  W.  21st  st 
WilUs,  Geo.  P.,  114  E.  60th  st. 
Wollison,  R.  M.,  542  5th  ave. 
Wright,  Chas.  D.,  335  W.  23d  st. 


HONOBABY    MEMBBBS. 


•Crowley,  C.  George,  New  York. 
Gaylord,  E.  8.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Harmstad,  F.  C,  New  York. 
•Hawes,  Arnold  C,  Noroton,  Conn. 
*Heitzmann,  Carl,  New  York. 
Herbst,  Wilhelm,  Bremen,  Germany. 

•Deceased. 


Kirk,  Edward  C,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Merritt,  Charles,  New  York. 
Miller,  Charles,  New  York. 
•McKellops,  H.  J.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Odell,  Frank  M.,  New  York. 
Shepard,  L.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Younger,  W.  J.,  Chicago,  111. 


NON-BESIDENT  MEMBEBS. 


Andrews,  R.  R.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Darby,  Edwin  T.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Francis,  C.  E.,  Stamford,  Conn. 
Gardner,  F.  H-,  Chicago,  111. 
Goodwillie,  James,  New  York. 
Guilford,  S.  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Harlan,  A.  W.,  Chicago,  111. 
Hoblitzell,  C.  W.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


La  Roche,  W.  T.,  Harrington  Park,  N.  J. 
Medcer,  Charles  A.,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Peirce,  C.  N.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Stowell,  Sidney  S.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
Thomas,  T.  J.,  Glen  Cove,  N.  Y. 
Truman,  James,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Valentine,  D.  W.,  Englewood,  N.  J. 
Watkins,  S.  C.  G.,  Montelair,  N.  J. 


COBBE8PONDINO  MEMBEBS. 


Black,  G.  v.,  Jacksonville,  111. 
Brown,  E.  Parmly,  New  York. 
Butler,  Charles  S.,  Buffalo,  X.  Y. 
Faught,  L.  Ashley,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Lee,  F.  H.,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 


Luckey,  B.  F.,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
McQuillen,  D.  N.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Stockton,  C.  S.,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Tovill,  W.  R.,  Melbourne,  Australia. 
Vaz,  Ph.  N.,  Caracas,  Venezuela. 


Second    District. 


t)B.  W.  A.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  report  for  the  Second 
District  Dental  Society  as  follows: 

The  thirty -fifth  annual  meeting  was  held  in 
Brooklyn,  on  April  13,  1903. 

The  entire  board  of  officers  was  reelected 
as  follows: 

President — Francis  P.  Hamlet,  Hempstead, 
L.   I. 

Vice-President — Ellison  Hillyer,  472  Greene 
ave. 

Recording  Secretary — Frederick  C.  Royce, 
6.5  Greene  ave. 


Corresponding  Secretary — DeWitt  W.  Bar- 
ker, 87  Lafayette  ave. 

Treasurer — Robt.  G.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  444 
Putnam  ave. 

Librarian — Richard  C.  Brewster,  126  W 
fert  Place. 

Delegates  to  the  State  Society  for  the  term 
of  four  years:  Kenneth  McDougall  and 
Charles  F.  Ash.  Two  years:  W.  B.  Di^*^ 
One  year:  Wm.  N.  Frazer. 

Seven  meetings  were  held  during  the  J«^ 
extending  from  October  to  April,  and  the  at- 
tendance was  the  largest  in  the  histoir  of 
the  society.     The  papers  presented  and  th« 
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discussiona  brought  out  were  very  profitable 
and  interesting. 

We  have  lost  by  death  two  of  our  charter 
members — Orville  E.  Hill  and  Wm.  A.  Camp- 
bell. 

We    elected   during    the   year    twenty-two 


new  members,  and  our  active  membership  is 
now  one  hundred  and  forty-two. 

The  transactions  of  the  society  have  ap* 
peared  in  the  Items  of  Interest, 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Frederick   C.   Rotge,  Secretary. 


ACnVE   MEMBERS. 


{Resident  in  Brooklyn  unless  othenrise  specified.) 


Abbott,  F.  P.,  33  Cambridge  Place. 
Allen,  C.  C,  138  Clinton  st. 
Allyn,  F.  L.,  Woodhaven,  L.  I. 
Ash,  Chas.  F.,  160  Park  Place. 
Ayers,  Ij.  S.,  Tompkinsville,  S.  I. 
Babcock,  E.  H.,  140  Remsen  st. 
Baker,  Irving,  130  Washington  ave. 
Barker,  D.  W.,  87  Lafayette  ave. 
Barnes,  W.  N.,  126  Greene  ave. 
Berendsohn,  E.  H.,  204  Berkeley  Place. 
Boylhart,  Fred'k,  87  Lafayette  ave. 
Brandt,  Henry,  477  Stone  ave. 
Brewster,  R.  C,  126  Lefferts  Place. 
Brockway,  A.  H.,  13  Greene  ave. 
Brown,  B.  A.,  13  Greene  ave. 
Brown,  J.  B.,  80  Lafayette  ave. 
Buckley,  W.  A.,  Liberty,  N.  Y. 
Burgess,  F.  L.,  Huntington,  L.  I. 
Bush,  C.  A.,  516  Nostrand  ave. 
Bush,  W.  N.,  368  Putnam  ave. 
Byers,  J.  M.,  488  Nostrand  ave. 
Clark,  W.  G.,  105  Montague  st. 
Clark,  W.  P.,  28  Seventh  ave. 
Clasing,  J.  F.  W.,  280  President  st. 
Connor,  M.,  189  Joralemon  st. 
Cook,  C.  D.,  162  Remsen  st. 
Croscup,  H.  C,  190  State  st. 
Cuinet,  L.  A.,  152  Henry  st. 
Deale,  W.  H.,  Babylon,  L.  I. 
DesNoes,  A.  M.,  62  Hancock  st. 
Dills,  W.  B.,  260  DeKalb  ave. 
Dobbs,  E.  T.,  167  Stete  st. 
Douglass,  G.  C,  116  Reid  ave. 
DuBois,  C.  F..  290  Gates  ave. 
Emerson,  F.  S.,  632  Bedford  ave. 
Engel,  P.  B.,  10  Stuyvesant  ave. 
Ferris,  H.  C,  1166  Dean  st. 
Frazer,  W.  N.,  184  McDonough  st. 
Fuller,  D.  A.,  162  Clinton  st. 
Fuller,  D.  J.,  162  Clinton  st. 
Fuller,  E.  D.,  Peekskill,  N.  Y. 
Fuller,  Z.  P.,  110  S.  Elliott  Place. 
Gilchrest,  H.  C,  Nyack,  N.  Y. 


Gilman,  R.  E.,  33  Lafayette  ave. 
Gould,  H.  P.,  193  Joralemon  st. 
Gould,  H.  S.,  103  Greene  ave. 
Graves,  C.  F.,  295  State  st. 
Halsey,  W.  E.,  203  Jefferson  ave. 
Hamlet,  F.  P.,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 
Hankinson,  M.  C,  201  Schermerhom  at. 
Hanning,  J.  H.,  56  Pine  st.,  N.  Y. 
Heilig,  S.  E.,  255  Flatbush  ave. 
Hepburn,  W.  C,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 
Hillyer,  Ellison,  472  Greene  ave. 
Holly,  J.  H.,  Warwick,  N.  Y. 
Holly,  R.  T.,  156  Montague  st. 
Holmes,  J.  H.,  748  Putnam  ave. 
Hopkins,  S.  P.,  156  Clinton  st. 
Houghton,  O.  E.,  126  S.  Oxford  st. 
Hull,  P.  L.,  Jamaica,  L.  I. 
Hurd,  W.  B..  502  Bedford  ave. 
Huskinson,  E.  C,  145  Macon  st. 
Hutchinson,  R.  G.,  Jr.,  444  Putnam  ave. 
Hyatt,  T.  P.,  44  Court  st. 
Jarvio,  Wm.,  105  Clinton  st. 
Jennings,  F.  L.,  283  Henry  st. 
Johnston,  W.  H.,  73  Ft.  Greene  Place. 
Keowen,  S.  S.,  2164  Fulton  st. 
Keppy,  F.  B.,  62  Hancock  st. 
Ketcham,  F.  S.,  359  Macon  st. 
King,  A.  F.,  Flushing,  L.  I. 
Knight,  G.  W.,  28  Cambridge  Place. 
Kraemer,  F.  O.,  225  Schermerhom  st. 
Lanchantin,  E.  F.,  360  Ninth  st. 
Lienau,  R.  C,  170  Clinton  st. 
Lundgren,  C.  J.,  1241  Broadway. 
Magruder,  R.  B.  L.,  341  Halsey  st. 
Mapp,  C.  J.,  59  Court  st. 
Master,  C.  M.,  Flushing,  L.  I. 
McBrair,  H.  C,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 
McCormack,  Peter,  46j  Fulton  st. 
McDougall,  Kenneth,  119  Halsey  st. 
McNeill,  E.  W.,  65  St.  John's  Place. 
Miller,  F.  H.,  19  Greene  ave. 
Mills,  J.  J.,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 

Moore,  C.  E.,  730  Union  st,^^^^T^ 
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Moore,  F.  W.,  408a  Clinton  st. 
Morris,  Frank,  642  Greene  ave. 
Nies,  F.  H.,  37  Summit  st. 
Nodine,  A.  M.,  488  Nostrand  ave. 
Noll,  Jos.  A.,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 
Norton,  S.  J.  L.,  218  Van  Buren  st. 
O'Brien,  H.  L.,  217  Ninth  st. 
Ottolengui,  R.,  80  W.  40tn  st,  N.  Y. 
Palmer,  Stephen,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
Parker,  C.  B.,  167  Remsen  st. 
Parker,  D.  W.  L.,  167  Remsen  st. 
Parker,  E.  G.,  Goshen,  N.  Y. 
Parker,  V.  F.,  124  Montague  st. 
Perlie,  H.  E.,  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard. 
Peterson,  J.  O.,  216  Bergen  st. 
Pool,  G.  E.,  196  Fifty-second  st. 
Powell,  J.  K.,  Jr.,  166  Hendrix  st. 
Provost,  W.  D.,  362  Stuyvesant  ave. 
Quinlan,  T.  A.,  463  Fulton  st. 
Ramsdell,  W.  M.,  129  S.  Oxford  st. 
Randall,  W.  V.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
Reed,  E.  D.,  223  W.  34th  st.,  N.  Y. 
Rippier,  E.  T.,  352  Ninth  st. 
Rogers,  W.  H.,  506  Hancock  st. 
Roussell,  A.  N.,  143  Stuyvesant  ave. 
Royce,  F.  C,  65  Greene  ave. 
Russell,  J.  W.,  368  Adelphi  st. 
Ruyl,  J.  P.,  18  Ashford  st. 


Sanbem,  Frank,  156  Clinton  st. 
Sandhusen,  Geo.,  298  Cumberland  st. 
Schmidt,  J.  A.,  1195  Dean  st. 
Scofield,  F.  E.,  87  Macon  st. 
Seaver,  A.  D.,  154  Berkeley  Place. 
Sexton,  E.  K.,  422  Jefferson  ave. 
Shaw,  Louis,  162  Remsen  st. 
Siqveland,  Theo.,  260  President  st. 
Skinner,  D.  S.,  75  Greene  ave. 
Snyder,  L.  A.,  433  Fulton  st. 
Solomons,  J.  R.,  276  Gates  ave. 
Springsted,  J.  W.,  152  Noble  st.  * 
Stillman,  P.  R.,  1038  Bedford  ave. 
Strong,  W.  A.,  34  Smith  st. 
Thompson,  W.  W.,  333  Macon  st. 
Turner,  W.  J.,  106  Clinton  st. 
Tuttle,  J.  H.,  Jr.,  475  Tompkins  ave. 
Van  Note,  F.  L.,  826  Flatbush  ave. 
Van  Woert,  F.  T.,  260  DeKalb  ave. 
Walker,  F.  C,  226  Schermerhom  st 
Wallace,  E.  C,  67  Morton  st. 
Weiskotten,  R.  H.,  133  Hewes  st. 
Wengorovius,  W.  R.,  565  McDonough  st. 
White,  G.  W.,  309  Thirteenth  st. 
Wicks,  J.  V.  P.,  548  Madison  st. 
Wilder,  L.  G.,  52  Ft.  Greene  Place. 
Wood,  John,  136  Halsey  st. 
Writer,  G.  S.,  Nyack,  N.  Y. 


HONOBABY    MEMBERS. 


Marvin,  C.  A.,  212  S.  3d  st.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mirick,  H.  G.,  "The  Arlington,"  Montague  st. 
Jackson,  V.  H.,  240  Lenox  ave. 


Royce,  T.  C,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 
Wait,  S.,  138  Lefferts  Place. 


Third  DUtriet. 


Db.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — The  thirty-fifth  annual  meeting 
of  the  Third  District  Dental  Society  was  held 
at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  April  21,  1903.  Members 
present,  twenty-five. 

Three  meetings  have  been  held  during  the 
year,  two  at  Albany  jgid  one  at  Catskill. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year 
are — 

President — M.  J.  Barrett,  Troy. 

VicePr^Mdent — J.  W.  Canaday,  Albany. 

Treasurer — ^P.  S.  Oakley,  Troy. 

Secretary — Charles  E.  Allen,  Albany. 

Correspondent — F.  Le  Grand  Ames,  Albany. 

The   delegates  to   the   State   Society   are — 


C.  H.  Bird  (1905),  H.  G.  Nelson  (1905), 
J.  G.  Aldcroft  ( 1906,  to  fill  unexpired  term 
of  J.  W.  Hine),  C.  F.  Wheeler  (1906),  Rich- 
ard Ellis  (1904,  to  fill  unexpired  term  of 
M.  J.  Barrett),  Morton  Van  Loan  (1904), 
W.  E.  McCarthy  (1907),  Peter  T.  Kirwin 
(1907). 

One  new  member  was  received  during  the 
year:  J.  J.  McCormack,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  during  the  past 
year. 

Our  membership  at  present  numbers  forty- 
three. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

Chablea  £.  Allen,  Seorefery, 
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AOnVE    MEMBXB8. 


Aldcroft,  J.  G.,  Hudson. 
Allen,  Charles  E.,  Albany. 
Ames,  F.  Le  Grand,  Albany. 
Amyot,  B.  £.,  Cohoes. 
Appleion,  J.  L.,  Albany. 
Appleton,  G.  N.,  Albany. 
Barrett,  M.  J.,  Troy. 
Bennett,  E.  A.,  Catskill. 
Bird,  C.  H.,  Troy. 
Blatner,  L.  S.,  Albany. 
Brown,  L.  T.,  Cobleskill. 
Canaday,  J.  W.,  Albany. 
Gragin,  C.  B.,  Kingston. 
Ellis,  Richard,  Troy. 
Englert,  George  A.,  Catskill. 
Garvey,  P.  S.,  Hudson. 
Hawkins,  F.  F.,  Troy. 
Hine,  J.  W.,  Albany. 
Johnson,  A.  S.,  Troy. 
Ketner,  F.  W.,  Hudson. 
Kirwan,  M.  T.,  Albany. 


Kirwan,  P.  T.,  Albany. 
Knauflf,  E.  J.,  Troy. 
Lynam,  H.  D.,  Troy. 
Mann,  J.,  Middleburgh. 
McCarthy,  W.  E.,  Troy. 
McCormack,  J.  J.,  Troy. 
Nelson,  H.  G.,  Troy. 
Oakley,  P.  S.,  Troy. 
Ouimet,  F.,  Albany. 
Rowe,  M.  L.,  Albany. 
Schermerhom,  F.,  Cohoes. 
Scott,  John  A.,  Rensselaer. 
Sullivan,  George  A.,  Albany. 
Van  Loan,  Morton,  Albany. 
Van  Vleck,  C.  K.,  Hudson. 
Wheeler,  C.  F.,  Albany. 
Whitbeck,  T.  H.,  Albany. 
Whitney,  S.  W.,  Alban;-. 
Wright,  A.  M.,  Troy. 
Young,  E.  J.,  Troy. 
Young,  G.  B.,  Troy. 


HONOBABT  MEMBER. 

Shields,  Nelson  T.,  New  York  city. 


Fourth   Diatrlot. 


Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — The  thirty-fifth  annual  meeting 
of  the  Fourth  District  Dental  Society  was 
held  April  21,  1903,  in  Glens  Falls. 

There  were  twenty-seven  members  present. 

Seven  new  members  were  elected:  A.  S. 
Moore,  Schenectady;  G.  E.  T.  Ward,  Schenec- 
tady; R.  H.  Whitmyre,  Schenectady;  W.  F. 
Wilkinson,  Warrensburgh ;  C.  W.  B.  Wheeler, 
Mecfaanicsville ;  L.  J.  Smith,  Waterford,  F.  A. 
Fielding,  Glens  Falls:  making  a  total  of 
forty-nine  active  members. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

President — L.  A.  Timerman,  Fort  Plain. 

Vice-President — W.  S.  Rose,  Schenectady. 

Secretary — Edward  B.  Rhinehart,  Schenec- 
tady. 


Treasurer — E.  Doolittle,  Saratoga. 

Correspondent — J.  Barraclough,  Sandy 
Hill. 

The  delegates  to  the  State  Society  are — 
Drs.  H.  E.  Douglass  (1904),  J.  Barracloufirh 
(1904),  A.  A.  Rossiter  (1906),  S.  A.  Dema- 
rest  (1905),  Geo.  Bro>vTi  (1906),  L.  A.  Tim- 
erman (1906),  N.  E.  Foote  (1907),  A.  T. 
Sitterly  (1907). 

The  Society  recommend  Dr.  C.  R.  Holt  and 
Dr.  A.  H.  McCann  for  permanent  member- 
ship in  the  State  Society. 

The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  society  will 
be  held  at  Saratoga,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 

April  1904. 

Respectfully    submitted, 
Edward  B.  Rhinehart,  Secretary. 


ACTIVE    MEMBERS. 


Barraclough,  J.,  Sandy  Hill. 
Brown,  George,  Glens  Falls. 
Buih,  F.  8.,  Gloversville. 


Clark,  G.  M.,  Gloversville. 
Colgrove,  W.  H.,  Johnstown. 
Collins,  J.  H.,  Grar  ^  , 
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Demarest,  S.  A.,  Glens  Falls. 
J)ooIittle,  E.,  Saratoga. 
Douglass,  H.  £.,  Ticonderoga. 
Fielding,  F.  A.,  Glens  Falls. 
Foote,  N.  E.,  Whitehall. 
Foulds,  T.  H.,  Glens  Falls. 
Gross,  O.  J.,  Schenectady. 
Hall,  H.  A.,  Gloversville. 
Hawley,  A.  F.,  Waterford. 
Holt,  C.  R.,  Westport. 
Hull,  J.  B.,  Schenectady. 
Lamb,  G.  E.,  Port  Henry. 
Lansing,  W.  E.,  Gloversville. 
Merrihew,  P.  P.,  Quaker  Street. 
Merwin,  N.  L.,  Amsterdam. 
Munroe,  E.  A.,  Saratoga. 
McCann,  A.  H.,  Glens  Falls. 
Moore,  A.  S.,  Schenectady. 
Powers,  N.  C,  Saratoga. 
Reynolds,  E.  E.,  Schenectady. 
Reynolds,  W.  T.,  Amsterdam. 
Rhinehart,  E.  B.,  Schenectady. 


Rich,  A.  C.,  Saratoga. 
Rose,  W.  S.,  Schenectady. 
Rossiter,  A.  A.,  Saratoga. 
Sayers,  D.  D.,  Gloversville. 
Shannon,  George,  Cambridge. 
Shaw,  Edmund,  Gloversville. 
Sigsbee,  J.  L.,  Canajoharie. 
Sitterly,  A.  T.,  Schenectady. 
Sloan,  P.,  Canajoharie. 
Smith,  L.  J.,  Waterford. 
Snyder,  W.  E.,  Amsterdam. 
Tibbetts,  Willard  H.,  Ballston. 
Timerman,  L.  A.,  Fort  Plain. 
Ward,  G.  E.  T.,  Schenectady. 
Wheeler,  C.  W.  B.,  Mechanicsville. 
Whitmyre,  R.  H.,  Schenectady. 
Wilkinson,  W.  F.,  Warrensburgh. 
Williamson,  W.  J.,  Middle  Granville. 
Woolsey,  George,  Fonda. 
Wright,  Frank,  Ticonderoga. 
Young,  A.  D.,  Gloversville. 


Fifth   DUtrict. 


Dr.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  for 
the  Fifth  District  Society  as  follows: 

Two  regular  meetings  have  been  held  since 
last  report,  the  semi-annual  being  held  at 
Utica  in  November,  and  the  annual  meeting 
at  Syracuse  on  April  14th  and  16th. 

At  each  of  these  meetings  instructive  papers 
were  read  and  interesting  clinics  given,  Dr. 
Joseph  Head  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Dr. 
F.  M.  Willis  of  Ithaca  giving  the  chief  clinics 
at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year 
were  as  follows: 

President — Sheridan   Slocum,   Oswego. 

Vice-President — G.  A.  Potter,  Cape  Vincent. 

Secretary — A.  D.  Wells,  Skanea teles. 


Treasurer — I.  C.  Curtis,  Fulton. 

Librarian — F.  R.  Adams,  Vernon. 

Board  of  Censors — F.  D.  Nellis,  A  K. 
Cooke,    Syracuse;  A.  Retter,  Utica. 

Delegates  to  State  Society:  1900-1904, 
Sheridan  Slocum,  J.  C.  Benz;  1901-1905,  G.  B. 
Beach,  E.  A.  Smith;  1902-1906,  J.  H.  Domer, 
J.  E.  Cummings;  1903-1907,  E.  R.  Webb. 
Geo.  B.  Parker. 

Resolutions  were  read  and  adopted  on.  the 
death  of  Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer,  which  occurred  in 
Syracuse,  March  30,  1903. 

There  have  been  two  new  members  added 
to  the  roll,  one  has  resigned  and  another  hai? 
died,  leaving  the  membership  fifty. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Albebt  D.  Wells,  Seeretarif. 


ACTIVE    MEMBERS. 


Adams,  F.  R.,  Vernon. 
Barnes,  C.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Beach,  G.  B.,  Syracuse. 
Benz,  John  C,  Syracuse. 
Billington,  B.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Butler,  G.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Cherry,  C.  E.,  Syracuse. 
Coe,  I.  J.,  Baldwinsville. 
Cooke,  A.  R.,  Syracuse. 


Cooke,  A.  A.,  Utica. 
Cummings,  J.  E.,  Syracuse. 
Curtis,  I.  C,  Fulton. 
Domer,   J.   H.,   Syracuse. 
Dunn,  T.  F.,  Oneida. 
Elliott,  Greo.  L.,  Syracuse. 
Fisher,  F.  W.,  Syracuse. 
Garlinghouse,  J.  N.,  Clinton. 
Haight,  Percy  L.,  Little  Falls 
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Hardisty,  G.  H.,  Syracuse. 
Head,  Geo.  T.,  Syracuse. 
Jackson,  J.  Will,  Booneville. 
Jones,  L.  H.,  Rome. 
Jones,  R.  Fnuik,  Utica. 
Jones,  Wm.  H.,  Clinton. 
McCraith,  T.  E.,  Utica. 
Murray,  W.  G.,  Herkimer. 
Nellis,  F.  D.,  Syracuse. 
Parker,  Geo.  B.,  Watertown. 
Peters,  C.  J.,  Syracuse. 
Pollard,  Glen  F.,  Oriskany  Falls. 
Potter,  G.  A.,  Cape  Vincent. 
Priest,  A.  M.,  Utica. 
Puckey,  A.,  Waterville. 
Redway,  R.  B.,  Ilion. 


Retter,  A.,  UUca. 
Ryan,  C.  M.,  Syracuse. 
Slocum,  Sheridan,  Oswego. 
Smith,  A.  F.,  Syracuse. 
Smith,  E.  A.,  Rome. 
Smith,  F.  R.,  Rome. 
Stillman,  A.  A.,  Syracuse. 
Sullivan,  J.  C,  Little  Falls. 
Tibbette,  F.  G.,  Fayetteville. 
Tompkins,  H.  H.,  Utica. 
Tremain,  W.  F.,  Rome. 
Turner,  Raymond  C,  Oswego. 
Webb,  E.  R.,  Syracuse. 
Webb,  H.  C,  Syracuse. 
Wells,  A.  D.,  Skaneateles. 
Wells,  I.  G.,  Holland  Patent. 


Barrett,  W.  C,  Buffalo. 
Curtis,  Geo.  Lenox,  New  York. 
Evans,  Geo.,  New  York. 


IIONOBABT    MSMBEBS. 


Ford,  F.  A.,  Cazenovia. 
Schmidt,  J.  A.,  Brooklyn. 
Swartwout,  E.  L.,  Utica. 


SIxtlft   District. 


Db.  W.  a.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  for 
the  Sixth  District  Dental  Society  as  follows: 

The  thirty-fourth  semi-annual  meeting  was 
held  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  on  October  2  and  3, 
1902,  and  was  attended  by  twenty-four  mem- 
bers. 

An  excellent  program  was  provided  and  a 
theater  party  and  a  banquet  proved  enter- 
taining features  of  the  meeting. 

Frederic  W.  Champlin,  D.D.S.,  of  Oneida, 
and  Raymond  H.  Van  Valkenburgh  of  Greene, 
were  elected  to  membership  at  this  meeting. 

The  thirty-fifth  annual  meeting  was  held 
at  Binghamton  on  May  7  and  8,  1903. 

The  president,  Dr.  Francis  M.  Willis  of 
Ithaca,  called  the  meeting  to  order  on  May 
7th  at  2.30  p.m.,  and  welcomed  the  members 
of  the  society  and  a  number  of  visitors. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Assembly  Hall 
in  the  Hotel  Bennett,  and  three  enjoyable 
sessions  were  held. 

Officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are: 

President — Francis  M.  Willis,  Ithaca. 

Vice-PreHdent — ^Albert  V.  Needham,  Oneida. 

Secretary — ^Frederic  W.  McCall,  Bingham- 
ton. 

Treasurer — Herbert  D.  Wli  it  marsh,  Bing- 
hamton. 


Board  of  Censors — M.  H.  Fish,  F.  B.  Darby, 
E.  D.  Downs. 

Delegates  to  State  Society:  C.  G.  Bassett 
and  J.  V.  Flaherty. 

The  treasurer,  secretary,  and  several  com- 
mittees presented  their  annual  reports,  all  of 
which  were  adopted. 

The  following  were  elected  to  membership 
in  the  Society:  N.  A.  Garling,  Ithaca;  L.  M. 
Clark,  Stamford;  R.  A.  Wilbur,  Elmira;  H.  E. 
Fitch,  Elmira ;  B.  O.  Chapman,  Elmira ;  H.  A. 
Moore,  Elmira;  H.  B.  Mitchell,  Elmira. 

The  business  committee  presented  an  at- 
tractive program,  which  included  a  clinic  on 
"Electrical  Appliances,"  given  by  Dr.  A.  R. 
Cooke  of  Syracuse,  for  which  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  extended  to  the  clinician. 

The  following  resolutions  on  the  death  of 
Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Wherects,  In  the  demise  of  our  late  com- 
patriot and  friend,  the  honorable  and  esteemed 
Stewart  Bailey  Palmer,  M.D.S.,  we  believe 
the  dental  profession  in  the  state,  nation,  and 
world  at  large  to  have  suffered  great  loss; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this,  the  Sixth  District 
Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
regular  annual  session  assembled,  do  hereby 
uigitizea  Dy  x.jkjkjwik^ 
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enact  formal  recognition  of  their  appreciation 
of  the  sterling  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  of 
our  late  professional  companion  that  so  en- 
deared him  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact,  and  placed  him  among  the  foremost 
of  his  chosen  profession;  and  be  it  further 

Resolv-ed,  That  this  the  first  opportunity 
be  employed  to  extend  to  our  sister  society, 
the  Fifth  District  Dental  Society,  our  most 
sincere  commiseration  on  the  almost  irrepara- 
ble loss  it  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  Dr. 
Palmer. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  so- 
ciety that  the  example  of  the  life  and  charac- 
ter of  the  late  Stewart  Bailey  Palmer,  hit 
devotion  to  duty,  persistence  of  effort,  and 
honest  simplicity  of  heart  and  motive,  may 
well  be  held  before  tne  present  generation  as 


an  example  worthy  their  careful   study  and 
emulation. 

Resolved,  That  this  preamble  and  these 
resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
this  convention,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be 
presented  to  the  Fifth  District  Dental  So- 
ciety,* of  which  Dr.  Palmer  was  one  of  the 
founders. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  semi-annual 
meeting  at  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  on  October  8  and 
9,  1903. 

Nine  members  have  joined  the  society  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  society  now  has  six^- 
nine  active  members  and  seven  honorary  mem- 
bers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Fbedebio  W.  McCall,  Beoretary. 


AonvE  members. 


Adamy,  S.  W.,  Union. 
Aldrich,  M.  B.,  Binghamton. 
Arbuckle,  J.  H.,  Delhi. 
Barnes,  A.  S.,  Oneonta. 
Barton,  W.  W.,  Binghamton. 
Bassett,  C.  G.,  Sidney. 
Baylis,  C.  F.,  Oneonta. 
Bronson,  W.  G.,  Binghamton. 
Champlin,  F.  W.,  Oneida. 
Chapman,  B.  O.,  Elmira. 
Clark,  A.  P.,  Sidney. 
Clark,  L.  M.,  Stamford. 
Copley,  W.  M.,  Otego. 
Cowan,  J.  H.,  Cortland. 
Cox,  C.  W.,  Horseheads. 
Cull,  H.  J.,  Cazenovia. 
Darby,  F.  B.,  Elmira. 
Denike,  G.  A.,  Binghamton. 
Downs,  E.  D.,  Owego. 
Dunne,  C.  M.,  Norwich. 
Faulkner,  J.  V.,  Oneida. 
Fish,  M.  H.,  New  Berlin. 
Fish,  W.  S.,  Sherburne. 
Fitch,  H.  E.,  Elmira. 
Flaherty,  J.  V.,  Chittenango. 
Ford,  F.  A.,  Cazenovia. 
Garling,  N.  L.,  Ithaca. 
Goddard,  E.,  Elmira. 
Hall,  W.  H.,  Binghamton. 
Hamilton,  H.  B.,  Ithaca. 
Hammond,  H.  E.  J.,  Bainbridge. 
Harris,  E.  W.,  Walton. 
Hawkins,  C.  F.,  Ithaca. 
Hill,  William  L.,  Owego. 


Holmes,  A.  M.,  Morrisville. 
Howe,  Fred  B.,  Ithaca. 
Howe,  John  B.,  Ithaca. 
Hoysradt,  G.  W.,  Ithaca. 
Hughston,  R.  G.,  Delhi. 
Ingalls,  C.  E.,  Cortland. 
Ingalls,  L.  S.,  Cortland. 
Ingalls,  M.  B.,  Cortland. 
Ingraham,  W.  J.,  Binghamton. 
Jewell,  M.  D.,  Richfield  Springs. 
Ejiapp,  L.  E.,  Deposit. 
Landon,  M.  O.,  Delhi. 
LeSuer,  W.  J.,  Oneonta. 
Mayor,  William  E.,  Owego. 
McCall,  F.  W.,  Binghamton. 
MitcheU,  H.  B.,  Elmira. 
Moore,  H.  A.,  Elmira. 
Needham,  A.  V.,  Oneida. 
Nellis,  G.  H.,  Walton. 
Nelson,  E.,  Waverly. 
Pitcher,  E.  L.,  Cooperstown. 
Sanford,  L.  P.,  Binghamton. 
Sharp,  W.  M.,  Binghamton. 
Smith,  M.  M.,  Lestershire. 
Spencer,  C.  W.,  Sidney. 
Thompson,  F.  R.,  Homer. 
Turner,  A.  D.,  Binghamton. 
Turner,  H.  H.,  Marathon. 
Van  Valkenburgh,  R.  H.,  Greene. 
Walker,  E.  S.,  Greene. 
Whitmarsh,  H.  D.,  Binghamton. 
Wilbur,  R.  A.,  Elmira. 
Willis.  F.  M..  Itha.f . 
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F.  S.  Howe,  Dryden. 

W.  B.  Kelly,  Towanda,  Pa. 

G.  W.  Melotte,  M.D.S.,  Ithaca. 
J.  K.  Newell,  Towanda,  Pa. 


nONOBAAT    ICEliBEBS. 


J.  M.  Quintero,  D.D.S.,  Lyons,  France. 
E.  C.  Rischel,  Athens,  Pa. 
W.  W.  Smith,  Montrose,  Pa. 


Seventlft  Diatriet. 


Db.  W.  a.  Whitk,  Secretary: 

Dear  flftr,— The  Seventh  District  Dental  So- 
ciety held  three  meetings  during  the  year.  A 
special  meeting  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Ten 
%ck,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  May  14,  1902.  The 
semi-annual  meeting,  in  joint  session  with  the 
Ei^th  District  Society,  was  held  at  the 
Genesee  Hotel,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  New 
Osbum  House,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  April  14th 
and  15th.  Four  interesting  papers  were  read 
and  twenty  clinics  given.  All  members  and 
visitors  were  invited  to  attend  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Rochester  Dental  Society  at 
night,  where  a  very  interesting  paper  was 
read  and  a  pleasant  social  evening  spent. 

Death  has  deprived  us  of  two  of  our  active 
members — Drs.  G.  A.  Andrews  of  Lyons  and 
C.  F.  Howell  of  Rochester,  and  our  honorary 
member  Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer  of  Syracuse. 

Seven  new  members  were  received  during 


the  year:  H.  J.  MacNaughton,  Penn  Yan; 
E.  P.  Jones,  Rochester;  E.  F.  Lewis,  Roches- 
ter; J.  G.  Dimn,  Rochester;  G.  T.  Moore, 
Geneseo;  G.  A.  P.  Burkhart,  Auburn;  H.  M. 
Day,  Wolcott. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — F.  Messerschmitt,  Rochester. 

Vice-President— h,  S.  Goble,  Rochester. 

Rec.  Secretary, — C.  F.  Bunbury,  Rochester. 

Cor,  Secretary, — G.  G.  Bums,  Rochester. 

Treasurer — L.  Requa,  Rochester. 

Censors, — J.  Requa,  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  H.  S. 
Miller,  W.  W.  Smith,  F.  L.  Sibley. 

Delegates  to  State  Society:  G.  G.  Bums, 
M.  L.  Hulme  (1904);  L.  S.  Goble,  W.  W. 
Belcher  (1906);  C.  Elmendorf,  B.  G.  Saun- 
ders (1906)  ;  M.  C.  Bradley,  C.  C.  Bachmen 
(1907). 

The  society  has  an  active  membership  of 
seventy-eight. 

C.   F.  BuNBTTBT,  Secretary. 


ACnVS    MBHBEHS. 


Ailing,  F.  D.,  Sodus. 
Avery,  R.  B.,  Auburn. 
Bachman,  C.  C,  Waterloo. 
Barr,  W.  H.,  Rochester. 
Beebe,  J.  H.,  Rochester. 
Belcher,  W.  W.,  Rochester. 
Booth,  C.  F.,  Canandaigua. 
Bradley,  M.  C,  Avon. 
Buckland,  C.  F.,  Coming. 
Bunbury,  C.  F.,  Rochester. 
Burkhart,  A.  P.,  Dansville. 
Burkhart,  G.  A.  P.,  Auburn. 
Bums,  G.  G.,  Rochester. 
Chase,  J.  A.,  Geneseo. 
Clapp,  E.  A.,  Livonia. 
Cowan,  J.  W.,  Geneseo. 
Day,  H.  M.,  Wolcott. 
Dennison,  J.  S.,  Waterloo. 
Dunn,  J.  E.,  Rochester. 
Edington,  I.  C,  Rochester. 
Edwards,  D.  L.,  Clyde. 
Elmendorf,  C,  Penn  Yan. 


Fenderson,  F.  A.,  Coming. 

Fraley,  C.  J.,  Geneseo. 

French,  F.,  Rochester. 

Fum^r,  J.  S.,  Lima. 

Gilbert,  L.  H.,  Rochester. 

Goble,  L.  S.,  Rochester. 

Goode,  G.,  Rochester. 

Greene,  F.  A.,  Geneva. 

Guile,  B.  C,  Hammondsport. 

Hall,  Alex.,  Homellsville. 

Hanna,  J.  N.,  Rochester. 

Hert,  B.  S.,  Rochester. 

Hofheinz,  R.  H.,  Rochester. 

Holmes,  H.  N.,  Canandaigua 

Hulme,  M.  L.,  Rochester. 

Jones,  L.  C,  Wolcott. 

Jones,  E.  P.,  Rochester. 

Knapp,  J.  F.,  Geneva. 

LaSalle,  B.  F.,  Rochester. 

Lee,  F.  H.,  Aubum. 

Lewis,  E.  F.,  Rochester. 

Line,  J.  Edw.,  Rochester.  ^-^  j 
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Link,  E.  G.,  Rochester. 
Locke,  G.  E.,  Brockport. 
Lowe,  G.  C,  Rochester. 
MacNaughton,  H.  J.,  Penn  Yan. 
Marks,  W.  H.,  Palmyra. 
Messerschmitt,  F.,  Rochester. 
Miller,  H.  S.,  Rochester. 
Mitchell,  G.  B.,  Rochester. 
Moore,  G.  T.,  Geneseo. 
Nicholson,  C.  H.,  Rochester. 
Osgood,  A.,  Bath. 
Povall,  W.  H.,  Mt.  Morris. 
Pickels,  S.  L.,  Coming. 
Proseus,  F.  W.,  Rochester. 
Requa,  J.,  Rochester. 
Requa,  L.,  Rochester. 
Rood,  F.  M.,  Rochester. 


Sager,  A.  E.,  Rochester. 
Sanford,  J.  E.,  Rochester. 
Saunders,  B.  G.,  Rochester. 
Schlottman,  E.  L.,  Rochester. 
Sibley,  F.  L.,  Rochester. 
Smith,  P.  H.,  Rochester. 
Smith,  P.  W.,  Palmyra. 
Smith,  W.  W.,  Rochester. 
Stevens,  R.  J.,  Geneseo. 
Sweet,  E.  J.,  Homellsville. 
Tarrant,  F.  J.,  Rochester. 
Thompson,  L.  I.,  Rochester. 
Thompson,  G.  H.,  Honeoye  Falls. 
Waugh,  D.  H.,  Rochester. 
White,  W.  A.,  Phelps. 
Wilbur,  W.  C,  Coming. 
Windell,  W.  A.,  Rochester. 


HONOBABT     MBMBEBS. 


Adam,  F.  D.,  Minnesota. 
Amold,  W.  F.,  Rochester. 
Howard,  C.  T.,  Rochester. 
Howard,  F.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Leyden,  M.,  Rochester. 


Smith,  M.  H.,  Colorado  Springs. 
Walters,  J.  S.,  Eugene,  Ore. 
Ward,  C.  H.,  Rochester. 
Watson,  G.  H.,  Berlin,  Ger. 


E:i8rl&tl&    District. 


Dr.  W.  A.  White,  Secretary: 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  thirty-fifth  annual  meeting 
of  the  Eighth  District  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  was  held  in  Buffalo,  on 
Tuesday,  April  28,  1903. 

The  board  of  officers  elected  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  is  as  follows: 

President — W.  J.  Leake,  Lockport. 

Vice-President — R.  Murray,  Buffalo. 

Recording  Secretary — Emanuel  Muntz,  Buf- 
falo. 

Corresponding  Secretary — G.  W.  Pringle, 
Niagara  Falls. 

Treasurer — L.  Meisburger,  Buffalo. 

Librarian — S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo. 

Board  of  Cetisors — H.  J.  Burkhart,  J.  W. 
Beach,  H.  B.  Huver,  A.  E.  Preston,  L.  W. 
Robinson. 

Delegates  to  State  Society:  J.  W.  Beach, 
Buffalo;  W.  J.  Leake,  Lockport  (each  for 
four  years,  to  succeed  themselves ) .  R.  Mur- 
ray, Buffalo  (for  three  years  to  succeed  L. 
Meisburger,  resigned).  Emanuel  Muntz, 
Buffalo  (for  one  year,  to  succeed  H.  B. 
Lyon,  elected  to  membership  in  State  So- 
ciety). Those  holding  over  are:  D.  H.  Young 
(three  years)  ;   W.  V.  Grove  and  M.  O.  Coo- 


ley  (two  years),  and  C.  E.  Wettlaufer  (one 
year. ) 

Five  regular  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year,  extending  from  October  to  April,  ex- 
cepting January  and  March  as  noted  below, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  forty-five.  Tie 
October  meeting  was  held  in  conjunction  with 
that  of  the  Seventh  District. 

The  January  meeting  took  the  form  of  i 
social  dinner,  at  which  our  honored  guest, 
Dr.  C.  N.  Johnson  of  Chicago,  read  a  paper 
of  special  merit,  to  the  great  enjoyment  and 
edification  of  those  present. 

The  March  meeting  was  given  over  to  the 
dental  profession  of  Western  New  York,  whidi 
desired  to  honor  our  worthy  friend  and  pio- 
neer Dr.  S.  A.  Freeman,  by  tendering  a  din- 
ner in  his  honor,  the  large  numtoer  present  at 
which  was  indicative  of  the  esteem  in  which 
his  fellow  practitioners  hold  him. 

Nine  members  have  been  added  to  the  so- 
ciety during  the  year,  viz:  E.  W.  Bridgman, 
F.  L.  Dayment,  F.  C.  Havens,  A.  L.  Hipwell, 
C.  W.  House,  A.  L.  Vaughan,  I.  L.  M.  Waugh, 
A.  M.  Wilbor  and  N.  T.  Williams. 

Grim  death  has  elected  that  two  of  our 
oldest  and  most  respected  members — viz,  Drs. 
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L.  R.  Leach  of  Hamburg,  and  B.  Rathbun  of 
Dunkirk — should  go  to  their  reward. 

One  resigned,  and  six  were  dropped  from 
the  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues,  leaving  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  three  active  mem- 
bers and  one  honorary  member. 

The  treasurer  reports  the  society  as  pros- 
pering financially. 


Through  the  imtiring  efforts  of  the  librarian 
the  Whitney  Dental  Library  now  conuiins 
over  one  thousand  volumes  and  is  steadily 
growing  by  the  addition  of  current  and  other 
dental  literature. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Emanuel  Muntz.  Secretary. 


ACTIVE    MEMBEBS. 


Allen,  A.  J.,  Lockport. 
Austin,  L.  P.,  Silver  Creek. 
Ballachey,  F.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Barrett,  W.  C.  Buffalo. 
Barrows,  C.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Barrows,  D.  E.,  Olean. 
BarrowB,  W.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Beach,  J.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Belcher,  H.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Bradshaw,  C.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Bridgman,  E.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Bristol,  L.  W.,  Lockport. 
Brown,  S.  A.,  Westfield. 
Burkhart,  H.  J.,  Batavia. 
Butler,  C.  S.,  Buffalo. 
Cavers,  W.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Collins,  J.  P.,  Buffalo. 
Cooley,  M.  O.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Coon,  W.  W.,  Alfred. 
Cowie,  J.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Dailey,  M.  H.,  Akron. 
Dayment,  F.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Dewey,  C.  E.,  Batavia. 
Doolittle,  G.  P.,  Albion. 
Dunbar,  G.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Emsmere,  J.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Eschelman,  S.^  Buffalo. 
Eshleman,  M.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Fay,  M.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Flagg,  C.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Frank,  F.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Freeman,  S.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Frey,  G.  J.,  Buffalo. 
Garrett,  F.  S.,  Buffalo. 
Gibson,  T.  G.,  Buffalo. 
Greene,  P.  D.,  Belmont. 
Grove,  W.  V.,  Buffalo. 
Hammersmith,  P.  C,  Buffalo. 
Hausle,  E.  J.,  Buffalo. 
Havens,  F.  C,  Niagara  Falls. 
Hayes,  W.  C,  Buffalo. 
Haynes,  F.  L.,  Buffalo. 
Hipwell,  A.  L.,  Buffalo. 


Houghton,  C,  Batavia. 
House,  C.  W.,  Holland. 
Howard,  F.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Huver,  H.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Isham,  A.  F.,  Buffalo. 
Jung,  A.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Kendall,  C.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Kessel,  Richard,  Buffalo. 
Leake,  W.  J.,  Lockport. 
Lewis,  T.  G.,  Buffalo. 
Low,  F.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Lyon,  H.  B.,  Dunkirk. 
Madden,  J.  J.,  Buffalo. 
Marshall,  W.  E.,  Buffalo. 
MacDougall,  S.  E.,  Buffalo. 
McMichael,  H.  R.,  Buffalo. 
Meisburger,  L.,  Buffalo. 
Mimmack,  A.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Mouthrop,  G.  F.,  Buffalo. 
Muir,  Robert,  Gowanda. 
Muntz,  Emanuel,  Buffalo. 
Murray,  Robert,  Buffalo. 
Newman,  T.  E.,  Buffalo. 
PauU,  W.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Phillips,  T.  C,  Buffalo. 
Poole,  P.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Preston,  A.  E.,  Delevan. 
Pringle,  G.  W.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Pullen,  H.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Rathbun,  C.  M.,  Fredonia. 
Richardson,  C.  G.,  Batavia. 
Robinson,  L.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Salisbury,  S.  E.,  Buffalo. 
Scott,  G.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Sharpe,  C.  H.,  Lockport. 
Smith,  T.  B.,  Bolivar. 
Snider,  W.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Snow,  G.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Sortore,  J.  F.,  Belmont. 
Squire,  D.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Squires,  L.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Stackhouse,  J.  A.,  Buffalo. 
Stadlinger,  C.  H.,  Buffalo. 
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Stainton,  C.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Straight,  M.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Thompson,  D.  M.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Underwood,  F.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Vaughan,  A.  L.,  Springville. 
Washburn,  F.  M.,  Perry. 
Waters,  A.  H.,  Buffalo. 
Waugh,  I.  L.  M.,  Buffalo. 
Wettlaufer,  C.  E.,  Buffalo. 


Whipple,  B.  W.,  Buffalo. 
Whipple,  E.  O.,  Clean. 
Whipple,  G.,  Cuba. 
Whipple,  H.  L.',  Cuba. 
Wilbor,  A.  M.,  Buffalo. 
Wiles,  L.  E.,  Fillmore. 
Williams,  N.  T.,  Niagara  Falls. 
Young,  D.  H.,  Attica. 


HONOBABT  MEMBER. 

Hastings,  C.  A.,  Rio  De  Janeiro,  S.  A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  DENTAL  SCHOOL. 


New  York,  May  8,  1903. 
To   THE    State   Dental    Societt,    Albany, 

N.  Y. 

Gentlemen, — ^The  New  York  Dental  School 
sends  most  hearty  greeting  to  you  at  this 
your  annual  meeting. 

We  have  to  report  to  your  honorable  body 
the  most  prosperous  year  in  our  history.  The 
number  of  our  students  has  considerably  more 
than  doubled.  The  attendance  at  recitations 
and  lectures  has  been  very  good,  and  we  have 


added   much   to   our   curriculiun  and   equip- 
ment. 

We  are  especially  proud  of  the  hig^  stand, 
both  general  and  individual,  taken  by  our  stu- 
dents in  the  state  practical  operative  exam- 
ination. During  the  coming  session  we  ex- 
pect to  make  many  marked  changes  and  im- 
provements in  our  course  of  instructioD. 
With  best  wishes. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Chas.  Milton  Ford,  M.D.,  Dean. 


REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  DENTAL  EXAMINERS. 


To  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  York: 

The  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners  of 
the  State  of  New  York  respectfully  report 
that  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  August  1, 
1902,  four  examinations  were  held  simul- 
taneously in  New  York,  Albany,  Syracuse, 
and  Buffalo.  The  total  number  examined 
during  the  year  was  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  an  increase  of  forty  for  tne  year. 

At  the  September  1901  examination  the 
whole  number  examined  was  twenty-five; 
eighteen  passed,  seven  failed. 

In  January  1902,  thirty-one  were  examined; 
twenty-six  passed,  five  failed. 

In  May,  1902,  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
were  examined;  one  hundred  and  nine  passed; 
nine  failed. 

In  June  1902,  sixty  were  examined;  fifty- 
two  passed,  eight  failed. 

This  made  a  total  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  students  examined  from  Septem- 
bor  11)01  to  September  1002. 


The   following  is  the   total  number  from 
each  city,  at  each  examination : 

New  York.  Albany.  Syncnte.  BaflUo- 

September  1901   ...   16  4  1  6 

January  1902 23  1  4  3 

May  1902 60  5  2  51 

June  1902   39  8  2  11 

Total 137         18  9        70 

The  expenses  of  the  examiners  for  the  year 
1901-02  are  as  follows: 

Dr.   S.    B.    Palmer $164.78 

"     Wm.  Jarvie 175.00 

"     A.  M.  Holmes 229.00 

"     Wm.   Carr    225.00 

"     H.  J.  Burkhart 328.17 

"     A.  M.  Wright 202.40 

"     O.  J.  Gross 173.26 

"     F.  French,  as  Sec'y  and 

Examiner    577.64 

As  per  bills  rendered  to  Board  of  Regents. 
Following  are  the  names  and  numbers  of 
candidates  granted   licenses  from   Septembei 
1901  to  September  1902: 
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SEPTEHBEB   1901. 

1000.  D00I67,  Francis  L. 

1001.  Boddy,  Reinforth  J. 

1002.  Camerden,  Henry  B. 

1003.  Cullen,  Thomas  R. 

1004.  DeSola,  Solomon. 

1005.  Hoffstadt,  Nell  E. 

1006.  Hussa,  Philip. 

1007.  Scott,  John  J. 

1008.  Senecal,  Alphonse  Leo. 

1009.  Skinner,  Susan  M. 

1010.  Smith,  Luther  J. 

1011.  Stauber,  Frederick. 

1012.  Steinberg,  Henry. 

1013.  Woodley,  Frank  E. 

1014.  Keith,  Ross  Hamilton. 

1015.  Moore,  George  T. 

1016.  Simpson,  Joseph  I. 

1017.  Petherbridge,  Wm.  C. 

JANUARY   1902. 

1018.  Albray,  Raymond  A. 

1019.  Avery,  Harry  T. 

1020.  Birdsall,  Charles  C. 

1021.  Brandt,  Henry. 

1022.  Davis,  George  E. 

1023.  Ergamian,  John  E. 

1024.  Feldman,  Jacob  S. 

1025.  Hammond,  Howard  E.  J. 

1026.  Kayser,  Adolph  A. 

1027.  Kelley,  Edward. 

1028.  McGee,  Wallace  L. 

1029.  McKee,  James  A. 

1030.  Nailos,  John  L. 

1031.  Orcutt,  Fred  0. 

1032.  Osmun,  Leighton  G. 

1033.  Struck,  Victor  F. 

1034.  McDermott,  Michael  P. 

1035.  Brandt,  Robert. 

1036.  Schaum,  Charles  G. 

1037.  Keogler,  George  H. 

1038.  Simpson,  Levi  D. 

1039.  Joffe,  Leon  S. 

1040.  Degenhardt,  Wm.  F. 

1041.  CNeil,  Eugene  F. 

1042.  Hermans,  James. 

1043.  Jones,  John  M. 

HAT  1902. 

1044.  Albanesus,  Henry  F.,  Jr. 

1045.  Allen,  Dwight  H. 

1046.  Banta,  Henry  W. 

1047.  Barber,  Arthur  W. 


1048.  Barons,  Frank  S. 

1049.  Barry,  Richard  W. 

1050.  Bates,  Owen  W. 

1051.  Becker,  Arthur  DeW. 

1052.  Beekman,  Walter  N. 

1053.  Bowdon,  Adrian  M. 

1054.  Burt,  John  D. 

1055.  Gary,  William  G. 

1056.  Corbett,  James  C. 

1057.  Courrier,  John  L. 

1058.  Cunningham,  Herbert  E. 

1059.  Daly,  Percy  D. 

1060.  David,  Horace  S. 

1061.  Deale,  LeRoy  F. 

1062.  Dingman,  Wilson  C. 

1063.  Donohoe,  Margaret. 

1064.  Dudley,  Frederick  B. 

1065.  Dudley,  James  R. 

1066.  Dunlap,  Charles  H. 

1067.  Dutton,  Willard  Lee. 

1068.  Faudrey,  David,  Jr. 

1069.  Fischer,  Edward. 

1070.  Freile,  James  H. 

1071.  Fry,  Harry  E. 

1072.  Galvin,  John  F. 

1073.  Garvin,  Frederick  A. 

1074.  Geldstein,  Sophie  S. 

1075.  Gemuill,  Ralside  A. 

1076.  Gertzon,  Sven. 

1077.  Geyer,  Hugo  A. 

1078.  Gray,  Thomas  H. 

1079.  Greninger,  Albert  N. 

1080.  Griffith,  Wm.  A. 

1081.  Hasbrouck,  Arthur  S. 

1082.  Havens,  Frederick  C. 

1083.  Hawley,  Horace  B. 

1084.  Hodges,  Albert  W. 
1086.  Holmes,  Horace  B. 

1086.  Inman,  Eber  L. 

1087.  Johnson,  Richard  E. 

1088.  Keefe,  George  F. 

1089.  Kelsey,  Ernest  H. 

1090.  Koch,  Max  C.  P. 

1091.  Kronfeld,  John  L. 

1092.  Ladoux,  Jean  B.  J. 

1093.  Lamb,  Dinnick  E. 

1094.  Leak,  William  H. 

1095.  Leitze,  George  L. 

1096.  Ludington,  Robert  B. 

1097.  McClellan,  Wm.  S. 

1098.  Mclntee,  John  T. 

1099.  Mallory,  James  Porter. 

1100.  Manney,  Gustave  A. 

1101.  Marlatt,  Hector  G.       , 
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1102. 

Milne,  Chester  C. 

1154. 

1103. 

Monahan,  T.  Edward. 

1156. 

1104. 

Morg,  Richard  J. 

1156. 

1105. 

Murdy,  Lawrence. 

1157. 

1106. 

Narien,  Otto. 

1158. 

1107. 

Newton,  Hubert  A. 

1159. 

1108. 

Ogden,  John  D. 

1160. 

1109. 

Paulsen,  Jacob  F. 

1161. 

1110. 

Polhamus,  Agnes  I. 

1162. 

1111. 

Quine,  A.  M. 

1163. 

1112. 

Roberte,  Floyd  R. 

1164.. 

1113. 

Rothfeder,  Dorothy. 

1165. 

1114. 

Sahlen,  Nels  S. 

1166. 

1116. 

St.  John,  Byrd  E. 

1167. 

1116. 

Schake,  Sarah  M. 

1168. 

1117. 

Schnitzspahn,  Ernest  E. 

1169. 

1118. 

Scovil,  Raymond  S. 

1170. 

1119. 

Semtner,  Henry  A. 

1171. 

1120. 

Simpson,  James  A. 

1172. 

1121. 

Sinsheimer,  Jerom  M. 

1173. 

1122. 

Skillen,  John. 

1174. 

1123. 

Skillman,  J.  Earl. 

1176. 

1124. 

Skinner,  Harold  R. 

1176. 

1125. 

Skinner,  Robert  L. 

1177. 

1126. 

Solot,  Joseph. 

1178. 

1127. 

Solon,  Jjeon  J. 

1179. 

1128. 

Specht,  Wm.  H. 

1180. 

1129. 

Stemfield,  Simon. 

1181. 

1130. 

Strong,  Earle  S. 

1182. 

1131. 

Sugnet,  Edward  L. 

1183. 

1132. 

Sullivan,  James  E. 

1184. 

1133. 

Taylor,  Herbert  W. 

1185. 

1134. 

Thompson,  VVinthrop  W. 

1186. 

1135. 

Valadier,  Augusta  C. 

1187. 

1136. 

Washburn,  E.  Pomeroy. 

1188. 

1137. 

Watson,  Walter  S. 

1189. 

1138. 

Weller,  Julian  L.,  Jr. 

1190. 

1139. 

Wilbor,  Albert  M. 

1191. 

1140. 

Wilkinson,  Ross. 

1192. 

1141. 

Williams,  Norman  T. 

1193. 

1142. 

Woodman,  Edward  A. 

1194. 

1143. 

York,  Henry  C. 

1195. 

1144. 

Zeluff,  Czar  E. 

1196. 

1145. 

Gamble,  Wm.  DeF. 

1197. 

1146. 

Douglas,  Wm.  W. 

1198. 

1147. 

Foster,  Harry  A. 

1199. 

1148. 

Viney,  Alfred  W. 

1200. 

1149. 

Engel,  Paul  B. 

1201. 

1150. 

Ide,  Burt  Belden. 

1202. 
1203. 

JUNE  1902. 

1204. 

1151.  Amadouny,  Vaham  S. 

1152.  Babcock,  Ralph  W. 

1153.  Beisscl,  William  J. 


Budlong,  Creorge  M. 
Cook,  Dexter  E. 
DeWitt,  Harvey  S. 
Eaton,  Eugene  Brayton. 
Eberth,  William  F. 
Exford,  Jesse  Lymim. 
Findley,  DeForest  H. 
Fischer,  Bernard  W. 
Flemming,  Hany  J. 
French,  Chester  Morley. 
Gilmore,  Willard  S. 
Graham,  William  J. 
Greenbaum,  Heniy. 
Haas,  Arthur. 
Hobby,  George  Willard. 
Joslyn,  Walter  Earl. 
Kerdauski,  Herman. 
Kittell,  Harry  Gardner. 
Kohn,  Richard. 
Laughlin,  Norman  H. 
McLaughlin^  Wm.  J. 
McPherson,  Peter. 
Meaker,  Stanley  R. 
Metzger,  Edwin  S. 
Molatsch,  George. 
Moll,  Clifford  F. 
Moore,  Allen  S. 
Morris,  Walter  Hart 
Nathan,  Charles. 
Ogata,  Rokuji. 
Ogden,  Harry  B. 
Ogden,  Wm.  A. 
Prentiss,  Elias  B. 
Roberts,  Charles  H. 
Simon,  Milton  L. 
Malsan,  Claude  Smith. 
Smith,  Harry  J. 
Steen,  George  F. 
Tayntor,  H.  Walter. 
Templar,  Morley  P. 
Vanderpool,  George. 
Van  Valkenberg,  Raymond  H. 
West,  Gerald  M. 
Wiley,  Arthur  M. 
Wilson,  George  A.,  Jr. 
Winctns,  Ernest  J. 
Zimmerman,  Gustave  H. 
Miller,  Henry  L. 
Hirschfeld,  Isador. 
Winter,  Irving. 
Von  der  Heyd,  Otto  E.  T. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Frank  French,  Secretary, 
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The  Committee  on  Ethics  was  then 
called,  and  Dr.  L.  Meisburgeb^  chair- 
man, made  the  following  report,  which 
was  accepted: 

Albany,  May  13,  1903. 

To     THK     PB£8n>ENT    AMD    MeMBEBS     OF    THE 

Dental  SodExr  of  the  State  or  New 

York: 

Your  Committee  on  Ethics  begs  to  report 
that  we  have  received  no  complaints  concern- 
ing imethical  practice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Louis  Meisbuboeb, 
FBank  W.  Low, 

Oommittee.^ 

Dr.  H.  J.  BuRKHART,  chairman  of  the 
Business  Committee,  moved  that  the 
Correspondent's  report  be  passed,  and 
reported  the  following  program,  recom- 
mending that  all  business  as  far  as  pos- 
sible be  transacted  at  the  morning  ses- 
sion, and  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  afternoon  session,  after  the  approval 
of  the  minutes,  the  reports  of  the  Corre- 
spondent and  Committee  on  Practice  be 
read,  and  that  the  special  order  for  5 
o'clock  be  the  election  of  oflBcers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  sugges- 
tions agreed  to. 

Pboobam. 

President's  Address.  R.  H.  Hofheinz, 
D.D.S.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Report  of  Correspondent.  Henry  D.  Hatch, 
D.D.S.,  New  York  city. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  A.  R. 
Cooke,  D.D.S.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

"The  Trained  Dental  Nurse."  M.  L.  Rhein, 
D.D.S.,  New  York  city. 

"Two  Crowns:  an  Illustrated  Talk."  R.  M. 
Sanger,  D.D.S.,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

"Practical  Demonstration  of  the  Roentgen 
Rays  in  Dentistry,  with  lantern  exhibit." 
F.  T.  Van  Woert,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

"A  Contribution  to  the  Study  of  Metabol- 
ism."    E.  C.  Kirk,  D.D.S.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Dr.  Wm.  Carr,  chairman  of  the  Law 
Committee,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port: 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
ON  LAW. 

Mb.       PBESn)ENT      AND       GENTLEMEN, — ^The 

Conmiittee  on  Law  of  the  Dental  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York  has  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit herewith  its  report  for  the  year  1902- 
1903,  as  follows: 

Immediately  after  its  election,  your  com- 
mittee organized  and  elected  Dr.  William 
Carr  chairman,  with  authority  to  retain  Wil- 
liam A.  Purrington,  Esq.,  as  coimsel. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
it  was  necessary  to  combat  two  bills — one 
being  Assembly  Bill  No.  1709,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Chambers  in  the  interests  of  one  William 
E.  Walker  of  Chatham,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

[Assembly — ^No.  1709.] 

AN   ACT 

To  LEGALIZE,  BATIFT  AND  CONFIBM  THE  ACTS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  CI£BK  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
BENSSELAEB  IN  ISSUING  TO  WILLIAM  E. 
WALKEB  A  CEBTIFICATE  OF  BEGISTBATION, 
AND  AUTHOBIZING  SAID  WILLIAM  E.  WALKEB 
TO  PBACTICE  THE  PBOFESSION  OF  DENTISTBY. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact 
cw  follows: 

Section  1.  The  acts  of  the  coimty  clerk  of 
the  county  of  Rensselaer,  done  and  performed 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  in  registering  in  his 
office  said  William  E.  Walker  as  a  practicing 
dentist  and  issuing  to  said  William  E. 
Walker  a  dentist's  certificate  of  registration, 
certifying  that  said  William  E.  Walker  was 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  August,  eighteen 
himdred  and  ninety-five,  duly  registered  as  a 
practicing  dentist  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  coimty  of  Rensselaer,  are  hereby  legalized, 
ratified  and  confirmed.  And  the  certificate 
of  registration  so  issued  to  the  said  William 
E.  Walker  by  the  said  county  clerk  of  the 
county  of  Rensselaer  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  due  and  lawful 
license  and  authority  to  said  William  E. 
Walker  to  practice  the  profession  of  den- 
tistry within  the  state  of  New  York. 

Sec.  2.  The  coimty  clerk  of  any  county  in 
this  state  to  whom  the  certification  of  registra- 
tion above  mentioned,  or  a  duly  certified  copy 
thereof,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of  this 
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act,  shall  be  presented  shall  thereupon  regis- 
ter the  said  William  E.  Walker  in  the  county 
of  which  he  is  clerk,  on  receipt  of  a  fee  of 
twenty-five  cents,  and  shall  stamp  or  indorse 
on  such  certificate  the  date  and  his  name,  pre- 
ceded by  the  words  "Registered  also  in 

county,"  and  return  the  certificate  to  the  said 
William  E.  Wd,lker. 

Sec.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immedi- 
ately. 

The  other  bill  was  drafted  by  Mr.  Henry 
W.  Doll,  a  member  of  the  Assembly  from  the 
Fourteenth  District  of  New  York,  and  reads 
as  follows: 

"No  degree  in  dentistry  shall  be  conferred 
in  this  state  until  the  candidate  has  satisfac- 
torily completed  a  course  of  not  less  than 
three  years  in  an  institution  registered  by  the 
Regents  of  the  University  as  maintaining 
proper  dental  standards,  or  the  candidate  for 
a  certificate  to  practice  dentistry  has  had  five 
years  actual  practice  in  operative  and  me- 
chanical dentistry  subsequent  to  the  registra- 
tion of  his  certificate  as  a  student,  and  that 
he  passes  an  examination  in  practical,  opera- 
tive, and  prosthetic  dentistry  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Examiners.*' 

This,  without  question,  was  one  of  the 
most  pernicious  *  bills  ever  drafted.  Your 
chairman  called  upon  Mr.  Doll  at  his  resi- 
dence, and  after  an  interview  became  con- 
vinced that  this  was  in  the  nature  of  a  spe- 
cial legislation  in  behalf  of  some  party  then 
imknown.  The  case  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  detectives,  who  ascertained  the  name  of 
the  party  to  be  benefited,  and  also  ascertained 
that  this  man  had  already  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Law  Committee  of  the  society  for 
illegal  practice  in  the  state.  These  facts  be- 
ing known,  the  bill  was  not  introduced. 

There  have  been  under  investigation  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  complaints,  of  which 
twenty-two  were  pending  at  the  date  of  our 
last  annual  report. 

At  that  time  there  were  six  cases  pending 
in  which  warrants  had  been  issued.  These 
have  all  been  disposed  of — Three  by  trial, 
namely,  one  against  Martin  and  two  against 
Landau;  one  appeal,  Kellar's,  by  default  of 
appellant;  Danforth*8,  by  his  death,  and 
levy's,  which  originated  in  1898,  by  payment 
of  $100  forfeiture,  which  in  fact  leaves  his 
case  still  open  and  pending — in  the  sense  that 
if  he  ever  returns  to  the  jurisdiction  he  might 
be  tried;  but  practically  that  is  impossible, 
as  the  witnesses  can  no  longer  be  found. 


Of  the  cases  initiated  this  year,  twenty-two 
have  been  tried;  so  that  in  all  there  have 
been  twenty-four  trials,  with  conviction  in 
every  case. 

Eighteen  fines  have  been  imposed,  of  which 
seventeen  have  been  paid  and  one  served  in 
prison. 

In  six  cases  sentence  has  been  suspended, 
but  all  save  one  were  cases  in  which  the  de- 
fendants, having  been  arrested  upon  two 
charges,  were  fined  upon  one,  receiving  sus- 
pended sentence  upon  the  other. 

One  case  was  withdrawn,  the  defendant 
having  in  good  laith  registered  by  mistake  as 
a  physician,  which  error  he  corrected. 

No  applications  for  warrants  were  re- 
fused except  in  the  case  of  W^alker — ^to  be 
mentioned  below;  in  that  case  the  applica- 
tion was  subsequently  granted.  No  defend- 
ant has  been  discharged. 

Five  persons  against  whom  warrants  were 
issued  fied  the  jurisdiction.  Twenty-nine  war- 
rants were  issued  during  the  year,  the  same 
number  as  in  1902. 

The  fines  imposed  amount  to  $1050,  which 
plus  the  $100  of  forfeitures,  aggregate  $1150, 
or  $250  in  excess  of  penalties  reported  last 
year. 

The  fines  due  from  1902  and  collected  io 
1903  amounted  to  $400,  aggregating,  with  the 
penalties  just  mentioned,  $1550,  of  which 
amount  $1200  has  been  paid  to  our  treasurer, 
$50  has  been  served  out  in  prison  and  $300 
is  in  the  Comptroller's  office  (of  the  city  of 
New  York). 

All  the  arrests  of  the  year  have  been  dis- 
posed of  except  three — that  of  William  E. 
W^alker  in  Chatham,  and  those  of  Gast  and 
Sachter  in  Brooklyn. 

Of  all  the  persons  complained  of  against 
whom  warrants  have  not  been  asked,  seventy- 
two  proved  to  be  registered;  one  was  not 
practicing;  six  refused  to  practice  upon  de- 
tective; four  were  not  at  the  addresses  given; 
three  being  warned,  registered ;  one,  Hayes, 
was  dropped;  two  died;  six  fled  the  jurisdic- 
tion ;  one  was  in  no  way  connected  "with  den- 
tistry, and  in  four  cases  the  complaints  af- 
forded no  clue  for  the  society  to  work  upon. 

There  are  six  warrants  outstanding  in  cases 
which  have  come  over  from  past  years,  which, 
though  technically  pending,  are  probably  dead, 
the  defendants  having  apparently  left  the 
jurisdiction  permanently:  C.  L.  Adams,  Wm. 
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R.  Cook,  A.  King,  O.  M.  Mitchell,  Maurice 
Randall,  and  Richard  Seeley. 

There  are  four  other  warrants  outstanding 
of  persons  who  have  fled  the  jurisdiction  this 
year  and  are  likely  to  return,  namely,  A. 
(ielnay,  C.  F.  Hunter,  Theo.  Roxbury,  and 
Mark  Levy. 

There  are  six  persons  under  suspended  sen- 
tence, i,e.  whom  the  court  can  sununon  and 
punish  without  trial  within  a  year  after  their 
conviction,  in  case  they  violate  the  law, 
namely,  H.  C.  Bingham,  Harry  Gilbert,  Chas. 
H.  Goetz,  Jacob  Landau,  Arthur  Rankin,  and 
Alfred  Taylor.  Goetz  is  the  only  one  of  these 
who  has  not  also  paid  a  fine;  sentence  was 
suspended  upon  him.  He  at  once  resumed 
practice;  a  bench  warrant  was  issued  for  his 
arrest  «nd  he  is  reported  to  have  fled  to 
New  Jersey. 

There  are  fifty-three  complaints  now  under 
investigation  wherein  evidence  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  justify  application  for  warrants. 

Other  matters  included  in  the  total  are 
matters  of  general  advice  and  office  work. 

Among  these  criminal  cases  the  most  note- 
worthy are  those  of  the  men  arrested  from 
the  New  York  Painless  Dental  Co.  parlors — 
Kellar,  Danforth,  and  Martin,  represented  by 
ex-District  Attorney  Unger.  At  the  date  of 
the  last  report  Kellar  had  been  convicted  and 
had  taken  an  appeal,  to  await  the  result  of 
which  the  trials  of  Martin  and  Danforth  were 
suspended  by  the  court.  During  the  year  al- 
lowed for  the  appeal,  Danforth  died;  Kellar 
did  not  perfect  the  appeal,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year  Martin  was  tried  and  convicted. 
Moreover,  the  complainants  who  had  suffered 
at  the  hands  of  these  men  brought  aetion 
against  the  company,  which  were  settled  for 
some  hundreds  of  dollars.  Mark  Levy,  al- 
ready referred  to,  who,  despite  a  previous 
conviction,  persistently  violated  the  law  in 
Brooklyn,  seems  at  last  to  have  left  that  city 
permanently,  and  is  reported  to  be  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  most  notable  case  is  that  of  William 
E.  Walker,  once  of  Troy,  now  of  Chatham 
and  Hudson,  who  is  mentioned  in  previous  re- 
ports. He  registered  in  Rensselaer  coimty 
on  August  19,  1896,  giving  his  age  as  thirty- 
three,  falsely  swearing  that  he  had  a  license 
of  that  date,  giving  as  his  legal  authority  to 
practice  the  Wisconsin  Dental  College's  di- 
ploma dated  May  5,  1883.    Being  warned  by 


the  society  that  this  registration  was  inef- 
fective, he  applied  before  Judge  Fursman  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  an  ea  parte  order  per- 
mitting him  to  be  examined  imder  the  student 
clause;  and  he  then,  on  March  12,  1900, 
swore  that  he  was  thirty-one  years  old,  two 
years  younger  than  in  1895;  that  he  had 
been  a  dental  student  in  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  from  1888-1899;  and  that  he 
was  desirous  of  obeying  the  law  and  passing 
the  examinations  of  the  State  Board.  This 
affidavit  was  a  clear  admission  by  Walker 
that  he  was  not  licensed,  and,  if  true,  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  he  was  only  fourteen 
years  old  in  1883,  the  date  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin diploma  registered  in  Rensselaer  county, 
which  date  has  been  altered  to  1893  since  the 
said  affidavit  before  Judge  Fursman. 

In  January  1901,  Police  Justice  Jones  of 
Troy  held  Walker  to  bail  upon  the  society's 
complaint,  but  the  grand  jury  failed  to  in- 
dict, although  the  record  was  in  evidence  be- 
fore them,  and  also  testimony  that  Walker 
had  admitted  purchasing  his  diploma  for 
fifty  dollars.  The  District  Attorney  at  that 
time  wrote  to  our  counsel  that  he  presumed 
that  the  failure  to  indict  was  due  to  the  grand 
jury's  belief  that  Walker  was  a  reputable 
citizen  who  did  not  mean  to  do  harm,  and 
their  reluctance  to  have  the  county  subjected 
to  the  expense  of  his  trial.  Thereafter  Walker 
moved  into  Columbia  county,  registering  there 
in  November  1901  upon  a  transcript  of  the 
Rensselaer  record,  and  falsely  swearing  that 
he  had  complied  with  all  the  requirements  of 
the  Regents,  the  State  Board,  and  the  laws 
of  1895,  thus  committing  perjury. 

In  March  1903,  one  Chace,  who  had  suf- 
fered under  Walker's  treatment  and  subse- 
quently was  treated  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Park  of 
Chatham,  made  affidavit  to  the  fact  of  prac- 
tice before  Police  Justice  Wm.  B.  Daley  of 
that  village;  before  whom  were  also  placed 
the  fraudulent  registration  and  the  affidavit 
before  Judge  Fursman  contradicting  their 
statements.  Mr.  Daley  refxised  to  issue  a 
warrant  without  a  certificate  of  the  Regents 
to  the  effect  that  Walker  was  not  licensed,  a 
paper  that,  as  Mr.  Purrington  suggested  to 
him,  is  not  primary  evidence.  It  was  fur- 
nished to  him  and  he  then  again  refused  to 
issue  a  warrant. 

Immediately  thereafter,  County  Judge  San- 
ford  W.  Smith  drafted  and  had  introduced 
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into  the  Legislature,  on  March  30th,  a  bill 
(Senate  933,  Assembly  1709)  to  make  the 
fraudulent  registration  in  Rensselaer  county 
a  license.  Instead  of  being  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Health,  where  it  be- 
longed, the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Affairs  of  Towns  and  Counties, 
where,  at  a  hearing  of  which  neither  the 
State  Society  nor  the  Regents  were  notified, 
County  Judge  Smith  urged  the  bill  so 
strongly  that  it  was  about  to  be  reported, 
when,  through  our  efforts,  the  report  was 
stopped  and  a  new  hearing  ordered  by  the 
committee,  before  whom  Mr.  Purrington  ap- 
peared and  submitted  a  brief.  (A  copy  of  the 
bill  and  brief  is  hereto  annexed.)  Another 
hearing  was  set  at  which  Judge  Smith  might 
appear.  Mr.  Purrington  attended,  but  the 
judge  failed  to  do  so,  and  the  bill  was  killed 
in  the  committee  of  both  houses. 

In  the  usual  course  of  such  matters 
Walker's  case,  if  prosecuted,  would  have  been 
almost  certain  to  come  into  the  court  of  this 
county  judge — a  fact  that  makes  his  appear- 
ance as  counsel  for  this  persistent  violator 
of  the  law  worthy  of  comment. 

The  latter  part  of  April,  after  the  defeat 
of  this  bill,  Mr.  Purrington  wrote  to  Police 
Justice  Daley  and  sent  a  representative  of 
his  office  to  say  that  unless  a  warrant  was 
granted  he  should  place  the  matter  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  After  a  day's  consideration 
he  granted  the  process  and  the  case  was  set 
for  trial  May  4th. 

On  the  civil  side,  apart  from  matters  of 
general  consultation  and  office  work,  the  com- 
mittee would  call  special  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing : 

First.  The  legislative  matters  just  referred 
to. 

Second.  The  cancellation  on  the  record  of 
Kings  county  of  Henry  J.  Taft's  registration, 
which  has  been  restored  by  the  ex  parte  appli- 
cation to  Judge  Alareau.  Application  will  be 
made  to  the  court  to  have  the  record  purged 
in  this  matter. 

Third.  A  number  of  dentists  in  Brooklyn, 
led  by  Taft,  formed  a  society  to  prosecute 
cases  and  retain  counsel,  alleging  that  the 
State  Society  was  delinquent  in  its  duty. 
They  secured  publication  of  their  misrepre- 
sentations in  the  Brooklyn  Eagle,  but  having 
been  fully  answered,  and  advised  that  they 
were   rendering   themselves   liable   to   actions 


for  libel,  they  have  ceased  to  be  heard  from. 
So  far  as  we  know  they  did  not  prosecute  a 
single  case,  or  even  attempt  to  do  so. 

Fourth.  Samuel  J.  Arkin,  twice  convicted, 
applied  to  the  chairman  of  your  committee 
and  to  Mr.  Purrington  for  an  appearance  on 
the  part  of  the  State  Society  in  his  suit 
against  it  for  malicious  prosecution.  This 
was  refused  unless  he  would  give  security  for 
costs.  Eventually  he  began  action  against  the 
First  District  Society,  for  which  Mr.  Pur- 
rington appeared,  and  issue  has  been  joined. 
He  has  not  served  with  process  any  officers 
of  the  State  Society  so  far  as  we  know. 

Fifth.  At  the  date  of  our  last  report  man- 
damus proceedings  were  pending  against  the 
Regents,  .brought  by  Chas.  L.  Fox,  upon  the 
ground  that  they  had  allowed  him  to  go  up 
for  his  professional  examination,  although  he 
had  not  the  preliminary  requirements,  and  af- 
ter his  successful  passage  of  the  examination 
refused  to  give  him  a  license.  Service  of  the 
papers  upon  the  late  chancellor  was  disre- 
garded, and  the  Regents  were  in  default  under 
the  procedure.  The  society  came  to  their  aid 
and  the  proceeding  has  aborted. 

Sixth.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  this  society 
not  to  secure  convictions  upon  the  bare  evi- 
dence of  detectives  interested  for  their  own 
sakes  in  procuring  verdicts,  but  to  prosecute 
upon  the  testimony  of  patients,  without  ad- 
ducing any  evidence  secured  by  falsehood. 
Obviously  this  course  is  more  expensive  and 
difficult  than  that  ordinarily  adopted;  but 
its  value,  so  far  as  the  reputation  of  the  so- 
ciety is  concerned,  is  indisputable.  One  of  the 
justices  of  the  Special  Sessions  of  New  York, 
at  a  public  dinner  on  June  16,  1902,  in  dis- 
cussing the  laws  regulating  the  practice  of 
medicine,  dentistry,  and  pharmacy,  as  well  as 
those  enforced  by  the  department  of  health, 
the  boiler  inspection  department,  the  police 
department,  and  others,  and  arguing  that  the 
fines  should  not  be  paid  to  those  bodies,  said: 
'This  system  is  an  incentive  to  incite  crime. 
It  allows  the  employment  of  detectives  whose 
judgment  is  not  always  good,  and  whose  in- 
tegrity is  not  always  to  be  relied  upon.  I 
have  sat  on  that  bench  time  and  again  listen- 
ing to  those  cases,  and  got  as  mad  as  was 
compatible  with  judicial  dignity."  Mr.  Pur- 
rington immediately  wrote  to  the  justice 
r  woiild  be  good  enough  to  men- 

ution  by  the  Dental  Society 

Google 


uigitizea  oy  ^ 


OF   THE   STATE   OF   NEW   YORK. 


25 


of  a  nature  to  excite  such  comment,  and  call- 
ing his  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  published 
papers,  as  well  as  in  practice,  he  had  always 
set  his  face  against  detective  abuses.  The 
justice  replied  at  once  courteously,  saying 
that  the  report  of  the  speech  was  incomplete, 
and  that  ''so  far  as  his  observation  extended, 
every  case  prosecuted  by  the  Dental  Society 
had  been  conducted  with  absolute  fairness 
and  by  reputable  witnesses." 

Disposition  of  Dental  Cases  during  the 
YEAB  1902-1903. 

(1)    Cases  pending  on  May  1,  1902.* 

157.     Levy,   Mark    (1898).      (New  York.) 
Bail  forfeited,  $100. 

198.  Kellar,    Chas.      (New   York.)      Con- 
viction on  appeal.     Appeal  not  perfected. 

199.  Danforth,  Floyd.     (New  York.)     De- 
fendant  deceased. 

200.  Martin,     Geo.     H.        (New     York.) 
Fined  $50. 

223.  Landau,  Jacob.     (New  York.)     Fined 
$100. 

224.  Landau,  Jacob.     (New  York.)     Sen- 
tence suspended. 

(2)    Cases  initiated  after  May  1,  1902. 

225.  Janofsky,    A.     I.    M.       (Brooklyn.) 
Fined  $50. 

226.  Gelnay,      Adolph.         (New      York.) 
Fined  $50. 

227.  McNamee,     Frank.        (New     York.) 
Fined  $50. 

228.  Fodor,  Lajos.      (New  York.)      Fined 
$50. 

229.  Motley,    Claude    W.      (New    York.) 
Fined  $50.     (Served  time.) 

230.  DeGroot,     Hugo     I.        (Patchogue.) 
Fined  $50. 

231.  Packard,  Frank.    (Patchogue.)  Fined 
$50. 

232.  Guintard,   Sancho   E.      (Patchogue.) 
Fined  $50. 

233.  Gelnay,  Adolph    (2).      (New  York.) 
Fled. 

234.  Hunter,  C.  F.      (New  York.)      Fled. 

235.  Machat,      Benj.      R.         (Brooklyn.) 
Fined  $50. 

236.  Levy,   Mark.      (Brooklyn.)      Fled. 

237.  Hunter,  Geo.  R.     (Brooklyn.)     Fined 
$50. 

238.  Taylor,  Alfred.     (New  York.)    Fined 
$50. 

•Cases    are    numbered    consecutively    from 
the  beginning  of  prosecutions. 


239.  Taylor,  Alfred.     (New  York.)      Sen- 
tence suspended. 

240.  Rankin,      Arthur.         (New      York.) 
Fined   $50. 

241.  Rankin,  Arthur.     (New  York.)     Sen- 
tence suspended. 

242.  Firth,  Alfred  G.      (2).     (Brooklyn.) 
Fined  $100. 

243.  Hunter,    Ed.    B.     (2).       (Brooklyn.) 
Fined  $100. 

244.  Roxbury,  Theo.      (Brooklyn.)      Fled. 

245.  Goetz,   Chas.  H.      (Brooklyn.)      Sen- 
tence suspended. 

246.  Do ,Geo.  C.     (Brooklyn.)    With- 
drawn. 

247.  Bingham,    Henry    C.      (New   York.) 
Fined  $50. 

248.  Bingham,    Henry   C.      (New   York.) 
Sentence  suspended. 

249.  Gilbert,  Harry.     (New  York.)    Fined 
$50. 

250.  Gilbert,  Harry.     (New  York.)     Sen- 
tence suspended. 

251.  Gast,  Emil.      (Brooklyn.)      Pending. 

252.  Walker,  Wm.  E.     (Chatham.)     Pend- 
ing. 

253.  Sachter,     Henry     G.        (Brooklyn.) 
Pending. 

(3)   Cases  pending  May  i,  1903— Defendants 
arrested: 

251.  Gast,  Emil.     (Brooklyn.) 

252.  Walker,  Wm.  E.     (Chatham.) 

253.  Sachter,   Henry   G.      (Brooklyn.) 

Warrants  issued  and  unexecuted: 

67.  Cook,  Wm.  R.     (New  York.) 

141.  Adams,  C.  O.      (New  York.) 

153.  Mitchell,  Ormsby.     (New  York.) 

166.  King,  Archibald.      (Brooklyn.) 

179.  Randell,  Maurice.      (New*  York.) 

210.  Seeley,  Richard.     (New  York.) 

233.  Gelnay,    Adolph.       (New    York.) 

234.  Hunter,  C.  F.      (New  York.) 
236.  Levy,    Mark    (2).      (Brooklyn.) 
244.  Roxbury,  Theo.     (Brooklyn.) 

(4)    Fines   imposed,   1902-1903. 

Fines  imposed,  $1150. 

Amount  sent   society $800 

Amount  served  in  prison . .       50 
Amount  in  city  treasury . . .     300 


$1150 
(5)  Fines  sent  Society  1902-1903. 

Fines  imposed  1901-1902 $400 

Fines  imposed  1902-1903 800 
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Receipts  and  Disbubsemknts  fob  the  Ybab 
ENDING  Mat  13,  1903. 
Received  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton,  Treasurer: 
July  6,   1902    ....    $392.09 

August  1   234.52 

November    1 302.74 

November   6 1,000.00 

December  5 303.02 

January  3,   1903..      260.16 

March  6 321.01 

April  7 169.81 

May  8    210.21 

Total    $3,193.66 

Diahursementa : 

To  Wm.  A.  Purrington,  Esq.,  for  re- 
tainer and  disbursements,  from 
May  1,  1902,  to  May  1,  1903. . .  .$1,636.46 

"  Gaetano  D'Amato  aad  Miss  Gis- 
sendger  for  detective  services, 
county  clerk's  certificates,  fees 
for  operations  on  "patients,  wit- 
ness fees,  transcripts  of  court 
records,  carfares,  etc.,  to  Octo- 
ber 1,  1902 316.00 

"  Miss  Arlett,  for  detective  ser- 
vices, county  clerk's  certifi- 
cates, fees  for  operations  on  pa-, 
tients,  witness  fees,  transcripts 
of  court  records,  carfares,  etc., 
from  October  1,  1902,  to  May 
1,  1903  626.00 

"  William  Carr,  postage,  tele- 
grams, etc 16.00 

Total  disbursements   $2,491.46 

"      receipts 2,193.66 

Deficit    $297.90 

Note. — The  $1000  received  November  6, 
1902,  is  not  included  in  the  above,  as  this 
amoimt  was  on  account  of  the  balance  due 
Wm.  Carr  at  the  date  of  last  report,  viz, 
$2269.15,  leaving  balance  still  due  Wm.  Carr 
of  $1269.15. 

Due    Dr.    Wm.     Carr,    balance 

from  last  report   $2,269.16 

Credit    by    cash,    November    6, 

1902    1,000.00 

$1,269.16 
Due  Dr.  Wm.  Carr  for  moneys 

advanced    297.90 

$1,667.05 
We  again  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 


more  work  has  been  accomplished  this  yeu, 
with  a  saving  of  $818.67  in  expenditures  over 
last  year.  This  is  unquestionably  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  do  not  rely  solely  upon  deteetive 
evidence,  but  we  also  secure  bond  fide  pa- 
tients as  witnesses  in  every  case  of  proseea- 
tion.  This  is  a  slower  and  more  diflleult  wwj 
of  accomplishing  results;  but  it  is  less  ex- 
pensive, and  at  the  same  time  it  has  a  better 
effect  upon  the  court. 

We  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  Treta- 
nrer  has  paid  $1000  to  the  chainnmn  of  tbt 
Law  Committee  on  the  deficit  of  the  ia«i  jad 
previous  years. 

The  committee  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Charifls 
K.  Van  Vleck  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  for  valuable 
assistance  in  the  Walker  case. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WnxiAic  Cabb,  Ohairmatu 

Dr.  Jarvie.  This  man  Walker  has 
been  probably  the  most  open  violator  of 
the  dental  law  in  this  state.  He  has 
brought  every  possible  pressure  to  bear 
to  sustain  him  in  his  violation  of  the 
law,  and  has  made  an  effort  to  have  a 
bill  introduced  into  the  Legislature 
which  would  give  him  the  privilege  of 
practicing  dentistry  in  this  state.  He 
has  almost  succeeded  in  having  bills 
once  or  twice  passed  in  the  Legislature 
legalizing  his  acts^  and  it  would  seem 
well  to  bring  all  the  influence  of  the  so- 
ciety to  bear  in  punishing  such  a  man, 
or,  if  not  punishing  him,  preventing  him 
from  practicing  in  this  state  until  he  is 
legally  qualified.  He  has  the  same 
means  open  to  him  that  every  man  in 
this  room  has  had,  and  should  have  no 
sympathy  in  his  violations,  which  have 
been  so  open  and  so  persistent  that  I 
think,  if  necessary,  the  society  should 
use  all  its  power  to  prevent  him  from 
further  violation.  I  think  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  so  worded  as  to  encourage 
the  committee  in  the  action  they  are 
about  to  take  against  this  man. 

The  President.  Will  you  present 
that  resolution  in  writing? 
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Dr.  Jarvie  then  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  society 
be  tendered  to  the  Law  Committee  for  the 
very  able^  arduous,  and  efficient  work  th^ 
have  performed  during  the  year,  and  that 
they  be  requested  to  continue  their  efforts  in 
prosecuting  all  violators  of  the  dental  law, 
^and  thus  protect  the  poor  from  being  im- 
posed  upon  by  Ainlicensed  and  incompetent 
practitioners. 

The  President.  If  there  are  no  ob- 
jections, the  report  of  the  committee  will 
be  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  Butler.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  with  regard 
to  one  case  especially,  as  I  am  unable  to 
understand  its  action;  but,  before  doing 
that,  I  want  to  express  my  gratification  at 
the  progress  the  Law  Committee  is  mak- 
ing in  the  enforcement  of  the  dental  law. 
T  think  it  answers  to  a  very  large  degree 
that  portion  of  the  President's  address 
in  which  he  seemed  to  feel  that  we  were 
not  making  the  progress  toward  the  elim- 
ination of  illegal  practitioners  that  we 
should.  I  think  we  are  making  all  the 
progress  we  can  expect,  and  when  we 
hear  the  report  of  the  Law  Committee 
read  to-day,  and  compare  it  with  those 
of  years  past,  I  think  we  have  every  rea- 
son to  be  encouraged  with  our  progress. 

The  report  states  that  a  man,  whose 
name  I  do  not  recall,  began  proceedings 
against  the  Regents — mandamus  pro- 
ceedings— ^to  compel  the  Regents  to  is- 
sue him  a  license  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  graduated  from  a  reputable  college, 
entered  the  license  examination,  and 
passed  the  examination,  and  was  there- 
fore entitled  to  a  certificate  of  registra- 
tion. I  assume  that  that  certificate  was 
withheld  by  the  Regents  on  the  ground 
that  as  a  dental  student  his  certificate 
had  not  been  filed,  in  accordance  with 
the  law,  two  years  prior  to  the  date  of 


the  issuing  of  the  diploma.  As  I  under- 
stand the  report  of  the  Law  Committee, 
the  Regents  were  in  doubt  as  to  whether 
they  were  at  fault  or  not,  but  that  the 
Law  Committee  took  the  matter  up  and 
succeeded  in  having  the  case  removed 
from  the  court.  Now,  what  I  would  like 
to  know  is  this:  Upon  what  grounds 
were  the  Law  Committee  able  to  succeed 
in  that  action.  I  will  go  a  step  farther 
in  the  discussion  of  that  point :  I  know 
a  case  where  a  young  man  graduated 
from  a  dental  college  in  this  state,  re- 
ceived his  diploma,  entered  and  passed 
the  license  examination,  but  his  certifi- 
cate of  registration  was  withheld  on  the 
ground  that  his  student  certificate  had 
not  been  filed,  and  his  license  could  not 
be  issued  until  two  years  after  the  filing 
of  the  certificate.  It  seems  that  this  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  law.  The  law 
states  that  a  man  shall  not  enter  upon 
the  second  year  to  be  counted  toward 
graduation  until  the  student  certificate 
has  been  filed.  So  that  if  a  man  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed,  to  graduate,  the  Re- 
gents are  still  in  error  in  permitting 
him  to  enter  the  licensing  examination. 
If  he  has  not  complied  with  the  law  he  is 
not  entitled  to  a  diploma,  and  without 
a  diploma  he  is  not  permitted  to  enter 
the  licensing  examination.  That  seems 
a  rational  interpretation  of  the  law,  and 
yet  the  Regents  worked  otherwise,  and  I 
desire  to  have  the  Law  Committee  state 
upon  what  grounds  the  courts  sustained 
them  in  throwing  the  case  out  of  court. 
Dr.  Carr.  The  law  requires  that  the 
student  certificate  be  filed  two  years  be- 
fore graduation.  This  man  got  in  by 
mistake.  The  New  York  schools  do  not 
grant  degrees  until  they  are  passed  upon 
by  the  Regents;  they  are  examined  by 
the  Examiners,  and  diplomas  are  issued 
by  the  Regents.    This  man  came  in  with 
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the  general  shuffle,  but  it  could  not  occur 
again,  because  the  Regents  and  faculty 
of  the  New  York  schools  understand  the 
question  now.  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  define  the  law  upon  which  we 
succeeded  in  having  the  case  thrown  out 
of  court.  This  was  a  hardship  upon  the 
man,  but  it  is  a  question  of  law. 

With  regard  to  this  Walker  case,  we 
are  trying  to  get  the  evidence  to  convict 
him,  and  I  have  written  to  Dr.  Proseus 
about  it,  but  have  received  no  answer  so 
far.  We  hope  to  have  the  evidence  soon, 
and  stop  this  man  from  practicing  until 
he  is  legally  qualified. 

Dr.  Proseus.  I  have  two  motions  to 
bring  before  the  house  that  I  would  like 
to  have  reported  on : 

First:  I  hereby  move  that  the  mem- 
ber on  the  Law  Committee  of  each  dis- 
trict be  given  full  power  to  act  in  pros- 
ecuting cases  of  illegal  practice  within 
his  jurisdiction. 

Second :  I  hereby  move  that  the  Sev- 
enth .District  Dental  Society  be  reim- 
bursed for  the  amount  of  $103.60,  money 
expended  by  the  society  in  prosecutions 
for  the  year  1901. 

The  President.  The  motions  will  be 
referred  to  the  Law  Committee. 

Dr.  HiLLYER.  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr. 
Carr  what  disposition  was  made  of  the 
case  of  Janofsky. 

Dr.  Carr.  Convicted,  fined,  and  paid 
his  fine. 

Dr.  HiLLYER.  Janofsky  holds  a  di- 
ploma. 

Dr.  Carr.  We  have  nothing^  to  do  with 
that. 

Dr.  HiLLYER.  This  man  was  regis- 
tered as  a  student  under  the  student 
clause,  and  presented  before  the  Exam- 
iners for  examination  and  passed.  In 
regard  to  that  case  a  bill  was  presented 
and  passed  before  thfl  liMriilffiJ^^^  extend- 


ing the  time  given  to  those  who  were 
eligible  to  have  registered  in  1895  to 
1904.  I  see  no  mention  made  of  that  in 
the  report. 

Dr.  Proseus.  There  is  a  law  which 
says  that  a  student  can  work  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  a  preceptor. 
That  law  allows  ninety  per  cent,  to  crawl 
out.  That  law  should  be  changed:  the 
colleges  are  adequate  to  give  the  proper 
instruction  without  working  on  ineA 
matter. 

Dr.  Carr.  I  do  not  agree  with  Dr. 
Proseus.  This  point  that  he  speaks  of 
has  never  been  made  a  factor  in  pros- 
ecuting these  cases.  The  law  says  a 
man  can  operate  under  a  preceptor  for 
clinical  purposes  only.  You  cannot 
change  the  law ;  you  will  have  to  educate 
these  men.  When  a  man  is  arrested,  we 
get  at  the  fact  as  to  whether  he  was  op- 
erating, to  learn  whether  he  was  working 
for  fees  or  whether  his  preceptor  is  tak- 
ing fees.  The  preceptor  has  a  right  to 
give  instruction.  This  clause  has  never 
been  made  a  factor  in  the  prosecution. 
We  have  never  lost  a  case  under  that 
clause.  The  law  is  good  except  in  a  few 
cases. 

Dr.  Proseus.  The  law  with  regard  to 
the  colleges  of  New  York  state,  demand- 
ing that  students  must  have  a  certain 
number  of  counts  before  receiving  a  di- 
ploma, is  almost  forcing  the  colleges  to 
violate  the  law.  I  say  it  cripples  the 
New  York  state  colleges.  A  man  may 
come  from  Pennsylvania  and  receive  a 
diploma  who  did  not  have  any  counts.  It 
is  holding  the  colleges  back. 

The  other  law  which  Dr.  Carr  speaks 
of  is  a  very  different  thing  outside  of 
New  York  city.  A  man  may  ask  for  a 
jur}%  and  outside  of  New  York  city  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  a  jury  to  convict 
a  man  in  a  case  of  this  kind.    I  have  a 
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case  in  my  own  experience  of  a  young 
man  who  was  offered  a  position  in  an 
office.  I  said  to  him,  "If  they  violate  the 
law,  do  not  accept  the  position."  He  is 
a  very  poor  boy,  and  he  has  accepted  the 
position,  and  tells  me  that  they  are  work- 
ing him  as  hard  as  possible.  He  says 
every  operation  is  inspected,  and  this 
violation  is  covered  up  by  the  preceptor- 
ship  clause. 

Dr.  Carr.  The  law  that  Dr.  Proseus 
speaks  of  does  not  militate  against  the 
New  York  schools.  When  a  man  comes 
before  the  State  Board,  no  matter  where 
he  graduates,  he  must  have  thirty-six 
counts.  Some  leave  the  New  York 
schools  and  go  to  Philadelphia  in  order 
to  get  a  diploma,  but  they  cannot  be 
graduated  until  they  have  the  required 
number  of  counts,  and  the  consequence 
is  they  are  staying  at  home.  At  first  it 
had  that  effect,  but  they  are  staying  at 
home  now.  There  will  always  be  illegal 
practitioners,  the  same  as  you  will  al- 
ways have  larceny  and  murder. 

With  regard  to  the  law  that  Dr.  Pro- 
seus speaks  of,  where  a  man  can  apply 
for  a  jury,  this  man  did  apply  for  a  jury 
and  was  acquitted.  The  only  remedy  in 
those  cases  is  to  take  them  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  We  did  this  in  three 
cases  in  Suffolk  county  last  September, 
and  they  were  fined  fifty  dollars  each. 
If  a  legal  practitioner  shelters  a  man  it 
is  difficult  to  get  at  him.  We  can  get  at 
the  men  who  are  practicing  in  quack  of- 
fices, but  it  is  the  men  who  are  practicing 
privately  that  you  cannot  reach. 

On  motion  the  subject  was  passed. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Legislation, 
which  was  passed.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Practice  was  also  passed. 

Dr.  Gross  then  read  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Necrology  as  follows : 


REPORT  OF  THE  COI^IMITTEE  ON 
NECROLOGY. 
To  THE  Dental  Socdett  of  the  State  of 
New  York: 

Mr.  President  and  Oentlemen,-^lt  is  with 
exceeding  regret  that  your  committee  have  to 
report  that  during  the  past  y^r  this  society 
has  lost  by  death  four  members,  as  follows : 

Dr.   Orvllle   E,   Hill. 

Died,  June  2,  1902,  of  Bright's  disease,  at 
his  home  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Dr.  Orville 
E.  Hill. 

Dr.  Hill  was  bom  in  October  1833,  at  Olean, 
in  the  western  part  of  New  York  state.  He 
commenced  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Brook- 
lyn in  1861.  at  which  time  the  dentists  of 
that  city,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  were  lacking 
in  that  spirit  of  association  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse which  has  in  more  recent  times 
come  to  be  a  professional  characteristic. 
Feeling  the  need  for  social  and  professional 
intercourse,  and  there  being  no  association 
of  dentists  in  Brooklyn  at  that  time.  Dr.  Hill, 
in  1862,  invited  nearly  every  dentist  in  Brook- 
lyn to  meet  at  his  office  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  society  which  should  have  for  its 
object  the  promotion  of  good  fellowship  and 
of  professional  intercourse  and  advancement. 
The  society  thus  formed,  under  the  name  of 
the  Brooklyn  Dental  Association,  was  practi- 
cally the  foundation  of  the  various  dental 
societies  which  have  later  come  into  existence 
in  greater  New  York. 

When  the  law  of  1868  was  passed,  creating 
state  and  district  dental  societies.  Dr.  Hill 
took  a  leading  part  in  the  organization  of  the 
Second  District  Dental  Society.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  convention  which  completed 
the  organization  of,  and  at  its  first  meeting 
was  elected  a  delegate  to,  the  first  State 
Dental  Society,  which  was  organized  in  Al- 
bany in  June  of  that  year,  and  in  which  he 
was  appointed  chairman  of  the  business 
committee.  In  1873  the  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  conferred  upon  him  its 
degree  of  M.D.S. 

Dr.  Hill  was  from  the  beginning  an  active 
worker,  and  at  various  times  was  president 
of  numerous  organizations  in  New  York 
which  had  for  their  purpose  the  advancement 
of  the  art  and  science  of  dentistry.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Brooklyn  Dental  Society, 
the  Second  District  Dental  Society,  the  New 
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York  Odontological  Society,  and  the  New 
York  State  Dental  Society,  of  which  latter  he 
was  president  in  1881-82.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  National  Dental  Association. 
He  was  a  man  of  unceasing  activity  in  his 
profession.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  law  relative 
to  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  the  state  of 
New  York  can  be  found  which  does  not  largely 
bear  the  stamp  of  his  mind.  Correlative  with 
his  interests  in  the  regulation  of  dental  prac- 
tice was  his  interest  in  the  development  of 
professional  ethics.  His  standard  was  a  high 
one.  He  stood  always  for  honor  and  honesty 
in  his  professional  relationships.  His  su- 
preme desire  was  to  elevate  the  status  and 
practice  of  the  calling  which  was  his  life- 
work.  The  position  he  assumed  in  all  society 
debates  on  those  questions  which  lay  nearest 
his  heart  was  always  unassailable,  being 
grounded  in  the  principles  of  right  and  equity. 
He  had  full  knowledge  of  his  subject,  faith 
in  the  rectitude  of  his  position,  and  was  un- 
compromising in  his  defense  of  the  principles 
for  which  he  stood.  Notwithstanding  the  ag- 
gressiveness which  characterized  his  defense 
of  what  he  believed  to  be  right,  he  was  al- 
ways a  generous  antagonist.  When  in  de- 
bate the  heart  quality  was  ever  a  modifying 
factor,  and  his  criticisms  were  always  de- 
livered in  kindness.  His  marked  individual- 
ity,  his  genial  disposition,  his  sympathy  for 
those  who  sought  his  help,  his  affection  for 
his  friends,  combined  to  make  him  a  most 
lovable  man  in  all  of  his  relations  with  his 
colleagues. 

Dr.  Hill  was  a  bachelor^  and  his  home  was 
as  unique  in  its  appointments  and  furnishing 
as  the  strongly  marked  individuality  of  the 
man  himself.  He  possessed  a  high  artistic 
sense,  and  his  love  of  beautiful  things,  com- 
bined with  a  cultivated  taste,  made  him  a 
connoisseur  in  the  collection  of  rare  rugs, 
portidres,  bric-a-brac,  and  various  other 
beautiful  art  creations.  He  was  also  a  col- 
lector of  choice  paintings.  Besides  his  pro- 
fessional social  relations,  he  was  a  member, 
and  at  one  time  president  of  the  Centennial, 
Crescent,  Athletic,  and  Constitution  clubs, 
as  well  as  of  the  Amaranth  Dramatic  So- 
ciety. 

His  funeral  services  were  held  at  his  home, 
160  Clinton  street,  where  h*»  ^°^'  "--"ticed 
dentistry   for   forty  years.  ti- 
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was  present,  and  a  full  representative  delega- 
tion from  the  societies  of  which  he  was  t 
member  was  also  present  to  do  honor  to  his 
memory.  The  services  were  beaatiful  and  im- 
pressive, and  the  closing  prayer  voiced  the 
sentiments  of  many  a  heart  whose  privilege 
it  had  been  to  know  Dr.  HilL  His  remains 
were  interred  at  Olean,  New  York,  where  he 
had  been  bom.  The  surviving  members  of 
his  family  are  two  sisters  and  two  nieces. 

Dr.    Charles    F.    Howell. 

Died,  suddenly,  of  heart  failure,  at  his 
residence  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  on  December 
31,  1902,  C.  F.  Howell,  in  his  fortieth  year. 

Dr.  Howell  was  bom  in  Bath,  N.  Y.,  in 
1863  and  studied  dentistry  with  Dr.  A  Os- 
good of  that  city.  Afterward  he  removed  to 
Rochester  and  formed  an  association  with 
Dr.  P.  H.  Smith,  first  as  assistant  and  later 
as  partner.  About  twelve  years  ago  Dr. 
Howell  opened  offices  on  his  own  account  in 
Rochester,  building  up  for  himself  a  practice 
which  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of  the 
best  in  that  city.  He  successfully  passed  the 
examination  of  the  New  York  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, receiving  the  degree  of  M.D.S.,  which 
until  three  years  ago  was  conferred  by  that 
body. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Dental  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  the  Seventh  District 
Dental  Society,  and  the  Rochester  Dental  So- 
ciety, and  was  also  an  active  member  of  the 
Masonic  order.  In  the  various  societies  of 
which  he  was  a  member  he  always  took  an  ac- 
tive interest,  and  he  was  a  frequent  partici- 
pant in  their  discussions  as  well  as  a  con- 
tributor to  their  work. 

Dr.  Howell  was  married  about  a  year  ago 
to  Miss  Helen  Moore  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  had 
only  recently  moved  into  their  new  home. 
She  survives  him,  and,  together  with  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  deeply  mourns  his  imtimely 
decease. 

Dr.   Byron   RAthbiin. 

Died,  at  his  home  in  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 13,  1902,  Byron  Rathbun,  M.D.S.,  af- 
ter an  illness  of  about  three  months,  in  his 
sixty-eighth  year. 

Dr.  Rathbun  was  bom  at  Pine  Grove,  Pa., 
October  28,  1835.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  left  his  home 
and  worked  on  a  farm  for  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  moved  to  Erie,  Pa.,  and 
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entered  a  printing  office  as  head  *'deyil." 
While  here  a  trivial  incident  occurred  which 
shaped  his  future  career  and  led  to  his  selec- 
tion of  dentistry  as  a  life-work.  Being  in 
need  of  dental  services  he  called  upon  Dr. 
Chapin,  who  was  so  much  pleased  with  the 
appearance  of  the  hoy  that  he  suggested  that 
he  come  into  his  office  and  study  dentistry. 
After  carefully  considering  the  matter  he  de- 
cided to  adopt  the  suggestion,  and  in  August 
1851  entered  upon  his  studies. 

At  this  time  he  had  become  an  expert  com- 
positor, and  during  the  two  years  he  was  a 
student  in  Dr.  Ghapin's  office  he  continued  his 
work  at  typesetting  at  night,  thereby  earning 
the  means  with  which  to  sustain  himself. 
But  the  strain  was  too  great,  and  he  found 
himself  so  broken  in  health  that  in  1853  he 
was  obliged  to  go  South,  where  for  three  years 
he  sought  to  regain  that  which  he  had  lost. 

On  his  return  in  1856  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Dr.  C.  A.  Thompson  of  West- 
field,  N.  Y.,  one  of  the  most  prominent  practi- 
tioners of  that  section,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained six  years.  In  1862,  by  mutual  ar- 
rangement the  partnership  was  dissolved.  Dr. 
Rathbun  going  to  Dunkirk,  where  he  remained 
in  the  continuous  practice  of  his  profession 
until  his  death — or,  in  all,  forty  years. 

He  was  an  active  and  zealous  worker  in 
dental  societies,  having  assisted  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Lake  Erie  Dental  Associa- 
tion and  also  in  that  of  the  Dental  Society  of 
Western  New  York,  in  both  of  which  bodies 
he  was  an  active  and  influential  member. 
In  1867,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Lake  Erie  Dental 
Association,  held  in  Westfield,  Dr.  Rathbun 
being  the  secretary  of  the  meeting,  the  now 
venerable  Dr.  Jonathan  Taft  of  Cincinnati 
delivered  an  address  on  "Popular  Dental  Edu- 
cation." A  resolution  prepared  and  offered 
by  Dr.  Rathbun  was  adopted,  calling  for  a 
''uniform  system  of  dental  education  and  some 
l^^al  distinction  between  the  well-instructed 
and  the  ignorant  practitioner."  A  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  agitate  the  question, 
and  in  October  the  Dental  Association  of 
Western  New  York  adopted  a  similar  resolu- 
tion and  appointed  a  like  committee;  in  No- 
vember the  Buffalo  Dental  Association  did 
likewise;  and  thus,  as  a  result  of  the  agita- 
tion started  by  Dr.  Rathbun  at  Westfield,  the 
splendidly  organized  Dental  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  with  its  district  societies. 


the  Ohio  State  Dental  Society,  and  others  fol- 
lowed. 

Dr.  Rathbun  became  a  charter  member  of 
the  Eighth  District  Dentaf  Society  and  was 
elected  treasurer  in  1871,  holding  that  office 
for  three  years,  when  he  was  elected  vice- 
president,  which  office  he  held  for  one  year. 
In  1875  he  was  elected  president,  and  served 
one  year,  when  he  was  elected  censor,  and  he 
served  on  that  board  continuously  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  In  1870  he  was  elected 
delegate  from  the  Eighth  District  Dental  So- 
ciety to  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  In  the  same  year  he  passed  the 
examination  and  received  the  degree  of  M.D.S. 
He  became  a  permanent  member  of  the  State 
Society  in  1878,  and  held  the  office  of  vice- 
president  in  1886-87. 

In  all  his  professional  relations  Dr.  Rath- 
bun was  a  man  of  exemplary  character  and 
unusual  ability,  but  of  great  modesty.  In 
politics  he  was  always  a  republican,  but  never 
obtrusively  such,  and  was  again  and  again 
elected  to  represent  his  ward  on  the  Board  of 
Coimcilmen,  he  frequently  being  the  only 
republican  member  of  that  body.  He  served 
as  chairman  of  the  board,  and  as  such  was 
several  times  acting  mayor  of  the  city.  The 
duties  of  all  his  various  positions  were  dis- 
charged with  rare  fidelity  and  conspicuous 
ability. 

He  was  a  devoted  and  zealous  member  of 
St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  vestry- 
man for  many  years.  He  was  also  a  Mason 
of  high  degree,  being  a  past  commander  of 
Dunkirk  Commandery  No.  40,  in  which  or- 
ganization and  other  Masonic  bodies  he  was 
held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

In  1865  Dr.  Rathbun  was  married  to  Thirza 
Ann  Jillson,  who  died  October  11,  1898.  Of 
this  union  three  children  were  bom,  two 
daughters  and  one  son — Dr.  Chaimcey  M. 
Rathbun,  an  honored  dentist  of  Fredonia, 
N.  Y.  A  loving  father,  an  exemplary  citizen, 
a  Christian  gentleman,  and  a  beloved  member 
of  our  profession  has  fallen. 

His  remains  were  accompanied  to  their  last 
resting-place  by  a  large  number  of  his  pro- 
fessional brethren.  The  burial  services  were 
under  the  auspices  of  Dunkirk  Commandery 
No.  40,  whose  beautiful  and  impressive  cere- 
mony, which  he  had  so  often  helped  to  per- 
form, seemed  especially  solemn  and  appro- 
priate. ^  T 
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Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer. 

Died,  March  30,  1903,  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
Dr.  Stewart  Bailey  Palmer,  in  his  eighty- 
first  year. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Palmer  was  bom  in  Pompey,  On- 
ondaga, N.  Y.,  September  1,  1822,  and  died 
in  Syracuse  March  30,  1903.  His  education, 
with  the  exception  of  one  term  in  Cortland 
Academy,  was  obtained  in  the  district  school 
and  on  the  farm.  He  left  school  in  1846^  and 
in  the  fall  of  1846  and  winter  of  1847  he 
taught  district  school  in  the  town  of  TuUy. 
Necessity  led  the  way  to  the  practice  of 
dentistry.  Being  in  need  of  a  dental  plate, 
and  having  very  little  to  spend,  he  paid  five 
dollars  for  a  treatise  on  dentistry,  illustrating 
all  branches  as  then  taught.  He  knew  no 
dentist  except  one,  and  he  could  only  extract. 
He  extracted  nine  teeth  and  after  studying 
and  experimenting  for  seven  or  eight  months, 
he  was  in  possession  of  a  nicely  fitting  silver 
plate  of  nine  teeth.  He  afterward  made 
plates  for  friends.  In  1848  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  John  L.  Allen  of  Fabius.  After  a 
course  of  study  he  began  practice  in   1849. 

In  1850  he  married  Miss  Lavery  of  Cayuga 
county.  In  1851  he  moved  to  TuUy  and  re- 
mained there  in  practice  until  1863,  when  he 
moved  to  Syracuse  and  entered  Into  partner- 
ship with  the  late  Dr.  Amos  Westcott.  Five 
years  later  he  opened  an  office  by  himself  in 
Syracuse,  and  since  then  had  continued  in  ac- 
tive practice. 

Dr.  Palmer  was  the  first  to  present  him- 
self for  examination  for  the  degree  of  M.D.S., 
and  the  first  to  receive  it — it  was  conferred 
upon  him  July  16,  1869,  in  Syracuse,  where 
the  first  examination  was  held.  There  were 
others  examined  at  the  same  time,  but  his 
was  the  honor  of  being  first  to  receive  the 
degree.  In  1873  Dr.  Palmer  was  elected  to 
act  as  Censor  in  place  of  A.  Westcott,  whose 
term  had  expired.  He  held  the  office  until  his 
death,  and  also  that  of  president  of  Board 
of  Examiners,  to  which  he  was  elected  June 
25,  1893.  He  was  a  member  of  the  various 
city  societies,  also  national,  state,  district 
and  local.  He  was  a  well-known  contributor 
to  our  magazines,  etc. 

His  wife  died  twelve  to  fifteen  years  ago. 
O.  J.  Gross,  Chairman^ 
W.  E.  Lansing, 

Co  WEN, 

Commitiee. 


Dr.  C.  S.  Butler  then  read  a  eulogy 
on  Dr.  Palmer  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Barrett, 
as  follows: 

STEWART   BAILET   PAUCEB. 

It  is  no  ordinary  announcement  when  the 
death  of  Dr.  Palmer  is  heralded.  So  long 
and  so  intimately  known  in  dentistry,  so  kind 
and  so  genial  a  companion  in  every  walk  of 
life,  so  utterly  devoted  to  the  advancement  of 
his  profession,  such  an  efficient  laborer  in 
every  field  in  which  professional  interests 
were  involved,  so  solicitous  and  helpful  a 
friend  to  every  student  and  young  practi- 
tioner,— his  passing  away  leaves  a  vacancy 
which  will  never  be  completely  filled.  The 
writer  of  this  sketch  had  known  him  for  near 
forty  years,  and  was  associated  with  him  in 
the  organization  of  the  State  Dental  Society, 
since  which  time  he  had  been  on  terms  of 
special  intimacy  with  him  and  had  learned 
to  love  and  honor  him  with  almost  unbounded 
reverence. 

For  about  thirty  years  Dr.  Palmer  had 
been  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Censors, 
or  Dental  Examining  Board,  during  which 
time  it  is  not  known  that  he  ever  missed  a 
meeting.  This  was  but  a  charaeteristic  in- 
stance of  his  devotion  to  what  he  thought 
was  duty.  Henceforth  the  annual  conventions 
of  the  State  Society  cannot  be  for  the  older 
members  what  they  have  heretofore  been,  for 
Dr.  Palmer's  loved  voice  can  greet  them  no 
more  forever. 

He  was  bom  in  Pompey  (now  Lafayette), 
Onondaga  county,  X.  Y.,  September  1,  1822. 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  young  Palmer's 
educational  advantages  were  not  what  are 
now  offered  to  everyone.  He  attended  the 
country  district  school,  and  had  one  term  in 
the  then  famous  Ck)rtland  Academy.  But 
from  boyhood  he  was  a  most  indefatigable 
student  in  the  great  university  of  Nature, 
and  found  "sermons  in  stones^  books  in  the 
running  brooks,  and  good  in  everything." 
Through  his  whole  life  he  was  tireless  in  his 
endeavor  to  wrest  from  science  her  secrets 
and  to  trace  to  its  original  cause  every 
strange  phenomenon  of  mind  or  matter. 
Hence,  while  in  the  lore  of  the  schools  he 
was  unversed,  in  that  broader  culture  which 
embraces  humanity  in  all  its  relations  he 
stood  upon  an  eminence  with  but  few  by  his 
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Dr.  Pelmer  commenced  life  for  himself  as 
a  teacher  in  a  district  school.  To  aid  his 
instruction  as  well  as  his  studies,  he  indulged 
his  native  ingenuity  in  devising  apparatus 
intended  to  illustrate  great  truths  in  phi- 
losophy i^nd  physics,  such  as  an  electrical  ma- 
chine, a  miniature  steam-engine,  etc.  To  ac- 
complish his  ends  he  needed  many  small  tools, 
with  a  bellows,  forge,  and  lathe.  His  even- 
ings and  his  hours  of  leisure  were  devoted  to 
their  manufacture,  for  no  other  way  was  open 
for  their  acquisition.  These  were  his  first 
studies  in  his  university  course  of  Nature. 

His  teeth  were  badly  affected  with  caries, 
and  knowing  no  other  treatment  a  considerable 
number  of  them  were  extracted,  for  modem 
dentistry  was  unknown  in  the  fourth  and  fifth 
decades  of  the  last  century.  He  had  never 
seen  an  artificial  denture  of  any  kind,  but  he 
had  heard  that  such  things  existed.  He 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  Syracuse  and  obtained 
leave  to  inspect  one  that  was  in  use.  He  then 
and  there  .determined  that  he  would  attempt 
the  construction  of  one  for  himself.  Accord- 
ingly he  visited  the  store  of  a  druggist  who 
kept  a  very  limited  supply  of  dental  ma- 
terials, and  purchased  enough  for  his  design. 
He  found  there  a  book  on  dentistry  which  has 
now  long  been  out  of  print.  This  contained 
some  rather  crude  cuts  of  dental  work,  which 
however  were  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the 
persistent  tiro.  He  borrowed  some  money, 
paid  five  dollars  for  the  book,  and  went  home. 
He  hammered  out  silver  coin  on  an  anvil  and 
thus  obtained  silver  plate,  and  it  is  said  that 
long  afterward  it  was  found  to  be  surpris- 
ingly near  the  standard  gauge.  It  took  him, 
in  the  intervals  of  sawmill  and  farm  work, 
six  months  to  construct  his  denture,  but 
when  it  was  completed  it  was  well  adapted 
and  did  him  good  service  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Think  of  that,  ye  students  in  the  thor- 
oughly equipped  dental  colleges  of  to-day, 
with  laboratories  full  of  ingenious  tools,  sup- 
plied with  all  modem  appliances  and  with 
everything  ready-made  to  hand,  the  various 
parts  needing  little  more  than  to  be  put  to- 
gether! Even  with  all  your  college  training 
and  discipline,  furnished  only  with  crude  iron 
and  steel,  with  silver  and  wood  and  leather 
unmanufactured,  how  would  you  set  about 
the  construction  of  a  practicable  set  of  teeth  ? 
And  you,  experienced  practitioner!— deprived 
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of  everything  save  that  which  you  had  fabri- 
cated with  your  oivn  hands — ^with  all  your 
years  of  observation  and  practice,  what  think 
you  under  such  circumstances  would  be  the 
result  of  your  professional  efforts?  But  Dr. 
Palmer  was  then  only  taking  his  second  course 
in  the  sole  university  open  to  him,  and  hard 
work  and  study  must  take  the  place  of  instru- 
ments and  knowledge  yet  unrevealed. 

His  success  in  working  for  himself  became 
known  to  outsiders,  and  soon  Dr.  Palmer  was 
importuned  to  work  for  others.  Finally,  in 
1848,  he  entered  the  dental  office  of  Dr.  John 
L.  Allen  of  Fabius,  and  in  1850  he  married 
and  set  up  business  for  himself  in  Pompey, 
having  successfully  completed  the  third  term 
in  his  university  course  of  Nature.  In  1851 
he  removed  to  Tully,  and  in  1866  to  Syra- 
cuse, where  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Dr.  Amos  Westcott.  These  various  partner- 
ships and  experimental  attempts  at  individual 
practice  comprised  his  fourth  term  in  his 
chosen  imiversity.  He  had  now  completed  his 
student's  work,  and  had  made  such  good  use 
of  his  lack  of  opportimity  that  he  stood  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  graduating  class. 

All  college  students  know  that  the  senior 
year  includes  the  most  exhausting  work.  It 
is  the  period  in  which  the  results  of  the  ele- 
mentary studies  of  the  preceding  years  are 
led  to  crystallize  into  definite  form  and  to 
he  reduced  to  scientific  methods.  It  is  the 
era  of  rapid  progress,  of  abundant  fruitage. 
At  its  close,  in  the  year  1868,  Dr.  Palmer 
opened  an  office  as  a  general  dental  practi- 
tioner in  Syracuse.  He  went  before  the  Cen- 
sors of  the  State  Society,  was  examined,  and 
was  awarded  the  certificate  of  Master  of 
Dental  Surgery.  He  was  found  well  versed 
in  the  technics  of  profesional  work,  but  in  the 
broader  education  which  such  a  life  as  his 
had  given  him  there  was  no  culminating 
diploma,  no  distinguishing  degree.  It  is  the 
schools  which  supply  the  ornaments.  Na- 
ture distinguishes  her  scholars  only  by  their 
superior  qualifications.  We  have  a  few  Pal- 
mers and  Jarvies  and  Frenches  undecorated 
by  the  colleges  but  holding  Nature's  creden- 
tials, and  we  have  many  with  a  long  string 
of  pretentious  titles  who  never  even  matricu- 
lated in  the  university  of  Nature. 

Now  commenced  the  post-graduate  work  in 
which  the  chief  laurels  of  Dr.  Palmer  were 

won.     He  identified  himself  with  dental  so- 
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cieties — ^the  post-graduate  schools  of  the  pro- 
fession, was  assiduous  in  the  study  of  dental 
journals — the  post-graduate  professional  text- 
books, and  took  part  in  the  active  discussion 
of  all  professional  questions.  He  interested 
himself  in  the  dental  schools  as  if  he  had 
been  connected  with  them  all  his  life,  for 
bitter  experience  had  taught  him  the  value  of 
mental  and  manual  training.  He  became  the 
accepted  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  of  all 
young  students  and  practitioners.  He  had  a 
part  in  every  movement  intended  to  advance 
the  standard  of  dentistry.  His  prolific  pen 
prepared  papers  for  almost  every  dental  so- 
ciety. His  voice  was  heard  in  every  discus- 
sion, always  with  a  modesty  of  demeanor,  a 
deference  of  manner  that  won  respect,  but  at 
the  same  time  with  a  profundity  of  knowl- 
edge and  a  wealth  of  experience  that  de- 
manded attention. 

In  1872  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Censors,  and  was  re-elected 
his  own  successor  at  the  end  of  his  term  of 
office.  In  1895,  when  the  Board  of  Censors 
was  abolished  and  the  State  Board  of  Dental 
Examiners  took  its  place,  he  became  a  member 
of  that  body,  remaining  in  the  same  position 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  As  an  officer  of  the 
State  Society  for  more  than  thirty  years,  al- 
most the  period  of  a  generation,  his  history 
is  identified  with  that  of  the  profession  of 
the  state.  It  cannot  be  separated  from  it,  for 
so  far  as  the  i^lfth  District  was  concerned, 
for  years  he  could  almost  be  said  to  be  the 
society.  The  record  of  his  life  is  the  rich 
legacy  which  he  has  left  the  profession  in 
whose  service  the  most  of  his  fourscore  years 
were  spent.  He  needs  no  monument  of  mar- 
ble, for  in  the  heart  of  every  one  of  his  asso- 
ciates there  exists  a  memorial  which  had 
been,  by  slowly  adding  accretions  of  kindness 
and  good  will,  steadily  growing  for  half  a  cen- 
tury. He  has  passed  to  his  reward,  but  the 
record  of  his  good  deeds  is  imperishable. 
Servant  of  God  and  of  the  dental  profession, 

Hail!  and  Farewell!  ,„   «   ^ 

W.  C.  B. 

The  President.  You  have  heard  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology. 
If  there  are  no  corrections  to  be  made, 
the  report  will  be  received  as  read. 


Dr.  Wh 


1  move,  owing  to 


the  illness  of  Dr.  Barrett,  that  a  telegram 
of  sympathy  be  sent  him. 
The  motion  was  carried. 

Amendments  to  the  By-laws. 

Dr.  BuRKHART.  Last  year  I  offered  a 
resolution  amending  the  by-laws  provid- 
ing for  an  Executive  Council.  It  seems 
that  after  nearly  three  hours  spent  here 
in  merely  routine  work  everyone  would 
be  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  That  reso- 
lution should  be  taken  from  the  table 
and  referred  to  the  committee  for  action 
at  this  meeting.  For  thirty-five  years 
we  have  been  spending  two-thirds  of  our 
time  in  transacting  business  that  should 
be  carried  before  an  Executive  Council. 
I  therefore  move  that  this  resolution  be 
taken  from  the  table  and  adopted: 

Resolted,  That  Section  54  be  amended  to 
read  as  follows : 

"No  business  shall  come  before  the  main 
meeting  of  this  society  except  the  reading  of 
the  minutes,  President's  address,  papers  and 
discussions,  reports  of  Executive  Council, 
election  of  officers,  permanent  members,  and 
examiners,  and  members  of  Executive  Coun- 
cil." And  that  all  articles  and  sections  in 
conflict  therewith  be  stricken  out. 

Make  a  new  section  providing  for  an  Ex- 
ecutive Coimcil,  to  consist  of  one  member 
from  each  district,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  matters  of  business  except  those  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  section. 

Dr.  Butler.  I  second  the  motion  for 
the  adoption  of  these  amendments,  and 
in  doing  so  I  want  to  commend  the 
scheme  very  highly.  I  have  seen  the 
same  plan  in  the  National  Association 
and  it  works  admirably.  It  takes  from 
before  the  general  body  routine  business, 
gaining  time  for  the  consideration  of 
papers  and  discussions,  which  is  best  for 
us  all. 

The  President.  You  have  heard  the 
resolution  read  and  duly  seconded.  All 
in  favor  of  its  adoption  say  "aye." 

Resolution  unanimously  adopted. 
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The  Secretary  then  read  the  following 
amendments  to  the  by-laws  offered  by 
Dr.  Hatch,  as  follows,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted: 

BxsoLTKD,  That  in  Section  20,  the  word 
"nine"  in  the  first  line  shall  be  changed  to 
the  word  "ten,"  and  that  after  the  word 
'^aw"  in  the  seventh  line  shall  be  added  the 
words  "on  Scientific  Work." 

Also  that  a  new  section,  No.  28i,  shall  ba 
added,  as  follows: 

"The  Committee  on  Scientific  Work  shall 
during  each  year  conduct  some  scientific  work 
of  interest  to  the  society,  and  report  the  same 
At  each  annual  meeting.  The  committee  shall 
have  full  control  of  such  funds  as  are  now 
or  may  be  available  for  the  purpose,  and  one 
of  their  number  shall  act  as  treasurer  for  said 
fluids. 

"The  committee  may  at  their  discretion  pur- 
chase from  time  to  time  appliances  or  appar- 
atus needed  in  their  work,  such  appliances  or 
apparatus  to  be  the  property  of  the  State 
Society  and  to  be  turned  over  to  their  suc- 
cessors in  office." 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Dr.  BuRKHART^  chairman  of  the  Busi- 
ness Committee,  reported  that  the  first 
order  of  business  for  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion would  be  a  paper  by  Dr.  Rhein. 

Dr.  Stainton  then  read  a  notification 
to  the  society  that  he  would  recommend 
that  the  place  of  meeting  be  changed 
from  Albany  to  different  cities  in  the 
state,  as  follows: 

A.  Declaration  of  Purpose, 

I  wish  at  our  next  annual  meeting — if  I 
should  live  to  be  present — ^to  read  a  paper  on 
the  future  of  this  society,  in  which  paper  I 
shall  advocate  some  changes  in  the  conduct 
and  character  of  our  meetings,  so  as  to  in- 
crease the  attendance,  enhance  the  interest, 
and  place  this  society  in  a  more  fitting  posi- 
tion among  our  state  societies.  In  order  that 
my    purpose  may  be   plainly   anticipated,   I 


wish  to  include  now   some  of  the  proposed 
changes: 

First :  I  shall  urge  that  the  meeting  of  our 
society  in  1906  be  held  in  New  York  city, 
with  the  idea  that  several  successive  sessions 
may  be  held  there,  and  then  that  we  hold 
meetings  among  the  many  cities  of  this  state, 
such  as  Albany,  Saratoga,  Utica,  Syracuse, 
Binghamton,  Elmira,  Rochester,  Buffalo,  and 
Niagara  Falls.  The  constant  meeting  in  Al- 
bany fop  thirty-five  years  has  made  Albany 
no  longer  such  a  point  of  interest  as  a  new 
place  would  be,  and  we  are  no  longer  of  any 
help  to  Albany. 

Second:  I  shall  call  from  the  table  the 
plan  proposed  in  1901  for  just  representation, 
making  ten  or  the  major  fractions  of  ten  mem- 
bers the  basis  of  representation,  the  dues  for 
members  or  delegates  remaining  as  now. 

Third:  I  shall  urge  a  realization  of  these 
facts :  That  we  are  getting  no  such  attendance 
at  our  annual  gatherings  as  we  ought  to  have, 
and  that  we  cannot  secure  this  by  the  reading 
and  discussing  6f  papers  only,  no  matter  how 
able  and  interesting — papers  and  discussions 
which  every  dentist  in  the  state  can  read  for 
himself  in  his  easy  chair  by  his  own  fireside 
for  one  dollar  per  year.  That  we  must  in 
some  manner  make  our  meetings  of  such  in- 
terest that  our  dentists  shall  be  compelled  to 
come.  That  an  average  attendance  of  less 
than  two  per  cent,  of  the  dentists  in  this  state 
is  not  only  an  unpleasant  fact,  but  a  fact 
so  discreditable  that  we  cannot  afford  to 
longer  ignore  it.  That  we  make  the  poorest 
showing  in  this  respect  of  any  state  in  the 
Union,  when  we  should  make  about  the  best. 
That  the  fact  that  interest  and  attendance  can 
be  greatly  enhanced  by  clinics  and  exhibitions 
is  proved  all  over  the  country  many  times 
every  year,  and  proved  in  our  own  state  by 
some  of  our  district  societies  every  year. 
That  we  have  the  material,  the  means,  and 
the  opportunity  to  very  largely  increase  our 
attendance  in  the  next  few  years,  and  that  we 
must  do  this. 

These  are  among  the  chief  points  I  want 
to  discuss;  but  they  are  by  no  means  all. 
C.  W.  Stainton. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned  un- 
til 2  P.M. 
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FIRST  DAY— Afternoon  Session. 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at 
2.30  P.M.  by  the  President. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session 
were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  BuRKHART^  chairman  of  the  Busi- 
ness Committee,  announced  that  "the  pro- 
gram for  the  afternoon  session  would  be 
the  paper  by  Dr.  Rhein,  and  the  reports 
of  the  Correspondent  and  the  Committee 
on  Practice.  For  the  evening  session, 
papers  by  Drs.  Van  Woert  and  Sanger. 

Dr.  HoFiiEiNZ  asked  Dr.  Rhein  to  in- 
form the  society  of  the  action  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  on  the 
recognition  of  the  D.D.S.  degree  before 
reading  his  paper. 

Dr.  Rhein.  I  may  say  here  that  I 
have  just  returned  from  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation at  New  Orleans,  one  of  the  sec- 
tions of  which  is  the  Section  on  Stoma- 
tology. That  section  has  existed  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  has  been  working 
with  the  object  of  disseminating  among 
the  medical  men  a  proper  knowledge  of 
dental  matters.  We  all  know  how  many 
of  them  are  very  deficient  in  their  knowl- 
edge of  some  of  the  principles  that  we 
are  thoroughly  acquainted  with.  Our 
main  missionary  work  for  the  past 
twenty  years  has  been  to  endeavor  to  edu- 
cate them  in  the  principles  of  dentistry. 
The  work  of  our  section  has  been  pub- 
lished every  year  in  the  journal  of  the 
association;  it  has  received  a  great  deal 
of  very  favorable  comment,  and  has  very 
strongly  influenced  men  who  have  never 
had  the  opportunity  to  learn  much  about 
the  department  in  which  we  work. 

The  work  of  the  section  has  been  par- 
ticularly pleasing  this  year.  For  years 
we  havf  "  ^'ing  for  the  Medical 


Association  to  place  the  degree  of  D.D.S. 
in  such  a  position  that  it  would  be  held 
in  the  same  esteem  by  them  as  the  M.D. 
degree,  but  until  this  year  we  have  been 
unable  to  accomplish  this  end.  I  now 
have  the  pleasure  of  informing  the  mem- 
bers that  we  have  accomplished  that  for 
which  we  have  been  working  so  long. 
We  succeeded  in  having  the  constitutioD 
of  the  association  amended  so  that  here- 
after anyone  holding  the  degree  of 
D.D.S.  and  who  is  a  member  of  a  repu- 
table local  society  and  approved  by  the 
officers  of  the  section  has  the  privilege  of 
being  voted  on  for  membership  in  the 
association  with  all  the  privileges  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  any  other  member  of  the 
association.  It  is  virtually  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  equality  of  the  degree  of 
D.D.S.  with  that  of  M.D.,  and  I  feel  that 
we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves 
that  the  breach  between  the  two  profu- 
sions that  has  always  existed  has  to  a 
certain  extent  been  lessened. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Rhein  of  New  York  then 
read  his  paper  on  "The  Trained  Dental 
Nurse."    (See  page  56.) 

The  next  order  of  business  was  the 
Report  of  the  Correspondent,  by  Dr.  H. 
D.  Hatch,  New  York.     (See  page  47.) 

Report  accepted. 

On  motion  the  subject  was  passed,  and 
the  next  order  of  business  was  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Practice,  by  Dr.  A.  R.  Cooke,  Syracuse. 
(See  page  51.) 

On  motion  the  report  of  Dr.  Cooke 
was  accepted. 

Dr.  Hart,  chairman  of  Committee  on 
By-laws,  reported  that  the  bills  against 
the  society  had  been  audited  and  found 
correct.     (See  Treasurer's  report,  p.  6.) 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Burkhart,  the  re- 
port was  accepted  and  the  Treasurer  in- 
structed to  pay  the  bills. 

The  Committee  on  Law  then  made  the 
following  report: 

The  membera  of  the  Committee  on  Law  con- 
vened, with  Dre.  Carr  (chairman),  Cooke, 
Walker,  Freeman,  Jewell,  and  Proseus  pres- 
ent. 

Dr.  Proseus'  motion  No.  1,  referred  to  the 
committee,  was  withdrawn.  Dr.  Carr  recom- 
mending that  the  member  for  each  district 
prepare  cases  for  prosecution  in  his  jurisdic- 
tion. 

The  motion  No.  2  was  recommended  for 
favorable  report  to  the  society. 

No  other  business  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

William    Carb,    Chairman, 
Mybon  D.  Jewell, 
Fbedk.  W.  Proseus, 
A.  R.  Cooke, 
S.  A.  Freeman, 

Committee. 

The  following  bill  was  presented  by 
Dr.  F.  W.  Proseus,  and  was  referred  to 
the  By-laws  Committee,  who  submitted 
the  following  report : 

Xew   York  State  Dental  Society,  to  Sev- 
enth District  Dental  Societt,  Dr.: 

To  expenses  of  procuring  evidence 
and  bringing  cases  to  court  at  Ro- 
chester, N.  Y.,  in  1901:  Amount 
paid  by  Dr.  B.  S.  Hert  as  treas- 
urer of  the  prosecution  fund  of  the 
Seventh  District $77.10 

"  amoimt  paid  by  Drs.  Belcher,  Pro- 
seus, and  Sibley 26.50 

$103.60 

The  Committee  on  By-laws  presented 
the  following  report : 

The  CJommittee  on  By-laws  convened,  with 
Dr.  Hart  (chairman).  Dr.  Van  Vleck,  and 
Dr.  Proseus  present.  Bill  No.  1  and  the 
treasurer's  report  were  approved. 

We  the  undersigned  Committee  on  By-laws 


find  the  Treasurer's  books  and  accounts  cor- 
rect. 

JonN  I.  Hart,  Chairman, 
Chas.  K.  Van  Vleck, 
Fredk.  W.  Proseus, 

Committee. 

Motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  the  above 
bill. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  society  then  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  with 
the  following  result : 

President — R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Roches- 
ter. 

Vice-President — W.  J.  Turner,  Brook- 
lyn. 

Secretary — W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 

Treasurer — iC  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo. 

Correspondent — Ellison  Hillyer,  Brook- 
lyn. 

Nominations  from  the  district  socie- 
ties were  then  read  for  the  standing  com 
mittees,  as  follows : 

COMMITTEE   OF   ARRANGEMENTS. 

J.  L.  Appleton,  Albany. 

J.  W.  Hine,  Albany. 

F.  Messerschmitt,  Rochester. 

BUSINESS   COMMITTEE. 

H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 

F.  L.  Ames,  Albany. 

W.  H.  Johnston,  Brooklyn. 

PUBLICATION    COMMITTEE. 

W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 
Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn. 
C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo. 

BY-LAWS   COMMITTEE. 

J.  I.  Hart,  New  York  city. 
F.  W.  Proseus,  Rochester. 
C.  K.  Van  Vleck,  Hudson.. 
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COMMITTEE   ON   ETHICS. 

L.  Meisburger,  Buffalo. 
W.  W.  Smith,  Rochester. 
F.  W.  Low,  Buffalo. 

COMMITTEE   ON   PKACTICE. 

F.  W.  Low,  Buffalo. 

COMMITTEE   ON   NATIONAL   MUSEUM. 

S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo. 

COMMITTEE   ON   NECROLOGY. 

0.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady. 
W.  L.  Lansing,  Gloversville. 
J.  W.  Cowen,  Geneseo. 

COMMITTEE  ON  SCIENTIFIC  RESEARCH. 

H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York  city. 
J.  I.  Hart,  New  York  city. 
Wm.  Can,  New  York  city. 

COMMITTEE  TO  CONFER  WITH  THE  STATE 
BOARD  OF   CHARITIES. 

W.  C.  Deane,  New  York  City. 
F.  W.  Proseus,  Eochester. 
F.  L.  Ames,  Albany. 


The  following  were  elected 
Permanent  Members. 

First  District:  Wm.  Francis,  45  E. 
22d  St.,  New  York  city;  F.  L.  Stanton, 
35  W.  38th  St.,  New  York  city. 

Second  District:  H.  P.  Gould,  193 
Joralemon  st.,  Brooklyn;  J.  H.  Han- 
ning,  56  Pine  st..  New  York  city. 

Third  District:  G.  A.  SulUvan,  Al- 
bany; C.  E.  Allen,  Albany. 

Fourth  District:  C.  R.  Holt,  West- 
port;  E.  Doolittle,  Saratoga. 

Fifth  District:  John  C.  Benz,  Syra- 
cuse; Sheridan  Slocum,  Oswego. 

Sixth  District:  W.  C.  Dunne,  Nor- 
wich; Chas.  F.  Baylis,  Oneonta. 

Seventh  District:  C.  C.  Bachman, 
Waterloo;  Gladstone  (Joode,  Rochester. 

Eighth  District:  W.  J.  Leake,  Lock- 
port;  C.  E.  Wettlaufer,  Buffalo. 

The  society  then  adjourned  until  8 

P.M. 


FIRST  DAY— Evening:  Session. 


The  President  called  the  evening  ses- 
sion to  order  at  8  o'clock. 

The  minutes  of  the  pre\dous  session 
were  read  by  Dr.  C.  S.  Butler,  secretary 
pro  tern.,  and  approved. 

The  Business  Committee  announced 
that  at  the  morning  session  the  remain- 
ing papers  on  the  program  would  be  read. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J., 
then  read  a  paper  on  "Two  Crowns." 
(See  page  65.) 


On  motion  the  subject  was  passed,  and 
Dr.  F.  T.  Van  Woert^  Brooklyn,  gave 
an  illustrated  talk  on  the  'TJse  of  the 
Roentgen  Rays  in  Dentistry.  (See  page 
71.) 

The  President,  after  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  society  to  the  paper  of  Dr. 
Kirk  for  the  morning  session,  entitled 
"A  Contribution  to  the  Study  of  Metab- 
olism," declared  the  meeting  adjourned 
until  9  A.M.  Thursday. 
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SECOND  BAY— Momingr  Session. 


The  President  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  9  a.m. 

Dr.  BuRKHART  moved  that  the  society 
order  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  Secretary  (one  hundred  dollars) 
and  of  the  Treasurer  (fifty  dollars). 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  BuRKHART  moved  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  be  authorized  to  issue 
credentials  to  the  delegates  of  the  society 
to  the  National  Dental  Association 
meeting  in  July. 

Motion  carried. 

Dr.  BuRKHART  then  presented  a  reso- 
lution favoring  the  interchange  of  li- 
censes with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  society  authorize  the 
Board  of  Dental  Examiners  and  the  Regents 
to  enter  into  an  interchange  of  licenses  with 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  John  I.  Hart  then  oflPered  the 
following  resolution  regarding  the  Com- 
mittee on  Original  Research: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meet- 
ing that  our  Committee  on  Scientific  Research 
is  requested  to  obtain  such  assistance  as  they 
can  from  the  Rockefeller  Institute  of  Medical 
Research  of  New  York  city. 

Dr.  Hart's  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Appleton,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Arrangements,  then  made 
the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  committee  OF  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

We  have  engaged  this  room  for  our  meet- 
ing, with  the  agreement  with  the  hotel  people 
that  what  little  expense  we  should  have  as  a 
convention  should  be  paid  out  of  money  re- 
ceived from  exhibitors  and  the  balance  paid 
over  to  the  hotel. 


We  also  have  engaged  for  special  rates  at 
Hotel  Ten  Eyck — $2.00  with  one  in  room, 
$3.00  if  two  in  room,  $1.50  and  $2.50  at  Ten 
Eyck  Annex  per  day,  on  European  plan.  New 
Kenmore,  $1.50  if  one  in  room,  $2.50  if  two 
in  room,  with  bath. 

J.  L.  Afplktoit, 
J.  W.  HiNE, 
F.  MESSEBSCHMnr, 
Oommittee. 

The  report  was  accepted. 
Dr.   White   read  the  report   of   the 
Committee  on  Publication,  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON  PUBLICA- 
TION. 

Mb.  Pbesident  and  Gentubmbn, — ^The 
Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report: 

The  Transactions  for  1902  were  issued  in 
usual  form  and  646  copies  were  distributed  as 
follows:  To  the  First  District,  140  copies; 
Second  District,  135  copies;  Third  District, 
35  copies;  Fourth  District,  45  copies;  Fifth 
District,  51  copies;  Sixth  District,  60  copies; 
Seventh  District,  75  copies;  Eighth  District, 
105  copies.  In  several  instances  the  number 
of  copies  requested  could  not  be  supplied,  as 
the  number  of  copies  printed  would  not  per- 
mit your  committee  to  supply  the  various 
districts  with  more  copies  than  the  reported 
district  membership.  This,  however,  will  be 
obviated  another  year,  as  the  contract  for 
1903  calls  for  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
to  meet  the  demand.  Your  committee  regrets 
the  late  date  of  issue,  which  in  no  measure  is 
the  fault  of  the  committee.  The  publisher, 
whose  representative  is  here,  can  best  explain 
the  cause. 

Copies  were  also  sent  to  the  essayists;  to 
the  Board  of  Regents;  State  Library,  Albany 
Academy  of  Stomatology,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Surgeon-General's  office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Medical  Society  of  Kings  County,  Brooklyn 
International  Dental  Journal;  Items  of  In- 
terest; Dental  Digest;  American  Dental  Jour- 
nal; California  State  Dental   Society;   How- 
ard Dental  Library,  Boston,  and  to  several 

of  the  honorary  members.     ^^^^^T^ 
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In  connection  with  this  report  your  com- 
mittee begs  leave  to  present  for  your  approval 
the  following  contract  from  the  DentcU  Cos- 
mo8,  through  its  manager,  Mr.  R.  I.  Pearson, 
for  printing  the  Transactions  of  1903. 

(Signed)     W.  A.  White,  Chairman, 
William  Jabvie, 
W.  W.  Smith, 

Oommittee, 

[OONTBACT.] 

March  6,  1903. 
Db.  W.  a.  Wnmc,  Phelps,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  yours  of  recent  date 
relative  to  reporting  and  printing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  of  the  Dental  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  we  beg  leave  to 
Hubmit  the  following  for  your  consideration: 

**The  Dental  Cosmos  will  through  its  own 
stenographer  make  full  report  and  transcript 
of  the  proceedings,  and  furnish  to  the  secre- 
tary, or  whoever  may  be  designated  as  edi- 
tor thereof,  a  typewritten  copy  of  so  much  of 
it  as  pertains  strictly  to  the  business  trans- 
actions of  the  society,  together  with  similar 
copy  and  proofs  to  authors  of  papers  and  dis- 
cussions, and  will  also  agree  to  furnish  neces- 
sary illustration  for  such  as  may  appear  in 
its  pages;  all  other  illustration  to  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  society. 

"And  further,  to  furnish  without  cost  to 
the  Society  at  earliest  reasonable  and  possi- 
ble date  after  such  meeting  750  bound  copies 
of  the  entire  proceedings.  Any  copies  in  ex- 
cess of  this  number  to  be  charged  for  at 
printer's  cost.  The  arrangement  and  size  of 
the  pages  to  be  in  conformity  with  those  of 
the  Dental  Cosmos  as  now  printed.  In  re- 
turn for  which  the  Dental  Cosmos  to  have 
control  of  and  priority  in  their  publication 
until  such  time  as  they  are  delivered  to  the 
society  in  bound  form. 

"Very  truly, 
"Dental  Cosmos,  per  R.  I.  Pearson, 

'* Business  Manager.** 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Dr.  W.  A.  White,  the  Secretary,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY, 
Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — Reports 
from  all  the  district  societies  have  been  re- 
ceived, each  of  which  contains  a  gratifying 
reix)rt  regarding  tlie  meetinpa  held  and  the 
interest  manifested  by  the  nionibors.  The 
membership  of  each  has  greatly  increased  dur- 
ing -r. 


One  certificate  from  this  society  to  Uie 
American  Medical  Association  was  issued,  to 
Dr.  F.  L.  Fossume  of  New  York. 

Certificates  to  the  National  Dental  Asso- 
ciation were  issued  to  Drs.  W.  C.  Dean  and 
H.  D.  Hatch  of  New  York;  Ellison  Hillyer, 
Brooklyn;  F.  W.  Low,  Buffalo;  B.  S.  Hert 
and  F.  W.  Proseus,  Rochester;  H.  N.  Holmes, 
Canandaigua;  Creo.  A.  Englert,  CatskiU. 

Nearly  two  thousand  preliminary  and  regu- 
lar notices  of  this  meeting  have  been  issued; 
a  notice  also  appeared  in  the  March,  April, 
and  May  issues  of  the  Items  of  Interest  and 
Dental  Cosmos. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  A.  White,  Secretary. 

The  following  resolution  regarding  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  Council  was  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  H.  J.  Burkhart  : 

Resolved,  That  an  Executive  Council  shall 
have  full  charge  of  all  the  business  matters 
of  the  society  during  the  annual  meeting,  and 
shall  consist  of  ten  members,  one  member  to 
be  elected  from  each  district  as  herein  pro- 
vided, of  which  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  society  shall  be  ex  officio  members,  and 
assume  respectively  these  official  positions  in 
the  Council. 

At  the  first  election  of  the  society  held  after 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  each  delega- 
tion from  the  district  societies  shall  nominate 
one  councillor,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be 
determined  by  lot  subsequent  to  the  election, 
two  serving  for  one  year,  two  for  two  years, 
two  for  three  years,  and  two  for  four  years 
respectively,  or  until  their  successors  are  duly 
chosen. 

At  each  subsequent  annual  election  two 
councillors  shall  be  elected  to  serve  for  four 
years,  together  with  any  required  to  fill  vacan- 
cies. 

The  Council  shall  convene  on  the  morning 
of  the  first  day  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
society  at  nine  o'clock  to  receive  reports  of 
officers  and  committees,  and  for  the  trans- 
action of  any  and  all  business  connected  with 
the  society  which  may  be  brought  before  it — 
election  of  officers,  of  Examiners,  permanent 
members,  members  of  Executive  Council,  mem- 
bers of  Law  and  Legislative  Committees — and 
it  shall  meet  from  time  to  time  until  final 

adjournment.  ^  t 
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The  sessions  of  the  Council  shall  be  public, 
and  members  of  the  society  may  be  heard  on 
any  matter  under  consideration. 

Five  councillors  shall  be  requisite  to  form 
a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business,  but 
a  smaller  number  may  meet  and  adjourn  from 
time  to  time. 

All  matters  of  business  coming  before  the 
society  shall  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council  without  debate. 

The  Executive  Council  shall  report  to  the 
society  at  each  session  their  proceedings  for 
ratification  or  rejection  without  debate. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

REPORT   OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE 

COM]VnTTEE  OX  SCIENTIFIC 

RESEARCH. 

(With  Repobt  of  CoMMnrEE  in  Charge  of 
THE  "Scientific  Reseabch  Fund,"  raised 

BY  subscription  LAST  YEAR.) 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen. — ^The  first 
move  on  the  part  of  your  Treasurer  upon 
reaching  home  last  year  was  to  get  out  bill- 
heads for  the  collection  of  the  pledges.  These 
were  all  sent  out  in  the  spring  and  again  in 
October.  The  amount  is  now  nearly  all  paid 
in.  Of  the  original  subscription,  $915  has 
been  paid. 

The  stenographer's  list  gave  Dr.  W.  A. 
Campbell's  subscription  as  $25,  whereas  it 
was  but  $10,  which  he  promptly  paid  on 
receipt  of  a  corrected  bill.  This  reduced  the 
footing  from  $1006  to  $990.  Subtracting  the 
amount  paid  leaves  $75  still  due.  Those  in 
arrears  are  nearly  all  in  the  $5  class.  I  will 
leave  the  names  with  the  secretary,  not  wish- 
ing to  read  them  unless  the  society  demands 
it. 

An  effort  was  made  also  to  reach  those 
members  who  were  not  present  last  year,  by 
sending  out  a  circular  letter  and  reprint, 
asking  for  their  subscription.  From  this 
source  $40  was  added  to  the  fund,  the  names 
of  the   donors   being — 

Dr.  S.  L.  Freeman,  New  York  city $10.00 

"   V.  H.  Jackson,     "        "      "     . . . .       5.00 

"   F.  F.  Hawkins,  Troy 10.00 

"   A.  R.  Starr,  New  York  city 10.00 

"   W.  E.  Hoog,    "        "       "     5.00 

Total   $40.00 


This  added  to  the  amount  paid  on  the  origi- 
nal subscription,  makes — 

Total  received  $955.00 

Interest,  paid  July  1st  and  Jan.  1st..       8.04 

Total   $963.04 

There  has  been  paid  out — 
Postage,     printing,     typewriting,     ex- 
change on  checks,  and  incidentals . .     32.22 

Leaving  balance  on  hand $930.82 

This  was  deposited  in  the  Fifth  Avenue 
Trust  Company  as  it  was  received,  and  dre\N 
2  per  cent,  after  the  amount  reached  $500 
( from  June  9th ) . 

During  the  summer,  realizing  the  uncer 
tainty  of  human  life  and  wishing  to  makt 
things  sure,  I  had  our  society's  treasurer,  Dr. 
Stainton,  of  Buffalo,  made  a  joint  depositor, 
so  that,  as  the  fund  now  lies,  he  could  draw 
upon  it  if  necessary. 

If  the  society  passes  the  amendment  to  the 
by-laws  which  will  be  introduced,  providing 
for  a  standing  committee  on  scientific  work, 
with  one  of  their  number  as  treasurer,  such 
an  arrangement  will  be  unnecessary.* 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  Correspondent's  re- 
port just  read  that  much  of  our  time  and 
energy  during  the  past  year  was  spent  upon 
efforts  to  enlarge  the  fimd  and  to  induce  othei 
states  to  co-operate  with  us. 

No  other  state  society  raised  a  fund,  how- 
ever (except  Tennessee,  which  voted  a  small 
amount  to  defray  incidental  expenses). 
Neither  has  our  fund  or  any  part  of  it  been 
asked  for  as  a  requisite  for  a  grant  from  the 
Carnegie  Institution.  So  that  we  are  now  at 
liberty  to  spend  our  money  in  our  own  way 
upon  work  decided  upon  by  a  committee  of 
your  choosing. 

The  present  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  first  work  undertaken  should  be 
along  the  lines  of  analyses  of  the  most  gener- 
ally used  cements  and  amalgam  alloys,  to- 
gether with  work  done  to  ascertain  their 
physical  properties,  such  as  shrinkage  or 
expansion,  resistance  to  crushing  force,  etc. 

For  this  purpose  certain  instruments  and 
appliances  will  be  needed,  and  should  be  pur- 
chased by  the  committee  and  turned  over  to 
their  successors  as  property  of  the  State 
Society. 

We  are  well  aware  that  in  certain  circles 

•This   amendment   was    passed. 
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such  work  will  be  spoken  of  as  not  being 
scientific  research,  and  indeed  it  will  not  com- 
pare with  the  original  work  done  by  our  few 
great  investigators ;  but  it  will  be  work  which 
the  profession  needs,  and  the  information  ob- 
tained will  scarcely  be  gotten  any  other  way. 

What  we  propose  to  find  out,  the  manu- 
facturers already  know  but  for  obvious  rea- 
sons they  do  not  make  known  to  us,  and  the 
half  truths  divulged  are  apt  to  be  misleading. 
It  is  the  hope  of  your  committee  that  such 
another  wave  of  disappointment  and  chagrin 
as  followed  the  advent  of  a  recent  new  cement 
will  be  obviated  by  the  proper  application  of 
such  a  fund  as  this. 

There  is  also  other  much-needed  work,  such 
as  the  testing  of  the  various  porcelain  bodies 
to  ascertain  their  relative  strength,  together 
with  the  conditions  of  cooling  most  conducive 
to  their  endurance. 

In  short,   the  work   of  such   a  committee 

should  be  the  drudgery  of  scientific  work,  and 

the  work   left  undone  or  unfinished  by   the 

individual   investigators.     Our  motto  should 

be— 

"With  malice  toward  none. 

With  charity  toward  all," 
considering  only  the  interest  of  truth. 
(Signed)  Henry  D.  Hatch, 

Treas.  and  Chairman  of  Committee, 
Henby  D.  Hatch, 
John  I.  Hart, 
Wm.  Carr, 

Committee, 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  CON- 
FER WITH  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
CHARITY. 

New  York,  June  12,  1903. 
My  dear  Dr.  White, — The  committee  re- 
spectively reports  that  four  hundred  circulars 
have  been  mailed,  with  an  inclosed  reprint  by 
Dr.  Wm.  Carr  published  in  the  Medical  Critic, 
to  the  several  hospitals  and  penal  institutions 


and  asylums  throughout  the  state;  in  i 
to  which  only  one  reply  was  received. 

Your  committee  hopes  to  advise  some  pltn 
during  the  coming  year  to  bring  about  the 
appointment  of  dental  surgeons  in  the  public 
institutions. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  C.  Drake. 

[INCLOSUSE.] 

The  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  recognizing  the  need  for  dental  service 
in  the  charitable  institutions  for  sanitation, 
as  humanitarian,  for  the  health  and  moral 
good  of  inmates,  respectfully  submit,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
necessity  for  such  service. 

Having  petitioned  the  Commissioners  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charities  and  Penal  Institu- 
tions for  a  provision  for  dental  service  in  the 
institutions  imder  their  supervision,  and  hav- 
ing received  encouraging  indorsement  of  the 
great  benefit  to  be  derived  from  such  service, 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  superin- 
tendent   petition    the    State    Commission   of 
Charities  for  the  services  of  a  dental  surgeon. 
W.  C.  Deane, 
F.  LeGrand  Ames, 
F.  W.  Pboseus. 

The  next  order  of  business  was  a  paper 
by  Dr.  E.  C.  Kirk,  Philadelphia,  on  ''A 
Contribution  to  the  Study  of  Metabo- 
lism." (See  page  73.) 

Dr.  HoFHEiNZ  then  extended  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Dr.  Kirk  on  the  part  of  the 
society  for  his  able  paper,  and  for  his 
attendance  at  the  meeting. 

No  other  business  coming  before  the 
society,  motion  to  adjourn  until  the  next 
annual  meeting  was  made  and  carried. 
W.  A.  WHITE, 

Secretary. 
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PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS. 


Br  R.  H.  HOFHBINZ,  D.D.S.,  Rooliester,  N.   Y. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  Dental  Society 
OF  the  State  op  New  York:  It 
becomes  the  painful  duty  of  your 
president,  before  entering  upon  the 
usual  routine  of  the  annual  address,  to 
speak  of  four  former  members  of  this 
society  who  have  passed  into  the  land 
wherefrom  no  wanderer  has  ever  re- 
turned. 

June  2,  1902,  died  Dr.  Orville  E.  Hill 
of  Brooklyn,  a  man  of  Alpine  ruggedness 
and  truthfulness.  He  was  president  of 
the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1881-82.  Though  at  all  times 
aggressive  when  he  believed  himself 
right,  he  was  a  generous  foe. 

December  31,  1902,  died  Dr.  Charles 
F.  Howell  of  Rochester,  a  man  of  excel- 
lent qualities  and  great  promise. 

March  17, 1903,  died  Dr.  W.A.  Camp- 
bell of  Brooklyn,  a  man  devoted  to  his 
profession  with  heart  and  soul. 

March  30,  1903,  died  Dr.  Stewart  B. 
Palmer  of  Syracuse.  He  was  a  powerful 
individuality.  For  over  half  a  century 
he  was  a  brilliant  example  of  professional 
energy,  truth,  integrity,  and  an  unfalter- 
ing belief  in  his  own  scientific  researches. 
The  future  may  question  the  correctness 
of  his  theories,  but  it  cannot  question 
the  greatness  of  the  man.  He  will  for- 
ever remain  one  of  the  beacon  lights  of 
the  dental  profession,  and  his  memory 


among  the  present  members  of  this  so- 
ciety, who  had  the  good  fortune  to  know 
him  personally,  will  remain  one  of  the 
dearest  and  most  inspiring. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  will 
draft  suitable  resolutions  in  memory  of 
the  four  noble  dead. 

One  of  the  annual  duties  of  the  presi- 
dent of  this  society  is  to  report  on  the 
work  done  in  the  past  year  by  the  several 
district  societies.  If  my  health  had  per- 
mitted I  should  have  visited  most  of  the 
districts,  but  alas!  there  are  limitations 
to  our  mortal  self. 

The  increased  membership  of  each  of 
the  eight  districts  is  a  better  proof  of 
their  well-being  than  any  other  possible 
statistic  compilation  or  personal  observa- 
tion. 

The  district  membership  has  risen  to 
the  numbers  following  (reports  of  May 
1903) :  First,  144;  Second,  142;  Third, 
43;  Fourth,  49;  Fifth,  50;  Sixth,  69; 
Seventh,  78;  Eighth,  103.     Total,  678. 

The  State  Society  itself  shows  only  a 
membership  of  120,  having  been  numeri- 
cally surpassed  by  the  first  and  second 
districts. 

The  change  of  accepting  members  on 
a  different  basis  than  in  former  years 
has  worked  well.  The  fact,  however,  that 
of  678  members  of  the  eight  district  so- 
cieties only  120  are  members  of  the  State 

•'  uigiiizea  Dy  vjv^v^;ii%: 


44 


TRANSACTIONS   OF   THE   DENTAL   SOCIETY 


Society  is  evidence  that  a  still  greater 
liberality  of  admitting  members  annu- 
ally from  the  district  societies  to  the 
parental  one  would  be  desirable. 

The  State  Society  should  show  the 
greatest  number  of  members  and  do  the 
best  work.  It  has  at  times  seemed  to  me 
as  if  the  old  spirit  of  energy  and  intellec- 
tual aggressiveness  had  changed  some- 
what. .The  attendance  from  some  dis- 
tricts has  not  been  as  great  as  it  should 
have  been.  The  State  Society  can  in 
nowise  afford  to  lag  into  a  state  of  serene 
placidity.  It  must  remain  the  command- 
ing figure  of  all  the  groups  which  make 
up  the  dental  societies  of  the  state. 

It  is  possible  that  the  days  of  our  meet- 
ing have  some  bearing  on  the  occasional 
lack  of  attendance.  The  present  meet- 
ing-days necessitate  the  breaking  up  of 
almost  an  entire  week.  I  would  there- 
fore recommend  a  change  to  the  first  or 
last  two  days  of  the  week.  It  would  be  a 
change  much  appreciated  by  many  of 
our  members. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  previous 
presiding  officers  of  this  society,  and  it  is 
my  own,  that  too  much  of  the  time  of 
our  meeting  is  consumed  by  routine  busi- 
ness and  display  of  parliamentary  elo- 
quence. I  therefore  join  my  predecessors 
in  once  more  recommending  the  refer- 
ence of  all  business  transactions  to  an 
Executive  Council  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  district,  the  final  vote 
only  to  be  left  to  the  society  on  such 
questions  as  the  committee  would  recom- 
mend for  consideration. 

I  have  carefully  noted  the  result  of 
this  plan  at  the  last  National  meeting  at 
iN'iagara  Falls.  It  worked  well  for  the 
intellectual  benefit  of  the  society.  It  left 
almost  all  the  time  for  the  reading  and 
disciiocinTi  nf  papers — which,  after  all,  is 
or  most  prominent  feature. 


A  recommendation  which  has  been 
made  by  some  of  my  predecessors,  but 
which  has  never  found  grace  either  with 
the  business  committee  or  the  society  at 
large,  is  that  of  clinics.  Clinics  to  a 
large  number  of  the  profession  are  like 
sceneries  of  a  theatrical  play.  They 
often  receive  the  greatest  applause  when 
the  Shakespearean  monologue  is  looked 
upon  as  self-understood. 

All  the  gentlemen  I  met  who  attended 
the  Chicago  Odontographic  Society  meet- 
ing first  spoke  with  enthusiasm  of  the 
number  of  clinics,  and  then  said  that  it 
was  a  good  meeting.  A  large  number  of 
men  will  only  attend  a  meeting  if  it  has 
clinics.  They  are  not  looking  upon  the 
intellectual  feast  an  essayist  expects  to 
present  to  their  minds  as  the  main  attrac- 
tion. They  want  the  digested  food  which 
expresses  itself  to  them  in  the  exhibition 
of  clinical  teaching. 

These  men  should  be  attracted  to  our 
meetings  and  should  be  taught  that  the 
manual  dexterity  of  the  dentist  is  only  a 
great  factor  in  his  success  when  com- 
bined with  that  intelligent  companion- 
ship which  expresses  itself  in  a  scienti- 
fically clear  and  concise  method  of  think- 
ing. Though  clinical  observations  do  not 
constitute  a  science,  the  clinical  results 
must  tell  whether  science  is  right  or 
wrong  in  its  practical  application. 

It  is  the  same  as  with  reason  and  judg- 
ment, of  which  Goethe  says :  "The  rea- 
son has  to  do  with  things  in  the  process 
of  evolution,  judgment  with  things 
evolved.  The  one  does  not  vex  itself 
with  the  question,  For  what  purpose? 
The  other  does  not  ask.  From  what 
source?  The  one  rejoices  in  the  discov- 
ery of  a  cause,  the  other  in  the  applica- 
tion of  a  result."  Let  us  endeavor  to 
combine  the  two  into  one  great  attrac- 
tion for  our  meeting. 
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One  of  the  proudest  and  greatest 
achievements  of  the  Dental  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York  was  its  collection 
within  one-half  hour  of  $1000,  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  original  dental  scien- 
tific investigation.  The  suggestion,  orig- 
inally made  by  Dr.  Kells  of  New  Orleans, 
editorially  approved  by  Dr.  Kirk,  and 
advocated  by  numerous  members  of  this 
society,  has  found  a  practical  and  sub- 
stantial expression.  The  subscription 
was  the  outcome  of  the  report;  of  Dr.  H. 
D.  Hatch,  our  able  correspondent.  His 
coming  report  will  be  looked  forward  to 
with  much  interest. 

One  thousand  dollars  in  this  age  of 
billion-dollar  companies  is  but  a  small 
amount  of  money,  but  it  represents  in- 
finitely more  in  quality  than  in  quantity. 
It  will  show  other  professions,  and  the 
public,  that  we  are  willing  to  bring  a 
personal  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  our  in- 
tellectual betterment,  and  it  will  and 
must  become  a  stimulus  to  other  societies 
to  do  likewise,  and  it  may  thus  prove  the 
nucleus  of  a  grand  and  far-embracing 
investment. 

For  years  we  have  fought  for  the  rec- 
ognition of  our  diplomas  in  foreign  coun- 
tries; we  have  accused  them  of  national 
narrow-mindedness  and  professional  jin- 
goism ;  and  yet  if  any  of  our  New  York 
state  graduates  wish  to  practice  in  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  his  diploma 
is  only  recognized  after  conforming  to 
the  views  of  another  state  examining 
board,  which  compels  professional  intel- 
ligence to  be  judged  without  the  proper 
broadness. 

Why  should  foreign  countries  accept 
our  diplomas  as  passports  of  our  profes- 
sional intelUgence,  if  we  do  not  trust 
each  other?  To  quote  Wilkie  Collins: 
"Put  yourself  in  his  place.'^  They  are 
certainly  under  much  less  moral  obliga- 


tions to  our  educational  views  than  one 
state  of  the  Union  is  to  another. 

I  would  recommend  to  our  Law  Com- 
mittee that  it  make  an  eflPort  to  bring 
about  an  interchange  of  the  state  licenses 
with  those  states  whose  requirements  for 
matriculatipn  are  the  highest  and  nearest 
to  our  own.  Its  accomplishment  could 
only  have  a  beneficial  influence  upon  for- 
eign countries,  broaden  our  professional 
conception,  and  compel  the  rest  of  the 
states  to  come  into  line  with  the  neces- 
sary entrance  requirements. 

One  of  the  usual  and  saddest  topics 
the  presidents  of  this  society  have  battled 
with  in  their  annual  addresses  is  the  in- 
creased tendency  to  unethical  conduct 
which  finds  its  most  frequent  expression 
in  illegitimate  advertising.  At  numerous 
meetings  I  have  listened  to  all  sorts  of 
remedies  against  this  ever-ijicreasing  evil. 
Many  have  laid  the  cause  at  the  doors  of 
the  colleges;  it  has  always  been  diflScult 
for  me  to  see  the  quiestion  in  that  light. 
Be  the  cause  what  it  may,  the  fact  re- 
mains and  the  remedy  is  missing.  I  have 
given  the  matter  much  thought,  both  as 
a  member  of  this  society  and  as  a  teacher. 
All  counter  eflforts  thus  far  employed 
have  proved  in  vain.  The  fact  that  den- 
tal societies  have  ostracized  these  unethi- 
cal members  has  not  prevented  some  of 
our  best  people  from  patronizing  them. 
The  moral  chastisement  has  been  lost 
on  all.  There  remains  nothing  else,  in 
order  to  stop  this  ever-increasing  calam- 
ity, but  the  law.  Dr.  Ames  has  in  one  of 
his  addresses  recommended  its  employ- 
ment. It  was  deemed  unconstitutional. 
England  has  a  law  to  this  effect,  and  it 
reads  something  like  this  (from  H.  Len- 
malm's  ^Tlistory  and  Review  of  Den- 
tistry'') : 

**The  General  Council  shall  cause  to 
be  erased  from  the  dentists'  register  any 
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entry  which  has  been  incorrectly  or 
fraudulently  made. 

'^here  a  person  has  been  convicted 
either  in  Her  Majesty^s  dominions  or 
elsewhere,  of  an  oflEense  which  if  com- 
mitted in  England  would  be  felony  or 
misdemeanor,  or  has  been  guilty  of  any 
infamous  or  disgraceful  conduct  in  a  pro- 
fessional respect,  that  person  shall  be 
liable  to  have  his  name  erased  from  the 
register. 

"Any  name  erased  from  the  register 
in  pursuance  of  this  section  shall  also  be 
erased  from  the  list  of  licentiates  in  den- 
tal surgery  or  dentistry  of  the  medical 
authority  of  which  such  person  is  a  licen- 
tiate." 

Gentlemen,  is  there  anything  more  in- 
famous or  disgraceful  than  such  adver- 
tising as  disgraces  our  American  streets 
and  houses?  England  has  recognized 
that  the  colleges  are  not  to  blame  for  the 
moral  deficiency  of  man,  but  the  individ- 
uals themselves,  and  has  made  laws  to 
reach  the  individual.  If  the  passage  of 
a  similar  law  is  unconstitutional  in  this 
country,  there  still  seems  to  be  some  other 
legal  possibility.  The  colleges  can  be  em- 
powered by  law  to  demand  a  relinquish- 
ment of  the  diploma  of  any  holder  there- 
of who  engages  in  any  such  unethical 
conduct  as  he  has  vowed  not  to  engage  in 
before  the  diploma  was  granted.  The 
granting  of  any  diploma  should  depend 
upon  the  student's  readiness  to  morally 
and  legally  bind  himself  to  the  rules  con- 
nected with  its  acceptance. 

I  am  not  sure  whether  this  might  not 
also  be  unconstitutional.  I  have  asked 
advice  of  legal  talent,  and  they  believe  in 
the  feasibility  of  my  suggestion.  At  any 
rate  this  question  is  so  important  that 
the  Law  Committee  should  thoroughly 


investigate  it.  If  also  found  imconstitu- 
tional,  it  would  take  away  the  only 
weapon  I  can  at  present  see  with  which 
to  combat  this  evil,  until  the  general  edu- 
cation of  man  instills  a  diflPerent  degree 
of  moral  conception. 

If  found  legal  and  practical,  it  will  do 
away  with  the  ulcer  that  is  eating  into 
the  flesh  of  our  profession.  It  will  do 
away  with  the  degrading  influence  ex- 
erted upon  our  scientific  calling  by  this 
unfortunate  commercializing  of  the  pro- 
fession— and  I  believe  it  exists  more  in 
our  profession  than  in  any  other — and 
which  impairs  and  threatens  to  destroy 
the  meaning  and  importance  of  the  pro- 
fessional individuality.  Men  would  thus 
not  only  become  mere  machines,  but 
minute  parts  of  great  machines.  The 
inspiration  to  the  individual  would  van- 
ish, the  reward  for  individual  accom- 
plishments would  disappear. 

We  should  use  every  influence  and 
means  to  prevent  the  sinking  of  the  in- 
dividuality into  the  chaos  of  the  general 
whole.  It  is  this  very  individuality  that 
forms  the  distinctive  feature  of  profes- 
sional life — ^that  forms  the  bas-relief  of 
our  professional  career. 

Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  honor 
you  have  conferred  upon  me  by  choosing 
me  as  your  presiding  oflScer.  Among  the 
few  qualifications  nature  has  bestowed 
upon  me,  that  of  parliamentary  ability  is 
one  of  the  very  least.  What  I  lack  for 
my  transitory  life  as  president  of  this 
great  society  I  will  endeavor  to  supple- 
ment by  an  earnest  effort  to  do  my  best, 
and  by  such  enthusiasm  as  has  always 
accompanied  me  in  anything  pertaining 
to  a  profession  which  I  love,  and  a  so- 
ciety of  whose  membership  and  of  whose 
honors  bestowed  upon  me  I  will  forever 
be  proud. 
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CORRESPONDENT'S  REPORT. 


Br  HBNRY   D.   HATCH,   D.D.S.,   Correspondent. 


MR.  President  and  Gentlemen: 
Otir  by-laws  say  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Correspondent  "to  open 
communication  with  dental,  medical,  and 
scientific  societies,  and  with  eminent 
dentists,  physicians,  and  scientists  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  and  report  annually  to 
this  society. 

As  your  Correspondent,  my  zeal,  to- 
gether with  your  hearty  support  and  en- 
couragement, has  perhaps  led  me  a  little 
beyond  the  sphere  described  above.  Some 
of  the  following  matter  originated  with 
your  Correspondent,  whilst  other  parts 
are  the  report  of  your  conmiittee  ap- 
pointed to  further  the  Carnegie  Institu- 
tion afiiliation  plan.  So  that  the  word 
"we''  occurring  here  is  sometimes  used  in 
the  editorial  sense  and  sometimes  means 
the  conmiittee,  of  which  Dr.  Carr  and 
Dr.  John  I.  Hart  are  the  other  members. 

As  appeared  by  our  report  last  year 
we  were  anxious  to  see  the  movement  as- 
sume a  national  character,  and  while  pre- 
paring the  letter  given  below,  which  was 
sent  to  every  state  society  in  the  Union, 
we  were  encouraged  by  the  editorial  com- 
ment of  Dr.  Ottolengui  in  the  Items  of 
Interest  for  June  1902,  where  he  said 
among  other  things,  ^Thus  far  the  fund 
is  the  private  enterprise  of  the  New  York 
Society,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 
committee  in  whose  care  it  has  been 


placed  would  be  glad  to  co-operate  with 
other  societies  who  might  be  willing  to 
contribute.  This  method  of  raising 
money  is  so  simple,  and  so  quickly  suc- 
ceeded at  the  Albany  meeting,  that  we 
seriously  suggest  that  the  same  plan  be 
adopted  at  every  state  society  meeting 
throughout  the  summer,  and  that  the 
sums  so  raised  be  finally  added  together 
as  a  single  fimd,  controlled  by  a  conmiit- 
tee composed  of  one  representative  from 
each  society.'' 

The  following  is  the  letter  which  was 
addressed  to  the  president  and  secretary 
of  each  state  dental  society : 

To  THE  PBESmSNT  AlfD  SbOBBTABT  OF  

State  Dental  Socnsrr: 

Dear  Sirs, — ^At  the  May  meeting  of  the  Den- 
tal Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
"Correspondent"  presented  to  the  society  a 
report,,  in  which  it  was  urged  that  the  time 
had  come  when  financial  aid  and  the  co-opera- 
tion of  other  scientific  bodies  was  a  necessity 
to  the  advancement  of  our  profession  along 
the  lines  of  pure  and  applied  science. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  our  needs  seemed 
to  be  fully  met  by  the  purposes  of  the  Carne- 
gie Institution  at  Washington,  D.  C,  applica- 
tion having  been  already  made  for  aid  and 
co-operation  from  that  institution. 

Pending  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Institution  in  the 
autumn,  a  committee  was  appointed  by  our 
society  (and  a  fund  raised  by  subscription) 
to  further  the  work,  and  to  undertake  scien- 
tific research. 

Will  you  kindly  consider  the  matter  at 
your  society  meeting,  and  appoint  a  commit- 
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tee  (with  a  fund  if  possible)  who  might  co- 
operate with  our  committee  for  the  further- 
ance of  this  very  desirable  end. 

The  state  committees  could  all  work  to- 
gether in  connection  with  a  national  commit- 
tee^  and  in  that  way  make  the  work  symmetri- 
cal as  well  as  national  in  its  scope. 

Also  please  consider  the  advisability  of 
creating  in  your  state  society  a  permanent 
committee  on  "Scientific  Work  or  Research." 

Kindly  favor  me  with  your  opinion  and  ad- 
vise me  of  any  action  taken  by  your  society. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
Henbt  D.  Hatch,  Correspondent, 

and  Chairman  of  Committee, 

Owin^  to  the  delay  in  getting  the  ad- 
vance sheets  printed,  this  letter  was  not 
sent  until  after  the  June  meetings  of 
many  of  the  state  societies. 

As  it  was,  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  nine  states  responded  cordially  to  the 
letter,  the  following  appointing  com- 
mittees : 

District  of  Columbia — Drs.  Wms.  Donnally, 
M.  F.  Finley,  and  H.  C.  Thompson. 

Ohio— Drs.  J.  R.  Callahan,  L.  E.  Custer, 
and  J.  T.  Stephen. 

New  Jersey — Drs.  C.  A.  Meeker  and  C.  S. 
Stockton. 

Rhode  Island— J>TB,  Henry  W.  Gillett,  W. 
P.  Church,  and  D.  F.  Keefe. 

Tennessee— Dtb.  L.  G.  Noel,  H.  A.  Holder, 
and  J.  D.  Towner. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Dental 
Association  at  Niagara,  the  president 
brought  this  matter  up  in  his  annual  ad- 
dress, recommending  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  three  from  that  body. 
The  committee  on  the  president's  ad- 
dress, as  well  as  our  state  committee,  act- 
ing in  conjunction  with  the  other  state 
committees  present,  submitted  resolu- 
tions favorable  to  the  appointment  of 
such  a  committee.  The  appointees  of 
President  Libbey  on  this  committee  are 
Dr.  Holly  Smith,  Dr.  Wm.  Can,  and 
Dr.  Wilbur  Litch,  chairman. 

To  the  hands  of  this  able  committee 


our  committee  have  expressed  themselves 
willing  to  leave  the  entire  matter. 

Your  Correspondent  acquainted  the 
chairman  of  each  state  committee  with 
the  above  facts,  adding:  "Our  state  com- 
mittee has  signified  its  willingness  to 
leave  the  entire  matter  in  the  hands  of 
the  National  committee.  It  would  seem 
best,  however,  to  maintain  our  state  com- 
mittee, so  as  to  have  someone  in  author- 
ity in  each  state,  in  case  the  National 
committee  wished  to  confer  with  them, 
or  in  case  the  trustees  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  aid  us.  Then  your  com- 
mittee, as  a  conunittee  on  scientific  work, 
could  act  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
state  committees,  thereby  insuring  co- 
operation along  important  lines  of  scien- 
tific research,  while  avoiding  unnecessary 
duplication  of  work." 

To  those  who  have  followed  the  move- 
ments of  the  Carnegie  Institution,  it  is 
known  that  those  in  charge  of  that  great 
fund  have  proved  themselves  to  be  very 
conservative  and  cautious — so  much  so, 
in  fact,  that  they  have  been  severely 
criticized  in  some  circles,  and  when  in  a 
recent  manifesto  President  Gillman  as- 
serted that  as  medical  research  had  been 
otherwise  provided  for  (evidently  mean- 
ing the  Rockefeller  Institute  for  Medi- 
cal Research),  it — a  medical  research — 
would  not  be  included,  in  the  Carnegie 
Institution  work,  we  feared  our  project 
was  doomed. 

But  a  recent  letter  from  Dr.  Litch  is 
very  encouraging,  saying  in  effect  that 
progress  is  being  made,  that  the  presi- 
dent is  interested,  and  that  it  will  rest 
largely  with  our  profession  as  to  whether 
a  man  can  be  found  who  will  fulfill  the 
exacting  conditions  imposed  by  the  in- 
stitution. 

We  are  confident  that  our  professioji 
will  reach  to  the  mark  set  for  it,  feeling 
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sure  that  if  an  opening  wedge  is  once  in- 
serted, and  our  profession  recognized  as 


a  scientific  class,  other  grants  and  facili- 
ties will  be  offered  us. 


DISCUSSION, 


Dr.  John  I.  Hart,  New  York.  I  am 
sure  that  the  consensus  of  opinion  of 
those  who  understand  what  Dr.  Hatch 
has  done  will  be  that  he  has  built  well. 
The  enthusiasm  developed  at  the  last 
meeting  of  this  society  was  of  a  character 
bound  to  lead  to  permanent  results.  That 
enthusiasm  traveled  from  this  meeting 
to  the  National,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
energy  of  Dr.  Hatch,  supplemented  by 
the  National  committee,  will  bear  fruit, 
and  when  the  National  meets  and  we 
listen  to  the  report  from  Dr.  Litch  we 
will  all  feel  proud  that  this  society  has 
put  this  project  on  a  practical  footing. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Ehein,  New  York.  The  so- 
ciety certainly  has  occasion  to  be  proud 
of  the  result  of  the  appeal  that  was  made 
here  last  year  for  subscriptions  to  this 
fund,  and  the  report  that  we  have  just 
listened  to  is  a  clear  indication  that  the 
work  is  proceeding  in  a  slow  and  sure 
manner.  There  is  no  question  that  it  is 
necessary  for  a  permanent  committee  to 
be  put  in  charge  of  this  matter,  and  that 
there  is  considerable  work  for  such  a 
committee  to  undertake.  That  such  ac- 
tion meets  with  the  approval  of  the  so- 
ciety is  evident  from  the  contributions  so 
freely  given  last  year.  It  is  somewhat 
disappointing  that  the  committee  has  not 
been  able  to  increase  this  amount  from 
the  members  of  the  profession  through- 
out the  state.  I  am  confident,  however, 
that  as  soon  as  some  practical  work  is 
done,  the  committee  may  enter  an  appeal 
to  the  different  members  of  the  profes- 


sion with  the  result  that  the  work  can 
proceed  with  all  the  facility  that  a  large 
bank  account  will  give  to  it. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo.  It  was 
comparatively  easy  to  raise  the  fund,  but 
the  work  comes  in  developing  plans 
for  the  proper  use  of  the  fund.  There  is 
nothing  visionary  about  this  thing;  it  is 
a  reality,  and  I  think  we  had  rather  go 
slow  and  get  good  results  than  be  in  a 
hurry. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Swift,  New  York.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  add  anything  except  to 
say  that  I  consider  with  Dr.  Stainton 
that  we  are  moving  in  the  right  direction 
in  being  conservative.  We  have  the  mat- 
ter in  the  best  possible  hands,  and  Dr. 
Hatch  has  undoubtedly  done  a  great  deal 
of  work  in  carrying  this  idea  forward, 
and  I  believe  that  there  will  be  a  crystal- 
lization of  his  efforts,  with  the  help  of 
the  National  meeting,  in  placing  this 
movement  in  a  position  to  go  ahead  and 
do  positive  work. 

Dr.  Hatch  (closing  the  discussion). 
I  am  very  thankful  to  the  members  for 
the  many  kindly  expressions.  My  orig- 
inal idea  was  that  we  simply  affiliate 
with  the  new  Carnegie  Institution,  mak- 
ing a  national  matter  of  it.  That  sug- 
gestion was  made  last  year  at  the  meet- 
ing of  this  society,  in  the  report  of  the 
Correspondent.  The  raising  of  a  fund 
at  that  time  was  an  absolute  surprise  to 
me,  and  injected  into  the  question  a  new 
element.  The  National  committee  now 
has  under  cons^^^ji^j^^J^Ajg^pcing  of 
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the  trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Institution 
to  give  our  profession  a  grant  for  re- 
search work.  The  committee  has  suc- 
ceeded in  interesting  the  president  of  the 
institution,  and  from  what  I  hear,  I  feel 
sure  that  success  will  crown  their  efforts. 
I  have,  as  stated  in  my  report,  corre- 
sponded with  all  the  state  societies  upon 
this  matter.  Of  the  several  societies  re- 
sponding only  one  has  raised  a  fund,  and 


that  a  small  one  for  clerical  expenses,  so 
that  it  now  rests  with  our  committee  to 
use  our  small  fund  to  the  best  advantage 
possible. 

The  change  in  the  by-laws  makes  this 
committee  a  permanent  feature  in  our 
society,  giving  them  and  their  successors 
the  custody  and  control  of  any  funds,  in- 
struments, or  appliances  available  for 
the  prosecution  of  scientific  work. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PRACTICE. 


By  A.  R.  COOKB,  D.D.S.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


THE  current  year  has  been  one  of  ad- 
vancement along  certain  lines,  and 
we  note  a  few  desirable  modifica- 
tions in  practice.  The  general  principles 
of  operative  dentistry  are  well  founded, 
and  we  look  for  little  decided  change 
from  year  to  year. 

Our  early  ideas  of  extension  for  pre- 
vention, so  called,  have  received  the 
modification  which  experience  alone  can 
aflford,  and  we  are  reaping  good  results 
from  the  innovation. 

A  reasonable  appreciation  of  the  fit- 
ness of  filling  materials  for  individual 
cases  is  affording  relief  from  excessive 
strain  upon  both  patient  and  operator, 
and  progress  is  resulting  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  badly  diseased  organs. 

The  systematic  study  of  the  oral  secre- 
tions in  relation  to  caries  and  constitu* 
tional  disturbances  is  receiving  the  atten- 
tion of  some  of  our  best  students,  and  it 
is  the  hope  of  your  committee  that  these 
investigations  may  continue  until  con- 
clusions which  may  be  applied  in  daily 
practice  are  reached. 

The  future  advancement  of  our  pro- 
fession largely  rests  upon  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  active  agents  in  the  produc- 
tion of  caries  and  a  general  attention  to 
prophylaxis.  Prophylaxis  has  been  de- 
fined as  "the  art  of  preserving  from  or 


of  preventing  disease."  Now  we  consider 
the  first  requisite  for  such  prevention  to 
be  a  healthy,  perfectly  formed  organ — one 
which  has  all  the  virtues  of  good  articu- 
lation, ample  blood  supply,  and  normal 
environment.  Too  little  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  early  habits  of  mastica- 
tion as  well  as  the  character  of  the  food 
which  children  receive  from  the  age  when 
the  permanent  molars  begin  to  form. 
There  can  be  no  development  without  an 
adequate  blood  supply,  and  this  cannot 
be  secured  without  proper  exercise.  Such 
exercise  will  not  be  had  until. children, 
are  forced  by  circumstances  to  more  thor- 
oughly masticate  their  food.  The  im- 
mediate effect  of  such  exercise  is  to  in- 
crease the  circulation  in  all  the  surround- 
ing tissues,  insuring  a  better  growth,  a 
more  resisting  organ,  and  a  healthier  ac- 
tion of  the  salivary  as  well  as  the  mucous 
glands.  The  ordinary  diet  contains  am- 
ple amounts  of  calcium  and  other  in- 
gredients to  form  a  perfect  set  of  teeth 
if  we  can  only  have  it  properly  placed. 
How  can  the  children  masticate  their 
food  if  the  deciduous  teeth  are  defective? 
Not  only  are  they  unable  to  do  so,  but 
habits  are  being  formed  which  cling  to 
them  long  after  the  loss  of  the  deciduous 
teeth.  This  constitutes  a  demand  for 
more  careful  ^l^ftt^g^ktp^lygr^ 
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It  would  be  interesting  to  have  deter- 
mined the  effect  upon  the  character  and 
composition  of  the  oral  secretions  of  a 
continued  diet  demanding  the  extreme 
amount  of  mastication.  All  of  our  in- 
vestigations point  to  vitiated  oral  secre- 
tions as  a  pritoie  factor  in  dental  caries. 
Correct  the  secretions  and  preserve  the 
teeth ! 

When  we  shall  have  determined  what 
constitutes  normal  saliva,  we  shall  be  in 
position  to  make  decided  advancement  in 
this  line.  Micro-organisms,  as  an  agent 
in  caries,  are  to  be  constantly  combated. 
Can  the  oral  cavity  be  made  sterile? 
Most  certainly  not,  but  we  can  reduce  the 
number  and  activity  of  the  micro-organ- 
isms by  limiting  the  amount  of  their 
food.  An  intelligent  appreciation  of  this 
fact  by  the  patient  will  do  much  to  assist 
in  the  daily  routine  which  has  so  often 
been  prescribed,  and  with  which  you  all 
are  familiar.  The  careful  mechanical 
removal  of  all  traces  of  food  with  brush, 
dentifrice,  floss  silk,  etc.,  must  be  in- 
sisted upon.  Your  committee  thinks 
that  the  antiseptic  value  of  tooth-washes 
has  been  overestimated.  While  they  may 
be  distinctly  germicidal  in  laboratory  ex- 
periments, the  time  which  the  ordinary 
patient  retains  them  in  the  mouth  is  not 
sufficient  to  accomplish  much.  Their 
virtues  are  more  in  that  they  are  an  in- 
centive to  care  on  the  part  of  the  patient 
and  in  that  they  leave  a  pleasant  taste  in 
the  mouth. 

Pyorrhea  alveolaris,  with  all  its  syn- 
onyms, is  still  before  us.  Little  new 
matter  in  this  line  has  been  brought  out 
this  year.  Your  committee  holds  that 
more  can  be  done  by  prophylactic  meas- 
ures than  in  any  other  way.  If  pyorrhea 
be  of  local  origin,  we  can  do  no  better 
than  to  keep  the  dental  organs  scrupu- 
lously clean  from  early  life,  and  in  cases 


which  indicate  a  diathetic  complication 
demand  an  early  attention  to  such 
diathesis  in  combination  with  the  local 
treatment. 

No  branch  of  dental  practice  demands 
a  thorough  reorganization  more  than 
that  of  prosthetic  dentistry.  Our  con- 
struction of  plates  and  crowns  and 
bridges  is  far  from  sanitary.  Too  much 
stress  cannot  be  placed  upon  the  neces- 
sity for  more  care  in  producing  appli- 
ances which  are  not  only  more'  nearly 
perfect  mechanically,  but  are  in  a  meas- 
ure self-cleansing.  A  casual  examina- 
tion of  the  ordinary  cases  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  convince  one  of  this  state- 
ment. Not  only  are  such  appliances  a 
menace  to  the  remaining  teeth,  but  they 
are  a  detriment  to  the  general  health. 

Much  diversity  of  opinion  prevails  on 
the  subject  of  root-canal  treatment  and 
filling,  which  should  be  reduced  by  defi- 
nite experiment  and  demonstration  as  to 
what  constitutes  success  in  these  cases. 
The  increasing  demand  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  pulpless  teeth  leads  every  opera- 
tor into  this  work,  and  the  result  is  that 
we  have  endless  numbers  of  fistute  as 
well  as  an  increase  in  disturbances  of  a 
reflex  nature.  These  seemingly  slight 
disturbances  may  be  the  cause  of  much 
trouble  in  neurotic  patients.  The  slip- 
shod processes  of  devitalization,  so-called 
mummification,  and  methods  other  thaa 
the  complete  removal  of  pulp-canal  con- 
tents followed  by  antiseptic  filling, 
should  be  abandoned  as  unsuccessful  and 
unscientific.  Certainly  the  laws  govern- 
ing asepsis  and  inflammation  are  explicit 
and  open  to  all  who  will  read  them.  The 
work  of  Dr.  Webster  of  Toronto,  which 
was  in  part  presented  before  this  society 
last  season,  is  a  move  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

Your  committee  classes  as  failures  all 
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pulpless  treated  teeth  which  in  any  way 
at  any  time  make  the  patient  conscious 
of  their  presence,  either  by  pericementi- 
tis, reflex  nervous  disturbances,  or  sen- 
sitivity to  changes  of  systemic  condition. 
We  need  scientific  as  opposed  to  empirical 
standards  on  this  subject — an  inv^tiga- 
tion  separate  from  the  personal  idea  of 
the  success  which  one  attains  by  his  pet 
method. 

Should  ori;hodontia  be  made  a  spe- 
cialty ?    There  are  many  ideas  upon  this 


subject,  but  the  trend  of  the  times  seems 
to  be  in  its  favor.  Your  committee 
favors  the  judicious  extension  of  our 
profession  in  the  way  of  specialties  where 
the  circumstances  are  such  as  to  insure 
success. 

With  the  changes  in  equipment  and 
instruments  you  are  all  familiar,  but  I 
am  inclined  to  call  attention  to  the 
Crenshaw  matrix  as  a  decided  advance 
for  the  class  of  cases  for  which  it  is  de- 
vised. 


DISCUSSION. 


Dr.  W.  J.  Turner,  Brooklyn.  I  would 
like  to  say  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the 
mouth-wash,  as  it  has  been  alluded  to 
unfavorably  in  the  report.  Many  use  a 
mouth-wash  by  taking  but  a  small  quan- 
tity in  the  mouth  at  a  time,  and  almost 
immediately  ejecting  it.  I  think  that 
when  used  in  that  way  it  is  of  no  value 
at  all.  A  surgeon  in  cleansing  his  hands 
occupies  considerable  time.  The  anti- 
septic or  disinfectant  of  which  he  makes 
use  is  in  suflScient  quantity  to  thoroughly 
bathe  the  pari;s,  and  it  is  kept  in  contact 
with  the  hands  long  enough  to  accom- 
plish the  purpose.  For  a  like  purpose, 
enough  of  a  mouth- wash  should  be  taken 
in  to  thoroughly  bathe  the  parts  when 
the  cheeks  and  lips  are  distended.  Its 
mechanical  action  should  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of  by  forcibly  swishing  it  about 
in  the  mouth,  and  this  should  be  kept  up 
for  at  least  five  minutes  at  a  time,  or  bet- 
ter still,  ten  minutes.  Such  a  procedure 
will  be  very  tiresome  at  first,  but  after  a 
while  it  will  become  easy.  In  examining 
mouths  that  are  habitually  imclean,  not- 
withstanding the  use  of  the  tooth-brush. 


we  find  a  condition  of  more  or  less  stag- 
nation between  the  cheeks  and  teeth  and 
gums,  especially  in  the  pockets  formed 
at  the  juncture  of  the  gums  and  cheeks. 
The  distention  of  this  space  with  a 
mouth-wash  not  only  cleanses  the  parts, 
but  it  begets  a  habit  of  movement  of  the 
surroimding  muscles,  so  that  these  spaces 
do  not  collect  material  that  becomes  foul 
and  infects  the  whole  buccal  cavity.  I 
have  been  instructing  a  few  of  my  pa- 
tients in  this  process,  and  I  have  seen 
some  of  the  filthiest  mouths  changed  to 
the  cleanest.  I  find  in  my  own  case  that 
tartar  does  not  collect  upon  my  teeth  to 
the  extent  it  did  before  I  used  a  mouth- 
wash in  the  way  described.  When  tartar 
is  first  deposited  upon  the  teeth  it  is  not 
a  dense  adherent  mass,  but  semi-gelatin- 
ous, and  most  of  it  that  the  tooth-brush 
does  not  reach  may  be  washed  ofiE  me- 
chanically by  the  movement  of  a  mouth- 
wash. I  use  for  this  purpose  ten  drops 
of  formalin  to  a  pint  of  water. 

Dr.  B.  M.  Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
I  would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks 
in  regard  to  mouth-washes,  because  the 
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essayist  laid  stress  upon  their  useless- 
ness  and  Dr.  Turner  defended  them. 
Mouth-washes  in  themselves,  as  the  aver- 
age patient  uses  them,  are  of  very  little 
value.  The  world  has  been  during  its 
whole  history  looking  for  a  specific. 
From  the  early  days  of  the  human  race 
men  searched  for  the  spring  of  health, 
hoping  thereby  to  find  some  source  by 
which  they  might  enjoy  eternal  youth. 
Our  dental  patients  come  to  us  with 
that  expression  under  a  different  head. 
They  ask,  ^T3octor,  what  can  I  do,  or 
rather,  what  can  I  take,  to  make  my  teeth 
better.^'  That  is  a  question  that  has  come 
to  us  time  after  time,  and  a  question  we 
would  gladly  answer  by  giving  a  pre- 
scription if  we  were  able,  but  we  all  know 
there  is  no  specific. 

Often  the  dentist  recommends  a 
mouth-wash,  with  the  result  that  the  pa- 
tient immediately  thinks  he  has  foimd  a 
specific,  the  tendency  of  such  a  recom- 
mendation being  contrary,  in  my  belief, 
to  what  Dr.  Turner  has  said,  because  the 
patient  does  not  follow  the  directions, 
but,  believing  that  he  has  found  a  speci- 
fic, uses  it  carelessly  and  expects  as  much 
good  from  it  as  if  he  had  used  it  as  he 
should  have  done.  Only  the  other  day  I 
said  to  a  patient,  "You  are  growing  care- 
less in  the  care  of  your  teeth.  They  are 
not  in  the  condition  they  usually  are 
when  you  come  to  me  for  your  semi- 
annual examination.''  She  said,  ''Why, 
doctor,  I  use  such  and  such  a  mouth- 
wash twice  a  day,"  and  she  considered 
that  a  sufficient  argument  to  answer  my 
complaint  of  the  lack  of  proper  care  of 
her  teeth.  I  believe  that  a  mouth- wash 
is  worse  than  useless,  it  is  a  sin,  if  when 
given  to  patients  they  are  led  to  believe 
that  they  have  a  specific.  You  must  ac- 
company that  mouth-wash  with  such  in- 
structions as  prophylaxis  demands. 


Dr.  V.  H.  Jackson,  New  York.  I  am 
rather  reluctant  to  talk  on  such  a  broad 
subject  without  preparation,  although  I 
am  very  enthusiastic  over  the  work  of 
cleansing  the  mouth  and  teeth  in  all 
stages  of  life  from  childhood  up.  Fric- 
tion with  a  brush  and  powder  is  the  first 
essential.  I  direct  patients  how  to  use 
the  brush,  describing  what  kind  of  a 
brush  to  choose — one  with  sufl5cient 
bristles  and  not  too  stiff,  as  some  of  the 
bristles  have  to  bend  to  let  others  reach 
between  the  teeth,  and  with  the  bristles 
not  too  soft,  as  generally  considerable 
stiffness  is  required  to  cause  the  neces- 
sary friction  for  removing  the  collection. 
Some  brushes  on  the  market  have  not 
enough  bristles,  consequently  they  prick 
the  gums,  but  are  not  supported  suffi- 
ciently one  by  another  to  cause  the  neces- 
sary friction  in  cleaning,  especially  back 
of  the  lower  incisors.  Benefit  to  the  gums 
is  derived  from  friction,  if  not  too  severe. 
Collection  on  the  teeth  is  an  irritant  to 
the  gums,  causing  them  to  become  con- 
gested and  bleed  easily,  therefore  I  tell 
patients,  if  the  gums  bleed,  to  brush 
harder.  When  this  is  persisted  in,  and 
the  deposits  removed,  the  gums  will  be- 
come more  firm  and  healthy,  and  any 
pockets  that  may  have  formed  about  the 
teeth  will  prradually  disappear  if  the  dis- 
ease is  not  too  far  advanced.  I  tell  them 
to  brush  downward  or  away  from  the 
gums  principally,  as  in  brushing  across 
the  teeth  the  bristles  jump  from  one 
tooth  to  another  and  do  not  reach  be- 
tween them,  but  in  making  the  motion 
downward  from  the  gums,  or  up  and 
down,  the  brush  passes  easily  between  the 
teeth,  causing  friction  on  their  approxi- 
mal  surfaces.  This  is  demonstrated  by 
making  these  movements  with  a  brush 
across  two  pencils. 

In  the  use  of  tooth-picks,  I  prefer  soft 
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wood  tooth-picks  rather  than  hard,  as 
they  yield  and  adapt  themselves  more 
readily  to  the  surface  of  the  teeth. 

In  cleansing,  all  deposits  should  be 
removed.  Clean  thoroughly  the  teeth  of 
every  patient.  What  is  tartar,  and  how 
is  it  produced?  It  is  principally  broken- 
down  tissue  excreted  by  the  glands  from 
the  blood  and  deposited  on  the  teeth.  It 
should  be  held  in  solution,  but  when 
there  is  a  lack  of  fluidity,  the  blood  be- 
comes saturated,  and  when  excreted  with 
the  saliva,  in  coming  to  the  air  it  is  de- 
posited on  the  teeth.  The  blood  is  the 
carrier  of  nutrition  and  waste  products 
through  the  canals  of  the  body,  I  have 
for  years  in  these  cases  recommended 
drinking  freely  of  water,  thus  increasing 
the  fluidity  of  the  blood,  and  taking 
plenty  of  exercise  for  improving  the 
physical  tone.  In  certain  conditions  the 
physician  says  the  blood  is  too  thick, 
meaning  a  lack  of  fluidity  and  containing 
much  that  should  be  eliminated.  Drink- 
ing freely  of  water  helps  to  hold  the  cal- 
careous material  in  solution  and  to  float 
it  out  of  the  system,  at  the  same  time 
lessening  the  tendency  of  its  irritating 
and  diseasing  the  glands  and  of  its  caus- 
ing an  unnatural  deposit  in  different 
parts  of  the  body.  In  cases  of  pyorrhea, 
I  think  we  should  try  to  cause  more  thor- 
ough elimination. 

Massaging  the  gums  is  of  benefit. 
Chewing  gum  stimulates  the  tissues  and 
brings  on  a  better  circulation  by  giving 
the  teeth  additional  work.  It  also  de- 
velops and  strengthens  the  muscles,  en- 
couraging better  trituration  of  the  food. 
The  chewing  of  gum  should  not  be  in- 
dulged in  for  a  longer  period  than  fifteen 
minutes  after  meals,  owing  to  the  detri- 
mental effect  of  an  oversecretion  of  sa- 
liva.    A  mouth-wash  is  acceptable  as  a 


disinfectant,  and  is  beneficial  as  such, 
but  any  solution  strong  enough  to  re- 
move calcareous  deposits  from  the  teeth 
is  likely  to  affect  tooth-structure.  Any 
good  mouth-wash  can  be  used  for  steril- 
izing the  mouth  and  gum  pockets  about 
the  teeth,  but  depend  on  friction  with  a 
good  brush  and  powder  for  removing  col- 
lections. There  are  many  good  mouth- 
washes on  the  market,  but  care  should  be 
exercised  in  choosing  ones  to  recommend. 
Some  preparations  are  good  disinfec- 
tants, but  emulsify  and  disorganize  the 
saliva,  interfering  with  the  natural  lubri- 
cant of  the  teeth,  encouraging  abrasion 
of  the  occlusal  surfaces,  the  teeth  of  one 
ar.ch  wearing  the  teeth  of  the  opposite 
arch,  causing  the  teeth  to  feel  as  if  on 
edge.  Some  of  the  solutions  as  mentioned 
are  not  suitable  for  sterilizing  regulating 
apparatus,  especially  base-metal  fixtures, 
as  they  tarnish  and  corrode  the  metal; 
therefore  in  cleansing  apparatus  the  an- 
tiseptic should  be  non-corrosive,  and  the 
appliance  should  be  polished  with  a 
brush  and  powder,  such  as  powdered 
pumice. 

Dr.  CooKE  (closing  the  discussion). 
I  do  not  know  that  I  have  anything  to 
add  to  what  has  been  said.  I  had  hoped 
that  the  discussion  might  bring  out  the 
opinion  of  the  society  as  to  what  consti- 
tutes normal  saliva.  I  had  also  hoped 
to  hear  some  discussion  on  the  question 
of  the  early  development  of  the  teeth, 
and  of  the  effect  of  mastication  on  pro- 
curing better  circulation  of  the  blood  in 
the  adjacent  parts  and  the  teeth,  thereby 
promoting  better  calcification. 

The  Crenshaw  matrix  has  received  no 
mention.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a 
matrix  that  commends  itself  to  the  pro- 
fession for  careful  consideration  and 
trial. 
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THE   TRAINED  DENTAIi  NURSE. 


By    M.   li.    RHBIN,   M.D.,   D.D.S.,    New   York    City. 


THE  art  and  handicraft  of  dentistry 
has  taught  us  how  to  cope  with  den- 
tal caries  successfully,  so  that  no 
person  in  the  civilized  world  at  the  pres- 
ent day  need  lose  a  single  tooth  from  this 
cause  alone. 

Many  people,  however  willing  they 
may  be  to  employ  our  services,  are  con- 
stantly losing  teeth  in  consequence  of 
various  pathological  disturbances  of  the 
peridental  tissues.  When  this  lack  of 
inherent  vitality  of  the  tooth's  perios- 
teum has  reached  a  certain  stage,  where 
not  only  seven-eighths  of  the  root  sur- 
faces are  covered  by  nodular  secretions, 
but  retrograde  metamorphosis  in  its  pe- 
culiar way  is  working  toward  sepsis  and 
the  destruction  of  cell  tissues,  we  realize 
that  such  affected  teeth  are  beyond  hu- 
man intervention.  We  also  know  that 
these  very  teeth,  doomed  to  be  lost  as 
they  are  when  too  little  vital  connection 
is  left,  could  have  been  preserved  indefi- 
nitely if  proper  hygienic  care  and  treat- 
ment had  been  instituted  at  the  right 
time  and  kept  up  in  a  systematic  way  at 
regular  intervals. 

Preventive  medicine,  with  its  accom- 
panying benefits,  has  been  well  under- 
stood since  the  time  that  Jenner  pro- 
claimed the  virtues  of  vaccination.  Since 
then,  prophylaxis  has  invaded  the  do- 


main of  nearly  every  disease,  and  its 
science  and  practice  is  daily  increasing 
and  its  field  of  usefulness  becoming  bet- 
ter known. 

Period  'of  Susceptibility  to  Cabies. 
The  most  disturbing  period  as  far  as 
the  action  of  caries  is  concerned  tak^ 
place  in  early  life  up  to  the  age  of  pu- 
berty. During  this  time  there  is  very 
little  immunity  present  and  we  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  action  of  the  Lepto- 
thrix  racemosa.  It  is  deposited  in  the 
well-known  gelatinous  plaques  on  the 
enameled  surface  of  the  teeth,  and  only 
by  means  of  the  presence  of  these  plaques 
can  the  action  of  caries  proceed.  It  has 
been  well  demonstrated  that  if  these  ac- 
cretions are  kept  thoroughly  removed 
and  the  surface  of  the  teeth  kept  pol- 
ished there  will  be  no  danger  from  the 
action  of  the  caries.  This  necessitates 
the  very  frequent  cleansing  and  polish- 
ing of  the  teeth  in  order  to  give  the 
benefit  of  prophylactic  treatment  of  den- 
tal caries  to  our  patients. 

Cleansing  and  Polishing  the  Teeth 
IN  Pyorrhea. 
In  pyorrhea  alveolaris  the  cleansing 
and  polishing  of  every  portion  of  ex- 
posed tooth-surface,  at  regular  intervals, 
in  such  a  way  as  to  preserve  the  tone  and 
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health  of  the  contiguous  capillary  cir- 
culation will  indefinitely  preserve  the  life 
and  stability  of  the  human  teeth.  With 
a  full  knowledge  of  the.  inestimable  value 
resulting  from  such  systematic  treat- 
ment, it  is  painful  to  admit  that  as  a 
rule  the  general  public  get  absolutely  no 
benefit  from  the  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
fession on  this  subject. 

Like  many  other  virtues,  prophylactic 
treatment  of  the  teeth  is  well  understood 
by  all  and  practiced  by  only  a  few  den- 
tists. It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
attempt  to  draw  a  pen  picture  of  what 
the  dentist  does  under  the  pretense  of 
cleaning  teeth  when  requested  to  per- 
form this  service,  or  to  speak  of  the 
wilful  neglect  thereof  by  the  majority, 
when  no  special  demand  is  made  by  the 
patient.  You  have  all  examined  the 
mouths  of  such  patients,  who  inform  you 
that  for  years  their  mouths  have  had  the 
constant  care  of  Dr.  X,  and  he  has 
cleaned  their  teeth  every  year.  You 
have  found  secretions  of  years  deposited 
on  the  roots.  The  more  posterior  and 
inaccessible  the  teeth,  the  greater  the 
extent  of  deposits.  You  are  not  sur- 
prised at  such  teeth  becoming  loose,  with 
a  surrounding  pericementum  more  or 
less  inflamed,  and  corresponding  loss  of 
soft  tissue  from  superficial  necrosis. 

They  come  to  us  in  all  stages  of  tissue 
loss,  from  those  easily  cured  to  those  ir- 
retrievably lost.  You  cannot  fail  to  rec- 
ognize the  picture,  and  neither  can  you 
fail  to  place  the  responsibility  for  this 
wholesale  destruction  of  human  teeth 
upon  the  dentist,  who  has  failed  to  apply 
the  principles  of  preventive  medicine. 
Are  we  to  assume  from  a  study  of  this 
sad  picture  that  our  calling  is  made  up 
of  men  lacking  in  character  and  princi- 
ple? Most  emphatically.  No!  In  no 
specialty  will  be  found  men  with  higher 


attributes  of  character,  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  than  in  this  of  ours. 

Why  Prophylaxis  is  Neglected. 

There  are  very  good  reasons  why  this 
most  important  duty  to  our  patients  is 
seriously  neglected.  The  necessity  for 
performing  the  operations  immediately 
necessary  for  the  repair  of  existing  le- 
sions in  tooth-structure  and  adjacent  tis- 
sue is  of  paramount  importance;  they 
are  more  than  suflBcient  to  take  up  all 
the  time  of  the  man  with  an  average 
practice.  The  difficulty  of  receiving 
commensurate  pay  for  the  hours  of  time 
required  in  faithfully  carrying  out  the 
treatment  by  prophylaxis,  brings  up  the 
question  of  expediency.  It  is  true  that 
Dr.  Smith  of  Philadelphia  claims  to  per- 
sonally give  his  patients  this  treatment 
at  regular  intervals.  If  an  effort  were 
made  to  follow  out  this  method  in  an 
average  practice  there  would  be  time  left 
for  nothing  else.  It  certainly  is  the  con- 
sensus of  professional  opinion  that  the 
busy  practitioner  cannot  give  up  his 
valuable  time  foi*  this  tedious,  monoto- 
nous, and  irksome  labor,  however  impor- 
tant it  may  be  for  the  salvation  of  the 
human  teeth.  A  small  number  of  us 
have  tried  to  solve  this  important  prob- 
lem by  employing  an  assistant  practi- 
tioner to  attend  to  this  department.  In 
the  judgment  of  your  essayist,  who  has 
tried  this  method  for  twelve  years,  it  has 
failed  to  satisfactorily  solve  the  problem. 

The  Dental  Nurse. 

The  employment,  in  a  private  oflBce, 
of  a  graduate  to  make  a  specialty  of  this 
work  is  very  likely  the  best  remedy  we 
have  had  at  our  disposal  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  greatest  objection  to  the 
plan  is  the  inability  to  retain  a  graduate 
possessing  ordinary  ambition  and  tak*"* 
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a  very  great  length  of  time  in  this  posi- 
tion. It  is  impossible  to  obtain  satis- 
factory results  in  this  treatment  if  it  be 
necessary  every  year  or  two  to  place  a 
new  assistant  in  this  department.  The 
patients  object  to  these  changes  and  can- 
not fail  to  contrast  the  work  of  the  new 
assistant,  who  has  to  be  freshly  taught 
the  character  of  the  work  desired,  with 
the  final  work  of  the  last  assistant  which 
has  become  well-nigh  faultless  from  a 
couple  of  years  of  constant  practice.  In 
discussing  this  subject  with  prominent 
men,  it  has  been  generally  conceded  that 
far  better  results  could  be  obtained  if 
suitable  female  assistants,  not  graduates, 
were  especially  trained  and  employed  for 
this  work. 

In  some  of  the  states  the  examining 
boards  have  threatened  prosecution  for 
infraction  of  the  dental  law  if  such  a 
course  be  pursued;  consequently  it  has 
not  been  adopted,  much  to  the  loss  of  the 
general  public.  This  brings  up  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  cleansing  and  polishing 
of  the  teeth,  massaging  the  gums,  and 
the  application  of  remedial  agents  by 
non-graduate  assistants,  under  specific 
prescriptions  and  directions  of  the  at- 
tending stomatologists,  are  infractions  of 
the  law. 

It  might  as  well  be  said  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  drugs  hypodermically, 
the  introduction  of  sounds  and  catheters, 
lavage  and  enemata,  the  dressing  of 
wounds,  and  numerous  other  services 
performed  under  medical  direction  by 
trained  nurses  are  all  infractions  of  the 
medical  law. 

Take  away  the  trained  nurses  from  the 
physician  or  the  surgeon  and  it  would  be 
apparent  at  a  glance  how  it  would  inter- 
fere with  the  number  of  his  cases,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  inferiority  of  the  result- 
ing attention  which  is  such  an  important 


adjunct  whenever  the  nurse  is  in  attend- 
ance. 

If  this  correctly  describes  existing 
conditions,  it  follows  as  a  natural  con- 
clusion that  the  problem  of  how  to  sys- 
tematically carry  out  the  prescriptions  of 
dental  prophylaxis  would  be  easily  solved 
by  the  introduction  of  the  trained  dental 
nurse. 

In  our  state,  during  the  past  session 
of  the  legislature  two  bills  were  intro- 
duced for  placing  the  trained  nurs« 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  Board 
of  Regents,  which  necessitates  that  they 
should  possess  the  proper  qualifications 
in  education  and  practice.*  In  view  of 
the  high  esteem  held  for  the  work  of  the 
trained  nurse,  it  appears  remarkable  that 
the  sphere  of  her  usefulness  has  not  long 
since  been  extended  to  our  own  specialty. 

Training  of  Dental  Nurses. 

It  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  add  to 
the  training-schools  for  nurses  a  depart- 
ment of  dental  nurses.  Applicants  for 
admission  to  such  a  course  should  be  re- 
quired to  pass  a  satisfactory  preliminary 
examination.  Outside  of  the  general 
didactic  instruction  which  they  would 
receive,  they  should  obtain  additional  in- 
struction in  regard  to  the  oral  cavity, 
etc.,  from  a  dental  member  of  the  schooFs 
faculty.  They  would  also  receive  their 
manual  training  under  the  same  super- 
vision, and  in  the  hospital  material  they 
would  find  ample  opportunity  for  per- 
fecting their  working  technique. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  in  advance 
how  much  benefit  would  accrue  to  a 
large  percentage  of  hospital  cases  if  tiieir 
mouths  could  be  properly  cleansed  and 

*  Since  adjournment  of  the  meeting  of  th« 
society  one  of  these  bills  has  been  signed  hj 
the  governor  and  has  now  legal  force  in  the 
state  of  New  York. 
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rendered  sterile.  Would  it  be  claiming 
too  much  to  say  that  there  are  serious 
conditions  where  such  treatment  prop- 
erly administered  might  prove  the  turn- 
ing-point toward  recovery,  or,  in  organic 
diseases,  toward  a  material  improvement 
in  the  general  condition  ?  Perhaps  their 
greatest  sphere  of  usefulness  would  be 
to  place  the  mouths  of  patients  in  a 
sterile  condition  preliminary  to  under- 
going surgical  operations.  When  we 
consider  all  the  devices  used  in  the  mod- 
em operating  room,  all  devoted  to  ob- 
taining ideal  aseptic  conditions;  when 
we  consider  the  patient  anesthetized  in 
an  atmosphere  barren  of  pus  germs — 
with  the  single  exception  that  too  fre- 
quently the  patient's  mouth  is  redolent 
with  putrescent  filth,  washed  with  secre- 
tions of  pus ! — when  we  consider  such 
conditions  with  a  celebrated  surgeon 
about  to  enter  into  the  digestive  tract, 
can  we  longer  question  the  value  of  the 
preliminary  treatment  by  the  dental 
nurse  in  such  a  case  ?  Then  there  is  the 
infirmary  practice  connected  with  all  the 
large  hospitals.  Here  is  a  field  for  the 
doing  of  the  greatest  good  to  this  vast 
class  of  unfortunates.  The  cleansing  of 
the  mouths  of  properly  selected  patients 
in  the  dispensaries,  combined  with  the 
proper  education  for  preserving  oral  hy- 
gienic conditions,  would  be  of  greater 
value  in  the  uplifting  of  the  masses  than 
any  other  means  at  present  employed. 

Having  graduated  from  the  training- 
school,  it  would  be  in  keeping  with  our 
other  laws  to  compel  the  nurses  to  pass 
a  state  board  examination.  The  passing 
successfully  of  such  an  examination 
would  then  entitle  them  to  be  registered 
as  trained  dental  nurses.  Being  so  reg- 
istered, they  would  be  able  to  practice 
their  profession  in  private  life.  By  that 
is  not  meant  the  fact  that  they  would  be 


licensed  to  go  around  indiscriminately, 
cleansing  the  mouths  of  the  people. 
Their  license  to  practice  dental  nursing 
should  mean  that  they  are  permitted  to 
cleanse,  polish,  and  medicate  the  dental 
territory  only  under  the  prescription  of 
the  patient's  attending  dentist. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  introduce  this 
subject  one  week  ago  at  New  Orleans  be- 
fore the  Stomatological  Section  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  I  have 
practically  presented  to  you  in  almost 
the  same  words  the  views  enunciated  at 
that  meeting.  That  these  met  with  the 
unanimous  approval  of  the  men  there 
gathered  is  shown  by  the  following  reso- 
lution which  was  unanimously  passed  by 
the  Section  at  the  last  day  of  its  session : 

Report  of  Ck)MMrrTEE  to  G0Nsn>EB  gebtain 
Suggestions  in  the  Address  of  the  Chair- 
man, Dr.  M.  L.  Rhein. 

Your  committee  have  carefully  considered 
the  propositions  contained  in  the  chairman's 
address  relating  to  the  training  of  women  as 
dental  nurses, — that  they  may,  under  the  pre- 
scription and  personal  direction  of  the  stoma- 
tologist, cleanse  and  sterilize  the  mouth,  pol- 
ish the  teeth,  make  medical  applications  to 
the  gums,  and  otherwise  assist  the  practi- 
tioner in  his  treatment  of  patients. 

Your  committee  heartily  approves  the 
above-named  suggestions,  and  earnestly  com- 
mends the  matter  for  the  approval  of  this 
section  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
hoping  that  it  will  lead  to  such  action  being 
taken  by  different  state  dental  societies,  look- 
ing to  the  amendment  of  our  dental  laws, 
that  the  appointment  and  employment  of 
"dental  nurses"  shall  be  legalized. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.   F.   Eames, 
M.  H.  Fletcher, 
Eugene  S.  Talbot. 

In  conclusion  I  might  say  that  there 
are  three  important  reasons  why  the  plan 
above  outlined  for  the  introduction  of 
dental  nurses  should  meet  with  your  ap- 
proval : 

First.  It  will  tend  materially  toward 
the  public  good. 
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Second.    It  will  open  to  womankiiid 
a  new  vocation  second  to  none  in  desira- 

biUty. 


Third.  It  will  materially  aid  the 
stomatologist  in  the  quality  of  his  ix*- 
sults. 


DISCUSSION. 


Dr.  John  I.  Hart^  New  York.  This 
subject  has  been  so  clearly  stated  to  you 
that  I  fail  to  see  how  any  remarks  I  may 
make  will  clarify  it  at  all.  It  is  so  novel 
an  idea  that  all  must  have  some  views — 
possibly  divergent  views— on  it^  and  if 
we  are  to  proceed  to  adopt  the  ideas 
enunciated  by  your  essayist,  we  should 
proceed  on  some  definite  line,  having  all 
care  as  to  the  best  course  to  proceed  upon. 
That  excellent  results  can  be  achieved  if 
this  work  be  carefully  done  can  be  dem- 
onstrated if  we  look  at  any  patients 
treated  by  Dr.  Smith  of  Philadelphia  or 
Dr.  Taylor  of  Hartford.  No  doubt  oth- 
ers are  succeeding  as  well  as  they,  but  I 
think  credit  should  be  given  where  due, 
and  probably  they  have  done  more  to  call 
attention  to  the  possibilities  of  this  work 
than  any  other  individuals.  The  matter 
for  our  consideration  is,  Will  this  per- 
mission be  abused  if  granted  to  the  den- 
tal nurse?  I  feel  that  a  law  sufficiently 
strong  can  be  drawn  so  that  the  dental 
nurse  will  not  take  the  opportunity  of 
practicing  general  dentistry  any  more 
than  the  medical  nurse  would  attempt  to 
interfere  with  the  work  of  the  general 
surgeon.  And  if  a  law  can  be  so  drawn 
that  the  work  we  have  been  doing  for 
the  past  years — ^to  stop  the  unlicensed 
dental  practitioner  from  practicing  den- 
tistry— then  I  do  not  see  how  anybody 
can  object  to  this  definite  advance,  which 
does  not  compel  any  individual  to  make 
use  of  the  dental  nurse,  but  permits  those 
who  can  see  that  their  patients  can  be 


benefited  by  such  use  to  employ  such  in- 
dividuals. And  I  think  the  influence  of 
the  Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  should  be  used  in  furthering  and 
supporting  the  idea  as  suggested  by  your 
essayist. 

Dr.  Wm.  Jabvib,  Brooklyn.  I  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  Dr. 
Rhein^s  paper,  for  it  is  one  of  the  ablest 
and  clearest  arguments  in  favor  of  den- 
tal nurses  which  can  be  made.  It  will 
be  conceded  by  all  that  the  nearer  we  ap- 
proach perfect  cleanliness  in  the  mouth 
the  less  decay  we  will  have  and  the  fewer 
teeth  will  be  lost.  If  thorough  prophy- 
laxis of  the  mouth  were  practiced  we 
would  see  comparatively  few  of  that  class 
of  cases  which  so  frequently  we  see  in  the 
mouths  of  people  over  forty  years  of  age; 
their  teeth  lost,  or,  if  not  lost,  so  hope- 
lessly loose  that  they  cannot  be  made 
firm  or  restored  to  usefulness.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  trained  and  skilled  fingers 
of  a  woman  are  infinitely  better  adapted 
to  the  work  of  removing  tartar  and  thor- 
oughly cleaning  and  polishing  the  teeth 
than  are  those  of  men.  The  delicacy  of 
touch  and  peculiar  finger  skill  whidi 
women  are  capable  of  developing,  as  in- 
stanced in  their  embroidery  and  needle- 
work, is  just  what  is  required  in  this 
class  of  cases. 

This  delicacy  and  fineness  of  touch  in 
women  would  enable  them  much  better 
than  men  to  follow  the  root  under  the 
gum  with  a  keen  instrument,  and  to  tell 
with  certainty  the  condition  of  ihe  sur- 
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face  of  the  cementum  where  it  cannot  be 
seen. 

Careful  and  proper  training  under 
competent  instructors  should  furnish  for 
us  the  trained  dental  nurse,  who  would 
not  only  prove  a  great  advantage  to  us 
as  dentists,  but  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
community  at  large. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  a  law 
could  be  carefully  drawn  which  would 
put  around  this  class  the  proper  safe- 
guards, and  I  do  not  see  why  the  trained 
dental  nurse  should  not  be  allowed  to 
treat  cases  requiring  dental  hygiene  just 
as  the  medical  or  surgical  nurse  cares  for 
the  patients  of  the  physician  or  surgeon 
in  their  absence,  but  under  their  direc- 
tion. If  it  be  proper  to  have  a  nurse  to 
assist  the  physician  or  surgeon,  it  is  just 
as  proper  to  have  one  to  assist  the  den- 
tist. And  I  feel  certain  that  if  we  can 
have  a  class  of  young  women  trained  to 
do  this  work,  it  will  be  done  much  better 
than  if  the  dentist  with  a  large  practice, 
and  who  has  not  the  time  to  do  it  thor- 
oughly, attempts  to  do  it  himself. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York.  To 
those  of  us  who  were  here  last  year  this 
subject  has  a  familiar  ring.  I  remember 
Dr.  Low  of  Buffalo  speaking  along  this 
same  line,  only  he  styled  the  dental  nurse 
the  ''odontocure,*'  and  I  think  his  views 
were  largely  on  the  line  of  Dr.  Rhein's. 
I  believe  in  the  paper  and  wish  the  thing 
could  be  accomplished,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  if  we  complicate  our  dental  laws  we 
may  bring  on  trouble,  as  I  think  we  have 
too  many  laws  already,  and  the  moment 
you  try  to  get  laws  of  this  kind  passed 
the  populace  rises  up  and  says,  'Ttfore 
class  legislation  V^  I  think  the  best  plan 
is  to  accomplish  all  we  can  with  as  few 
laws  as  possible. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Low,  Buffalo.  I  am  heartily 
in  sympathy  with  the  paper  read  by  Dr. 


Ehein,  and  if  nobody  else  is  prepared  to 
do  it,  I  shall  make  the  motion  that  a 
committee  be  appointed,  or  the  Law 
Committee  be  requested  to  consider  the 
matter  during  the  coming  year  and  make 
a  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
the  society. 

Dr.  F.  T.  Van  Woert,  Brooklyn.  I 
feel  that  there  has  not  been  presented  to 
the  dental  profession  for  a  number  of 
years  a  subject  of  as  much  importance 
as  that  presented  by  the  essayist.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  trained 
dental  nurse  is  one  of  the  necessary  ac- 
cessories to  the  dental  practitioner.  Just 
how  best  to  accomplish  this,  I  admit, 
is  somewhat  of  a  problem,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  this  society  is  equal  to  any 
such  problem,  and  I  believe  we  can  solve 
it  in  less  than  two  or  three  years.  I  think 
there  is  no  necessity  of  carrying  this  over 
until  next  year.  It  can  be  done  now,  and 
steps  can  be  taken  to  bring  about  a  modi- 
fication of  the  law  to  this  end. 

My  personal  experience  with  the  work 
makes  me  believe  what  the  doctor  says 
about  its  being  difiicult.  I  had  two  or 
three  patients  for  whom  I  felt  that  I 
must  do  something  radical,  different 
from  what  I  was  capable  of  doing  my- 
self, and  I  sent  them  to  Dr.  Ehein.  Now, 
I  believe  that  the  ordinary  cleansing  of 
the  teeth  I  can  do  as  well  as  the  average 
man,  but  I  must  admit  that  I  was  aston- 
ished at  the  results  obtained  by  Dr. 
Ehein.  You  will  understand,  of  course, 
that  the  patients  were  not  treated  by  Dr. 
Ehein,  but  by  men  trained  by  him  to  do 
this  work.  This  was  evidence  to  me  that 
there  should  be  some  care  and  skill  in 
the  education  of  those  who  are  to  do  this 
particular  branch  of  the  work.  Truly,  if 
you  could  have  seen  those  mouths  before 
and  afterward,  you  would  see  the  neces- 
sity of  training  such  individuals  as  he 
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is  training.  Now,  I  believe  we  are  just 
as  much  entitled  to  trained  and  skilled 
nurses  as  the  general  practitioner,  and 
there  is  no  question  that  it  would  be  a 
great  benefit  to  humanity.  I  do  not 
doubt  that  a  law  can  be  made  making  it 
impossible  for  a  nurse  to  become  a  gen- 
eral practitioner  without  a  degree  and 
state  license.  Neither  do  I  believe  she 
would  have  the  desire  to  become  a  gen- 
eral practitioner  with  the  necessary  quali- 
fications. Therefore,  considering  these 
things  in  that  light  I  have  a  resolution 
to  offer  which  I  think  the  society  will  do 
well  to  adopt,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  State  Dental 
Society  do  hereby  recommend  the  Legislative 
Committee  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  have 
the  dental  law  amended  in  conformity  with 
the  views  expressed  in  the  paper  on  "Trained 
DenUl  Nurses." 

Dr.  V.  H.  Jackson,  New  York.  I 
would  like  to  ask  if  it  is  the  idea  to  in- 
clude young  men  who  are  beginning  the 
study  of  dentistry,  or  whether  the  reso- 
lution intends '  the  nurse  shall  be  only 
feminine.  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with 
the  resolution,  but  I  think  it  best  that 
we  should  know  what  we  are  doing  be- 
fore we  adopt  it. 

Dr.  Rhein.  Before  putting  the  reso- 
lution to  vote,  I  want  to  express  how 
extremely  gratified  I  am  at  the  reception 
of  my  effort  in  this  direction.  It  is  an 
end  for  which  I  have  been  laboring  for 
over  fifteen  years  and  I  have  recognized 
the  apathy  of  dentists  in  this  respect. 
Now,  in  the  paper  I  did  not  speak  of  the 
feminine  gender  for  the  reason  that  the 
majority  of  nurses  are  women,  but  there 
is  absolutely  no  restriction  in  that  re- 
spect. There  is  no  reason  why  men 
should  not  go  into  this  vocation  as  well 
as  women.  Personally  I  agree  with  Dr. 
Jarvie.  I  believe  that  the  indomitable 
am  atience   requisite    for   the 


faithful  performance  of  this  work  can 
only  be  found  among  women.  To  ac- 
complish ideal  results  such  as  we  must 
have  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefits  of 
prophylaxis  I  believe  much  better  work 
can  be  done  by  women  than  men,  but 
there  is  no  intention  on  my  part  to  make 
such  restriction.  Of  course  you  see 
nurses  who  get  interested  enough  in  med- 
icine go  on  and  get  a  medical  education, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  men  cannot 
take  up  the  work,  as  well  as  women,  with 
such  an  object  in  view. 

About  the  only  criticism  that  has  been 
made  against  the  plan  is  the  possibility 
of  the  nurse  violating  the  dental  law. 
This  objection  is  offset  because  as  present 
conditions  are  in  regard  to  the  case  of 
the  nurse,  it  would  be  perfectly  feasible 
for  me  to  have  a  woman  do  this  work  and 
claim  she  was  acting  in  the  capacity  of  a 
nurse.  The  passing  of  an  appropriate 
law  as  advocated  in  what  I  have  said 
would  limit  specifically  the  duties  that 
would  devolve  upon  her,  and  a  law  prop- 
erly framed  should  have  attached  to  it  a 
penalty  that  would  take  her  license  or 
prevent  her  from  engaging  further  in 
this  vocation.  In  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts a  number  of  men  would  like  to 
do  this  very  thing,  but  they  have  been 
threatened  with  prosecution  should  they 
dare  to  do  it.  I  was  told  this  by  mem- 
bers of  their  dental  board.  There  are 
many  prominent  members  in  the  city 
^  of  Boston  who  would  like  to  carry  out 
this  idea  in  their  ofl&ces,  but  they  have 
refrained  simply  from  fear  of  prosecu- 
tion. 

There  is  just  one  other  point  that  I 
would  like  to  call  your  attention  to  be- 
fore the  vote  is  taken,  and  that  is  this: 
I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  the 
care  of  the  teeth  at  large  can  best  be 
looked  after  in  this  way,  and  it  is  absurd 
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to  think  of  specialization  along  this  line, 
and  besides  it  would  be  impossible  to  find 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  do  any 
such  work  as  Dr.  Smdth  outlines,  or 
claims  he  will  devote  himself  entirely 
to.  None  of  us  have  time  to  attend  to 
this  important  work,  and  it  is  unworthy 
of  our  time  being  spent  where  so  much 
more  important  brain-work  is  called  for. 
I  do  not  reflect  upon  the  occupation,  but 
it  can  be  done  by  fingers  that  are  deft 
enough  for  this  work  without  the  requi- 
site amount  of  brain  force  being  ex- 
pended to  master  the  profession  of  den- 
tistry. 

There  is  just  one  other  point.  I  be- 
lieve the  state  of  New  York  in  dental 
matters  has  led  the  profession  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  we  have  the  opportunity 
to-day  to  advance  a  step  ahead  of  any 
state  in  the  Union,  and  therefore  I  com- 
mend the  resolution  advocated  by  Dr. 
Van  Woert  regarding  the  lack  of  neces- 
sity for  delay  in  this  matter.  There  is 
no  reason  why  the  Legislative  Committee 
should  not  take  the  matter  up  at  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature. 

Dr.  Hart.  Before  putting  the  vote  I 
think  we  should  understand  each  other. 
I  think  the  question  of  Dr.  Jackson  a 
very  pertinent  one.  The  trained  nurse 
receives  a  certain  amount  of  instruction 
before  getting  a  license.  The  average 
medical  student  would  not  be  permitted 
to  act  as  a  trained  nurse,  and  I  think  it 
should  hold  ^ood  with  the  dental  nurse. . 
The  trained  dental  nurse  is  supposed  to 
have  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  to 
do  a  definite  work,  and  the  dental  student 
should  not  have  permission  to  do  that 
kind  of  work. 

Dr.  Rhein.  If  my  remarks  gave  the 
impression  that  I  was  in  favor  of  what 
has  just  been  said  I  have  been  misunder- 
stood.   What  I  meant  was  that  there  was 


no  reason  why  a  man  could  not  take  the 
same  course  as  a  woman,  but  if  he  wants 
to  continue  on  in  his  studies  and  become 
a  dentist  there  is  no  objection  to  that.  I 
did  not  take  the  position  that  students  be 
allowed  to  take  up  this  work  in  any  such 
manner. 

Dr.  Van  Woeht.  I  think  in  the  reso- 
lution it  was  distinctly  stated  thlEit  the 
legislation  would  provide  means  of  con- 
trolling the  practice  of  this  specialty.  I 
did  not  oflfer  anjrthing  in  the  way  of  a 
law;  I  simply  referred  that  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  act  upon  a  law  to  protect  the 
profession,  and  not  to  allow  the  dental 
student  to  become  a  dental  nurse  any 
more  than  to  become  a  D.D.S.  I  fail 
to  see  how  that  construction  could  have 
been  placed  on  the  resolution. 

The  President.  The  resolution  stated 
explicitly  that  the  details  of  the  law 
would  be  left  to  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lation. 

Dr.  F.  L.  Ames^  Albany.  It  would 
seem  to  me  that  Dr.  Bhein  is  putting  his 
foot  in  it  pretty  deep  when  he  desires 
to  relegate  the  task  to  women  on  the 
claim  that  it  requires  no  great  mental 
caliber;  I  believe  women  claim  that  they 
are  equal  to  cope  with  men  in  almost 
anjrthing  on  intellectual  lines.  And  the 
average  dental  practice  does  not  seem  to 
warrant  anjrthing  of  the  kind.  The  case 
of  the  dental  nurse  would  seem  to  involve 
the  same  question  as  does  that  of  the 
medical  nurses.  These  have  to  serve  a 
term  in  a  medical  college  for  their 
position  and  are  issued  a  certificate  after 
they  have  attained  to  the  degree  of  profi- 
ciency and  knowledge  that  will  enable 
them  to  become  trained  nurses,  and  it 
would  seem  that  the  same  course  would 
be  necessary  for  anyone  who  desired  to 
become  a  dental  nurse. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  little  pre- 
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mature  for  this  society  to  go  into  any 
legislation  on  the  subject  at  this  time, 
and  I  move  that  the  whole  business  be 
left  until  a  year  from  to-day,  to  give  the 
members  time  to  digest  it,  and  allow  us 
to  try  the  experiment  in  our  ofiSces  and 
leam  to  what  extent  good  can  be  accom- 
plished. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Prosbus,  Rochester.  I 
would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Ehein  if  the  grant- 
ing of  a  diploma  to  these  nurses  would 
place  them  in  the  same  plane  as  Dr. 
Smith,  who  has  given  his  whole  life  to 
this  work.  Our  Legislative  Committee 
should  act  very  carefully  in  this  matter. 

Dr.  Bhein.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
last  two  speakers  really  did  not  hear  the 
paper,  or  paid  very  little  attention  to  it, 
because  they  have  both  gone  far  away 
from  the  remarks  made  in  it.  The 
speaker  before  the  last  one  certainly  did 
not  pay  any  attention  to  the  paper,  be- 
cause I  dwelt  upon  the  training  neces- 
sary for  the  nurse  in  a  training-school 
connected  with  a  hospital  which  would 
take  a  year  or  a  year  and  a  half.  A  nurse 
of  this  kind  has  no  responsibilities  except 
to  follow  the  directions  of  the  dentist. 
She  is  to  occupy  the  same  relation  to  the 
dentist  as  the  general  nurse  occupies  to 
the  surgeon.  If  a  surgeon  has  a  patient 
to  operate  upon,  he  tells  the  nurse  to  get 
the  patient  in  condition  for  the  opera- 
tion, that  means  see  that  the  bowels  are 
cleared,  or  in  case  the  operation  is  in  the 
abdominal  portion,  to  see  that  the  pa- 
tient is  shaved,  and  the  parts  sterile.  The 


trained  nurse  does  for  the  patient  io 
these  cases  precisely  what  we  are  asking 
for  the  trained  nurse  to  do  in  the  mouth 
— put  it  in  condition  so  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  infection.  I  have  tried 
to  assure  myself  of  this  point  by  talking 
of  the  subject  to  general  practitioners, 
and  there  is  not  one  who  did  not  think 
favorably  of  it,  and  said  they  did  not 
understand  why  we  had  overlooked  this 
important  matter.  There  is  no  respon- 
sibility for  a  nurse  of  this  kind,  and  it  is 
not  intended  that  they  should  do  surgical 
work  in  the  mouth.  They  are  to  do 
simply  the  cleansing  and  polishing  of  the 
teeth,  filling  the  prescription  of  the  den- 
tist who  has  the  patient's  welfare  in 
charge.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  post- 
ponement in  this  matter.  There  is  noth- 
ing to  be  gained  by  delaying  action  on  it. 
If  it  is  the  opinion  that  we  do  not  want 
it,  it  is  just  as  easily  settled  now  as  it 
would  be  a  year  from  to-day. 

Dr.  S.  L.  Goldsmith,  New  York.  I 
hardly  think  that  the  members  have  fuUj 
digested  the  sense  of  the  resolution.  I 
understood  that  the  resolution  simply 
refers  the  matter  to  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee, with  the  expression  of  the  sense 
of  this  society  that  some  legislation  be 
passed  favorable  to  this  question. 

Dr.  Ames.  I  move  that  the  resolution 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

There  being  no  second  to  Dr.  Ames* 
motion, 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution  was 
put  and  unanimously  carried. 
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TWO    CROWNS:    AN    IliliUSTRATEB    TALK. 


By  R.  M.  SANGER,  D.D.S.,  Bast  Oranflre»  N.  J. 


THE  two  processes  which  I  desire  to 
show  you  to-night  have  been  of  such 
assistance  to  me  that  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  present  them  to  the  profession 
at  large,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  do  so  through  the  medium  of  this 
honorable  body.  I  have  applied  for  a 
patent  on  the  half-collar  crown  in  order 
that  no  one  else  may  do  so  and  attempt 
to  mulct  the  profession  for  the  privilege 
of  using  it.  I  am  glad  to  give  it  to  you 
for  what  it  is  worth,  and  only  ask  in  re- 
turn that  it  shall  bear  my  name. 

The  first  is  an  illustration  of  my 
method  of  restoring  a  fractured  root,  and 
its  preparation  for  the  reception  of  a 
crown.  Of  the  many  problems  that  pre- 
sent themselves  for  solution  in  our  daily 
practice  probably  not  one  is  more  dis- 
heartening than  that  of  an  incisor  or 
canine  root  which,  having  been  crowned 
with  a  bandless  crown,  has  finally  frac- 
tured and  whose  crown  is  loose  or  en- 
tirely lost,  while  the  fractured  piece  is 
still  held  loosely  in  place  by  the  gum, 
the  balance  of  the  root  being  firm. 

The  first  step  is  to  carefully  remove 
the  fractured  piece  of  root  and  preserve 
it  for  future  use  as  a  pattern.  The 
hemorrhage  is  then  checked  with  adrena- 
lin chlorid  or  some  good  hemostatic,  the 
raw  surface  cauterized  with  trichlorace- 


tic acid,  and  anesthetized  with  cocain. 
The  space  between  the  root  and  gum  is 
then  packed  with  gutta-percha  and  the 
patient  dismissed  for  the  day. 

As  you  are  aware,  gutta-percha  ex- 
pands, and  the  gum  will  be  forced  back 
sufficiently  to  give  free  access  to  the 
edges  of  the  root  along  the  line  of  frac- 
ture, presenting  a  condition  such  as  is 
illustrated  in  Pig.  1.  At  the  same  time 
the  gum  will  heal,  so  that  little  or  no 
hemorrhage  will  occur  during  the  subse- 
quent progress  of  the  work. 

A  piece  of  soft  platinum  plate,  gauge 
No.  32,  is  cut  to  about  the  shape  of  Fig. 
2,  the  fractured  piece  being  used  to  de- 
termine the  shape  and  size  of  the  apron 
portion  (Fig.  2,  a),  while  the  wings 
(b^  b.  Fig.  2)  are  made  sufficiently  long 
to  reach  around  the  entire  root  in  the 


Fig.  ). 


Fig.  2. 


form  of  a  collar.  With  an  ordinary  pair 
of  clasp-benders  the  platinum  is  shaped 
to  fit  the  fractured  piece  of  root  (Fig. 
3),  and  it  is  then  placed  in  the  mouth 
and  the  wings  are  brought  around  the 
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root  to  complete  the  collar  form.  It  is 
then  removed  and  soldered,  and  we  have 
a  collar  with  apron  as  represented  in  Fig. 
4.  A  piece  of  flat  platinum  plate,  gauge 
No.  30,  is  then  placed  across  the  end  of 
the  collar  mesio-distally  and  soldered  to 
the  edges.  (Fig.  6,  a,  a.)  It  is  then 
placed  back  on  the  root  and  perforated 
for  the  reception  of  the  tube  and  pin.  A 
seamless  platinum  tube  is  procured  by 
fracturing  an  Ash  tube-tooth.     A  piece 


Fio.  3.  Fig.  4. 


^  (T 


FiQ.  5. 


of  round  platino-iridium  wire  which  per- 
fectly fits  the  tube  is  passed  through  the 
tooth  and  held  in  position  while  the 
tooth  is  broken  away  from  the  tube,  thus 
preventing  the  marring  of  the  tube,  and 
you  have  a  strong  platinum  tube  with  a 
pin  which  fits  it  exactly. 

With  your  collar  apron  in  position  in 
the  root  the  tube  and  pin  are  pushed 
through  the  perforation  and  up  into  the 
canal  as  far  as  possible,  and  then  with  a 
sharp  instrument  or  penknife  the  tube 
is  split  and  folded  down  on  the  flat  piece 
as  illustrated  at  b.  Fig.  5.  It  is  then 
removed  and  soldered  and  we  have  the 
construction  represented  by  Fig.  6,  which 
is  ready  for  final  placing  on  the  root  in 
the  mouth.  The  method  of  setting  is 
as  follows :  The  pin  is  placed  in  the  tube 
to  prevent  the  oxyphosphate  from  pass- 
ing into  the  tube  and  to  serve  as  a  handle 
to  hold  the  piece  firmly  while  packing 
the  amalgam.  A  small  amount  of  ce- 
ment is  placed  in  the  canal  and  around 
the  end  of  the  tube  (Fig.  6,  a),  also 
around  the  inside  of  the  band,  where  it 
engages  the  root  (Fig.  6,  b).  The  piece 
is  then  placed  on  the  root  and  held  firmly 


until  the  cement  hardens,  when  the  bal- 
ance of  the  space  around  the  pin  and  be- 
tween the  apron  and  the  root  where  the 
fracture  occurred,  is  packed  with  a 
quick-setting  amalgam  through  the 
openings  at  a,  a.  Fig.  7.  The  last  illus- 
tration (Fig.  7)  shows  the  work  com- 
pleted and  ready  for  the  reception  of  the 
crown,  which  is  made  with  a  band  after 
the  Richmond  pattern,  the  platino-irid- 


Fio.  6. 


Fio.  7. 


ium  wire  being  used  as  the  permanent 
pin  as  illustrated  in  the  working  model 
which  I  have  passed  around.* 

The  Sanqsb  Half-Collab  Crown. 

The  second  crown  to  which  I  desire  to 
call  your  attention  is  what  I  have  de- 
nominated the  Sanger  half-collar  crown. 
I  am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  half- 
collar  crowns  are  not  new,  but  the  diffi- 
cult and  unsatisfactory  methods  of  con- 
structing them  have  deterred  many  from 
attempting  their  use,  preference  being 
given  to  the  full  collar.  It  is  ia 
the  belief  that  I  have  found  a  simpler 
method  of  constructing  a  crown  which 
will  give  all  the  advantages  and  none  of 
the  disadvantages  of  the  collar  crown 
that  I  make  this  presentation  to  you. 

The  procedure  is  as  follows :  A  piece 
of  pure  gold  plate,  gauge  No,  30,  is  cut 
to  about  the  shape  of  Fig.  8.  Being  an- 
nealed, it  is  grasped  at  the  straightest 

*I  have  recently  learned  that  Ash  &  Soo 
will  furnish  the  tubing  and  wire  to  fit,  oo 

application.  ^  t 
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edge  (Fig.  8,  a)  with  a  pair  of  clasp- 
benders,  and  hammered  down  to  the  flat 
end  of  the  benders  with  a  small  riveting 

Fio.  8. 


hammer  (Fig.  9)  until  it  assumes  the 
shape  shown  in  Figs.  10  and  11.  With  a 
pair  of  curved  shears  it  is  cut  along  the 


Fig.  9, 


collar  on  the  outside  at  a,  a.  Fig.  10,  and 
trimmed  down  so  that  the  metal  tongue 
will  pass  between  the  two  free  edges  of 
the  collar,  as  in  Fig.  12.  It  is  then  placed 
on  the  root  in  the  mouth  and  burnished 
and  trimmed  to  fit,  the  root  having  been 


previously  shaped  as  in  Fig.  17.  It  is 
then  carefully  removed  and  soldered 
along  the  free  edges  on  the  outside  and 
the  points  cut  off,  giving  you  a  half- 
collar  cap,  as  shown  in  Fig.  13,  which 
perfectly  fits  the  root.     The  balance  of 


Fig.  14.    Fig.  16. 


Fig.  10.       Fig.  17. 


the  work  is  the  same  as  in  the  construc- 
tion of  any  backed  and  soldered  crown. 

If,  however,  you  desire  to  construct  an 
al)-porcelain  crown.  No.  32  gauge  plati- 
num is  used  instead  of  pure  gold,  and 
the  two  ends  (Fig.  12,  a)  are  not  cut  off, 
but  are  burnished  down  on  to  the  tongue, 
when  the  cap  is  burnished  to  shape  in  the 
mouth,  to  give  additional  stiffness,  and 
then  soldered  with  pure  gold  or  platinum 
solder  where  they  lap.  The  cap  is  again 
placed  on  the  root  and  a  platino-iridium 
pin  is  pushed  through  the  cap,  but  in- 
stead of  cutting  it  flush  it  is  allowed  to 
extend  above  the  cap,  as  in  Figs.  14  and 
15.  A  little  sticky  wax  is  placed  on  the 
pin  and  cap,  and  they  are  carefully  with- 
drawn and  soldered  together  on  the  out- 
side. A  cross-pin  plate  tooth  is  selected 
and  ground  to  fit  in  the  mouth  with  the 
cap  and  pin  in  position,  the  pins  are  bent 
around  the  post  as  in  Fig.  16,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  a  little  sticky  wax,  it  is  all 
withdrawn,  invested,  and  soldered  at  a. 
Fig.  16.  This  holds  the  facing  firmly  in 
position  while  the  porcelain  is  built  up 
and  baked  to  the  proper  contour  on  the 
lingual  surface. 

Now,  it  must  be  obvious  to  you  all  that 
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a  half-collar  cap  made  in  this  way  has 
the  advantage  of  giving  you  all  the 
strength  of  a  full-collar  crown,  the  bevel 
on  the  front  of  the  root  corresponding  to 


the  front  part  of  the  band  of  the  full 
collar  v.ithout  its  unsightliness,  while  the 
half  collar  at  the  back  gives  strengtli 
where  the  strain  is  greatest. 


DISCUSSION. 


Dr.  Hart.  Did  I  understand  you  to 
say  that  you  set  these  collars  finally  with 
cement  ? 

Dr.  Sanger.  Not  exactly.  A  little 
oxyphosphate  is  placed  at  the  points  I 
spoke  of  to  hold  the  work  in  position 
while  the  amalgam  is  being  packed. 

Dr.  Meisburger.  How  do  you  get  the 
measure  of  the  original  size  of  the  root  ? 

Dr.  Sanger.  You  can  do  so  by  pla- 
cing the  fractured  piece  in  position  in 
the  mouth  and  taking  a  wire  measure- 
ment, but  this  is  both  difficult  and  un- 
necessary, as  in  turning  the  collar  in  the 
mouth  you  will  sufficiently  approximate 
the  original  form  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses. 

Dr.  Hart.  If  the  root  be  perfectly 
dry  and  free  from  blood,  would  not  the 
oxyphosphate  do  as  well  as  amalgam  ? 

Dr.  Sanger.  Under  any  circum- 
stance the  root  must  be  perfectly  dry  and 
clean,  but  oxyphosphate  will  not  do  as 
well,  because  it  is  not  as  durable.  Why 
use  oxyphosphate  when  the  amalgam  is 
just  as  easy  to  place,  and  gives  you  prac- 
tically one  solid  piece. 

Dr.  Hart.  Docs  not  the  adhesion  of 
the  oxyphosphate  to  the  root  give  it  an 
advantage  ? 

Dr.  Sanger.  Any  advantage  you 
might  get  from  the  adhesion  of  the  oxy- 
phosphate would  be  more  than  offset  by 
its  lack  of  durability. 

^TON.     Do  you  mean  to  say 


that  the  leverage  on  the  crown  will  not 
tend  to  force  the  amalgam  away? 

Dr.  Sanger.  That  is  just  what  1 
mean.  Your  pressure  is  outward  and 
upward,  forcing  the  amalgam  against 
the  root  rather  than  away  from  it 

Dr.  Hart.  Do  you  get  any  attachment 
of  the  amalgam  to  the  root  ? 

Dr.  Sanger.  None,  except  the  me- 
chanical attachment  which  you  provide 
for  in  preparing  the  root. 

Dr.  Hart.  Will  the  gum  cover  the 
platinum  ? 

Dr.  Sanger.  It  will  entirely,  so  that 
none  of  the  metal  shows. 

Dr.  Hart.  I  would  like  to  ask  if,  in 
packing  the  amalgam,  there  is  not  danger 
in  forcing  the  metal  away  from  the  root? 

Dr.  Sanger.  You  have  to  use  skill  in 
packing  it  there.  Certainly  you  can  force 
the  apron  away  if  you  do  not  use  proper 
judgment  in  placing  the  amalgam. 

Dr.  Meisburger.  I  would  like  to  ask 
how  the  doctor  gets  the  shape  of  the  pla- 
tinum front  if  he  has  not  been  able  to 
recover  the  fractured  portion  of  the  root. 

Dr.  Sanger.  With  the  clasp-benders 
the  platinum  apron  is  shaped,  and  then 
fitted  in  the  mouth.  Of  course,  when  the 
fractured  piece  is  lost  the  difficulty  is 
much  greater,  and  for  that  reason  I  have 
tried  to  lay  special  stress  upon  the  de- 
sirability of  saving  it. 

A  Member.  The  amalgam  takes  the 
place  of  the  fractured  piece? 
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Dr.  Sanger.  Yes.  It  would  be  pos- 
eible  to  put  the  fractured  piece  back  in 
place  with  cement  instead  of  the  amal- 
gam, but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  as 
durable.    I  have  never  tried  it. 

Dr.  Hart.  Would  you  always  advise 
the  banded  crown  in  these  conditions  ? 

Dr.  Sanger.    Yes,  by  all  means. 

Dr.  Hart.    Would  it  not  be  too  thick  ? 

Dr.  Sanger.  No,  that  has  not  been 
my  experience.  I  have  several  cases  in 
which  crowns  restored  in  this  way  have 
been  in  the  mouth  for  more  than  three 
years  and  are  still  in  a  perfect  condition. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Turner,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
I  want  to  congratulate  Dr.  Sanger  on  the 
beautiful  presentation  to-night,  and  also 
the  society  on  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
this  demonstration.  That  first  crown 
shown  is  a  very  valuable  one.  The  es- 
sayist remarked  in  the  beginning  of  his 
talk  that  if  he  said  something  to-night 
that  would  help  any  of  us  out  of  a  diffi- 
culty, he  would  feel  repaid  for  his  effort. 
I  am  sure  he  can  feel  himself  well  repaid 
because  he  has  shown  us  a  simple  and 
most  effective  manner  of  dealing  with 
one  of  the  most  distressing  accidents  we 
have  to  deal  with — fracture  of  a  root  in 
the  front  of  the  mouth.  If  a  natural 
crown  of  a  front  tooth  is  lost,  leaving  a 
sound  root  in  position,  we  do  not  as  a 
rule  feel  that  a  great  calamity  has  oc- 
curred, because  we  can  replace  the  lost 
part  with  such  a  perfect  substitute  that 
all  its  functions  will  be  well  performed, 
with  the  appearance  all  that  is  to  be  de- 
sired. If  the  root  be  fractured,  however, 
we  recognize  the  seriousness  of  the  con- 
dition, being  confronted  with  the  neces- 
sity of  either  extracting  the  root  at  once 
or  making  some  repair  that  is  generally 
but  temporary.  If  we  decide  to  repair 
by  binding  the  parts  together  in  some 
manner,  irritation  is  very  apt  to  super- 


vene and  continue  until  the  root  is  lost. 
If  we  proceed,  however,  according  to  this 
simple  method  which  Dr.  Sanger  has 
shown  us,  it  seems  that  the  root  ought  to 
support  an  artificial  crown  just  about  as 
well  as  before  the  fracture. 

In  reference  to  the  second  crown,  I 
will  only  say  that  its  general  adoption 
would  eliminate  all  fractures  of  roots,  so 
that  we  would  have  no  use  for  the  first 
crown.  I  confess  that  I  have  used  a  great 
many  bandless  crowns  on  the  front  teeth. 
If  a  root  presents  in  good  condition,  it 
has  been  my  idea  that  the  danger  of  frac- 
ture was. not  so  great  as  the  danger  from 
a  band  that  was  not  a  perfect  fit.  I  have 
found  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  pre- 
pare these  roots  so  that  a  perfect-fitting 
band  can  be  adjusted,  but  Dr.  Sanger's 
partial  band  simplifies  the  operation  con- 
siderably. The  essayist's  explanation  of 
the  method  has  been  very  plain,  and  he 
has  pointed  out  so  clearly  the  advantages 
to  be  gained  from  this  kind  of  practice 
that  I  see  nothing  to  criticize  in  the  work, 
but  everything  to  praise. 

Dr.  EosE.  I  would  like  to  ask  as  to 
the  propriety  of  placing  the  detachable- 
facing  crown  on  these  cases. 

Dr.  Sanger.  I  have  no  grudge  against 
detachable  facings,  but  I  am  free  to  con- 
fess to  you  that  I  haven't  much  faith  in 
them.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  are  so 
manifold  and  so  great  that  I  have  yet  to 
find  a  sufficient  advantage  in  them  to 
warrant  me  in  undertaking  these  difficul- 
ties— difficulties  in  regard  to  color,  shape, 
and  the  necessity  for  a  special  apparatus 
for  fitting  them  on.  My  limited  experi- 
ence with  the  detachable  facing  has  been 
such  that  I  cannot  recommend  it  very 
highly.  It  is  needless  to  say,  however, 
that  in  the  hands  of  the  skilful  operator 
it  is  just  as  easy  to  put  on  the  ordinary 
facing  of  the  Eichmond  crown  if  the 
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original  facing  has  been  fractured,  as  it 
is  to  get  a  new  facing  of  the  detachable 
kind  that  is  adapted  to  the  case  and  make 
it  go  back  into  the  little  slot  made  to  re- 
ceive it.  Of  course  it  is  needless  for  me 
to  go  into  the  details  of  this  kind  of  re- 
pair. (Being  requested  to  give  his 
method  in  this  kind  of  repair,  Dr.  Sanger 
proceeded  as  follows:) 

Let  us  assume,  first,  that  the  repair  is 
to  be  made  by  removing  the  collar.  At 
the  point  where  the  facing  is  fractured 
the  pin  is  readily  cut  off,  preserving  the 
collar  intact.  I  do  not  need  to  tell  you 
the  difiBculties  of  removing  the  pin  from 
the  root.  There  is  only  one  way  that  I 
know  of,  as  there  is  no  medicament  that 
will  dissolve  the  oxyphosphate,  and  that 
is  to  take  a  fine  fissure  bur  and  cut 
around  the  pin  until  you  can  take  it  out. 
The  balance  of  the  work  is  practically 
the  same  as  in  the  original  Richmond 
crown. 

Then,  in  a  case  where  we  do  not  want 
to  remove  the  collar  or  backing  we  have 
the  Bryant  system,  in  which  with  the  col- 
lar and  backing  in  position  we  take  a 
drill  and  cut  through  the  backing  where 
the  pins  of  the  original  facing  were  to 
the  palatal  side;  then  with  a  reamer 
which  has  a  bevel  you  cut  from  the  pala- 
tal side,  enlarging  these  holes,  and  little 
gold  nuts  are  made  which  just  fit  into 
the  enlarged  holes  made  by  the  bevel 
reamer.  Threads  are  then  made  on  the 
pins  on  the  facing.  The  nuts  are  put  on 
from  the  back  and  screwed  up,  putting 


oxyphosphate  between  the  facing  and  the 
backing  to  make  a  tight  joint.  Of  course 
if  the  nut  is  screwed  a  little  too  tighi 
you  will  split  the  facing,  as  there  is  a 
powerful  force  exerted  at  this  point. 
That  is  one  drawback  to  this  method,  but 
it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  system,  it  is  the 
fault  of  the  operator  in  screwing  the  nut 
too  tight.  It  would  be  better  not  to 
have  the  nuts  screwed  quite  tight  enough 
than  to  make  them  too  tight,  as  you  will 
invariably  split  the  facing. 

Dr.  C.  K.  Van  Vleck^  Hudson.  In 
removing  broken  crowns  of  this  kind 
from  the  front  teeth  I  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  success  by  drilling  a  hole  through 
the  backing  and  putting  into  this  the 
crooked  point  of  a  back-action  plugger, 
when  by  tapping  for  a  few  minutes  you 
can  shake  the  backing  off  the  root. 

Dr.  Sanger.  You  get  the  same  result, 
only  from  a  different  side.  Where  you 
have  a  fractured  facing  it  does  not  take 
much  play  of  the  imagination  to  show 
the  value  of  the  half-collar  crown.  Now, 
when  it  is  broken  the  pin  is  exposed  and 
you  can  drill  in  and  cut  the  pin  off  and 
remove  the  collar  intact.  The  pin  is 
drilled  out,  and  you  can  then  proceed  as 
in  the  first  work. 

In  closing,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
anything  further  to  add  to  the  discus- 
sion, as  I  have  done  most  of  the  talking 
already.  I  would  only  say  that  the  meth- 
ods I  have  brought  before  you  have  been 
very  valuable  to  me,  and  I  hope  they 
may  prove  of  like  value  to  many  of  yon. 
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(liANTERN  EXHIBIT). 


Dr.  F.  W.  Low,  Buffalo.  Dr.  Van 
Woert's  illustrations,  as  well  as  his  re- 
marks, prove  pretty  conclusively  that 
diagnosis  is  not  entirely  freed  from  em- 
piricism by  the  assistance  of  the  radio- 
graph silhouette. 

My  first  experience  with  one  of  these 
''ghosts"  led  to  erroneous  diagnosis. 
Luckily,  however,  no  harm  was  done,  for 
I  simply  burred  out  a  tooth-socket  over 
which  the  gum  tissue  had  failed  to  com- 
pletely heal,  subsequent  to  an  extraction 
done  neariy  two  years  previous  to  my 
attempted  operation.  The  radiograph 
showed  a  shadow  which  I  felt  ^'ustified 
in  diagnosing  as  a  portion  of  unextracted 
tooth-root.  The  operation  disclosed  no 
such  root  present.  If  any  root  tissue  was 
really  there  it  was  in  so  soft  and  disin- 
tegrated a  state  that  it  burred  out  with 
the  diseased  alveolus  and  was  indistin- 
guishable. The  outcome,  it  is  true,  justi- 
fied the  operation,  for  the  gum  tissue 
immediately  and  completely  healed. 
That,  however,  did  not  in  any  measure 
lessen  my  chagrin  upon  finding  that  I 
had  apparently  been  misled  by  the  radio- 
graph. 

With  reference  to  the  three  pictures 
which  Dr.  Van  Woert  last  exhibited,  I 
brought  them  along  only  to  show  how 
utterly  valueless  they  can  be  turned  out 
when  one  is  somewhat  inexperienced 
with  radiograph  work  upon  that  particu- 


lar region  of  the  anatomy  which  may  be 
submitted  for  illustration.  The  young 
men  who  exposed  and  developed  these 
pictures  are  experts  and  would  experi- 
ence no  diflSculty  in  abdominal  or  ex- 
tremity work,  yet  the  time  for  exposure, 
the  time  for  development,  and  the 
strength  of  the  developer  were  each  and 
all  erroneously  calculated,  and  conse- 
quently these  pictures  are  entirely  value- 
less in  aiding  me  to  form  an  opinion  on 
the  subject  I  had  under  consideration. 
Had  Dr.  Van  Woert  taken  these  I  might 
have  had  something  of  interest  to  offer 
you,  I  am  sure,  for  Dr.  Price  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  gave  me  positive  assurance 
that  it  was  quite  possible  of  accomplish- 
ment, and  he  has  promised  to  undertake 
and  report  to  me  in  the  near  future  a 
series  of  experiments  which  will  prove 
the  comparative  value  of  different  mate- 
rials in  regard  to  absolute  closure  of 
pulp-chambers  and  root-canals. 

A  Member.  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the 
danger  of  burning  the  tissues  has  been 
overcome. 

Dr.  Van  Woert.  That  has  been  a 
matter  of  the  past  for  a  long  time.  The 
most  extended  exposures  I  have  ever 
made  would  not  exceed  eight  or  nine 
minutes,  depending  upon  the  condition 
of  the  tissues,  and  I  have  had  no  trouble 
from  this  source. 

Dr.  Van  Woert  then  said  that  if  there 
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were  any  members  present  who  had  a 
case  that  would  be  interesting,  he  would 
make  some  radiographs  to  show  those 
present  how  it  was  done.  He  then  made 
exposures  for  several  of  the  members,  to 
be  developed  later. 

Dr.  HoFHEiNz.  We  have  seen  the 
photographs  shown  by  Dr.  Van  Woert, 
and  realize  the  value  of  the  X  ray  in  this 
work,  and  I  would  like  to  ask  his  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  therapeutic  effect  of 
the  X  ray  in  the  treatment  of  pyorrhea 
alveolaris.  I  have  known  many  cases  of 
skin  disease  which  were  improved  by  the 
X  ray,  and  would  like  to  have  an  opinion 
as  to  the  therapeutic  effect  upon  pyorrhea 
alveolaris. 

Dr.  Van  Wobet.  I  have -given  con- 
siderable thought  to  that  question,  but 
have  made  little  practical  investigation, 
because  I  have  yet  to  see  clearly  how  you 
are  going  to  get  benefit  in  this  disease 
without  surgical  procedure  in  the  begin- 
ning. Understanding  that  alveolar  pyor- 
rhea deposits  are  the  aggravating  cause 
of  the  disease,  you  must  go  t;o  the  root 
of  the  trouble  to  have  any  effect.  That 
being  the  case,  I  cannot  conceive  of  what 
practical  benefit  the  X  rays  are  going  to 
be  in  that  particular  direction.  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  perfect  surgical 
procedure  in  pyorrhea  is  almost  certain 
to  be  followed  by  good  results.  If  you 
can  get  to  the  trouble  in  time,  and  get 


the  good  results  that  Dr.  Bhcin  does,  I 
fail  to  see  where  the  X  rays  are  going 
to  be  applicable  to  this  disease.  I  do  not 
mean  to  be  understood  as  sajring  they  are 
not,  for  as  to  that  I  cannot  say.  The 
therapeutic  value  of  the  X  rays  in  gen- 
eral skin  diseases,  such  as  lupus,  epithe- 
lioma, etc.,  is  well  established;  but  the 
question  of  pyorrhea  alveolaris  is  another 
thing.  In  one  particular  case  that  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  several  dentists  with 
the  same  result,  which  was  under  my  care 
with  very  unsatisfactory  results,  and  in 
a  fit  of  desperation,  to  find  out  if  possible 
what  the  trouble  was  at  the  end  of  the 
root,  I  made  a  skiagraph.  I  made  two 
exposures,  five  and  seven  minutes ;  we  put 
in  a  dressing  into  the  root,  and  the  pa- 
tient went  away  for  some  little  time,  and 
when  he  came  back  he  said,  *^ell,  doc- 
tor, that  X  ray  did  the  work.  I  have 
not  had  any  trouble  since.'*  I  filled  the 
tooth,  and  it  has  never  given  any  trouble 
from  that  day  to  this.  Dr.  Morton  of 
New  York  claimed  that  it  was  the  effect 
of  the  X  ray  that  cured  the  tooth;  but  I 
doubt  it. 

The  President.  If  no  one  else  wishes 
to  speak  on  the  subject,  I  will  ask  Dr. 
Van  Woert  to  close  the  discussion. 

Dr.  Van  Woert  said  that  he  had  noth- 
ing further  to  add  except  to  thank  the 
audience  for  their  kind  attention  during 
his  talk. 
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Br  IfiDWARD  C.  KIRK.  D.D.S.,    Sc.D.,  Phlladelpliia,  Pa. 


IN  the  study  of  disease  one  may  attack 
the  problem  from  a  variety  of  stand- 
points selected  with  reference  to  the 
kind  of  result,  practical  or  philosophic, 
which  one  may  desire  to  attain.  Thus 
the  empiric  is  satisfied  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  any  means  which  will  effect  a 
cure,  and  is  without  interest  in  either 
the  therapeutic  principles  involved  or 
the  etiology  of  the  disorder  which  he 
treats. 

The  complexity  of  the  phenomena  pre- 
sented by  morbid  vital  action,  and  the 
extent  to  which  comfortable  living  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness  are  involved 
therein,  have,  however,  constantly  stimu- 
lated investigation  into  the  more  occult 
causes  of  disease,  to  the  end  that  in  the 
light  of  a  knowledge  of  its  origin  there 
might  be  revealed  to  us  the  solution  of 
its  prevention  and  successful  treatment. 

Out  of  this  effort  to  discover  the  true 
solution  of  disease  phenomena  have 
grown  the  modem  methods  of  laboratory 
research  in  pathology  and  physiology,  as 
well  as  the  immense  fund  of  knowledge 
comprising  the  results  of  bacteriological 
research  as  a  factor  in  disease  causation. 
As  a  consequence  of  the  enormous  ac- 
cumulation of  data  due  to  the  modern 
methods  of  research  in  medical  science, 
empiricism  as  a  factor  in  the  practice  of 


all  departments  of  the  healing  art  is  be- 
ing rapidly  eliminated,  so  that  the  prac- 
titioner of  the  present  is  compelled  to 
equip  himself  by  careful  and  thorough 
training  in  the  science  of  his  calling  if 
he  would  succeed  in  the  rational  treat- 
ment of  disease. 

The  increasing  quest  for  definite 
knowledge  as  to  vital  phenomena  in  both 
their  normal  and  abnormal  expressions 
has  wrought,  and  is  constantly  bringing 
about,  changes  of  attitude  in  professional 
thought  and  modes  of  practice. 

The  effects  produced  upon  ancient 
ideas  of  pathology  by  the  discovery  of 
the  relation  of  bacteria  to  disease  causa- 
tion was  revolutionary,  and  the  advances 
made  in  our  conceptions  of  etiology  with 
the  corresponding  readjustment  of  thera- 
peutics in  harmony  therewith  has  con- 
stituted perhaps  the  most  important 
epoch  in  medical  science.  There  are, 
however,  evidences  that  the  advance 
guard  of  medical  research  is  shifting  its 
ground  somewhat  for  a  new  point  of  at- 
tack upon  the  problem  of  disease  causa- 
tion. Bacterial  pathology  as  a  science 
has  developed  to  such  a  degree  that  we 
may  now  say  in  general  terms  that  we 
know  how  pathogenic  bacteria  cause  dis- 
ease, and  the  working  out  of  individual 
problems  in  that  line  concerns  simple 
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matters  of  detail  based  upon  broad  and 
well-known  general  principles.  The  new 
field  of  research  that  confronts  us  is  not 
a  question  of  how  bacteria  cause  disease^ 
but  why  in  certain  instances  they  do  not. 
In  other  words  the  problems  of  immunity 
and  susceptibility — ^those  conditions  of 
the  bodily  organism  which  determine 
whether  disease  invasion  can  or  cannot 
take  place — are  the  burning  problems 
which  biological  research  is  now  con- 
cerned with,  and  upon  which  so  much  of 
great  pith  and  moment  to  human  health 
and  happiness  depends. 

The  problems  of  dental  pathology  are 
simply  the  problems  of  general  pathology 
specialized  with  respect  to  the  territory 
with  which  they  are  concerned,  and  the 
same  basal  principles  are  common  to 
both. 

The  Constitutional  Factor. 

It  is  my  purpose  to-day  to  invite  your 
attention  to  some  of  the  fundamental 
considerations  which  it  seems  to  me  we 
must  take  into  account  in  dealing  with 
the  pathological  conditions  we  are  called 
upon  to  treat  in  the  mouth,  and  mainly 
to  attempt  to  clear  up  somewhat  that 
vexed  and  much-discussed  problem  of 
the  constitutional  or  systemic  factor  in 
relation  to  diseases  of  the  dental  and  oral 
structures. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  wordy 
warfare  that  has  been  waged  around  the 
question  of  whether  pyorrhea  is  a  con- 
stitutional or  a  local  disorder,  and  that 
problem  will  serve  as  the  piece  de  resist- 
ance in  illustrating  the  principles  which 
I  desire  to  bring  before  you.  Let  me  at 
the  outset  define  the  limitations  with 
which  for  present  purposes  I  shall  invest 
that  much-misused  term  "pyorrhea  al- 
veolaris.^'  I  exclude  for  the  present  all 
those  cases  of  destructive  gingivitis  in 


which  the  disease  is  manifestly  a  filth 
disease  strictly  localized  in  character,  due 
to  the  impingement  of  salivary  calculus 
upon  the  gingival  margin,  in  which  the 
infection  is  superficial  and  the  result- 
ing infiammation  is  of  the  ulcerative 
type,  and  which  is  curable  solely  by  the 
complete  removal  of  the  obvious  cause. 

The  disorder  to  which  I  ask  your  at- 
tention is  that  type  of  chronic  suppura- 
tive necrotic  inflammation  in  which  the 
infection  of  the  retentive  structures  of 
the  tooth  is  deep-seated,  where  the  sup- 
purative inflammation  is  of  the  abscess 
type  rather  than  the  ulcerative,  where 
salivary  tartar  is  not  the  obvious  irrita- 
tive cause,  and  where  local  treatment 
alone  is  inadequate  to  effect  a  cure  or 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  disorder,  and 
especially  where  some  error  in  the  nutri- 
tional processes  of  the  individual  is  a 
constant  factor  in  the  case. 

I  am  aware  that  many  of  our  profes- 
sion will  not  be  inclined  to  admit  that 
the  constitutional  factor  of  faulty  nutri- 
tion has  any  bearing  on  the  local  pyor- 
rheal  trouble  under  consideration,  but  it 
is  for  precisely  that  reason  that  I  have 
selected  this  pathological  condition  as  an 
illustrative  one  to  defend  the  broad  gen- 
eral principle  that  under  normal  nutri- 
tional conditions  the  human  organism  is, 
broadly  speaking,  not  vulnerable  to  the 
invasion  of  those  mouth  bacteria  which 
in  these  pyorrheal  patients  are  the  ex- 
citers of  the  necrotic  inflammatory  pro- 
cess. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  in  my  opiniou 
to  the  work  and  observations  of  Peiroe, 
Talbot,  Ehein,  and  others  who  have 
called  our  attention  with  much  emphasis 
to  the  importance  of  constitutional  con- 
ditions of  malnutrition  as  predisposing 
factors  in  the  causation  of  pyorrhea;  for 
the  more  closely  we  investigate  the  mat- 
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ter  and  the  more  intimately  we  recognize 
the  data  of  nutrition  in  its  normal  and 
aberrant  expressions  the  more  clearly  do 
we  see  the  direct  bearing  which  nutrition 
exerts  upon  the  phenomena  of  disease  in- 
vasion. 

Systemic  Phenomena  in  Pyorrhea. 

From  the  purely  clinical  standpoint 
every  practitioner  will  admit  that  as  a 
class  the  pyorrheal  cases  under  considera- 
tion are  generally  associated  with  cer- 
tain more  or  less  evident  aberrations 
from  normal  health.  I  think  there  can 
be  no  division  of  opinion  as  to  the  fact, 
so  that  whatever  differences  we  may  have 
in  this  connection  will  be  as  regards  the 
interpretation  of  the  fact. 

It  is  claimed  by  certain  observers  that 
the  ill  health  of  a  patient  with  attendant 
indigestion,  constipation,  and  bilious  at- 
tacks, loss  of  flesh,  headache,  etc.,  are 
symptoms  caused  by  the  constant  swal- 
lowing of  pus  germs  and  infected  food 
contaminated  with  the  mouth  bacteria 
and  their  toxins ;  therefore,  if  the  mouth 
be  made  healthy  by  local  treatment  the 
constitutional  symptoms  and  bad  health 
will  necessarily  disappear.  The  reason- 
ing is  strictly  of  the  post  hoc  ergo  prop- 
ter hoc  order,  and  is  like  the  old  farmer 
who  said  that  "down  where  he  lived  they 
swore  by  Abraham  Lincoln  and  God 
Almighty,*^  and  who  was,  according  to 
the  lamented  president's  opinion,  "only 
about  half  right.'* 

Two  facts  which  anyone  may  verify 
upon  careful  investigation  prove  the  er- 
ror of  the  position  of  those  who  regard 
the  pyorrheal  condition  as  the  cause  of 
the  systemic  disturbance.  First,  the  cure 
of  the  pyorrhea  does  not  cure  the  consti- 
tutional malnutrition,  though  we  admit 
at  once  and  freely  that  the  local  pyor- 
rheal treatment  may  and  often  does  im- 


prove the  general  health  of  the  patient. 
Second,  a  careful  and  intelligent  investi- 
gation of  the  case  will  show  that  the  mal- 
nutrition was  a  chronic  condition  long 
antedating  the  pyorrheal  outbreak,  which 
is  therefore  a  symptom  or  indication  of 
malnutrition,  and  not  its  cause.  The 
causal  relation  of  pyorrhea  to  ill  health 
is  important  in  so  far  as  it  is  an  active 
factor  in  the  production  of  a  so-called 
vicious  circle  which  intensifies  an  origi- 
nal constitutional  vice. 

In  the  study  of  malnutrition  in  con- 
nection with  lesions  of  the  oral  and  den- 
tal tissues  I  have  during  the  past  year 
been  compelled  from  the  results  of  my 
laboratory  research  to  fundamentally  re- 
organize my  conceptions  of  the  meaning 
of  malnutrition.  I  had  previously  ap-, 
plied  that  term  to  individuals  who  were 
obviously  out  of  health,  or  whose  subjec- 
tive symptoms  led  them  to  seek  relief 
from  some  disorder  of  bodily  function. 
Investigation  of  a  large  number  of  cases 
by  analysis  of  the  saliva  and  the  urine 
has  convinced  me  that  slight  impairment 
and  abnormality  in  the  nutritional  pro- 
cesses may  exist  for  long  periods  of  time 
and  without  producing  readily  recogniz- 
able symptoms,  but  which  nevertheless 
in  due  course  so  lower  the  vital  potential 
of  the  individual  as  to  ultimately  make 
him  vulnerable  to  disease  invasion,  and 
that  in  very  many  instances  the  disease 
invasion  takes  the  form  of  an  infec- 
tion of  the  supporting  structures  of  the 
teeth,  producing  so-called  pyorrhea  alveo- 
laris. 

We  have  so  long  been  accustomed  to 
the  formula  ^^acteria  cause  disease''  that 
we  overlook  the  equally  important  quali- 
fying fact  that  they  cause  disease  only 
when  the  internal  resistive  forces  of  the 
organism  are  so  lowered  as  to  be  unequal 
to  the  task  of  preventing  the  bacterial 
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invasion.  The  importance  of  the  vital 
resistance  of  the  organism  as  a  protec- 
tive influence  against  disease  invasion 
has  by  no  means  been  unrecognized 
among  dental  writers,  but  the  magnifi- 
cent proportions  which  the  bacterial  fac- 
tor in  disease  causation  has  assumed  in 
the  minds  of  bacterial  pathologists  have 
tended  to  overshadow  and  obscure  the 
factor  of  vital  resistance,  temporarily  at 
least.  The  late  Robert  Q.  IngersoU  is, 
1  believe,  credited  with  the  remark  that 
if  he  could  have  had  his  way  about  it  he 
would  have  made  good  health  contagious 
instead  of  disease,  and  it  is  beginning  to 
look  as  if  the  next  step  of  scientific  medi- 
cal research  was  to  be  toward  a  practical 
realization  of  the  Ingersollian  ideal  in 
that  particular. 

Modern  Conceptions  of  the  Nutri- 
tional Process. 

Let  us  examine  for  a  moment  the 
modern  conceptions  of  the  nutritional 
process  so  that  they  may  serve  as  the  pre- 
liminary to  an  attempt  at  a  better  under- 
standing of  what  malnutrition  means 
and  how  malnutrition  may  be  a  predis- 
posing factor  in  bacterial  invasion. 

In  a  broad  biological  sense  nutrition 
comprises  two  distinct  processes  or  types 
of  phenomena  expressed  in  that  unit  of 
vitality,  the  living  cell.  First,  a  synthe- 
sis, or  building-up  process  by  which  ele- 
mentary or  simple  compound  inorganic 
matter  is  serially  constructed  into  molec- 
ular compounds  of  the  greatest  complex- 
ity; and  second,  an  analytic  process  by 
which  these  highly  complex  compounds 
are  split  or  broken  down  again  into  sim- 
pler compounds,  some  of  which  are 
thrown  off  by  the  organism  as  waste 
and  others  rebuilt  into  the  higher  com- 
pou-  '  '     again  broken  down  as  be- 


fore. The  first  or  synthetic  process  we 
call  assimilation,  and  the  second  or  an- 
alytic process  we  call  dissimilation.  It 
is  somewhere  along  the  line  of  these 
chemical  mutations  of  the  contents  of 
the  living  cell  that  there  is  manifested 
that  phenomenon  which  we  call  vitality  or 
life,  and  it  is  in  relation  to  the  harmoni- 
ous adjustment  of  the  building  up  and 
the  breaking  down,  the  synthetic  and  an- 
alytic  functions  respectively  of  the  cell 
protoplasm  that  the  highest  vital  ex- 
pression, the  acme  of  life  potential,  is 
developed. 

The  building  up  of  cellular  protoplasm 
begins  in  the  plant — in  which  it  has  its 
simplest  expnjssion — by  the  conversion 
of  water  and  carbon  dioxid  into  starch 
through  the  agency  of  chlorophyll,  the 
analogue  of  hemoglobin  in  the  animal 
body.  The  conversion  of  the  vegetable 
starch  into  proteid  through  the  use  of  it 
as  food  by  animals  constitutes  a  further 
synthesis,  and  in  its  final  expression  is 
the  limit  of  the  synthetic  process  by 
which  the  characteristic  and  highly  com- 
plex compound,  the  proteid  of  animafl 
protoplasm  is  developed.  It  is  therefore 
the  production,  the  breaking  down,  and 
the  reconstruction  of  animal  proteid 
which  is  comprehended  in  the  general 
term  "nutrition'*  as  applied  to  living  an- 
imals. As  a  graphic  aid  to  a  conception 
of  the  general  factors  involved  in  the  nu- 
tritional process.  Prof.  Max  Verwom  has 
offered  the  following  formula:  Let  a 
represent  assimilation  and  d  dissimila- 
tion, then  when  d  =  1  nutrition  is  nor- 
mal, but  when  ^  >  1  or  ^  <  1  then 
nutrition  is  abnormal,  the  first  tending 
toward  hypertrophy,  the  second  toward 
atrophy,  and  both  indicating  a  fall  from 
normal  vital  potential  and  a  correspond- 
ing inability  to  resist  bacterial  invasion 
— if  indeed  the  conditions  named  may 
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not  in  and  of  themselves  be  regarded  as 
disease  conditions. 

Some   New   Indices   of   Faulty 
Nutrition. 

I  have  reported  in  other  papers  some 
results  of  my  study  of  these  constitu- 
tional errors  in  the  nutritional  process 
which  I  regard  as  the  predisposing  fac- 
tors in  disease  causation,  my  investiga- 
tions being  largely  confined  to  studies  of 
the  saliva  and  urine  in  connection  with 
clinical  cases  of  lithemia,  arthritism,  or 
that  group  of  disorders  dependent  upon 
imperfect  oxidation  of  the  cell  proto- 
plasm. It  is  in  connection  with  this  con- 
dition— ^the  hyperacid  diathesis  of  Gau- 
trelet,  Bouchard,  Michaels,  and  others — 
that  we  find  pyorrhea  often  as  a  concomi- 
tant local  disease.  I  have  already  re- 
ported the  finding  in  both  urine  and  sa- 
liva of  waste  products  which  practically 
demonstrate  that  imperfect  or  impaired 
oxidizing  power  is  the  fundamental  dia- 
thetic fault.  In  a  paper  read  before  the 
fifteenth  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Odontographic  Society  of  Chicago  I  re- 
ported the  finding  of  ammonium  cyanate 
in  the  urine,  and  explained  its  signifi- 
cance in  connection  with  disordered 
liver  function  and  its  importance  as  a 
source  of  abnormal  loss  of  nitrogen  with 
consequent  derangement  of  nutrition.  I 
further  explained  the  mechanism  of  the 
loss  of  phosphorus  in  cases  of  so-called 
phosphaturia  and  the  effects  of  the  phos- 
phorus-starvation thereby  induced. 

I  wish  now  to  call  your  attention  to 
two  other  findings  which  occur  in  certain 
malnutritional  states  dependent  upon 
imperfect  oxidation  and  which  not  only 
develop  toxemias  but  lower  the  vital 
standard  in  pyorrheal  cases. 

The  appearance  of  oxalic  acid  as  ox- 
alates in  the  urine  has  long  been  recog- . 


nized  as  a  clinical  fact,  and  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  its  significance  has 
been  expressed.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  oxalates  may  appear  in  the  urine 
after  the  ingestion  of  certain  foods,  nota- 
bly of  tomatoes,  which  are  known  to  con- 
tain oxalates  in  considerable  amount, 
and  the  presence  of  oxalates  in  the  urine 
has  been  therefore  stated  to  have  no  sig- 
nificant bearing  upon  the  question  of 
faulty  cell-metabolism.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  can  be  shown  beyond  reasonable 
doubt  that  oxalic  acid  is  produced  as  a 
side  product  from  the  cleavage  of  uric 
acid  and  some  of  its  forerunners  in  the 
dissimilation  of  proteid,  and  its  appear- 
ance in  the  urine  in  large  quantities  for 
a  considerable  length  of  time  must  be 
taken  as  an  evidence  of  faulty  metab- 
olism. 

Heretofore  the  reported  findings  of 
oxalic  acid  in  the  urine  have  always  and 
only  been  made  when  the  acid  was  in 
combination  with  calcium  as  calcium 
oxalate,  in  which  form  it  is  readily  rec- 
ognized under  the  microscope  by  reason 
of  its  characteristic  crystalline  form.  I 
have  found,  however,  in  certain  cases 
where  the  appearance  of  oxalate  of  lime 
in  the  urine  is  associated  with  other  phe- 
nomena indicatiag  a  general  faulty 
metabolism,  that  the  period  of  the  dis- 
ease is  one  of  well-advanced  oxaluria  in 
which  the  earlier  stages  were  character- 
ized by  the  loss  of  oxalic  acid  as  sodium 
oxalate,  a  salt  which  can  only  be  opti- 
cally detected  in  the  urine  by  means  of 
the  micropolariscope.  These  oxaluric 
cases  are  characterized  by  nervous  mani- 
festations, they  are  of  the  irritable  neu- 
rasthenic type  and  usually  of  spare, 
anemic  habit,  and  where  the  oxaluria 
is  the  index  of  a  chronic  faulty  metab- 
olism the  oxalic  acid  is  excreted  in  the 
early  stages  as  a  sodium  combination 
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followed  later  by  the  appearance  of  cal- 
cium oxalates  in  both  saliva  and  urine. 

Another  and  to  me  most  interesting 
waste  product,  which  I  have  recently  de- 
termined in  the  urine  of  two  cases  of 
typical  malnutrition,  is  lactic  acid  in 
combination  as  calcium  lacto-phosphate 
and  calcium  lactate. 

The  fact  is  well  known  that  lactic  acid 
in  large  quantities  is  produced  in  the 
organism  from  the  carbohydrate  moiety 
of  proteid  as  a  normal  part  of  the  nutri- 
tional process,  but  as  lactic  acid  under 
normal  conditions  is  never  found  in  the 
excretions  its  destination  in  the  economy 
was  long  a  matter  of  doubt  until  the 
research  of  Minkowski  threw  light  upon 
it.  That  investigator  extirpated  the 
liver  in  geese  and  found  that  there- 
after they  excreted  not  uric  acid,  as  is 
the  case  with  the  normal  goose,  but  in- 
stead of  uric  they  excreted  large  quanti- 
ties of  lactic  acid  and  ammonia  in  the 
quantitative  relations  of  ammonium 
lactate ;  from  which  result  he  concluded, 
doubtless  correctly,  that  ammonium  lac- 
tate was  the  forerunner  of  uric  acid  in 
the  economy,  and  was  transformed  into 
the  latter  compound  through  the  agency 
of  the  liver. 

The  finding,  therefore,  of  considerable 
quantities  of  calcium  lactate  and  lacto- 
phosphate  in  the  urine  of  the  patients 
alluded  to  would  strongly  indicate  a 
functionally  disordered  liver,  one  in- 
capable of  converting  the  lactates  into 
urates.  The  exact  extent  of  the  liver 
disorder  is  yet  to  be  determined,  but  that 


it  exists  in  pronounced  form  is  shown 
by  the  clinical  examination  as  well  as  by 
the  analysis  of  the  urine. 

Faulty    Metabolism   and    Lowered 
Vitality. 

These  faults  of  metabolism  of  which 
I  have  given  but  a  cursory  account  are 
productive  of  lowered  vitality  in  hro 
ways :  First,  by  depriving  the  organism 
of  benefit  expressed  as  high  vital  poten- 
tial which  is  a  result  of  the  normal 
nutritional  process;  and  second,  by  pro- 
ducing toxic  waste  products  which  accu- 
mulate in  the  blood  and  still  further 
depress  the  vital  resistance  of  the  cellu- 
lar elements  nourished  by  the  toxic 
blood-stream,  and  creating  thereby  a 
vicious  nutritional  circle. 

It  is  these  two  factors — ^tissue  starva- 
tion and  auto-intoxication — ^which  to  me 
seem  sufficient  to  account  for  the  lowered 
vital  tone  which  renders  the  individual 
vulnerable  to  the  invasion  of  those  dis- 
ease-producing bacteria  which  under 
conditions  of  normal  nutrition  would  be 
— and  as  a  matter  of  fact  are,  for  the 
most  part — harmless. 

From  the  viewpoint  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  set  before  you  it  must  be 
obvious  not  only  that  pyorrhea,  within 
the  limitations  which  I  have  for  present 
purposes  confined  that  term,  is  the  indi- 
cation of  a  state  of  abnormal  nutrition, 
but  that,  it  being  a  result  thereof,  we 
must  seek  to  remove  the  constitutional 
vice  before  we  can  hope  to  successfnlly 
treat  the  local  disorder. 
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Dr.  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  I  regret 
that  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
read  this  paper  in  advance  of  the  meet- 
ing and  80  be  better  prepared  to  discuss 
it,  but  I  will  do  the  best  I  can,  knowing 
that  any  shortcomings  in  what  I  may  say 
will  be  made  up  for  by  the  gentlemen 
who  are  to  succeed  me.  Dr.  Kirk  in  be- 
ginning referred  to  Dr.  Truman  and  his 
criticism  of  the  use  of  the  word  saliva 
as  employed  by  the  essayist  in  his  papers, 
and  some  ten  days  ago  I  felt  myself 
among  the  class  referred  to  when  he  said 
he  could  not  help  employing  these  words 
— ^he  was  bom  that  way ;  that  he  supplied 
the  words,  and  those  who  did  not  under- 
stand them  would  have  to  purchase  dic- 
tionaries and  find  out  the  meanings  for 
themselves.  Fortunately  I  did  not  have 
to  purchase  dictionaries,  as  I  had  them, 
but  I  did  consult  them,  and  attributed 
the  necessity  of  my  doing  so  to  my  own 
lack  of  knowledge  and  not  to  any  desire 
on  the  part  of  Dr.  Elirk  to  employ  words 
that  might  mystify  rather  than  en- 
Ughten.  The  paper  is  entirely  free  of 
anything  that  is  difficult  for  the  most 
ordinary  mind  to  understand.  The  sub- 
ject is  beautifully  set  before  us,  and 
everything  plainly  and  explicitly  stated. 

The  dental  profession  in  this  country 
is  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  Michaels  of 
Paris,  who  undoubtedly  furnished  the  in- 
spiration for  Dr.  Kirk  which  caused  him 
to  carry  out  the  investigations  which 
have  occupied  him  during  the  past  two 
years,  and  of  which  we  have  had  the 
benefit  in  the  various  papers  he  has  read 
before  dental  societies  during  that  time. 
Dr.  Michaels  advanced  the  theory  that 
examinations  of  the  saliva  would  deter- 


mine constitutional  conditions  much 
more  certainly  and  definitely  than  exam- 
inations of  either  the  blood  or  the  urine. 
The  result  of  Dr.  Kirk's  investigations 
has  been  to  demonstrate  most  conclu- 
sively to  him  to  what  certain  well-recog- 
nized disease  conditions  incident  to  the 
mouth  are  due — conditions  which  are 
familiar  to  us  all,  but  the  causes  of 
which  have  always  been  more  or  less 
veiled  in  obscurity. 

Before  the  Second  District  Society,  at 
the  meeting  to  which  Dr.  Kirk  refers, 
the  slides  from  which  some  of  these 
photographs  were  taken  were  exhibited, 
and  let  me  say  in  parenthesis  that  while 
these  photographs  are  beautiful  they  give 
but  little  idea  of  the  marvelous  beauty 
of  the  pictures  that  were  thrown  upon 
the  screen.  These  are  only  in  black  and 
white,  but  on  the  screen  were  shown  the 
most  exquisitely  beautiful  colors  you  ever 
saw.  I  never  saw  a  flower  in  nature  so 
delicately  and  perfectly  colored  as  were 
the  crystals  when  depicted  upon  the 
screen  at  that  time.  He  demonstrated 
that  the  cause  of  erosion  when  the  ero- 
sion was  general  throughout  the  mouth — 
not  only  upon  one  or  two  teeth,  but  where 
the  enamel  and  dentin  had  wasted  away 
from  the  labial  and  lingual  aspects  of  the 
teeth — was  due  to  a  condition  of  the 
system  which  manifests  itself  in  the 
mouth  by  a  general  lactic  acid  formation, 
and  where  the  erosion  was  localized  and 
only  affected  a  few  of  the  teeth  it  was 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  excretion  of  hy- 
drogen sodium  phosphate  from  the  buc- 
cal mucous  glands.  In  the  paper  read  be- 
fore the  Chicago  Odontographic  Society 
shortly  afterward,  and  which  was  the  re- 
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suit  of  iiiYcstigations  along  this  same 
line,  he  demonstrated  most  positively 
that  cases  of  rapid  wasting  away  or  loss 
of  tooth-substance  that  had  been  gener- 
ally attributed  to  rapid  decay  from  some 
cause  or  other,  was  but  another  manifes- 
tation of  erosion  due  to  this  same  hydro- 
gen sodium  phosphate  which  had  been 
excreted  by  the  mucous  glands  through- 
out the  mouth.  So  that  we  as  dentists 
have  derived  knowledge  of  great  impor- 
tance from  Dr.  Kirk's  investigations  of 
the  saliva.  At  other  times,  and  particu- 
larly to-day,  the  papers  have  been  de- 
voted largely  to  metabolism,  which  I 
understand  to  be  the  chemical  changes 
within  the  body  by  which  protoplasm  is 
either  renewed  or  changed  to  perform 
special  functions  or  else  disorganized  and 
prepared  for  excretion. 

In  referring  to  pyorrhea,  the  essayist 
has  eliminated  that  class  of  cases  where 
it  is  undoubtedly  due  to  local  filth  and 
which  can  be  restored  to  normal  condi- 
tions by  the  removal  of  the  cause,  and 
confined  himself  to  that  class  of  cases 
where  in  mouths  fairly  clean  and  well 
cared  for  we  fijid  a  loss  of  gum  tissue 
and  absorption  of  the  alveolus.  Such 
cases  cannot  be  cured  by  local  treatment 
alone.  Dr.  Elirk  demonstrated  very 
clearly  that  they  are  due  to  a  degenerated 
condition  of  the  general  system,  and 
without  scientific  and  intelligent  consti- 
tutional treatment  the  normal  conditions 
of  the  mouth  cannot  be  restored. 

This  brings  us  to  the  point  that  we  as 
dentists  should  be  able  not  only  to  recog- 
nize these  mouth  manifestations,  but  to 
understand  the  constitutional  causes  and 
be  prepared  to  indicate  the  treatment. 
Under  these  circumstances  we  now  refer 
such  patients  to  their  family  physician 
for  constitutional  treatment;  but  very, 
v^  '^sicians  have  had  the  neces- 


sary special  scientific  training  to  make 
a  correct  diagnosis  and  prescribe  a 
remedy.  It  is  rarely  that  dentists  are 
educated  to  treat  constitutionally  the 
class  of  cases  under  discussion.  Here 
and  there  may  be  found  a  Kirk,  but  they 
are  very  few.  I  am  optimistic  enough, 
however,  to  believe  that  the  future  of 
dentistry  is  to  be  largely  in  the  line  of 
prevention,  and  to  advance  as  we  must 
and  as  we  are  sure  to  do,  the  standard  of 
dental  education  must  be  far  in  advance 
of  what  it  is  now,  and  I  welcome  the  plan 
which  some  of  our  universities  are  almost 
ready  to  put  into  operation,  of  requiring 
dental  students  in  some  branches  to  at- 
tend the  same  lectures  that  the  medical 
students  do.  Our  art  has  arrived  at  that 
degree  of  proficiency  that  the  treatment 
of  the  results  of  decay  is  almost  an  exact 
science.  But  much  is  to  be  learned  as 
to  the  cause  and  treatment  of  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  gums  and  alveolus  and  the 
loosening  of  the  teeth  as  a  result  of  con- 
stitutional conditions,  and  thus  contribu- 
tions to  our  knowledge  upon  this  subject 
such  as  we  have  just  listened  to  are  of 
great  value  to  us,  and  Dr.  Kirk  has  our 
sincere  thanks. 

Dr.  Geo.  V.  I.  Brown,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.  When  I  learned  yesterday  that  you 
were  to  have  a  meeting,  the  temptation 
to  meet  again  those  whom  I  remembered 
so  pleasantly  was  so  strong  that  I 
boarded  the  Albany  boat  with  Dr.  Kirk. 
I  did  not  know  that  I  would  be  asked  to 
discuss  this  paper — ^a  well-nigh  impossi- 
ble imdertaking  without  preparation, 
but  one  that  I  would  have  felt  a  great 
privilege  if  I  could  have  had  a  few 
weeks  in  which  to  prepare  some  sort  of 
an  appropriate  discussion  of  the  subject 
I  think  you  all  will  agree  with  me  that 
this  is  not  the  kind  of  paper  to  be  dis- 
cussed  in  an  oflfhand  manner;  it  is  more 
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than  that,  for  it  treats  of  a  subject  that 
requires  special  study,  and  one  that  only 
a  very  few  original  investigators  are  able 
or  fit  to  discuss;  nevertheless  I  wish  to 
speak  to  you  of  the  ideas  that  have  passed 
rapidly  through  my  mind  since  I  learned 
that  I  was  to  be  a  victim  on  this  occasion. 
In  the  consideration  of  a  subject  of 
this  sort  there  are  two  questions  which 
must  come  before  us:  first,  what  is 
the  possible  benefit  to  humanity  to  be 
derived  from  the  work,  and  second,  what 
benefit  can  or  will  it  be  to  our  own  pro- 
fession— ^because  we  finally  and  invari- 
ably reach  the  more  selfish  view.  The 
second  question  is  more  easily  disposed 
of  than  the  first,  and  so  I  will  take  them 
in  the  reverse  order.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  Dr.  Kirk,  or  anyone  else  who  is  identi- 
fied with  the  dental  profession,  by 'any 
means  aids  in  bringing  to  light  some  new 
method  of  diagnosis — remember,  I  dis- 
tinguish between  method  and  theory — a 
method  of  diagnosis  which  with  certainty 
enables  us  to  recognize  even  one  disease 
and  thus  establish  new  treatment  di- 
rected to  even  one  special  organ  for  the 
successful  cure  of  disease,  he  will  have 
made  the  profession  of  dentistry  famous 
for  all  time,  and  settled  at  once  the  ques- 
tion so  often  discussed  about  the  recog- 
nition of  dentistry  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession. We  feel  certain  that  Dr.  Klirk 
has  gone  far  enough  to  call  forth  the 
interest  and  doubtless  the  admiration  of 
the  best  medical  men  of  the  world  when 
they  understand  the  nature  of  the  work 
he  is  doing.  I  was  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  absolutely  scientific  demon- 
stration which  seemed  to  prove  so  con- 
clusively by  both  chemic  and  microscopic 
study  that  the  appearance  of  the  saliva 
in  individuals  affected  by  certain  dis- 
orders of  the  liver  was  indicative  of  the 
disease,  and  this  was  identical  with  the 


excretions  in  the  case  of  the  goose  which 
was  the  subject  of  experiment  by  a  pre- 
vious investigator*  (Minkowski)  under 
circumstances  with  which  we  are  all 
familiar,  and  through  which  it  is  possible 
to  recognize  a  definite  cause  and  accu- 
rately determined  result.  This  signifies 
much  from  the  standpoint  of  the  thera- 
peutist. It  means  that  methods  of  treat- 
ment can  be  applied  to  the  cure  of  indi- 
viduals whose  saliva  or  urine  under  Dr. 
Kirk's  examination  shows  crystals  of  the 
peculiar  forms  and  having  chemical 
properties  such  as  he  has  found  to  be 
associated  with  disease  of  the  liver;  and 
the  pathology  being  understood,  curative 
agents  may  be  scientifically  administered 
with  reasonable  hope  of  correcting  the 
pathognomonic  symptoms  and  curing 
the  disease.  That  one  thing  has  done 
more  to  open  my  own  eyes  than  any- 
thing else  possibly  could. 

When  I  have  seen  Dr.  Klirk's  illustra- 
tions upon  the  screen,  as  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  do  several  times,  my  mind 
has  gone  through  a  sort  of  process  of 
evolution  in  trying  to  recognize  the  true 
meaning  of  what  I  saw.  The  first  time 
I  was  pleased,  of  course,  but  I  believed 
it  might  be  possible  that  he  was  indulg- 
ing in  fancies  of  a  Utopian  character — 
dreaming  of  what  might  be — and  I  won- 
dered if  he  or  anyone  else  would  ever 
learn  to  accurately  distinguish  between 
the  different  forms  of  crystallization; 
yet  he  has  successfully  demonstrated  that 
these  forms  do  regularly  occur  under 
certain  nutritional  conditions. 

In  looking  over  the  pictures  last  night 
with  Dr.  Kirk,  and  having  thought  a 
great  deal  about  this  matter  in  the  mean- 
time, I  really  began  to  feel  that  I  could 
distinguish  between  the  different  forms 
shown  and  that  I  could  recognize  them 
if  I  saw  them  again.     Then  I  remem- 
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bered  how  I — ^and  you  also  will  doubt- 
less remember  how  you — learned  to  re- 
cognize objects  under  the  microscope; 
how  the  histologic  structures  all  looked 
very  much  the  same  when  seen  for  the 
first  time.  I  was  sometimes  skeptical  in 
my  own  mind  as  to  whether  the  in- 
structor in  the  laboratory  could  really 
tell  the  diflference  in  the  cells,  but  of 
course  in  time  these  forms  impressed 
themselves  upon  our  minds,  until  I  was 
able  to  recognize  the  different  histologi- 
cal structures;  and  it  is  no  more  un- 
reasonable to  conceive  that  there  are 
definite  conditions  of  the  saliva  which, 
shown  under  polarized  light,  can  be  dis- 
tinguished and  ascribed  to  exact  causes 
than  it  is  to  understand  the  difference 
between  bacteria  under  certain  circum- 
stances recognized  by  one  stain  or  form 
or  another.  These  bacteria  are  relied 
upon  everywhere  to  point  with  certainty 
to  the  diagnosis  of  disease.  I  feel  that 
Dr.  Klirk  is  reducing  this  to  an  exact 
science  so  far  as  defining  and  distin- 
guishing these  different  forms  and  as- 
signing to  each  the  proper  cause  and 
chemical  relation,  and  in  this  lies  the 
true  scientific  importance  of  his  work. 

Dr.  Kirk  has  spoken  of  pyorrhea,  and 
although  I  do  not  like  to  see  so  broad  a 
subject  narrowed  down  to  one  disease, 
yet  at  this  time  it  may  be  wise  to  con- 
sider it  in  this  way.  I  will  tell  you  of  a 
case  of  pyorrhea  that  I  had  within  the 
last  year  that  will  probably  interest  you, 
and  I  think  will  throw  a  wider  light  on 
the  subject  than  the  particular  form 
which  has  been  referred  to.  I  had  a 
man  in  a  condition  of  perverted  nutri- 
tion which,  from  having  had  one  other 
case  due  to  the  same  affection,  I  had 
learned  to  diagnose  with  appreciation 
of  the  likelihood  of  fatal  termination. 
We     made     an     examination     of     the 


blood  at  once,  and  found  that  instead 
of  having  about  6,000,000  red  blood 
corpuscles,  as  the  count  would  have 
shown  in  the  normal  state,  there  were 
only  something  like  1,700,000.  The 
liver,  lungs,  and  spleen  showed  the  effect 
of  the  disease  in  postmortem  examina- 
tion of  each  of  these  organs,  and  had 
anyone  known  enough  to  have  taken  a 
record  of  his  saliva  and  examine  care- 
fully the  abnormal  conditions  of  the 
salivary  glands  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
affection,  when  it  might  have  been  pos- 
sible to  correct  the  trouble,  his  days  could 
very  likely  have  been  lengthened.  After 
his  blood  had  gotten  into  this  condition 
of  pernicious  anemia  we  could  not  cure 
him.  We  gave  him  every  possible  care 
and  by  almost  every  known  means  tried 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  blood. 
We  gave  him  phosphates  and  bone  mar- 
row, beef  peptonoids,  and  other  concen- 
trated foods,  but  it  was  too  late  to  do 
any  good.  If,  however,  we  had  been  able 
to  examine  the  salivary  manifestations 
before  the  disease  had  gone  so  far,  and 
could  have  put  his  liver  in  a  proper  con- 
dition, we  might  probably  have  cured 
the  disease,  which  we  could  not  do  be- 
cause correct  diagnosis  was  too  late,  and 
the  man  died.  And  so  I  prefer  to  take 
this  illustration  as  showing  the  possible 
danger  of  pyorrhea,  though  fortunately 
it  is  not  so  serious.  This  man  died  sim- 
ply because  the  metabolism,  this  A  factor 
which  Dr.  Klirk  speaks  of,  was  in  a  dis- 
turbed state. 

I  had  another  case  in  which  the  dis- 
ease progressed  until  a  gangrenous  con- 
dition extended  through  the  hard  palate 
into  the  nose,  and  under  operation  we 
found  that  everywhere  there  was  dead 
bone,  and  that  we  would  have  to  cut  al- 
most the  whole  face  away  in  order  to 
remove  all  the  diseased  tissue.     That  is 
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what  pyorrhea  did  for  at  least  one  man; 
not  pyorrhea  alone^  but  pyorrhea  asso- 
ciated with  some  conditions  of  perverted 
metabolism,  naturally  following  a  per- 
verted blood  circulation.  Thus  I  had 
two  cases  of  this  character  within  a 
short  time.  They  are  not  so  infrequent 
as  one  might  suppose;  there  will  seem 
to  be  a  great  many  more  when  we  are 
able  to  recognize  them,  and  I  hope  we 
will  all  learn  to  recognize  them  soon. 

The  question  was  asked  if  the  case  de- 
scribed was  a  syphilitic  one.  It  was  not. 
The  patient  was  perfectly  healthy  so  far 
as  outward  appearances  and  family  his- 
tory could  prove. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Sanger^  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
Mr.  President,  this  is  the  second  time 
during  these  researches  of  Dr.  Kirk  that 
it  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  among  his 
audience,  and  I  am  delighted.  Incompe- 
tent as  I  am  to  discuss  the  scientific  side 
of  the  question  presented,  still  there  are 
one  or  two  thoughts  that  come  to  my 
mind  as  the  result  of  listening  to  this 
paper  which  may  be  of  interest  to  you. 
The  first  of  these  is  the  value  of  knowl- 
edge and  the  ability  to  impart  it. 
Whether  the  man  who  receives  it  meas- 
ures up  to  the  full  value  of  the  thing, 
these  papers  stand  as  beacon  lights 
guiding  us  to  a  higher  standard  of  work 
—up  to  results  which  shall  be  of  great 
value  to  our  patients,  and  in  that  way 
make  us  more  successful  practitioners. 
To  clearly  understand  the  cause  of  the 
diseases  which  we  have  to  treat  is  neces- 
sary to  successful  practice,  and  it  is  just 
in  proportion  as  our  understanding  is 
clear  that  our  success  is  assured.  Dr. 
Kirk  speaks  of  the  equipoise  or  balance. 
Physicians  years  ago  spoke  of  something 
which  they  called  balance,  and  the  rela- 
tion it  bore  to  health  and  disease,  and 
we  confidently  hope  that  Dr.  Kirk  is  on 


the  roftd  to  solve  the  problem  of  what  it 
is  that  sometimes  disturbs  that  balance, 
thus  enabling  us  to  readily  recognize  the 
approach  of  those  disturbing  causes  and 
head  them  off,  as  Dr.  Brown  has  said, 
before  it  is  too  late. 

I  make  these  remarks  because  I  heard 
some  gentleman  say  before  the  meeting, 
'*This  will  be  a  scientific  paper  which 
perhaps  we  won^t  measure  up  to."  You 
never  learn  to  read  until  you  have  learned 
the  alphabet,  and  so,  as  I  sat  listening 
to  the  essayist,  I  felt  that  I  was  learning 
a  new  alphabet  which  would  enable  me 
to  read  the  signs  of  a  new  diagnostic  lan- 
guage as  represented  in  the  saliva  of  my 
patients.  I  have  to  thank  Dr.  Elirk  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart  because  he  is 
following  a  line  which  I  believe  will 
bring  about  a  revolution  in  our  diagnos- 
tic ability.  The  trend  of  medical  prac- 
tice to-day  is  toward  simpler  and  more 
scientific  methods.  The  age  of  so-called 
shotgun  prescriptions,  where  a  dozen 
medicines  were  mixed  together  in  the 
hope  that  at  least  one  of  them  would  hit 
the  nail  on  the  head,  has  long  since 
passed.  Every  step  that  approaches 
nearer  to  revealing  the  primary  causes 
of  disturbed  nutritional  balance  is  a  di- 
rect blessing  to  patient  and  practitioner 
alike.  And  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  recog- 
nize this  paper  as  a  milestone  in  a  new 
epoch  in  the  history  of  medical  dentistry, 
and  I  congratulate  you,  this  society,  and 
myself  in  being  privileged  to  listen  to  it. 

Dr.  C.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo.  I  want  to 
call  attention  to  one  point  in  the  paper 
which  I  regard  as  very  valuable,  and  one 
apparently  lost  sierht  of  in  the  discussion 
thus  far,  and  that  is  the  statement  thaf 
in  our  enthusiasm  over  the  bacteriologi- 
cal consideration  of  disease  we  have  prac- 
tically overlooked  the  primary  lesions; 
that  is  to  8ay^,gff^|^,^X84^W%9?^ditions 
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favorable  to  the  invasion  of  bacteria. 
The  lowering  of  the  vitality  I  regard  as 
an  exceedingly  important  point.  If  that 
be  kept  in  mind  and  an  effori;  made  to 
keep  the  system  of  the  patient  in  a  nor- 
mal condition,  we  largely  eliminate  the 
danger  of  infection  from  bacteria. 

Dr.  Kirk  (closing  the  discussion).  I 
wish  first  to  thank  the  audience  for  their 
courteous  attention  to  the  paper.  There 
are  several  points  that  arose  in  the  dis- 
cussion that  it  seems  to  me  ought  to  be 
referred  to,  because  they  represent  cer- 
tain questions  in  your  minds  which 
would  perhaps  stand  as  obstacles  to  your 
full  acceptance  of  this  work,  recognizing 
the  possibilities  of  its  usefulness,  and 
pursuing  it  on  your  own  account. 

I  may  say,  as  Dr.  Brown  said  last 
night,  after  working  with  Dr.  Michaels 
for  a  while,  and  before  I  found  out  ex- 
actly what  he  was  attempting,  when  I 
examined  his  specimens  I  felt  very  much 
in  the  same  mental  attitude  which  I 
imagine  Champollion  felt  when  he  first 
attempted  to  translate  the  figures  on  the 
Rosetta  Stone.  When  he  first  examined 
the  hieroglyphics  they  were  absolutely 
unintelligible  and  most  puzzling.  If  I 
had  been  asked  in  the  beginning  to  de- 
scribe the  meaning  of  what  I  saw  under 
the  microscope,  and  make  a  diagnosis,  I 
should  have  felt  very  much  confused. 
But  after  a  while  I  began  to  see  better. 
As  in  the  deciphering  of  the  Rosetta 
Stone,  Champollion  discovered  certain 
figures  reproduced  in  different  places, 
and  he  accidentally  got  out  a  word,  and 
thereafter  the  deciphering  of  the  record 
became  simple,  and  we  know  to-day  what 
was  accomplished  by  deciphering  those 
ancient  hieroglyphics,  which  opened  up 
so  much  of  history  to  us.  The  decipher- 
ing of  the  polariscope  pictures  in  the 
study   of   disease   is   closely   analogous. 


The  question  has  been  raised  as  to 
whether  the  different  forms  are  actually 
identified.  I  have  here  two  pictures,  and 
I  think  any  man  here  could  take  these 
pictures  and  immediately  see  that  cer- 
tain features  correspond,  just  as  could 
one  who  is  familiar  with  these  pictures. 
It  is  much  the  same  as  if  you  should  say 
of  a  man's  family  that  his  children  re- 
semble him ;  the  same  principle  of  resem- 
blance is  applied  here. 

As  regards  the  definiteness  of  all  these 
things,  I  know  they  all  look  very  much 
alike  to  us,  but  the  question  as  to  what 
they  are  is  the  one  point  that  is  gotten 
out  by  careful  systematic  investigation.  I 
spent  a  month  in  determining  what  made 
those  oxalic  crystals  in  the  case  referred 
to  in  the  paper — ^just  to  ascertain  the 
nutritional  error,  and  to  be  able  to  say 
just  where  that  particular  form  came 
from.  We  found  them  in  the  saliva,  but 
not  in  the  urine.  We  finally  isolated  the 
thing,  and  when  I  did  that  I  felt  that  I 
had  done  enough  tor  that  day.  It  was  an 
important  thing  because  it  gave  us  ex- 
actly  the  fault  in  his  nutritional  process 
that  was  making  him  an  old  man.  As 
soon  as  this  was  discovered,  we  applied 
the  therapeutics,  the  stopping  of  the 
leakage,  and  after  fifteen  years  of  run- 
ning down-hill,  he  took  an  upward  turn, 
and  although  he  is  not  a  well  man  to-day, 
he  has  changed  from  a  condition  in 
which  he  could  not  perform  the  simple 
personal  duties  of  dressing  himself  to  a 
condition  where  he  is  doing  a  mile  a  day 
and  working  the  punching-bag  regularly. 
So,  to  positively  determine  these  com- 
pounds is  the  first  thing  to  be  done;  the 
next  step  is  the  therapeutic  application 
to  correct  the  fault.  There  is  a  charac- 
teristic form  for  each  diathesis. 

In  reference  to  Dr.  Gaylord,  whose 
work  I  have  known  for   a  nimiber  of 
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years,  I  have  watched  him  and  others 
who  have  been  carrying  out  investiga- 
tions along  the  same  line,  and  I  am 
waiting  for  these  morbid  growth  men  to 
run  the  germ  theory  of  cancer  out  to  a 
conclusion.  Personally,  I  think  they 
have  done  a  lot  of  good  work  in  proving 
that  the  germ  theory  of  cancer  causation 
is  not  right.  With  regard  to  the  particu- 
lar case  referred  to  in  my  paper,  he  had 
been  to  three  of  the  best  specialists  in 
Philadelphia,  and  they  had  all  diagnosed 
the  case  as  extreme  ulcerative  condition, 
or  cancer  of  the  stomach,  with  pyloric 
stenosis.  This  diagnosis  had  been  agreed 
upon,  and  the  man  was  to  be  operated 
upon  within  twenty-four  hours  for  i:he 
removal  of  the  growth.  He  was  making 
lactic  acid  by  wholesale,  so  much  so  that 
he  told  me  if  a  forced  evacuation  of  the 
stomach  was  brought  about  he  paid  for 
that  by  suffering  for  twenty-four  hours 
with  a  scalded  throat  and  naso-pharynx. 
Just  imagine,  if  one  attack  of  vomiting 
would  cause  that  much  irritation  to  the 
mucosa  of  the  throat,  what  the  chronic 
vibration  to  the  gastric  lining  must  have 
been!  Do  you  wonder  that  he  had  a 
morbid  growth  ?  This  lactic  acid  was,  I 
believe,  not  due  to  fermentation  or  a 
peculiar  condition  in  the  stomach  so  that 
when  he  took  carbohydrate  foods  in  his 
stomach  the  lactic  acid  resulted  from 
fermentation,  but  was  unexcreted  meta- 
bolic lactic  acid  due  to  disease  of  the 
liver.  Physiology  tells  us  that  this  is 
never  excreted  in  the  urine,  and  it  was 
from  the  demonstrations  of  Minkowski 
that  it  was  shown  to  be  one  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  liver  to  convert  ammonium 
lactate  into  uric  acid,  which  showed  us 
that  it  was  not  the  stomach  that  was  at 
fault,  but  the  liver.  The  liver  is  con- 
stantly converting  lactic  acid  into  uric 
acid,  and  with  the  liver  out  of  order  this 
lactic  acid  was  dammed  back  into  the 


stomach.  You  could  not  expect  to  cure 
that  man's  stomach  disorder  while  the 
liver  was  constantly  pouring  lactic  acid 
into  the  stomach.  As  soon  as  you  cor- 
rect the  liver,  then  the  stomach  will  get 
well. 

The  practicality  of  this  thing  is  in  the 
light  of  what  we  already  know  of  nutri- 
tion, and  the  appearance  of  these  salts 
becomes  not  only  diagnostic  but  pathog- 
nomonic of  certain  conditions.  It  is  just 
as  simple  as  if  you  find  chunks  of  glass 
cementing  the  cinders  together  in  your 
furnace;  you  know  that  som€  fellow  has 
thrown  a  whiskey  bottle  into  the  coal 
bin.  We  study  the  ashes  of  nutrition, 
and  when  we  find  a  particular  kind  of 
ash  it  is  diagnostic  of  certain  condi- 
tions. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  pro- 
motion of  this  research,  I  am  sincerely 
and  honestly  anxious  to  get  this  method 
or  line  of  study  planted  in  as  many 
places  as  possible.  I  want  to  see  it 
spread.  Dr.  Jarvie  stated  that  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  referring  these  den- 
tal cases  with  constitutional  conditions 
to  the  physician — I  was  so  once  myself; 
but  you  might  as  well  refer  them  to  the 
piano-tuner,  because  the  physician  knows 
nothing  about  them,  and  I  am  spending 
my  time  now  in  trjring  to  get  a  little 
light  thrown  on  the  subject.  Just  as  Dr. 
Butler  said,  we  want  to  study  the  normal 
conditions  of  nutrition,  and  when  we 
have  improved  this  lowered  vitality,  or 
can  prevent  it,  infection  becomes  impos- 
sible. Healthy  men  will  not  succumb  to 
the  attacks  of  these  bacteria  as  do  those 
individuals  who  have  the  nutritional 
function  disturbed.  Let  us  go  back  to 
the  seat  of  these  troubles  and  find  out 
what  is  the  matter,  correct  it  and  keep 
the  nutritional  function  normal,  and 
thus  make  good  health  contagious,  in- 
stead of  diseasevzeaoy  xjv^v^h:i\^ 
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Third,  A.  Nelson,  Albany.  Fourth,  Z.  Col- 
ton, Cambridge.  Fifth,  A.  Westcott,  Syra- 
cuse. Sixth,  R.  Walker,  Owego.  Seventh, 
F.  French,  Rochester.  Eighth,  R.  G.  Snow, 
Buffalo. 

Pebmanent  Members. — J.  G.  Ambler,  New 
York;  W.  C.  Home,  New  York;  O.  A.  Jarvis, 
New  York;  A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York;  N.  W. 
Kingsley,  New  York;  H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn; 
Alex.  Nelson,  Albany;  A.  Westcott,  Syracuse; 
R.  Walker,  Owego;  J.  Requa,  Rochester;  C. 
W.  Harvey,  Buffalo;  B.  T.  Whitney,  Buffalo; 
H.  H.  Young,  Troy;  J.  A.  Perkins,  Albany; 
J.  H.  Vedder,  Schenectady;  G.  A.  Foster, 
Utica;  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville;  A.  G.  Cole- 
man, Canandaigua;  €reo.  E.  Hayes,  Buffalo. 


Adjoubned  Session — February  2,  1869. 

Essays. 
"Artificial   Dentures."     John   Allen. 
"Elements  of  Art  in  the  Practice  of  Den- 
tistry."   N.  W.  Kingsley. 


First  Anniial  Meeting. 

Assembly  Chambeb  (Old  Capitol), 
Albany,  July  27,  1869. 
Officebs. — President,  B.  T.  Whitney,  Buf- 
falo. Vice-President,  J.  G.  Ambler,  New  York. 
Secretary,  Chas.  Barnes,  Syracuse.  Treasurer, 
A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York.  Cor.  Secretary,  N. 
W.  Kingsley,  New  York. 

Censobs. — First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 
Third,  S.  D.  French. 

Pebmanent    Membebs. — Chas.     D.     Cook, 
Brooklyn;    L.   S.    Straw,   Newburgh;    L.    W. 
Rogers,  Utica;  Frank  French,  Rochester;   (^ 
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A.   Marvin,   Brooklyn;    S.   H.   McGall,  Bing- 
hamton. 

Essays. 

"The   Manufacture   of   Artificial   Teeth   in 
America."    J.  G.  Ambler. 

"Peridontitis."     W.  S.  Elliott. 


Second   Animal   Meeting. 

Assembly  Chaubeb  (Old  Capitol), 

Albany,  June  29,  1870. 

Officers. — President,  L.  W.  Rogers,  Utica. 
Vice-President,  C.  A.  Marvin,  Brooklyn.  Rec. 
Secretary,  Chas.  Barnes,  Syracuse.  Cor.  Sec- 
retary, W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York.  Treas- 
urer, A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York. 

Cexsobs.— /8t>/;i  District,  S.  H.  McCall. 
Eighth,  R.  G.  Snow. 

Permanent  Members. — Wm.  Carr,  New 
York;  Peter  Sloan,  Oanajoharie;  A.  P.  South- 
wick,  Buffalo;  L.  D.  Walter,  Rochester;  W. 
H.  Allen,  New  York;  P.  Harris,  Skaneateles; 
S.  D.  French,  Troy. 

Essays. 
"Why  Do  Teeth  Decay?"    W.  H.  Atkinson. 
"Physiology  of  the  Nervous   System."     R. 
G.  Snow. 

"Diagnosis."     C.  E.  Francis. 

"Dental   Conservatism."     C.   A.   Marvin. 

"Irregularities."     N.   W.   Kingsley. 


Third  Annual  Meetlngr. 

Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol), 

Albany,  June  28,   1871. 

Officees.— President,  W.  B.  Hurd,  Brook- 
lyn. Vice-President,  S.  H.  McCall,  Bingham- 
ton.  Rec.  Secretary,  Chas.  Barnes,  Syracuse. 
Cor.  Secretary,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo.  Treas- 
urer, A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York. 

Censors. — Fourth  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
Seventh,  F.  French.     Eighth,  L.  F.  Harvey. 

Permanent  Members. — A.  L.  Northrop, 
New  York;  L.  A.  Rhodes.  Norwich;  L.  C. 
Wheeler,  Troy;  C.  F.  Rich,  Saratoga  Springs; 
E.  A.  Bogue,  New  York. 

Essays. 
"Rights  of  Dental  Patients."    S.  B.  Palmer. 
"The    Needs    of    the    Profession."       (Prize 
Essay.)     C.  A.  Marvin. 

"Artificial   Dentures."     J.   G.   Ambler. 


Fourth   Annual  Meeting:. 

Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol), 
Albany,  June  27,  1872. 

Officers. — President,  C.  A.  Manin,  Brook- 
lyn. Vice-President,  W.  C.  Barrett,  Buffala 
Rec.  Secretary,  Chas.  Barnes,  Syracuse.  Cor. 
Secretary,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo.  Treasurer, 
A.  C.  Hawes^  New  York. 

Censors. — Second  District,  C.  D.  Cook. 
Fifth,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

Permanent  Members. — S.  G.  Perry,  New 
York;  L.  F.  Har\'ey,  Buffalo;  W.  H.  Atkin 
son,  New  York;  D.  Monroe,  New  York;  J.  C. 
Austin,  Albany;   F.  M.  Snook,  Waverly. 

Essays. 

"Nutrition."     L.  F.  Harvey. 
"Keeping  Cavities  Dry."     C.  E.  Francis. 
"Popular   Information    on   the    Subject  of 
Dentistry."     W.  C.  Barrett. 


Fifth  Annual  Meeting. 

Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol), 
Albany,  June  25.  1873. 

Officers. — President,  J.  G.  Ambler.  New 
York.  Vice-President,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morris- 
ville.  Rec.  Secretary,  Chas.  Barnes,  Syracuse. 
Cor.  Secretary,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo.  Treas- 
urer, A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York. 

Censors. — First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 
Second,  C.  A.  Marvin  (vice  Cook  resigned). 
Third,  S.  D.  French. 

Permanent  Members. — W.  S.  Elliott,  Go- 
shen; A.  N.  Chapman,  Brooklyn;  W.  F. 
Winne,  Albany;  A.  Colton,  Hudson;  S.  D. 
Stillman,  Greenwich;  A.  N.  Priest,  Utici; 
W.  W.  Perkins,  Baldwinsville ;  G.  W.  Tripp. 
Auburn ;  G.  C.  Daboll,  Buffalo. 

Essays. 

"Tumors  of  the  Mouth."     W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"The  Saliva."     W.  C.  Barrett. 

"The  Anatomical  and  Physiological  Rela- 
tions of  the  Spinal  Sympathetic  and  Fifth 
Cerebral  Nerves."     W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Treatment  of  Exposed  Pulps."  G.  C.  Da- 
boll. 

"The  Six- Year  Molars."    S.  H.  McCall. 
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Slxtli  Anniial  Meeting. 

Assembly  Chambeb  (Old  Capitol), 

Albany,  June  24,  1874. 

Officers. — Preaident,  W.  C.  Barrett,  War- 
saw. Vice- President f  L.  S.  Straw,  Newburgh. 
Rec.  Secretary,  Chas.  Barnes,  Syracuse.  Cor. 
Secretary,  W.  S.  Elliott,  Goshen.  Treasurer, 
A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York. 

Censors. — Sixth  District,  S.  H.  McCall. 
Eighth,  L.  F.  Harvey. 

Permanent  Members. — Chas.  Merritt,  New 
York;  W.  T.  Shannon,  Brooklyn;  A.  S.  Rob- 
erts, Rome;  B.  R.  IdcGregor,  Rochester;  W. 
C.  Barrett,  Warsaw. 

Essays. 

"Preserving  the  Teeth."     0.  A.  Jarvis. 

"Chemical  and  Galvanic  Action  on  the 
Teeth."     S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Hyperesthesia."    W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Professional  Education."  W.  H.  Atkin- 
son. 

"Anatomical  and  Histological  Structure  of 
the  Deciduous  Teeth."     W.  C.  Barrett. 


"Saving  of  Time  in  Dental  Operations."    G. 
Stoddard  Smith,  Springfield,  111. 


Seventli  Anniial  Meeting. 

Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol), 
Albany,  June  30,  1876. 

Officers. — President,  W.  C.  Barrett,  War- 
saw. Vice-President,  L.  S.  Straw,  Newburgh. 
Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo.  Cor. 
Secretary,  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse.  Treasurer, 
A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York. 

Censors. — Fourth  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
Seventh,  F.  French. 

Permanent  Members. — Wm.  H.  Dwindle, 
New  York;  C.  P.  Crandell,  Brooklyn;  John 
Allen,  New  York;  0.  R.  Young,  Troy;  L.  E. 
Ireland,  Oneonta;  W.  A.  Bronson,  New 
York. 

Essays. 

"Theory  and  Practice."     F.  French. 

"Dental  Nutrition."     0.  A.  Jarvis. 

"Cohesive  Gold  and  Leaky  Fillings."  C.  A. 
Marvin. 

"Dental  Relations,  Requirements,  and  Pos- 
sibilities."    C.  P.  Fitch. 

"Dentistry  in  England."  W.  H.  Waite, 
Liverpool. 

"Indigestion,  Its  Cause  and  Effect."  Frank 
Abbott. 

"Success  and  Failure  of  Dental  Operations 
Chemically  Considered."     S.  B.  Palmer. 


Elvlitli   Annual  Meeting. 

Assembly  Chamber  (Old  Capitol), 

Albany,  July  12,  1876. 

Officers. — President,  C.  A.  Marvin,  Brook- 
lyn. Vice-President,  L.  F.  Harvey,  Buffalo. 
Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo.  Cor. 
Secretary,  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse.  Treasurer, 
A.  C.  Hawes.  New  York. 

Censors. — Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
Fifth,  S.  B.  Palmer.- 

Permanent  Members. — J.  Smith  Dodge, 
New  York;  J.  Bond  Littig,  New  York;  S.  B. 
Palmer,    Syracuse;    Chas.    Barnes,    Syracuse. 

Essays. 

"Treatment  of  Exposed  Pulps."  W.  S. 
Elliott. 

"Dental  Encyclopedia."    B.  R.  McGregor. 

"Choice  of  Materials  in  Filling  Teeth."  S. 
x>.  Palmer. 

"Culture  of  Refined  Habits."    C.  E.  Francis. 

"Violated  Laws."     L.  S.  Straw. 

"Inflammation."     L.  F.  Harvey. 

"Pus."     W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Dental   Pathology."     C.  A.  Marvin. 

"Sensitive  Dentine,  Its  Cause  and  Treat- 
ment."    W.  H.  Dwindle. 


Nlntb  Annual  Meeting:. 

Common  Council  Chamber, 

Albany,  May  9,  1877. 

Officers. — President,  L.  H.  Harvey,  Buf- 
falo. Vice-President,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morris- 
ville.  Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo. 
Cor.  Secretary,  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York. 
Treasurer,  A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York. 

Censors. — Eighth  District,  A.  P.  South- 
wick  (vice  Harvey,  resigned).  First,  N.  W. 
Kingsley.    Third,  S.  D.  French. 

Permanent  Members. — W.  St.  George 
Elliott,  New   York. 

Essays. 
"Dental  Associations."     A.  "M.  Holmes. 
"Dental  versus  Medical   Practice."     A.   C 
Hawes.  ^  t 
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"Management  of  Proximal  Surfaces  of  Bi- 
cuspids and  Molars."     S.  G.  Perry. 

^•Structure  of  Bone,  Periosteum,  and  Den- 
tine."    (Illustrated.)     Wm.  Hailes,  Jr.,  M.D. 

"Necrosis."  (Prize  Essay.)  W.  H.  Atkin- 
son. 

•Artificial  Dentures."    J.  G.  Ambler. 

"Dental  Science."     S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Necessity  for  Dental  Legislation."  C.  P. 
Crandell. 

"The  Use  of  Creosote  in  Treating  Simple 
Exposure  of  Dental  Pulps.  Is  it  Correct 
Practice?"     W.  C.  Barrett. 


Tentli  Annual   Meeting. 

Common  Council  Chamber, 

Albany,  May  8,   1878. 

Officers. — President,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Mor- 
ris ville.  Vice-President,  C.  E.  Francis,  New 
York.  Rec.  Secretary,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buf- 
falo.  Cor.  Secretary,  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New 
York.     Treasurer,  A.  C.  Hawes,  New  York. 

Censors. — Sixth  District,  S.  H.  McCall. 
Eighth,  A.  P.  Southwick. 

Permanent  Members. — C.  E.  Francis,  New 
York;  Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr.,  Brooklyn;  0.  E.  Hill, 
Brooklyn;  F.  B.  Darby,  Elmira;  W.  B.  Van 
Vleck.  Hudson;  B.  Rathbun,  Dunkirk;  G.  W. 
Hoysradt,  Ithaca. 

Essays. 

"Dental   Education."       G.   W.   Bush,  M.D. 

"Clinical  Observations  on  Anesthesia."  W. 
S.  Elliott. 

"(iunshot  Wounds  of  the  Mouth."  W.  St. 
Geo.  Elliott. 

"Artificial   Teeth."     C.   N.   Eccleston. 

'  Proft'ssional   Safe<?uards."     J.  G.  Ambler. 

"Inflammation."     W.   H.  Atkinson. 

"P>Iectic  Practice  in  Dentistry."  S.  B. 
Palmer. 


Kleventli   Annnal   Meeting. 

Common  Cotncil  Chamber, 

Albany,  May  14.  1879. 

Officers. — Prrsidrut,  C.  E.  Francis,  New 
York.  ViceVrfHidvnt,  G.  C.  Daboll,  Buffalo. 
Ucc.  Secrctan/,  S.  A.  Froeman.  Buffalo.  Cor. 
Se(r('tanf,  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York.  Trcas- 
nnr,  A.  C.  Hawos.  Now  York. 

Censors. — Fourth  District,  C.  F.  Rich. 
Seventh,  F.  French.  Sixth,  A.  M.  Holmes 
(vice  McCall  resiprnod). 

Permankn"  John    Allen,    Now 


York;  J.  W.  Clowes,  New  York;  A.  H.  Brock- 
way,  Brooklyn;  Chas.  K.  Van  Vleck,  Hudson: 
W.  H.  Colgrove,  Jobnsto>vn. 

Essays. 

"Protoplasm."    W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"The  Histology  and  Pathology  of  the  Teeth." 
(Illustrated.)     Wm.  Hailes,  Jr.,  M.D. 

"Adaptation  in  Dental  Practice,"  G.  C. 
Daboll. 

"Heat."     F.  M.  Odell. 

"Factors  of  Function."    W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Accuracy  as  a  Condition  of  Scientific 
Progress."    J.  Smith  Dodge,  Jr. 


T^velftli   Annual   Meeting. 

Albany  Medical  College, 
Albany,  May  12,  1880. 

Officers. — President,  O.  E.  Hill,  Brooklyn. 
Vice-President,  G.  C.  Daboll.  Buffalo.  Rec. 
Secretary,  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo.  Cor.  Sec- 
retary, W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York.  Treas- 
urer, A.  H.  Brockway,  Brooklyn. 

Censobs. — Second  District,  W.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
Fifth,  S.  B.  Palmer.  Fourth,  W.  H.  Colgrove 
(vice  C.  F.  Rich). 

Permanent  Members. — E.  C.  Baxter,  Al- 
bany;  S.  A.  Freeman,  Buffalo. 

Essays. 

"Diagnosis."     S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Practical  Words."     G.  A.  Mills. 

"Physiological  Requirements  of  Artificial 
Dentures."     W.  S.  Elliott. 

"Cohesive  Gold."  M.  H.  Webb,  Lancaster, 
Pa. 

"Duties  of  Teachers  in  Dentistry."  W.  H. 
Atkinson. 


Tblrteentli   Annual  Meetlngr. 

Geological  Hall, 
Albany,  May  II,  1881. 

Oi-TicERS. — President,  O.  E.  Hill,  Brooklyn. 
Vice-President,  L.  S.  Straw,  Newburgh.  Rec. 
Secretary,  S.  A.  I^'reeman,  Buffalo.  Cor. 
Secretary,  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York.  Treas- 
urer, A.  H.  Brockway,  Brooklyn. 

Censors. — First  District,  N.  W.  Kingsley. 
Third,  S.  D.  French. 

Permanent  Members. — Chas.  F.  Mensch. 
Brooklyn;  Frank  D.  Nellis,  Syracuse;  C.  E. 
Stacks,  Glens  Falls;  M.  E.  Elmendorf,  Brook- 
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Essays. 

"Elements  of  Progress  in  Dentistry."  S. 
B.  Palmer. 

"Civilization  in  its  Relation  to  the  Increas- 
ing Degeneracy  of  Human  Teeth."  (Prize 
Essay.)      N.  W.  Kingsley. 

"Common  Sense  as  a  Most  Valuable  Factor 
in  Dental  Practice."    C.  A.  Marvin. 

"Comments  on  Modem  Dentistry."  G.  W. 
Weld. 

"Bacteria."     Frank  Abbott. 

'Tlestoration  of  the  Crowns  of  Teeth."  A. 
M.  Holmes. 


Fourteentli  Annual   Meeting. 

Geological  Hall, 
Albany,  May  10,  1882. 

Officers. — President,  L.  S.  Straw,  New- 
hurgh.  Vice-President,  F.  French,  Rochester. 
Rec.  Secretary,  J.  Edw.  Line,  Rochester.  Cor. 
Secretary,  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York.  Treas- 
urer, A.  H.  Brockway,  Brooklyn. 

Censors. — Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
Eighth,  A.  P.  South  wick. 

Permanent  Members. — J.  H.  Race,  Brook- 
lyn ;  C.  F.  W.  Bodecker,  New  York ;  Geo.  E. 
Lamb,  Port  Henry;  Benj.  Lord.  New  York. 

Essays. 

"Professional  Duties  and  Practical  Sugges- 
tions."   C.  E.  Francis. 

"Carbolic  Acid."     Frank  French. 

"The  Minute  Anatomy  of  the  Human 
Tooth."     Frank  Abbott. 

"Gold  Restoration  of  Abraded  Dentures." 
K.  Parmly  Brown. 


FIfteentli  Annual   Meeting. 

Geological  Hall, 
Albany,  May  9,  1883. 

Officers. — President,  L.  S.  Straw,  New- 
burgh.  Vice-President,  Wra.  Jarvie,  Jr., 
Brooklyn.  Secretary,  J.  Edw.  Line,  Roches- 
ter.  Correspondent,  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New 
York.     Treasurer,  H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn. 

Censors. — Fourth  District,  W.  H.  Colgrove. 
Seventh,  F.  French. 

Permanent  Members. — C.  A.  Woodward. 
New  York ;  C.  W.  Harreys,  Brooklyn ;  J.  Edw. 
jjine,  Rochester;  F.  LeGrand  Ames.  Albany; 
(;has.  Miller,  New  York. 


Essays, 

"Longitudinal  Grooves  in  Teeth."  C.  E. 
Francis. 

"On  Certain  Microscopic  Elements  in  Pulp- 
less  and  Gum-Denuded  Teeth  in  Their  Rela- 
tions to  the  Filling  of  Roots  and  the  Re- 
attachment of  the  Gum  Tissue."  J.  Edw. 
Line. 

"Disease."     W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Artificial    Crowns."      N.    W.    Kingsley. 

"Artificial  Cro>vns."    W.  Storer  How. 

"Extraction  of  Deciduous  Teeth."  (Prize 
Essay.)     N.  W.  Kingsley. 

"Professional  Attainments  and  Popular 
Needs."    S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  Cleft  Palate." 
A.  P.  Southwick. 

"Disease  of  the  Antrum."    Frank  Abbott. 


SIxteentli  Annual  Meeting. 

Geological  Hall, 
Albany,  May  14,  1884. 

Officers. — President,  L.  S.  Straw,  Now 
burgh.  Vice-President,  F.  B.  Darby,  Elraira. 
Secretary,  J.  Edw.  Line,  Rochester.  Corre- 
spondent, W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York.  Treas 
urer,  H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn. 

Censors. — Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
Fifth,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

Permanent  Members. — Frank  Abbott,  New 
York;  B.  T.  :Mason,  Phcenix;  John  J.  Pitts, 
Brooklyn;  Myron  D.  Jewell, Richfield  Springs; 
Albert  M.  Wright,  Troy. 

Essays. 

"Condensed  Historj-  of  Histological  Obser- 
vations."     Frank   Abbott. 

"Dental  Student."     E.  Parmly  BroN\Ti. 

"Microscopical  Studies  upon  the  Absorp- 
tion of  the  Roots  of  Temporary  Teeth." 
(Prize  Essay.)      Frank  Abbott. 

"On  the  Transposition  of  Certain  Func- 
tions of  the  Teeth."     J.  Edw.  Line. 

"Preparation  of  the  ^Nlouth  for  the  Inser- 
tion of  Teeth  of  Substitution."  W.  H.  Atkin- 
son. 

"The  Influence  of  Antiseptics,  Filling  Mate- 
rials, etc..  upon  the  I'ungi  of  Dental  Caries." 
\V.  D.   Miller,   Berlin. 

"Anatomical  Reasons  for  Dento-Alveolar 
Abscess  of  the  Hard  Palate."     J.  Edw.  Line. 
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SeTenteenth  Annual   Meeting. 

GEOLOGiCAii  Hall, 
Albany,  May  13,  1885. 

Offioebs. — President,  Frank  B.  Darby, 
Elmira.  Vice-President ,  G.  C.  Daboll,  Buf- 
falo. Secretary,  J.  Edw.  Line,  Rochester. 
Correspondent,  W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York. 
Treasurer,  H.  G.  Mi  rick,  Brooklyn. 

Censobs. — First  District,  Wm.  Carr.  Third, 
S.  D.  French. 

Permanent  Member. — B.  C.  Nash. 

Essays, 

"Pulpless  Teeth."     C.  F.  Ives. 

"The  Herbst  Method  of  Filling  Teeth."  C. 
F.  W.  BOdecker. 

"Some  Recent  Events  connected  with  the 
Dental  }:'rofe8sion  in  England."  W.  H. 
Waite,  Liverpool. 

"Reproduction  of  Tissue  by  Sponge-Graft- 
ing."    W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Elements  of  Decay."     W.  C.  Barrett. 

'^Discoloration  of  Gold  Fillings."  S.  B. 
Palmer. 

**Dental  Therapeutics."    Frank  Abbott. 

"Effects  of  Amalgam  Fillings  upon  the 
System."     E.  A.  Bogue. 


"All  Porcelain  Crown-  and  Bridge-Work.** 
E.  P.  Brown. 


Bliphteentli   Annual   Meeting. 

Assembly  Hall, 
Albany,  May   12,   1886. 

Officers. — President,  N.  W.  Kingsley,  New 
York.  Vice-President,  B.  Rathbun,  Dunkirk. 
Secretary,  J.  Edw.  Line,  Rochester.  Corre- 
spondent, W.  H.  AtKinson,  New  York.  Treas- 
urer, H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn. 

Censors. — Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
Eighth,  A.  P.  Southwick. 

Permanent  Members. — W.  W.  Walker, 
New  York;  S.  P.  Welch,  Lansingburgh ;  O.  J. 
Gross,  Schenectady;  W.  G.  Stewart,  Elmira; 
F.  A.  Greene,  Geneva. 

Essays. 

"A  Case  in  Practice."     W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Physiognomies  in  Dental  Prognosis."  M. 
D.  Jewell. 

"Conservation  of  the  Vital  Forces."  Julian 
W.  Russell. 

"The  Care  of  the  Teeth  as  a  Preventive  of 
Decay."     Charles  S.  Butler. 

"Rapid    Operations "      a     it,    Brockway. 


Nineteenth   Annual   Meetlnir. 

Common  Council  Chamber, 
Albany,  May  11,  1887. 

Officers. — President,  N.  W.  Kingsley,  New 
York.  Vice-President,  B.  Rathbun,  Dimkirk. 
Secretary,  J.  Edw.  Line,  Rochester.  Corre- 
spondent, W.  H.  Atkinson,  New  York.  Treas- 
urer, H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn. 

Censors.— FoMr<^  District,  W.  H.  Col- 
grove.     Seventh,  F.  French. 

Permanent  Members. — C.  F.  Ives,  New 
York;  F.  T.  Van  Woert,  Brooklyn;  P.  W. 
Weed,  Saratoga;  G.  L.  Curtis,  Syracuse;  F. 
E.  Howard,  Buffalo. 

Essays. 

"Teeth  with  Dead  Pulps  without  Fistulas 
and  the  Better  Filling  of  Roots," 

Paper  No.  1.    J.  Morgan  Howe. 

Paper  No.  2.  C.  T.  Stockwell,  Springfield, 
Mass. 

Paper  No.  3.     F.  G.  Clark. 

"The  Implantation  of  Teeth  in  Artificial 
Sockets." 

Paper  No.  1.    G.  L.  Curtis. 

Paper  No.  2.    G.  W.  Weld,  M.D. 

"Laboratory  Work."     G.  W.  Melotte. 

"Dental  Practice."    E.  P.  Brown. 

"The  Legal  Status  of  Dentists."  Daniel 
Nason,  Esq. 


T^ventleth  Annual  Meeting. 

Common  Council  Chamber, 
Albany,  May  9,  1888. 
Officers. — President,  J.  Edw.  Line,  Ro- 
chester. Vice-President,  C.  F.  Rich,  Saratoga 
Springs.  Secretary,  M.  D.  Jewell,  Richfield 
Springs.  Correspondent,  G.  L.  Curtis,  Syra- 
cuse.   Treasurer,  H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn. 

Censors. — Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Jr. 
Fifth,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

Permanent  Members. — A.  R.  Starr,  New 
York;  J.  H.  Holley,  Warwick;  P.  S.  Garvey, 
Hudson;  A.  Retter,  Utica;  W.  A.  White, 
Phelps. 

Essays. 

"Esoteric  Law  of  Cure."    R.  Ottolengui. 
"What  Lack  I  Yet?"    W.  H.  Atkinson. 
Committee  on  Practice.     M.  L.  Rhein. 
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Tvremty-flrst  Annual  Meetlnip. 

Couuojx  Ck>UNOiL  Ghambeb, 

Albany,  May  8,  1889. 

Ofticebs. — President^  J.  Edw.  Line,  Ro- 
chester. Vice-President,  W.  W.  Walker,  New 
York.  Secretary,  F.  T.  Van  Woert,  Brooklyn. 
Correspondent,  G.  L.  Curtis,  Syracuse.  Treas- 
urer,   H.    G.    Mirick,    Brooklyn. 

Censobs.— -Fir«*  District,  Wm.  Carr.  Third, 
S.  D.  French. 

Permanent  Members. — John  I.  Hart,  New 
York;  V.  H.  Jackson,  New  York;  T.  C.  Royce, 
Middletown;  B.  G.  Saunders,  Rochester;  H. 
A.  Birdsall,  iiuffalo. 

Essays. 

"Dento-Facial  Angle."  (Prize  Essay.)  C. 
T.  Howard. 

"Pyorrhea  Alveolaris."    W.  H.  Atkinson. 

"Regulating  Teeth."     S.  B.  Palmer. 

"Mesmerism  and  its  Therapeutic  Applica- 
tions."    Chas.  L.  Lang,  M.D. 


Twenty-seoond  Annnnl  Meetlnv* 

Hermanns  Bleeker  Hall, 
Albany,  May  14,  1890. 

Officers. — President,  W.  W.  Walker,  New 
York.  Vice-President,  G.  L.  Curtis,  Syracuse. 
Secretary,  F.  T.  Van  Woert,  Brooklyn.  Corre- 
spondent, R.  Ottolengui,  New  York.  Treas- 
urer, H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn. 

Censors. — Siwth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
Eighth,  A.  P.  Southwick.  Third,  E.  C.  Baxter 
(vice  S.  D.  French,  deceased). 

Permanent  Members. — Delos  Palmer,  New 
York;  F.  C.  Walker,  Brooklyn;  E.  J.  Young, 
Troy;  S.  E.  MacDougall,  Clinton;  R.  H.  Hof- 
heinz,  Rochester. 

Essays, 

**Matter  and  Force  in  the  Oral  Cavity."    S. 

B.  Palmer. 

"Comparative  Dental  Anatomy."  W.  C. 
Barrett. 

"Relation  of  Dentist  to  Patient."  S.  E. 
MacDougall. 

"Disease  of  the  Antrum."    J.  I.  Hart. 

"Dental  Nutrition."      (Prize  Essay.)      W. 

C.  Barrett. 

"A  Method  of  Applying  Springs  for  the 
Purpose  of  Regulating  Teeth  without  the  Use 
of  Plates."    V.  H.  Jackson. 


TwentF-tblrd  Annual  Meeting. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building, 
Albany,  May  13,  1891. 

Officers. — President,  W.  W.  Walker,  New 
York.  Vice-President,  F.  T.  Van  Woert, 
Brooklyn.  Secretary,  C.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo. 
Correspondent,  R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 
Treasurer,  H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn. 

Censors.— FoMr^^  District,  W.  H.  Col- 
grove.     Seventh,  F.  French. 

Permanent  Membebs. — S.  A.  Schmidt, 
Ilion;  E.  T.  Rippier,  Brooklyn;  K.  C.  Gibson, 
New  York;  R.  Ottolengui,  New  York;  Chas. 
S.  Butler,  Buffalo. 

Essays, 

"Dental  Uses  of  Aristol."  E.  C.  Kirk, 
Philadelphia. 

"Dental  Education  and  Legislation."  L. 
D.  Shepard,  Boston. 

"Secondary  Dentine.  Its  Physiological  and 
Pathological  Significance."  C.  N.  Peirce, 
Philadelphia. 

"Congenital  Defects  in  Enamel."  Frank 
Abbott. 

"Quantitative  and  Qualitative  Rise  and 
Fall  of  the  Teeth  in  Their  Relations  to  Work." 
J.  Edw.  Line. 


TfventF-'oarth  Annual  Meeting. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building, 
Albany,  May  11,  1892. 

Officebs. — President,  W.  W.  Walker,  New 
York.  Vice-President,  F.  T.  Van  Woert, 
Brooklyn.  Secretary,  C.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo. 
Treasurer,  H.  G.  Mirick,  Brooklyn.  Corre- 
spondent, R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

Censobs. — Second  District,  Wm.  Jarvie. 
Fifth,  S.  B.  Palmer. 

Pebmanent  Membebs. — ^Eugene  Palmer, 
New  York;  W.  C.  Deane,  New  York;  W.  A. 
Campbell,  Brooklyn;  W.  W.  Smith,  Penn 
Yan;  W.  W.  Coon,  Alfred. 

Essays, 
"Dental  Erosion  and  the  Gouty  Diathesis; 
Are   They    Usually   Associated?"     Edwin    T. 
Darby,  Philadelphia. 

"Treatment  of  Irregularities  of  the  Teeth." 
Eugene  S.  Talbot,  Chicago. 
"Electricit;  ;     Its    Application    in    Dental 
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Practice."     Albert   Carter    Westlake,    Eliza- 
beth, N.  J. 

**Herbst     Method     of     Treating     Exposed 
Pulps."    C.  F.  W.  Bodecker. 


T^renty-flftli  Annual  Meeting. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building, 
Albany,  May  10,  1893. 
Offioebs. — President,  F.  T.  Van  Woert, 
Brooklyn.  Vice-President,  H.  J.  Burkhart, 
Batavia.  Secretary,  C.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo. 
Treasurer,  J.  I.  Hart,  New  lork.  Corre- 
spondent, R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

Censors. — First  District,  Wm.  Carr.  Third, 

E.  C.  Baxter. 

Pebmanent  Members. — John  H.  Meyer, 
New  York;    F.   O.   Kraemer,  Jr.,   Brooklyn; 

F.  F.  Hawkins,  Troy;  C.  F.  Howell,  Roches- 
ter; H.  J.  Burkhart,  Batavia. 

Essays. 

"Early  History  of  Dental  Leg^lation  in  the 
State  of  New  York."    A.  M.  Holmes. 

"Some  Thoughts  upon  Pyorrhea  Alveolaris." 
W.  C.  Barrett. 

"A  Treatise  on  Methods  of  Correcting  Ir- 
regularities of  the  Teeth."    V.  H.  Jackson. 


Twenty-alxtli   Annual   Meeting. 

Y.  M.  C.  a.  Building, 
Albany,  May  9,  1894. 

Officers. — President,  F.  T.  Van  Woert, 
Brooklyn.  Vice-President,  H.  J.  Burkhart, 
Batavia.  Secretary,  C.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo. 
Treasurer,  J.  I.  Hart,  New  York.  Correspond- 
ent, R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

Censors. — Sixth  District,  A.  M.  Holmes. 
Eighth,  A.  P.  Southwick. 

Permanent  Members. — M.  L.  Rhein,  New 
York;  Geo.  Evans,  New  York;  M.  L.  Thomp- 
son, Brooklyn;  G.  H.  Hoysradt,  Ithaca;  H. 
n.  Boswell,  Buffalo. 

Essays, 

"Is  Pyorrhea  Curable?"  J.  Allen  Osmun, 
Newark,  N.  J. 

"The  Use  of  Peroxid  of  Sodium  as  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  E.  C.  Kirk."    Wm.  J.  Turner. 

"The  First  Permanent  Molar."  R.  M.  San- 
ger, Orange,  N.  J. 

"Crown-  and  Bridge-Work.  A  Protest 
Against  Some  of  Its  Abuses."  S.  H.  Guil- 
forc'  *a. 


Tvrenty-seventli  Annual  Meetisir. 

Academy  tTatj.^ 
Albany,  May  8,  1895. 

Officers. — President,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Ba- 
tavia. Vice-President,  C.  K.  Van  Vleck,  Hud- 
son. Secretary,  C.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo.  Treas- 
urer, J.  I,  Hart,  New  York.  Correspondent, 
R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

Censobs. — Fourth  District,  W.  H.  Col- 
grove.  Seventh,  F.  French.  Third,  A.  M. 
Wright  (appointed  by  President  Burkhart  in 
place  of  E.  C.  Baxter,  deceased,  July  14, 
1895). 

Permanent  Membebs. — ^H.  D.  Hatch,  New 
York;  L.  C.  LeRoy,  New  York;  F.  C.  Royce, 
Middletown;  F.  S.  Emerson,  Brooklyn;  J.  H. 
Collins,  Granville. 

Essays. 

"The  Etiology  of  Green-Stain."  Carl 
Theodore  Gramm,  Chicago. 

"Therapeutics  of  Green-Stain."  S.  B. 
Palmer. 

"The  Classification  of  So-Called  Green- 
Stain."    W.  C.  Barrett. 


Twenty-elfflitli  Annual  Meetlnir« 

Geological  Hall, 
Albany,  May  13,  1896. 

Offioebs. — President,  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Ba- 
tavia. Vice-President,  C.  K.  Van  Vleck,  Hud- 
son. Secretary,  C.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo.  Treas- 
urer, J.  I.  Hart,  New  York.  Correspondent, 
R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

BoABo  OF  Dental  Examinebs  (Oii>  Boabd 
OF  Censobs). — First  District,  Wm.  Carr, New 
York.  Second,  Wm.  Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  Third, 
A.  M.  Wright,  Troy.  Fourth,  W.  H.  Colgrove, 
Johnstown.  Fifth,  S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 
Sixth,  A.  M.  Holmes,  Morrisville.  Seventh, 
F.  French,  Rochester  {secretary).  Eighth, 
A.  P.  Southwick,  Buffalo   {president). 

Pebmanent  Membebs. — J.  W.  Taylor,  New 
York;  W.  H.  Johnston,  Brooklyn;  J.  W. 
Canaday,  Albany;  T.  H.  Foulds,  Glens  Falls; 
H.  H.  Tompkins,  Utica. 

Essays. 
"Pyorrhea  Alveolaris;  Its  Causation,  Diag- 
nosis, and  Treatment."     C.  N.  Peirce,  Phila- 
delphia. 

"Professional  Fees."     Sj^.^^t^^ 
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'Tvrenty-ntntli  Annual  Meeting. 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall, 
Albany,  May  12,  1897. 

Offigebs. — President f  H.  J.  Burkhart,  Ba 
tavia.  Vice-President,  C.  K.  Van  Vleck,  Hud 
son.  Secretary,  C.  S.  Butler,  Buffalo.  Treas- 
urer, J.  I.  Hart,  New  York.  Correspondent^ 
R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

BoABD  OP  Dental  Examiners. — First  Dis 
trict,  Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  Second,  Wm 
Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  Third,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy, 
Fourth,  W.  H.  Colgrove,  Johnstown.  Fifth, 
S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse.  Sixth,  A.  M.  Holmes, 
Morrisville.  Seventh,  F.  French,  Rochester 
{secretary) .  Eighth,  A.  P.  South  wick,  Buffalo 
{president) . 

Permanent  Members. — J.  W.  Cowen,  Gene- 
sec;  0.  E.  Houghton,  Brooklyn;  F.  W.  Low, 
Buffalo;  A.  L.  Swift,  New  York;  R.  I.  Ver- 
planck,  Albany. 

Essays. 

Report  of  the  Correspondent.  R.  Otto- 
lengui. , 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Practice.  A. 
R.  Starr. 

''Amalgam  Fillings,  with  a  Practical 
Demonstration."  G.  V.  Black,  Jacksonville, 
111. 

"Dental  Organizations."  James  Truman, 
Philadelphia. 

"Irregularities  of  the  Teeth  and  Their  Cor- 
rection."   J.  N.  Farrar. 

"Cataphoresis."  Henry  W.  Gillett,  New- 
port, R.  I. 

"The  Need  of  a  National  Dental  Organiza- 
tion."   B.  Holly  Smith,  Baltimore. 


Thlrtletli  Annual  Meetlngr. 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall, 
Albany,  May  11,  1898. 

Officers. — President,  F.  LeGrand  Ames, 
Albany.  Vice-President,  John  I.  Hart,  New 
York.  Secretary,  Charles  S.  Butler,  Buffalo. 
Treasurer,  Charles  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo.  Cor- 
respondent, R.   Ottolengui,   New  York. 

Board  of  Dental  Examiners. — First  Dis- 
trict, Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  Second,  Wm. 
Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  Third,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
Fourth,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  Fifth,  S.  B. 
Palmer,  Syracuse  (president).  Sixth,  A.  M. 
Holmes,    Morrisville.      Seventh,    F.    French, 


Rochester   {secretary).     Eighth,  H.  J.  Burk- 
hart, Batavia. 

Permanent  Members. — S.  Freeman,  New 
York;  F.  H.  Lee,  Auburn;  C.  W.  Stainton, 
Buffalo;  W.  E.  Snyder,  Amsterdam;  W.  F. 
Tremain,  Rome. 


Report  of  the  Correspondent,  "Prosthetic 
Dentistry."     R.  Ottolengui. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  L.  C. 
LeRoy. 

"Ignorance  of  Dentistry  and  Medicine  a 
Source  of  Misery  and  Poverty."  E.  A.  Shil- 
linger,  Dalton,  Mass. 

**Removable  Bridge,  Showing  Some  Novel 
Features."     S.  S.  Stowell,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

"The  Histology  of  Cementiim,  Normal  and 
Otherwise."     I.  N.  Broomell,  Philadelphia. 

"Leucoplakia."    J.  S.  Marshall,  Chica-^o. 

"Studies  of  Maxillary  Bones,  No.  2."  M. 
H.  Cryer,  Philadelphia. 

"The  Toxic  Effect  of  Cocain,  induced 
through  Cataphoresis,  applied  to  a  Pulp 
Preparatory  to  its  Removal."  M.  W.  Foster, 
Baltimore,  Md. 


Tltlrty-flrat  Annual  Meetlngr. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck, 
Albany,  May  10,  1899. 

Officers. — President,  F.  LeGrand  Ames, 
Albany.  Vice-President,  John  I.  Hart,  New 
York.  Secretary,  W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 
Treorsurer,  C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo.  Corre- 
spondent, R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

Board  of  Dental  Examiners. — First  Dis- 
trict, Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  Second,  Wm. 
Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  Third,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
Fourth,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  Fifth,  S.  B. 
Palmer,  Syracuse  (president).  Sixth,  A.  M. 
Holmes,  Morrisville.  Seventh,  F.  French, 
Rochester  (secretary) .  Eighth,  H.  J.  Burk- 
hart, Batavia. 

Permanent  Members. — R.  C.  Brewster, 
Brooklyn;  M.  L.  Rowe,  Albany;  Frank 
Wright,  Ticonderoga:  C.  J.  Peters,  Syracuse; 
A.  E.  Preston,  Delevan. 


Report  of  Correspondent,  "Interstate 
Comity  in  Dental  Legislation."  R.  Otto- 
lengui. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  L.  C. 
LeRoy. 
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"The  Dentist's  Posture."  L.  D.  Shepard, 
Boston,  Mass. 

**Microscopic  Projection."  ( Illustrated. ) 
Wm.  Hailes,  Jr. 

"Novelties  in  Prosthetic  Dentistry."  R.  M. 
Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

"Restoring  Badly  Broken-Down  Molars  and 
Bicuspids  to  Usefulness."    A.  Retter. 


Thirty-second   Annual   Meeting. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck, 
Albany,  May  9,  1900. 

Officers. — President,  F.  LeGrand  Ames, 
Albany.  Vice-President,  John  I.  Hart,  New 
York.  Secretary,  W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 
Treasurer,  C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo.  Corre- 
spondent, R.  Ottolengui,  New  York. 

BoABD  OF  Dental  Examinees. — First  Dis- 
trict, Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  Second,  Wm. 
Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  Third,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
Fourth,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  Fifth,  S.  B. 
Palmer,  Syracuse  (president).  Siwth,  A.  M. 
Holmes,  Morrisville.  Seventh,  F.  French, 
Rochester  (secretary).  Eighth,  H.  J.  Burk- 
hart,  Batavia.  * 

Permanent  Members. — Samuel  L.  Gold- 
smith, New  York;  H.  C.  Ferris,  Brooklyn; 
J.  L.  Appleton,  Albany;  A.  R.  Cooke,  Syra- 
cuse;  F.  L.  Sibley,  Rochester. 

Essays. 

"Porcelain  as  a  Beneficial  Art  in  Dentis- 
try."    Frederick  J.  Capon,  Toronto,  Canada. 

"The  Statma  of  the  Inlay  in  Comparison 
with  Other  Fillings."  Joseph  Head,  Phila- 
delphia. 

"Evolution  in  Dental  Practice  within  the 
History  of  the  Dental  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York."     S.  B.  Palmer,  Syracuse. 

"Pericemental  Abscess."  Edward  C.  Kirk, 
Philadelphia. 

Report  of  Correspondent,  "Dental  Prob- 
lems."    R.  Ottolengui. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  Henry 
D.  Hatch. 

"Diagnosis."     Chas.  H.  Barnes. 

"A  Plea  for  Less  of  Crown-Work  and  More 
of  Good  Gold  Fillings."     F.  Milton  Smith. 


Thlrtr-tlilrd  Amnv*!  MeetlBK. 

Hotel  Ten  Etck, 
Albany,  May  8,  1901. 
Officers. — President,  J.  I.  Hart^  New 
York.  Vice-PresidefU,  R.  H.  Hofheinz,  Ro- 
chester. Secretary,  W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 
Treasurer, .  C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo.  Corre- 
spondent, H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York. 

Board  of  Dental  Examiners.^— F«r«t  Dis- 
trict, Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  Second,  Wm. 
Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  Third,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
Fourth,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  Fifth,  S.  B. 
Palmer,  Syracuse  (president).  Siwth,  A.  M. 
Holmes,  Morrisville.  Seventh,  F.  French, 
Rochester  (secretary).  Eighth,  H.  J.  Burk- 
hart,  Batavia. 

Permanent  Members. — C.  H.  Barnes,  Syra- 
cuse ;  C.  A.  Dubois,  New  York ;  G.  A.  Englert, 
Catskill;  S.  Eschelman,  Buffalo;  H.  B.  Huver, 
Buffalo;  R.  G.  Hutchins,  Jr.,  Brooklyn;  H.  0. 
McBria^,  Middletown;  P.  S.  Oakley,  Troy; 
E.  B.  Rhineh^rt,  Schenectady;  F.  W.  Proseua, 
Rochester;  W.  S.  Rose,  Schenectady;  W.  D. 
Tracy,  New  York. 

Essays. 

"Surgical  Operations  for  Closure  of  Cleft 
Palate  in  Relation  to  Speech  and  Health." 
G.  V.  I.  Brown,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

"Pericemental  Abscess."  E.  S.  Talbot,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

"Removable  rorcelain  Bridge  Work."  W. 
E.  Griswold,  Denver,  Col. 

"Laws  Regulating  the  Practice  of  Dentis- 
try and  their  Enforcement."  W.  A.  Purring- 
ton,  Esq. 

Report  of  Correspondent,  **The  Solution  of 
Dental  Problems."     H.  D.  Hatch. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  A.  R. 
Cooke. 

"Dentistry  in  State  Institutions."  F.  W. 
Proseus. 


Thlrty-fonrtli  Annnal  Meeting. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck, 
Albany,  May  14,  1902. 
Officers.  —  President,    R.     H.     Hofheinz, 
Rochester.      Vice-President,    W.    J.    Turner, 
Brooklyn.     Secretary,  W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 
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Tr€(i8urer,  C.  W.   Stainton,   Buffalo.     Corre- 
spondent, H.  D.  Hatch,  New  York. 

Board  op  Dental  Examiners. — First  Dis- 
trict, Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  Second,  Wm. 
Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  Third,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
Fourth,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  Fifth,  S.  B. 
Palmer,  Syracuse  (president).  Sixth,  A.  M. 
Holmes,  Morrisville.  Seventh,  F.  French, 
Rochester  (secretcbry) ,  Eighth,  H.  J.  Burk- 
hart,  Batavia. 

Permanent  Members. — ^M.  J.  Barrett, 
Troy;  E.  Doolittle,  Saratoga;  F.  L.  Fossume, 
New  York;  H.  P.  Hamlet,  Hempstead,  L.  I.; 
B.  S.  Hert,  Rochester;  Ellison  Hillyer, 
Brooklyn;  J.  W.  Hine,  Albany;  L.  C.  Jones, 
Wolcott;  F.  B.  Keppy,  Brooklyn;  W.  E.  Lan- 
sing, Gloversville;  H.  B.  Lyon,  '  Dunkirk ; 
F.  Messerschmitt,  Rochester;  L.  Meisburger, 
Buffalo;  A.  E.  Mimmack,  Buffalo;  R  B. 
Reitz,  New  York;  W.  J.  Turner,  Brooklyn. 

Essays, 

President's  Address.    John  I.  Hart. 

Report  of  Correspondent.    Henry  D.  Hatch. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  A.  R. 
Cooke. 

"Root  Fillings  and  Their  Relative  Value." 
Leo  Greenbaum,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

*The  Practical  Side  of  It."  S.  S.  Stowell, 
Pittsfield^  Mass. 

"Comparative  Value  of  Ordinary  Sealings 
for  Root-Canal  Dressing  as  Excluders  of 
Bacteria."    A.  E.  Webster,  Toronto,  Ont. 

"Extension  for  Prevention."  R.  H.  Hof- 
heinz. 

"The  Hygiene  of  Bridge-Work  as  Exempli- 
fied by  a  Piece  of  Removable  Porcelain 
Bridge."    J.  Head,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"Cements."    W.  V-B.  Ames,  Chicago,  111. 


Thirty-fifth  Amnnal  Meeting. 

Hotel  Ten  Eyck, 
Albany,  May  13,  1903. 
Officers.— Fre«tden*,  R  H.  Hofheinz,  Ro- 
chester. Vice-President,  W.  J.  Turner, 
Brooklyn.  Secretary,  W.  A.  White,  Phelps. 
Treasurer,  C.  W.  Stainton,  Buffalo.  Corre- 
spondent, Ellison  Hillyer,  Brooklyn. 

Board  of  Dental  Examiners. — First  Dis- 
trict, Wm.  Carr,  New  York.  Second,  Wm. 
Jarvie,  Brooklyn.  Third,  A.  M.  Wright,  Troy. 
Fourth,  O.  J.  Gross,  Schenectady.  Fifth,  A. 
R.  Cooke,  Syracuse.  Sixth,  A.  M.  Holmes, 
Morrisville  (president).  Seventh,  F.  French, 
Rochester  (secretary).  Eighth,  H.  J.  Burk- 
hart,  Batavia. 

Permanent  Members. — C.  E.  Allen,  Al- 
bany; J.  C.  Benz,  Syracuse;  C.  C.  Bachman, 
Waterloo;  C.  F.  Baylis,  Oneonta;  E.  Doolit- 
tle, Saratoga;  W.  C.  Dunne,  Norwich;  W.  E. 
Francis,  New  York;  H.  P.  Gould,  Brooklyn; 
G.  Goode,  Rochester;  J.  H.  Hanning,  Brook- 
lyn; C.  R.  Holt,  Westport;  W.  J.  Leake, 
Lockport;  F.  L.  Stanton,  New  York;  G.  A. 
Sullivan,  Albany;  S.  Slocum,  Oswego;  C.  E. 
Wettlaufer,  Buffalo. 

Essays. 
President's  Address.     R.  H.  Hofheinz. 
Report  of  Correspondent.    H.  D.  Hatch. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Practice.  A.  R. 
Cooke. 

"The  Trained  Dental  Nurse."     M.  L.  Rhein. 

"Two  Crowns — an  Illustrated  Talk."  R. 
M.  Sanger,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

"Practical  Demonstration  of  the  Roentgen 
Rays  in  Dentistry,  with  Lantern  Exhibit." 
F.  T.  Van  Woert. 

"A  Contribution  to  the  Study  of  Metabo- 
lism."    E.  C.  Kirk,  Philadelphia,- Pa. 
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